
COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA 

JUgtsIattfre ^Jtmnml 
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 28, 2003 

SESSION OF 2003 187TH OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY No. 71 

SENATE 
TUESDAY, October 28,2003 

The Senate met at 1 p.m., Eastern Standard Time. 

The PRESIDENT (Lieutenant Governor Catherine Baker 
Knoll) in the Chair. 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Elder MILTON RAIFORD, of Petra Interna
tional Ministries, Pittsburgh, offered the following prayer: 

We can bow our heads. 
O merciful and magnificent God, we give You honor and 

glory this day. Thank You for peace today. Thank You in ad
vance for fixing that which has been broken. Thank You for 
Your forgiveness today. Thank You for Your joy this day. You 
have done great things in this world, this country, this State, and 
in our lives. We bless You, Lord, for blessing us. Thank You for 
healing. Thank You for sound minds and compassionate hearts, 
free from fear. Thank You for knowledge and understanding. 
Bless our children and our children's children. Thank You for 
this great assembly. Thank You for prosperity and power. Thank 
You for every gift represented in these diverse vessels. 

Now, O God, stir up these gifts so that a sweet aroma ema
nates from this Chamber. Bestow on each of them Your temper
ance. Bestow upon each of them Your wisdom. May their delib
erations be blessed with kind consideration for each other. May 
they care for Your people as You care for them. O God, give 
them this day a double portion of Your spirit and Your courage, 
so they may rule with sensitivity, truth, and love. With all sincer
ity, I pray. Amen. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair thanks Elder Raiford and his 
lovely wife for coming today and joining us. He is the guest to
day of Senator Orie. 

PLEDGE O F ALLEGIANCE 

(The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by those assembled.) 

JOURNAL APPROVED 

The PRESIDENT. A quorum of the Senate being present, the 
Clerk will read the Journal of the preceding Session of October 
27,2003. 

The Clerk proceeded to read the Journal of the preceding 
Session, when, on motion of Senator BRIGHTBILL, and agreed 

to by voice vote, further reading was dispensed with and the 
Journal was approved. 

BILL REPORTED F R O M COMMITTEE 

Senator GREENLEAF, from the Committee on Judiciary, 
reported the following bill: 

HB 46 (Pr. No. 2872) (Amended) 

An Act amending Title 18 (Crimes and Offenses) of the Pennsylva
nia Consolidated Statutes, further providing for desecration or sale of 
venerated objects. 

LEGISLATIVE LEAVE 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Allegheny, Senator Wagner. 

Senator WAGNER. Madam President, I request a legislative 
leave for Senator Tartaglione. 

The PRESIDENT. Senator Wagner requests a legislative 
leave for Senator Tartaglione. Without objection, the leave will 
be granted. 

LEAVE O F ABSENCE 

Senator PIPPY remains on military leave pursuant to Senate 
Rule XXI(3). 

CALENDAR 

SENATE RESOLUTION No. 163 
CALLED UP OUT OF ORDER, ADOPTED 

Senator BRIGHTBILL, without objection, called up from 
page 4 of the Calendar, as a Special Order of Business, Senate 
Resolution No. 163, entitled: 

A Resolution urging the President of the United States to maintain 
the steel tariffs under section 201 of the Trade Act of 1974 (Public Law 
93-618, 19 U.S.C. § 2101 et seq.) for the entire three-year duration in 
light of the United States International Trade Commission Report of 
September 19, 2003, and to provide all available assistance to active 
and retired steelworkers who have experienced the bankruptcies, layoffs 
and restructurings which have resulted from the decline in the American 
steel industry. 

And the amendments made thereto having been printed as 
required by the Constitution, 

On the question, 
Will the Senate adopt the resolution? 
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The yeas and nays were required by Senator BRIGHTBILL 
and were as follows, viz: 

YEA-48 

Armstrong 
Boscola 
Brightbill 
Conti 
Corman 
Costa 
Dent 
Earll 
Erickson 
Ferlo 
Fumo 
Greenleaf 

Hughes 
Jubelirer 
Kasunic 
Kitchen 
Kukovich 
LaValle 
Lemmond 
Logan 
Madigan 
Mellow 
Mowery 
Musto 

O'Pake 
Orie 
Piccola 
Pileggi 
Punt 
Rafferty 
Rhoades 
Robbins 
Scamati 
Schwartz 
Stack 
Stout 

Tartaglione 
Thompson 
Tomlinson 
Wagner 
Waugh 
Wenger 
White, Donald 
White, Mary Jo 
Williams, Anthony H. 
Williams, Constance 
Wonderling 
Wozniak 

NAY-0 

A majority of the Senators having voted "aye," the question 
was determined in the affirmative. 

SPECIAL ORDER OF BUSINESS 
GUEST OF SENATOR DAVID J. BRIGHTBILL 

PRESENTED TO THE SENATE 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Lebanon, Senator Brightbill. 

Senator BRIGHTBILL. Madam President, Jessica 
Dibartolomeo is a guest in the gallery today. She is a senior at 
Elizabethtown Area High School, and she is the daughter of 
Anastasia and Joseph Dibartolomeo. Jessica plans to attend col
lege in California, majoring in economics with a minor in politi
cal science. Her extracurricular activities include the quiz bowl, 
youth group, theater classes, play production, and she works at 
the Lyndon Cityline Diner in Lancaster as a waitress. 

I would appreciate it if the Senate would give Jessica its usual 
warm welcome. 

The PRESIDENT. Would Miss Dibartolomeo, guest of Sena
tor Brightbill, please stand so we can give you a warm welcome. 

(Applause.) 

GUESTS OF SENATOR CONSTANCE H. 
WILLIAMS PRESENTED TO THE SENATE 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentlewoman 
from Montgomery, Senator Constance Williams. 

Senator C. WILLIAMS. Madam President, it is my pleasure 
today to introduce to you a number of different groups who are 
here. First are my constituents, Beverly and Payson Burt from 
Norristown, and Russell and Elaine Rosenberger from Plymouth 
Meeting. They had a tour of the Capitol and the State Museum, 
and they were the winners of a day in Harrisburg to see what it 
is like up here, so I hope that we will give them a warm Senate 
welcome. So welcome. 

The PRESIDENT. Would the guests of Senator Connie Wil
liams please rise. 

(Applause.) 
Senator C. WILLIAMS. Madam President, I have guests who 

are personal friends of mine, although they are not my constitu
ents, they are constituents of Senator Tomlinson and Senator 

Greenleaf. Judy Braunston is here with her grandson, Paul 
Kalstein. She is a woman I worked with when I worked for a 
congressional office. Paul is one of the winners today of the Li
quor Control Board contest, and he is here because he got an 
award from the LCB and from the Governor, and they are here 
with Judy's son and daughter and brand new grandson. So wel
come. 

The PRESIDENT. Would the guests of Senator Connie Wil
liams please rise. 

(Applause.) 
Senator C. WILLIAMS. Madam President, I think the baby is 

the youngest guest we have ever had. 
Finally, in the gallery, as guests of Representative Greg Vitali, 

are 12 students from Moscow State University. They are visiting 
Villanova University with Professor Koshkidko. We are very 
glad to have these students from Russia here to see what it is like 
in the Pennsylvania State Capitol, and I thank Representative 
Vitali for bringing them over. Welcome. 

The PRESIDENT. Would the students from Moscow please 
rise. 

(Applause.) 

GUESTS OF SENATOR ROBERT D. 
ROBBINS PRESENTED TO THE SENATE 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Mercer, Senator Robbins. 

Senator ROBBINS. Madam President, today I have the plea
sure of introducing Tabitha Davis and Jordana Beh, who are 
serving as guest Pages in the Senate and are both eighth graders 
attending St. Michael School in Greenville, Mercer County. 
Tabitha serves as the class secretary and is a member of the girls' 
basketball team and the school choir. Jordana serves as the class 
vice president and is a member of the girls' basketball and soccer 
teams. Additionally, Jordana is a cheerleader for the boys' bas
ketball team. They are accompanied here today by their teacher, 
Mrs. Nancy Kremm, who is seated in the Senate gallery. 

Madam President and fellow Members, please join me in 
welcoming my special guests to the Senate of Pennsylvania. 

The PRESIDENT. Would Tabitha, Jordana, and their teacher 
please rise so we can give you a round of applause. 

(Applause.) 

RECESS 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Lebanon, Senator Brightbill. 

Senator BRIGHTBILL. Madam President, at this time, I ask 
for a recess of the Senate, first for the purpose of a meeting of the 
Committee on Appropriations, which will begin immediately in 
the Rules room to the rear of the Chamber, to be followed by a 
Republican caucus. I expect that we will be back probably about 
4 o'clock. 

The PRESIDENT. Senator Brightbill requests a recess for a 
meeting of the Committee on Appropriations and a Caucus meet
ing. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Allegheny, Senator 
Wagner. 
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Senator WAGNER. Madam President, I ask for a Democratic 
caucus immediately following the meeting of the Committee on 
Appropriations. 

The PRESIDENT. Senator Wagner requests a Democratic 
caucus following the meeting of the Committee on Appropria
tions. 

Without objection, the Senate stands in recess. 

AFTER RECESS 

The PRESIDENT. The time of recess having expired, the 
Senate will come to order. 

CONSIDERATION O F CALENDAR RESUMED 

THIRD CONSIDERATION CALENDAR 

BILL AMENDED 

SB 145 (Pr. No. 138) - The Senate proceeded to consider
ation of the bill, entitled: 

An Act amending Title 53 (Municipalities Generally) of the Penn
sylvania Consolidated Statutes, further providing for municipal police 
education and training definitions, training, certification and reimburse
ment. 

On the question, 
Will the Senate agree to the bill on third consideration? 
Senator COSTA offered the following amendment No. 

A1503: 

Amend Sec. 1 (Sec. 2162), page 3, line 5, by inserting after "class": 
or second class 

On the question. 
Will the Senate agree to the amendment? 
It was agreed to. 

On the question, 
Will the Senate agree to the bill on third consideration, as 

amended? 
Senator COSTA offered the following amendment No. 

A3619: 

Amend Bill, page 3, by inserting between lines 9 and 10: 
Section 2. Section 2166.1 of Title 53 is repealed. 
Amend Sec. 2, page 3, line 10, by striking out "2" and inserting: 3 
Amend Bill, page 5, line 5, by striking out all of said line and in

serting: 
Section 4. This act shall take effect as follows: 

(1) The repeal of 53 Pa.C.S. § 2166.1 shall take effect imme
diately. 

(2) This section shall take effect immediately. 
(3) The remainder of this act shall take effect in 60 days. 

On the question, 
Will the Senate agree to the amendment? 
It was agreed to. 
Without objection, the bill, as amended, was passed over in its 

order at the request of Senator BRIGHTBILL. 

BILL OVER IN ORDER TEMPORARILY 

SB 677 ~ Without objection, the bill was passed over in its 
order temporarily at the request of Senator BRIGHTBILL. 

BILLS OVER IN ORDER 

SB 689 and SB 690 - Without objection, the bills were 
passed over in their order at the request of Senator 

' BRIGHTBILL. 

BILL AMENDED 

SB 877 (Pr. No. 1218) - The Senate proceeded to consider
ation of the bill, entitled: 

An Act prohibiting employment of certain individuals as law en
forcement officers; requiring suspension of law enforcement officers 
charged with certain crimes; and establishing dismissal procedures for 
law enforcement officers convicted of certain crimes. 

On the question, 
Will the Senate agree to the bill on third consideration? 
Senator CONTI offered the following amendment No. A3935: 

Amend Sec. 4, page 4, line 3, by striking out "FROM" and insert
ing: in 

Amend Sec. 8, page 5, line 19, by striking out "THIS ACT" and 
inserting: Section 5 

Amend Sec. 8, page 5, line 20, by striking out "THIS ACT" and 
inserting: Section 5 

On the question, 
Will the Senate agree to the amendment? 
It was agreed to. 
Without objection, the bill, as amended, was passed over in its 

order at the request of Senator BRIGHTBILL. 

BILLS OVER IN ORDER 

SB 892 and HB 1018 - Without objection, the bills were 
passed over in their order at the request of Senator 
BRIGHTBILL. 

BILL AMENDED 

HB 1222 (Pr. No. 1469) - The Senate proceeded to consider
ation of the bill, entitled: 

An Act amending Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) of the 
Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes, further providing for summary 
offenses involving vehicles. 

On the question, 
Will the Senate agree to the bill on third consideration? 
Senator BRIGHTBILL offered the following amendment No. 

A3864: 

Amend Title, page 1, line 2, by inserting after "providing": for 
identification of incorrect debtor and 

Amend Sec. 1, page 1, lines 6 and 7, by striking out all of said lines 
and inserting: 
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Section 1. Sections 2737.1 and 5553(c) of Title 42 of the Pennsyl
vania Consolidated Statutes are amended to read: 
§ 2737.1. Incorrect debtor identified. 

[At the time al(a) Procedure.-A creditor that files for a judgment 
by confession under section 2737(3) (relating to powers and duties of 
the office of the prothonotary)[, the creditor filing the judgment shall 
provide the debtor with written instructions regarding the procedure to 
follow to strike the iudgmcnt.1 shall comply with the Pennsylvania 
Rules of Civil Procedure regarding confession of judgment including 
any notice provisions. A debtor who has been incorrectly identified and 
had a confession or judgment entered against him [shall be entitled to] 
may petition the court for costs and reasonable attorney fees as deter
mined by the court. [The instructions provided to the debtor shall ex
plain to the debtor that under this section he is entitled to costs and 
reasonable attorney fees as determined by the court if he was incorrectly 
identified.] 

(b) Effect on iudgment.-A judgment shall not be stricken or 
opened because of a creditor's failure to provide a correctly identified 
debtor with instructions pursuant to this section regarding procedures 
to follow to strike a judgment or regarding any rights available to an 
incorrectly identified debtor. 

Amend Bill, page 2, line 10, by striking out all of said line and 
inserting: 

Section 2. The addition of 42 Pa.C.S. § 2737.1(b) is intended to 
clarify and confirm the original intent of the General Assembly in add
ing 42 Pa.C.S. § 2737.1 in the act of December 20, 2000 (P.L.742, 
No. 105), entitled "An act amending Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial 
Procedure) of the Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes, further providing 
for the number of judges of the courts of common pleas in certain judi
cial districts; providing for reimbursement for common pleas court costs 
and for judgment by confession filed against incorrectly identified debt
ors; further providing for county judicial center or courthouse, for com
position of investigating grand jury and for confidential communica
tions with sexual assault counselors; providing for confidential commu
nications to crime stopper or similar anticrime program; and further 
providing for exemption from attachment of retirement funds and ac
counts." To the extent necessary to clarify the meaning and interpreta
tion of 42 Pa.C.S. § 2737.1, the addition of 42 Pa.C.S.§ 2737.1(b) shall 
apply retroactively to causes of action which arose on or before the 
effective date of this section. 

Section 3. This act shall take effect as follows: 
(1) The amendment of 42 Pa.C.S. § 5553(c) shall take effect 

in 60 days. 
(2) The remainder of this act shall take effect immediately. 

On the question, 
Will the Senate agree to the amendment? 
It was agreed to. 

On the question, 
Will the Senate agree to the bill on third consideration, as 

amended? 
Senator BRIGHTBILL offered the following amendment No. 

A3936: 

Amend Title, page 1, line 3, by removing the period after "vehicles" 
and inserting: and for sentence of intermediate punishment. 

Amend Sec. 1, page 1, lines 6 and 7, by striking out all of said lines 
and inserting: 

Section 1. Section 5553(a), (b) and (c) of Title 42 of the Pennsyl
vania Consolidated Statutes are amended to read: 

Amend Sec. 1 (Sec. 5553), page 1, line 9, by striking out all of said 
line and inserting: 

(a) General rule.-Except as provided in subsection (b) or (c), pro
ceedings for a summary [offenses] offense under Title 75 (relating to 
vehicles) must be commenced within 30 days after the commission of 
the alleged offense or within 30 days after the discovery of the commis
sion of the offense or the identity of the offender, whichever is later, and 
not thereafter. 

[(b) Minor offenses.-Except as provided in subsection (c), pro
ceedings for summary offenses under the following provisions of Title 

75 must be commenced within 30 days after the commission of the 
alleged offense or within 30 days after the discovery of the commission 
of the offense or the identity of the offender, whichever is later, and not 
thereafter: 

Chapter 31 (relating to general provisions). 
Chapter 33 (relating to rules of the road in general). 
Chapter 35 (relating to special vehicles and pedestrians). 
Subchapters A (relating to offenses in general) and C (relating 

to accidents and accident reports) of Chapter 37.] 
Amend Sec. 1 (Sec. 5553), page 1, line 12, by inserting brackets 

before and after "offense" and inserting immediately thereafter: sum
mary offense or offenses 

Amend Sec. 1 (Sec. 5553), page 1, line 17; page 2, lines 1 through 
8, by striking out all of said lines on said pages and inserting: 

(2) Where a police officer reasonably believes that there are 
multiple summary offenses arising out of the same conduct or the 
same criminal episode and that an offense under 75 Pa.C.S. § 1543 
(relating to driving while operating privilege is suspended or re
voked) has occurred, proceedings on all summary offenses arising 
from the conduct or episode may be commenced at the same time 
and must be commenced within 30 days after the commission of the 
alleged offenses or within 30 days after the discovery of the com
mission of the offenses or the identity of the offender or within 30 
days after the police officer receives verification of the basis for the 
suspension from the Department of Transportation as required 
under 75 Pa.C.S. $ 1543(c), whichever is later, and not thereafter. 
Amend Bill, page 2, line 10, by striking out all of said line and 

inserting: 
Section 2. Section 9763(c)(3) of Title 42, added September 30, 

2003 (P.L.I20, No.24), is amended to read: 
§ 9763. Sentence of intermediate punishment. 

* * * 
(c) Restriction.-

* * * 
(3) If the defendant is determined not to be in need of drug 

and alcohol treatment, the defendant may only be sentenced to 
intermediate punishment1 

(i) by house arrest [or] and electronic surveillance; 
(ii) partial confinement programs, such as work release, 

work camps and halfway facilities; or 
(iii) any combination of the programs set forth in this 

subsection. 
* * * 
Section 3. This act shall take effect as follows: 

(1) This section shall take effect immediately. 
(2) The amendment of 42 Pa.C.S. § 9763(c)(3) shall take ef

fect February 1, 2004, or immediately, whichever is later. 
(3) The remainder of this act shall take effect in 60 days. 

On the question, 
Will the Senate agree to the amendment? 
It was agreed to. 
Without objection, the bill, as amended, was passed over in its 

order at the request of Senator BRIGHTBILL. 

BILL OVER IN ORDER 

HB 1580 - Without objection, the bill was passed over in its 
order at the request of Senator BRIGHTBILL. 

SECOND CONSIDERATION CALENDAR 

BILLS OVER IN ORDER 

HB 85, H B 88, SB 106, HB 197, SB 200, H B 521, HB 709, 
SB 763, SB 820, SB 924 and HB 1854 - Without objection, the 
bills were passed over in their order at the request of Senator 
BRIGHTBILL. 
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SENATE RESOLUTION No. 81, ADOPTED 

Senator BRIGHTBILL, without objection, called up from 
page 4 of the Calendar, Senate Resolution No. 81, entitled: 

A Resolution urging the establishment of child-care and educa
tional facility emergency preparedness. 

On the question, 
Will the Senate adopt the resolution? 
A voice vote having been taken, the question was determined 

in the affirmative. 

RECESS 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Lebanon, Senator Brightbill. 

Senator BRIGHTBILL. Madam President, I ask for a brief 
recess of the Senate for the purpose of a meeting of the Commit
tee on Rules and Executive Nominations, which will begin imme
diately. It will probably not be more than 10 minutes, and we will 
return to the floor. Some of the reprinted bills are coming back 
and, hopefully, we will have some Supplemental Calendars by 
then. 

The PRESIDENT. Senator Brightbill requests a meeting of 
the Committee on Rules and Executive Nominations. For that 
purpose, without objection, the Senate stands in recess. 

AFTER RECESS 

The PRESIDENT. The time of recess having expired, the 
Senate will come to order. 

R E P O R T F R O M C O M M I T T E E ON 
RULES AND EXECUTIVE NOMINATIONS 

Senator BRIGHTBILL, from the Committee on Rules and 
Executive Nominations, reported the following nominations 
made by His Excellency, the Governor of the Commonwealth, 
which were read by the Clerk as follows: 

MEMBER OF THE APPALACHIAN STATES 
LOW-LEVEL RADIOACTIVE WASTE COMMISSION 

August 8, 2003 

To the Honorable, the Senate 
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania: 

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the 
advice and consent of the Senate, Daniel Gundersen, (Alternate Mem
ber), 1440 Rehmeyers Hollow Road, New Freedom 17349, York 
County, Twenty-eighth Senatorial District, for appointment as a member 
of the Appalachian States Low-Level Radioactive Waste Commission, 
to serve at the pleasure of the Governor, vice Timothy P. McNulty, 
Pittsburgh, replaced. 

EDWARD G. RENDELL 
Governor 

MEMBER OF THE APPALACHIAN STATES 
LOW-LEVEL RADIOACTIVE WASTE COMMISSION 

August 8, 2003 

To the Honorable, the Senate 
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania: 

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the 
advice and consent of the Senate, The Honorable Kathleen Alana 
McGinty, (Voting Member), 11098 [sic] Country Club Road, Camp 
Hill 17011, Cumberland County, Thirty-first Senatorial District, for 
appointment as a member of the Appalachian States Low-Level Radio
active Waste Commission, to serve at the pleasure of the Governor, vice 
David E. Hess, Harrisburg, replaced. 

EDWARD G. RENDELL 
Governor 

MEMBER OF THE STATE REGISTRATION 
BOARD FOR PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS, LAND 

SURVEYORS AND GEOLOGISTS 

September 23,2003 

To the Honorable, the Senate 
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania: 

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the 
advice and consent of the Senate, Tara Egan, (Public Member), 423 
Walnut Street, Apartment 208, Harrisburg 17101, Dauphin County, 
Fifteenth Senatorial District, for appointment as a member of the State 
Registration Board for Professional Engineers, Land Surveyors and 
Geologists, to serve until December 10, 2007, or until her successor is 
appointed and qualified, but not longer than six months beyond that 
period, vice Richard J. Hudic, Jr., Harrisburg, resigned. 

EDWARD G. RENDELL 
Governor 

MEMBER OF THE PENNSYLVANIA 
BOARD OF PROBATION AND PAROLE 

September 23, 2003 

To the Honorable, the Senate 
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania: 

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the 
advice and consent of the Senate, Michael L. Green, 1413 Redwood 
Lane, Wyncote 19095, Montgomery County, Fourth Senatorial District, 
for appointment as a member of the Pennsylvania Board of Probation 
and Parole, to serve for a term of six years or until his successor is ap
pointed and qualified, but not longer than ninety days beyond that pe
riod, vice Barbara Wright Descher, Esquire, Philadelphia, whose term 
expired. 

EDWARD G. RENDELL 
Governor 

MEMBER OF THE PENNSYLVANIA 
BOARD OF PROBATION AND PAROLE 

September 23,2003 

To the Honorable, the Senate 
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania: 

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the 
advice and consent of the Senate, Jeffrey Imboden, 116 East Pershing 
Avenue, Lebanon 17042, Lebanon County, Forty-eighth Senatorial 
District, for appointment as a member of the Pennsylvania Board of 
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Probation and Parole, to serve for a term of six years or until his succes
sor is appointed and qualified but not longer than ninety days beyond 
that period, vice William F. Ward, Esquire, Pittsburgh, resigned. 

EDWARD G. RENDELL 
Governor 

MEMBER OF THE PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC 
TELEVISION NETWORK COMMISSION 

September 29,2003 

To the Honorable, the Senate 
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania: 

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the 
advice and consent of the Senate, Jackie Goodwin, 917 Capitol Street, 
Harrisburg 17102, Dauphin County, Fifteenth Senatorial District, for 
appointment of the Pennsylvania Public Television Network Commis
sion, to serve until August 17, 2009, or until her successor is appointed 
and qualified, but not longer than six months beyond that period, vice 
Marilyn Abrams, Harrisburg, whose term expired. 

EDWARD G. RENDELL 
Governor 

SMALL BUSINESS ADVOCATE 

June 27, 2003 

To the Honorable, the Senate 
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania: 

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the 
advice and consent of the Senate, The Honorable William R Lloyd, 
P.O. Box 425, Somerset 15501, Somerset County, Thirty-second Sena
torial District, for appointment as Small Business Advocate, to serve 
until his successor is appointed and qualified, vice Bernard A. Ryan, Jr., 
Hummelstown, resigned. 

EDWARD G. RENDELL 
Governor 

NOMINATIONS LAID ON THE TABLE 

Senator BRIGHTBILL. Madam President, I request that the 
nominations just read by the Clerk be laid on the table. 

The PRESIDENT. The nominations will be laid on the table. 

EXECUTIVE NOMINATIONS 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

Motion was made by Senator BRIGHTBILL, 
That the Senate do now resolve itself into Executive Session 

for the purpose of considering certain nominations made by the 
Governor. 

Which was agreed to by voice vote. 

NOMINATIONS TAKEN FROM THE TABLE 

Senator BRIGHTBILL. Madam President, I call from the 
table certain nominations and ask for their consideration. 

The Clerk read the nominations as follows: 

MEMBER OF THE APPALACHIAN STATES 
LOW-LEVEL RADIOACTIVE WASTE COMMISSION 

August 8, 2003 

To the Honorable, the Senate 
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania: 

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the 
advice and consent of the Senate, Daniel Gundersen, (Alternate Mem
ber), 1440 Rehmeyers Hollow Road, New Freedom 17349, York 
County, Twenty-eighth Senatorial District, for appointment as a member 
of the Appalachian States Low-Level Radioactive Waste Commission, 
to serve at the pleasure of the Governor, vice Timothy P. McNulty, 
Pittsburgh, replaced. 

EDWARD G. RENDELL 
Governor 

MEMBER OF THE APPALACHIAN STATES 
LOW-LEVEL RADIOACTIVE WASTE COMMISSION 

August 8, 2003 

To the Honorable, the Senate 
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania: 

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the 
advice and consent of the Senate, The Honorable Kathleen Alana 
McGinty, (Voting Member), 11098 [sic] Country Club Road, Camp 
Hill 17011, Cumberland County, Thirty-first Senatorial District, for 
appointment as a member of the Appalachian States Low-Level Radio
active Waste Commission, to serve at the pleasure of the Governor, vice 
David E. Hess, Harrisburg, replaced. 

EDWARD G. RENDELL 
Governor 

MEMBER OF THE STATE REGISTRATION 
BOARD FOR PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS, LAND 

SURVEYORS AND GEOLOGISTS 

September 23,2003 

To the Honorable, the Senate 
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania: 

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the 
advice and consent of the Senate, Tara Egan, (Public Member), 423 
Walnut Street, Apartment 208, Harrisburg 17101, Dauphin County, 
Fifteenth Senatorial District, for appointment as a member of the State 
Registration Board for Professional Engineers, Land Surveyors and 
Geologists, to serve until December 10, 2007, or until her successor is 
appointed and qualified, but not longer than six months beyond that 
period, vice Richard J. Hudic, Jr., Harrisburg, resigned. 

EDWARD G. RENDELL 
Governor 

MEMBER OF THE PENNSYLVANIA 
BOARD OF PROBATION AND PAROLE 

September 23,2003 

To the Honorable, the Senate 
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania: 
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In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the 
advice and consent of the Senate, Michael L. Green, 1413 Redwood 
Lane, Wyncote 19095, Montgomery County, Fourth Senatorial District, 
for appointment as a member of the Pennsylvania Board of Probation 
and Parole, to serve for a term of six years or until his successor is ap
pointed and qualified, but not longer than ninety days beyond that pe
riod, vice Barbara Wright Descher, Esquire, Philadelphia, whose term 
expired. 

EDWARD G. RENDELL 
Governor 

MEMBER OF THE PENNSYLVANIA 
BOARD OF PROBATION AND PAROLE 

September 23, 2003 

To the Honorable, the Senate 
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania: 

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the 
advice and consent of the Senate, Jeffrey Imboden, 116 East Pershing 
Avenue, Lebanon 17042, Lebanon County, Forty-eighth Senatorial 
District, for appointment as a member of the Pennsylvania Board of 
Probation and Parole, to serve for a term of six years or until his succes
sor is appointed and qualified but not longer than ninety days beyond 
that period, vice William F. Ward, Esquire, Pittsburgh, resigned. 

EDWARD G. RENDELL 
Governor 

MEMBER OF THE PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC 
TELEVISION NETWORK COMMISSION 

September 29, 2003 

To the Honorable, the Senate 
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania: 

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the 
advice and consent of the Senate, Jackie Goodwin, 917 Capitol Street, 
Harrisburg 17102, Dauphin County, Fifteenth Senatorial District, for 
appointment of the Pennsylvania Public Television Network Commis
sion, to serve until August 17, 2009, or until her successor is appointed 
and qualified, but not longer than six months beyond that period, vice 
Marilyn Abrams, Harrisburg, whose term expired. 

EDWARD G. RENDELL 
Governor 

SMALL BUSINESS ADVOCATE 

June 27, 2003 

To the Honorable, the Senate 
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania: 

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the 
advice and consent of the Senate, The Honorable William R. Lloyd, 
P.O. Box 425, Somerset 15501, Somerset County, Thirty-second Sena
torial District, for appointment as Small Business Advocate, to serve 
until his successor is appointed and qualified, vice Bernard A. Ryan, Jr., 
Hummelstown, resigned. 

EDWARD G. RENDELL 
Governor 

On the question, 
Will the Senate advise and consent to the nominations? 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Westmoreland, Senator Kukovich. 

Senator KUKOVICH. Madam President, I would just like to 
speak on the nomination of William Lloyd as Small Business 
Advocate. Bill Lloyd brings to this office a broad range of expe
rience that matches perfectly with the legislative mission of the 
Small Business Advocate. From his teaching background in busi
ness management to his years of experience with die Public Util
ity Commission, to his legislative involvement with issues that 
range from not only business but to insurance and utility exper
tise, and actually he was on the conference committee that helped 
draft the legislation that ultimately created this office, I think all 
of those who have worked with him in the House, House Mem
bers who have since come to the Senate, and Senators who have 
worked with him in some capacity, have known him as maybe 
one of the most bipartisan colleagues with whom they have ever 
worked. I think he will not only be an asset to the small business 
community, but I think it will be an asset to State government to 
have him back here working with us on issues of such great con
cern to the small business climate in Pennsylvania, and I ask for 
your support. 

And the question recurring, 
Will the Senate advise and consent to the nominations? 

The yeas and nays were required by Senator BRIGHTBILL 
and were as follows, viz: 

Armstrong 
Boscola 
Brightbill 
Conti 
Corman 
Costa 
Dent 
Earll 
Erickson 
Ferlo 
Fumo 
Greenleaf 

Hughes 
Jubelirer 
Kasunic 
Kitchen 
Kukovich 
LaValle 
Lemmond 
Logan 
Madigan 
Mellow 
Mowery 
Musto 

YEA-48 

OTake 
Orie 
Piccola 
Pileggi 
Punt 
Rafferty 
Rhoades 
Robbins 
Scamati 
Schwartz 
Stack 
Stout 

NAY-0 

Tartaglione 
Thompson 
Tomlinson 
Wagner 
Waugh 
Wenger 
White, Donald 
White, Mary Jo 
Williams, Anthony H. 
Williams, Constance 
Wonderling 
Wozniak 

A constitutional majority of all the Senators having voted 
"aye," the question was determined in the affirmative. 

Ordered, That the Governor be informed accordingly. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION RISES 

Senator BRIGHTBILL. Madam President, I move that the 
Executive Session do now rise. 

The motion was agreed to by voice vote. 
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SPECIAL ORDER O F BUSINESS 
SUPPLEMENTAL CALENDAR No. 2 

BILL ON THIRD CONSIDERATION 
AND FINAL PASSAGE 

SB 145 (Pr. No. 1248) - The Senate proceeded to consider
ation of the bill, entitled: 

An Act amending Title 53 (Municipalities Generally) of the Penn
sylvania Consolidated Statutes, further providing for municipal police 
education and training definitions, training, certification and reimburse
ment. 

Considered the third time and agreed to, 
And the amendments made thereto having been printed as 

required by the Constitution, 

On the question, 
Shall the bill pass finally? 

The yeas and nays were taken agreeably to the provisions of 
the Constitution and were as follows, viz: 

Armstrong 
Boscola 
Brightbill 
Conti 
Corman 
Costa 
Dent 
Earll 
Erickson 
Ferlo 
Fumo 
Greenleaf 

Hughes 
Jubelirer 
Kasunic 
Kitchen 
Kukovich 
LaValle 
Lemmond 
Logan 
Madigan 
Mellow 
Mowery 
Musto 

YEA-48 

O'Pake 
Orie 
Piccola 
Pileggi 
Punt 
Rafferty 
Rhoades 
Robbins 
Scamati 
Schwartz 
Stack 
Stout 

NAY-0 

Tartaglione 
Thompson 
Tomlinson 
Wagner 
Waugh 
Wenger 
White, Donald 
White, Mary Jo 
Williams, Anthony H. 
Williams, Constance 
Wonderling 
Wozniak 

A constitutional majority of all the Senators having voted 
"aye," the question was determined in the affirmative. 

Ordered, That the Secretary of the Senate present said bill to 
the House of Representatives for concurrence. 

CONSIDERATION O F CALENDAR RESUMED 

THIRD CONSIDERATION CALENDAR RESUMED 

SB 677 CALLED UP 

SB 677 (Pr. No. 769) - Without objection, the bill, which 
previously went over in its order temporarily, was called up, from 
page 1 of the Third Consideration Calendar, by Senator 
BRIGHTBILL. 

BILL OVER IN ORDER 

SB 677 - Without objection, the bill was passed over in its 
order at the request of Senator BRIGHTBILL. 

SPECIAL ORDER O F BUSINESS 
CONSIDERATION O F SUPPLEMENTAL 

CALENDAR No. 2 RESUMED 

BILL ON THIRD CONSIDERATION 
AND FINAL PASSAGE 

SB 877 (Pr. No. 1247) - The Senate proceeded to consider
ation of the bill, entitled: 

An Act prohibiting employment of certain individuals as law en
forcement officers; requiring suspension of law enforcement officers 
charged with certain crimes; and establishing dismissal procedures for 
law enforcement officers convicted of certain crimes. 

Considered the third time and agreed to, 
And the amendments made thereto having been printed as 

required by the Constitution, 

On the question, 
Shall the bill pass finally? 

LEGISLATIVE LEAVE 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Luzerne, Senator Musto. 

Senator MUSTO. Madam President, before the roll call, I 
request a legislative leave for Senator Connie Williams. 

The PRESIDENT. Senator Musto requests a legislative leave 
for Senator Connie Williams. Without objection, the leave will 
be granted. 

And the question recurring, 
Shall the bill pass finally? 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Chester, Senator Thompson. 

Senator THOMPSON. Madam President, I rise to speak in 
support of Senate Bill No. 877. This bill will help to bolster pub
lic confidence in our law enforcement officers by providing a 
procedure for dismissal of State Police who have been convicted 
of a felony or a serious misdemeanor. In effect, it places the 
Pennsylvania State Police under the same disciplinary code and 
on parity with municipal police as far as not being able to stay on 
duty after being convicted of a felony or a more serious misde
meanor. The impetus of this legislation was a 1999 Supreme 
Court decision, The Pennsylvania State Police vs. The Pennsyl
vania State Police Troopers Association, and a resulting opinion 
issued by Justice Cappy. Justice Cappy, in a footnote in his opin
ion, noted that while members of the municipal police depart
ments are dismissed from service when they have been convicted 
of a felony or serious misdemeanors, there is no apparent similar 
prescription applicable to Troopers serving in the State Police 
force. The decision to add such a similar provision applicable to 
members of the State Police is one for the legislature and not for 
this court to make. What this bill does is correct that omission. 
The Municipal Police Officers' Education and Training Act, also 
known as Act 120, declares that a person convicted of a felony 
or a serious misdemeanor is ineligible for police employment. 
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This bill, Senate Bill No. 877, puts the State Police on parity 
with the Municipal Police Officers' Education and Training Act. 

The bill has the support of the Pennsylvania State Police, the 
State Troopers Association, as well as the State Fraternal Order 
of Police, and I ask for your support. I also thank the State 
Troopers Association as well as the Fraternal Order of Police for 
their help in getting the final version of this bill together, as well 
as Senator Conti, chairman of the Senate Committee on Law and 
Justice, and his staff, and Charlie Dexter of my staff, for their 
hard work in bringing the bill in this form to the Senate today. 

Thank you. 
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 

Bucks, Senator Conti. 
Senator CONTI. Madam President, I would like to submit 

some remarks for the record, please, on Senate Bill No. 877. 
Thank you, Madam President. 

(The following remarks were made apart of the record at the 
request of the gentleman from Bucks, Senator CONTI:) 

I am pleased to stand in support of Senate Bill No. 877, and ask my 
colleagues to do the same. 

This legislation was introduced by Senator Thompson last Session 
in response to a Pennsylvania Supreme Court Case, PSP v. Smith & 
PSP v. Johnson. This legislation is important because it provides parity 
with the current local/municipal law enforcement officers pursuant to 
MPOETC standards. These law enforcement officers would lose their 
Act 120 certification (ability to cany a weapon) if they are convicted of 
a felony, misdemeanor one or two (serious misdemeanor), and the legis
lation provides for the same standards to apply to Pennsylvania State 
Police Troopers. 

The Committee on Law and Justice worked diligently with the 
prime sponsor and the interested parties in reaching agreement on this 
bill, and I am proud that all of the groups now support the legislation. 
I would like to commend the Pennsylvania Troopers Association and 
the Governor's Office for their cooperation in negotiating this bill, 
which will restore the confidence and trust of the people of this great 
Commonwealth in our law enforcement community. 

And the question recurring, 
Shall the bill pass finally? 

The yeas and nays were taken agreeably to the provisions of 
the Constitution and were as follows, viz: 

YEA-48 

Armstrong 
Boscola 
Brightbill 
Conti 
Corman 
Costa 
Dent 
Earll 
Erickson 
Ferlo 
Fumo 
Greenleaf 

Hughes 
Jubelirer 
Kasunic 
Kitchen 
Kukovich 
LaValle 
Lemmond 
Logan 
Madigan 
Mellow 
Mowery 
Musto 

O'Pake 
Orie 
Piccola 
Pileggi 
Punt 
Rafferty 
Rhoades 
Robbins 
Scamati 
Schwartz 
Stack 
Stout 

Tartaglione 
Thompson 
Tomlinson 
Wagner 
Waugh 
Wenger 
White, Donald 
White, Mary Jo 
Williams, Anthony H. 
Williams, Constance 
Wonderling 
Wozniak 

NAY-0 

A constitutional majority of all the Senators having voted 
"aye," the question was determined in the affirmative. 

Ordered, That the Secretary of the Senate present said bill to 
the House of Representatives for concurrence. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
BILLS REPORTED F R O M COMMITTEE 

Senator THOMPSON, from the Committee on Appropria
tions, reported the following bills: 

HB 485 (Pr. No. 2706) (Rereported) 

An Act amending Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) of the 
Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes, further providing for municipal 
corporation portion of fines, for immunity of State parole officers and 
for immunity of county probation officers. 

HB 888 (Pr. No. 2871) (Amended) (Rereported) 

An Act amending the act of August 26, 1971 (P.L.351, No.91), 
known as the State Lottery Law, further providing for definitions, for 
program generally, for generic drugs, for restricted formulary, for reim
bursement, for nonliability, for the Pharmaceutical Assistance Contract 
for the Elderly Needs Enhancement Tier, for the Pharmaceutical Assis
tance Review Board; providing for pharmacy best practices and cost 
controls; further providing for penalties, for the Prescription Drug Edu
cation Program, for rebate agreement, for terms of rebate agreement and 
for amount of rebate; providing for a Pharmaceutical Assistance Clear
inghouse; further providing for annual report to General Assembly; and 
providing for construction with Federal programs and continued use of 
Tobacco Settlement Fund. 

HB 1426 (Pr. No. 1994) (Rereported) 

An Act amending the act of May 24, 1945 (P.L.991, No.385), 
known as the Urban Redevelopment Law, fiirther providing for provi
sions of the redevelopment contract; and making repeals. 

HB 1589 (Pr. No. 2873) (Amended) 

An Act to provide from the General Fund for the expenses of the 
Executive, Legislative and Judicial Departments of the Commonwealth, 
the public debt and for the public schools for the fiscal year July 1, 
2003, to June 30, 2004, for certain institutions and organizations, and 
for the payment of bills incurred and remaining unpaid at the close of 
the fiscal year ending June 30, 2003; to provide appropriations from the 
State Lottery Fund, the Energy Conservation and Assistance Fund, the 
Hazardous Material Response Fund, The State Stores Fund, the Milk 
Marketing Fund, the Home Investment Trust Fund, the Emergency 
Medical Services Operating Fund, the Tuition Payment Fund, the Bank
ing Department Fund, the Firearm Records Check Fund, the Ben Frank
lin Technology Development Authority Fund and the Tobacco Settle
ment Fund to the Executive Department; to provide appropriations from 
the Judicial Computer System Augmentation Account to the Judicial 
Department for the fiscal year July 1, 2003, to June 30, 2004; to provide 
appropriations from the Motor License Fund for the fiscal year July 1, 
2003, to June 30, 2004, for the proper operation of the several depart
ments of the Commonwealth and the Pennsylvania State Police autho
rized to spend Motor License Fund moneys; to provide for the appropri
ation of Federal funds to the Executive Department of the Common
wealth and for the establishment of restricted receipt accounts for the 
fiscal year July 1, 2003, to June 30, 2004, and for the payment of bills 
remaining unpaid at the close of the fiscal year ending June 30, 2003; 
and making a repeal. 

CONGRATULATORY RESOLUTIONS 

The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the following resolu
tions, which were read, considered, and adopted by voice vote: 
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Congratulations of the Senate were extended to C. Richard 
Hastings by Senator Armstrong. 

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Jay Blatt by 
Senator Brightbill. 

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Darya 
Hrycenko, Taras Hrycenko, Suzanne Kresge, Richard J. 
Principato, Peter Carpino, Mark Richard Schmieg, Thomas M. 
Mountain and to Just Bom, Inc., of Bethlehem by Senator Dent. 

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Lonnie Snyder 
by Senator Kitchen. 

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to William V. 
Burke by Senator Mellow. 

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Marilyn 
Donley by Senator Piccola. 

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Ashley Uberti, 
Kenny Watkins, Nikki Kurt, Matt Ellison, Ryan Bibler and to 
Taylor Kress by Senator Robbins. 

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to the Honorable 
John S. Brenner by Senator Waugh. 

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Julia T. 
Wukovitz and to Hattie Christman by Senator Wonderling. 

BILLS ON FIRST CONSIDERATION 

Senator FERLO. Madam President, I move that the Senate do 
now proceed to consideration of all bills reported from commit
tees for the first time at today's Session. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The bills were as follows: 

HB46andHB1589. 

And said bills having been considered for the first time, 
Ordered, To be printed on the Calendar for second consider

ation. 

PETITIONS AND REMONSTRANCES 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Allegheny, Senator Costa. 

Senator COSTA. Madam President, I rise today, first to thank 
my colleagues for their unanimous support for Senate Resolution 
No. 159, which was adopted a few weeks back, which designates 
the month of November 2003 as Pennsylvania Epilepsy Aware
ness Month. 

Madam President, epilepsy is a condition that affects nearly 
120,000 Pennsylvanians and 2.3 million people nationwide. Epi
lepsy, which is the third most common neurological disorder, 
also sometimes referred to as a seizure disorder, is a chronic 
mental condition produced by a temporary change in electrical 
functions in the brain, causing seizures which also affects the 
awareness, movement, and sensation of individuals. Madam 
President, it is important to note that over the past several years, 
statistics have increasingly shown that the number of young chil
dren and young teens who have been diagnosed with this disabil
ity have increased significantly, and the public's misunderstand
ing about epilepsy has created both new and difficult social barri
ers both at home and at school for many individuals who suffer 
from this disability. Oftentimes, peers are unfamiliar with epi

lepsy and are naive at exploring factors related to the causes and 
its consequences, and almost half of American teens, when they 
were recently surveyed, indicated they never heard of the disease, 
and some, Madam President, believed that it was a communica
ble disease. Young children and teens, as you well know, ordi
narily experience enough hardships when growing up in these 
very impressionable ages, and they do not need to have any addi
tional pressures and embarrassments trying to explain the defi
ciencies associated with epilepsy. 

Madam President, public education programs are very much 
needed to educate all Pennsylvanians about epilepsy and to dis
miss misconceptions regarding this disorder. To that end, the 
Epilepsy Foundation of Western and Central Pennsylvania, in 
conjunction with the Epilepsy Foundation of Eastern Pennsylva
nia and the National Epilepsy Foundation, continuously conduct 
public awareness and outreach programs to educate the public 
about epilepsy, as well as epilepsy disorders. Madam President, 
nearly 70 percent of epilepsy cases have unknown causes, but 
many times causes may stem from several factors, including head 
trauma, brain trauma, brain tumors, stroke, infection, and poison
ing, all of which create medical, social, and economic hardship 
to the individuals who are suffering from this condition. 

Madam President, the passing of this resolution earlier this 
month demonstrates to the epilepsy community and to the resi
dents of our Commonwealth that we stand ready and poised to 
support issues that are impacting them. The resolution by the 
Senate symbolizes that we will continue to work to carry out the 
mission of the Epilepsy Foundation to protect the civil rights, to 
provide available and affordable health care resources, and to 
continue to search for the means to eradicate this disorder. 

I thank my colleagues for the unanimous support of this Sen
ate resolution and our efforts to promote awareness on the issues 
surrounding this disorder, and to also recognize the courage and 
commitment of those Pennsylvanians with epilepsy and their 
caregivers as well. I am proud to present to my colleagues the 
fact that this coming month, November 2003, will be recognized 
as Pennsylvania Epilepsy Awareness Month, and again thank my 
colleagues for their support of that resolution. 

Thank you, Madam President. 
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 

Allegheny, Senator Wagner. 
Senator WAGNER. Madam President, while we are still in a 

delay on House Bill No. 888 and we are under Petitions and Re
monstrances, I thought I would rise and offer some brief com
ments in regard to Senate Resolution No. 163, which passed 
earlier today. It was actually our first vote, because it is such an 
important resolution. 

Madam President, prior to Senate Resolution No. 163, we 
passed House Resolution No. 348 back on September 16 of this 
year. That vote urged President Bush to continue the steel tariffs 
that have been in place for approximately a year and a half. Well, 
since that time, Madam President, the International Trade Com
mission issued its midterm review on the tariffs approximately a 
week after that resolution passed, and it confirmed that the steel 
tariffs were working. Basically, my resolution today, Senate Res
olution No. 163, which approximately 30 to 40 Senators cospon-
sored, further suggests the importance based on the International 
Trade Commission's recommendation of keeping the steel tariffs 
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in place. Madam President, before the tariffs were imposed, the 
proliferation of illegally dumped foreign steel in the U.S. econ
omy forced 35 American steel companies into bankruptcy and 17 
into liquidation, costing approximately 54,000 American steel 
jobs, an enormous number of jobs, Madam President. In addition 
to losing 54,000 steelmaking jobs and the many spin-off jobs 
related to steel, obviously, health care coverages were lost to tens 
of thousands, including 200,000 steelworker retirees, something 
very disappointing, and many of us have been touched by that 
with so many steelworkers here in Pennsylvania. 

Madam President, the whole purpose of the previous resolu
tion and the one passed today is to again urge President Bush to 
keep the steel tariffs in place. Why? Because they are working, 
because since they have been in place in the last year and a half, 
we have actually seen the steel industry reinvest in itself here in 
America and here in Pennsylvania, and the best example is 
United States Steel, whose corporate headquarters is in my dis
trict, and many of the steel plants in the Mon Valley are in my 
colleagues' districts and throughout Pennsylvania. Madam Presi
dent, the steel tariffs are working. These two resolutions passed 
by the House and passed by the Senate will be sent to President 
Bush, urging him to keep them in place, because America cannot 
afford to lose any more manufacturing jobs, especially steel in
dustry jobs. 

Thank you, Madam President. 
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 

Montgomery, Senator Greenleaf. 
Senator GREENLEAF. Madam President, I rise to call atten

tion to my colleagues who have worked with me for two decades 
in passing the piece of legislation that we are about to implement, 
leveling the playing field for children when they appear in a 
courtroom. Many years ago the Committee on Judiciary, which 
I chair, held hearings all over the State in regard to children and 
child abuse and sexual child abuse, and what we found all over 
the State, wherever we went, was one common thread, and that 
was that these child abusers, these pedophiles, seek out children 
who are the least capable of testifying, the most vulnerable, the 
3-, 4-, 5-, and 6-year-old child who has difficulty reporting it, and 
so they are not prosecuted. Those people, when they do report it, 
their families do not support them, or when the family supports 
them, it is received, but they cannot prove it, or it is not received 
by the enforcement officers, and so they are not prosecuted, and 
when they are prosecuted and that child finally goes through all 
of that, they clam up. In a situation like this, an adult person goes 
to court and they are intimidated. You can imagine how a 3-, 4-, 
or 5-year-old would be intimidated by that procedure. 

So we started this many years ago when there was a handful 
of States that allowed it. The United States Supreme Court said 
it was constitutional and ruled in Craig v. Maryland that it was 
permissible to give a child in certain circumstances the right to 
testify in another room, on closed-circuit television. They are still 
going to be cross-examined, but at least they would level the 
playing field as far as not being able to have to look at every
body, the 100 people or 50 people who are in the courtroom, and 
be intimidated by them. Now 35 States allow this procedure. The 
United States Supreme Court allows it. We, unanimously, passed 
this legislation many years ago as a statute, and it was bipartisan 
and I thank my colleagues on both sides, Democrats and Republi

cans, who supported this legislation over the years. We were told 
that we could not do it in Pennsylvania, we had to amend our 
Constitution. Our Constitution says "face-to-face," and the 
United States Constitution says "confront," so we had to change 
the word. We did that, we passed the constitutional amendment 
two successive legislative Sessions over a 5-year period. It 
passed overwhelmingly. It went on the ballot, and it passed 3 to 
1, and then what happened was the court said, no, the question 
had to be divided into two. So we started all over again, and we 
did it again, and now we just finished that process and we all 
supported it and it is now on the ballot again next Tuesday, hope
fully, for the last time, and we will be able to have this passed. 

Once we do that and once the voters vote for both questions, 
one question will say that the accused has the right to confront 
his accusers, and the second question will change the Constitu
tion to say the legislature will then have the right to pass legisla
tion to implement that change to put into place a procedure in 
which children could be protected in these circumstances. 

It has been so many years now that there is actually now a 
uniform law established by the commissioners who establish 
nationally uniform laws, and just recently this year approved by 
the American Bar Association, and that uniform law allows the 
prosecution to petition the court to ask for a child to testify under 
these circumstances. The district attorneys will not use this on a 
regular basis. They would rather have the child in the courtroom 
because that child will be able to testify and make a better impact 
on the jury if they were in the courtroom, but in a small percent
age of cases, there are children who just cannot do that, so when 
that is the case, they will petition the court to ask that the child be 
allowed to use closed circuit-television if it is approved. It then 
has to be challenged by the defendant. They can present evi
dence, and then the judge will make an independent decision 
about that and decide whether it should be allowed or not, and 
then it will be subject to review by the appellate courts as to 
whether it is appropriately granted or not. There are all kinds of 
due process provisions in here to protect the defendant and any
one else in the prosecution, and as I say, it is decided by the 
judge, not by anyone else, the DA or some independent other 
person other than the court. 

So, we are on the one-yard line, as my colleague, Senator 
Wagner, recently mentioned, and we are about to pass this and 
join the 35 other States that do allow it. I am looking forward to 
next Tuesday, and I know that it will have the support of many 
people in this Commonwealth, as it did in 1995 when it passed, 
as I said, 3 to 1. 

I thank my colleagues for their support, both in the Senate and 
the House, and we will be back after the election to pass the uni
form law that will implement what we have done here. 

Thank you very much. 

SENATE RESOLUTION ADOPTED 

Senators WAUGH, WOZNIAK, MOWERY, EARLL, 
KITCHEN, WAGNER, ARMSTRONG, LOGAN, CONTI, 
ORIE, WENGER, COSTA, BOSCOLA, GREENLEAF, 
TARTAGLIONE, D. WHITE, ERICKSON, O'PAKE, 
LEMMOND, THOMPSON, SCARNATI, RHOADES, FUMO, 
SCHWARTZ, RAFFERTY and STACK, by unanimous consent, 
offered Senate Resolution No. 174, entitled: 
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A Resolution designating November 22, 2003, as "HIKE Day" in 
Pennsylvania. 

Which was read, considered, and adopted by voice vote. 

SPECIAL ORDER O F BUSINESS 
SUPPLEMENTAL CALENDAR No. 3 

BILL ON THIRD CONSIDERATION 
AND FINAL PASSAGE 

HB 1222 (Pr. No. 2875) -- The Senate proceeded to consider
ation of the bill, entitled: 

An Act amending Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) of the 
Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes, further providing for identification 
of incorrect debtor and for summary offenses involving vehicles and for 
Sentence of intermediate punishment. 

Considered the third time and agreed to, 
And the amendments made thereto having been printed as 

required by the Constitution, 

On the question, 
Shall the bill pass finally? 

The yeas and nays were taken agreeably to the provisions of 
the Constitution and were as follows, viz: 

YEA-48 

Armstrong 
Boscola 
Brightbill 
Conti 
Corman 
Costa 
Dent 
Earll 
Erickson 
Ferlo 
Fumo 
Greenleaf 

Hughes 
Jubelirer 
Kasunic 
Kitchen 
Kukovich 
LaValle 
Lemmond 
Logan 
Madigan 
Mellow 
Mowery 
Musto 

O'Pake 
Orie 
Piccola 
Pileggi 
Punt 
Rafferty 
Rhoades 
Robbins 
Scamati 
Schwartz 
Stack 
Stout 

Tartaglione 
Thompson 
Tomlinson 
Wagner 
Waugh 
Wenger 
White, Donald 
White, Mary Jo 
Williams, Anthony H. 
Williams, Constance 
Wonderling 
Wozniak 

NAY-O 

A constitutional majority of all the Senators having voted 
"aye," the question was determined in the affirmative. 

Ordered, That the Secretary of the Senate return said bill to 
the House of Representatives with information that the Senate 
has passed the same with amendments in which concurrence of 
the House is requested. 

SPECIAL ORDER O F BUSINESS 
SUPPLEMENTAL CALENDAR No. 1 

BILL ON THIRD CONSIDERATION 
AND FINAL PASSAGE 

HB 888 (Pr. No. 2871) - The Senate proceeded to consider
ation of the bill, entitled: 

An Act amending the act of August 26, 1971 (P.L.351, No.91), 
known as the State Lottery Law, further providing for definitions, for 

program generally, for generic drugs, for restricted formulary, for reim
bursement, for nonliability, for the Pharmaceutical Assistance Contract 
for the Elderly Needs Enhancement Tier, for the Pharmaceutical Assis
tance Review Board; providing for pharmacy best practices and cost 
controls; further providing for penalties, for the Prescription Drug Edu
cation Program, for rebate agreement, for terms of rebate agreement and 
for amount of rebate; providing for a Pharmaceutical Assistance Clear
inghouse; further providing for annual report to General Assembly; and 
providing for construction with Federal programs and continued use of 
Tobacco Settlement Fund. 

Considered the third time and agreed to, 
And the amendments made thereto having been printed as 

required by the Constitution, 

On the question, 
Shall the bill pass finally? 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentlewoman 
from Allegheny, Senator Orie. 

Senator ORIE. Madam President, this is one of those days 
when I am particularly honored and privileged to be a part of this 
august body, which is demonstrating its concern for the 
well-being of our senior citizens. This is the day we pass a bill to 
give additional hope to our senior population who have told us 
that they have often had to make hard choices between eating and 
taking lifesaving medication, between heating their homes and 
getting prescriptions filled that would add to the quality of their 
lives. 

Today, Madam President, we are expanding PACE and 
PAGENET to include 450,000 seniors across Pennsylvania. 
When the bill came over from the House, the Senate Committee 
on Aging and Youth was besieged by advocates requesting addi
tional changes to the bill. The Governor's Office, pharmacists, 
certified nurse practitioners, voluntary health organizations, 
AARP, and chain drug stores all asked for these changes. Senator 
Kukovich, the Minority chairman of the Committee on Aging and 
Youth, and I went to the task of sorting through these requests to 
determine whether there was sufiBcient support for each issue. In 
a bipartisan fashion, the committee held two hearings on those 
requests, allowing advocates to air their concerns. We set a dead
line for ourselves that this bill would be in a position to pass this 
fall and ready for implementation on the effective date of January 
1,2004. The deadline we set for ourselves was October 15,2003. 
After the hearings, it was a matter of hammering out differences, 
which we again accomplished in a bipartisan fashion. We re
ported the bill from the committee on our self-imposed deadline 
of October 15 with a unanimous vote. 

I commend Senator Kukovich for his bipartisan leadership 
and his commitment to the seniors. We all know that as a result 
of medical advances during the past half century, drugs have 
improved the quality of seniors' lives and are used as alternatives 
to more invasive procedures. Recognizing those medical ad
vances, we long ago made a commitment to our seniors to fund 
prescription drugs from the Lottery proceeds. This bill continues 
that commitment by increasing the number of seniors who qual
ify. This is particularly good news for seniors whose income has 
been swelled by otherwise welcome cost-of-living adjustments 
under Social Security. We used Act 77 tobacco settlement funds 
to ensure their continued eligibility until the end of this year. 
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Now this bill will allow them to qualify under the newly ex
panded eligibility levels. 

Under the expansions of the program's income limit, under 
PACE it will raise $500. It will be $14,500 for a single person 
and $17,700 for a couple. Under PAGENET, and this again is 
through the Senate, and I commend the Senate leadership, the 
new eligibility limits are expanded from $16,000 to $23,500 for 
a single person, and from $17,200 to $31,500 for a couple. 
Moreover, we have been told that the former $500 annual de
ductible had been a deterrent for individuals to apply for this 
benefit; therefore, the PAGENET deductible will be applied on 
a monthly basis, so that as soon as seniors spend $40 for drugs in 
any given month, he or she will become eligible for PAGENET 
benefits. 

We also instituted some cost-saving measures in this bill to 
require that pharmaceutical companies provide PACE with the 
same rebate as Medicaid enjoys. Pharmacists will be reimbursed 
at the Federal upper limit payment levels for generic drugs. 
Copayments by recipients will provide incentives to continue to 
keep the cost of drugs at manageable levels. These three affected 
groups were willing to help us in the passage of House Bill No. 
888. They all had a stake in the viability of the PACE program. 
The administration's Lottery revenue projections, together with 
the cost-saving programs, have enabled the Senate to expand our 
PACE and PAGENET benefits to an additional 450,000 seniors. 
Other measures in the bill, like the clearinghouse, will allow 
seniors to access benefit programs and facilitate communications 
with voluntary health organizations to receive needed support for 
the particular state of the disease. A toll-free number, as well as 
the Department of Aging's Internet site, will allow quick access 
to benefit information. 

Specifically, I would like to thank my Minority chairman, 
Senator Kukovich, for working in such a bipartisan manner, and 
also for his cooperation throughout hearings of the Senate Com
mittee on Aging and Youth. I would specifically like to thank the 
Senate Republican Leadership, Senator Jubelirer and Senator 
Brightbill, for their tremendous leadership and commitment to 
this issue. I would also like to thank the Senate Republican staff, 
Joanne McGreevy, Donna Malpezzi, and Drew Crompton, for 
their continued commitment to our seniors across Pennsylvania. 
I thank each and every one of the Members here today and the 
Members of the Senate Committee on Aging and Youth for their 
dedication. I would be remiss not to mention Senator Mowery, 
who has taken a tremendous lead in the past on the Committee on 
Public Health and Welfare on this very, very important issue. 

I think today in the Senate is a day of cooperation and biparti
sanship, and that is what has enabled us to move this bill after we 
held hearings on this issue, and we still need to work on this is
sue, but together we have resolved differences to bring this bill 
before you today. Together, in a bipartisan fashion, the Members 
will cast a vote for this bill. Together, Members will cast a vote 
for over 450,000 seniors across Pennsylvania. Together, we have 
made a better bill, and may I commend all of you and ask for a 
"yes" vote. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Westmoreland, Senator Kukovich. 

Senator KUKOVICH. Madam President, I think Senator Orie 
did an excellent job of outlining what this legislation does. I 

think it is important to point out that from the time this process 
started, there were key concepts that needed to be maintained in 
order to make this bill as effective as possible and reach as many 
elderly Pennsylvanians as possible. Through the process in the 
House and after it came here, as Senator Orie said, once it 
reached the Committee on Aging and Youth, there was a threat 
that we could have been pulled apart. There were so many inter
ests trying to do so many things with this bill, but I think through 
all that process, we were able to maintain those key concepts, the 
items that Senator Orie enumerated in her comments. 

I would also point out that the great expansion here for eligi
bility is among PAGENET. And historically, one of the items 
that prevented, I think, many seniors from taking advantage of 
PAGENET is the fact that the upfront deductible of $500 in the 
current law was such a deterrent. That is one of the key concepts 
we were able to maintain through the House process, the Senate 
process, and we are bringing that to the floor today. The fact that 
it is $40 a month throughout the year is so much more manage
able. It is no longer a deterrent. We are going to see tremendous 
growth there. 

I do want to thank Senator Orie for her leadership as chairman 
of the committee, and also the committee Members. All of them 
had a lot of involvement in this process and issues that they 
wanted to resolve on behalf of their constituents. I want to thank 
Governor Rendell, who earlier this year brought all four Cau
cuses together in a bipartisan fashion. I think the House and Sen
ate acted that way. Ultimately, we have also. 

I would like to say, going back about 3 years, there are a cou
ple Members who I think deserve to be singled out. Clearly, Sen
ator Mellow has been very passionate about this issue, and Sena
tor Costa did some very complicated work early on with a pro
posal that helped to lay the groundwork. Along with Senator 
Orie, I want to thank the Senate Republican Leadership, who I 
think with their language toward the end made the bill even 
better. I think there was input from all sides on this. What is most 
important is after we pass this bill this evening, I am convinced, 
based on discussions we have had during the course of the day 
with the Department of Aging, the Governor, the Governor's 
Office, and key House Members with whom I have talked, they 
have found this acceptable. So I think once the House is back in 
Session, that we will be able to move on this, we will be able to 
get it to the Governor's Office, and we will be able, on January 
1, to begin that process. It is now very important for us also to do 
the outreach, to make sure that maybe as many as 115,000 se
niors will be able to sign up and be enrolled and receive the ben
efits that they so richly deserve, and I do want to thank every
body. 

I hope, apart from this issue, that the process that we went 
through and the way this was accomplished will serve to be an 
example of what we can do when we operate in a bipartisan fash
ion, and I hope that will set the tone for the rest of this Session 
and beyond. 

Thank you, Madam President. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore (Robert C. Jubelirer) in 
the Chair. 



1106 LEGISLATIVE JOURNAL — SENATE OCTOBER 28, 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Philadelphia, Senator Stack. 

Senator STACK. Mr. President, I have just one point of clari
fication. Would the Majority Leader stand for interrogation? 

Senator BRIGHTBILL. Mr. President, I will be happy to do 
that. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The gentleman indicates that 
he would be delighted to chat with you. 

Senator STACK. Mr. President, would the Majority Leader be 
able to clarify if the language of this bill affects any of the cur
rent contracts now servicing the PACE program? 

Senator BRIGHTBILL. Mr. President, no, it does not. It is my 
understanding, and the intention of the language in House Bill 
No. 888, that it is not intended to affect any of the current con
tracts now servicing the PACE program. 

Senator STACK. Mr. President, I appreciate the Majority 
Leader's willingness for interrogation and his response. 

Thank you, Mr. President. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair recognizes the 

gentleman from Allegheny, Senator Costa. 
Senator COSTA. Mr. President, today, with the passage soon 

of the PACE expansion plan in the Senate, we are prepared to 
deliver real prescription drug benefits to over 100,000 seniors 
who have struggled for years to cope with high drug costs. The 
action we will take here today has been long overdue, but I am 
extremely pleased we are taking this action for our seniors. As a 
sponsor of the Senate Democratic plan referred to as FAIRx, I 
am especially happy that our collective determined effort 
launched more than 3 years ago has finally paid off. Mr. Presi
dent, our purpose was very clear: to provide affordable prescrip
tion drugs to more of our senior population, our senior citizens, 
and all of us on both sides of the aisle have worked for many 
years on this issue in one way or another. We have been to many 
hearings, meetings, and briefings, and most importantly, Mr. 
President, we spoke to our seniors. We learned how difficult it 
was for them to manage on fixed incomes and still pay the high 
cost for prescription drugs, and we have overcome obstacles 
ranging from tough drug manufacturing lobbies to a sincere de
sire that it was more prudent for Pennsylvania to wait for others 
to act before we could do anything. 

During that time, the public became restless and frustrated, 
and they believed that we did not listen to their call. Mr. Presi
dent, though today we are reversing that perception that we did 
not hear what our seniors had to say, we are taking the kind of 
action that we originally sought in our FAIRx plan, helping se
niors manage prescription drug costs. As was the intent of this 
plan, Mr. President, as well as plans introduced by many of my 
colleagues, both Members who are here today and Members who 
served with us before, what we are poised to deliver today for 
our seniors is access to lower cost prescription drugs without new 
taxes. We also draw upon government efficiencies, as well as 
Lottery revenues and other resources to increase participation in 
the PACE and PAGENET drug program by one-third, over 
100,000 new individuals. Mr. President, I am very pleased that 
we are moving this legislation forward today, that we are making 
the kind of changes that will help so many seniors in their every
day lives. 

I, too, would like to recognize a number of my colleagues for 
their fine work in this effort, particularly Senator Kukovich on 
the Democratic side as the Minority chairperson of the Commit
tee on Aging and Youth, who has led our Caucus for the past 
year or so down this path, working very closely with Senator 
Mellow. I would like to recognize both of them for their long
standing leadership on this issue, as well as Senator Orie for her 
input as the Senate Majority chairperson of the Committee on 
Aging and Youth. Mr. President, I would also like to recognize 
our Majority Leader, because without his efforts to move this 
legislation forward, we would not be standing here today about 
to embark upon a very significant day in Pennsylvania's history, 
particularly as it relates to our senior citizens. So, I am very 
grateful to all of my colleagues, the ones I just mentioned, as well 
as so many others who have participated in this process for the 
past few years. So we can stand here today and make certain we 
move forward on a very important piece of legislation, and I ask 
my colleagues, obviously, to support this legislation, but more 
importantly, I call upon our colleagues in the House of Represen
tatives to concur in the amendments made in House Bill No. 888. 

Thank you, Mr. President. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair recognizes the 

gentleman from Lehigh, Senator Dent. 
Senator DENT. Mr. President, I, too, rise in support of House 

Bill No. 888, legislation that substantially increases eligibility for 
prescription drug assistance for seniors through PACE and 
PAGENET. I, too, want to commend my colleagues who worked 
together in a very bipartisan manner, the Governor, and everyone 
else for their leadership associated with this legislation. 

As many of us know, Pennsylvania currently commits $400 
million every year from the Lottery Fund for prescription assis
tance to seniors, more generous than any State in the nation. Se
niors typically use more prescriptions, and therefore are more 
affected by price increases than younger people. Studies show 
that the average Medicare beneficiary uses 18 to 24 prescriptions 
each year. That is twice as many used by people under the age of 
65. The average annual drug cost for seniors is about $700 to 
$800 with wide variations. Because they are harder hit by price 
increases, many seniors simply cannot afford their medications 
and must juggle their budgets just to meet these costs. Periodic 
Social Security COLAs have put seniors' incomes just over the 
eligibility limits for PACE. Participation in PACE has fallen 
from 500,000 people in the late 1980s to 224,000 this year. 
House Bill No. 888 will add over 100,000 senior citizens to 
PACE and PAGENET rolls. PAGENET limits will increase by 
more than $6,000 for individuals and $11,000 for married cou
ples. 

Affordable prescription drug coverage is crucial for senior 
citizens living on a fixed income. Over the past 8 years, drug 
costs have rapidly escalated. We need to reach more people with 
PACE and PAGENET and ensure that seniors who currently 
have benefits continue to receive their coverage. Some people 
have complained that the process that led to House Bill No. 888 
has moved too slowly, but as we know, there are very many is
sues involved, and I believe that the refinements made here today 
are very helpful and have strengthened what was a good product 
and have made it even better. 
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Yes, it has been a long road, but it has paid off, and with 
House Bill No. 888, we now have a bill that protects PACE and 
PAGENET, and allows us to provide coverage to more senior 
citizens, and I, too, again want to congratulate Senator Orie and 
many of our colleagues on the other side of the aisle, as well as 
our colleagues in the House, and the Governor's Office, for their 
leadership. 

Thank you, Mr. President. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair recognizes the 

gentlewoman from Northampton, Senator Boscola. 
Senator BOSCOLA. Mr. President, our senior citizens have 

waited a long time for this day. For years, they have skipped 
meals and gone without things that most of us take for granted so 
they could pay for the pills that they need. They have skipped 
days of taking their medication and even cut their pills in half to 
make their prescriptions last longer. So many older Pennsylvani
ans have struggled far too long, trying to afford the prescription 
drugs they need. 

I want to thank my fellow colleagues, especially the Demo
crats who, for years now, have been trying to get this passed 
through the Senate, and I remember days when we were reading 
post cards from our constituency, people, real people telling us 
their stories about how they could not afford their prescription 
drugs, the drugs that they needed. I want to thank my leader, 
Senator Mellow, and Senator Kukovich for all their hard work, 
and Senator Orie and the entire body for doing their part to help 
all of us do what is right for our senior citizens. 

There are just two things that I want to tell everybody who 
might be watching this at home. Do not be fooled the next time 
you hear promises coming from Washington and the politicians 
in Washington, because I believe that is one of the reasons why 
this bill was held up for a while. Second of all, the problem, and 
here it is, the problem of high price prescription drugs will soon 
reach a crisis in our Commonwealth and in our country. The high 
cost of prescription drugs is not a problem that concerns just 
low-income senior citizens. Rising drug costs have fueled the 
rising cost of health care, and these forces will continue to 
threaten the welfare of every single working family in Pennsylva
nia unless we do something about it. 

Mr. President, I am pleased that our older Pennsylvanians will 
not have to wait one day longer for the help they desperately 
need with their prescription drug coverage. I ask for an affirma
tive vote. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Philadelphia, Senator Stack. 

Senator STACK. Mr. President, there are times when this job 
is very gratifying, and today is one of those times, because the 
efforts of the last several years have not been for nothing. The 
hours of listening to seniors tell their heartbreaking stories, the 
meetings at the senior centers across this State, the testimony of 
the medical experts and the advocates for senior citizens, the 
work that went into drafting and promoting legislation, the 
speeches on the Senate floor, have finally borne fruit. I can hon
estly say that passage of this legislation has been one of the high
lights of my first term here in the Senate. It contains best-price 
language, of which I have been an advocate for over 2 years. 
This kind of best-price language is going to save the PACE pro
gram at least $31 million a year. Working with my colleagues for 

this impressive expansion is the kind of important work I came 
here to do, and it is one of the reasons I first decided to run for 
public office. More seniors are going to be able to receive pre
scription drugs at dramatically reduced rates. This is important 
work, and the people of Pennsylvania can be proud that Demo
crats and Republicans worked together to get the job done. 

I thank my colleagues on both sides of the aisle for all their 
hard work. It has been a long road to get to this point, but I thank 
the senior citizens of Pennsylvania for their faith and persever
ance. 

Thank you, Mr. President. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair recognizes the 

gentlewoman from Philadelphia, Senator Schwartz. 
Senator SCHWARTZ. Mr. President, I just rise also to declare 

some victory tonight. I think we can all feel really good about the 
fact that we are finally at this moment to be able to expand PACE 
and PAGENET for seniors in Pennsylvania. We do have almost 
2 million seniors in Pennsylvania. Obviously, it would be even 
a greater victory if we could say that we reached out to each and 
every one of them. But what we do know, and we have talked 
about it so much on the floor of the Senate, is that we have a 
wonderful model program here in Pennsylvania called PACE 
that, in fact, we can expand without new tax dollars. By simply 
being smarter in the way we do it is extremely important, and I 
am very proud that we are able to stand up tonight and say that 
we looked at what was already a good initiative, a good program 
here in Pennsylvania to help low-income seniors have access to 
prescription drugs, often lifesaving, and certainly 
health-maintaining prescription drugs. We did it by going back 
and seeing if we could be smarter in the way we managed this 
program and the way we offered it, and we learned from what did 
not work in PAGENET and the high deductibility, and we actu
ally were able to create a month-by-month situation, so that we 
could ~ I am sorry, I am seeing you smile up there. I do not 
know whether there is something very amusing going on behind 
me. I hope it is not me. I hope it is something else going on be
hind me that is creating amusement at the front there, but it was 
distracting for a moment and I apologize, Mr. President. 

Let me just conclude by saying that I am pleased to be a part 
of this. I am glad that it is a bipartisan effort, that we are able to 
once again see Pennsylvania be a leader in offering a smart pro
gram to our seniors, that we do not stop here, but we consider 
other ways in the years ahead to expand prescription drug bene
fits to other Pennsylvania seniors. We are hoping to see another 
100,000, 115,000 seniors be able to benefit from this initiative. 
I would also say that you heard comments that we expect some 
effort on the part of Washington, and we do understand that if we 
are really going to address the prescription drug benefits needs, 
particularly of seniors in this State and in this country, we are 
going to need to have Washington take some action as well. 

I hope, Mr. President, they look as they have in the past at 
Pennsylvania as a leader in offering health benefits in innovative 
ways to both seniors as we have for children, and that they look 
at the PACE program and PAGENET program and learn from 
our success and our benefit to seniors. So, I hope that we pass 
this and that it gets passed fairly quickly in the House, and that 
we are able to meet the January 1 deadline to offer prescription 
drug benefits to many more seniors in Pennsylvania. 
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Thank you, Mr. President. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair recognizes the 

gentleman from Allegheny, Senator Wagner. 
Senator WAGNER. Mr. President, I rise also along with all 

my colleagues in support of House Bill No. 888. 
Mr. President, October 28 is a very significant day in the his

tory of Pennsylvania in that it changes the direction in which 
PACE has been going for almost two decades. It started out with 
approximately 400,000 participating seniors, and it has declined 
gradually in the last 20 years. Well, Mr. President, the action 
being taken today by the Senate of Pennsylvania and the previous 
action by the House of Representatives changes that decline, that 
slide, that loss of seniors qualifying for prescription drugs. As 
has been stated by my colleagues, we are going to add 100,000 
or 115,000 seniors to the PACE program, really, an unbelievable 
increase, actually, increasing it by 50 percent, which will in fact 
add approximately 2,000 seniors in each one of our districts to 
the PACE program, and will really provide life-sustaining drugs 
that they previously may not have been able to afford. 

So today, Mr. President, was very, very significant, and the 
beauty of it is that there are no new taxes associated with the 
expansion of this program, and no new taxes when you can add 
100,000 Pennsylvanians is really saying something very, very 
positive. Mr. President, the other very positive thing that has 
occurred is that we have not waited for the Federal Medicaid 
drug program to be enacted, and I know that has been talked 
about in this Chamber, in this State, that we should wait for the 
Federal government. Well, we did not, and we have moved for
ward with our own program in hopes that a Federal program will 
occur later and it can supplement the State program and possibly 
add another 100,000 seniors to a pharmaceutical drug program 
that is a combination of the Federal program and the State pro
gram. 

Mr. President, my compliments go out also to everyone who 
has worked so hard on this legislation. Representatives Vance 
and Eachus in the House of Representatives, the leadership in the 
House, the leadership here in the Senate, the Majority Leader, 
who has been very supportive to move this legislation, my lead
ers, Senator Mellow has been aggressively pursuing the expan
sion of PACE for several years. So the leadership has really em
braced this program, along with Senator Kukovich, Senator Orie, 
Senator Costa, Senator Boscola, Senator Schwartz, Senator 
Kitchen, Senator O'Pake, I could go on and on. All of us have 
embraced this program, have stood on this floor and advocated 
its expansion, but especially Governor Rendell. The Governor 
made this a center point when he was running for Governor and 
followed through with it. He really made a commitment and he 
worked with the General Assembly to get it done, and that is 
something that is extremely positive, and I believe, as Senator 
Kukovich indicated earlier, hopefully, is a beginning of other 
things to come. 

Mr. President, I have a silver ribbon on that many of us have 
worn for the past several years, which symbolizes the expansion 
of the PACE program, and today is really a victory for the se
niors, not for us, but for the seniors of Pennsylvania, because 
beginning January 1, 2004, this program will be expanded. Mr. 
President, probably the most important thing I can say today is 
for those who are listening, the children of seniors, the grandchil

dren of seniors, because this program is expanding dramatically 
by $10,000 for couples and $5,000 for single seniors to qualify 
for the PAGENET program. One of our goals is to get the mes
sage out, to let seniors know that they may now qualify for PACE 
when in fact they did not in the past. So, hopefully, that message 
will get out over the next several weeks. 

Mr. President, in conclusion, I simply want to compliment 
everyone, because this has been a unanimous effort of the execu
tive and the legislative branches of government, and it is a vic
tory for the seniors of Pennsylvania. 

Thank you. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair recognizes the 

gentleman from Montgomery, Senator Rafferty. 
Senator RAFFERTY. Mr. President, as a newly-elected Mem

ber to this body, this has been a learning experience for me, 
watching the operations of House Bill No. 888 move through the 
Senate, and I want to commend Senator Orie and Senator 
Kukovich for their leadership with the Committee on Aging and 
Youth and their efforts in forming and finalizing a piece of legis
lation that is going to benefit many more senior citizens in Penn
sylvania. Despite some cries to push through the legislation in its 
original form when it came from the House, they stuck to their 
guns, along with the Governor, and worked in a truly bipartisan 
effort to hold hearings to make certain that this piece of legisla
tion was one that would even go above and beyond the original 
piece of legislation that came over from the House, to include an 
additional 100,000 senior citizens in the PACE and PAGENET 
program. 

So, I commend Senator Orie and Senator Kukovich for their 
efforts. They withstood some calls for the rushing of this bill, 
stuck to their guns, made sure that we had the best piece of legis
lation available for our seniors, and has now given us a goal to 
work for in the coming years to include many more seniors in the 
PACE and PAGENET program. So, I commend them for their 
efforts, and tonight I think that we as Senators, to follow what 
Senator Wagner said, should compliment, commend, and be 
happy for those seniors who are partners with us in the PACE 
and PAGENET program, and now many more who are to be 
included in the PACE and PAGENET program because of the 
efforts of the Senate in finalizing House Bill No. 888 as it ap
pears before us tonight. 

Thank you, Mr. President. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair recognizes the 

gentleman from Allegheny, Senator Ferlo. 
Senator FERLO. Mr. President, there is so much at stake, and 

no matter how late, I am proud to finally cast my vote for 888. 
Thank you. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair especially thanks 

Senator Ferlo. 
The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Lebanon, Senator 

Brightbill. 
Senator BRIGHTBILL. Mr. President, Senator Ferlo is cer

tainly improving in his debate. 
(Laughter.) 
Having been here for a year and watched the gentleman on the 

floor, I recommend the style he has moved to to be far better than 
his beginning, and of course that is what life is all about, that we 
learn and improve. 
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Mr. President, I just want to say a few words. I want to con
gratulate, first of all, the chair of the Committee on Aging and 
Youth, Senator Jane Orie, as well as the chair of the Committee 
on Public Health and Welfare, Senator Hal Mowery, and their 
respective staffs. I would also like to congratulate Senator Mel
low for his work and also the committee chair on the Democratic 
side. 

One of the troubles with moving this legislation, and we have 
worked on this for maybe a year and a half to 3 years, is simply 
that expanding PACE is very, very expensive, and we found that 
the smallest expansion of PACE, which has no deductible, costs 
a lot of money. Meanwhile, the expansion of PAGENET, which 
has a $500 deductible, is a far less expensive item, and therefore, 
for a small increase in PACE, we can have a very large increase 
in PAGENET. Basically, this Chamber and I think this General 
Assembly, for the last 2 or 3 years, has been locked in debate 
about what is the best way to move forward. Do we move for
ward by expanding PACE and abandoning PAGENET, or do we 
move forward by expanding PAGENET? PACE, by the way, was 
the creation of Senator Joe Loeper from Delaware County, who 
was the sponsor of the bill back in the early 1980s, and 
PAGENET was the creation of Senator Dave Heckler. PACE, I 
believe, was signed by Dick Thomburgh, and PAGENET by 
Tom Ridge, as governors. 

So when Ed Rendell became the Governor of Pennsylvania, 
we had this debate going on, and he did basically two things. 
Number one, he did the things that were necessary to increase the 
revenues from the Lottery, which are going to fund this; and, 
number two, he basically, at some point after studying this, came 
out for what is essentially the program we are adopting tonight, 
which is a small expansion of PACE and a large expansion of 
PAGENET. I think, honestly, in this case, Governor Rendell gets 
a lot of credit for getting this done, and we over here on this side 
of the aisle want to congratulate him for showing leadership in 
this area. We understand that there was a philosophical differ
ence. He came down, and we think the compromise that he pro
posed was a good compromise, and we believe that this is a good 
result. 

So, at the end of the day, I think we can all take some credit. 
I think the other side of the aisle can take some credit for being 
advocates for PACE, we can take some credit for being advo
cates for PAGENET, and Governor Rendell can take some credit 
for having the leadership to do the compromise, which, in this 
business, is often the most difficult thing. So, we ask for an affir
mative vote, and we hope that the House of Representatives co
mes back quickly and passes it. We believe we are going to keep 
our commitment that we made earlier this year that this would be 
passed in time, into law, so that the benefits would take effect in 
January of 2004. 

And the question recurring, 
Shall the bill pass finally? 

The yeas and nays were taken agreeably to the provisions of 
the Constitution and were as follows, viz: 

YEA-48 

Armstrong 
Boscola 
Brightbill 
Conti 
Corman 
Costa 
Dent 
Earll 
Erickson 
Ferlo 
Fumo 
Greenleaf 

Hughes 
Jubelirer 
Kasunic 
Kitchen 
Kukovich 
LaValle 
Lemmond 
Logan 
Madigan 
Mellow 
Mowery 
Musto 

O'Pake 
Orie 
Piccola 
Pileggi 
Punt 
Rafiferty 
Rhoades 
Robbins 
Scamati 
Schwartz 
Stack 
Stout 

Tartaglione 
Thompson 
Tomlinson 
Wagner 
Waugh 
Wenger 
White, Donald 
White, Mary Jo 
Williams, Anthony H. 
Williams, Constance 
Wonderling 
Wozniak 

NAY-0 

A constitutional majority of all the Senators having voted 
"aye," the question was determined in the affirmative. 

Ordered, That the Secretary of the Senate return said bill to 
the House of Representatives with information that the Senate 
has passed the same with amendments in which concurrence of 
the House is requested. 

ADJOURNMENT 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Lebanon, Senator Brightbill. 

Senator BRIGHTBILL. Mr. President, I move that the Senate 
do now adjourn until Wednesday, October 29,2003, at 11 a.m., 
Eastern Standard Time. 

The motion was agreed to by voice vote. 
The Senate adjourned at 6:07 p.m., Eastern Standard Time. 


