
COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA 
 

LEGISLATIVE JOURNAL 
 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 2006 
 

FIRST SPECIAL SESSION OF 2005-2006 No. 8 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
The House convened at 7:17 p.m., e.s.t. 

THE SPEAKER (JOHN M. PERZEL) 
PRESIDING 

 
PRAYER 

The SPEAKER. Without objection, the prayer from today’s 
regular session will be printed in today’s special session 
Journal. 
 

REV. FATHER THOMAS W. S. LOGAN, Guest Chaplain 
of the House of Representatives, offered the following prayer: 
 

May we look to the Lord in prayer: 
 O God, in whom we live, we move, and we have our being, 
look down upon this Assembly, this House of Representatives 
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. May we as teachers 
from Cheyney State Teachers College, or the university now,  
be welcomed and have our being with You. May we have  
the happiness and joy of Your benefaction for us at the  
State university. Give us liberty and give us justice for all.  
In Thy name we pray. Amen. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
DISPENSED WITH 

The SPEAKER. Without objection, the Pledge of Allegiance 
will be dispensed with. 

JOURNAL APPROVAL POSTPONED 

The SPEAKER. Without objection, the approval of the 
Journal of Monday, February 13, 2006, will be postponed until 
printed. 

LEAVES OF ABSENCE 

The SPEAKER. The leaves of absence granted in today’s 
regular session will also be granted in the special session. 

MASTER ROLL CALL 

The SPEAKER. The master roll call taken in today’s regular 
session will also be the master roll call of the special session. 

RULES COMMITTEE MEETING 

The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the majority leader, 
who calls for an immediate meeting of the Rules Committee. 

BILL ON CONCURRENCE 
REPORTED FROM COMMITTEE 

HB 39, PN 91 By Rep. S. SMITH 
 

An Act providing for taxation by school districts, for the State 
funds formula, for tax relief in first class cities, for school district 
choice and voter participation and for other school district options; 
making an appropriation; prohibiting prior authorized taxation; 
providing for installment payment of taxes; restricting the power of 
certain school districts to levy, assess and collect taxes; and making 
related repeals.  
 

RULES. 

SUPPLEMENTAL CALENDAR A 
 

BILL ON CONCURRENCE 
IN SENATE AMENDMENTS 

The House proceeded to consideration of concurrence in 
Senate amendments to HB 39, PN 91, entitled: 
 

An Act providing for taxation by school districts, for the State 
funds formula, for tax relief in first class cities, for school district 
choice and voter participation and for other school district options; 
making an appropriation; prohibiting prior authorized taxation; 
providing for installment payment of taxes; restricting the power of 
certain school districts to levy, assess and collect taxes; and making 
related repeals.  
 

On the question, 
 Will the House concur in Senate amendments? 
 

The SPEAKER. It is moved by the gentleman, Mr. Smith, 
that the House concur in the amendments inserted by the 
Senate. However, the majority leader requests the vote to be in 
the negative. 
 The Chair recognizes the majority leader, Mr. Smith. 
 Mr. S. SMITH. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, just to make sure that the record is clear, 
because of the bill being before the House on concurrence, the 
motion is actually to concur. However, I am asking the 
members to nonconcur, which will in essence send HB 39 for 
all practical purposes to a conference committee between the 
House and the Senate. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
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On the question recurring, 
 Will the House concur in Senate amendments? 
 

(Members proceeded to vote.) 
 

VOTE STRICKEN 
 

The SPEAKER. Please strike the board. 
 

Mr. Gabig. 
 Mr. GABIG. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Is it appropriate, is it permissible, to ask for a brief 
explanation? Just a very brief explanation. 
 The SPEAKER. The gentleman can interrogate the  
majority leader. However, the majority leader has already 
indicated that he wanted a negative vote, but—

Mr. S. SMITH. Mr. Speaker, I think it is fairly simple. 
 The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the majority leader. 
 Mr. S. SMITH. Excuse me, Mr. Speaker. Thank you. 
 Mr. Speaker, I think it is fairly simple. This is a bill that 
contains some version of property tax, and I do not believe the 
House is happy with it, satisfied with it, comfortable with it.  
I am simply asking the members to nonconcur. 
 Mr. GABIG. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 And if I could ask, is this the bill that was sent back to us that 
had a 17-percent reduction that we talked about in caucus? I just 
want to make sure this is the same bill. Is that what it is? 
 Mr. S. SMITH. Mr. Speaker, this is the bill that we discussed 
in caucus recently. 
 Mr. GABIG. And is it the 17-percent reduction proposal that 
we talked about? 
 Mr. S. SMITH. Yes, Mr. Speaker, that is the bill we 
discussed in caucus, and that is how it was presented. 

PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRY 

Mr. GABIG. My question is then to the Speaker. 
 Is it permissible under the rules, since this is, as I understood 
from caucus, a gut-and-replace bill that we received from the 
Senate from Representative Wilt’s very good piece of 
legislation, is it possible that we could send this to our  
Finance Committee to take a look at the merits and demerits of 
this proposal, under the rules? 
 The SPEAKER. The motion to recommit is in order. 

MOTION TO RECOMMIT 

Mr. GABIG. Then, Mr. Speaker, before we get to the vote,  
I know it is Valentine’s Day, my wife is waiting for me, but 
before we get to the vote – she was waiting for me; I do not 
know if she still is – I would like to make that motion, 
Mr. Speaker. Thank you. 
 The SPEAKER. It is moved by the gentleman, Mr. Gabig, 
that the bill be recommitted to the Committee on Finance. 
 

On the question, 
 Will the House agree to the motion? 
 

The SPEAKER. On that question, Mr. Smith. 
 Mr. S. SMITH. Mr. Speaker, I would simply ask for the 
members to vote “no” to allow us to nonconcur and move this 

issue toward a conference committee. Returning this bill to the 
Finance Committee, in my opinion, Mr. Speaker, will only 
further delay some potential outcome toward the property tax 
issue, and I would just simply ask the members not to recommit 
it. 
 The SPEAKER. The gentleman, Mr. DeWeese. 
 Mr. DeWEESE. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Unlike my honorable colleague from Carlisle, I do not want 
to delay property tax reform anymore. I do not want to delay it 
anymore. The best vote tonight, Mr. Speaker, would have been 
to concur. It would have only been a 3 or a 4 on the scale of 10, 
but it is a 3 or 4 more than we have. However, however, to keep 
the momentum going, we will nonconcur, I hope, send it to a 
conference committee, and after 3 weeks of budget negotiations 
in the Appropriations Committee, come back here and make a 
vote on property tax as soon as we come back. If we do what 
the honorable gentleman wants, it goes back to the maw of the 
Finance Committee, and God knows when it will be 
forthcoming. 
 The majority leader and the minority leader agree. We 
should reject the honorable gentleman’s effort to recommit to 
the Finance Committee. 
 The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 
 The gentleman, Mr. Gabig, for the second time. 
 Mr. GABIG. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 The two very wise majority and minority leaders made a 
very good point. I neglected to make my motion more specific, 
and I would like to amend it to have the report back from the 
Finance Committee by March 6, which would be when we 
come back next. There would be absolutely no delay in our 
ability to move forward on this issue, which many, many, many 
of us, including myself, have worked very, very hard on and put 
up some very tough votes on. 
 I just want to know what is in this bill that we just got from 
the Senate. I want to, you know, have a hearing on it to take a 
look at the merits and demerits on it. That is all. So I would 
amend the motion to make it specific to March 6, which I think 
is our next scheduled session day to vote. So we would not 
delay anything. 
 Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. 
 The SPEAKER. Under Mason’s Manual, section 387, it may 
not be amended. 
 The gentleman from York, Mr. Miller. 
 Mr. MILLER. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Could you repeat what you just ruled under Mason’s 
Manual? I could not hear that. 
 The SPEAKER. It could not be amended. 
 Mr. MILLER. His motion cannot be amended. 
 The SPEAKER. Except as to committee. 
 Mr. MILLER. Except as to what committee; okay. 
 Mr. Speaker, may I ask a question of parliamentary 
procedure? 
 The minority leader made the statement that we are headed 
into budget hearings and that we can discuss this during those 
budget hearings and that this information could be discussed. 
But I am not aware that under our rules and under procedures, 
that this would be discussed at all during our budget hearings, 
and that is the purpose of the motion, to refer this to the  
Finance Committee so we can do some sunshine on what the 
Senate inserted into this. 
 For example, Mr. Speaker, if I might make the point, there is 
a provision in here that gives 50 percent property tax reduction 
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to certain seniors in this Commonwealth but not all seniors in 
this Commonwealth. My seniors who are suffering under 
growing school district problems need the same level of 
property tax reduction as those seniors in those three 
municipalities who are referenced in this bill, and that is why 
this should go to the Finance Committee for hearings, so that 
everybody in Pennsylvania knows what is being done in this 
bill. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I support the motion to rerefer this 
to the Finance Committee. 
 The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 
 The gentleman, Mr. DeWeese. 
 Mr. DeWEESE. The honorable gentleman from the 93d  
I believe misunderstood what I said, or maybe I was not clear. 
What I meant to say was that the leaders can discuss this either 
formally within the confines of the conference committee or 
informally during the next 3 weeks while Mr. Feese and  
Mr. Evans and the negotiations are going on within the 
Appropriations Committee. So if I misspoke, I apologize. 
 Secondly, Mr. Speaker, and finally, I would say to the 
honorable gentleman, God bless the Finance Committee, but 
they have had meeting after meeting after meeting after 
meeting. We finally have a work product. Now, again, I am not 
enamored with this work product, but it is not really, 
Mr. Speaker, with the House leaders. We are not very far apart. 
The Senate leaders do not want to impose a half-a-penny sales 
tax in order to realize colossal property tax reductions. They do 
not want to do that, sir. So by the exercise of tonight’s negative 
vote or at least a nonconcurrence vote, we send it to the 
conference committee, and then the House leaders and Senate 
leaders can at least put the cold, hard light of day on our 
negotiations for property tax reduction votes in early March. 
 I think, sir, with all due respect, if it goes back to the  
Finance Committee, it just elongates the process by another 3 or 
4 weeks or a month, a month and a half, and we lose the 
momentum of the moment. Therefore, I would ask for a 
negative vote on Mr. Gabig’s recommittal motion. 
 The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 
 The Chair recognizes the gentleman from York, Mr. Miller. 
 Mr. MILLER. Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and I accept the 
explanation of the minority leader on the intent of his statement. 
However, I would request that every member of this body that 
represents growing areas of this State that are suffering under 
the same situation as my area, mostly York County, most of the 
Poconos, and many other areas, recognize that once this goes to 
this conference committee, we need to hold their feet to the fire 
and protect our senior citizens also, and if nothing else, this is a 
way of sending a strong message. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 

PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRY 

The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the gentleman,  
Mr. Pallone. 
 Mr. PALLONE. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I rise for a parliamentary inquiry. 
 The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state. 
 Mr. PALLONE. It was the Speaker’s decision that, or based 
on the rules that we cannot amend the motion that is pending. 

As a parliamentary inquiry, is the maker of the motion able to 
withdraw the motion and introduce a new motion? 
 The SPEAKER. Yes. 
 Mr. PALLONE. All right. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 The SPEAKER. But the gentleman already spoke twice, so it 
would be impossible for him to change the motion. 
 

On the question recurring, 
 Will the House agree to the motion? 
 

The following roll call was recorded: 
 

YEAS–33 
 
Armstrong Ellis Mackereth Rapp 
Bastian Forcier Maher Rohrer 
Benninghoff Gabig Marsico Rooney 
Birmelin Gillespie Metcalfe Saylor 
Caltagirone Godshall Miller, R. Scavello 
Clymer Grell Mustio Schroder 
Crahalla Kauffman Nailor Stern 
Creighton Keller, M. Nickol Wilt 
Denlinger 

NAYS–164 
 
Adolph Fleagle Manderino Samuelson 
Allen Flick Mann Santoni 
Argall Frankel Markosek Semmel 
Baker Freeman McCall Shaner 
Baldwin Gannon McGeehan Shapiro 
Barrar Geist McGill Siptroth 
Bebko-Jones George McIlhattan Smith, B. 
Belardi Gerber McIlhinney Smith, S. H. 
Belfanti Gergely Melio Solobay 
Beyer Gingrich Micozzie Sonney 
Biancucci Good Millard Staback 
Bishop Goodman Miller, S. Stairs 
Blackwell Grucela Mundy Steil 
Blaum Gruitza Myers Stetler 
Boyd Haluska O’Brien Stevenson, R. 
Bunt Hanna Oliver Stevenson, T. 
Buxton Harhai O’Neill Sturla 
Cappelli Harhart Pallone Surra 
Casorio Harper Parker Tangretti 
Causer Harris Payne Taylor, E. Z. 
Cawley Hasay Petrarca Taylor, J. 
Civera Hennessey Petri Tigue 
Cohen Herman Petrone True 
Cornell Hershey Phillips Turzai 
Costa Hess Pickett Veon 
Cruz Hickernell Pistella Vitali 
Curry Hutchinson Preston Walko 
Daley James Pyle Wansacz 
Dally Josephs Quigley Waters 
DeLuca Keller, W. Ramaley Watson 
Dermody Kenney Raymond Wheatley 
DeWeese Killion Readshaw Williams 
DiGirolamo Kirkland Reed Wojnaroski 
Diven Kotik Reichley Wright 
Donatucci LaGrotta Rieger Yewcic 
Eachus Leach Roberts Youngblood 
Evans, D. Lederer Roebuck Yudichak 
Evans, J. Leh Ross Zug 
Fabrizio Lescovitz Rubley 
Fairchild Levdansky Ruffing 
Feese Maitland Sainato Perzel, 
Fichter Major      Speaker 
 

NOT VOTING–0 
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EXCUSED–4 
 
Corrigan McNaughton Sather Thomas 
 

Less than the majority having voted in the affirmative, the 
question was determined in the negative and the motion was not 
agreed to. 
 

On the question recurring, 
 Will the House concur in Senate amendments? 
 The SPEAKER. Agreeable to the provisions of the 
Constitution, the yeas and nays will now be taken. 
 

The following roll call was recorded: 
 

YEAS–0 
 

NAYS–197 
 
Adolph Feese Maher Rubley 
Allen Fichter Maitland Ruffing 
Argall Fleagle Major Sainato 
Armstrong Flick Manderino Samuelson 
Baker Forcier Mann Santoni 
Baldwin Frankel Markosek Saylor 
Barrar Freeman Marsico Scavello 
Bastian Gabig McCall Schroder 
Bebko-Jones Gannon McGeehan Semmel 
Belardi Geist McGill Shaner 
Belfanti George McIlhattan Shapiro 
Benninghoff Gerber McIlhinney Siptroth 
Beyer Gergely Melio Smith, B. 
Biancucci Gillespie Metcalfe Smith, S. H. 
Birmelin Gingrich Micozzie Solobay 
Bishop Godshall Millard Sonney 
Blackwell Good Miller, R. Staback 
Blaum Goodman Miller, S. Stairs 
Boyd Grell Mundy Steil 
Bunt Grucela Mustio Stern 
Buxton Gruitza Myers Stetler 
Caltagirone Haluska Nailor Stevenson, R. 
Cappelli Hanna Nickol Stevenson, T. 
Casorio Harhai O’Brien Sturla 
Causer Harhart Oliver Surra 
Cawley Harper O’Neill Tangretti 
Civera Harris Pallone Taylor, E. Z. 
Clymer Hasay Parker Taylor, J. 
Cohen Hennessey Payne Tigue 
Cornell Herman Petrarca True 
Costa Hershey Petri Turzai 
Crahalla Hess Petrone Veon 
Creighton Hickernell Phillips Vitali 
Cruz Hutchinson Pickett Walko 
Curry James Pistella Wansacz 
Daley Josephs Preston Waters 
Dally Kauffman Pyle Watson 
DeLuca Keller, M. Quigley Wheatley 
Denlinger Keller, W. Ramaley Williams 
Dermody Kenney Rapp Wilt 
DeWeese Killion Raymond Wojnaroski 
DiGirolamo Kirkland Readshaw Wright 
Diven Kotik Reed Yewcic 
Donatucci LaGrotta Reichley Youngblood 
Eachus Leach Rieger Yudichak 
Ellis Lederer Roberts Zug 
Evans, D. Leh Roebuck 
Evans, J. Lescovitz Rohrer 
Fabrizio Levdansky Rooney Perzel, 
Fairchild Mackereth Ross     Speaker 
 

NOT VOTING–0 

 EXCUSED–4 
 
Corrigan McNaughton Sather Thomas 
 

Less than the majority required by the Constitution having 
voted in the affirmative, the question was determined in the 
negative and the amendments were not concurred in. 
 Ordered, That the clerk inform the Senate accordingly. 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER. This House is recessed to the call of the 
Chair in special session. 

AFTER RECESS 

The time of recess having expired, the House was called to 
order. 

CALENDAR 

BILLS PASSED OVER 
 

The SPEAKER. Without objection, any bills on today’s 
calendar will be passed over. The Chair hears no objection. 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the gentlelady from 
Warren, Ms. Rapp. 
 Ms. RAPP. Mr. Speaker, I move that this House do now 
recess until Monday, March 6, 2006, at 3:37 p.m., e.s.t., unless 
sooner recalled by the Speaker. 
 

On the question, 
 Will the House agree to the motion? 
 Motion was agreed to, and at 3:36 p.m., e.s.t., Monday, 
March 6, 2006, the House recessed. 
 


