JUDICIAL CODE (42 PA.C.S.) - COURT AUTHORITY UPON PETITION TO
REMOVE CHILD FROM FOSTER PARENT AND CRIMINAL VICTIM AID GOOD
SAMARITAN CIVIL IMMUNITY
Act of Oct. 31, 2003, P.L. 200, No. 31
Cl. 42
Session of 2003
No. 2003-31
SB 164
AN ACT
Amending Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) of the
Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes, providing for court
authority upon petition to remove child from foster parent;
and further providing for criminal victim aid good Samaritan
civil immunity.
The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
hereby enacts as follows:
Section 1. Title 42 of the Pennsylvania Consolidated
Statutes is amended by adding a section to read:
§ 6351.1. Authority of court upon petition to remove child
from foster parent.
(a) Order required.--Notwithstanding sections 6324 (relating
to taking into custody) and 6351(a) (relating to disposition
of dependent child), if a county agency petitions the court for
removal of a child because the foster parent has been convicted
of an offense set forth in 23 Pa.C.S. § 6344(c) (relating to
information relating to prospective child-care personnel), the
court shall immediately enter an order removing the child from
the foster parent.
(b) Limitation on placement.--If a court enters an order
under subsection (a), the following apply:
(1) Except as set forth in paragraph (2), the court
may, under section 6351(a), enter an order of disposition
best suited to the child's safety; protection; and physical,
mental and moral welfare.
(2) Notwithstanding section 6351(a), if the court finds
that the foster parent has been convicted of an offense set
forth in 23 Pa.C.S. § 6344(c), the court has no authority
to place or return the child to the foster parent who was
named in the petition filed by the county agency under
subsection (a).
Section 2. Section 8331.3 of Title 42 is amended to read:
§ 8331.3. Criminal victim aid good Samaritan civil immunity.
(a) General rule.--Any person who provides or obtains or
attempts to provide or obtain assistance for a victim of a
personal injury crime [involving death, serious physical injury,
robbery, burglary, kidnapping, rape, statutory sexual assault,
involuntary deviate sexual intercourse, sexual assault,
aggravated indecent assault or indecent assault] at the scene
of the [criminal act] personal injury crime or attempted
[criminal act] personal injury crime shall not be liable for
any civil damages as a result of any acts or omissions in
providing or obtaining or attempting to provide or obtain
assistance, except any acts or omissions intentionally designed
to harm or any acts or omissions that constitute gross
negligence or willful, wanton or reckless conduct.

(b) Definitions.--The terms "personal injury crime" and
"victim" shall have the same meanings given to them in section
103 of the act of November 24, 1998 (P.L.882, No.111), known
as the Crime Victims Act.
Section 3. The addition of 42 Pa.C.S. § 6351.1 shall apply
to petitions filed on or after the effective date of this
section.
Section 4. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
APPROVED--The 31st day of October, A. D. 2003.
EDWARD G. RENDELL

