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SENATE
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The Senate met at 5:42 p.m, Eastern Daylight Saving Time.

The PRESIDENT (Lieutenant Governor Ma1k S. Schweiker)
in the Chair.

JOURNAL APPROVED

The PRESIDENT. A quorum of the Senate being present,
the Clem will read the Journal of the preceding Special Ses
sion of October 18, 1995.

The Clem proceeded to read the Journal of the preceding
Special ~on, when, on motion of Senator LOEPER, further
reading was dispensed with and the Journal was approved.

LEGISLATIVE LEAVES

The PRESIDENT. The following leaves granted in today's
Regular Session will also be granted in the Special Session:

Legislative leaves for Senator Williams and Senator Hughes,
and tempormy Capitol leaves for Senator Andrezeski, Senator
Furno, Senator Afilerbach, Senator O'Pake, and Senator Uliana.

HOUSE MESSAGES

SENATE BILL RETURNED WITH AMENDMENTS

The Clem of the House of Representatives returned to the
Senate SB 109, with the infonnation the House has passed the
same with amendments in which the concurrence of the Senate
is requested.

The PRESIDENT. Pursuant to Senate Rule XI~ section 5,
this bill will be referred to the Committee on Rules and Execu
tive Nominations.

HOUSE BILLS FOR CONCURRENCE

The Clem of the House of Representatives presented to the
Senate the following bills for concurrence, which were referred
to the committees indicated:

October 18. 1995

DB 130 -- Committee on Judiciary.

October 20. 1995

DB 124 -- Committee on Judiciary.

LEGISLATIVE LEAVE CANCELLED

The PRESIDENT. It should be noted that Senator Hughes
has returned, and his legislative leave is hereby cancelled.

REPORT FROM COMMITTEE

Senator TILGHMAN, from the Committee on Appropria
tions, reported the following bill:

DB 126 (pr. No. 201) (Amended) (Rereported)

An Act amending the act of April 9, 1929 (P.L.177, No.175),
known as The Administmtive Code of 1929, further providing for
crime victims' compensation and for definitions~ establisbing the Bur
eau of Victims Services; further providing for the existence and
powers and duties of the Crime Victim's Compensation Board, for
crime victims' compensation eligibility and claims, for crime victims'
compensation awards and subrogation, for crime victims' compensa
tion costs, for law enforcement responsibilities relating to crime vic
tims' compensation, for proceeds from crimes, for leSpODSlbilities of
service providers and insurers as to crime victims' compensation and
for the Basic Bill of Rights for Victims; imposing duties on the
Department of Corrections, the Pennsylvania Board ofProbation and
Parole and the Department of Public Welfare~ and providing for a
transfer of the functions of the Crime Victim's Compensation Board
to the Bureau of Victims Services.

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

WEEKLY ADJOURNMENT

Senator LOEPER. offered the following resolution, which
was read, considered and adopted:

In the Senate, October 23, 1995

RESOLVED, (the House of Representatives concurring), That
when Special Session No. 1 adjolUDS this week it reconvene on Mon
day, October 30, 1995, unless sooner recalled by the President Pro
Tempore of the Senate~ and be it further

RESOLVED, That when Special Session No. 1 of the House of
Representatives adjolUDS this week it reconvene on Monday, Oc1Dber
30, 1995, unless sooner recalled by the Speaker of the House of Rep
resentatives.

Ordered, That the Secretary of the Senate present the same
to the House of Representatives for concurrence.
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CALENDAR

TBIRD CONSIDERATION CALENDAR

BILL OVER IN ORDER

HB 115 - Without objection, the bill was passed over in its
order at the request of Senator LOEPER.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
PETITIONS AND REMONSTRANCES

The PRESIDENT. The· Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Allegheny, Senator Bodack.

Senator BODACK. Mr. President, on June 13 of this year,
Governor Ridge signed into law Special Session House Bill
No. 110, which became Act 17 of 1995, and as evel}'one here
is aware, that act made substantial and important changes in
the Conunonwealth's firearm laws. In order that the citizens of
this Conunonwealth be adequately infonned about the changes
and the requirements set forth in Act 17, the Pennsylvania
State Police should have published the proposed rules and
regulations for implementation of Act 17 in the Pennsylvania
Bulletin. It has been custOInaty practice for such rules and
regulations to be published 60 days prior to the effective date
of the act.

Unfortunately, in this case, Mr. President, the Pennsylvania
State Police did·not publish the proposed rules and regulations
for Act 17 in the Pennsylvania Bulletin. Rather, the State Po
lice sent an open letter containing guidelines to licensed fire
arm dealers just a few days prior to the effective date of the
act. Now, it is my understanding that some of these dealers
received this letter on the day before the effective date of the
act, and still others did not re~eive it at all.

Now, Mr. President, this is exactly the reason that the Gen
eral Assembly made the effective date of Act 17 to be 120
days after its final passage, in order to give the State Police
adequate time to develop policy and implementation proce
dures. As much as many of us would have liked to see Act 17
go into effect immediately, we knew that to do it right would
take time. We thought 120 days was more than enough time,
but apparently, Mr. President, even the best of intentions can
be foiled by bureaucmtic fmnbling. It is also my understanding
that the letter was mailed to firearm dealers and it was re
ceived in a plain brown envelope with no return address. Un
fortunately, many dealers initially thought it to be a hoax, and
rightfully so. Furthermore, it was alleged by many firearm
dealers and sportsmen that the letter included guidelines that
are not in accordance with the provisions of Act 17 and that
the guidelines are presented in a confusing manner.

When you consider all of these factors, Mr. President, it
appears that it is virtually impossible for a licensed firearm
dealer to comply with all of the provisions of Act 17 at this
time because Act 17 provides serious penalties for violations
by firearm dealers. It is impemtive that in the interest of justice
steps be taken to remedy this situation.

Mr. President, we are presently in the hunting season, and
firearm sales by licensed dealers are at their height. Some

dealers have been forced to cease from making firearm sales
and are losing substantial revenue as a result. Loss of revenue
has been the only result of Act 17 so far, lost revenue not
because of any language contained in the law, but a loss of
revenue because law-abiding firearm dealers did not receive
the kind of treatment they deserve from the administmtion
officials who are in charge of implementing the new law.

I would also like to remind those in this body that, and of
course we all know this, hunting represents a major segment
of the tourism industry here in Pennsylvania. Governor Ridge
has promised that his administration was going to work hard
to make Pennsylvania a better place to do business. However,
the lack of planning and the lack of enthusiasm that the admin
istration bas used in implementing this important new law bas
done nothing but create problems for those in the sporting
goods business. Mr. President, the General Assembly made it
vel}' clear in passing Act 17 that those who sell firearms would
have to follow the letter of the law vel}', vel}' closely. Further
more, I am certain that firearm dealers across the Common
wealth want to be absolutely sure that they are in complete
compliance with Act 17. The extremely poor job that was done
in notifying these dealers about their new responsibilities has
made it extremely difficult for them to conduct business here
in the Commonwealth, and that, Mr. President, was not the
intention of Act 17 and certainly not what these legitimate
business owners expected and deserve from the new adminis
tration.

Mr. President, I would like to see the Ridge administmtion
and the State Police act quickly to remedy this unfortunate
situation, because without prompt action to correct this situa
tion, not only could law-abiding firearm dealers be entrapped
into violations of Act 17, but the Conunonwealth could also be
subject to a class-action lawsuit for loss of business which bas
been suffered by firearm dealers as a result of the confusion
and the lack of clear rules and regulations that presently exists.
The small business people in this Commonwealth deserve
better, Mr. President, the sportsmen in this Commonwealth
deserve better, and certainly the citizens who will be protected
by the provisions of Act 17 should also be given consideration
because they deserve better.

Thank you, Mr. President.
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from

Bucks, Senator Heckler.
Senator HECKLER. Mr. President, in response to the re

rnatks of the gentleman from Allegheny, Senator Bodack, con
cerning the implementation of our new firearm control law in
Pennsylvania, there certainly have been some glitches. Some
of those arise from technical language within the legislation
itself, and discussions are ongoing on a bipartisan basis includ
ing both the House and the Senate and the administration I am
hopeful that certainly within the next week we will be in a
position to address those concerns. Those will, in tum, solve
some of the problems faced by the State Police, and we can
get the hunting season forward. This is a time of year when
our gun shops do a great deal of their business, and the
gentleman's point is well-taken. They want to obey the .law.
We need to assist them in knowing what the law is, give them
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clear guidelines. I think we are all wolking toward accomplish
ing that promptly, and I am confident that certainly next week
this body will have an opportunity to do its part to get that job
accomplished.

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SECRETARY

The following announcement was read by the SecretaIy of
the Senate:

SENATE OF PENNSYLVANIA

COMMITfEE MEETING

TIJESDAY, OCTOBER 24. 1995

10:30 AM. rumcIARY (to consider Special
Session House Bills No. 124 and
130)

ADJOURNMENT

Room 8E-B
East Wing

Senator LOEPER. Mr. President, I move that the Special
Session do now adjourn until Tuesday, October 24, 1995, at 1
p.m., Eastern Daylight Saving Time.

The motion was agreed to.
The Special Session of the Senate adjourned at 5:52 p.m.,

Eastern Daylight Saving Time.




