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The Senate met at 11:30 a.m., Eastern Standard Time.

The PRESIDENT (Lieutenant Governor Mark S. Schweiker)
in the Chair.

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Pastor DOUG COMPTON, of Aldersgate
United Methodist Church, Miftlintown, offered the following
prayer:

At this time let us pray.
Almighty God, Creator of all nations and governments, we

call upon You to provide guidance to those who have answered
the call to public service. We ask that You will enable each
Senator and elected officer of this great State ofPennsylvania to
rise above self-interest and promote the common good.

Teach us to see every question of policy in the light of our
faith, that we may check in ourselves and in others every pas
sion that makes for unkind judgments and all prompting of
self-assurance. Grant us insight to recognize the needs and aspi
rations of people throughout the State, and remove all suspi
cions and misunderstandings.

Look graciously, 0 Lord, upon this land. Where it is in pride,
subdue it; where it is in need, supply it; where it is in error,
rectify it; where it is in default, restore it; and where it holds to
that which is just and compassionate, support it.

Gracious Lord, as You anointed leaders and called prophets
of old, lead us to serve as true representatives and authentic
leaders, men and women who love Your people and can walk
with them, who feel their pain and share their joys, who dream
their dreams and strive to accompany them to their common
goal.

We ask a special blessing upon each family represented here
today. Be with the spouses and children. Keep them safe in our
absence and ever growing in love with each other. In Your fire,
with Your spirit, embolden and commission us to transform our
political system to serve Your people and to bring real glory to
your name. Amen.

The PRESIDENT. The Chair thanks Pastor Compton, who
is the guest today of Senator Corman.

JOURNAL APPROVED

The PRESIDENT. A quorum ofthe Senate being present, the
Clerk will read the Journal of the preceding Session of March
20,2000.

The Clerk proceeded to read the Journal of the preceding
Session, when, on motion ofSenator LOEPER, and agreed to by
voice vote, further reading was dispensed with and the Journal
was approved.

HOUSE MESSAGES

HOUSE CONCURS IN SENATE BILL

The Clerk of the House of Representatives returned to the
Senate SB 1038, with the information the House has passed the
same without amendments.

HOUSE CONCURS IN SENATE
CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

The Clerk ofthe House ofRepresentatives informed the Sen
ate that the House has concurred in resolution ftQm the Senate,
entitled:

Recess adjournment.

HOUSE BILLS FOR CONCURRENCE

The Clerk of the House of Representatives presented to the
Senate the following bills for concurrence, which were referred
to the committees indicated:

March 21. 2000

HB 1085 -- Committee on Education.
HB 2149 - Committee on Community and Economic Devel

opment.

BILLS INTRODUCED AND REFERRED

The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the following Senate
Bills numbered, entitled, and referred as follows, which were
read by the Clerk:

March 21. 2000

Senators HART, HELFRICK, WOZNIAK, EARLL,
TILGHMAN, WHITE, THOMPSON and DENT presented to
the Chair SB 1346, entitled:
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An Act amending Title 18 (Crimes and Offenses) of the Pennsyl
vania Consolidated Statutes, further providing for endangering welfare
of children.

Which was committed to the Committee on JUDICIARY,
March 21,2000.

Senators GERLACH, GREENLEAF, MOWERY, EARLL,
LEMMOND, KITCHEN and COSTA presented to the Chair

SB 1347, entitled:
An Act amending Title 18 (Crimes and Offenses) of the Pennsyl

vania Consolidated Statutes, providing for an offense relating to contra
band.

Which was committed to the Committee on JUDICIARY,
March 21, 2000.

BILL SIGNED

The PRESIDENT (Lieutenant Governor Mark S. Schweiker)
in the presence of the Senate signed the following bill:

SB 1038.

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES

Senator HOLL, from the Committee on Banking and Insur
ance, reported the following bills:

SB 198 (pr. No. 194)

An Act regulating the amomt ofproperty insurance coverage re
quired by certain lenders.

SB 1281 (pr. No. 1643)

An Act relating to the satisfaction of mortgages; providing for
certain forms; fixing fees; and making repeals.

Senator BELL, from the Committee on Consumer Protection

and Professional Licensure, reported the following bills:

SB 537 (pr. No. 546)

An Act requiring that, when motor vehicles are serviced or re
paired, any parts replaced must be returned upon request; and provid
ing penalties for noncompliance.

SB 599 (pr. No. 1810) (Amended)

An Act amending the act of December 20, 1985 (P.L.457,
No.112), entitled Medical Practice Act of 1985, providing for certifica
tion of athletic trainers by the State Board of Medicine; and making
repeals.

SB 1284 (pr. No. 1811) (Amended)

An Act amending the act ofOctober 5, 1978 (P.L.ll09, No.261),
entitled Osteopathic Medical Practice Act, further providing for respi
ratoIy care practitioners certificates and permits; providing for refusal
or suspension or revocation of respiratory care practitioner certificates,
for automatic suspension and temporary suspension of respiratory care
practitioners, for impaired professionals and for continuing respiratory
care education.

SB 1285 (pr. No. 1812) (Amended)

An Act amending the act ofDecember 20, 1985 (P.L.457 No.112),
entitled Medical Practice Act of 1985, further providing for respiratory
care practitioners; providing for refusal or suspension or revocation of
respiratory care practitioner certificates, for automatic suspension and
temporary suspension of respiratory care practitioners, for impaired
professionals and for continuing respiratory care education.

SB 1335 (pr. No. 1813) (Amended)

An Act amending the act of October 5, 1978 (P.L.I109, No.261),
entitled Osteopathic Medical Practice Act, providing for certification
of athletic trainers by the State Board of Osteopathic Medicine; and
making repeals.

Senator HART, from the Committee on Finance, reported the
following bills:

SB 2 (pr. No. 1804)

An Act providing a State rebate to homeowners and for the powers
and duties of the Department of Revenue and local assessors; and
imposing penalties.

SB 4 (pr. No. 1818)

An Act amending the act ofMarch 4, 1971 (P.L.6, No.2), entitled
Tax Refonn Code of 1971, reducing the rate ofthe capital stock fran
chise tax; providing for a phaseout of the capital stock franchise tax;
and making a repeal.

SB 6 (pr. No. 1809) (Amended)

An Act amending the act ofMarch 4, 1971 (P.L.6. No.2), entitled
Tax Reform Code of 1971. adding an exemption from and reducing the
rate of inheritance taxes.

SB 1188 (pr. No. 1493)

An Act amending the act ofMarch 4, 1971 (P.L.6, No.2), entitled
Tax Refonn Code of 1971, further providing for personal income tax
deftnitions.

SB 1300 (pr. No. 1730)

An Act amending the act ofMarch 4, 1971 (PL.6, No.2). entitled
Tax Reform Code of 1971. eliminating a requirement for a minimum
liability under the capital stock franchise tax; and making a repeal.

SB 1328 (pr. No. 1718)

An Act amending the act of March 4, 1971 (P.L.6, No.2). entitled
Tax Reform Code of 1971, providing a temporary exclusion from tax
for certain personal computer sales.

SB 1350 (pr. No. 1795)

An Act amending the act of March 4, 1971 (P.L.6, No.2) entitled
Tax Reform Code of 1971, expanding eligibility for special poverty
provisions for personal income tax.

LEGISLATIVE LEAVES

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Delaware, Senator Loeper.



2000 LEGISLATIVE JOURNAL - SENATE 1395

Senator LOEPER Mr. President, I request a legislative leave
for today's Session on behalfof Senator Robbins, and a tempo
rary Capitol leave for today's Session on behalf of Senator
Gerlach.

The PRESIDENT. Senator Loeper requests a temporary
Capitol leave for Senator Gerlach, and a legislative leave for
Senator Robbins. Without objection, those leaves are granted.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Allegheny, Sena
tor Bodack.

Senator BODACK.. Mr. President, I request legislative leaves
for Senator Belan, Senator Schwartz, and Senator Williams.

The PRESIDENT. Senator Bodack requests legislative leaves
for Senator Belan, Senator Schwartz, and Senator Williams.
Without objection, those leaves are granted.

CALENDAR

SB 1 CALLED UP OUT OF ORDER

SB 1 (pr. No. 1728) -- Without objection, the bill was called
up out oforder, from page I of the Third Consideration Calen
dar, by Senator LOEPER, as a Special Order of Business.

PREFERRED APPROPRIATION BILL ON THIRD
CONSIDERATION AND FINAL PASSAGE

SB 1 (pr. No. 1728) -- The Senate proceeded to consider
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act to provide from the General Fund for the expenses of the
Executive, Legislative and Judicial Departments of the Common
wealth, the public debt and for the public schools for the fiscal year
July 1,2000, to June 30, 2001, for certain institutions and organiza
tions, and for the payment ofbills incwred and remaining unpaid at the
close of the fiscal year ending June 30, 2000~ and to provide for the
additional appropriation of Federal and State funds for the Executive
Department of the Commonwealth for the fiscal year July 1, 1999, to
June 30, 2000, and for the payment of bills incurred and remaining
unpaid at the close ofthe fiscal year ending June 30, 1999.

Considered the third time and agreed to,

On the question,
Shall the bill pass finally?

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Delaware, Senator Loeper.

Senator LOEPER. Mr. President, Senate Bill No. I is a bill
that we entertained last week in the Committee on Appropria
tions, as well as yesterday on the floor, and it reflects the begin
ning ofthe budgetary process for the year 2000-0I. The general
appropriations bill that is before us most likely will not be the
final document that is adopted when we complete our budget
dehberations between the House and the Senate, but it is a very
responsible beginning point, Mr. President, in the process. I
believe that the areas that have been contained in this budget
and spending bill for next year are ones that reflect the priority
of all Pennsylvanians, particularly as it relates to the area of
education, the area of special education, many of the needs that
we have discussed on this floor during many previous months
and will continue to discuss as budget deliberations continue.

I would simply indicate, Mr. President, that once again this
is a step forward in the process, moving this vehicle out of the
Senate to the House of Representatives today, and I encourage
all my colleagues to cast an affirmative vote on Senate Bill No.
1.

Thank you, Mr. President.
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from

Philadelphia, Senator Furno.
Senator FUMO. Mr. President, I join the Majority Leader in

the request that we pass Senate Bill No. I with the clear under
standing that this is only a vehicle. We on this side do not agree
with everything in it and we recognize that the process is just
beginning, that we will be having conversations, and ultimately
this will come out of a conference committee. I ask my col
leagues on this side of the aisle to vote "yes," but with the clear
understanding that we are not voting "yes" on the policies set
forth in the budget.

Thank you.

And the question recurring,
Shall the bill pass finally?

The yeas and nays were taken agreeably to the provisions of
the Constitution and were as follows, viz:

YEA-50

Annstrong Greenleaf Mellow Stout
Belan Hart Mowery Tartaglione
Bell Helfrick Murphy Thompson
Bodack Holl Musto Tilghman
Boscola Hughes O'Pake Tomlinson
Brightbill Jubelirer Piccola Wagner
Conti Kasunic Punt Waugh
Corman Kitchen Rhoades Wenger
Costa Kukovich Robbins White
Dent laValle Salvatore Williams
Earll Lemmond Schwartz Womiak
Furno Loeper Slocum
Gerlach Madigan Stapleton

NAY-o

A constitutional majority of all the Senators having voted
"aye," the question was determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That the SecretaIy of the Senate present said bill to
the House of Representatives for concurrence.

SB 7 CALLED UP OUT OF ORDER

SB 7 (Pr. No. 18(0) -- Without objection, the bill was called
up out oforder, from page 2 of the Third Consideration Calen
dar, by Senator LOEPER, as a Special Order of Business.

BILL ON THIRD CONSIDERATION
AND FINAL PASSAGE

SB 7 (pr. No. 1800) -- The Senate proceeded to consider
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act establishing a grant program for volunteer fITe companies
and volunteer ambulance services~ making appropriations~ and making
a repeal.
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Considered the third time and agreed to,
And the amendments made thereto having been printed as

required by the Constitution,

On the question,
Shall the bill pass finally?

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Montgomery, Senator Tilghman.

Senator Tll...GHMAN. Mr. President, I would like to make a
few remarks relative to Senate Bill No.7, and I have also typed
some remarks and will submit them for the record.

This legislation is a big jump forward for the volunteer fire
companies. As you all know, this program started at $15 million
and is now at $25 million - 22 million of those dollars go to the
fire companies and 3 million of the dollars go to the ambulance
corps that help out the fire companies with their various ambu
lance services. This is a step forward and it will certainly help
the volunteer fire companies. As many of you know, there are
more volunteer fire companies in Pennsylvania than in any
other State in the Union. The volunteer fire company started in
Pennsylvania. Ben Franklin started the volunteer fire companies
with a small company known as the Union Fire Company, and
here we are today getting some additional funds into the fire
companies and the ambulance services, which will be a big help
to them.

Several ofus have been discussing the dissemination of these
dollars, getting the dollars out as quickly as we can to the fire
companies, and we also have put in this legislation an amend
ment that was introduced the other day relative to the companies
that may not be able to get their requests in to Harrisburg in
time, and a certain amount of money will be held back for those
companies that may be late. You and I know that these are truly
volunteer fire companies. Sometimes the mail goes into the
volunteer fire company offices, and it does not get looked at
right away, it does not get replied to because the volunteers are
busy earning a living in various fields. But I am delighted that
we are able to do this, that we are able to get $25 million in, and
I hope that we can make this an annual event I do not think we
can promise that. We do not know what will happen to the
economy in the future, but it would be nice ifwe could get this
money into the companies and the ambulance services on some
what ofa regular basis.

I thank everybody for their help and assistance. I particularly
thank the Governor's Office for their help and assistance in
expanding this program. I look forward to the volunteer fire
companies getting these checks as promptly as possible.

Thank you, Mr. President.

(!'he fol/owing prepared remarks were made a part of the
record at the request ofthe gentleman from Montgomery, Sena
tor TILGHMAN:)

In Pennsylvania, where the idea of the volunteer company was
born, there are 2,464 departments, more than any other State, offering
essential services worth millions of dollars. We have come a long way
since Ben Franklin organized the Union Fire Company in December
1736. Back then it was an urban necessity. Now volunteer fire compa-

nies are found in suburban communities, small towns, rural areas,
every comer ofthe State.

For every person who is paid to fight fires in this State, there are
more than 30 who do it for nothing, 73,000 volunteers who put their
lives on the line to help their neighbors.

But it is a tradition that has seen hard times recently. The in
creased cost ofequipment to help firefighters provide quality response
to emergencies and keep them safe can be a serious strain on many
companies' budgets.

That is why this legislation we are considering today is so impor
tant. It will help to provide much-needed revenue to our fIfe and ambu
lance companies, so they can focus more on protecting our communi
ties and bringing in new members, and less on raising money.

All ofus are eager to get this funding into the hands ofour volun
teer frreflghters as soon as possible. Passage of this legislation is a
crucial frrst step. We are also seeking to provide more money for the
program. The bill we will pass today provides 522 million for fIfe
companies and $3 million for ambulance services, a total of 525 mil
lion in the coming year.

Mr. President, Pennsylvania's volunteer firefighters protect our
homes and businesses, risking their lives every time they answer the
call. Therefore, we need to make sure they can afford the equipment
necessary to fight frres and save lives.

The fact is, ifwe had to pay for professional frrefighters, most of
our communities would be hard-pressed to afford the kind of service
offered by our volunteers. One study has fOmId that our volunteer fIfe
companies save Pennsylvania's taxpayers more than $4 billion a year.

Mr. President, I am proud to sponsor this important legislation on
behalf of our volunteer fIfe, rescue, and ambulance companies, and I
appreciate the support of Governor Ridge's administration and my
colleagues in this effort. .

I once read that a firefighter is a soldier who brings life instead of
death, a symbol of the American ideal of neighbor helping neighbor.
Our vohmteers risk their lives for our communities every day. They
answer the call, and so it is important that we answer the call by pr0
viding this important funding program.

Thank. you, Mr. President.

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentlewoman
from Northampton, Senator Boscola.

Senator BOSCOLA. Mr. President, Pennsylvania boasts
2,464 volunteer fire departments, more than any other State in
the nation, but as we all know too well, many of these depart
ments are stmggling today just to stay in operation. Financial
pressures force most volunteers to do more fundraising than
actual firefighting. And the number ofvolunteers in Pennsylva
nia has declined, too, by 50 percent since 1985. to the point
where average volunteer fire departments can only count on
about 20 volunteers. These men and women who volunteer and
serve our communities, even though they work full-time and
have family commitments as well, really deserve to be com
mended.

Mr. President, what is happening to our volunteer fire com
panies and rescue squads all across the State is no false alarm.
Volunteer fire departments and rescue squads, including
Windgap Ambulance and the Freemansburg Fire Company in
my own district, can no longer stay in operation by conducting
business as usual. And by the same token, local residents are
concerned that one day the fire protection and ambulance ser
vices that they need may not be there when they need it the
most.

Mr. President, I have been working with firefighters in my
district and with the Northampton County Fire Chiefs Associa
tion, and for the record, my husband, Edward - I have to give
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him a plug - is one of those volunteer firefighters. He serves
with SE-WY-CO Volunteer Fire Department in Lower Saucon
Township, which, by the way, had to give up their ambulance
seIVic:e because ofthe lack ofvolunteers and associated costs. So
not only do I support this bill, I think that this is a better bill.
And I want to thank Senator Tilghman for addressing some of
my concerns about stand-alone ambulance services and EMS
squads that would not have been eligible for grants under the
original grant program.

The Governor's proposed $15 million grant program did
represent a very good start, but I am glad that we can all work
together to increase that amount to $25 million. I know that the
volunteer fire departments in my districts will put this money to
good use, and I hope that we can find a way to extend this pro
gram and find a way to help ourvolunteer firefighters today and
in the years to come. And in those years to come, I would like
to see us set aside an emergency or community crisis fund to
help those small departments stay in operation, keep their lights
on, and keep protecting our local residents. I am going to hold
that proposal until a later date so that this assistance can get out
to all our volunteer fire departments and ambulance services as
quickly as possible, and I want to thank the Majority and the
Governor for including language and addressing concerns in
this bill, and I ask for an affirmative vote.

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Allegheny, Senator Wagner.

Senator WAGNER Mr. President, I also rise in support of
Senate Bill NO.7. My compliments to the sponsor, Senator
Tilghman, in really a bipartisan effort that has brought this
piece of important legislation forward to help volunteer fire
departments and emergency medical departments across Penn
sylvania. As you know, Mr. President, there are over 2,000 vol
unteer fire departments. This $25 million will be able to give
them grants somewhere in the area of $8,000 to $10,000 on
average across Pennsylvania. That is a substantial sum of money
to each and every volunteer fire department and emergency
medical department also that is volunteer in Pennsylvania.

Mr. President, it is difficult to find a better group of people
in Pennsylvania than our volunteer firefighters, both men and
women, and also the emergency medical services in Pennsylva
nia. They do so much to help so many people in Pennsylvania,
so this piece of legislation is really an easy one to vote on. But
what is encouraging is to see how it has progressed through the
General Assembly, how it began, I believe, with yourself, the
Governor, and others suggesting a $15 million sum, and how it
has received interest by so many Members of the General As
sembly and also the Pennsylvania Fire Services, who have also
strongly supported this piece of legislation.

Mr. President, as I indicated, $8,000 to $10,000 is a signifi
cant sum of money, and I would like to give just one example.
There is a very modem piece of equipment that has come on
line called a thermal imaging camera that costs anywhere from
$18,000 to $20,000 apiece. That camera can be utilized by a
firefighter to detect a person in a burning building and be able
to rescue that person. It can also detect another firefighter in
that building who may need to be rescued. It is a modem piece
of equipment, something that each and every fire department

,wants to get. This kind of money, this grant I think can make
available the kind of money so that these departments can buy
a piece ofequipment as important as a thermal imaging camera.

Mr. President, what is encouraging also is some of the dis
cussion that went on yesterday that hopefully this program can
be more than a I-year program. And I was encouraged by some
discussion with the leader on the other side of the aisle that
hopefully next year, with the success of this program next year,
that the General Assembly and the Governor can be unified in
an effort to maintain the program and tok~ it going in future
years. It is a great piece of legislation. I strongly support it. I
know everyone here does also.

Thank you.
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from

Philadelphia, Senator Furno.
Senator FUMO. Mr. President, I, too, support Senate Bill No.

7 and hope that it gets enacted quickly by the House, so we can
help out our volunteer fire departments. But, Mr. President, I
would be remiss in my duties if I did not remind the Chamber
that we also have a number of firefighters who are not volun
teer, who are paid to protect our lives, and they have a very
serious problem now, as I assume the volunteer firemen may
have as well, and that is the problem with Hepatitis C. In the
city of Philadelphia, our people have been tested, and we have
been finding out it is of almost epidemic proportions. Shortly,
we will be introducing a bill that would fund a test for every
fireman in the State of Pennsylvania, volunteers and paid fire
men, and then try to decide some kind of funding stream to
assist communities with this problem.

Our firemen are very important to our lives, so are our emer
gency response people, our EMT people, and I think it is about
time that we in the General Assembly recognize that hazard and
address it for them, so we will be coming forth with legislation,
hopefully on a bipartisan basis, to move that through quickly so
that we can serve these people.

Thank you, Mr. President.

And the question recurring,
Shall the bill pass finally?

The yeas and nays were taken agreeably to the provisions of
the Constitution and were as follows, viz:

YEA-50

Armstrong Greenleaf Mellow Stout
Belan Hart Mowery Tartaglione
Bell Helfrick Murphy Thompson
Bodack Holl Musto Tilghman
Boscola Hughes O'Pake Tomlinson
Brightbill Jubelirer Piccola Wagner
Conti Kasunic Punt Waugh
Connan Kitchen Rhoades Wenger
Costa Kukovich Robbins White
Dent LaValle Salvatore Williams
Earll Lemmond Schwartz Womiak
Furno Loeper Slocum
Gerlach Madigan Stapleton

NAY-O
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A constitutional majority of all the Senators having voted
"aye," the question was determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That the Secretary of the Senate present said bill to
the House ofRepresentatives for concurrence.

SPECIAL ORDER OF BUSINESS
GUESTS OF SENATOR JOE CONTI

PRESENTED TO THE SENATE

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Bucks, Senator Conti.

Senator CONTI. Mr. President, it is a distinct honor and
privilege to be before you again this year in what is becoming an
annual event, and that is recognizing the Central Bucks West
Football Team and a very special person, their coach, Mike
Pettine, who will be retiring.

The Centrnl Bucks West Football Team is here in the Senate
Chamber today being honored for winning their third consecu
tive PlAA Class AAAA football championship. The team has
accumulated four State titles over the last 10 years. We would
have had a fifth were it not for a fellow named Arrington a few
years ago. The team is known as the Bucs, and has attained this
goal under the direCtion of their head coach, Michael Pettine,
who is also being honored today for 33 years of service to the
Central Bucks West High School Football Team. They defeated
an outstanding Erie Cathedral Prep Team in the finals, 14 to 13,
on a wonderful blocked punt near the end of the game, and
many ofthe observers have said it was one of the most memora
ble championship games in a long time. We were very fortunate
to have that occur at the end of that game.

At this time, Mr. President, I wonder if it would be appropri
ate for you and my Senate colleagues to recognize the team that
is up in the gallery.

The PRESIDENT. Certainly.
Senator CONTI. Mr. President, this is certainly a memorable

event today, and as much as I agree with Senator Jubelirer's
policy on decorum of the Chamber, this team did attain three
State championships in a row, which allowed the seniors to join
us on the Senate floor, a most unusual occurrence. So if my
colleagues would give our usual warm welcome to the Central
Bucks West Football Team, I would appreciate it.

The PRESIDENT. Would our special guests, both in the
gallery and the seniors here on the floor, please rise so we may
acknowledge your achievement.

(Applause.)
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from

Bucks, Senator Conti.
Senator CONTI. Mr. President, just a second longer.
We all have veIy special people in our lives, and Coach Mike

Pettine is a very special person in my life. He is retiring after 33
years ofservice and an unbelievable string of accomplishments
in our area. It should be noted that these seniors on the floor
here today are 45 and O. They did not experience defeat. But
Mike Pettine is much more than a football coach. He was the
finest teacher I ever had, a Pennsylvania State public education
teacher, a wonderful classroom instructor who took that to the

playing field, and certainly over the 33 years has produced so
many outstanding members of our community.

Without further ado, it gives me great pleasure to present
Coach Pettine with a citation, and for one last time, prior to his
leading the Big 33 Team for what we are sure will be a certain
victory this year, have him address us on this Senate floor.

Thank you, Mr. President.
(Applause.) .
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes Coach Mike

Pettine.
Coach PETTINE. Lieutenant Governor, Senators, we appre

ciate this very fine honor. I would like to thank Senator Conti
for his kind words. He is especially nice to me after I recall the
very hard time I gave him as a student many years ago.

We realize it is a very special honor to be allowed on the
floor of the Senate, but they really did something special. You
know, the first year was kind of tough, remarkable, the second
year to win it back-to-back was incredible, and this year it bor
ders on the unbelievable.

Now, I will not be back here next year since I am going to be
retired. However, the guys up there are on a mission and they
would like the honor and privilege, ladies and gentlemen, to
return here next year, so we hope you have to accommodate us
again. We received many honors and distinctions for our cham
pionship, but this privilege and honor ranks right up at the top.

So, thanks again for having us.
(Applause.)
The PRESIDENT. The Chair would point out that Coach

Pettine is retiring after 33 years as both head football coach and
a very accomplished educator, an individual I think who made
it crystal clear to all of his kids that he was interested in their
perfonnance and behavior and choices both on the field and off
the field, and I hope we can take just one moment and reflect on
his contributions, both athletically and what he managed to
accomplish academically. I think it says an awful lot about the
quality of public educators in Pennsylvania, and Coach Pettine
personifies the best of that profession.

I know I speak for all ofus. Coach Pettine and Senator Conti,
when we say thank you so much for your leadership in all that
you have done for Bucks County and Pennsylvania. Coach
Pettine has always had a winning season, 33 straight years. That
is quite an accomplishment in any field of endeavor, and cer
tainly in high school football.

Thank you very much.

GUESTS OF SENATOR PATRICK J.
STAPLETON PRESENTED TO THE SENATE

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Indiana, Senator Stapleton.

Senator STAPLETON. Mr. President, I have five young stu
dents with us from Leechburg High School in Armstrong
County, and they certainly deserve a special recognition.

Let me give you a little background. The Minick family. from
Gilpin Township in Armstrong County, was returning home
from a visit with their grandmother, and as they approached an
intersection less than half a mile from their home. a pickup
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truck, just clocked by the police at approximately 70 miles per
hour, came through a stop sign and slammed into their car. Mr.
Bill Minick, the assistant superintendent of schools, and his
10-year-old daughter were killed, as well as one person in the
other vehicle.

Now, the driver ofthis pickup truck had a blood alcohol con
tent of .226, more than twice the legal limit, and it was later
discovered that he had three or four previous Dill arrests. He
had no driver's license because his had already been suspended
until the year 2010.

The young man in the gallery lost his father and a sister.
Also in the car were his mother, his brother, and his other sister,
who· needed special hospitalization and were taken to a Pitts
burgh hospital. So this man's life has changed completely, all
because ofa driver under the influence. And these young people
went out and solicited some 4,000 signatures in the local
Armstrong County area and presented those signatures today to
the Governor, myself, and Senator Jubelirer, and we are going
to meet with the students after our Session. They believe
strongly that we need to get tougher on Dills, and I think many
ofus agree with that It is a very difficult situation and there are
no easy answers to it. But I want to give them all the credit in
the world for what they have done to bring out this issue to all
ofus so that we have an opportunity to do something about it.

So at this time, I would like for the five students to please
stand and be recognized.

The PRESIDENT. Our special student guests are already
standing, and I ask the Senate to please welcome them.

(Applause.)
The PRESIDENT. Thank you, Senator Stapleton, for a most

appropriate expression of powerful sentiments. Thank you for
being with us and for your political efforts out there in the name
of toughening Dill-related laws.

GUEST OF SENATOR EDWARD W.
HELFRICK PRESENTED TO THE SENATE

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Northumberland, senator Helfrick.

Senator HELFRICK. Mr. President, I, too, want to thank
Senator Conti and that great football team he has there. I know
what it feels like since I have Berwick, Mount Carmel, and
Southern Area in my district. Very few years go by that we do
not have a team here from my district. We would have had one
this year, except Senator Jubelirer's team kind of outdid us this
year. Senator Conti, my teams come down here so often that I
do not introduce them anymore. Wejust have a standard record
ing that we play when they come here.

Senator CONTI. Mr. President, I hope to get to that point.
Senator HELFRICK. Today I have somebody here who is

mOle photogenic and a lot prettier than any of my football play
ers. We have Pennsylvania's Miss National Teenager, Melinda
Hill ofCatawissa. She is the daughter of Melvin and Linda Hill,
and is an honor graduate of the Class of 1999 at Southern Co
lumbia High School. She attends Bloomsburg University and
majors in chemistry. She has been a member of the 4-H for 11
years and served as president. She was named Columbia

County's Outstanding 4-H Girl in 1998. Melinda hopes to teach
at the college level in the future.

Mr. President, I ask the Senate to give her our usual warm
welcome.

The PRESIDENT. Would the guest of Senator Helfrick
please stand.

(Applause.)

GUESTS OF SENATOR MARY JO WHITE
PRESENTED TO THE SENATE

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentlewoman
from Venango, Senator White.

Senator WIDTE. Mr. President, I would like to welcome
today to the gallery Liz Morris, who is the regional coordinator
for the USA High School Program of the Council on Interna~

tional Exchange in New Castle. With her today are three ofour
guest Pages. They are Inna Nechipurenko, from Russia, and
Elena Trandafilova, from the Ukraine, who are both U.S. gov
ernment scholarship award winners, and Ljubince Mahajloska,
an exchange student from Macedonia.

Inna and Elena are with the FLEX program, which stands for
Future Leaders Exchange, from the former Soviet Union. When
Congress enacted this program, Senator Bill Bradley said there
was no better way for young people to' learn about living in a
free democracy than to bring them here to the U.S. for a year.

These young people are here for the full academic year and
are living with families in Lawrence County. It is a very com
petitive program as 60 students are accepted out ofover 30,000
applicants. When I asked them what they like to do, they all
said they enjoy some sports, tennis, and playing piano. They
said what surprised them about the United States was that peo
ple do not walk here, everyone drives, and that we are far more
religious than they had expected. They are enjoying their time
here, and I ask the Senate to welcome these future leaders, these
three outstanding young women who are guest Pages, and also
Liz Morris, who is accompanying them.

The PRESIDENT. Would our guest Pages and students and
company please rise so the Senate may welcome you.

(Applause.)

GUESTS OF SENATOR RICHARD A.
KASUNIC PRESENTED TO THE SENATE

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Fayette, Senator Kasunic.

Senator KASUNIC. Mr. President, also with us today in the
gallery is the Junior Division State Representative for Pennsyl
vania's National Teenage Scholarship Program, Miss Nicole
Carolla ofFarmington, Fayette County. Nicole is 16 years ofage
and is a student at Uniontown High School, where she is in
volved in the marching band, concert band, French club, and
the ski club. Outside ofschool she volunteers her time at Came
lot ~terinary Hospital, and hopes to become a veterinarian. She
has been a member of the Girl Scouts for the past 8 years, and
she recently completed work on the prestigious Silver Award.

She is the daughter of proud parents, Rick and Vickie
Carolla, who are also dear friends of mine. They are here today

file:///feterinary
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in the gallery with her, along with her brother, Tim. Please join
me in giving Nicole and her family a wann Senate welcome.

The PRESIDENT. Would our guests please rise so the Senate
may welcome you.

(Applause.)
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from

Fayette, Senator Kasunic.
Senator KASUNIC. Mr. President, I would also like to intro

duce a very dear friend of mine who is in the gallery today, Mr.
Vmce Vicites, who is the chairman of the Fayette County Board
of Commissioners. Let us give him a wann welcome.

The PRESIDENT. Commissioner, thank you for being with
us.

(Applause.)

RECESS

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Delaware, Senator Loeper.

Senator LOEPER. Mr. President, at this time I ask for a brief
recess of the Senate for a briefRepublican caucus to be held in
the Rules room at the rear of the Senate Chamber, with an ex
pectation of returning to the floor at approximately 12:00 to
12:15.

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Philadelphia, Senator Furno.

Senator PUMO. Mr. President, I think 1:00 to 1: 15 would be
more appropriate.

Senator LOEPER. Mr. President, I guess I was a little opti
mistic. How about 1:00 to 1:151

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Philadelphia, Senator Furno.

Senator PUMO. Mr. President, I ask the Members of the
Democratic Caucus to report to our caucus room for a brief cau
cus, while the Republicans are having theirs, on an important
amendment that will be coming up for a vote today.

The·PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Delaware, Senator Loeper.

Senator LOEPER. Mr. President, before we break for the
recess, I am reminded that there is a necessity for an
off-the-tloor meeting of the Committee on Intergovernmental
Affairs. Well, apparently we are not ready to do that at this
time, so we will go to caucus and then deal with that issue later
in the day.

The PRESIDENT. For purposes of the caucuses already
stated, the Senate stands in recess.

AFTER RECESS

The PRESIDENT. The time of recess having expired, the
Senate will come to order.

SPECIAL ORDER OF BUSINESS
ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SECRETARY

The SECRETARY: Consent has been given for the Commit
tee on Intergovernmental Affairs to meet in the Rules room to
consider Senate Resolution No. 142.

RECESS

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Delaware, Senator Loeper.

Senator LOEPER Mr. President, I ask for a very brief recess
of the Senate for a meeting of the Committee on Intergovern
mental Affairs in the Rules room at the rear of the Senate
Chamber, and ask all Members of that committee to please re
port to the Rules room.

The PRESIDENT. For the purpose ofa meeting of the Com
mittee on Intergovernmental Affairs to be held immediately
following this announcement in the Rules room, this Senate
stands in brief recess.

AFTER RECESS

The PRESIDENT. The time of recess having expired, the
Senate will come to order.

LEGISLATIVE LEAVE CANCELLED

The PRESIDENT. Senator Gerlach has returned, and his
temporary Capitol leave is cancelled.

CONSIDERATION OF CALENDAR RESUMED

THIRD CONSIDERATION CALENDAR

BILL REREPORTED FROM COMMITfEE
AS AMENDED OVER IN ORDER

SB 1200 - Without objection, the bill was passed over in its
order at the request of Senator LOEPER.

BILL OVER IN ORDER

SB 146 -- Without objection, the bill was passed over in its
order at the request of Senator LOEPER.

BILL OVER IN ORDER TEMPORARILY

DB 368 -- Without objection, the bill was passed over in its
order temporarily at the request of Senator LOEPER.

BILL OVER IN ORDER

SB 712 -- Without objection, the bill was passed over in its
order at the request of Senator LOEPER.

BILL OVER IN ORDER TEMPORARILY

SB 1023 - Without objection, the bill was passed over in its
order temporarily at the request of Senator LOEPER.

BILL REREFERRED

SB 1032 (Pr. No. 1802) - The Senate proceeded to consider
ation of the bill, entitled:
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An Act amending Title 68 (Real and Personal Property) of the
Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes, relating to residential real estate
transfers; providing for disclosures by sellers of residential real estate
and for home inspections; and making a repeal.

Upon motion of Senator LOEPER, and agreed to by voice
vote, the bill was rereferred to the Committee on Appropria
tions.

BILL ON THIRD CONSIDERATION
AND FINAL PASSAGE

SB 1219 (Pr. No. 1542) - The Senate proceeded to consider
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act amending the act of May 3, 1933 (P.L.242, No.86), enti
tled Cosmetology Law, further providing for the management of cosme
tology shops.

Considered the third time and agreed to,

On the question,
Shall the bill pass finally?

The yeas and nays were taken agreeably to the provisions of
the Constitution and were as follows, viz:

YEA-50

Annstrong Greenleaf Mellow Stout
Belan Hart Mowery Tartaglione
Bell Helfiick Murphy Thompson
Bodack Holl Musto Tilghman
Boscola Hughes O'Pake Tomlinson
Brightbill Jubelirer Piccola Wagner
Conti Kasunic Punt Waugh
Corman Kitchen Rhoades Wenger
Costa Kukovich Robbins White
Dent LaValle Salvatore Williams
Earll Lemmond Schwartz Womiak
Furno Loeper Slocum
Gerlach Madigan Stapleton

NAY-o

A constitutional majority of all the Senators having voted
"aye," the question was detennined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That the Secretary ofthe Senate present said bill to
the House ofRepresentatives for concurrence.

BILL OVER IN ORDER

SB 1223 - Without objection, the bill was passed over in its
order at the request of Senator LOEPER.

BILL OVER IN ORDER

SB 1316 (Pc No. 1727) - The Senate proceeded to consider
ation of the bill, entitled:

Considered the third time and agreed to,
And the amendments made thereto having been printed as

required by the Constitution,

On the question,
Shall the bill pass finally?

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Philadelphia, Senator Furno.

Senator FUMO. Mr. President, would the sponsor, Senator
Earll, stand for brief interrogation on this bill?

RECONSIDERATION OF VOTE

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Delaware, Senator Loeper.

Senator LOEPER. Mr. President, I move to reconsider the
vote by which Senate Bill No. 1316 was agreed to on third con
sideration.

Senator FUMO. Yes, I appreciate the courtesy, Mr. Presi
dent. We agree.

The PRESIDENT. Senator Loeper moves that we reconsider
the vote by which Senate Bill No. 1316 was agreed to on third
consideration.

On the question,
Will the Senate agree to the motion?
A voice vote having been taken, the question was determined

in the affirmative.
Senator LOEPER. Mr. President, I request that Senate Bill

No. 1316 go over in its order.
Senator FUMO. Thank you, Mr. President.
The PRESIDENT. Senate Bill No. 1316 will go over in its

order.

BILL ON THIRD CONSIDERATION
AND FINAL PASSAGE

UB 1717 (Pr. No. 3220) - The Senate proceeded to consid
eration of the bill, entitled:

An Act amending Title 23 (Domestic Relations) of the Pennsylva
nia Consolidated Statutes, further providing for the duration ofprotec
tive orders and approved consent agreements.

Considered the third time and agreed to,
And the amendments made thereto having been printed as

required by the Constitution,

On the question,
Shall the bill pass finally?

The yeas and nays were taken agreeably to the provisions of
the Constitution and were as follows, viz:

YEA-50
An Act amending the act of June 23, 1931 (P.L.932, No.317),

entitled The Third Class City Code, further providing for residency
requirements for vacancy appointments.

Armstrong
Belan
Bell

Greenleaf
Hart
Helfiick

Mellow
Mowery
Murphy

Stout
Tartaglione
Thompson
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Bodack
&scola
Brightbill
Conti
Connan
Costa
Dent
Earll
Furno
Gerlach

Holl
Hughes
Jubelirer
Kasunic
Kitchen
Kukovich
LaValle
Lemmond
Loeper
Madigan

Musto
O'Pake
Piccola
Punt
Rhoades
Robbins
Salvatore
Schwartz
Slocum
Stapleton

NAY-o

Tilglunan
Tomlinson
Wagner
Waugh
Wenger
White
Williams
Womiak

Considered the second time and agreed to,
Ordered, To be printed on the Calendar for third consider

ation.

SB 1354 (Pro No. 1755) - The Senate proceeded to consider
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act making an appropriation from a restricted revenue account
within the General Fund to the Office of Small Business Advocate in
the Department of Community and Economic Development.

A constitutional majority of all the Senators having voted
"aye," the question was detennined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That the Secretary ofthe Senate return said bill to
the House of Representatives with information that the Senate
has passed the same with amendments in which concurrence of
the House is requested.

SECOND CONSIDERATION CALENDAR

BILL REREPORTED FROM COMMITIEE
AS AMENDED OVER IN ORDER

S8 172 - Without objection, the bill was passed over in its
order at the request of Senator LOEPER.

BILL REREFERRED

DB 1099 (pr. No. 3222) -- The Senate proceeded to consid
eration of the bill, entitled:

An Act directing the Department of Aging to conduct a study of
area agencies on aging concerning waiting lists for persons in need of
home and community-based long-tenn care services.

Upon motion of Senator LOEPER, and agreed to by voice
vote, the bill was rereferred to ·the Committee on Appropria
tions.

PREFERRED APPROPRIATION BILLS
ON SECOND CONSIDERATION

SB 1352 (pr. No. 1797) - The Senate proceeded to consider
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act making an appropriation from a restricted revenue account
within the General Fund and from Federal augmentation fimds to the
Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission.

Considered the second time and agreed to,
Ordered, To be printed on the Calendar for third consider

ation.

SB 1353 (pr. No. 1754) - The Senate proceeded to consider
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act making an appropriation from a restricted revenue account
within the General Fund to the Office of Consumer Advocate in the
Office ofAttorney General.

Considered the second time and agreed to,
Ordered, To be printed on the Calendar for third consider

ation.

SB 1355 (pr. No. 1756) - The Senate proceeded to consider
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act making an appropriation from the State Employees' Retire
ment Fund to provide for expenses of the State Employees' Retirement
Board for the fiscal year July 1, 2000, to June 30, 2001, and for the
payment of bills incurred and remaining unpaid at the close of the
fiscal year ending June 30, 2000.

Considered the second time and agreed to,
Ordered, To be printed on the Calendar for third consider

ation.

SB 1356 (pr. No. 1757) - The Senate proceeded to consider
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act making an appropriation from the Public School Employ
ees' Retirement Fund to provide for expenses of the Public School
Employees' Retirement Board for the fiscal year July 1, 2000, to June
30, 2001, and for the payment ofbills incurred and remaining unpaid
at the close ofthe fiscal year ending June 30, 2000.

Considered the second time and agreed to,
Ordered, To be printed on the Calendar for third consider

ation.

SB 1357 (Pro No. 1758) - The Senate proceeded to consider
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act making appropriations from the Professional Licensure
Augmentation Account and from restricted revenue accounts within the
General Fund to the Department of State for use by the Bureau of
Professional and Occupational Affairs in support of the professional
licensure boards assigned thereto.

Considered the second time and agreed to,
Ordered, To be printed on the Calendar for third consider

ation.

SB 1358 (pr. No. 1759) - The Senate proceeded to consider
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act making appropriations from the Workmen's Compensation
Administration Fund to the Department of Labor and Industry and the
Department ofCommunity and Economic Development to provide for
the expenses of administering the Workers' Compensation Act, The
Pennsylvania Occupational Disease Act and the Office of Small Busi-
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ness Advocate for the fiscal year July 1,2000, to June 30, 2001, and
for the payment ofbills incurred and remaining unpaid at the close of
the fiscal year ending JWle 30, 2000.

Considered the second time and agreed to,
Ordered, To be printed on the Calendar for third consider

ation.

BILL OVER IN ORDER

DB 28 - Without objection, the bill was passed over in its
order at the request of Senator LOEPER.

BILL REREFERRED

DB 96 (pr. No. 2943) -- The Senate proceeded to consider
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act amending Title 20 (Decedents, Estates and Fiduciaries) of
the Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes, further providing for advance
directives for health care defInitions and emergency medical services;
and providing for out-of-hospital nonresuscitation.

Upon motion of Senator LOEPER, and agreed to by voice
vote, the bill was rereferred to the Committee on Appropria
tions.

BILLS OVER IN ORDER

SB 506, SB 552, SB 565 and DB 945 -- Without objection,
the bills were passed over in their order at the request of Senator
LOEPER.

BllL ON SECOND CONSIDERATION

DB 1087 (Pr. No. 3119) - The Senate proceeded to consid
eration of the bill, entitled:

An Act amending Title 34 (Game) of the Pennsylvania Consoli
dated Statutes, further providing for bows and arrows or crossbow in
vehicles and for the time periods ofpermits.

Considered the second time and agreed to,
Ordered, To be printed on the Calendar for third consider

ation.

BILL OVER IN ORDER

SB 1101- Without objection, the bill was passed over in its
order at the request of Senator LOEPER.

BILL LAID ON THE TABLE

DB 1162 (pr. No. 2737) -- The Senate proceeded to consid
eration of the bill, entitled:

An Act amending Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) of
the Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes, further providing for addi
tional methods for the recording and copying of certain records.

Upon motion of Senator LOEPER, and agreed to by voice
vote, the bill was laid on the table.

BILLS OVER IN ORDER

SB 1173, SB 1202 and SB 1259 -- Without objection, the
bills were passed over in their order at the request of Senator
LOEPER.

BILLS ON SECOND CONSIDERATION

SB 1359 (pr. No. 1760) - The Senate proceeded to consider
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act providing for the capital budget for the fiscal year 2000
2001.

Considered the second time and agreed to,
Ordered, To be printed on the Calendar'for third consider

ation.

DB 1443 (pr. No. 1708) -- The Senate proceeded to consid
eration of the bill, entitled:

An Act amending the act of July "9, 1959 (P.L.510, No.137),
known as the Pennsylvania Public Lands Act, expanding the scope of
the act; further providing for a short title, for definitions, for adminis
tration, for warrant and patent applications, for application procedure,
for administmtive procedure, for application for patents, for appraisals,
for expenses, for abandonment of applications and for issuance of
patents; making editorial changes; and making repeals.

Considered the second time and agreed to,
Ordered, To be printed on the Calendar for third consider

ation.

BILL OVER IN ORDER

DB 1588 - Without objection, the bill was passed over in its
order at the request of Senator LOEPER.

SENATE RESOLUTION No. 136, ADOPTED

Senator LOEPER called up from page 6 of the Calendar,
Senate Resolution No. 136, entitled:

A Resolution designating April 4, 2000, as "Human Family Day"
in Pennsylvania.

On the question,
Will the Senate adopt the resolution?
A voice vote having been taken, the question was determined

in the affirmative.

SENATE RESOLUTION No. 139, ADOPTED

Senator LOEPER called up from page 7 of the Calendar,
Senate Resolution No. 139, entitled:
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A Resolution designating April 2 through 8, 2000, as "Week of
the Young Child" in Pennsylvania.

On the question,
Will the Senate adopt the resolution?
A voice vote having been taken, the question was detennined

in the affinnative.

DB 368 CALLED UP

DB 368 (pr. No. 3221) - Without objection, the bill, which
previously went over in its order temporarily, was called up,
from page 2 of the Third Consideration Calendar, by Senator
LOEPER.

BILL ON THIRD CONSIDERATION
AND FINAL PASSAGE

BB 368 (Pro No. 3221) - The Senate proceeded to consider
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act amending Title 54 (Names) of the Pennsylvania Consoli
dated Statutes, delaying the date of a decennial filing relating to
names; and further providing for change by order ofcourt.

Considered the third time and agreed to,
And the amendments made thereto having been printed as

required by the Constitution,

On the question,
Shall the bill pass finally?

The yeas and nays were taken agreeably to the provisions of
the Constitution and were as follows, viz:

YEA-50

Annstrong Greenleaf Mellow Stout
Belan Hart Mowery Tartaglione
Bell Helftick Murphy Thompson
Bodack Holl Musto Tilghman
Boscola Hughes O'Pake Tomlinson
Brightbill Jubelirer Piccola Wagner
Conti Kasunic Punt Waugh
Corman Kitchen Rhoades Wenger
Costa Kukovich Robbins White
Dent laValle Salvatore WiJliams
Earll Lermnond Schwartz Wozniak
Fumo Loeper Slocum
Gerlach Madigan Stapleton

NAY-o

A constitutional majority of all the Senators having voted
"aye," the question was determined in the affinnative.

Ordered, That the Secretary of the Senate return said bill to
the House of Representatives with infonnation that the Senate
has passed the same with amendments in which concurrence of
the House is requested.

SB 1023 CALLED UP

SB 1023 (pr. No. 1222) -- Without objection, the bill, which
previously went over in its order temporarily, was called up,

from page 2 of the Third Consideration Calendar, by Senator
LOEPER.

BILL AMENDED

SB 1023 (pr. No. 1222) - The Senate proceeded to consider
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act amending the act of May 1, 1933 (P.L.103, No.69), enti
tled, as reenacted and amended, The Second Class Township Code,
further reviewing advertising or bidding requirements.

On the question,
Will the Senate agree to the bill on third consideration?
Senator ARMSTRONG offered the following amendment

No. A0979:

Amend Title, page 1, line 5, by removing the period after "require
ments" and inserting: ; and providing for advertisement for bids on
public contracts on the Inte~et. . .

Amend Bill, page 3, by mserting between Imes 10 and 11:
Section 2. The act is amended by adding a section to read:
Section 3102.1. Internet Advertising.-{a) Any legal requirement

that a township advertises for bids on a contract of any kind may be
satisfied by placement of the advertisement on the Internet in comp~

ance with regulations promulgated by the Department ofCommunIty
and Economic Development in lieu ofplacing the advertisement in a
newspaper.

(b) The Department of Community and Economic Development
shall promulgate regulations to facilitate implemeI;ltation ~d BJOOfof
publication ofIntemet advertisemeI;lt under ~bsection (a)Wl~ three
months of the effective date of this subsection. The regulations shall
not be subject to the requirements of the act ofJune 25. 1982 (P.L.633.
No.181)' known as the "Regulatory Revi~ ~ct. " ..

Amend Sec. 2, page 3, line II, by striking out "2" and inserting:
3

On the question,
Will the Senate agree to the amendment?

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Lancaster, Senator Armstrong.

Senator ARMSTRONG. Mr. President, this amendment is
part of a bill that'l introduced on January 26, 1999, which was
Senate Bill No. 199. In fact, I actually introduced an omnibus
bill probably 2 years before that. This allows Internet advertis
ing for townships of the second class, and I just feel that this is
an opportunity to bring them into the 21st century. This is a
"may" bill. They can either advertise in a newspaper or they can
advertise through the Internet. Currently, PennDOT is doing
this. I just feel it is a more open way to do business in govern
ment, and I ask for the support of the Senate.

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Westmoreland, Senator Kukovich.

Senator KUKOVICH. Mr. President, my only concern is the
language "in lieu ofplacing the advertisement in a newspaper. "
I realize this is optional, but maybe in tenns of interrogation, if
the maker of the amendment could express his intent.

In prefacing the question, 1do have somewhat of a concern
about moving away from the permanence ofan ad in a newspa
per, which can be referred back to, et cetera, and I am just won
dering how pragmatically the gentleman would see this work
ing.
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The PRESIDENT. Senator Armstrong, will you stand for
interrogation?

Senator ARMSTRONG. Yes, Mr. President, I will.
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from

Lancaster, Senator Armstrong.
Senator ARMSTRONG. Mr. President, first ofall, it lets the

township do it either way, through existing means or through
the Internet, but there will be proof. DCED will promulgate
regulations which will require proofthat this was posted on the
Internet. And I think this is even better than the way we cur
rently do it, because now ifyou miss the 3 days it is in the news
paper, ifyou do not read it, you have missed it. You can go back
to the Internet and probably pick it up 3 weeks, 3 months, 3
years, so you have time up to the day the bid is cast.

Secondly, I think it is going to open up to more bidders, be
cause more people will be aware of what is going on and you
can get a word search. Say you are someone who supplies 2-A
modified stone. You can go back into an area for a word search
and get "2-A modified" and immediately pick out all the bids
and all the townships on which you could be bidding. So, there
will be more bidders and more competition, which will allow
the townships to save even more money.

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Philadelphia, Senator Furno.

Senator FUMO. Mr. President, this would also make avail
able, regarding just bidding, it would allow the township more
access to potential bidders than it would by advertising in the
local newspaper. Also, Mr. President, the Federal government
and the Internal Revenue Service now allow nonprofits to put
their 990 on a Web site, and that is all they have to do to comply
with the law.

We are entering the 21st century. We should enter it, em
brace it, and enter it very quickly and make our Commonwealth
a sterling example of how to do commerce in the 21st century.
We support the amendment.

And the question recurring,
Will the Senate agree to the amendment?
It was agreed to.
Without objection, the bill, as amended, was passed over in

its order at the request of Senator LOEPER.

EXECUTIVE NOMINATIONS

EXECUTIVE SESSION

Motion was made by Senator SALVATORE, that the Senate
do now resolve itself into Executive Session for the purpose of
considering certain nominations made by the Governor.

Which was agreed to by voice vote.

NOMINATIONS TAKEN FROM TABLE

Senator SALVATORE. Mr. President, I call from the table
certain nominations and ask for their consideration.

The Clerk read the nominations as follows:

MEMBER OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF
PENNSYLVANIA COUNCIL ON THE ARTS

February 22, 2000

To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth ofPennsylvania:

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for
the advice and consent of the Senate, Hennan Silverman, 4560 Old
Easton Road, Doylestown 18901, Bucks COWlty, Tenth Senatorial
District, for appointment as a member ofthe Commonwealth ofPenn
sylvania Council on the Arts, to serve until July I, 2002 and until his
successor is appointed and qualified, vice Joan M. Kaplan, Pittsburgh,
whose tenn expired.

THOMAS 1. RIDGE
Governor

MEMBER OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF
HARRISBURG STATE HOSPITAL

March 6, 2000

To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth ofPennsylvania:

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for
the advice and consent of the Senate, Annette L. Strite, 7 Meadow
Drive, Carlisle 17013, Cumberland COWlty, Thirty-flI'St Senatorial
District, for appointment as a member of the Board of Trustees of
Hmrisburg State Hospital, to serve until the third Tuesday ofJanuary
2005, and until her successor is appointed and qualified, vice Mary
Ellen Houseal, Mechanicsburg, resigned.

THOMAS 1. RIDGE
Governor

On the question,
Will the Senate advise and consent to the nominations?

The yeas and nays were required by Senator SALVATORE
and were as follows, viz:

YEA-50

Annstrong Greenleaf Mellow Stout
Belan Hart Mowery Tartaglione
Bell Helfiick Murphy Thompson
Bodack Holl Musto Tilglunan
Boscola Hughes O'Pake Tomlinson
Brightbill Jubelirer Piccola Wagner
Conti Kasunic Punt Waugh
Corman Kitchen Rhoades Wenger
Costa Kukovich Robbins White
Dent LaValle Salvatore Williams
Earll Lenunond Schwartz Womiak
Furno Loeper Slocum
Gerlach Madigan Stapleton

NAY-o

A constitutional majority of all the Senators having voted
"aye," the question was determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That the Governor be informed accordingly.
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EXECUTIVE SESSION RISES

Senator SALVATORE. Mr. President, I move that the Exec
utive Session do now rise.

The motion was agreed to by voice vote.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
RESOLUTION REPORTED FROM COMMITTEE

Senator PICCOLA, from the Committee on Intergovernmen
tal Affairs, reported the following resolution:

SR 142 (pr. No. 1715)

A Resolution memorializing the President and Congress of the
United States to repeal certain fuel oxygenate content requirements in
the Clean Air Act and to encourage reliance instead upon clean-bum
ing. nonoxygenate fuel fonnulations that meet the air quality standards
established in the Clean Air Act.

SENATE RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED

Senator LOEPER, by unanimous consent, called up Senate
Resolution No. 142, entitled:

A Resolution memorializing the President and Congress of the
United States to repeal certain fuel oxygenate content requirements in
the Clean Air Act and to encourage reliance instead upon clean-bum
ing, nonoxygenate fuel fonnulations that meet the air quality standards
established in the Clean Air Act.

Which was read, considered, and adopted by voice vote.

Senators SLOCUM, WENGER, MADIGAN, LOEPER,
KUKOVICH, BRIGIITBILL, DENT, THOMPSON, EARLL,
ROBBINS, STAPLETON, wmTE, HOLL, TOMLINSON,
HELFRICK, MOWERY, GREENLEAF, LEMMOND,
GERLACH, O'PAKE, PUNT, CORMAN, SALVATORE,
RHOADES, CONTI, STOUT, KASUNIC, HART and
BOSCOLA, by unanimous consent, offered Senate Resolution
No. 151, entitled:

A Resolution proclaiming March 21, 2000, as "Pennsylvania Farm
Bureau Day" and congratulating Pennsylvania Farm Bureau members
for their contribution to this Commonwealth and to this Common
wealth's agricultural industry.

On the question,
Will the Senate adopt the resolution?

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Warren, Senator Slocum.

Senator SLOCUM. Mr. President, this resolution proclaims
today, March 21, as Pennsylvania Farm Bureau Day and con
gratulates the Pennsylvania Farm Bureau members for their
contributions to the Commonwealth and to the agricultural in
dustry. It is appropriate that the Pennsylvania Farm Bureau,
representing over 2,500 farms in our rural communities and
rural families in 61 different counties, be recognized this year,
their 50th anniversaIy, and I ask my colleagues to all vote in the
affirmative on the resolution.

Thank you.

And the question recurring,
Will the Senate adopt the resolution?

A voice vote having been taken, the question was determined
in the affirmative.

CONGRATULATORY RESOLUTIONS

The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the following resolu
tions, which were read, considered, and adopted by voice vote:

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to James
Schelling by Senator Armstrong.

Congratulations ofthe Senate were extended to Mr. and Mrs.
Warren Fields, Scott Kempft John Halko, Dr. Ronald D.
Bushick and to Leedom Little League ofRidley Park by Senator
Bell.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Clara H.
Phillips, Reverend Don C. Youse, Jr., and to Maida Springer
Kemp by Senator Bodack.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Arlene
Kirkwood and to St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church by Sena
tor Boscola.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Mr. and Mrs.
Russell Waddell, Andrew Evan Long, Daniel Joseph Hibbs, the
Honorable W. Albert Reese, Dominick William Barbuto, Wil
liam Daniel Lutz, Kevin Michael Loughnane, Ronald Heller
and to Sangerfest 2000 by Senator Conti.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Mr. and Mrs.
William H. Page, Jr., Todd Tabb; the City ofLock Haven and to
The Pennsylvania State University Ice Hockey Team by Senator
Corman.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Jeremy
Hunter by Senators Corman and Stout.

Congratulations ofthe Senate were extended to Mr. and Mrs.
Gilbert 1. lachini, Richard Kress and to Ida Tenor by Senator
Costa.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to St. Nicholas
Greek Orthodox Church of Bethlehem and to the Pennsylvania
Apparel and Textile Association of Allentown by Senator Dent.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to David Mi
chael Schwetz by Senator Earll.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Joseph
Ferrante by Senator Greenleaf.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Mr. and Mrs.
James L. Johnson, Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Kistner, Mr. and Mrs.
Blaine A James, Jr., Mr. and Mrs. Thomas L. Gunther, Mr. and
Mrs. Gordon Shuler and to Clarence Tests by Senator Helfrick.

Congratulations ofthe Senate were extended to Kurt Blattner
by Senator Holl.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to the Spring
field High School Interact Club by Senators Holl and Greenleaf.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Gertrude A.
Barnest Betty F. Jaynes and to Teddy Pendergrass by Senator
Hughes.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Mr. and Mrs.
Steve Dolobach, Ronald Doppelheuer, Jr. t and to Norma Jean
Santore by Senator Kasunic.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Reverend
Roosevelt Alston, Sr., and to Reverend Wendell William John
son by Senator Kitchen.
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Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Thomas M.
Kerr, George Becker, Jerome Friedman, Fred Ricker, the Hon
orable Frank R Mascara and to the Village of West Overton by
Senator Kukovich.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Susan and
Judd Shoval, Don and Helene Shibley, Mary Beth Sienko,
Sandy Morris, Maxine Gunn, Helen M. Bouren and to the
Hanreys Lake Lions Club by Senator Lemmond.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Enrico B.
Angeli and to Brendon P. Costello by Senator Loeper.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Eric J.
Miller, Frances Coolbaugh McKinney and to Samuel Budd
Blair by Senator Madigan.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Dr. Paul F.
Dende and to Jayson R Jayne by Senator Mellow.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Scott M.
Sussman, Emmy Lou Ducray, Phyllis R Moore, Donald A.
Moore, Whitehall Volunteer Fire Company and to Brentwood
Volunteer Fire Company by Senator Murphy.

Congratulations ofthe Senate were extended to Mr. and Mrs.
James Connors by Senator Musto.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Boyertown
Area Senior Center, BeIks County Federation of Women's Clubs
of Reading, Berks County Court Appointed Special Advocate
(CASA) Program and to the Kutztown High School Boys' Bas
ketball 1950 and 1951 State Championship Teams by Senator
O'Pake.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Julie K.
Hoffman, Minnie Romaine Keck, Ryle E. Martz and to Stepha
nie Drachler by Senator Piccola.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Minersville
Area High School, United States Marine Drum and Bugle
Corps, "The Commandant's Own," Upper Perkiomen High
School, Kutztown Area High School, Mahanoy Area High
School, Reading Buccaneers Alumni Drum and Bugle Corps,
Free and Accepted Masons, Frackville Lodge No. 737,
Ringtown Elementary School and to Marian Catholic High
School by Senator Rhoades.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Eugene L.
Jackson and to the West Salem Fire Department by Senator
Robbins.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Mary
Matthews by Senator Salvatore.

Congratulations ofthe Senate were extended to Mark Bagley,
the Honorable Agusta A. Clark and to the Pennsylvaia Chapter
ofthe National Association of Social Workers (NASW) by Sen
ator Schwartz.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Robert
Pontzer, Roy W. Green and to Douglas Fledderman by Senator
Slocum.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to the Depart
ment ofMilitary Sciences at Indiana University ofPennsylvania
by Senator Stapleton.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Pastor and
Mrs. Harold McClelland, Mr. and Mrs. William Bilby, and to
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Maison by Senator Stout.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Kevin An
drews, Jonathan Zuponcic and to VIrgil L. Hill, Jr., by Senator
Thompson.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Kenneth
Clousher, Destiny Siple, Ruth Bortner and to Garrod Hydrau
lics, Inc., of York, by Senator Waugh.

Congratulations ofthe Senate were extended to Mabel Graeff
by Senator Wenger.

Congratulations ofthe Senate were extended to Mr. and Mrs.
Dale Homer, Jason Weber and to Rob Bennett by Senator
White.

Congratulations ofthe Senate were extended to Mr. and Mrs.
Guy E. Huber, Mr. and Mrs. David B. Hill and to Dr. Dorothea
Gilmore by Senator Wozniak.

CONDOLENCE RESOLUTION

The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the following resolu
tion, which was read, considered, and adopted by voice vote:

Condolences ofthe Senate were extended to the family of the
late Helen I. Sheva by Senator Rhoades.

BILLS ON FIRST CONSIDERATION

Senator COSTA. Mr. President, I move that the Senate do
now proceed to consideration of all bills reported from commit
tees for the first time at today's Session.

The motion was agreed to.
The bills were as follows:

SB 2, SB 4, SB 6, SB 198, SB 537, SB 599, SB 1188, SB
1281, SB 1284, SB 1285, SB 1300, SB 1328, SB 1335 and SB
1350.

And said bills having been considered for the first time,
Ordered, To be printed on the Calendar for second consider

ation.

SPECIAL ORDER OF BUSINESS
GUEST OF SENATOR JAY COSTA

PRESENTED TO THE SENATE

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Allegheny, Senator Costa.

Senator COSTA. Mr. President, I am very honored to present
to the Senate today Mr. Luke Bobey, who is a sophomore at the
University of Pittsburgh, majoring in accounting and finance.
Luke is here today as part of the University ofPittsburgh Insti
tute ofPolitics student program entitled "Legislator for a Day, II

and he had the opportunity to shadow me at some of the hear
ings we had earlier today.

Luke resides in West Chester, Pennsylvania, but saw the
good fortune of moving out west to the city ofPittsburgh to be
come a student at the University ofPittsburgh. Luke is a gradu
ate of West Chester East High School, where he played both
football and lacrosse. As I mentioned earlier, he is a finance and
accounting major at the University of Pittsburgh. He is also a
member ofthe men's lacrosse team, and he made the team as a
freshman and today is the captain. He is an individual who, in
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addition to his studies and being a student athlete, also holds
down two jobs, one as a clerk at the university and the second
one, which I think in light of some of the recent legislation we
passed, as a promoter for an Internet company that caters to
college students.

So, Luke is here today to see what we do here in Harrisburg
as legislators, and I ask the Senate to give him a warm welcome.

The PRESIDENT. Would Luke please stand so the Senate
may welcome you.

(Applause.)

PETITIONS AND REMONSTRANCES

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentlewoman
from Northampton, Senator Boscola.

Senator BOSCOLA. Well, Mr. President, whether you buy
regular unleaded, special unleaded, or put super unleaded in
your car, we are paying a lot more at the pump to fill up these
days. All ofus are, all across America. I do not know about the
people in your district, but the people in the Lehigh Valley and
the Pocono area do not like it one bit. They also do not like it
when we tty to explain to them about OPEC reducing oil pro
duction by 4 million barrels a day, or talk about the economics
of supply and demand, or that it would take a special Federal
action to tap into the strategic petroleum reserve. All they want
is lower gas prices.

So, Mr. President, maybe we should stop pointing the finger
and blame the OPEC countries or Washington, D.C., and see
what we can do right here in Pennsylvania to lower the price of
gas. One place we can start is with the gasoline tax that Penn
sylvania collects on each and every gallon of gas that is sold in
our Commonwealth. Pennsylvania collects 25.9 cents per gallon
in State gas tax, and 30.8 cents per gallon in State diesel fuel
tax. Each of those taxes was established by a vote of the legisla
ture, this legislature, and it did not take an act of Congress or a
special meeting ofthe OPEC nations. The House and the Senate
voted to put these taxes in place.

Most recently, in 1997, the House and the Senate voted to
increase the State gas tax by 3 1/2 cents per gallon. That being
the case, we now have the perfect opportunity to prove beyond
a shadow ofa doubt ifwhat goes up must come down, or if what
goes up just keeps going up, and whether or not the law of grav
ity also applies to gasoline taxes. But, Mr. President, since mo
torists are given three choices when they pull up to the pump,
starting at $1.59 for regular, $1.69 for special, and $1.79 for
super unleaded, I think we should have three choices in the way
we lower the State gas tax. That is why I have drafted three
different bills to do just that.

First, we have what I call the regular approach. This ap
proach eliminates the State's 3 1/2 cent gasoline tax increase
from 1997. That money would stop going into the State's Trea
sury and stay in the people's wallets. And actually, I think it is
probably safer there.

My second approach, which I consider a special blend of
legislation, would impose a temporary restriction on collecting
the 3 1/2 cent portion ofthe tax for a period of I year. Mr. Pres
ident, this would take Pennsylvania's motorists through the up-

coming summer months when the price at the pumps is ex
pected to reach $2 per gallon.

And finally, there is the third choice, super. I call it "super"
because it involves our Governor. Under my proposal, the Gov
ernor would be granted the discretion to suspend the implemen
tation in part or in total ofPennsylvania's State gasoline tax of
12 cents per gallon on the sale of all liquid fuels. The Governor
would be able to use his discretionmy power whenever the aver
age wholesale price of all liquid fuels, including gasoline, has
increased more than 10 percent within a I-month period.

Mr. President, the rising price of gasoline affects consumers,
affects commerce, especially our truckers and our farmers, and
it affects our economy. If we can, and we can, we have to do
something to lower gas taxes, and we should.

Thank you, Mr. President.
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from

Allegheny, Senator Costa.
Senator COSTA. Mr. President, I rise today to talk about an

issue that addresses in part the situation that my colleague, Sen
ator Boscola, briefly spoke about, and that is the ever-increasing
price of gasoline.

Mr. President, I kind of attack it in a different way, and that
way relates to what I refer to as qualified transportation benefits.
Very soon, in fact, when the Members get back to their offices
at some point today or tomorrow, they will be receiving from me
a cosponsorship memo for a resolution that would ask and en
courage Governor Ridge to provide to all Pennsylvania State
employees who wish to participate an opportunity to participate
in a qualified transportation fringe benefit plan in accordance
with Section 162 F of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986.

Mr. President, currently under this section of the IRS Code,
the value of qualified transportation fringe benefits that are
provided by an employer to an employee are excluded from the
definition ofgross income for tax purposes. Qualified transpor
tation fringe benefits include such things as van pooling, public
transit passes, and also qualified parking. And under the law,
Mr. President, employees could receive and can have up to $175
per month deducted for parking expenses and $65 per month
deducted for public transit expenses from their taxable income,
thereby reducing their Federal tax obligation and also increasing
the amount in their take-home pay.

Just to give you an example, Mr. President, an employee who
currently works for the State of Pennsylvania earning $24,000
annually would be able to receive a benefit of up to $535 from
their Federal tax responsibilities or Federal tax obligation under
the qualified parking plan, and $122 of Federal taxes they
would have in their pockets under the public transportation
deduction.

Recently, Mr. President, several large employers in the Alle
gheny County area have taken advantage of the Federal tax law
changes to provide their employees with qualified transportation
benefits, and the purpose of the resolution and the purpose of
my standing before you in Petitions and Remonstrances is to ask
that the Members join me in encouraging Governor Ridge to
provide this particular program to Commonwealth employees to
participate in as part ofa fringe-benefit package. The significant
thing about this, particularly in light of today's ever-increasing
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gas prices, is the fact that more and more people are starting to
take buses to work, taking public transportation to work, partic
ularly in my district, and we have the State office building and
so many other offices in the State where individuals throughout
the State worle and utilize public transportation for that purpose,
and to be able to provide them with a $65 tax credit per month
is something significant that we should be looking at and we
should be·encouraging all of our employees to participate and
all of our employers throughout the Commonwealth to partici
pate.

Mr. President, I think we in Pennsylvania should lead by
example, and we should be the ones to implement this particular
program for all the employees across the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania. I have spoken to the two major employers in the
Allegheny County region who have implemented this program,
and the administrative costs to these organizations are minimal.
It is simply allowing them the opportunity to collect receipts and
the like that are provided by the employee to the employer for
the purpose of determining how much money would be de
ducted So, for example, an individual who makes $24,000, as
I mentioned at $175 per month for parking and $65 for public
transportation, you are looking at a tax deduction, based upon
your income rate, ofanywhere from $2,000 to $825 or so. That
is a significant chunk of money, particularly ifyou are in the
28-percent tax bracket, or if you are in the 15-percent tax
bracket, it is also significant as well. Those are Federal tax dol
lars that we would then be keeping here in Pennsylvania, and I
encourage my colleagues to join me in encouraging Governor
Ridge to adopt the program to allow for participation in this
particular program.

Thank you, Mr. President.

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SECRETARY

The following announcement were read by the Secretary of
the Senate:

SENATE OF PENNSYLVANIA

COMMITTEE MEETING

1:00 P.M.

WEDNESDAY. MARCH 22. 2000

EDUCATION (public hearing on Senate Room 8E-B
Bill No. 1283 providing for distribution East Wing
ofConmonwea1th funds to local school
districts based on the Fairness in Education
Funding System for education)

ADJOURNMENT

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Lebanon, Senator Brightbill.

Senator BRIGlITBILL. Mr. President, I move that the Senate
do now adjourn until Monday, April 10, 2000, at 2 p.m., East
ern Daylight Saving Time.

The motion was agreed to by voice vote.
The Senate adjourned at I:40 p.m., Eastern Standard Time.


