COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA
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TUESDAY, OCTOBER 26,1999
183RD OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

SESSION OF 1999

SENATE
TUESDAY, October 26, 1999
The Senate met at 11 a.m., Eastern Daylight Saving Time.
The PRESIDENT (Lieutenant Governor Mark S. Schweiker)
in the Chair.

No. 46

same with amendments in which the concurrence of the Senate
is requested.
The PRESIDENT. Pursuant to Senate Rule XI~ section 5,
this bill will be referred to the Committee on Rules and Executive Nominations.
BOUSE CONCURS IN SENATE
CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

PRAYER
The Chaplain, Reverend Dr. JAMES W. GRUBB, of Grace
United Methodist Church, Harrisbmg, offered the following
prayer:
Let us pray.
Creator God, as we enjoy the beauty ofPennsylvania in this
staon of nature, it is as if You have assumed the role of a skillful artist and have chosen our Commonwealth as Your canvas,
to paint for us a beautiful landscape with colors that bring pleasure and inspire us.
Thank You for Your wonderful handiwork which enriches
our lives and reminds us ofYour providential care. As we begin
our last Session day prior to the general election, make us worthy and effective stewards in the tasks before us. May our labors
always reflect the same kind of care and purpose and beauty
with which You grace us in this season. Indeed, make us
co-creators with You in bringing good to our people through
legislation which protects and enriches our life together.
And now as we begin our work, we acknowledge You, God
ofmany names, yet one God who creates and sustains us in all
good things. Amen.
The PRESIDENT. The Chair thanks Reverend Grubb, who
is the guest today of Senator Piccola.

JOURNAL APPROVED
The PRESIDENT. A quonun of the Senate being present, the
Clerk will read the Journal ofthe preceding Session of October

The Clerk of the House of Representatives infonned the Senate that the House has concurred in resolution from the Senate,
entitled:

Recess adjournment.

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEE
Senator GREENLEAF, from the Committee on Judiciary,
reported the following bills:
SB 847 (pr. No. 950)
An Act amending Title 18 (Crimes and Offenses) of the Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes, prohibiting criminal transmission ofhuman immunodeficiency viruslacquired immune deficiency syndrome.

SB 850 (pr. No. 953)
An Act amending Title 18 (Crimes and Offenses) ofthe Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes, prohibiting the illegal use of a laser
pointer.

SB 1109 (pr. No. 1367)
An Act amending Title 18 (Crimes and Offenses) ofthe Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes, further providing for the discrimination
on account ofguide dog.

BB 849 (pr. No. 2541) (Amended)

25, 1999.

The Clerk proceeded to read the Journal of the preceding
Session, when, on motion of Senator LOEPER, further reading
was dispensed with and the Journal was approved.

HOUSE MESSAGES
SENATE BILL RETURNED WITH AMENDMENTS

The Clerk of the House of Representatives returned to the
Senate SB 647, with the information the House has passed the

An Act prohibiting false claims; imposing duties on the Attorney
General and on district attorneys; and providing for procedures and for
penalties.

BILLS INTRODUCED AND REFERRED
The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the following Senate
Bills numbered, entitled, and referred as follows, which were
read by the Clerk:
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Senators O'PAKE, COSTA, MELLOW, SALVAlORE,
MUSTO, KASUNIC, STOUT, KITCHEN ,BELAN
and BOSCOLA presented to the Chair SB 1157, entitled:

BODA~

An Act requiring use of original equipment manufacturer or
equivalent parts for repairs to motor vehic1es~ imposing penalties~ and
providing for duties of the Attorney General.

Which was committed to the Committee on BANKING AND
INSURANCE, October 26, 1999.
Senators BOSCOLA, COSTA, WAGNER, BELAN, STOUT
and KASUNIC presented to the Chair SB 1160, entitled:
An Act amending Title 18 (Crimes and Offenses) of the
Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes, further providing for willful
obstruction of emergency telephone calls.

Which was committed to the Committee on JUDICIARY,
October 26, 1999.
Senator BOSCOLA presented to the Chair SB 1161, entitled:
An Act amending the act of May 29, 1956 (1955 P.L.1804,
No.600), entitled Municipal Police Pension Law further providing for
the return of contributions.

Which was committed to the Committee on FINANCE,
October 26, 1999.

OCTOBER 26,

Which was committed to the Committee on PUBLIC
HEALTH AND WELFARE, October 26, 1999.
Senators WOZNIAK, KASUNIC, LAVALLE, HART,
PICCOLA, HELFRICK and MURPHY presented to the Chair
S8 1169, entitled:
An Act amending the act of February 9, 1999 (PL. 1, No.1)
entitled Capital Facilities Debt Enabling Act, further providing for
other agreements.

Which was committed to the Committee on FINANCE,
October 26, 1999.

LEGISLATIVE LEAVE
The PRESIDENf. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Lackawanna, Senator Mellow.
Senator MELLOW. Mr. President, I request a legislative
leave for Senator Bodack.
The PRESIDENT. Senator Mellow has requested a
legislative leave for Senator Bodack. Without objection, that
leave will be granted.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE
Senator MELLOW asked and obtained leave of absence for
Senator TARTAGLIONE, for today's Session, for personal
reasons.

CALENDAR
Senators ROBBINS, PUNT, GERLACH, SLOCUM,
COSTA, LEMMOND, WIDTE, SALVATORE, MOWER~
CONTI and rnOMPSON presented to the Chair SB 1166,
entitled:
An Act amending the act of June 27, 1996 (P.L.403, No.58),
entitled Community and Economic Development Enhancement Act,
providing for a Deputy Secretary for Local Government Services in the
Department of Community and Economic Development.

Which was committed to the Committee on COMMUNITY
AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, October 26, 1999.
Senators BELL, WHITE, LAVALLE, RHOADES,
WOZNIAK, BELAN, BODACK, KUKOVICH, BOSCOLA,
COSTA, STOUT, SCHWARTZ and WAGNER presented to the
Chair S8 1167, entitled:
An Act amending Title 66 (Public Utilities) of the Pennsylvania
Consolidated Statutes, providing for utility industry restructuring.

Which was committed to the Committee on CONSUMER
PROTECTION AND PROFESSIONAL LICENSURE,
October 26, 1999.
Senators BRIGHTBll..L, COSTA, BELAN, HELFRICK,
EARLL, SALVATORE, MOWER~ TOMLINSON, MUSTO,
RHOADES, SCHWARTZ, KITCHEN and BOSCOLA
presented to the Chair SB 1168, entitled:
An Act amending the act ofSeptember 9,1965 (P.L.497, No.251),
entitled Newborn Child Testing Act, further providing for newborn
child screening and testing.

BILL ON CONCURRENCE IN
HOUSE AMENDMENTS
SENATE CONCURS IN HOUSE AMENDMENTS
SB 456 (pr. No. 1413) - The Senate proceeded to
consideration ofthe bill, entitled:
An Act amending Title 30 (Fish) ofthe Pennsylvania Consolidated
Statutes, further providing for the qualifications and appointment of
deputy waterways conservation officers; authorizing certain cooperative
agreements~ further providing for changes in grading of certain
offenses, for increased fmes for certain convictions, for violations of
regulations and permits, for acknowledgment of guilt, for disposition
of nonresident offenders and for issuing agents~ prohibiting the sales
of certain fish, reptiles and amphibians~ providing for issuance of
reduced fee fishing licenses to certain owners or possessors of land
open to public fishing, and further providing for the grading of and
penalties for violations relating to boating registration, identification,
issuing agents and accident reports.

On the question,
Will the Senate concur in the amendments made by the
House to Senate Bill No. 456?
Senator LOEPER. Mr. President, I move that the Senate do
concur in the amendments made by the House to Senate Bill No.
456.
On the question,
Will the Senate agree to the motion?
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The yeas and nays were required by Senator LOEPER and
were as follows, viz:
YEA-49
Annstrong

Greenleaf

Belan
Bell
Bodack
Boscola
Brightbill
Conti
Connan
Costa

Hart

Dent

Earll
Furno
Gerlach

Helfrick
Holl
Hughes
Jubelirer
Kasunic
Kitchen
Kukovich
LaValle
Lennnond
Loeper
Madigan

Mellow
Mowery
Murphy
Musto
O'Pake
Piccola
Punt
Rhoades
Robbins
Salvatore
Schwartz
Slocum
Stapleton

Stout
Thompson
Tilghman
Tomlinson
Wagner
Waugh
Wenger
White
Williams
Wozniak

NAY-o
A constitutional majority of all the Senators having voted
"aye," the question was determined in the affinnative.
Ordered, That the Secretary of the Senate inform the House
of Representatives accordingly.
SB 1135 CALLED UP OUT OF ORDER
SB 1135 (pr. No. 1442) - Without objection, the bill was
called up out of order, from page 2 of the Third Consideration
Calendar, by Senator LOEPER, as a Special Order of Business.
BILL REREPORTED FROM COMMITTEE
AS AMENDED, AMENDED
SB 1135 (pr. No. 1442) -- The Senate proceeded to
consideration of the bill, entitled:
An Act providing grants for crop losses related to the drought in

conferring powers and duties on the Department of Agriculture~
establishing the Drought Emergency Fund~ and making appropriations.
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Senator O'PAKE. Mr. President, there are several guests I
would like to ask the Senate to welcome. First is a guest Page
from Central Catholic High School in Reading, Mr. Tom
Rochowicz. He is president of the student government at my
alma mater, Central Catholic High School. He is also a member
of the National Honor Society, and before he came to the
Capitol today, he was interested in a career in public service. I
hope that has not been changed by his experience here today. I
ask the Senate to extend a warm welcome to Tom Rochowicz.
The PRESIDENT. Would the Senate please welcome Tom,
our guest Page.
(Applause.)
Senator O'PAKE. Also in the gallery, Mr. President, are
some very good friends of mine from New Philadelphia, which
is in Senator Rhoades' district, and I know he is also very
friendly with them. They are the son and daughter of the former
mayor of New Philadelphia. Joan Wassell presently resides
there, her brother, Bill, used to, but he just moved to Colorado.
Joan Wassell, Bill Wassell, and Ellie Wassell are here as my
guests today, and I ask the Senate to extend its warm welcome
to these distinguished Schuylkill Countians.
The PRESIDENT. Our distinguished guests are already
standing. Will the Senate please welcome them.
(Applause.)

CONSIDERATION OF CALENDAR RESUMED
THIRD CONSIDERATION CALENDAR

BILLS REREPORTED FROM COMMITfEE
AS AMENDED OVER IN ORDER
SB 380 and HB 1692 - Without objection, the bills were
passed over in their order at the request of Senator LOEPER

1999~

On the question,
Will the Senate agree to the bill on third consideration?
Senator MELLOW offered the following amendment No.
A3896:
Amend Sec. 5, page 5, line 5, by striking out "and" and inserting
a comma
Amend Sec. 5, page 5, line 6, by inserting after ''plants'': ,
fertilizer and lime
On the question,
Will the Senate agree to the amendment?
It was agreed to.
Without objection, the bill, as amended, was passed over in
its order at the request of Senator LOEPER.

SPECIAL ORDER OF BUSINESS
GUESTS OF SENATOR MICHAEL A. O'PAKE
PRESENTED TO THE SENATE
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Berks, Senator O'Pake.

BILLS OVER IN ORDER
HB 58, SB 242 and HB 285 - Without objection, the bills
were passed over in their order at the request of Senator
LOEPER.
BILL ON THIRD CONSIDERATION
AND FINAL PASSAGE
HB 394 (pr. No. 2485) -- The Senate proceeded to
consideration of the bill, entitled:
An Act amending the act of June 24, 1931 (P.L.1206, No.331),
known as The First Class Township Code, further providing for
election of the township secretary.

Considered the third time and agreed to,
And the amendments made thereto having been printed as
required by the Constitution,
On the question,
Shall the bill pass finally?

LEGISLATIVE JOURNAL - SENATE

952

The yeas and nays were taken agreeably to the provisions of
the Constitution and were as follows, viz:

YEA-49
Armstrong
Belan
Bell
Bodack
Boscola
Brightbill
Conti
Corman
Costa
Dent

Earll
Fumo
Gerlach

Mellow
Mowery
Murphy
Musto
O'Pake
Piccola

Greenleaf

Hart
Helfrick
Holl
Hughes
Jubelirer
Kasunic
Kitchen
Kukovich
LaValle
Lemmond
Loeper
Madigan

Punt

Rhoades
Robbins
Salvatore
Schwartz
Slocum
Stapleton

Stout

Thompson
Tilghman
Tomlinson
Wagner
Waugh
Wenger
White
Williams
Wozniak

OCTOBER 26,

The PRESIDENT. Senator O'Pake moves to reconsider the
vote by which Se~te Bill No. 958 was moved to final passage.
On the question,
Will the Senate agree to the motion?

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Delaware, Senator Loeper.
Senator LOEPER Mr. President, does Senator O'Pake wish
to offer an amendment to Senate Bill No. 958?
The PRESIDENT. Senator O'Pake, is that your intention?
Senator O'PAKE. Mr. President, in response to the
gentleman's question, one of the Members over here, Senator
Boscola, intends to offer an amendment.

NAY-o

MOTION TO PASS OVER

A constitutional majority of all the Senators having voted
"aye," the question was determined in the affirmative.
Ordered, That the SecretaIy of the Senate return said bill to
the House of Representatives with infonnation that the Senate
has passed the same with amendments in which concurrence of
the House is requested.

Senator WEPER Mr. President, I move that Senate Bill No.
958 go over in its order.
The PRESIDENT. Without objection, the bill will go over in
its order.
Senator O'PAKE. Mr. President, may the Senate be at ease.
The PRESIDENT. At the request of Senator O'Pake, the
Senate will be at ease.
(The Senate was at ease.)

BILLS OVER IN ORDER
SB 544, S8 598, SB 630, SB 767 and SB 842 - Without
objection, the bills were passed over in their order at the request
of Senator LOEPER.
BILL OVER IN ORDER
SB 958 (pr. No. 1090) -- The Senate proceeded to
consideration of the bill, entitled:
An Act amending Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) of
the Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes, further providing for
confidential commwrications with sexual assault counselors.

Considered the third time and agreed to,
On the question,
Shall the bill pass finally?

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Berks, Senator O'Pake.
Senator O'PAKE. Mr. President, could the Senate be at ease
for one moment.
The PRESIDENT. At the request of Senator O'Pake, the
Senate will be at ease.
(The Senate was at ease.)
RECONSIDERATION OF VOTE
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Berks, Senator O'Pake.
Senator O'PAKE. Mr. President, on Senate Bill No. 958, I
move to reconsider the vote by which the bill was agreed to on
third consideration.

MOTION WITHDRAWN
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Delaware, Senator Loeper.
Senator WEPER Mr. President, I withdraw my motion that
the bill go over on final passage. I will wait until the bill goes
back to third consideration and then move that the bill go over
in its order.
And the question recurring,
Will the Senate agree to the motion?
The motion was agreed to.
The PRESIDENT. Without objection, the bill will go over on
third consideration.
BILL OVER IN ORDER
S8 997 - Without objection, the bill was passed over in its
order at the request of Senator LOEPER
BILL ON THIR.D CONSIDERATION
AND FINAL PASSAGE
SB 1011 (pr. No. 1267) - The Senate proceeded to
consideration of the bill, entitled:
An Act amending the act of December 28, 1994 (p.L.1445,
No.171), entitled Automobile Theft Prevention Act, repealing sunset
provisions of the act.

Considered the third time and agreed to,
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On the question,
Shall the bill pass finally?

The yeas and nays were taken agreeably to the provisions of
the Constitution and were as follows, viz:

YEA-49
Armstrong

Greenleaf

Belan
Bell

Dent
Earll
Fumo

Hart
Helfrick
Holl
Hughes
Jubelirer
Kasunic
Kitchen
Kukovich
LaValle
Lemmond
Loeper

Gerlach

Madigan

Bodack

Boscola
Brightbill
Conti
Corman
Costa

Mellow
Mowery
Murphy
Musto
O'Pake
Piccola
Punt
Rhoades
Robbins
Salvatore
Schwartz
Slocum
Stapleton

Stout
Thompson
Tilghman
Tomlinson
Wagner
Waugh
Wenger
White
Williams
Womiak

NAY-o
A constitutional majority of all the Senators having voted
"aye," the question was determined in the affirmative.
Ordered, That the Secretary of the Senate present said bill to
the House of Representatives for concurrence.
BILLS OVER IN ORDER
SB 1047, SB 1130 and UB 1268 -- Without objection, the
bills were passed over in their order at the request of Senator
LOEPER.
SECOND CONSIDERATION CALENDAR

BILL REREPORTED FROM COMMITfEE
AS AMENDED OVER IN ORDER
SB 670 - Without objection, the bill was passed over in its
order at the request of Senator LOEPER.
BILL AMENDED
SB 8 (pr. No. 1406) -- The Senate proceeded to
consideration of the bill, entitled:
An Act amending the act of April 3, 1992 (P.L.28, No. 11 ), entitled
Tuition Account Program and College Savings Bond Act, expanding
the scope of the act; further providing for tuition account programs; and
establishing scholarship programs.

On the question,
WIll the Senate agree to the bill on second consideration?
Senator JUBELIRER offered the following amendment No.
A3799:
Amend Sec. 1 (Title), page 2, line 5, by striking out "SAVINGS
ACCOUNTS." and inserting: savings.
Amend Sec. 1 (Title), page 2, line 8, by inserting brackets before
and after "PROGRAM" and inserting immediately thereafter:
Programs
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Amend Sec. 3 (Sec. 301), page 3, line 10, by striking out "!"
Amend Sec. 3 (Sec. 302), page 3, line 22, by striking out
"institutional"
Amend Sec. 3 (Sec. 303), page 7, line 1, by inserting brackets
before and after "Program" and inserting immediately thereafter:
Programs
Amend Sec. 3 (Sec. 303), page 7, line 4, by inserting brackets
before and after "Program" and inserting immediately thereafter:
Programs
Amend Sec. 3 (Sec. 304), page 7, line 17, by striking out
"CREDIT PRICE"
Amend Sec. 3 (Sec. 304), page 7, line 24, by inserting brackets
before and after "Program" and inserting immediately thereafter:
Programs
Amend Sec. 3 (Sec. 306), page 11, line 9, by striking out
"PROGRAM" and inserting: prOgrams:
Amend Sec. 3 (Sec. 307), page 15, line 29, by striking out
"COMMONWEALTII'S" and inserting: fimd's
Amend Sec. 3 (Sec. 307), page 16, line 15, by inserting brackets
before and after "program" and inserting immediately thereafter:
programs
Amend Sec. 3 (Sec. 308), page 18, line 1, by striking out
"OTIIER"
Amend Sec. 3 (Sec. 308), page 18, line 2, by inserting after "y(:
other
--Amend Sec. 3 (Sec. 309), page 26, line 15, by inserting after
"price": detennined by the department before adjustments. if any.
made pursuant to section 306(bX2),
Amend Sec. 4 (Sec. 309.1), page 32, line 7, by striking out
"TIIROUGH REGULATION OR"
Amend Sec. 4 (Sec. 309.2), page 33, lines 25 and 26, by striking
out "TIIROUGH REGULATION OR"
Amend Sec. 5 (Sec. 311), page 34, line 27, by striking out
"purchase"
Amend Sec. 5 (Sec. 312), page 35, line 22, by inserting after "the"
where it appears the fIrst time: current
Amend Sec. 5 (Sec. 312), page 35, line 23, by striking out "the
[purchaser or] initial" and inserting: [the purchaser or initial] that
Amend Sec. 5 (Sec. 312), page 35, line 26, by striking out "as
hereafter amended"
Amend Sec. 5 (Sec. 313), page 38, line 10, by striking out "as
hereafter amended"
Amend Sec. 5 (Sec. 313), page 38, line 12, by striking out
''preceding'' and inserting: following

On the question,
Will the Senate agree to the amendment?
It was agreed to.
Without objection, the bill, as amended, was passed over in
its order at the request of Senator LOEPER.
BILLS OVER IN ORDER
SB 300, UB 518 and SB 528 - Without objection, the bills
were passed over in their order at the request of Senator
LOEPER.
BILLS ON SECOND CONSIDERATION
SB 708 (pr. No. 1405) - The Senate proceeded to
consideration of the bill,· entitled:
An Act amending the act of May 1, 1933 (p.L.103, No.69),

entitled, as reenacted and amended, The Second Class Township Code,
providing for compensation of auditors for attendance at conferences,
institutes, schools and conventions.
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Considered the second time and agreed to,
Ordered, To be printed on the Calendar for third
consideration.
SB 800 (pro No. 1416) - The Senate proceeded to
consideration of the bill, entitled:
An Act providing for watershed protection and envir~nmental
stewardship; establishing the Environmental StewardshiP. Fund;
conferring powers and duties on the Department of Conservation and
Natural Resources, the Department ofEnvironmen~ Pr~tecti~ and
the Pennsylvania Infrastructure Investment A~thonty; unposmg a
recycling fee; making an appropriation; and making repeals.

Considered the second time and agreed to,
Ordered, To be printed on the Calendar for third
consideration.
BILLS OVER IN ORDER
DB 868, DB 1445 and DB 1848 -- Without objection, the
bills were passed over in their order at the request of Senator
LOEPER
SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION
No. 97, AMENDED AND ADOPTED

Senator LOEPER, without objection, called up from page 5
of the Calendar, Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 97, entitled:
A Concurrent Resolution establishing a task force to study issues
relating to the Commonwealth's children and youth servi~s delivery
system on an ongoing basis and to make recommendations to the
General Assembly.

On the question,
WIll the Senate adopt the resolution?
Senator DENT offered the following amendment No. 3840:
Amend Title, page I, line I, by striking out «Establis~" and
inserting: Directing the Joint State Government COIDIDlsslOn to
establish
Amend First Resolve Clause, page 2, line 22, by inserting after
«Assembly": direct the Joint State Government Commission to
Amend Fifth Resolve Clause, page 3, line 10, by inserting after
'That": the task force is authorized to create
Amend Fifth Resolve Clause, page 3, line 10, by striking out «be
created"
Amend Sixth Resolve Clause, page 3, lines 13 through 15, by
striking out all of said lines

On the question,

Will the Senate agree to the amendment?
It was agreed to.
On the question,
Will the Senate adopt the resolution, as amended?
A voice vote having been taken, the question was determined
in the affinnative.
Ordered, That the Secretary of the Senate present the same
to the House of Representatives for concurrence.

OCTOBER 26,

SENATE RESOLUTION No. 103, ADOPTED

Senator LOEPER, without objection, called up from page 6
of the Calendar, Senate Resolution No. 103, entitled:
A Resolution requesting the Public Employee Retirement
Commission to undertake a study relating to the fimding of cost-ofliving adjustments for retired State and public school employees.

On the question,

Will the Senate adopt the resolution?
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Montgomery, Senator Tilghman.
Senator TILGHMAN. Mr. President, I would like to speak
for a minute, ifl could, on Senate Resolution No. 103, which we
are about to adopt This resolution calls for the Public Employee
Retirement Commission to make a study of the teacher's .
retirement fund with the hope that we can work out some
problems relative to a COLA for the retired teachers. Not all of
us know that many of the retired teachers to whom we are
referring worked when the salaries were a great deal lower and
that their retirement and their medical benefits are really not
very large. They have a difficult time making ends meet, and I
thank those who vote to adopt this resolution. We will not get a
report from the resolution for several months from the
commission as to the viability of coming up with a COLA.
Thank you very much, Mr. President. I urge the adoption of
this resolution.
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Berks, Senator O'Pake.
Senator O'PAKE. Mr. President, I also urge the adoption. I
met with some retired teachers in my district last week. They
are very, very supportive of this. Another part ofthe resolution
calls for a study of what other States are doing with regard to
their cost-of-living increases for retired employees. I think it is
a step forward, and we, of course, support it on this side of the
aisle.
And the question recurring,
Will the Senate adopt the resolution?
A voice vote having been taken, the question was determined
in the affirmative.

EXECUTIVE NOMINATIONS
EXECUTIVE SESSION
Motion was made by Senator SALVATORE,
That the Senate do now resolve itself into Executive Session
for the purpose of considering certain nominations made by the
Governor.
Which was agreed to.
NOMINATION TAKEN FROM TABLE

Senator SALVATORE. Mr. President, I call from the table
a certain nomination and ask for its consideration.
The Clerk read the nomination as follows:
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MEMBER OF TIlE PENNSYLVANIA
LIQUOR CONTROL BOARD
September 17, 1999
To the Honorable, the Senate
ofthe Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

THOMAS 1. RIDGE
Governor
On the question,
Will the Senate advise and consent to the nomination?
The yeas and nays were required by Senator SALVATORE
and were as follows, viz:
YEA-49
Armstrong

Conti
Connan
Costa
Dent

Earll
Furno
Gerlach

Greenleaf
Hart
Helfrick
Holl
Hughes
Jubelirer
Kasunic
Kitchen
Kukovich
laValle
Lemmond
Loeper
Madigan

Mellow
Mowery
Murphy
Musto
D'Pake
Piccola
Punt
Rhoades
Robbins
Salvatore
Schwartz
Slocum
Stapleton

CorrnnissiOll, to serve at the pleasure of the Governor, vice James Rue,
West Chester, resigned.
moMAS J. RIDGE
Governor
MEMBER OF THE APPALACIDAN STATES
LOW-LEVEL RADIOACTIVE WASTE COMMISSION

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for
the advice and consent of the Senate, Jonathan H. Newman, 1079
Baron Drive, Bryn Mawr 19010, Montgomery County, Seventeenth
Senatorial District, for appointment as a member ofthe Pennsylvania
Liquor Control Board, to serve until the third Tuesday in May 2002,
vice Robert P. Fohl, Pittsburgh, resigned.

Belan
Bell
Bodack
Boscola
Brightbill
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Stout
Thompson

Tilghman
Tomlinson
Wagner
Waugh
Wenger
White

Williams
Womiak

NAY-O
A constitutional two-thirds majority of all the Senators
having voted "aye," the question was determined in the
affirmative.
Ordered, That the Governor be infonned accordingly.

June 2,1999
To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:
In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for
the advice and consent of the Senate, Robert S. Zimmerman, Jr.
C~bting Member), 202 Fox Drive, Mechanicsburg 17055, Cumberland
County, Thirty-first Senatorial District, for appointment as a member
ofthe Appalachian States Low-Level Radioactive Waste Commission,
to serve at the pleasure of the Governor, vice Peter J. Jannetta, M.D.,
Rector, resigned.

THOMAS J. RIDGE
Governor
MEMBER OF THE STATE CHARTER SCHOOL
APPEAL BOARD
October 8, 1999
To the Honorable, the Senate
ofthe Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:
In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for
the advice and consent of the Senate, Marcia E. Reeves, 131 Hoerner
Street, Harrisburg 17103, Dauphin County, Fifteenth Senatorial
District, for appointment as a member of the State Charter School
Appeal Board, to serve until June 14,2001 and until her successor is
appointed and qualified, vice Lisa M. Tait, Harrisburg, resigned.
THOMAS 1. RIDGE
Governor
MEMBER OF TIlE STATE EMPLOYEES'
RETIREMENT BOARD
September 30, 1999

NOMINATIONS TAKEN FROM THE TABLE
Senator SALVATORE. Mr. President, I call from the table
certain nominations and ask for their consideration.
The Clerk read the nominations as follows:
MEMBER OF THE APPALACmAN STATES
LOW-LEVEL RADIOACTIVE WASTE COMMISSION
June 2, 1999
To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:
In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate· for
the advice and consent of the Senate, Denise K. Chamberlain
(Alternate Member), 3930 Sullivan Street, Mechanicsburg 17055,
Cumberland County, Thirty-first Senatorial District, for appointment
as a member of the Appalachian States Low-Level Radioactive Waste

To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:
In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for
the advice and consent of the Senate, Nicholas J. Maiale, 225 South
181h Street, Apt. 1406, Philadelphia 19103, Philadelphia County, First
Senatorial District,. for reappointment as a member of the State
Employees' Retirement Board, to serve for a term of four years and
until his successor is appointed and qualified.

THOMAS 1. RIDGE
Governor
MEMBER OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL
HEARING BOARD
September 17, 1999
To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

956

LEGISLATIVE JOURNAL -

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for
the advice and consent ofthe Senate, Michael L. Krancer, Esquire, 439
North Ithan Drive, Bryn Mawr 19010, Montgomery County,
Seventeenth Senatorial District, for appointment as a member of the
Environmental Hearing Board, to serve for a term of six years or until
his successor is appointed and qualified, vice Richard S. Ehmann,
Esquire, Pittsburgh, resigned.

THOMAS 1. RIDGE
Governor

MEMBER OF THE PENNSYLVANIA HISTORICAL
AND MUSEUM COMMISSION
September 9, 1999
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MEMBER OF THE COUNCIL OF TRUSTEES OF
KUTZTOWN UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA
OF THE STATE SYSTEM OF HIGHER EDUCATION
September 28, 1999
To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth ofPennsylvania:
In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for
the advice and consent of the Senate, Ronald H. Frey, 243 West
Greenway Street, Fleetwood 19522, Berks County, Eleventh Senatorial
District, for reappointment as a member of the Council of Trustees of
Kutztown University of Pennsylvania of the State System of Higher
Education, to serve until the third Tuesday of January 2005, and until
his successor is appointed and qualified.
THOMAS J. RIDGE
Governor

To the Honorable, the Senate
ofthe Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:
In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for
the advice and consent of the Senate, Andrea F. Fitting, Ph.D., 113
Sunridge Drive, Pittsburgh 15234, Allegheny County, Thirty-seventh
Senatorial District, for reappointment as a member of the Pennsylvania
Historical and Museum Commission, to serve Wltil the third Tuesday
of January 2003 and Wltil her successor is appointed and qualified.

THOMAS 1. RIDGE
Governor

MEMBER OF THE PENNSYLVANIA mSTORICAL
AND MUSEUM COMMISSION
September 9, 1999

MEMBER OF THE STATE BOARD
OF OSTEOPATInC MEDICINE
September 28, 1999
To the Honorable, the Senate
ofthe Commonwealth ofPennsylvania:
In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for
the advice and consent ofthe Senate, Daniel D. Dowd, Jr., D.O., 2858
Honey Valley Road, York 17403, York County, Twenty-eighth
Senatorial District, for reappointment as a member of the State Board
ofOsteopathic Medicine, to serve for a term of four years or until his
successor is appointed and qualified, but not longer than six months
beyond that period.
THOMAS J. RIDGE
Governor

To the Honorable, the Senate
ofthe Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:
In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for
the advice and consent of the Senate, Nancy D. Kolb, 4003
Mechanicsville Road, Doylestown 18901, Bucks COWlty, Tenth
Senatorial District, for reappointment as a member of the Pennsylvania
Historical and Museum Commission, to serve Wltil the third Tuesday
of January 2003 and until her successor is appointed and qualified.
THOMAS J. RIDGE
Governor

MEMBER OF THE PENNSYLVANIA mSTORICAL
AND MUSEUM COMMISSION
September 28, 1999
To the Honorable, the Senate
ofthe Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:
In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for
the advice and consent ofthe Senate, Allen M. Wenger, P.O. Box 40,
Rheems 17570, Lancaster COWlty, Thirty-sixth Senatorial District, for
appointment as a member of the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum
Commission, to serve mtil the third Tuesday of January 2003 and until
his successor is appointed and qualified, vice George A. Nichols,
Dalton, resigned.
THOMAS 1. RIDGE
Governor

MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC SCHOOL EMPLOYEES'
RETIREMENT BOARD
September 30, 1999
To the Honorable, the Senate
ofthe Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:
In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for
the advice and consent of the Senate, Samuel M. Sanzotto, Ed.D., 6122
Charing Cross, Mechanicsbmg 17055, Cmnberland County, Thirty-frrst
Senatorial District, for reappointment as a member of the Public
School Employees' Retirement Board, to serve until February 14, 2001
and until his successor is appointed and qualified.
THOMAS 1. RIDGE
Governor

MEMBER OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF
SOUTH MOUNTAIN RESTORATION CENTER
June 22, 1999
To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:
In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for
the advice and consent of the Senate, Stephen J. Holoviak., Ph.D., 410
Overbill Drive, Chambersburg 17201, Franklin County, Thirty-third
Senatorial District, for reappointment as a member of the Board of
Trustees ofSouth MOlUltainRestoration Center, to serve until the third
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Tuesday of January 2005, and Wltil his successor is appointed and
qualified.
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An Act providing grants for crop losses related to the drought in
1999; conferring powers and duties on the Department ofAgriculture;
establishing the Drought Emergency FWld; and making appropriations.

moMAS 1. RIDGE

Governor

Considered the third time and agreed to,
And the amendments made thereto having been printed as
required by the Constitution,

DISTRICT mSTICE
September 28, 1999

On the question,

To the Honorable, the Senate
ofthe Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

Shall the bill pass finally?

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for
the advice and consent of the Senate, Frank 1. Pallone, Jr., 1008
Woodbmy Road, New Kensington 15068, Westmoreland C011llty,
Fortieth Senatorial District, for appointment as District Justice, in and
for the County ofWestInoreland, Magisterial District 10-1-05, to serve
Wltil the first Monday of January 2000, vice John Smittle, resigned.
mOMAS 1. RIDGE

Governor
On the question,

Will the Senate advise and consent to the nominations?
The yeas and nays were required by Senator SALVATORE
and were as follows, viz:
YEA-49
Annstrong
Belan
Bell
Bodack
Boscola
Brightbill
Conti
Connan

Costa

Dent
Earll
Fumo
Gerlach

Greenleaf
Hart
Helfrick
HoD
Hughes
Jubelirer
Kasunic
Kitchen
Kukovich
LaValle
Lemmond
Loeper

Madigan

Mellow
Mowery
Murphy
Musto
O'Pake
Piccola
Punt
Rhoades
Robbins
Salvatore
Schwartz
Slocum
Stapleton

Stout
Thompson
Tilglnnan
Tomlinson
Wagner
Waugh
Wenger
White
Williams
Wozniak

NAY-O
A constitutional majority of all the Senators having voted
"aye," the question was detennined in the affirmative.
Ordered, That the Governor be informed accordingly.
EXECUTIVE SESSION RISES

Senator SALVATORE. Mr. President, I move that the
Executive Session do now rise.
The motion was agreed to.

SPECIAL ORDER OF BUSINESS
SUPPLEMENTAL CALENDAR No.1
BILL REREPORTED FROM COMMITIEE
AS AMENDED ON TIllRD CONSIDERATION
AND FINAL PASSAGE
SB 1135 (pr. No. 1448) -- The Senate proceeded to
consideration of the bill, entitled:

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Warren, Senator Slocum.
Senator SLOCUM. Mr. President, I rise in support of Senate
Bill No. 1135. Due to this year's devastating drought, our
farmers are suffering very much. We all know that many of our
farmers suffered severe drought losses, many even face the loss
of their farms. As many of you are aware, agriculture is the
number one industry in the State of Pennsylvania. The time has
now come when that number one industry needs and deserves
our help because of the drought; not just lip service, not more
debt, but real assistance in the form of direct grants. We are
talking today about real, meaningful relief. We can no longer
wait to see how much the Federal government is going to
provide or how many dollars they will send down.
Having carefully and thoughtfully worked on this legislation,
we now have before us a strong drought reliefbill in the form of
Senate Bill No. 1135, which will provide $50 million in direct
drought relief to our hardest hit farmers. By targeting this
assistance to those who need our help the most, our plan is
fiscally responsible, a sound use of our taxpayers' dollars. We
have carefully and thoughtfully considered this issue before
putting this plan together. By doing so, we believe our plan is
fiscally reasonable and will be effective in providing sufficient
drought relief to the farmers of the Commonwealth.
In essence, our plan is about doing what is right for those
farmers who work so hard to provide a safe and abundant food
supply for each and every Pennsylvanian. By acting now, we
can help the farmers prepare for the spring planting season.
And let me be clear, Mr. President, this bill is not a cure-all. But
by passing this legislation, we can put many of our farmers in
a position to make it through another year. Our farmers are
some ofthe most hardworking, dependable citizens among our
residents. They have sacrificed to provide our food through the
ups and downs of good and bad years, and they have not asked
for much in return. Mr. President, it is incumbent upon us to
provide assistance now to those who have provided us with a
safe and abundant food supply for so many years.
Mr. President, let me briefly explain how this bill will
provide assistance to our farmers. This package would provide
a total of$50 million in direct aid to farmers, with $25 million
to reimburse costs associated with the purchase of seeds and
plants, $20 million for fertilizers and lime, and an additional $5
million for the Governor's Hay and Transportation Assistance
Program. To be eligible for these grants related to the purchase
of seeds and plants, lime and fertilizers, the farmers would need
to show at least a 30-percent loss due to the drought and would
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then be eligible for reimbursement equal to 15 percent of the
costs associated with those purchases. The Department of
Agriculture is currently administering the Hay and
Transportation Assistance Program. and the additional $5
million provided in this legislation would allow the department
to extend the program to cover even more of the hay loss
suffered by livestock producers in PenilSylvania. The
Department of Agriculture would be required to publicize the
program, ensuring that every farmer in the Commonwealth
would have access to this drought relief.
I would like to thank Senator Wenger and Senator Conti for
their assistance in this and their staffs for the development of
this legislation, which I think is real relief for the farmers in
PenilSylvania.
In summary, Mr. President, we have a good, strong plan to
provide significant drought relief to those farmers who need it
most I ask all of my colleagues on both sides of the aisle for an
affirmative vote on Senate Bill No. 1135.
Thank you, Mr. President.
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentlewoman
from Northampton, Senator Boscola.
Senator BOSCOLA. Mr. President, I rise in support of
Senate Bill No. 1135. I think that we all wish we could pass a
bill today that would somehow take away all the suffering and
losses that our fanners have experienced during one of the worst
droughts in our Commonwealth's history, but unfortunately we
cannot do that. But wbatwe can do is show our fanners that we
care and that we want to help them keep farming. This bill and
the appropriation that it contains will do just that.
On behalf of the fanners in my district, I want to thank the
Majority for passing this bill today. I hope that the same
leadership that guided this bill through the Senate will work and
guide it through the House and to the Governor as well. I would
also like to think that while the Majority planted the seed here
in the Senate today, that I helped to water it every week by
standing at this microphone and saying, do not forget about our
farmers, and you have not, and I appreciate that.
We all know that Senate Bill No. 1135 cannot take the place
of a good crop. No act of government can erase an act of God
and no direct grant can undo a drought, but for those small
farmers who have lost their haIvest and virtually all of their
financial reserves, these grants mean hope. To Harold Kreger,
who owns a small farm in Polk Township in my district, these
grants might mean he can buy supplies for next spring. To
Elaine Austin, who grows grapes at Franklin Hills Vineyards in
my district:, these grants may help her through this year and may
help her pay some ofher bills. And to Ray Mack and other dairy
farmers like him in my district, these grants may mean their
wives will not have to wolk two part-time jobs to help them pay
their bills.
Mr. President, every little bit helps. That is what I heard
when I talked to farmers in Northampton and Monroe Counties.
Every little bit helps. And that is why it is time to stop blaming
the Federal government for not doing more. Just do what is
right here in Pennsylvania for our family farmers, and today we
are doing that. Now, would I have been happier if we had voted
to pass this bill last month? Absolutely. Would I have been
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happier if it contained more money and provided more direct
grants to our fanners? Of course. But like Doug Walker, who is
the president of the Northampton County Seed Company, said,
every day you waste with talking is one more day some farmer
is going to say, I cannot do it anymore.
Mr. President, I am not going to waste one more day talking
about it I urge my colleagues, and I am happy today to vote for
the passage of Senate Bill No. 1135.
Thank you.
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Lehigh, Senator Dent.
Senator DENT. Mr. President, I, too, would like to offer my
strong support today for the drought relief package we are
considering. While this past summer's drought hurt almost all
Pennsylvania farmers, it was an especially difficult season for
those of us in the Lehigh Valley, which I represent. The record
string of 90-plus degree days and weeks of little or no rain
devastated com and soybean crops, and we have seen large
production losses for potatoes, sweet corn, apples, and peaches.
I have visited several farms across the area and saw fields
that should have been ready for harvesting but instead were
dried up and dead. Fortunately, in my own personal
circumstance my father-in-law and mother-in-law's farm, Pride
and Joy Farm in Lehigh County, was spared that devastation.
Others were not so fortunate. Of the more that 350 farmers
swveyed in Lehigh County, 332 of them, or almost 95 percent,
estimated production losses of 50 percent or higher as of the end
of July; 15 farmers estimated their losses at 90 to 99 percent,
and 5 farmers reported 100 percent losses. Those numbers are
catastrophic indeed. The numbers in Northampton County,
which I also represent, were just as grim. The rains came too
late to improve this situation. The crops were too far gone to
recover.
The plan before us today provides relief where it is needed
most. It allocates $50 million in direct aid to farmers to cover
their losses. This $50 million includes $25 million to cover
losses associated with seeds and plants, $20 million for fertilizer
and lime, and $5 million for bay. Like many here in this
Chamber, in the PenilSylvania Congressional delegation, I was
disappointed in the Federal response to our farmers' plight. We
must keep the heat on Washington to do more for
Pennsylvania's farmers who have done so much to feed this
great nation. We cannot wait for nor count on the Federal
government to do more.
We must move forward now to provide relief to our farmers.
That is why I strongly support Senate Bill No. 1135 and this
much needed relief package. Our farmers need help, and this
proposal will provide the financial assistance that may be the
difference between maintaining a fdmily farm or selling the land
offfor other purposes. Again, I urge my colleagues in the Senate
to support these proposals.
Thank you very much, Mr. President.
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Philadelphia, Senator Williams.
Senator WILLIAMS. Mr. President, for those who are
wondering why a city boy would be standing at the mike talking
about those from rural areas, it is because I truly believe, very
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fervently believe that there is not one separate Pennsylvania, but
that all of us are Pennsylvanians, and if one of us is in need, all
of us are in need. The principles of Quaker forgiveness,
concern, and compassion resonate through the Constitution of
Pennsylvania and certainly should resonate through all of us on
this particular day for all ofus to support Senate Bill No. 1135.
I do not view this as a partisan activity. I still believe the
natural disasters and phenomena that not only the farmers have
felt but clearly members of my own constituency have felt in the
form of a hurricane, it is my hope that while we are beginning
to open the chapter of how we begin to deal with natural
disasters in Pennsylvania that we will not stop here, that we will
march on for those who still remain in dire need in Eastwick
and Darby and Kaolin aDd Montgomery County and other parts
ofPennsylvania, that we look to create a natural disaster relief
mechanism that certainly cannot prevent it, but we can certainly
more clearly provide support, that we stop talking about what
the Federal government has not done and we begin to recognize
our own IeSpOIlSlbilities. We have the resources in Pennsylvania
to take care of these problems. We certainly cannot halt all of
the problems and situations that occur, and so in the heartland
the pain that is felt is certainly resounding in rural and urban
communities. We support you, lockstep and arm. Those of us
from Philadelphia County recognize the bounty that has been
provided to us by those hardworking farmers.
So I stand here in support of Senate Bill No. 1135, and I look
forward to the future passage for those of us who are in dire
need in these urban communities.
Thank you.
The PRESIDENf. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Bucks, Senator Conti.
Senator CONTI. Mr. President, I also rise today in support
of Senate Bill No. 1135. It has been an honor and a privilege to
participate in this process. I am very proud of this Chamber
because we acted very expeditiously in this matter and got it
through in as few Session days as possible to help the farmers
in Bucks County. I represent Bucks County, which was the farm
community that was perhaps the most severely hit of all the
farm communities across this Commonwealth. It has been a
bipartisan effort. I applaud the chairman of the committee, the
Minority chair, and also my colleague from Lancaster County
for their leadership on this matter.
In closing, I would just like to say in a few moments here
though that the battle is not over. We must continue to urge our
colleagues on the other side of this building to work with us on
this important initiative and also, as mentioned by previous
speakers, to continue to speak to our Federal legislators about
the importance of direct subsidies to help our farmers get back
into the ground for the next growing season. I strongly urge the
support of my colleagues.
Thank you, Mr. President.
The PRESIDENf. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Lancaster, Senator Wenger.
Senator WENGER Mr. President, the summer of 1999 will
go down in history as one of the driest summers that we have
had in Pennsylvania for many years. We, of course, had a
declaration of an emergency due to the drought, but on
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September 30 this year the drought emergency was lifted and is
over, thankfully, for many Pennsylvanians. It is not over,
however, for our 50,000 farmers here in Pennsylvania They
will continue to feel the effects of this drought for many years to
come. In many cases, our farmers saw a dramatic decrease in
the amount ofcrops they could harvest, as well as a drop in the
quality of what could be salvaged. If they cannot harvest their
crops, they cannot sell them for income or feed for their
animals, making them actually put out more money to purchase
feed for the winter. The rains we received from the large storms
that made their way through the Commonwealth were too late
to help. For our farmers, the drought means even harder times
when the going was already tough. Disastrously low commodity
prices have already put many of our farm families on the brink.
One of my local farmers put it like this. He said, it is as if my
boss decided not to pay me this year, but everything else stayed
the same. I still have bills and obligations, but I have no income.
As I have said before, our farmers are a resilient lot. They do
not complain easily and they have voluntarily chosen their
lifestyle with its inevitable highs and lows. This year, however,
was not just a bad year, it was a disaster. Our farmers need our
help. For these reasons, Senator Slocum, Senator Conti, and I
got together to discuss what we could do, and I am pleased and
appreciate veIY much the fact that many of our colleagues in the
Senate joined in cosponsorship of the bill that is before us.
Our package has been reviewed many times over and
amended to provide for ease of administration and to get the
dollars into the hands of those who need it as quickly as
possIble. Senate Bill No. 1135, as it is before you, appropriates
$45 million to the Drought Emergency Grant Program to
reimburse farmers for the costs of seeds and fertilizer and lime
they had spent in the 1999 growing season. In addition, $5
million will be applied to the Governor's already successful Hay
and Transportation Assistance Program to help farmers
purchase hay for their livestock. The Department of Agriculture
will administer this program. Our intent is to reach as wide a
spectrum of the agricultural community as possible, from our
specialty crop producers to cash grain farmers, in as fiscally
manageable a fashion as possible.
Senate Bill No. 1135 certainly does not have every answer or
provide a magic cure for all that ails the agriculture community,
but it does provide a measure of relief for our farmers adversely
impacted by the drought. It will help them to plant a new crop
in the spring of the year 2000, which hopefully will be a more
productive and more profitable year for them. I urge my
colleagues in the Senate to vote "yes" on Senate Bill No. 1135.
Thank you, Mr. President.
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Indiana, Senator Stapleton.
Senator STAPLETON. Mr. President, I just want to echo my
strong support for Senate Bill No. 1135. This is a direct grant,
not a loan. Certainly the farmers of this Commonwealth are
very proud people and they are not asking for a handout. They
do not want anything that they do not deserve, and they
certainly deserve this $50 million.
I also want to recognize two organizations that really have
helped to put this piece of legislation on the front burner in the
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action we are taking here today. They are the Pennsylvania
Farm Bureau and the Pennsylvania State Grange, who have
worked for many, many months to see that we were able to work
out a piece of legislation which was a compromise from both
sides of the aisle, and that is what we have before us today. So
I want to congratulate both of them for the work they have done
in helping to get this piece of legislation for a final vote today.
Thank you.
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Berks, Senator O'Pake.
Senator O'PAKE. Mr. President, those of us who have a lot
of farmers in our districts welcome this $50 million relief
package. I know in my district in Berks County that most of the
farmers who were devastated have crop losses of over 60
percent, so they will qualify under the 30 percent· or more
qualifier in this bill. Also to emphasize that this is a grant, not
a loan program, I think that is very, very important. As Senator
Stapleton has pointed out, farmers are borrowed up to their
heads in loans, and therefore what we do need to do is provide
direct cash assistance, as this bill will do.
I must say that while we have worked cooperatively in a
bipartisan way here in the Senate and hopefully now that will
continue with the House of Representatives, because they have
a substantially higher priced package that I think they are
sending to us, we are disappointed in the lack of Federal help
that is being made available to Pennsylvania's farmers. In the
package that was passed, Pennsylvania's farmers were really
being shortchanged. And when we talk about Pennsylvania's
farmers, we are talking about every Pennsylvanian, because
every Pennsylvanian who drinks milk or eats food is going to be
helped when we help our farmers who have been devastated
through no fault of their own by the drought. It amazes me that
the Federal government could find billions of dollars last year
to help the victims of the midwestern States, Texas, and the
Dakotas when they had weather problems, and they continually
find billions of dollars to help foreign farmers with no hope of
ever getting repaid, and yet they could not find enough help for
the farmers of Pennsylvania.
So, I hope this will be a help. I hope we will work this out
over the next 2 weeks while we are in recess, so that when we
come back in November, we can say to the farmers of
Pennsylvania and all the consumers of Pennsylvania that we
have done our best, even though the Federal government did
not, and that we have a package that will be signed into law and
will start putting money into the pockets of farmers as they
begin to plan for next year, as was so well pointed out.
I commend the sponsors of this legislation and look forward
to the continuing cooperation that is going to be necessary to get
a final bill to the Governor so he can sign it and farmers who
have suffered enough do not have to be worried about the
political process and how long it is going to take until we can
actually put some money in their pockets, which are pretty
empty right now.
Thank you, Mr. President.
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Bradford, Senator Madigan.
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Senator MADIGAN. Mr. President, I rise to support Senate
Bill No. 1135. I appreciate the bipartisan cooperation here today
and certainly hope we can come to an agreement with the House
in getting direct grants to our farmers in Pennsylvania. I
especially want to take the opportunity to thank the sponsors
and Senator Slocum and Senator Wenger in supporting
additional funds for hay. The vast majority of my farmers are
dairy farmers, and unfortunately, the Federal government has
turned its back on the Northeast Dairy Compact and the
adoption of the l(a) for Federal orders.
I think of the Elwood Braund family, high school classmates
of mine, who have a herd of 200 dairy cattle. Three or four
families are living off that farm. Their com was about as high
as this desk. They have been buying hay to supplement since the
end of July, and just 2 weeks ago they had ordered additional
hay, 25 tons a truckload, from South Dakota, and they had to
pay $4,300 in advance for that to be delivered to them. This will
be greatly appreciated by them, that family and other families
and the dairy farmers in northeastern Pennsylvania. I think we
are doing the right thing today, and I encourage all of my
colleagues to support Senate Bill No. 1135.
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Delaware, Senator Loeper.
Senator LOEPER Mr. President, just very briefly, I also
stand here in support of Senate Bill No. 1135 and congratulate
everyone who has worked on the bill in order to bring it to the
position that it is in today.
I also would just like to follow up on the comments of
Senator Williams, the gentleman from Philadelphia, basically
because there are many of us who share his concern about also
being in a position to aid those who were adversely affected by
the recent floods and storms, not only in southeastern
Pennsylvania but throughout the State.
I thank Senator Wtlliams for his cooperation in working with
us collectively. As we move forward, we are going to introduce
legislation to deal with that issue, and I thank Senator Williams
for withdrawing his flood amendments to this legislation today
in order that we could deal with the drought problem of the
farmers. I look forward to working with him as far as the
introduction of legislation also to take care of those people who
were affected by the disasters that struck Pennsylvania.
I ask for an aflirmative vote for this legislation, Mr.
President.
And the question recurring,
Shall the bill pass finally?
The yeas and nays were taken agreeably to the provisions of
the Constitution and were as follows, viz:

YEA-49
Armstrong

Greenleaf

Belan
Bell
Bodack
&scola
Brightbill

Hart
Helfrick
Holl
Hughes
Jubelirer
Kasunic

Conti

Mellow
Mowery
Murphy
Musto
O'Pake

Piccola
Punt

Stout

Thompson
Tilghman
Tomlinson
Wagner
Waugh
Wenger
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Dent

LaValle

Earll
Furno
Gerlach

Lermnond
Loeper
Madigan

Salvatore
Schwartz
Slocum

Wozniak.

Stapleton

NAY-o
A constitutional majority of all the Senators having voted
"aye, II the question was determined in the affirmative.
Ordered, That the Secretary of the Senate present said bill to
the House of Representatives for concurrence.

SPECIAL ORDER OF BUSINESS
ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SECRETARY
The SECRETARY Consent has been given for the
Committee on Intergovernmental Affairs to meet off the floor to
consider Senate Bill No. 1038, Senate Resolution No. 47, and
House Resolution No. 182.

ANNOUNCEMENT BY MAJORITY LEADER
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Delaware, Senator Loeper.
Senator LOEPER. Mr. President, I request that all Members
of the Committee on Intergovernmental Affairs report to the
Rules room for the purpose of a meeting of that committee, and
that we continue with our work here on the floor.
The PRESIDENT. Senator Loeper just requested the
Committee on Intergovernmental Affairs Members report to the
Rules room for a meeting.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
CONGRATULATORY RESOLUTIONS
The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the following
resolutions, which were read, considered and adopted:
Congratulations ofthe Senate were extended to Mr. and Mrs.
Ed Marks, Mr. and Mrs. Jim Herr, Mr. and Mrs. Clyde
Shoemaker, Mr. and Mrs. Oreon M. Adcock, Mr. and Mrs.
Charles I. Fasnacht, Mr. and Mrs. Ken Derr, Mr. and Mrs.
Harold Fisher, Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Mimidis, Dr. William R
Vollmar II and to Boy Scout Troop 56 of Strasburg by Senator
Armstrong.
Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Mr. and Mrs.
John Cenatiempo, Mr. and Mrs. Leo Ferguson, Mr. and Mrs.
King David Boyer, Mr. and Mrs. Edwin 1. Scholtz, Tobias
Haselberger, Zen Zoo Li, Elizabeth Crothers, James A. Battista
III and to Boy Scout Troop 53 of Kennett Square by Senator
Bell.
Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Mr. and Mrs.
Howard N. Shafer, Mr. and Mrs. Donald B. Klingel, Mr. and
Mrs. Leonard Hudak, Mr. and Mrs. Frank Maurek, Mr. and
Mrs. Harold F. Ealer, Mr. and Mrs. John Franczak, Matthew
Stephen Fassl, Theodore T. Smith, Mark Roeber, Home Depot
of Stroudsburg, citizens of Northampton County and to Easton
Senior Citizen Housing by Senator Boscola.
Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Sharon
Fransen and to Nathan Ritter by Senator Conti.
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Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Oliver
Martin Yoder, Patrick Daugherty and to the Rotary Club of
State College by Senator Corman.
Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Joseph Gaus,
Jan Lytle, Mary Vavrek, Marguerette Sokol, Linda BrownRoach, Michele Balcer, Toni Gorenc, Sharon Zietak, Karen
Cellars, Roberta Stackawitz, Albert Silvio and to the
Pennsylvania Society of Health System Phannacists by Senator
Costa.
Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Sarah A.
Lang, Jaclyn Frances Stine, Melissa Wetzel, Megan Trotter,
Stephen Paul Miles, MaryJane Davis Rothrock, Henry T. Lyons,
Jr., and to the Austrian Hungarian Club of Northampton by
Senator Dent.
Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Ed Weiss and
to Minnie Weiss by Senators Dent and Boscola.
Congratulations of the Senate were extended to the
Honorable Carmelita Hogan-Munsch and to G. Adam Bowser
by Senator Earll.
Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Eugene V.
Morabito by Senator Fumo.
Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Anthony T.
Gionta, William Everhart, Dr. Thomas Stein, Richard Litz,
Frank Vokish, Jr., Dennis Strenkowski, Robert Ledoux, Ricky
Healy, Wilson Roys, Stephen Gaydosh, 1. Edward Sali~
Thomas Straub, Thomas Hydock, David Blair and to Frankbn
E. Lopes by Senator Hart.
Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Eric Charles
Benscoter, Todd Aaron Tanner, Andrew Michael Harris and to
Scott Conrad Markley by Senator Helfrick.
Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Timothy J.
Rissing, Aaron D. Grewe, Jong-Song Kim, the Honorable
Heung Jin Jeong, North Penn Visiting Nurse Association of
Souderton and to Spring-Ford Area School District Senior High
School of Royerford by Senator Holi.
Congratulations ofthe Senate were extended to Mr. and Mrs.
Glenn Magill, Mr. and Mrs. Thomas C. Parsons, Mr. and Mrs.
Anthony Salome, Mr. and Mrs. Harry E. Green, Mr. and Mrs.
Francis Winters, Mr. and Mrs. John G. Swope, Mr. and Mrs.
Robert Deihl, Mr. and Mrs. DeHaven Norris, Mr. and Mrs.
Dalton Waugerman, Mr. and Mrs. Edward Pukala, Mr. and
Mrs. Blair Burk, Mr. and Mrs. Oliver Graffius, Mr. and Mrs.
Albert Colello, Mr. and Mrs. Benedict DeBernardis, Mr. and
Mrs. William Johnson, Jr., Mr. and Mrs. John Steele, Mr. and
Mrs. Eugene G. Steele and to Snyder's Gateway, Inc., of
Breezewood, by Senator Jubelirer.
Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Robert
Mosier, Jr., George R. Fayock and to Fred W. Street, Jr., by
Senator Kasunic.
Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Carl R.
Greene and to Anna L. Weeks by Senator Kitchen.
Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Gene E.
McDonald and to Serbian National Federation Napredak Lodge
No. 64 of Biddle by Senator Kukovich.
Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Helen
Lemon, Charles Lieberman, Ray Rollison, Mark Podunjec,
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Vmce Griffis, Robert Freer, Charles Martin, Reverend William
W. Reid, Pike County Council of Republican Women and to
Meson Fiber Optics ofHallstead by Senator Lemmond.
Congratulations of the Senate were extended to James T.
Beatty, Jr., Benjamin J. Bartos, Michael J. Hessenhauer, Ryan
Edmonds, Adam 1. LeGrand to Zachary Kravatz by Senator
Loeper.
Congratulations ofthe Senate were extended to Mr. and Mrs.
Dale K Lyons, Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Kuzio, Mr. and Mrs. John
F. Cox, Mr. and Mrs. Ralph H Evans, Benjamin Curtis Shaffer,
Gabrielle Gaustad, John E. Wilcox, Sr., and to Order Sons of
Italy in America Loggia Roma Madre No. 1342 of Sayre by
Senator Madigan.
Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Ryan Joyce
and to Lloyd T. Capwell by Senator Mellow.
Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Charles G.
Fickes, Jr., Dr. William Lloyd Walker, Harry Adams, Marie
Phillips, Creekside Volunteer Fire Company of Camp Hill,
Ralston Purina Company of Mechanicsburg and to the Carlisle
Employer Advisory Council by Senator Mowery.
Congratulations of the Senate were extended to David L.
McCorkle by Senators Mowery and Musto.
Congratulations of the Senate were extended to John
Demsher, Ernest Kvartich and to Louis Russo by Senator
Murphy.
Congratulations of the Senate were extended to East Penn
Manufacturing Company of Lyons Station, Abilities in Motion
of Berks County and to the Kutztown Area Chamber of
Commerce by Senator O'Pake.
Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Ronald E.
Mattern, Daniel Wright, Sr., Gerald C. Smith and to the Youth
and Adult Literacy House of Harrisburg by Senator Piccola.
Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Rose M.
Kern, Ronald E. Saint Sing, Larry Lech, Dr. Benjamin B. Platt,
Reverend John Kovacik, Robert M. Forrest, Francis J. Kamish,
Charlie Williams, Schuylkill County's representatives of the
Luzerne-Schuylkill Private Industry Council, Schuylkill Ballet
Theatre, St. Ann's Roman Catholic Church of Frackville,
Nesquehoning Hose Company No. I, New Columbus Fire
Company, Hauto Volunteer Fire Company and to Ametek
Westchester Plastics of Nesquehoning by Senator Rhoades.
Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Randolph
Volunteer Fire Department of Guys Mills, St. Bartholomew's
Church and to Lebanon United Presbyterian Church of Mercer
by Senator Robbins.
Congratulations of the Senate were extended to the
Honorable Barbara Hafer and to the Nativity BVM Senior
Citizens Club of Philadelphia by Senator Salvatore.
Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Carol Baker
Rice, Bayerischer Lehrer-und Lehrerinnenverband e. V. and to
Chestnut Hill College by Senator Schwartz.
Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Wtlliam H
Farley N and to the City of Cony Police Department by Senator
Slocum.
Congratulations ofthe Senate were extended to Mr. and Mrs.
Raymond A. Smochek by Senator Stapleton.
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Congratulations ofthe Senate were extended to Mr. and Mrs.
Russell Simpson, Paul R. Bivens and to Reverend Dr. David L.
Barrett by Senator Stout.
Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Christopher
Greene by Senator Thompson.
Congratulations ofthe Senate were extended to Mr. and Mrs.
Charles Lorenzo, Gregory Ian Meyer, Rabbi Maurice E.
Novoseller, Sister John Ann Preach and to Harry Bellerby by
Senator Tomlinson.
Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Mary M.
Waskowiak, Franklin E. Lopes and to Edgeworth Elementary
School by Senator Wagner.
Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Peter
Cucchiara and to Joanne Borders by Senator Waugh.
Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Alexander
John William Surra by Senator Wenger.
Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Leonard F.
Beck by Senator White.
Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Elayne
Dorsey-Stewart and to Faatimah Gamble by Senator Williams.
Congratulations ofthe Senate were extended to Mr. and Mrs.
Leonard Fomadel, Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Tiffany, Mr. and Mrs.
John Pisczek, Mr. and Mrs. George W. Swick, Mr. and Mrs.
Joseph Suljak, Mr. and Mrs. Robert W. McCauliff, Mr. and
Mrs. Andrew Kushner, Mr. and Mrs. James Mohney, Mr. and
Mrs. John Huber, Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Yancisin, Mr. and Mrs.
Allen Dale, Mr. and Mrs. Daniel W. Grove, Mr. and Mrs.
Robert Oyler, Nancy Gobert, Hester I. Smith and to Mary Ann
Franson by Senator Wozniak.

CONDOLENCE RESOLUTIONS
The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the following
resolutions, which were read, considered and adopted:
Condolences ofthe Senate were extended to the family of the
late Michael 1. Lang, Sr., by Senator Hart.
Condolences ofthe Senate were extended to the family of the
late William Dickson, Jr., by Senator Lemmond.
Condolences of the Senate were extended to the family of the
late David W. Pierce by Senator Murphy.

POSTHUMOUS CITATIONS
The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the following
citations, which were read, considered and adopted:
Posthumous citations honoring the late John May and the
late WIlmer Daniel Cressman, Jr., were extended to the families
by Senator Holl.
A posthumous citation honoring the late Morris Perkins was
extended to the family by Senator Murphy.
A posthumous citation honoring the late Samuel M. Miceli
was extended to the family by Senator Musto.

BILLS ON FIRST CONSIDERATION
Senator SLOCUM. Mr. President, I move that the Senate do
now proceed to consideration of all bills reported from
committees for the first time at teday's Session.
The motion was agreed to.
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The bills were as follows:

SB 847, SB 850, SB 1109 and HB 849.
And said bills having been considered for the first time,
Ordered, To be printed on the Calendar for second
consideration.

PETITIONS AND REMONSTRANCES
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Fayette, Senator Kasunic.
Senator KASUNIC. Mr. President, I rise today to concur with
my colleagues, Senator Wozniak from Cambria and Senator
Murphy from Allegheny, concerning the ballot referendum that
will be facing the voters of the city of Pittsburgh this year. Mr.
President, this attempt by the city is an insult, in my opinion, to
all the taxpayers in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. When
the legislation was debated, the public funding of sports
facilities proponents cited regional economic development that
would be realized by these projects. We now see what the city of
Pittsburgh really means by regional economic development.
Mr. President, Senator Wozniak and I have introduced
legislation that would prolubit such activity, that would prohibit
the city of Pittsburgh or any other political subdivision from
imposing residency requirements for projects using State tax
dollars. We believe that the city should not be permitted to
impose such a requirement when using State tax dollars. These
taxes were collected from hardworking people throughout this
Commonwealth. These people should have the same opportunity
to work at decent paying jobs, just as does a resident of the city
of Pittsburgh.
Thank you very much, Mr. President.
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Chester, Senator Gerlach.
Senator GERLACH. Mr. President, next Tuesday the voters
in five Pennsylvania school districts will have a chance to say
"yes" to property tax relief. For the residents of Central Dauphin
School District, Dover Area School District, Williamsport Area
School District, Hazleton Area School District, and Cambria
Heights School District, this is an opportunity that many
taxpayers and voters across Pennsylvania have sought for 30
years, a referendum aimed at moving away from property tax
dependency with voters having the final say. Approve or reject,
the voters decide.
The question is at its heart very simple: Will voters prefer
eliminating nuisance taxes and reducing property taxes in
exchange for an increase in the wage tax? If they do, then there
is an added taxpayer benefit in the years to come. Significant
proposed increases in property taxes will require a referendum.
Every local tax reform plan offered over the years has been built
ar~~d the belief that taxing income is a more fair way of
gammg revenues than taxing property or levying arbitrary taxes
on a person's occupation. In this plan, property tax reductions
will come through the homestead exemption which voters
already approved in a statewide ballot question a few years ago.
No other proposal, no other approach offers the taxpayers the
power that Act 50 does. There is no substitute for involving
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taxpayers in the process, giving them a measure of control
where there had been none before. This is the way that I was
convinced that reform should come about and the way that my
colleagues, Senator Hart and Senator Jubelirer, and other
property tax reform advocates have felt reform should happen.
Unfortunately, many involved in education have been too quick
to declare that Act 50 does not work. No one can possibly know
that before any school district tries property tax relief. I hope
that the voters in these five districts do approve the tax switch,
for they will prove that it is possible to secure property tax relief
while keeping decisions about education finance and policy
local.
Some believe it takes nothing more than spreading a few
State dollars around to remove the frustration of local taxpayers.
No, it takes a lot more than that, because that leaves the
problem ofunrestricted taxing and spending by school districts
untouched. It is worthy to point out that nothing in Act 50,
nothing in these referenda prevents any school district from
pursuing cost-saving steps or mandate relief or reform of
education policy. The five questions this year are just a
beginning, for the taxpayers will soon have the power of
initiative to force consideration of property tax relief in those
areas where the debate was shut down short of a referendum.
Act 50 provides a wonderful opportunity for districts to rethink
their local tax structure, and it is getting people involved in the
process, a healthy development, certainly, in a democracy.
I want to congratulate the voters of the five school districts
for the extraordinary opportunity they have to make a
difference, and I encourage them to make the most of that
opportunity.
Thank you, Mr. President.
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentlewoman
from Philadelphia, Senator Schwartz.
Senator SCHWARTZ. Mr. President, I, too, want to make
some remarks this afternoon. I want to talk a bit about the
Growing Greener proposals. There are a number of them out on
the table, and two things happened today that prompted me to
get up and speak on this issue. One is the Heritage 21 Alliance
is announcing the results of a poll that they did on public
support for serious investments for protecting our environment
for the future. They made some announcement, I think it was
this afternoon, to talk about not just soft support but very, very
strong support from the public about protecting, making
meaningful investments in our Commonwealth's environment,
in our natural treasures that exist across the Commonwealth,
and so I am hoping that it spurs us to some greater action.
I am interested in the contrast between that press conference
that went on just a few minutes ago and an article in this
morning's Philadelphia Inquirer entitled, "Ridge's 'Growing
Greenerl initiative going nowhere." Now we do not always
believe the articles in the newspapers, certainly not always the
headlines, but I am here to say we are finishing up today, we
will be out for a week or so, and I am calling on all of us to take
very seriously the many proposals that are out there that are
calling for us to make serious investments in our environment.
And the proposals out there are really all very much consistently
about the same basic message. There is a serious concern about
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dealing with the backlog ofenvironmental cleanup that we have
to do, ofmaking sure that we do what we need to for the future.
There are a lot ofquestions and various ideas about how big the
proposal should be. There are various suggestions and ideas
about what should be included as environmental or not. There
are certainly various ideas about where the money comes from,
and whether it should be a transfer from some environmental
programs to others.
I will also say that the interest in this proposal is very much
a bipartisan interest, and for me, Growing Greener is really
about clean drinking water, it is about safe neighborhood parks,
it is about retooling our economic infrastructure and creating
jobs for our tourism and recreation industries, it is about
improving the quality of life in our communities by solving the
problems of suburban sprawl and revitalizing our urban centers,
and it certainly is about preserving those treasures, both
material and natural, in our great Commonwealth. And mostly,
Mr. President, it is about the health and safety and quality of life
for our children and our families and our communities.
What is interesting about the poll results is that our
constituents understand this, and in fact are out in front of us on
it We have a variety of proposals. We have talked about this. I
want to commend both Senator White and Senator Musto for
moving Senate Bill No. 800 forward, in pushing the
administration that has been talking about this for a year to not
just transfer money from environmental programs to other ones,
to not just do something modest and token, but to make a
serious investment in our future.
Mr. President, I hope and plan to push them even further if
we are going to be competitive with our neighbors. We see New
Jersey investing $1.8 billion in environmental protections and
farmland preservation. We see New York, again another
Republican Governor, investing $1.75 billion in protecting their
environment and building for the future. My own preference is
to look seriously at the bipartisan proposal in the House, House
Bill No. 1200, to be sure that we do what we have to do and get
it right in investing in the backlog on land preservation and
protecting our natural resources, in protecting our parks, and
that we ought to move on this in a very serious way. It has to be
our top priority when we return to Session the end of November
and beginning of December. We should listen to our
constituents when we go back home in these next few weeks.
They respond in great numbers. They want to make sure that
our children have clean air and clean water. They want new jobs
for the future. They want livable communities, and they are
counting on us to take a leadership role in protecting our
environment because it is what the future requires of us, and
requires us to take action now. So I look forward to doing that
when we return. I think you will hear me speak about this again.
Again, I congratulate those who are working on the
nitty-gritty details of this, and I compel all of us in the General
Assembly to push the administration and to push each other to
make the kind of investment that our future requires.
Thank you very much, Mr. President.
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentlewoman
from Northampton, Senator Boscola.
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Senator BOSCOLA. Mr. President, I do respect my colleague
on the other side of the aisle and his opinions about Act 50, but
Act 50 is nothing more than a tax shift. What taxpayers really
want are tax cuts. The Democrats have a proposal called HomeSTAR that would actually really give a tax rebate to individual
homeowners. If it was enacted today, it would have been about
$129 per household, so what I am encouraging my colleagues
on the other side to do is to be very supportive of this type of
proposal because it actually is a tax cut and not just a shift of
taxation.
Thank you.
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Allegheny, Senator Costa.
Senator COSTA. Mr. President, I, too, rise in response to
some of the comments that were made earlier today with respect
to Act 50. Obviously, we will find out in a week from today
whether or not some of the communities that have put this
initiative on their ballot to determine whether or not the folks in
those communities in fact want to have a change.
But, Mr. President, what I rise today about, I was down in my
office listening to the comments of the good Senator and a
reference was made to spreading some money around the
Commonwealth. Mr. President, I want to speak to that issue.
The issue that I believe was being referred to was the HomeSTAR program that the Democrats have put forth. Mr.
President, as my colleague, Senator Boscola, stated, I think the
residents of our Commonwealth want real tax refonn. Tax
shifting is not what they are looking for, and we should be
addressing those very specific, very important issues to the
people of our Commonwealth who want to see real tax reform.
We stand here ready to do that, but until that time comes, Mr.
President, we believe that we have put forth a very logical, a
very responsible, and a very reasonable plan that will address
tax relief.
Mr. President, we have talked about the Home-STAR
program, and very simply, for those who do not understand the
program or do not know the nature of the program, it is
triggered to our State surplus. If we have a State surplus, then
Home-STAR will be activated, and what we do is take 50
percent of that State surplus and put it into a segregated fund,
a separate fund, that will be used to reimburse, rebate back to
the taxpayers of Pennsylvania. Now, Mr. President, if this
particular program had been in effect this past year, the
homeowners of Pennsylvania would have realized a $129
reduction in their school property taxes. Every homeowner in
the Commonwealth would have qualified for that rebate and
would have received that amount ofmoney. Now this surplus we
spoke about, for the past 5 or 6 years we had surpluses that have
averaged about $500 million, so in this particular case, last year
when our surplus was well over $770 million, as was reported
by the Department of Revenue and the Committees on
Appropriations, that amount of money, half of that would have
been placed into this Home-STAR program to be reimbursed
and given back to the people ofour Commonwealth. Many other
States are doing it. Surrounding States, Ohio, New Jersey, and
the like, have already done that.
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But more importantly, Mr. President, the money that we put
into the Home-STAR fund would not impact on State programs.
The 15 percent that goes into the Rainy Day Fund will still
continue. We will not impact on that amount of money. That 15
percent will go into that pot. The remaining 35 percent of the
surplus will continue to be utilized at the discretion of the
administration and the General Assembly. That will not be
impacted as well, nor will any of the programs in Pennsylvania.
And finally, Mr. President, the folks in my district have
overwhelmingly told me it is time to give the money back to the
people who helped raise it, so when the reference is made to the
issue about just spreading some money back around to alleviate
the problem, that is not what we need to do. We need to have
serious tax relief, but until that time, we need to make certain
that we implement good, reasonable, responsible programs like
Home-STAR and at the same time continue to see whether or
not Act 50 works, as we will find out next Tuesday.
Thank you, Mr. President, for your patience.
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentlewoman
from Allegheny, Senator Hart.
Senator HART. Mr. President, I rise as the chair of the
Committee on Finance and the sponsor of the tax reform bill
that we passed several Sessions ago to basically ask my
colleagues to reconsider their support for something they call
Home-STAR. The problem is that that is not and does not
present a solution to the problem that people have in the
Commonwealth of property taxes being a heavy burden. Mr.
President, what we passed in our tax reform gives people on the
local level the opportunity to vote to decide which taxes they
think are most appropriate. The bill that we initially introduced
and I have now reintroduced gives them that opportunity, that
is, if they would choose to have a different tax levied other than
the property tax. Unfortunately, Mr. President, we have been
unable to gain enough support in the House in order to get a
comprehensive tax reform bill passed. We passed a bill that
gives school tax relief. We must encourage and educate the
school directors in our districts about the legislation.
Unfortunately, too many of my colleagues do not want to do the
work that it takes to explain what opportunities we have given
to the local people back home to control their own destiny. They
would rather gain attention in the media by putting a program
out there that would write a check to every homeowner in the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.
Mr. President, that is not responsible government. Our
responsibility here as Senators is to solve problems in the long
term. It is not to write people a check when we have a surplus.
Our job here is to create better policy. I do not see better policy
in this proposal. Better policy, Mr. President, is to work together
with the House to expand upon the tax reform program that we
passed so that the people in our communities allover the
Commonwealth can determine their own destiny, that they will
be able to vote on different types of replacement taxes for the
property tax back home. The problem has been, and continues
to be, that we are too dependent, at all levels of local
government, on the real estate tax. Some communities find that .
it works well for them. Some communities decided, of course,
that it does not.
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So, Mr. President, a quick-fix is not the answer.
Opportunities for self-detennination on the local level and more
involvement on our level of finding better ways to fund our
schools is the solution. A gimmick like Home-STAR is certainly
not a good plan, and it is not a good long-term solution. I would
implore my colleagues to please take a second look at it, and
work together with us to find a real solution.
Thank you, Mr. President.
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Allegheny, Senator Costa.
Senator COSTA. Mr. President, the reference to HomeSTAR or a triggering mechanism program as identified earlier
to me is not a gimmick. If it is in fact a gimmick, Mr. President,
there are several States, New Jersey being the most recent, that,
quote, took advantage of this gimmick. Minnesota is taking
advantage of this gimmick. A lot of States around our
Commonwealth are giving back the money to the people who
have made part of that surplus. They created it, they want it
back. It is hardly a gimmick.
I also will say this, Mr. President, as it relates to educating
our school district officials. Granted, there are issues with
regard to how our school district officials administer our
classrooms and how they administer their school districts, but
what I will say to you is I think they are very well-versed on the
finances of those particular areas. As it relates to using
gimmicks or using other mechanisms to overshadow Act 50 in
terms of educating the public with regard to that, there are no
school districts in my district that are looking to do Act 50. I do
not know how many school districts of my colleague from
Allegheny County are doing that, but many of us, the 48 or 49
other Senators must be failing in that respect. Otherwise, the
other individuals who are responsible for that, the school board
members are well aware of what Act 50 means. We will know
next week, Mr. President, whether or not it is an appropriate
measure, and whether or not it is something that we need to be
doing.
But to refer to Home-STAR as a gimmick, I take offense,
because what other States are doing, we are trying to do the
same thing, and until such time as we have the opportunity to
truly address tax reform, we need to do something. We need to
give the money back to the residents of the Commonwealth.
And, Mr. President, as it relates to some of the measures that
passed this body previously, as a Member of the Committee on
Finance I supported Senator Hart's measures and will continue
to support her efforts for true tax reform. I think they are worthy
goals, and we need to address that. But we stand ready, I stand
ready, I am sure that many of my colleagues stand ready to
address that. What we need to do now, Mr. President, is to
address the issue of real property tax relief in the State surplus,
and that is what we are attempting to do with our Home-STAR
program.
Thank you, Mr. President.
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentlewoman
from Northampton, Senator Boscola.
Senator BOSCOLA Mr. President, I really do appreciate my
colleagues on the other side of the aisle, but there are times
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when you do differ. You differ in opinions, and this forum that
we have today to talk about Act 50 and the Home-STAR
program is just that, we are just opening up the dialogue with
regard to tax refonn. But when this individual on the other side
of the aisle talked about better policy, you have to go back and
ask the taxpayers if they thought Act 50 was good policy. And
if you ask them if it was good policy, they are probably going to
say no. You know why? Because not a single taxpayer since that
act passed over a year ago has realized any tax savings when it
comes to Act 50.
So when you talk about good policy, let us talk about HomeSTAR a little bit. What about when the State is realizing these
huge budget surpluses, why can we not give part of that money
back to taxpayers? When you talk to them about proposals like
that, they want to see that type of tax relief. Talk about good
policy, Home-STAR is good policy, and I would appreciate
opening up the dialogue here a little bit and maybe getting
support from the other side of the aisle on an issue that is
important to the taxpayers.
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Lehigh, Senator Dent.
Senator DENT. Mr. President, I would just like to make a
few comments about Act 50. I, for one, voted for that particular
piece of legislation when it was in the State House of
Representatives, and I believe very strongly that that legislation
does provide for real tax relief to Pennsylvania homeowners
who pay school property taxes. The failure has been that many
local school boards have been unwilling to implement that act
because of the so-called back-end referendum, which is the real
protection for taxpayers against future property tax increases. So
while our school boards have not been willing to embrace Act
50, I believe there is a great groundswell of support among
many Pennsylvanians to support the provisions of that act, and
when the time comes for the initiative process to begin, I believe
you will see Act 50 enacted in many school districts around the
country.
And I do want to speak to the issue of tax rebates through
what was mentioned as Home-STAR. I agree that tax rebates
make sense. They make a lot of sense. But I would like to point
out that as I have read the Home-STAR proposal, there is really
not a rebate directly to our constituents, but in fact the State
would provide a rebate to the school districts, and it would be up
to the school districts to provide a tax credit to the taxpayers.
And I would hope that the school districts, if they were ever to
get that type of rebate, would not raise property taxes by the
same amount of the rebate, thus nullifying any type of a tax
credit So while a tax rebate program I think has some merit to
it, and I would be interested in working with all Members in
this Chamber to explore those possibilities, I think we have to
watch the Home-STAR proposal very carefully to make sure
that it would provide relief to the people who really need it, the
taxpayers, and I think we need to take a closer look at it.
Thank you, Mr. President.
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REPORT FROM COMMITTEE
Senator PICCOLA, from the Committee on Intergovernmental Affairs, reported the following bill:
SB 1038 (pr. No. 1452) (Amended) (Rereported)
An Act establishing the Fair Credit Extension Uniformity Act; and
providing for debt collection trade practices and penalties.

RESOLUTIONS REPORTED FROM
COMMITTEE
Senator PICCOLA, from the Committee on Intergovernmental Affairs, reported the following resolutions:
SR 47 (pr. No. 722)
A ConclUTent Resolution requesting Congress submit to the
several states an amendment to the Constitution ofthe United States
forbidding judicial taxation.

HR 182 (pr. No. 1769)
A Concurrent Resolution encouraging regional fairness and a level
playing field among states in the timing and adoption of electric utility
emission control requirements for the reduction of smog; promoting
fair interstate competition among electric utilities subject to
Environmental Protection Agency regulations for the reduction of
electric utility nitrogen oxide emissions; and requesting the
Department of Environmental Protection to revise certain proposed
regulations to achieve these purposes.

The PRESIDENT. The resolutions will be placed on the
Calendar.

BILL ON FIRST CONSIDERATION
Senator BRIGHIBILL. Mr. President, I move that the Senate
do now proceed to consideration of the bill reported from
committee for the first time at today's Session.
The motion was agreed to.
The bill was as follows:
SB 1038.
And said bill having been considered for the first time,
Ordered, To be printed on the Calendar for second
consideration.

BILL SIGNED
The PRESIDENT (Lieutenant Governor Mark S. Schweiker)
in the presence of the Senate signed the following bill:
SB456.
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ADJOURNMENT

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Lebanon, Senator Brightbill.
Senator BRIGHIBILL. Mr. Presiden~ I move that the Senate
do now adjourn until Monday, November 8, 1999 at 2 p.m.,
Eastern Standard Time.
The motion was agreed to.
The Senate adjourned at 12:53 p.m., Eastern Daylight Saving
Time.
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