
COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA

LEGISLATIVE JOURNAL

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 21, 2006

SESSION OF 2006 190TH OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY No. 69

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
The House convened at 11:15 a.m., e.s.t.

THE SPEAKER (JOHN M. PERZEL)
PRESIDING

PRAYER

HON. GORDON R. DENLINGER, member of the House of
Representatives, offered the following prayer:

Please join me in prayer.
Would all guests please rise as well.
Father in heaven, we come before You in this season of

Thanksgiving with grateful hearts as we reflect on Your many
blessings to us, blessings that are both spiritual and material,
and we recognize that in so many areas of our lives, You have
poured out upon us blessings that extend beyond our basic
needs. Father, thank You for all that You are and all that You
have done.

As we give our thanks, we do pause for a moment to pray for
those around us who live in want and in suffering. We pray,
Lord, that You would move each of us here and our fellow
citizens all across this Commonwealth to act with charity,
kindness, and mercy to those who are oppressed and
downtrodden. Father, if we can, in some way, be used to
provide for those around us who live in want, open our hearts
and our eyes to see the needs that are there, and through the
work of Your spirit, Father, move us to extend our hearts and
our hands.

Father, in this House we are in the midst of many changes
and many farewells, and while there are a range of reasons these
farewells are occurring, the fact remains that soon friends who
sit near us in this chamber will be embarking on a new phase in
life’s journey. While we will miss each one, Father, we commit
our friends, our sisters and brothers into Your hands, and we do
this believing that You are working out Your perfect plan for
each person here.

Father, we read in Your Word that not a sparrow can fall
without Your notice, and knowing of the depth of Your care
over all of us, we rest in the belief that You will watch over our
friends. Father, hold them in Your mighty hands and surround
them with Your love.

And in closing, let us share these words of Moses for those
who are coming to the end of their service here: “May the Lord
bless you and keep you. May the Lord make His face to shine
upon you and be gracious unto you. May the Lord lift up his
countenance upon you and give you His peace,” now and
forever. Amen.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

(The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by members and
visitors.)

JOURNAL APPROVAL POSTPONED

The SPEAKER. Without objection, the approval of the
Journal of Monday, November 20, 2006, will be postponed until
printed.

CALENDAR

BILLS ON THIRD CONSIDERATION

The House proceeded to third consideration of HB 1312,
PN 1864, entitled:

An Act amending the act of March 4, 1971 (P.L.6, No.2), known
as the Tax Reform Code of 1971, further providing in capital stock
franchise tax, for imposition of tax and for expiration.

On the question,
Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration?

BILL TABLED

The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the majority leader.
Mr. S. SMITH. Mr. Speaker, I move that HB 1312 be placed

on the table.

On the question,
Will the House agree to the motion?
Motion was agreed to.

BILL REMOVED FROM TABLE

The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the majority leader.
Mr. S. SMITH. Mr. Speaker, I move that HB 1312 be taken

off the table.

On the question,
Will the House agree to the motion?
Motion was agreed to.
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* * *

The House proceeded to third consideration of HB 1346,
PN 1604, entitled:

An Act amending Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) of
the Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes, further providing for
comparative negligence.

On the question,
Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration?

BILL TABLED

The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the majority leader.
Mr. S. SMITH. Mr. Speaker, I move that HB 1346 be placed

on the table.

On the question,
Will the House agree to the motion?
Motion was agreed to.

BILL REMOVED FROM TABLE

The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the majority leader.
Mr. S. SMITH. Mr. Speaker, I move that HB 1346 be taken

off the table.

On the question,
Will the House agree to the motion?
Motion was agreed to.

* * *

The House proceeded to third consideration of HB 138,
PN 139, entitled:

An Act amending Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) of
the Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes, reenacting provisions relating
to comparative negligence; and making a repeal.

On the question,
Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration?

BILL TABLED

The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the majority leader.
Mr. S. SMITH. Mr. Speaker, I move that HB 138 be placed

on the table.

On the question,
Will the House agree to the motion?
Motion was agreed to.

BILL REMOVED FROM TABLE

The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the majority leader.
Mr. S. SMITH. Mr. Speaker, I move that HB 138 be taken

off the table.

On the question,
Will the House agree to the motion?
Motion was agreed to.

SENATE MESSAGE

AMENDED HOUSE BILL RETURNED
FOR CONCURRENCE AND

REFERRED TO COMMITTEE ON RULES

The clerk of the Senate, being introduced, returned HB 2133,
PN 4822, with information that the Senate has passed the same
with amendment in which the concurrence of the House of
Representatives is requested.

SENATE MESSAGE

AMENDED SENATE BILL RETURNED
FOR CONCURRENCE AND

REFERRED TO COMMITTEE ON RULES

The clerk of the Senate, being introduced, informed that the
Senate has concurred in the amendments made by the House of
Representatives by amending said amendments to SB 1285,
PN 2251.

Ordered, That the clerk present the same to the House of
Representatives for its concurrence.

SENATE MESSAGE

HOUSE AMENDMENTS
TO SENATE AMENDMENTS

CONCURRED IN BY SENATE

The clerk of the Senate, being introduced, informed that the
Senate has concurred in the amendments made by the House of
Representatives to Senate amendments to SB 583, PN 2214.

SENATE MESSAGE

HOUSE AMENDMENTS
TO SENATE AMENDMENTS

CONCURRED IN BY SENATE

The clerk of the Senate, being introduced, informed that the
Senate has concurred in the amendments made by the House of
Representatives to the Senate amendments to HB 854,
PN 4867; and HB 2134, PN 4868.

SENATE MESSAGE

HOUSE BILLS
CONCURRED IN BY SENATE

The clerk of the Senate, being introduced, returned HB 2003,
PN 2754; and HB 2563, PN 3806, with information that the
Senate has passed the same without amendment.
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SENATE MESSAGE

HOUSE AMENDMENTS
CONCURRED IN BY SENATE

The clerk of the Senate, being introduced, informed that the
Senate has concurred in the amendments made by the House of
Representatives to SB 180, PN 2238; SB 439, PN 2203;
SB 655, PN 2171; SB 770, PN 2215; SB 811, PN 1814;
SB 860, PN 2091; SB 944, PN 2099; and SB 1104, PN 2127.

BILLS SIGNED BY SPEAKER

Bills numbered and entitled as follows having been prepared
for presentation to the Governor, and the same being correct, the
titles were publicly read as follows:

HB 854, PN 4867

An Act relating to confidential security information of public
utilities; and imposing penalties.

HB 2003, PN 2754

An Act amending the act of August 9, 1955 (P.L.323, No.130),
known as The County Code, further providing for assistant county
solicitors.

HB 2134, PN 4868

An Act limiting the collection of Social Security numbers on State
and local government forms; prohibiting health insurers from using
Social Security numbers; and further providing for duties of the
Department of Transportation.

HB 2563, PN 3806

An Act amending Title 34 (Game) of the Pennsylvania
Consolidated Statutes, providing for possession of firearm for
protection of self or others.

SB 180, PN 2238

An Act providing for protection from identity theft, for security
freezes, for procedures for access after imposition and removal of
security freezes and for related matters.

SB 439, PN 2203

An Act providing for a sexual assault evidence collection program
and for powers and duties of the Department of Health and the
Pennsylvania State Police; and establishing civil immunity.

SB 583, PN 2214

An Act amending Title 18 (Crimes and Offenses) of the
Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes, further defining “racketeering
activity”; and further providing for arson and related offenses and for
the offense of unsworn falsification to authorities.

SB 655, PN 2171

An Act amending the act of May 23, 1945 (P.L.913, No.367),
known as the Engineer, Land Surveyor and Geologist Registration
Law, further providing for general powers of the State Registration
Board for Professional Engineers, Land Surveyors and Geologists; and
providing for continuing education requirements.

SB 770, PN 2215

An Act amending the act of December 16, 1999 (P.L.971, No.69),
known as the Electronic Transactions Act, providing for the definition
of “United States Postal Service Electronic Postmark”; and further
providing for acceptance and distribution of electronic records.

SB 811, PN 1814

An Act amending the act of August 31, 1971 (P.L.398, No.96),
known as the County Pension Law, further providing for transfers
between certain classes and for additional class options.

SB 860, PN 2091

An Act amending the act of June 23, 1993 (P.L.128, No.29),
known as the Plain Language Consumer Contract Act, further
providing for contractual requirements.

SB 944, PN 2099

An Act amending Titles 18 (Crimes and Offenses) and
42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) of the Pennsylvania Consolidated
Statutes, providing for conduct relating to sex offenders and for loss of
property rights by certain offenders; further providing for failure to
comply with sexual offender registration requirements, for the offense
of unlawful contact with a minor and for sentences for offenses against
infant persons; providing for sentences for sex offenders and for
sentence for failure to comply with registration of sexual offenders;
further providing for registration and for registration procedures and
applicability; providing for global positioning system technology; and
further providing for the duties of the Pennsylvania Board of Probation
and Parole.

SB 1104, PN 2127

An Act amending the act of December 10, 1974 (P.L.852,
No.287), referred to as the Underground Utility Line Protection Law,
further providing for the title of the act, for definitions, for duties of
facility owners and for the duties of the One Call System; providing for
liability, fees and governance of the One Call System; further
providing for applicability; providing for the duties of project owners
and for rights of the Auditor General; further providing for the
governing board of the One Call System, for fines and penalties and for
applicability to certain pipeline systems and facilities; providing for a
voluntary payment dispute resolution process, for best efforts, for
removal or tampering with a marking, for determination of position and
type of lines and for impairment of rights and immunities; further
providing for expiration; repealing provisions of the act of June 19,
2002 (P.L.421, No.61), known as the Propane and Liquefied Petroleum
Gas Act, concerning the prohibition of certain liquefied petroleum gas
facilities or distributors from being subject to the Underground Utility
Line Protection Law; and making an editorial change.

Whereupon, the Speaker, in the presence of the House,
signed the same.

GUESTS INTRODUCED

The SPEAKER. The Chair would like to welcome to the hall
of the House a group of residents from the Woodcrest Villa in
Lancaster, PA. They are the guests today of Representative
Katie True. Would those guests please rise and be recognized.
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HOUSE BILL
INTRODUCED AND REFERRED

No. 3086 By Representative EACHUS

An Act amending the act of May 17, 1921 (P.L.682, No.284),
known as The Insurance Company Law of 1921, further providing, in
insurance holding companies, for definitions, for acquisition of control
of or merger with domestic insurer and for acquisitions involving
insurers not otherwise covered; and making an inconsistent repeal.

Referred to Committee on INSURANCE, November 21,
2006.

LEGISLATIVE FELLOWS INTRODUCED

The SPEAKER. The Chair is pleased to welcome to the hall
legislative fellows from the Legislative Fellowship Program,
which is sponsored by the House of Representatives through the
Bipartisan Management Committee. They have 12 students this
semester who have been assigned to either a committee
chairman or leadership office for a 13-week fellowship. The
students are as follows, and the clerk will read the names.

The following names were read:

Emily Biskup, from King’s College, assigned
to Representative George Kenney.

Rachel Cichowic, from Elizabethtown College,
assigned to Representative Dennis Leh.

Chad Cope, from Penn State Harrisburg,
assigned to Representative Paul Semmel.

Brian Dougherty, from King’s College,
assigned to Representative Mike Veon.

Mark Foreman, from West Chester University,
assigned to Representative Keith McCall.

Steven Kelly, from Shippensburg University,
assigned to Representative Dennis O’Brien.

Matt Krpan, from Penn State Harrisburg,
assigned to Dr. Paula Hess and David John.

Petar Krpan, from Penn State Harrisburg,
assigned to Democratic Research.

Domenic Polselli, from Penn State Harrisburg,
assigned to Representative Mark Cohen.

Josiah Shelly, from York College, assigned to
Representative Jess Stairs.

Ryan Webber, from Lebanon Valley College,
assigned to Representative Rick Geist.

Jon Wogman, from Susquehanna University,
assigned to Representative Bob Belfanti.

GUEST INTRODUCED

The SPEAKER. The Chair would like to welcome
Abby Korth, a student at Germantown Academy, who is here
today as a guest of Representative Kate Harper of Montgomery
County. She is located in the balcony. Would Abby please rise
and be recognized by the House.

RULES COMMITTEE MEETING

The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the majority leader,
who moves for an immediate meeting of the Rules Committee.

BILL ON CONCURRENCE
REPORTED FROM COMMITTEE

HB 2133, PN 4822 By Rep. S. SMITH

An Act amending Title 75 (Vehicles) of the Pennsylvania
Consolidated Statutes, further providing for special registration plates,
for identification card, for periods for requiring lighted lamps, for
authority to use flashing or revolving blue lights, for permit for
movement during course of manufacture and for permits for movement
of certain feed and grain.

RULES.

BILLS ON CONCURRENCE
REREPORTED FROM COMMITTEE

SB 1237, PN 2221 By Rep. S. SMITH

An Act authorizing the Department of General Services, with the
approval of the Governor, to grant and convey to the County of
Lackawanna Transit System Authority (COLTS), certain lands situate
in the City of Scranton, Lackawanna County; authorizing the
Department of General Services, with the approval of the Governor, to
grant and convey to specified holders of slot machine licenses, certain
lands in Philadelphia; authorizing the Department of General Services,
with the approval of the Governor, to dedicate, grant and convey to the
Strasburg, Lancaster County, Borough Authority, a water main and
appurtenances to be constructed by the Department of General
Services, together with easements for public water purposes, situate in
Strasburg Township, Lancaster County, and to grant such further
easements and licenses as may be necessary to provide the Railroad
Museum of Pennsylvania with access to public sewer service; and
authorizing and directing the Department of General Services, with the
approval of the Governor and the Department of Military and Veterans
Affairs, to grant and convey to the Borough of Mansfield certain lands
situate in the Borough of Mansfield, Tioga County.

RULES.

SB 1285, PN 2251 By Rep. S. SMITH

An Act amending Title 71 (State Government) of the Pennsylvania
Consolidated Statutes, further providing for credited State service and
for classes of service.

RULES.

LEAVES OF ABSENCE

The SPEAKER. The Chair turns to leaves of absence.
The Chair recognizes the majority whip, who moves for a leave
of absence for the gentleman from Delaware for the day,
Mr. MICOZZIE; the gentleman from Butler for the day,
Mr. METCALFE. Without objection, those leaves will be
granted.
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MASTER ROLL CALL

The SPEAKER. The Chair is about to take the master roll,
and the members will proceed to vote.

(Members proceeded to vote.)

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

The SPEAKER. The Chair returns to leaves of absence and
places the gentleman from Allegheny, Mr. FLAHERTY, on
leave for the day, without objection.

MASTER ROLL CALL CONTINUED

The following roll call was recorded:

PRESENT–198

Adolph Fairchild Maher Ruffing
Allen Feese Maitland Sabatina
Argall Fichter Major Sainato
Armstrong Fleagle Manderino Samuelson
Baker Flick Mann Santoni
Baldwin Forcier Markosek Sather
Barrar Frankel Marsico Saylor
Bastian Freeman McCall Scavello
Bebko-Jones Gabig McGeehan Schroder
Belardi Gannon McGill Semmel
Belfanti Geist McIlhattan Shaner
Benninghoff George McIlhinney Shapiro
Beyer Gerber McNaughton Siptroth
Biancucci Gergely Melio Smith, B.
Birmelin Gillespie Millard Smith, S.
Bishop Gingrich Miller, R. Solobay
Blackwell Godshall Miller, S. Sonney
Blaum Good Mundy Staback
Boyd Goodman Mustio Stairs
Bunt Grell Myers Steil
Buxton Grucela Nailor Stern
Caltagirone Gruitza Nickol Stevenson, R.
Cappelli Haluska O’Brien Stevenson, T.
Casorio Hanna O’Neill Sturla
Causer Harhai Oliver Surra
Cawley Harhart Pallone Tangretti
Civera Harper Parker Taylor, E.Z.
Clymer Harris Payne Taylor, J.
Cohen Hasay Petrarca Thomas
Cornell Hennessey Petri Tigue
Corrigan Herman Petrone True
Costa Hess Phillips Turzai
Crahalla Hickernell Pickett Veon
Creighton Hutchinson Pistella Vitali
Cruz James Preston Walko
Curry Josephs Pyle Wansacz
Daley Kauffman Quigley Waters
Dally Keller, M. Ramaley Watson
DeLuca Keller, W. Rapp Wheatley
Denlinger Kenney Raymond Williams
Dermody Killion Readshaw Wilt
DeWeese Kirkland Reed Wojnaroski
DiGirolamo Kotik Reichley Wright
Diven LaGrotta Rieger Yewcic
Donatucci Leach Roberts Youngblood
Eachus Lederer Roebuck Yudichak
Ellis Leh Rohrer Zug
Evans, D. Lescovitz Rooney
Evans, J. Levdansky Ross Perzel,
Fabrizio Mackereth Rubley Speaker

ADDITIONS–0 

 NOT VOTING–0 
 

EXCUSED–4 
 
Flaherty Hershey Metcalfe Micozzie

LEAVES ADDED–10

Adolph LaGrotta Readshaw Vitali
Armstrong Mackereth Tangretti Wojnaroski
Evans, D. Ramaley

ANNOUNCEMENT BY SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. For the information of the members, those
who have not picked up their new ID badges may do so at the
Sergeants at Arms’ desk in the rear of the chamber.

VOTE CORRECTION

The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the gentleman,
Mr. O’Brien.

Mr. O’BRIEN. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
I would just like to correct the vote for the record.
On SB 1209, amendment 10490 on suspension of the rules,

I would like to be recorded in the negative.
The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman.

RESOLUTION PURSUANT TO RULE 35

Mr. BAKER called up HR 913, PN 4918, entitled:

A Resolution honoring the life and extending condolences for the
supreme sacrifice of Army Sergeant First Class Tony L. Knier of the
82nd Airborne Division, who tragically lost his life in service to our
country near Tikrit, Iraq, on October 21, 2006.

On the question,
Will the House adopt the resolution?

The SPEAKER. On that question, the Chair recognizes the
gentleman, Mr. Baker.

Mr. BAKER. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Today I rise with a heavy heart to offer a condolence

resolution and citation honoring a very brave and admirable
soldier from Tioga County. As quoted in the Gospel of
Matthew 5:4, “Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be
comforted.” So it is for that reason we join together today with
family and friends to honor a soldier and hero, Sfc. Tony Knier.

Sgt. Tony Lee Knier, formerly of Westfield, Pennsylvania,
was taken from this world on October 21, 2006, near Tikrit,
Iraq. He was the third soldier from Tioga County to perish in
Operation Iraqi Freedom.

As we gather here today, a couple of days before the
Thanksgiving holiday, I am reminded of the many gifts that
have been bestowed on Sergeant Knier and his family. These
gifts and memories will perhaps help his family and friends get
through this difficult time in their lives.

We can be thankful that Sergeant Knier received love and
support from his parents, the late Richard Knier, and his mother,
Betty Tidwell. He was also blessed with the love and support of
his parents-in-law, John and Sandra Kline.
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We can be thankful that he found the love of his life, his
high school sweetheart and wife, Bobbi Kline Knier. Bobbi was
a high school cheerleader when she met Tony at a football
game.

And finally, we can be thankful that Sergeant Knier helped
bring three beautiful children into this world. Marcus, Dakoda,
and Kayli were the light of his life. He was a true family man
who enjoyed the time he spent with his wife and children.

Sergeant Knier was a 1994 graduate of Cowanesque Valley
High School. Even before graduation, Sergeant Knier expressed
his desire to serve his country. On July 9, 1995, he fulfilled his
desires and enlisted into the United States Army. Sergeant Knier
attended unit training at Fort Benning, Georgia, where he was
awarded the Military Occupation Skill of 11H, Anti-Armor
Crew member, and during Sergeant Knier’s 11 years in the
United States Army, he held every position in his Military
Occupation Skill – driver, gunner, squad and section leader, and
platoon sergeant. Sergeant Knier was also a member of the elite
combat unit known as the Airborne Rangers.

Before being deployed to Iraq, Sergeant Knier spent 3 years
as a drill instructor teaching new recruits at Fort Benning,
Georgia. He also spent his time training with his fellow
members of the 82d Airborne Division headquartered at
Fort Bragg, North Carolina. Sergeant Knier loved his country
and believed in the work that he was doing overseas.

During his time in the Army, Sergeant Knier was awarded
the Bronze Star Medal, the Purple Heart Medal,
Meritorious Service Medal with one Oak Leaf Cluster,
Army Commendation Medal with one Oak Leaf Cluster, the
Army Achievement Medal with one Oak Leaf Cluster, the
Good Conduct Medal with three knots, the National Defense
Service Medal second award, the Iraqi Campaign Medal, the
Global War on Terrorism Service Medal, Non-Commissioned
Officer Professional Development Ribbon with Roman Numeral
3, the Drill Sergeant Badge, the Combat Infantry Badge, the
Air Assault Badge, the Senior Parachutist Badge, and the
Ranger Tab.

GUESTS INTRODUCED

Mr. BAKER. At this time I would now like to ask
Sergeant Knier’s widow, Bobbi Kline Knier, and two of their
three children, Marcus and Dakoda, to stand and be recognized.

Also here today are Mrs. Knier’s parents, John and
Sandra Kline. Please stand. We also have Frank Kissinger,
Sergeant Knier’s uncle; Lori Schmouder, Bobbi’s friend from
the Wellsboro area; and Heidi Graham, Bobbi’s friend from
Wellsboro. These are all friends of the family. Please recognize
them.

Sergeant Knier was a man of great character and heart.
Words cannot adequately describe the deep sorrow those who
knew him must feel at his loss. I wish his family and loved ones
the comfort of knowing his sacrifices will never be forgotten.
Sergeant Knier was a great hero, and we will forever be in his
debt.

I ask you today, respectfully, to join me in expressing our
deepest sympathies to Sergeant First Class Knier’s family and
loved ones. Please join me in honoring this brave soldier by
unanimously passing this resolution.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

On the question recurring,
Will the House adopt the resolution?

The following roll call was recorded:

YEAS–198

Adolph Fairchild Maher Ruffing
Allen Feese Maitland Sabatina
Argall Fichter Major Sainato
Armstrong Fleagle Manderino Samuelson
Baker Flick Mann Santoni
Baldwin Forcier Markosek Sather
Barrar Frankel Marsico Saylor
Bastian Freeman McCall Scavello
Bebko-Jones Gabig McGeehan Schroder
Belardi Gannon McGill Semmel
Belfanti Geist McIlhattan Shaner
Benninghoff George McIlhinney Shapiro
Beyer Gerber McNaughton Siptroth
Biancucci Gergely Melio Smith, B.
Birmelin Gillespie Millard Smith, S.
Bishop Gingrich Miller, R. Solobay
Blackwell Godshall Miller, S. Sonney
Blaum Good Mundy Staback
Boyd Goodman Mustio Stairs
Bunt Grell Myers Steil
Buxton Grucela Nailor Stern
Caltagirone Gruitza Nickol Stevenson, R.
Cappelli Haluska O’Brien Stevenson, T.
Casorio Hanna O’Neill Sturla
Causer Harhai Oliver Surra
Cawley Harhart Pallone Tangretti
Civera Harper Parker Taylor, E.Z.
Clymer Harris Payne Taylor, J.
Cohen Hasay Petrarca Thomas
Cornell Hennessey Petri Tigue
Corrigan Herman Petrone True
Costa Hess Phillips Turzai
Crahalla Hickernell Pickett Veon
Creighton Hutchinson Pistella Vitali
Cruz James Preston Walko
Curry Josephs Pyle Wansacz
Daley Kauffman Quigley Waters
Dally Keller, M. Ramaley Watson
DeLuca Keller, W. Rapp Wheatley
Denlinger Kenney Raymond Williams
Dermody Killion Readshaw Wilt
DeWeese Kirkland Reed Wojnaroski
DiGirolamo Kotik Reichley Wright
Diven LaGrotta Rieger Yewcic
Donatucci Leach Roberts Youngblood
Eachus Lederer Roebuck Yudichak
Ellis Leh Rohrer Zug
Evans, D. Lescovitz Rooney
Evans, J. Levdansky Ross Perzel,
Fabrizio Mackereth Rubley Speaker

NAYS–0 
 

NOT VOTING–0 
 

EXCUSED–4 
 
Flaherty Hershey Metcalfe Micozzie

The majority having voted in the affirmative, the question
was determined in the affirmative and the resolution was
adopted.
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FILMING PERMISSION

The SPEAKER. The Chair is giving permission to
Ben Simmoneau and Dan Maddox of WGAL-TV to videotape
on the floor for a period of 10 minutes.

Would Representative Bob Allen please come to the rostrum.

FAREWELL ADDRESS
BY MR. ALLEN

The SPEAKER. Representative Allen.
Mr. ALLEN. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
It has certainly been my pleasure to serve here in the

House of Representatives. On January 3, 1989, a day before my
first swearing-in ceremony, I had the opportunity to come in
and sit in House seat 161, which was my designated seat. There
was no one in the chamber at that time, and I had the ability to
sit and think, what was this really going to be like? I took a look
at what is now behind me and thought, how was I going to do,
what was I going to do, and how long was I really going to be
here? The day of that ceremony, the swearing-in took place, and
sitting in seat 162, naturally on the left, was John Perzel sitting
next to me on the left and Dave Argall naturally in seat No. 160
on the right, sort of the same way it is now – Perzel is still on
the left of me and Argall is still on the right.

I would like to take this time, as all the departing members
have done, to thank their family – my wife, Peggy; my
two children, Megan, who is in Boston, and my son, Tom, who
is living in Hong Kong; and my sister, who is 6 years younger
than I and had to put up with me for 55 years of her life, along
with my brother-in-law, Bill.

It is my honor today to introduce my staff, who has been
very dedicated to me. First of all, my AA (administrative
assistant) and the AA for the Labor Relations Committee,
Barbara Dysard; my secretary, Lily Horst; my staff assistant in
Pottsville, Carolyn Kutz; my staff assistant, Pam Hatter; and a
gentleman by the name of Ralph Jaeger, who has been with me
for the 18 years that I have served in this House. Please stand.

First impressions of people are very important, and though
I would like to talk about all the members of the 203 members
sitting here, I have to say that I am going to take the two leaders
and mention them first. First impressions are Speaker DeWeese,
Minority Leader DeWeese, and, no offense, I hope you remain
the minority leader. Bill DeWeese and I met for the first time
when he was on tour with the Mines and Energy Committee in
Centralia, Pennsylvania. Now, I want to tell you – what did
I say? first impressions are very important – he was dressed –
now, we are running through a mine fire; you have to
understand this – he was dressed in a flowered Hawaiian shirt,
white slacks, and white shoes, and about halfway through in
his true manner, he started to quote from the poem
“Dante’s Inferno.” Bill and I have been Masonic brothers, and
he and my son attended Wake Forest University, and, Bill,
I wish you all the luck in the world.

To the Speaker, who has always been to my left but for
4 years sat back in House seat 162 before he made his big move,
people say, how did he do this? How did he make the move?
Well, when you sit by somebody for 4 years, you understand it,
and there is one trait that I think most members really do not
understand about John Perzel, and that is his intensity. The first

real workday of the first session he walked on the floor with
160 letters – now, see, he is smiling up here, and he remembers
this, because I taunt him about it all the time – and was writing
notes to people he had worked with all across the State of
Pennsylvania thanking them. It was a form letter, but he was
jotting personal notes. He, believe it or not, is one of the most
intense persons that I have ever met. You may not believe that,
but that is the truth, and he has been a true friend of mine, and
I appreciate serving with you for 18 years, Mr. Speaker.

I would like to also thank the Schuylkill and Berks
delegations – Dave Argall, Neal Goodman, and E.J. Lucyk,
who is either on the golf course or hunting somewhere in
Schuylkill County right now.

I would like to thank all the members of the Labor
Committee who have worked with me over the last 3 1/2 years,
and one thing that I feel really good about is today all the
Democrat members here are not feeling sick and having to leave
the room. That is an in-joke; that is an in-joke.

Chairman Belfanti, Vice Chairman Eachus, Vice Chairman
Steil, I appreciate your service in working with me, especially
Dave. Your work on the UCC (Uniform Construction Code)
bills, and you are going to have some work later in the day, and
I appreciate your help there, and to Representative Eachus for
his work on the workmen’s compensation bill along with
Chairman Belfanti.

Go quick; be quick about it. I am going to try to do that.
I thank Gaynor Cawley, a lot of people thank

Gaynor Cawley, because Gaynor Cawley got me through the
1991 budget crisis with all the humor that he had. He has been
an inspiration to me to keep me in a positive manner no matter
what happens.

And I would be remiss, since 1982 I have known
the gentleman from Clearfield County, the Honorable
Camille “Bud” George. Representative Bud George and I were
on the opposite sides when I was at DEP (Department of
Environmental Protection) and the House Democrat committee
was investigating the House DER (Department of
Environmental Resources) at that time and now it is DEP. But
Bud and I always built a friendly relationship. We argued a lot
of times on environmental issues. About 90 percent of the time
we were on the other side, but, Bud, you and I have always been
friends, and please send my regards to your wife, Edna, and
I wish you a lengthy and stretched-out career, maybe another
2 to 4 years, I hope for your sake.

And lastly, before I close, I have to talk a little bit about the
Monday night dinner club. The Monday night dinner club was
made up of only three people – my older brother,
Representative Merle Phillips, and my younger brother,
Russ Fairchild. We had a lot of great discussions. We picked
apart the problems and we had all the solutions to what was
going on in this House of Representatives; we criticized and
complimented the people on both sides of the aisle for the day’s
work, but we built close friendships. Those 18 years of Monday
night dinners together I will never forget, and I call them my
brothers because that is what they are. Even though Merle, you
know Well, I am not going to say it. I will let it go.

I have always believed, unlike some people, that my cup has
always been 100 percent full. How could you be so lucky to
serve in a place like this, a place of honor, with so many good
people?
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As I depart today, I say to you as my friends, good luck, may
you have prosperity and good health, and you will always be in
my prayers.

The SPEAKER. Would Representative Rod Wilt please
come to the rostrum.

FAREWELL ADDRESS
BY MR. WILT

The SPEAKER. Representative Wilt.
Mr. WILT. Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker.
When the notices went out about offering some remarks

during this last week here, I was reluctant to do so, but, you
know, times change and circumstances change, and I welcome
the opportunity to say a few words to my colleagues.

Like everyone else that stood before this chamber, I have
a debt of gratitude that I need to express, and for that reason
I have decided to say a few remarks this morning.

First of all, I want to thank all the committee staff that
has worked so well with me over the past 10 years and my staff.
I have been in the East Wing for the last 8 years, and those
people over there have been so gracious to me. I feel like we
have grown up together over there.

One special person that I want to express my gratitude to is
Carl Dingus. Carl, for those of you that know him, is the
Chaplain here at the Capitol. He runs Capitol Ministries, and he
has been hosting us on Tuesday mornings for the last several
years, and I wish Carl, his family, and his organization well in
the future.

Also, every Monday for the last 6 or 7 years there has been a
group of us who get together, and Representative Birmelin has
been very gracious in welcoming us, the Commonwealth
Caucus. Although we never necessarily won the issues of the
day, it gave us an opportunity to meet in fellowship and talk
about what the calendar was and what we may be able to do
with it to impart some of our conservative wisdom on it.

Like everyone else, there is a group back home and here in
Harrisburg. Kelly Shipman has been with me the last 6 1/2 years
here in Harrisburg and has done a great, great job, and for those
of you that know Kelly, she has been through some challenges
of her own the last year or so, but she just keeps fighting and
keeps working through it, and I wish her a lot of success in
working with Representative Maher in the future.

Back home I had a dynamic staff who was dedicated every
day to keeping me here, and it worked. Since election day of
1996, we have never had an opponent in either the primary or
the general election, and those lovely ladies are Tonya Miller,
Mindy Gosser, Betty Fischer. Pat Turner was with me for
nearly every day of my tenure and recently went to work for
Senator Robbins, and her husband, Dick Turner, ran my
campaign and was my treasurer.

I also want to say thank you to my colleagues from the
northwest. We share a bond, and that bond has been forged on
many, many miles across Interstate 80, hundreds of thousands
of miles over the years, from John Evans to Teresa Forcier
to Mike Gruitza and Chris Sainato to my former mentor,
Howard Fargo, and I will get to Dick Stevenson in just a
minute. We have enjoyed working with you folks every day that
we have had this job.

I would be remiss if I did not also say thanks to Sam Smith
and John Perzel and Tony and Brian. I was not a person here
that wrote a lot of legislation, but they always seemed to help
me get my issues before the House for an up-or-down vote.
They have been a tremendous resource to me and really a
guiding force in my 10 years here.

When I got elected, of course the Speaker of the House was
Matt Ryan, and I do not think anybody can stand in this
chamber or at this microphone without having some
remembrances of Matt and Roger, who ran his staff so capably
and then came back to be our Chief Clerk. Matt was a
grandfather to all of us, and I am sure the chamber, those of you
that served with him still miss him very much.

A couple of friends that I made in the Chief Clerk’s Office,
from Teddy Mazia, who just turned 60 yesterday – happy
birthday, Ted – and Freddy and Randee and the entire
Chief Clerk’s staff up here, I want to thank you.

In 1996 I came in with a great class and forged a great
friendship with Kerry Benninghoff, and, Kerry, I want to thank
you for keeping me smiling all these years. It has been a lovely
ride with Kerry. He is just a trip to be around.

I also want to say thanks to my three Dutch uncles back here.
These are guys we teed it up a little bit and we tipped a few
back and we have taken some trips and put a lot of miles in over
the last 10 years, and that is my Uncle Denny, my Uncle Ron,
and my Uncle Dick Stevenson. Those guys, I tell you, I think
we have been exchanging the same $10 and $20 bills on the golf
course back and forth for the last 10 years, and hopefully we
will do it a lot more.

The real reason that I wanted to stand before you today is
because I do think I bring one unique perspective to this
chamber. In 1996 when I was elected, I became the first-ever
third generation to serve in this great House. My grandfather,
Raymond E. Wilt, represented Ross Township in Allegheny
County – my grandmother, 97 years old today, still living, and
she is a constituent of Don Walko – and he was elected in 1950,
and he served until 1970. In 1966 my dad tried to join him down
here from Mercer County and ran unsuccessfully but came back
in 1968 and was elected in the primary and in the general
election, and his name was Roy Wilt, Sr. He served here from
1968 to 1980 in this chamber, and when Budd Dwyer was
elected State Treasurer, my dad won a special election very
narrowly. It was an important election at the time, and if I can
reflect on this for just a minute, I was a sophomore in high
school, and that special election switched the balance of power
from the Democrats to the Republicans over in the Senate. I
happened to be here the day when he said his farewell remarks
in this House. We walked across by the Lieutenant Governor’s
Office and into the Senate chamber, and there was just a row of
TV and still cameras set up there as we made what was at that
time that historical walk, and that was in 1981, and he went over
to the Senate and served there for almost 10 years, and he
retired in 1990. And then there was a 6-year break, and I came
along in 1996.

I see there is a young fellow sitting down here on the
page benches, and it reminded me as I was sitting back in my
seat and reflecting on the years and the relationship that I have
had with this chamber. I think I was a little bit younger than he
when I first came here with my dad and sat on these benches,
and at that time the pages worked for tips, and as those lights
came on down front here, it was a mad dash back to the seats to
get the members whatever they wanted, from ice cream to a
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copy of a bill, and I remember at that time I think we were
making maybe $8 or $11 a day. We actually got paid for doing
that.

That was my introduction to this great chamber, and having
grown up with a grandfather and dad that served here, I had
mixed emotions about it. I admired what they did, but I spent a
lot of days and nights at home without my dad.

One of the things that I was told in 1996 on election night,
my dad came up to me and he said, you know, there is a
steadfast nature of the process, and it is the process of adding to,
not taking away from, and each and every one of you, as I look
out, have added to my process. You have added to my life’s
experiences, and the relationships that I have built with you will
last forever.

You know, one of the things that has always struck me, and
maybe it is the reason why I never thought that I was going to
set the world on fire when I was here, was that I realized from a
very young age that this institution is bigger than any one of us
and no issue can ever bring it down. There are going to be
problems that we face, there are going to be the good times with
surpluses and not a lot of tough votes on the horizon, but
whatever it is, I think we all have a responsibility to respect this
institution and take care of it. It will outlast us all. It is the oldest
demonstration of the representative republic, and we need to
cherish it and move it forward.

Finally, I need to mention my family, my personal family.
My wife and I have been married 20 years this past October,
and we have a 14-year-old son, Tanner, and neither one of them
ever caught the political bug, and for that, I am extremely
grateful, because it was always a humbling experience when
I went home. Every Sunday I got a question; it happened
sometime late morning, early afternoon, and that question was,
what time are you leaving and when will you be back? They did
not care what the issues were or how many votes we had to put
up or the fights and the yin and the yang and the give and the
take. All they wanted to know is, when are you going to be
home, and now I am coming home.

You know, the person who is probably the better politician,
the better speaker, the better writer in our family is the person
who chose not to seek election, and he is here with me today,
my brother, Roy Wilt, Jr., and his lovely family, Heather, and
their older son, Robert, and then Roy William Wilt III – Trey.
Please welcome them.

And finally, I want to thank you for your kind attention.
It has been a wonderful ride; it has been a trip. It has had its
frustrations; it has had its ups and downs, but one thing I always
did is just hung in there. I knew I was on the 10-and-out plan
probably in the middle of my second term, and how fast those
10 years have gone.

I had a picture taken with my Dutch uncles I mentioned
earlier, and the pictures came back this week, and I wondered
who superimposed all that gray hair on my head. I thought
one of those guys talked Kalim into it over here.

But anyway, I am excited about my future and I am excited
about what the world has in store for me, whatever that may be,
and I want to thank you all from the bottom of my heart. I have
appreciated your friendship, and I look forward to just sitting
back and watching the House evolve over the next decades and
seeing what issues come our way. I was born and raised in
Pennsylvania, and I am not going anywhere, and I have
appreciated everyone’s friendship over the years.

Thank you very much.

FAREWELL ADDRESS
BY MR. BLAUM

The SPEAKER. Representative Kevin Blaum.
Mr. BLAUM. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Ladies and gentlemen of the House, before I say another

word, let me thank my staff, many of whom have been with me
for 20 years and more.

In my district office, Kathy Dougherty, my legislative
assistant, an extraordinary person and a big help to me, and
I thank Kathy for her many years of service.

Jack McNulty, my administrative assistant in my district
office, started with me in first grade, and then we went to
high school together, and back in 1981 he joined me in my
district office and has been there ever since. He is an
extraordinary person, an extraordinary help, and a man who
now has his own reputation unparalleled in the Wilkes-Barre
area.

Here in Harrisburg Susan Thomas, whom I love, has been a
member of my family for 20 years. We all know how much we
rely on these people, and Susan is here to my right, and I thank
her so much.

Mike Rish, who is one of the finest executive directors
anywhere in this building, has been with me since chairman of
Aging and Youth days, through chairman of the Judiciary
Committee, and now in the leadership offices, and, Mike,
I thank you for your help.

Jane Mendlow, who is an expert on children’s issues, knows
more about kids and the laws that protect them than anyone in
this building, anywhere in this town. She is extraordinary in the
wealth of knowledge she has, and I hope that you take
advantage of that in the future.

Catherine Hudson, who worked for Ken Cole before she
worked for me, a total professional. I was so happy to have her
on board.

Newly minted attorney Marlene Tremmel is, again, a big
help in our office, and Attorney Beryl Kuhr, who we were so
fortunate to get from the Commonwealth Court, is now serving
in the Democratic Caucus.

I thank them for everything they have done for me these past
26 years.

Mr. Speaker, just a bit of housekeeping here. I have to report
that the graduating class of ’06 has caucused in my office,
elected our chairman, is organized – well, somewhat organized
– and ready to do business. According to the bylaws, the
chairman of the graduating class of ’06 really has only three
responsibilities – that is, the collection of dues, the production
of a quarterly newsletter, and of course, the calling of the annual
grand symposium every year here in Harrisburg. Ladies and
gentlemen, please welcome our chairman, Mr. Bob Flick. Bob,
would you like to stand up. Actually, I was the only one at that
caucus. I just thought of it this morning and thought Bob would
be the perfect person to do that.

Ladies and gentlemen of the House, if the Speaker would
allow me, honest to goodness, I would just stand up here and
look at you. You are a magnificent sight, always have been to
me, and you are extraordinary people who deserve our thanks.

In recent years I have had the pleasure of being able to attend
many field hockey games at the University of Iowa. As you
approach Grant Field, you are filled with the anticipation and
excitement of a place where they eat and breathe Big Ten
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field hockey. And you go into the field, and on a beautiful
autumn day, invariably there are leaves blowing across the
green artificial surface, and in walks the team in their stunning
black uniforms and gold numerals, carrying their stick bags, and
in walks the visiting team as well, and you get chills. When
their anthem begins to play, it is the voice of Garth Brooks, who
pays tribute to both teams for having the courage and the
character not to stand outside the fire, but rather to jump in and
compete vigorously on the field of play.

Every time I hear that song, I think of you because you had
the courage every 2 years to jump into the fire, to dance in the
flame of ideas and debate them here in this beautiful room.
Look where we get to come to go to work. It is truly
exceptional. As a soon-to-be private citizen, I thank you for that
courage, I thank you for that character, I thank you for the
sacrifices that you know you make to be here for the good of the
people of Pennsylvania.

I will miss you, but as some of you know, I have been doing
this since I have been 22 years of age. I graduated from the
University of Scranton in 1974. A Jesuit priest by the name of
Father Suppé talked about involvement, talked about making a
difference, talked about the highest and noblest calling in life
was public service, and I bought it hook, line, and sinker.

When I graduated from the University of Scranton, I began
running for city council, somehow got elected, reelected in ’79,
and in 1980 I came here. So over the last 31 years, it has been
my honor to represent the people of the city of Wilkes-Barre
and Greater Wilkes-Barre area and here in Harrisburg. And on
December 1, I will wake up a private citizen for the first time in
my adult life. I will do so in Washington, DC, representing
Wyoming Seminary College Preparatory School at a national
educational conference. It is what I want to do, and it is where
I want to do it.

Wyoming Seminary is an extraordinary college preparatory
school just outside Wilkes-Barre. We educate kids from all over
northeastern Pennsylvania, 16 different States, and 21 foreign
countries. It is an extraordinary place. Like this room, Wyoming
Seminary is probably one of the most stimulating places I have
ever been. So I look forward to going to sem. on December 1.
I also ask each and every one of you, if you are in our area,
drop by and visit at Wyoming Seminary in Kingston,
Phyllis Mundy’s district. John Yudichak graduated from there.
Really, you are going to enjoy it.

I also want to pay tribute – I have served with five
Governors, six Speakers, and hundreds of the finest public
servants Pennsylvania has ever known. I want to pay tribute to
two of those speakers who are here today – John Perzel and
Bill DeWeese. I want to thank them for their work and their
leadership in guarding the people’s House for all the citizens of
Pennsylvania. They do an extraordinary job. They have a very
difficult job in herding all of us for the benefit of our people.

I want to thank the members of the northeast delegation, who
have been my friends for 26 years, who have supported me in
the things I have attempted to do.

I want to thank administrator Fred Belardi, who has done so
much to enhance the beauty of this building. Freddy, thank you
so much.

To Dwight Evans, my good friend, who does an
extraordinary job with the numbers and difficult facts and
figures of a budget, I wish Dwight the best, and I hope 2007 is a
great year for him and a great year for the city of Philadelphia.

To Chairman Cohen, Mark, we thank you for your work and
everything you do.

And to my good friend, Mike Veon, who is simply one of the
finest public servants I have ever served with, I thank him for
his knowledge and his ability in the legislative process to help
people.

So I want to thank everybody for being so nice over these
past 26 years, for helping us pass the bills and the legislation
that work. It comes with building support within your caucus
and being willing to cross the aisle, to work with leader
Sam Smith; to work with my colleague in the Aging and Youth
Committee, Len Gruppo; to be able to work on the
Judiciary Committee closely with the Republican chairman,
Tom Gannon, and after Tommy, with Denny O’Brien. You have
got to be able to cross the aisle; you have got to be able to make
friends on the other side. You must build support in your
caucus, and if you do those things and work together, and when
it is 102 to 101, it is almost imperative that you all work
together, and I hope you do.

Ladies and gentlemen, forever God bless this House and all
who serve here.

Thank you.

VOTE CORRECTIONS

The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Philadelphia, Mr. Taylor.

Mr. TAYLOR. A correction of the record, Mr. Speaker.
The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it.
Mr. TAYLOR. Mr. Speaker, on amendment 10490 to

SB 1209, I wish to be recorded in the negative.
The SPEAKER. Let the record reflect that the Speaker would

also like to correct the record with the same vote.

GUEST INTRODUCED

The SPEAKER. The Chair would like to welcome to the
hall of the House Mary Louise Caldwell as a guest of
Representative Elinor Taylor, a longtime friend from
West Chester. Please welcome her to the hall of the House.
Would you please rise and be recognized.

CONSUMER AFFAIRS
COMMITTEE MEETING

The SPEAKER. The Consumer Affairs Committee calls for
an immediate meeting in the rear of the chamber at the break.

Are there any other announcements?

REPUBLICAN CAUCUS

The SPEAKER. The gentlelady from Chester, Mrs. Taylor.
Mrs. TAYLOR. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
There will be an informal caucus called for 12:30

immediately at the break and a formal caucus at 1 o’clock.
The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentlelady.
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DEMOCRATIC CAUCUS

The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the gentleman,
Mr. Cohen.

Mr. COHEN. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
The Democrats will also caucus immediately upon the call of

the recess, both formally and informally.
The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman.

Any further announcements?

RECESS

The SPEAKER. This House is in recess until 2:30.

AFTER RECESS

The time of recess having expired, the House was called to
order.

SENATE MESSAGE

AMENDED SENATE BILL RETURNED
FOR CONCURRENCE AND

REFERRED TO COMMITTEE ON RULES

The clerk of the Senate, being introduced, informed that the
Senate has concurred in the amendments made by the House of
Representatives by amending said amendments to SB 1206,
PN 2253.

Ordered, That the clerk present the same to the House of
Representatives for its concurrence.

SENATE MESSAGE

AMENDED HOUSE BILLS RETURNED
FOR CONCURRENCE AND

REFERRED TO COMMITTEE ON RULES

The clerk of the Senate, being introduced, returned HB 183,
PN 4383; HB 881, PN 4940; HB 1427, PN 4938; and
HB 1631, PN 4941, with information that the Senate has passed
the same with amendment in which the concurrence of the
House of Representatives is requested.

BILLS SIGNED BY SPEAKER

Bills numbered and entitled as follows having been prepared
for presentation to the Governor, and the same being correct, the
titles were publicly read as follows:

SB 628, PN 2117

An Act amending Titles 18 (Crimes and Offenses) and
20 (Decedents, Estates and Fiduciaries) of the Pennsylvania
Consolidated Statutes, providing for the offenses of neglect of
care-dependent person and for living wills and health care powers of
attorney; further providing for implementation of out-of-hospital
nonresuscitation; making conforming amendments; and repealing
provisions of 20 Pa.C.S. Chs. 54 and 54A.

SB 665, PN 1260

An Act amending Title 20 (Decedents, Estates and Fiduciaries) of
the Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes, further providing for the grant
of letters of administration and for the administration of estates.

SB 1209, PN 2047

An Act providing for the Healthy Farms and Healthy Schools
Program.

Whereupon, the Speaker, in the presence of the House,
signed the same.

ACTUARIAL NOTE

The SPEAKER. The Chair acknowledges receipt of the
following actuarial note: SB 1285, PN 2251.

(Copy of actuarial note is on file with the Journal clerk.)

The SPEAKER. The gentleman, Mr. Feese, please come to
the rostrum.

SUPPLEMENTAL CALENDAR D

RESOLUTION PURSUANT TO RULE 35

Mr. GRELL called up HR 924, PN 4942, entitled:

A Resolution recognizing the POW/MIA Pennsylvania Project as a
model program for the collection of mitochondrial DNA samples to
assist in the location of missing military servicemen abroad.

On the question,
Will the House adopt the resolution?

The following roll call was recorded:

YEAS–197

Adolph Fairchild Maitland Sabatina
Allen Feese Major Sainato
Argall Fichter Manderino Samuelson
Armstrong Fleagle Mann Santoni
Baker Flick Markosek Sather
Baldwin Forcier Marsico Saylor
Barrar Frankel McCall Scavello
Bastian Freeman McGeehan Schroder
Bebko-Jones Gabig McGill Semmel
Belardi Gannon McIlhattan Shaner
Belfanti Geist McIlhinney Shapiro
Benninghoff George McNaughton Siptroth
Beyer Gerber Melio Smith, B.
Biancucci Gergely Millard Smith, S.
Birmelin Gillespie Miller, R. Solobay
Bishop Gingrich Miller, S. Sonney
Blackwell Godshall Mundy Staback
Blaum Good Mustio Stairs
Boyd Goodman Myers Steil
Bunt Grell Nailor Stern
Buxton Grucela Nickol Stevenson, R.
Caltagirone Gruitza O’Brien Stevenson, T.
Cappelli Haluska O’Neill Sturla
Casorio Hanna Oliver Surra
Causer Harhai Pallone Tangretti
Cawley Harhart Parker Taylor, E.Z.
Civera Harper Payne Taylor, J.
Clymer Harris Petrarca Thomas
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Cohen Hasay Petri Tigue
Cornell Hennessey Petrone True
Corrigan Herman Phillips Turzai
Costa Hess Pickett Veon
Crahalla Hickernell Pistella Vitali
Creighton Hutchinson Preston Walko
Cruz James Pyle Wansacz
Curry Josephs Quigley Waters
Daley Kauffman Ramaley Watson
Dally Keller, M. Rapp Wheatley
DeLuca Keller, W. Raymond Williams
Denlinger Kenney Readshaw Wilt
Dermody Killion Reed Wojnaroski
DeWeese Kirkland Reichley Wright
DiGirolamo Kotik Rieger Yewcic
Diven Leach Roberts Youngblood
Donatucci Lederer Roebuck Yudichak
Eachus Leh Rohrer Zug
Ellis Lescovitz Rooney
Evans, D. Levdansky Ross Perzel,
Evans, J. Mackereth Rubley Speaker
Fabrizio Maher Ruffing

NAYS–0 
 

NOT VOTING–1 
 
LaGrotta

EXCUSED–4 
 
Flaherty Hershey Metcalfe Micozzie

The majority having voted in the affirmative, the question
was determined in the affirmative and the resolution was
adopted.

CALENDAR CONTINUED

BILL ON THIRD CONSIDERATION

The House proceeded to third consideration of SB 1263,
PN 1932, entitled:

An Act amending the act of April 9, 1929 (P.L.343, No.176),
known as The Fiscal Code, further providing, in abandoned and
unclaimed property, for property subject to custody and control of
Commonwealth.

On the question,
Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration?
Bill was agreed to.

The SPEAKER. This bill has been considered on three
different days and agreed to and is now on final passage.

The question is, shall the bill pass finally?
Agreeable to the provisions of the Constitution, the yeas and

nays will now be taken.

The following roll call was recorded:

YEAS–198

Adolph Fairchild Maher Ruffing
Allen Feese Maitland Sabatina
Argall Fichter Major Sainato
Armstrong Fleagle Manderino Samuelson

Baker Flick Mann Santoni
Baldwin Forcier Markosek Sather
Barrar Frankel Marsico Saylor
Bastian Freeman McCall Scavello
Bebko-Jones Gabig McGeehan Schroder
Belardi Gannon McGill Semmel
Belfanti Geist McIlhattan Shaner
Benninghoff George McIlhinney Shapiro
Beyer Gerber McNaughton Siptroth
Biancucci Gergely Melio Smith, B.
Birmelin Gillespie Millard Smith, S.
Bishop Gingrich Miller, R. Solobay
Blackwell Godshall Miller, S. Sonney
Blaum Good Mundy Staback
Boyd Goodman Mustio Stairs
Bunt Grell Myers Steil
Buxton Grucela Nailor Stern
Caltagirone Gruitza Nickol Stevenson, R.
Cappelli Haluska O’Brien Stevenson, T.
Casorio Hanna O’Neill Sturla
Causer Harhai Oliver Surra
Cawley Harhart Pallone Tangretti
Civera Harper Parker Taylor, E.Z.
Clymer Harris Payne Taylor, J.
Cohen Hasay Petrarca Thomas
Cornell Hennessey Petri Tigue
Corrigan Herman Petrone True
Costa Hess Phillips Turzai
Crahalla Hickernell Pickett Veon
Creighton Hutchinson Pistella Vitali
Cruz James Preston Walko
Curry Josephs Pyle Wansacz
Daley Kauffman Quigley Waters
Dally Keller, M. Ramaley Watson
DeLuca Keller, W. Rapp Wheatley
Denlinger Kenney Raymond Williams
Dermody Killion Readshaw Wilt
DeWeese Kirkland Reed Wojnaroski
DiGirolamo Kotik Reichley Wright
Diven LaGrotta Rieger Yewcic
Donatucci Leach Roberts Youngblood
Eachus Lederer Roebuck Yudichak
Ellis Leh Rohrer Zug
Evans, D. Lescovitz Rooney
Evans, J. Levdansky Ross Perzel,
Fabrizio Mackereth Rubley Speaker

NAYS–0 
 

NOT VOTING–0 
 

EXCUSED–4 
 
Flaherty Hershey Metcalfe Micozzie

The majority required by the Constitution having voted in
the affirmative, the question was determined in the affirmative
and the bill passed finally.

Ordered, That the clerk return the same to the Senate with
the information that the House has passed the same without
amendment.

SUPPLEMENTAL CALENDAR A

BILL ON CONCURRENCE
IN SENATE AMENDMENTS

The House proceeded to consideration of concurrence in
Senate amendments to HB 2133, PN 4822, entitled:



2006 LEGISLATIVE JOURNAL—HOUSE 2537

An Act amending Title 75 (Vehicles) of the Pennsylvania
Consolidated Statutes, further providing for special registration plates,
for identification card, for periods for requiring lighted lamps, for
authority to use flashing or revolving blue lights, for permit for
movement during course of manufacture and for permits for movement
of certain feed and grain.

On the question,
Will the House concur in Senate amendments?

The SPEAKER. It is moved by the gentleman, Mr. Fairchild,
that the House do concur in the amendments inserted by the
Senate.

On the question recurring,
Will the House concur in Senate amendments?
The SPEAKER. Agreeable to the provisions of the

Constitution, the yeas and nays will now be taken.

The following roll call was recorded:

YEAS–198

Adolph Fairchild Maher Ruffing
Allen Feese Maitland Sabatina
Argall Fichter Major Sainato
Armstrong Fleagle Manderino Samuelson
Baker Flick Mann Santoni
Baldwin Forcier Markosek Sather
Barrar Frankel Marsico Saylor
Bastian Freeman McCall Scavello
Bebko-Jones Gabig McGeehan Schroder
Belardi Gannon McGill Semmel
Belfanti Geist McIlhattan Shaner
Benninghoff George McIlhinney Shapiro
Beyer Gerber McNaughton Siptroth
Biancucci Gergely Melio Smith, B.
Birmelin Gillespie Millard Smith, S.
Bishop Gingrich Miller, R. Solobay
Blackwell Godshall Miller, S. Sonney
Blaum Good Mundy Staback
Boyd Goodman Mustio Stairs
Bunt Grell Myers Steil
Buxton Grucela Nailor Stern
Caltagirone Gruitza Nickol Stevenson, R.
Cappelli Haluska O’Brien Stevenson, T.
Casorio Hanna O’Neill Sturla
Causer Harhai Oliver Surra
Cawley Harhart Pallone Tangretti
Civera Harper Parker Taylor, E.Z.
Clymer Harris Payne Taylor, J.
Cohen Hasay Petrarca Thomas
Cornell Hennessey Petri Tigue
Corrigan Herman Petrone True
Costa Hess Phillips Turzai
Crahalla Hickernell Pickett Veon
Creighton Hutchinson Pistella Vitali
Cruz James Preston Walko
Curry Josephs Pyle Wansacz
Daley Kauffman Quigley Waters
Dally Keller, M. Ramaley Watson
DeLuca Keller, W. Rapp Wheatley
Denlinger Kenney Raymond Williams
Dermody Killion Readshaw Wilt
DeWeese Kirkland Reed Wojnaroski
DiGirolamo Kotik Reichley Wright
Diven LaGrotta Rieger Yewcic
Donatucci Leach Roberts Youngblood
Eachus Lederer Roebuck Yudichak
Ellis Leh Rohrer Zug
Evans, D. Lescovitz Rooney
Evans, J. Levdansky Ross Perzel,
Fabrizio Mackereth Rubley Speaker

NAYS–0 
 

NOT VOTING–0 
 

EXCUSED–4 
 
Flaherty Hershey Metcalfe Micozzie

The majority required by the Constitution having voted in
the affirmative, the question was determined in the affirmative
and the amendments were concurred in.

Ordered, That the clerk inform the Senate accordingly.

BILL SIGNED BY SPEAKER

Bill numbered and entitled as follows having been prepared
for presentation to the Governor, and the same being correct, the
title was publicly read as follows:

HB 2133, PN 4822

An Act amending Title 75 (Vehicles) of the Pennsylvania
Consolidated Statutes, further providing for special registration plates,
for identification card, for periods for requiring lighted lamps, for
authority to use flashing or revolving blue lights, for permit for
movement during course of manufacture and for permits for movement
of certain feed and grain.

Whereupon, the Speaker, in the presence of the House,
signed the same.

CALENDAR CONTINUED

BILL ON THIRD CONSIDERATION

The House proceeded to third consideration of SB 1235,
PN 2213, entitled:

An Act amending the act of February 14, 1986 (P.L.2, No.2),
known as the Acupuncture Registration Act, expanding the scope of
the act to include Chinese herbal therapy; further providing for
definitions; regulating the practice of Chinese herbal therapy; further
providing for regulation of the practice of acupuncture and for
penalties; and imposing duties on the State Board of Medicine and the
State Board of Osteopathic Medicine.

On the question,
Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration?

BILL REVERTED TO
PRIOR PRINTER’S NUMBER

The SPEAKER. The Chair at this time recognizes the
majority leader, the gentleman, Mr. Smith.

Would the gentleman, Mr. Gannon, please come to the
House floor.

The Chair has recognized the majority leader, the gentleman,
Mr. Smith, for a motion.

Mr. S. SMITH. Mr. Speaker, when this legislation was
considered in a previous mode, there was some language that
I think was more agreeable to the affected parties, between
those that administer acupuncture, the Medical Society, and the
insurance industry, who are the three main interested parties in
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this legislation, and it seems that there is a much higher level of
comfort with the prior printer’s number, and in order to run this
bill, Mr. Speaker, I would like to move that we revert to the
prior printer’s number.

The SPEAKER. The prior printer’s number is PN 2106.

On the question,
Will the House agree to the motion?

The SPEAKER. On that motion, the Chair recognizes the
gentleman from Delaware, Mr. Gannon.

Mr. GANNON. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Mr. Speaker, I am not going to delay the process that is

going on with this piece of legislation, but I can tell you that the
House Professional Licensure Committee worked very, very
hard to come up with language that we inserted in the bill. Just a
moment, Mr. Speaker.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker, for that momentary delay.
But I can tell the House that the Professional Licensure

Committee inserted the new language in the bill for very good
reasons. It is going to be up to the House now to decide whether
or not those reasons are sufficient to withstand a motion for a
prior printer’s number. I do understand that by doing this, we
will expedite the process and the bill will go to the Governor for
his signature. There is probably, outside of the Judiciary
Committee, there is probably more agreement with the original
version than there is with the current version that we reported
out. But I can tell you that the members of the committee
worked very hard, it was a bipartisan effort, and we believe that
the language in the amended version was much better for the
people of this Commonwealth than the original version, but it is
not sufficient change to withstand opposition to a reversion to
the prior printer’s number.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman.

On the question recurring,
Will the House agree to the motion?

The following roll call was recorded:

YEAS–193

Adolph Fabrizio Maitland Sabatina
Allen Fairchild Major Sainato
Argall Feese Manderino Samuelson
Armstrong Fichter Mann Santoni
Baker Fleagle Markosek Sather
Baldwin Flick Marsico Saylor
Barrar Forcier McCall Scavello
Bastian Frankel McGeehan Schroder
Bebko-Jones Freeman McGill Semmel
Belardi Gabig McIlhattan Shaner
Belfanti Geist McIlhinney Shapiro
Benninghoff George McNaughton Siptroth
Beyer Gerber Melio Smith, B.
Biancucci Gillespie Millard Smith, S.
Birmelin Gingrich Miller, R. Solobay
Bishop Godshall Miller, S. Sonney
Blackwell Good Mundy Staback
Blaum Goodman Mustio Stairs
Boyd Grell Myers Steil
Bunt Grucela Nickol Stern
Buxton Gruitza O’Brien Stevenson, R.
Caltagirone Haluska O’Neill Stevenson, T.
Cappelli Hanna Oliver Sturla

Casorio Harhai Pallone Surra
Causer Harhart Parker Tangretti
Cawley Harper Payne Taylor, E.Z.
Civera Harris Petrarca Taylor, J.
Clymer Hasay Petri Thomas
Cohen Hennessey Petrone Tigue
Cornell Herman Phillips True
Corrigan Hess Pickett Turzai
Costa Hickernell Pistella Veon
Crahalla Hutchinson Preston Vitali
Creighton James Pyle Wansacz
Cruz Josephs Quigley Waters
Curry Kauffman Ramaley Watson
Daley Keller, M. Rapp Wheatley
Dally Keller, W. Raymond Williams
DeLuca Kenney Readshaw Wilt
Denlinger Killion Reed Wojnaroski
Dermody Kirkland Reichley Wright
DeWeese LaGrotta Rieger Yewcic
DiGirolamo Leach Roberts Youngblood
Diven Lederer Roebuck Yudichak
Donatucci Leh Rohrer Zug
Eachus Lescovitz Rooney
Ellis Levdansky Ross Perzel,
Evans, D. Mackereth Rubley Speaker
Evans, J. Maher Ruffing

NAYS–5 
 
Gannon Kotik Nailor Walko
Gergely

NOT VOTING–0 
 

EXCUSED–4 
 
Flaherty Hershey Metcalfe Micozzie

The majority having voted in the affirmative, the question
was determined in the affirmative and the motion was agreed to.

On the question,
Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration as

amended?
Bill as amended was agreed to.

The SPEAKER. This bill has been considered on three
different days and agreed to and is now on final passage.

The question is, shall the bill pass finally?
Agreeable to the provisions of the Constitution, the yeas and

nays will now be taken.

The following roll call was recorded:

YEAS–198

Adolph Fairchild Maher Ruffing
Allen Feese Maitland Sabatina
Argall Fichter Major Sainato
Armstrong Fleagle Manderino Samuelson
Baker Flick Mann Santoni
Baldwin Forcier Markosek Sather
Barrar Frankel Marsico Saylor
Bastian Freeman McCall Scavello
Bebko-Jones Gabig McGeehan Schroder
Belardi Gannon McGill Semmel
Belfanti Geist McIlhattan Shaner
Benninghoff George McIlhinney Shapiro
Beyer Gerber McNaughton Siptroth
Biancucci Gergely Melio Smith, B.



2006 LEGISLATIVE JOURNAL—HOUSE 2539

Birmelin Gillespie Millard Smith, S.
Bishop Gingrich Miller, R. Solobay
Blackwell Godshall Miller, S. Sonney
Blaum Good Mundy Staback
Boyd Goodman Mustio Stairs
Bunt Grell Myers Steil
Buxton Grucela Nailor Stern
Caltagirone Gruitza Nickol Stevenson, R.
Cappelli Haluska O’Brien Stevenson, T.
Casorio Hanna O’Neill Sturla
Causer Harhai Oliver Surra
Cawley Harhart Pallone Tangretti
Civera Harper Parker Taylor, E.Z.
Clymer Harris Payne Taylor, J.
Cohen Hasay Petrarca Thomas
Cornell Hennessey Petri Tigue
Corrigan Herman Petrone True
Costa Hess Phillips Turzai
Crahalla Hickernell Pickett Veon
Creighton Hutchinson Pistella Vitali
Cruz James Preston Walko
Curry Josephs Pyle Wansacz
Daley Kauffman Quigley Waters
Dally Keller, M. Ramaley Watson
DeLuca Keller, W. Rapp Wheatley
Denlinger Kenney Raymond Williams
Dermody Killion Readshaw Wilt
DeWeese Kirkland Reed Wojnaroski
DiGirolamo Kotik Reichley Wright
Diven LaGrotta Rieger Yewcic
Donatucci Leach Roberts Youngblood
Eachus Lederer Roebuck Yudichak
Ellis Leh Rohrer Zug
Evans, D. Lescovitz Rooney
Evans, J. Levdansky Ross Perzel,
Fabrizio Mackereth Rubley Speaker

NAYS–0 
 

NOT VOTING–0 
 

EXCUSED–4 
 
Flaherty Hershey Metcalfe Micozzie

The majority required by the Constitution having voted in
the affirmative, the question was determined in the affirmative
and the bill passed finally.

Ordered, That the clerk return the same to the Senate with
the information that the House has passed the same with
amendment in which the concurrence of the Senate is requested.

RULES COMMITTEE MEETING

The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the majority leader,
who calls for an immediate meeting of the Rules Committee.

BILL ON CONCURRENCE
REREPORTED FROM COMMITTEE

SB 1206, PN 2253 By Rep. S. SMITH

An Act amending the act of June 15, 2006 (P.L.200, No.47),
entitled “An act designating the bridge carrying State Route 1025 over
Interstate 79 in North Strabane Township, Washington County, as
the Canon-McMillan Alumni Bridge,” further providing for the
Canon-McMillan Alumni Bridge designation; designating
State Route 830 extending from Interstate 80 to the DuBois-Jefferson
County Airport in Washington Township, Jefferson County, as the
Francis H. “Bud” Scherer Memorial Highway; designating the portion

of U.S. 6 in Linesville Borough, Crawford County, as the U.S. 6
“Gateway to the West” and “Gateway to Pennsylvania” and the portion
of U.S. 6 in Matamoras Borough, Pike County, as the U.S. 6 “Gateway
to the East” and “Gateway to Pennsylvania”; designating the bridge
on Interstate 79 crossing U.S. Route 6N in Washington Township,
Erie County, as the Dr. Ray F. Birchard Memorial Bridge; designating
Front Street, from Allegheny Avenue to Rocky Grove Avenue
in the Borough of Sugarcreek, Venango County, as the Mayor
John D. McClelland Honorary Highway; designating SR 255 from
SR 948, Fox Township, Elk County, to the former St. Marys Borough
line in Elk County, as the William F. Renwick Memorial Highway;
designating State Route 263 in Hatboro, Montgomery County, as
the Roy W. Cornell Memorial Highway; and renaming the portion of
State Route 837 in the city limits of Clairton, Allegheny County, as the
Dominic P. Serapiglia Memorial Highway.

RULES.

SUPPLEMENTAL CALENDAR B

BILL ON CONCURRENCE
IN SENATE AMENDMENTS
TO HOUSE AMENDMENTS

The House proceeded to consideration of concurrence in
Senate amendments to House amendments to SB 1285,
PN 2251, entitled:

An Act amending Title 71 (State Government) of the Pennsylvania
Consolidated Statutes, further providing for credited State service and
for classes of service.

On the question,
Will the House concur in Senate amendments to House

amendments?

The SPEAKER. It is moved by the gentleman, Mr. Smith,
that the House do concur in those amendments.

On the question recurring,
Will the House concur in Senate amendments to House

amendments?
The SPEAKER. Agreeable to the provisions of the

Constitution, the yeas and nays will now be taken.

The following roll call was recorded:

YEAS–198

Adolph Fairchild Maher Ruffing
Allen Feese Maitland Sabatina
Argall Fichter Major Sainato
Armstrong Fleagle Manderino Samuelson
Baker Flick Mann Santoni
Baldwin Forcier Markosek Sather
Barrar Frankel Marsico Saylor
Bastian Freeman McCall Scavello
Bebko-Jones Gabig McGeehan Schroder
Belardi Gannon McGill Semmel
Belfanti Geist McIlhattan Shaner
Benninghoff George McIlhinney Shapiro
Beyer Gerber McNaughton Siptroth
Biancucci Gergely Melio Smith, B.
Birmelin Gillespie Millard Smith, S.
Bishop Gingrich Miller, R. Solobay
Blackwell Godshall Miller, S. Sonney
Blaum Good Mundy Staback
Boyd Goodman Mustio Stairs



2540 LEGISLATIVE JOURNAL—HOUSE NOVEMBER 21

Bunt Grell Myers Steil
Buxton Grucela Nailor Stern
Caltagirone Gruitza Nickol Stevenson, R.
Cappelli Haluska O’Brien Stevenson, T.
Casorio Hanna O’Neill Sturla
Causer Harhai Oliver Surra
Cawley Harhart Pallone Tangretti
Civera Harper Parker Taylor, E.Z.
Clymer Harris Payne Taylor, J.
Cohen Hasay Petrarca Thomas
Cornell Hennessey Petri Tigue
Corrigan Herman Petrone True
Costa Hess Phillips Turzai
Crahalla Hickernell Pickett Veon
Creighton Hutchinson Pistella Vitali
Cruz James Preston Walko
Curry Josephs Pyle Wansacz
Daley Kauffman Quigley Waters
Dally Keller, M. Ramaley Watson
DeLuca Keller, W. Rapp Wheatley
Denlinger Kenney Raymond Williams
Dermody Killion Readshaw Wilt
DeWeese Kirkland Reed Wojnaroski
DiGirolamo Kotik Reichley Wright
Diven LaGrotta Rieger Yewcic
Donatucci Leach Roberts Youngblood
Eachus Lederer Roebuck Yudichak
Ellis Leh Rohrer Zug
Evans, D. Lescovitz Rooney
Evans, J. Levdansky Ross Perzel,
Fabrizio Mackereth Rubley Speaker

NAYS–0 
 

NOT VOTING–0 
 

EXCUSED–4 
 
Flaherty Hershey Metcalfe Micozzie

The majority required by the Constitution having voted in
the affirmative, the question was determined in the affirmative
and the amendments to House amendments were concurred in.

Ordered, That the clerk inform the Senate accordingly.

The SPEAKER. Would the gentleman, Mr. Gannon, please
come to the rostrum.

FAREWELL ADDRESS
BY MR. GANNON

The SPEAKER. Representative Thomas Gannon.
Mr. GANNON. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Many times the chapter of a book does not end quite the

way we would like, but since we did not write it, we turn
the page and move on to the next. This book is one in which
we cannot peek ahead. The pages just unfold before your eyes.
More often than not, they turn on their own.

This chapter in my life is now closing. I was disappointed
with the final page. I did not see it until 11:36 election night.
I am not going to do a book review. That would really not serve
any useful purpose as I say farewell to this chamber, the
people’s House.

My career as a member of the House of Representatives has
been one of great rewards and some disappointments. It is
the nature of the job and not unique to me. Many of you will
eventually say the same. I came here with a vision to make life

better for the people I represent: helping them to keep a roof
over their head, to put food on their table, to give their kids a
better education, to get better health care, and to make their
hometowns a better place to live, work, and raise their families.

Many of you will be returning next session. Some of you,
like me, are turning to the next chapter, where other places and
challenges lie ahead. I wish you well as you continue on your
journey.

May the road rise up to meet you,
May the wind always be to your back,
May the sun shine warm on your face,
And the rains fall soft upon your fields,
And until we meet again,
May God hold you in the palm of his hand.

Thank you.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the gentleman,
Mr. Grucela.

Mr. GRUCELA. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Mr. Speaker, request leave for the remainder of the day for

the gentleman from Cambria County, Mr. WOJNAROSKI.
The SPEAKER. Without objection, that leave will be

granted.
Mr. GRUCELA. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The SPEAKER. The Chair at this time requests the
gentleman, Mr. Bruce Smith, to please come to the rostrum.
Representative Smith.

Would Representative Cornell come to the rostrum.
Please keep the noise levels down.

FAREWELL ADDRESS
BY MR. B. SMITH

The SPEAKER. Representative Smith.
Mr. B. SMITH. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
I am sorry for the delay, but I wanted my three staff

members to be here while I addressed the House for the last
time.

Farewell speeches are the most difficult speeches to prepare
and, at the same time, the most meaningful. The last speech
that was this difficult for me was at the funeral service for
Sergeant at Arms Bob McCollum, my constituent and close
friend, and many of you knew him. He was normally right over
here on the right, and he knew all of you by name. At his
funeral service I said that I would speak from the heart, and that
is what I will do this afternoon.

What a fantastic honor to serve as a member of the House of
Representatives. Look around you at the splendor of this
chamber. You should never get tired of it; you should always be
impressed by it. The greatest view is not from the Speaker’s
chair. The Speaker cannot see “The Apotheosis” behind me,
with the figures of great Pennsylvanians like Benjamin
Franklin, a former Speaker of the House. The Speaker cannot
see the “First Reading of the Declaration of Independence” or
“Penn’s Treaty with the Indians.” My point is very simple: We
work day after day in a treasure. Our State Capitol has been
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voted the most beautiful of all 50 State Capitols, and I really
believe it is; I visited other State Capitols. But more than the
bricks and mortar are the people who work here every day and
support all of us. From the tour guides to the custodians, from
the Sergeants at Arms to the pages led by Cuppy and Wally, we
are blessed with a wonderful support group. We are all blessed
with fantastic research staffs, and they really do a job for all of
us on a daily basis.

I was blessed with a wonderful support group, three of
whom are in the chamber with us this afternoon: Carol Turner,
my administrative assistant, if you would rise, please;
Michelle Whitmyer, my Capitol secretary; and Jessica Toomey,
who worked for me at the district office and is now working for
Representative Merle Phillips. Thank you.

I also had, since I have been here 26 years, three former
staff members who have already retired: Pam Brown, whom
many of you know, who worked for Sam Hayes for years;
Cathy Troutman; and Gretta Clarke, all fantastic. Len Bennett
was my writer, and David Comes, my executive director.

I do not know about you, but one of my greatest pleasures is
helping a constituent with a problem with the State and
resolving that problem. We called them home runs when we had
difficult problems and resolved them in favor of our constituent.

As Representative Gannon said, today closes another chapter
of my life. As a former English teacher, I must leave you with a
lesson. My lesson is quite simple, and it will be more
meaningful next year, because next year I do not expect any
Republicans to be sitting on this side of the chamber, and my
lesson that I hope you remember with a divided House of 102 to
101 is, do not make that center aisle a no man’s land. I think the
best example of it that I can possibly give to you occurred
yesterday when we had a blood drive. I understand it was very
successful; I think 85 people participated. I want you to know
that I believe very much in donating blood and time after time,
to the total of 13 gallons. I have donated most of it to the
House Republican – no, I am saying that wrong – to the House
Blood Bank. So next time you pump gas and you get up to the
13-gallon mark, this 140-pound body gave that much for this
chamber.

I have as many close Democratic friends as Republicans. My
two greatest successes in 26 years could not have occurred
without Democratic support. Many Republicans do not know
what it is like to be in the minority, but I was in the minority for
12 years, so I know what it is like for you Democrats. But when
we were in the minority, I started to get complaints about the
traffic in my district that was going to what was then called the
New Cumberland Army Depot. I introduced an amendment
to the turnpike bill to put an exit at the New Cumberland
Army Depot. Thanks to Democratic support – and
Pete Wambach was the Dauphin County Representative at that
time – thanks to Democratic support from people like
Pete Wambach and other Democrats, that amendment was
attached to the turnpike bill, and the turnpike put a special exit
for the New Cumberland Army Depot. It is now the largest
employer in York County, and those BRAC (Base Realignment
and Closure) people from the Federal government have
never even mentioned closing what was then called the
New Cumberland Army Depot. It has a new name now.

The other great accomplishment that I am very proud of
was the greatest grass movement that I have ever seen in
politics and in government. Several utilities, specifically GPU
and Duquesne, decided they would have a power line, a

high-voltage power line, that would stretch from Beaver County
all the way to Three Mile Island, transecting half the State. As a
matter of fact, they moved the line, the proposed line – and this
is the truth, I was opposed to the line before these utility people
moved the line – they put it right next door to my house, this
high-voltage power line, not that there was any animosity
between the utility and me. But if it would not have been for
people like Frank LaGrotta and involved citizens throughout
half the State, we could not have defeated that power line.

My other accomplishments that I am very proud of are from
the Central Pennsylvania Republican Caucus. The State was in
the airport business. Governor Thornburgh talked about closing
Capital City Airport, which is in my district, and we worked
together with the unions, with Democrats, Republicans. We got
the State out of the airport business, and if any of you ever fly
out of Harrisburg International Airport and go through that new
terminal, there is no way the State would have ever constructed
that new terminal, a state of the art, and we just honored
Mr. Testa last week, who spearheaded that.

I am also very proud of the Central Pennsylvania Caucus.
We had veterans groups come to us. They were a million dollars
short in raising money for the Indiantown Gap National
Cemetery, to have an amphitheater and a memorial to veterans.
We had that included in the budget, and if you have not visited
that, you should do so.

And lastly, I am very proud of the fact that due to the
cooperation of John Perzel when he was majority leader, we
changed the terms of the tobacco settlement so that the Hershey
Medical Center for cancer research receives in 25 years the
equivalent of what Pittsburgh and Philadelphia would receive
for cancer research, and that amounts to 175 million more
dollars for central Pennsylvania.

I am very proud of having served on the Game and Fisheries
Committee, and I am so pleased that Minority Leader DeWeese
finally appointed a chairman who hunts. I am very proud
to have served with chairmen like Dave Mayernik,
Gaynor Cawley, and Joe Markosek, who were great chairmen
but did not hunt. So I now have Ed Staback, and we have a great
relationship. And if you talk to members of the committee, it is
bipartisan, Democrat bills, Republican bills, just the way it
should be, and the House video people fight to go on our
research trips for bear research and elk tours.

I am not sure who wants to be chairman of the Game and
Fisheries Committee. It is, believe it or not, a controversial
committee, but I feel that whoever takes the chairmanship,
we have two outstanding executive directors: Carl Roe for the
Pennsylvania Game Commission, Doug Austen for the Fish and
Boat Commission. I hope in the future you keep them as
independent agencies. As you recall, I talked about merging
them, and the hunters and anglers of Pennsylvania and all the
sportsmen’s clubs do not want it merged. They do not want one
agency, even though they could save $5 million a year. So when
next year comes and you need a hunting license increase, tell
your hunters that they did not want a merger, so now they have
to bite the bullet and pay for a license increase.

In closing, the middle aisle is an artificial barrier; it is not a
no man’s land.

Finally, you have heard different reasons for people retiring,
and I want to tell you why I am retiring. I am 72 years old.
I have served 26 years as a State Representative, I was a teacher
for 22 years, and I have 2 years in the Army. That is half a
century of public service. I love this job, but I also love my
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family. My wife, Pat, and I have been married 44 years, and she
is ecstatic about my retirement.

My daughter, Rhonda, graduated from Chaminade
University of Honolulu, married a Japanese man whose
company transfers its best employees every 5 years. Our
grandchildren were born in Italy, moved to Tokyo, and are now
in New York City.

Our younger daughter, Renee, graduated from Penn State
and followed her sister to Hawaii. My daughter, Renee, is now a
card-carrying member of the PGA (Professional Golfers’
Association) and is assistant head pro of the Makena golf course
on Maui. If any of you ever get to Maui and play golf, look her
up. Fred Trello played golf at her course before he passed away
and Sam Smith and his dad, Snuffy, played there. It is a great
course.

Mr. S. SMITH. Excuse me, Mr. Speaker.
Mr. B. SMITH. I believe you are out of order; you are out of

order.
Mr. S. SMITH. For the record, it was a family vacation, paid

for by my father and myself and my two sisters – just for the
record. And it is a great golf course, and they treated us very
nicely.

Mr. B. SMITH. I wanted you to admit that before you sat
down. Thank you.

So obviously Pat and I plan to travel a lot. Another thing,
another reality is, do not ever visit Tokyo in July or August.
Their heat and humidity are terrible. We visited in July or
August because of our voting schedule, and my wife got
pneumonia and has permanent lung damage as a result so that
we need warmer climates in the winter.

And I want to close, and I double-checked this and the
Speaker said something to me this afternoon, there is a
Hawaiian word “aloha.” Most people think it just means one
thing, but if you look it up in the dictionary, it means love,
affection, kindness, and of course it is a greeting for hello and
goodbye. I want you to know that I love this place, I loved
serving with all of you, and I wish you aloha.

Thank you.

The SPEAKER. Would Mr. Blaum please come to the
rostrum.

Would the gentleman, Mr. Birmelin, please come to the
rostrum.

JIM RUNK PRESENTED

The SPEAKER. The Chair at this time recognizes
Representative Geist for the purpose of a citation.

Please keep the noise levels down. The gentleman,
Mr. Geist, has a citation for a very special individual.

Mr. GEIST. Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker.
On this near-end last day of session, it is certainly a pleasure

for me to rise once again and celebrate another moment in
transportation. Last week we had the opportunity to represent to
this body and present Fred Testa on his retirement from the
Harrisburg International Airport and recognize the great things
that he has done for aviation. We also have an industry in
Pennsylvania that is very much a part of our economy, and
that is the Pennsylvania trucking industry, and Pennsylvania
Motor Truck does a great job at representing them.

And for those of you, and I know that Keith knows all of this
stuff like the back of his hand, but Pennsylvania has 42 percent
more trucking than New York and New Jersey combined, just to
give you a little idea how big the trucking industry really is in
Pennsylvania, and Jim Runk has represented that industry very
well. I wanted to present this House citation today, because Jim
was just recognized by the American Trucking Associations
President’s Federation Award during ATA’s Management
Conference & Exhibition on October 30, 2006.

I am just really pleased to have Jim here today and present
this House citation to him and thank Jim and the trucking
industry for all they do for our economy in Pennsylvania, and I
would ask that you give him a warm welcome and round of
applause.

REPUBLICAN CAUCUS

The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the gentlelady,
Mrs. Taylor, for the purpose of an announcement.

Mrs. TAYLOR. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
There will be an immediate caucus. We have some bills that

have come back from the Senate. We hope to have it done in a
half-hour and be back on the floor in a half-hour.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentlelady.

DEMOCRATIC CAUCUS

The SPEAKER. The gentleman, Mr. Cohen.
Mr. COHEN. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Mr. Speaker, the Democrats will also caucus on what I hope

and believe will be the final bills added to our schedule for the
2005-2006 legislative session.

RECESS

The SPEAKER. The House will be in recess until 4:45.

AFTER RECESS

The time of recess having expired, the House was called to
order.

RULES COMMITTEE MEETING

The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the majority leader,
who calls for an immediate meeting of the Rules Committee.

BILLS ON CONCURRENCE
REPORTED FROM COMMITTEE

HB 183, PN 4383 By Rep. S. SMITH

An Act amending the act of January 19, 1968 (1967 P.L.992,
No.442), entitled, as amended, “An act authorizing the Commonwealth
of Pennsylvania and the local government units thereof to preserve,
acquire or hold land for open space uses,” further providing for local
taxing options; and providing for land trusts.

RULES.
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HB 881, PN 4940 By Rep. S. SMITH

An Act amending the act of November 10, 1999 (P.L.491, No.45),
known as the Pennsylvania Construction Code Act, further defining
“agricultural building”; further providing for administration and
enforcement, for applications and inspections, for changes in Uniform
Construction Code, for appeals, for education and training programs
and for exemptions.

RULES.

HB 1427, PN 4945 (Amended) By Rep. S. SMITH

An Act amending the act of December 31, 1965 (P.L.1257,
No.511), known as The Local Tax Enabling Act, further providing for
delegation of taxing powers.

RULES.

SUPPLEMENTAL CALENDAR F

BILL ON CONCURRENCE
IN SENATE AMENDMENTS

The House proceeded to consideration of concurrence in
Senate amendments to HB 881, PN 4940, entitled:

An Act amending the act of November 10, 1999 (P.L.491, No.45),
known as the Pennsylvania Construction Code Act, further defining
“agricultural building”; further providing for administration and
enforcement, for applications and inspections, for changes in
Uniform Construction Code, for appeals, for education and training
programs and for exemptions.

On the question,
Will the House concur in Senate amendments?

The SPEAKER. It is moved by the gentleman, Mr. Allen,
that the House do concur in the amendments inserted by the
Senate.

On that question, the Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Schuylkill, Mr. Allen.

Mr. ALLEN. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
I would like to defer to the gentleman from Bucks County,

Mr. Steil, and then I have a question for him, Mr. Speaker.
The SPEAKER. The gentleman is in order. The Chair

recognizes the gentleman, Mr. Steil.
Mr. STEIL. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
This legislation came back from the Senate with several

significant changes, and I will be happy to just run through
those changes. There are about five or six of them.

First of all, the bill includes language now in the definition to
exclude structures used to grow mushrooms and includes that
definition in “AGRICULTURAL BUILDING.” So essentially
those kinds of structures are now exempt from the Uniform
Construction Code.

The bill was changed to give the city of Philadelphia
10 business days to issue decisions after a UCC appeal. There
are 5 business days for other municipalities.

The bill was changed to require that Construction Code
officials, appeals boards, and courts rely upon code
interpretations of the International Code Council and relevant
technical organizations.

The bill was changed to require municipalities to approve
residential building plans within 5 days if they are submitted by
a licensed, registered design professional.

The bill was changed to clarify that municipalities must
grant or deny in whole or part an application for the certificate
of occupancy within 5 business days. Philadelphia is granted
10 business days.

All of the language established for inspection time limits and
abilities of code inspectors or municipalities to use third-party
officials was removed from the bill. This was somewhat
contentious when it left the House; it has been removed in the
Senate.

There is also language that will change the bill to add
language that permits are not required for the installation,
repair, or alteration of generation and transmission and
distribution equipment from public service agencies.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman.
The gentleman, Mr. Allen.
Mr. ALLEN. I would ask the gentleman to stand for

interrogation, please.
The SPEAKER. The gentleman indicates he will stand for

interrogation. The gentleman is in order and may proceed.
Mr. ALLEN. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
I have a question on intent of the law, and I refer to page 9 of

the bill dealing with the permit exemptions for public service
agencies, including the utilities that generate electricity and
water and steam. Is it the intent that that be in the law, if
passed?

Mr. STEIL. Yes. The current permit exemption for utilities
included in the UCC regulation uses the term “public utilities”
as defined in Title 66, section 102. The Department of Labor
and Industry has acknowledged that the use of this term was
probably mistaken and has had an unintended effect on the
exemption. One of the unintended effects is that the current
exemption language does not include actual generation facilities
used by electric companies. So the language in the bill has been
changed to reflect public service agencies, which then falls back
on a definition already in place in the International Building
Code. So this would exempt those transmission and generating
facilities, public service facilities, from the requirements of the
UCC.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman, Mr. Allen.
Mr. ALLEN. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I have no further

questions.
The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the gentleman,

Mr. Caltagirone. The gentleman waives off.
The Chair recognizes the gentlelady, Ms. Harper.
Ms. HARPER. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Would the gentleman, Representative Steil, stand for a

couple of questions, for brief interrogation?
The SPEAKER. The gentleman indicates he will stand for

interrogation. The gentlelady is in order.
Ms. HARPER. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
The provision in this bill that concerns me deals with the

time limit for municipal inspectors, code inspectors, or building
permit issuers to issue a permit. My understanding of current
law is that the time limit is 30 days. The bill drops this to
5 business days except in the city of Philadelphia where it is
10 business days. My question is whether “business days” is
defined so that a small rural municipality which has a part-time
building inspector can count only those days when he is
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employed by the municipality or whether “business days” is left
to one’s imagination or perhaps 5 days of the usual workweek.
That is my question, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. STEIL. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
If you refer to the bill on page 6, beginning on line 6, that

language was not changed by the Senate. It is 15 business days
from the filing. So “Every application for a construction permit
for one-family and two-family dwelling units and utility”
buildings “and miscellaneous use structures shall be granted or
denied…within 15 business days….” That is current law.

Ms. HARPER. Mr. Speaker, I believe that the gentleman
misunderstood my question.

The SPEAKER. The gentlelady will restate.
Ms. HARPER. My question was not with regard to different

versions of this bill but the change in current law which is
30 days for building permits, which for one- and two-family
dwellings has been reduced to 5 business days, and my question
remains, in a small community which only has a building permit
issuer on a part-time basis, do the business days relate to the
days that that individual is employed or not?

Mr. STEIL. Again, Mr. Speaker, this language was in the bill
as it left here. Now, that language may not be acceptable, but it
has not changed. We are dealing here with the Senate
amendments.

Ms. HARPER. Mr. Speaker, I have another question on the
same line, if I might.

The city of Philadelphia gets 10 business days to issue a
permit, but a small rural community which does not have a
full-time staff only gets 5 business days to issue a permit.
Would the gentleman be able to explain to me why that is so?

Mr. STEIL. I cannot explain why the Senate in their
wisdom believed that the city of Philadelphia, with all of their
resources, cannot accomplish something that municipalities can
accomplish in 5 days but the city of Philadelphia needs 10 days.
I do not know why they did that. I do not agree necessarily with
that, but they did it in their wisdom.

Ms. HARPER. Thank you very much.
Mr. Speaker, may I comment on the bill?
The SPEAKER. The gentlelady is in order.
Ms. HARPER. I will be voting “no” on this bill because

I believe it provides a substantial detriment to small suburban
and rural communities that do not have full-time staff by
requiring building permits to be issued in 5 business days when
even the city of Philadelphia, which has an entire municipal
services building, is not required to issue them for 10 days. This
is an unreasonable burden on our local governments and on the
people that they and we represent, so I will be voting “no.”

Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker.
The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentlelady.
The gentleman, Mr. Freeman.
Mr. FREEMAN. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Mr. Speaker, would the gentleman, Mr. Steil, stand for a

brief period of interrogation?
The SPEAKER. The gentleman, Mr. Steil, indicates he will

stand for interrogation. The gentleman is in order.
Mr. FREEMAN. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Mr. Speaker, earlier versions of this bill met with

considerable opposition from those who actually do code
inspections. Can the gentleman tell us whether in fact they are
now supportive of this legislation or have not expressed an
opinion or are still in opposition?

Mr. STEIL. Codes enforcement officials were involved, as
we understand it, in the negotiations in the Senate and have
signed off on this version. They have not expressed any
opposition to what was done. There has been some concern
about the fact that language regarding inspection time limits
was removed from this bill because it was a very difficult
negotiation in the original bill, and we will have to come back
to it. But since it affects all parties, apparently all parties have
said that while it was removed, they have agreed to the removal
of that language.

Mr. FREEMAN. Given the fact that the bill, I believe, was
amended yesterday, are we clear on the fact that the code
inspectors’ association has had ample opportunity to look at this
final version?

Mr. STEIL. I cannot speak to the entire bill, but the
Pennsylvania Association of Building Officials has personally
added to this bill the language regarding public utilities, so they
were directly involved in that. I cannot tell you whether or not
they added language in any other section. Nevertheless, they
have been involved in the negotiations on this bill during the
Senate process.

Mr. FREEMAN. But to the best of your knowledge, they
have not officially taken a stand either for or against this bill in
this final version? To the best of your knowledge, the code
inspectors’ association has not taken a stand either for or against
this bill in the version that stands before us today.

Mr. STEIL. Our understanding is that they support the bill as
it came over to us, but that is an understanding. They have not
contacted me directly.

Mr. FREEMAN. Okay. I thank the gentleman.
Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I have concluded my interrogation.
The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman.

PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRY

The SPEAKER. The gentleman, Mr. Yewcic.
Mr. YEWCIC. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
A quick parliamentary inquiry on the bill.
The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state.
Mr. YEWCIC. On page 5, line 23, of the bill – I am reading

from line 23 to 24 on our screen – the grammar is a little bit out
of whack. It has two words, if I could read it, “…a board of
appeal and a court may SHALL consider…,” from 23 to line 24.
The grammar is off, and I was wondering how that would be
corrected.

The SPEAKER. Would the gentleman state his concern
again?

Mr. YEWCIC. On line 23 on our screen, the bill as it appears
on our computer, to line 24, the structure of the sentence does
not make a lot of sense in the way it reads. It has the words
“may” and “shall” together. “Shall” is capitalized; of course,
that was amended into the bill.

The SPEAKER. In our opinion, the two together work.
They may rely upon.

The gentleman, Mr. Steil.
Mr. STEIL. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
In the printed version of the bill which we have, the “may” is

crossed off. It does not appear on the screen, apparently because
of the digital presentation of it, but it is crossed off in the
printed version of the bill.
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The SPEAKER. Yes, we have the printed version here. It is
crossed off.

Mr. YEWCIC. So it is a typo, in other words, on our screen,
correct?

The SPEAKER. Well, on the screen only. The bill is correct.
Mr. YEWCIC. All right. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman.

The gentleman, Mr. Belfanti.
Mr. BELFANTI. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of HB 881 on concurrence.

Let the members of this chamber understand this: UCC is a
work in progress. When we adopted the legislation well over a
year ago, we had the Department of Labor and Industry on one
end, the builders on the other end, the code people in the
middle, the township and other municipal officials all over the
board. It has taken us 5 years, it took us 5 years to get to that
point, and we passed a very complicated Uniform Construction
Code, which we said at the time of its adoption we would be
here to revisit. We stated that we knew there were going to be
problems that would arise, and we would give the townships
and the boroughs and the code people and the department and
the builders and all the other stakeholders ample opportunity to
revisit the issue, come back to us with their problems, and let us
see how we can work things out. And last evening, Mr. Speaker,
all of those stakeholders sat down – my understanding, it was in
the wee hours of the morning that this legislation was
hammered out – and the one thing that all the stakeholders
agreed to or on is that this legislation is better than what they
are working under now.

Believe me, Mr. Speaker, UCC is not going away. This is not
the last UCC bill we are going to see here. We are probably
going to see it here again next session, some people will see it
for several sessions. But as I said, it is a work in progress, and
all of the organizations that were involved in the negotiations
are either in support of this bill or are taking no position, but
none of these organizations are opposing this legislation.
Therefore, I think let us better what we did a year ago, and
again, we will be back next year or the year after with some
other revisions, but this is much better and much clearer to the
people that need to implement this Uniform Construction Code
than what they are operating under now.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman.
The Chair recognizes the gentleman, Mr. Daley.
Mr. DALEY. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
As the ag chair, the Democrat ag chair, I wholeheartedly

support HB 881. The mushroom industry in Pennsylvania is
fighting other States. It is a very competitive national and
international business, and we believe that this is one way of
developing an advantage for those mushroom growers in
southeastern Pennsylvania. It is my understanding this bill will
take those mushroom warehouses and define them as
agricultural buildings as opposed to commercial buildings,
therefore being out of the Construction Code. We think it is
very imperative, any advantage we can give to any agricultural
industry in Pennsylvania that helps to promote that industry in a
more competitive advantage over other States and other areas
and regions of the country, it is a great step. Therefore,
Mr. Speaker, I wholeheartedly support HB 881 on concurrence.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman.
The Chair recognizes the gentleman, Mr. Caltagirone.
Mr. CALTAGIRONE. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
I would concur with the two previous speakers. This is an

excellent bill. It is not perfect. The compromises have been
worked out with many of the groups, and I would urge my
fellow members to please vote in the affirmative.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman.
The gentleman, Mr. Stairs.
Mr. STAIRS. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
As other members have commented, this bill is not there yet

but we are going in the right direction, and I suspect that as we
begin the next session in a matter of a month or so, that we are
going to be on the ways to improve this bill. But I hope
we can vote for this and keep the momentum going to make a
Uniform Construction Code, as the name implies, a uniform
construction code, because as we go across this Commonwealth,
it is not uniform and there are many problems. But I want to be
optimistic and say the glass is half full and not half empty, and
let us keep moving forward.

I would appreciate your vote. Thank you.
The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman.
On the question, Mr. Samuelson.
Mr. SAMUELSON. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
One of the previous speakers said we are moving in the right

direction, and another one of the previous speakers said this bill
was hammered out in the wee hours of the morning last night.
Well, that does not raise my comfort level given the recent
history of this legislature.

If you look on your screen, you will notice that this bill has
had eight different versions. Since this House voted on July 1 on
this legislation, the Senate has amended this bill four times, in
late September, early October, late October, and then just within
the last 24 hours, and it looks like from our computer screens
the Senate vote was today, a matter of a few hours ago.
I daresay there is not a person in this room who has had the
chance to talk to their local officials about the impact of the
latest version of this legislation.

This bill did spend 6 months in our Local Government
Committee last year. Perhaps a better legislative process would
be to have this bill be considered by the Local Government
Committee early in the next session. That way all of the
stakeholders would have a chance to read this language,
language that is less than 24 hours old, and communicate with
each of us. I think we need a better process, and I think this bill
should be considered next year by the Local Government
Committee, not on a fast track tonight.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman.
Mr. Allen.
Mr. ALLEN. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
I ask for a “yes” vote. All the working parties have been

working on this at the House and the Senate level, back and
forth. There is no group that is opposing this bill. It is another
step in the right direction. Yes, are you going to return to
the issue some time in the future? You will return to the issue
four or five different times.

I ask for a “yes” vote because it is a progressive vote.
Thank you.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman, Mr. Maher.
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Mr. MAHER. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Would Mr. Steil be able to receive an inquiry?
The SPEAKER. The gentleman indicates he will stand. The

gentleman is in order.
Mr. MAHER. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Mr. Speaker, the bill refers to “licensed design

professionals,” and I do not see a definition in the bill itself.
Is that already defined in the code?

Mr. STEIL. My understanding is that that is a term of art that
is used by architects, engineers, and other design professionals.
It is not defined specifically in the bill itself. It may be in the
code, but we would have to check.

Mr. MAHER. Now, Mr. Speaker, we have a whole series of
professions which are licensed in Pennsylvania. We have
engineers; we have architects. We go through a long list. Can
you speak to the question of why this language uses a term to
qualify or disqualify whether or not something is satisfactory
under the law by using a standard which is not defined in the
law?

Mr. STEIL. Okay. First of all, when the bill left here, we had
architects. The Senate, they have not shared their reasoning with
me. However, the current International Building Code, the IBC,
does use the term “licensed registered design professionals.”
Now, we are checking to determine whether or not there is an
actual definition of that, but that term is included in the
International Building Code today, and they broadened the
language to that, “licensed registered design professionals” from
the term “architect.”

Mr. MAHER. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
I am very concerned about the prospect that our

2500 municipalities will need to enforce a standard and
determine whether or not an individual qualifies as a licensed
design professional when it is not established in Pennsylvania
law what constitutes a licensed design professional. If we mean
architects, we should say architects. If we mean engineers, we
should say engineers. There is a whole range of things that
people might hold licenses for that are not licenses issued by the
State of Pennsylvania or are regulated but not regulated by the
State of Pennsylvania.

MOTION TO SUSPEND RULES

Mr. MAHER. For this reason, Mr. Speaker, I would like to
make a motion that we revert to an earlier printer’s number
where this is actually provided with definition, and it would
be— I move to suspend the rules, I move to suspend the rules
for the immediate consideration of a reversion to the prior
printer’s number of this legislation, the printer’s number being
the one associated with it when it was last approved by this
chamber.

For clarification, Mr. Speaker, I believe that would be
PN 4512.

The SPEAKER. That would be the correct printer’s number,
4512.

It is moved by the gentleman, Mr. Maher, that the rules of
the House be suspended immediately for a reconsideration of
HB 881, to revert to prior printer’s number 4512.

On the question,
Will the House agree to the motion?

The SPEAKER. On that motion, which is debatable by the
floor leaders, the majority leader defers to the gentleman from
Schuylkill, Mr. Allen.

Mr. ALLEN. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
I ask for a “no” vote on the suspension of the rules.

This would kill the bill. It is very obvious at the late hour.
I understand the gentleman’s concern.

Since I am the only one on this side of the aisle that can
say anything on this, through the majority leader, I ask for a
“no” vote.

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman, Mr. DeWeese, defer—

PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRY

The SPEAKER. The gentleman, Mr. Belfanti.
Mr. BELFANTI. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Mr. Speaker, first I have a point of parliamentary inquiry.
The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state.
Mr. BELFANTI. Would the effect of the adoption of this

reversion to a prior printer’s number be that this bill
immediately goes back to the Senate, or would it instead end up
in a conference committee?

The SPEAKER. Well, first we have to suspend the rules, and
then the gentleman is offering a motion to revert to a prior
printer’s number, which if passed would have to go back to the
Senate for another vote.

Mr. BELFANTI. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
On the issue of suspension.
The SPEAKER. The gentleman is in order.
Mr. BELFANTI. Mr. Speaker, I strongly oppose suspension

of the rules on this issue and the subsequent issue of reverting to
a prior printer’s number.

Representative Allen is absolutely correct. Whether this
would go back to the Senate now is a moot issue. They are
leaving town. They are not returning tomorrow. It kills this bill,
and all of the stakeholders are for this legislation, as I said, or
taking no position, one stakeholder taking no position.

Please vote against suspension of the rules.

PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRY

The SPEAKER. For what purpose does the gentleman,
Mr. Samuelson, rise?

Mr. SAMUELSON. Parliamentary inquiry.
The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state.
Mr. SAMUELSON. The motion to revert to PN 4512, my

inquiry is that on the computer screen, it appears that version
4520 was actually as this bill left the House. There were
amendments that day on July 1, and after those amendments
were incorporated in, are we not talking about reverting to 4520
instead?

The SPEAKER. No; we are not talking about reversion at all
right now. We are talking about suspension of the rules. We
will, we will—

Mr. SAMUELSON. If the intent of the maker is to have the
bill as it left the House, is 4520 the appropriate number?

The SPEAKER. 4512 is the appropriate number.
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MOTION WITHDRAWN

The SPEAKER. The gentleman, Mr. Maher. For what
purpose does the gentleman rise?

Mr. MAHER. Mr. Speaker, I am just withdrawing my
motion for suspension of the rules. Thank you.

The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman.

On the question recurring,
Will the House concur in Senate amendments?
The SPEAKER. Agreeable to the provisions of the

Constitution, the yeas and nays will now be taken.

(Members proceeded to vote.)

LEAVES OF ABSENCE

The SPEAKER. The Chair returns to leaves of absence.
The gentleman, Mr. ADOLPH; the gentleman,

Mr. ARMSTRONG; and the gentleman, Mr. VITALI, will all
be placed on leave, without objection.

CONSIDERATION OF HB 881 CONTINUED

On the question recurring,
Will the House concur in Senate amendments?

The following roll call was recorded:

YEAS–168

Allen Fairchild Markosek Sather
Argall Feese McCall Saylor
Baker Fichter McGeehan Scavello
Baldwin Fleagle McGill Schroder
Barrar Flick McIlhattan Semmel
Bastian Frankel McIlhinney Shaner
Bebko-Jones Gannon McNaughton Shapiro
Belardi Geist Melio Siptroth
Belfanti George Millard Smith, B.
Benninghoff Gerber Miller, S. Smith, S.
Beyer Gergely Mundy Solobay
Biancucci Gillespie Mustio Sonney
Birmelin Godshall Myers Staback
Bishop Good Nickol Stairs
Blackwell Goodman O’Brien Steil
Blaum Grucela Oliver Stern
Bunt Gruitza Parker Stevenson, R.
Buxton Haluska Petrarca Stevenson, T.
Caltagirone Hanna Petrone Sturla
Cappelli Harhai Phillips Surra
Causer Harhart Pickett Tangretti
Cawley Harris Pistella Taylor, E.Z.
Civera Hasay Preston Taylor, J.
Clymer Hennessey Pyle Thomas
Cohen Herman Quigley Tigue
Cornell Hess Ramaley True
Corrigan Hickernell Rapp Turzai
Costa Hutchinson Raymond Veon
Cruz James Readshaw Walko
Daley Josephs Reed Wansacz
Dally Keller, W. Reichley Waters
DeLuca Kenney Rieger Wheatley
Denlinger Killion Roberts Williams
Dermody Kirkland Roebuck Wilt
DeWeese Kotik Rohrer Wright
DiGirolamo Leach Rooney Yewcic
Diven Lederer Ross Youngblood
Donatucci Leh Rubley Yudichak

Eachus Lescovitz Ruffing Zug
Ellis Levdansky Sabatina
Evans, D. Major Sainato Perzel,
Evans, J. Manderino Santoni Speaker
Fabrizio Mann

NAYS–25

Boyd Gabig Mackereth O’Neill
Casorio Gingrich Maher Pallone
Crahalla Grell Maitland Payne
Creighton Harper Marsico Petri
Curry Kauffman Miller, R. Samuelson
Forcier Keller, M. Nailor Watson
Freeman

NOT VOTING–0 
 

EXCUSED–9 
 
Adolph Hershey Metcalfe Vitali
Armstrong LaGrotta Micozzie Wojnaroski
Flaherty

The majority required by the Constitution having voted in
the affirmative, the question was determined in the affirmative
and the amendments were concurred in.

Ordered, That the clerk inform the Senate accordingly.

BILL REMOVED FROM TABLE

The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the majority leader.
Mr. S. SMITH. Mr. Speaker, I move that SB 1353 be taken

off the table.

On the question,
Will the House agree to the motion?
Motion was agreed to.

BILL ON SECOND CONSIDERATION

The following bill, having been called up, was considered
for the second time and agreed to, and ordered transcribed for
third consideration:

SB 1353, PN 2145.

SUPPLEMENTAL CALENDAR G

BILL ON CONCURRENCE
IN SENATE AMENDMENTS

AS AMENDED

The House proceeded to consideration of concurrence in
Senate amendments to the following HB 1427, PN 4945, as
further amended by the House Rules Committee:

An Act amending the act of December 31, 1965 (P.L.1257,
No.511), known as The Local Tax Enabling Act, further providing for
delegation of taxing powers.

On the question,
Will the House concur in Senate amendments as amended by

the Rules Committee?
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The SPEAKER. It is moved by the gentleman,
Mr. Denlinger, that the House concur in the amendments.

On that question, the Chair recognizes the gentleman,
Mr. Levdansky.

Mr. LEVDANSKY. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Mr. Speaker, this bill passed the Senate and was amended in

the Senate to deal with an issue pertaining to the amusement tax
in the city of Allentown. It came to the House and was amended
in the Rules Committee. The Rules Committee amendment is
what I believe is egregious language that is going to be very
problematic for a school district and a municipality in
Allegheny County.

Under the amendment that was inserted here in the
Rules Committee, it deals with language that says that an
amusement tax shall not be levied on a fixed-site amusement
park that has a national historic designation. There is only
one such facility in the Commonwealth. It is called Kennywood.
It is our favorite amusement park in southwestern or, I would
argue, in western Pennsylvania. The amusement tax, as it is
applied by both the school district and the Borough of
West Mifflin, yields about $1 1/2 million. That is split roughly
$1 million to the municipality of West Mifflin, and it also
generates about a half a million for the school district of
West Mifflin.

Under this amendment inserted in the Rules Committee, both
the school district and the municipality would see a 50-percent
reduction in the revenue that they receive in their next fiscal
year. For the Borough of West Mifflin, the next fiscal year
begins on January 1. That is about 5 1/2 weeks from now, and
the school district would receive about a 50-percent cut in
revenue beginning next July the 1st. In the second fiscal year,
which is really only a year and 6 weeks for the borough and
about 17 months for the school district, the amusement tax
would be eliminated, so neither the school district nor the
borough would receive any revenue.

Mr. Speaker, what this essentially amounts to will be an
enormous tax shift off of an amusement tax base and on to a
local property tax base. A million and a half dollars of revenue
will need to be made up some way, and that some way, if you
are at the local level, there is not much choice. You are probably
already at the maximum, half a percent on your wage tax. Your
choice is going to be to raise your local property taxes.

Now, let me make it clear, Mr. Speaker. This is a privately
held company, and so we cannot understand exactly what
they feel the necessity for this exemption. Understand, this is
one amusement park arguing that in the entire Commonwealth,
only this amusement park under this amendment would be
exempt from collecting and forwarding on to the borough and
the school district the amusement tax.

And let me make it clear what the amusement tax is. This is
not a tax on a company’s profits, on their profitability. This is a
user fee that is added to the price of admissions, and then that
is collected by the amusement park and forwarded on to the
two taxing bodies. So it is our constituents who use the
amusement park, who then pay the amusement tax for the
services provided by the borough and the school district, but
under this amendment, that would not be permitted.

I asked, thinking there has to be some rationale for
exempting one park from the amusement tax, I inquired as to
why, and if we are going to abolish the amusement tax for one
park, will we see a decline, will we see a reduction in the prices
of the tickets that my constituents and others pay when they go

to the park, and I was told, no; we will not be in a position to
lower prices in 2007.

What that means, given that this one private company that
owns this park will not lower their prices if this bill becomes
law, what it means is, they are just going to get a huge increase
in their profit margins, a huge windfall profit in their profit
margins. Now, why is that? I do not know that— I do not see
that they are in any sort of financial distress. This is an
amusement park that is growing, that continues to make
investments in new rides, that continues to buy other
amusement facilities in western Pennsylvania. This is a strong
privately held company, and to enact this amendment, which
eliminates the amusement tax for only one, one park in the
Commonwealth, I think is absolutely egregious and should
stand as the poster child for special interest legislation that we
ought not be enacting.

Mr. Speaker, I also believe to do this is unfair to other
amusement parks in the Commonwealth. I would acknowledge
that we need to take a look at the reform and some changes to
the amusement tax in Pennsylvania, but that ought to be
something that we do across the board and not just to benefit
one particular private company.

Mr. Speaker, I would also urge opposition to this amendment
because I believe it violates the uniformity clause of the State
Constitution. We are supposed to be taxing entities fairly and in
a uniform fashion. To carve out an exemption for one particular
park, I believe, violates the uniformity clause as well.

Mr. Speaker, I understand that there is strong bipartisan and
bicameral support for the language that was inserted into the bill
in the Senate relative to Allentown, and in order to help
facilitate the enactment of legislation that seems to have strong
bipartisan, bicameral agreement in both chambers for
Allentown, Mr. Speaker, I would move that we revert to the
prior printer’s number on HB 1427.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman would have to suspend the
rules to do so.

Mr. LEVDANSKY. Mr. Speaker, my understanding is I—
I do not particularly want to amend the bill. I just want to go
back to how the bill was when it was reported from the Senate.
So I would request that we simply revert to HB 1427, PN 4938.

The SPEAKER. That is, in effect, an amendment.
The Chair thanks the gentleman.
On the suspension, is the gentleman making a motion for

suspension?
Mr. LEVDANSKY. Mr. Speaker, I understand your

interpretation is that a motion to revert to prior printer’s
numbers is identical to a motion to amend. Is that correct?

The SPEAKER. Yes, it is; that is correct.

MOTION TO SUSPEND RULES

Mr. LEVDANSKY. Okay. Essentially what that does is,
it forces us in the House to suspend the rules with a two-thirds
majority when the Rules Committee could put a fix in on a
simple majority vote—

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman have a question?
Mr. LEVDANSKY. We have got to make a two-thirds vote

to suspend the rules to undo the fix. Given that case,
Mr. Speaker, I will make a motion that we amend HB 1427 and
revert to PN 4938.
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On the question,
Will the House agree to the motion?

The SPEAKER. On the suspension, Mr. Leh. For what
purpose does the gentleman rise? It is only debatable by the
floor leaders.

Mr. LEH. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
I would like to speak on the motion.
The SPEAKER. Only debatable by the floor leaders.

The gentleman, Mr. Smith, yields to the gentleman, Mr. Leh.
Mr. Leh.

Mr. LEH. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
I would like to ask for a “no” vote on the motion to suspend.

I think this House needs to understand that this House has
already passed by more than 150 votes this identical language in
HB 1082 this session, and I think that is an example of much
support for this legislation, and I would ask the members who
supported this in the past to oppose the motion to suspend the
rules.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman, Mr. DeWeese, wish to

defer to the gentlelady, Miss Mann? The gentlelady is in order.
Miss MANN. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
I rise to ask the members’ support for the motion to suspend

the rules so that we can move towards movement to a prior
printer’s number. I think it is very important to understand there
are two very separate issues here addressing the amusement tax.

First and foremost, as relating to the city of Allentown, this
is a tax that has not yet been implemented nor is it being
collected. There is no negative impact or loss of revenue to the
residents in the city of Allentown should this legislation become
law. Additionally, there remains a lack of consensus on the
legislation for the Kennywood language, and my suggestion is
that regardless of how you feel about the Kennywood situation,
understand that there are concerns of constitutionality, and
I have been told by the Governor he will veto this bill; he will
veto this bill if the Kennywood language is included. So
therefore, we succeed in doing nothing but allowing two issues
to go unresolved here this evening.

I am asking for your support for a motion to suspend the
rules so at least one community in this Commonwealth can
address a problem and resolve it here on the floor.

Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker.
The SPEAKER. Mr. Leh.
Mr. LEH. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
I would like to respond to the lady from Lehigh that every

single argument that has been made in defense of granting this
exemption to Lehigh County can also be made for the facility
out in Allegheny, and why one and not the other? And I would
ask that my opposition to suspension of the rules stand and
request that the members support it.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

On the question recurring,
Will the House agree to the motion?

The following roll call was recorded:

YEAS–104

Allen Fabrizio Maitland Sabatina
Barrar Feese Manderino Sainato

Bebko-Jones Fleagle Mann Samuelson
Belardi Frankel Markosek Santoni
Belfanti Freeman McCall Scavello
Beyer George McGeehan Semmel
Biancucci Gerber Melio Shaner
Bishop Gergely Mundy Shapiro
Blackwell Goodman Mustio Siptroth
Blaum Grucela Myers Solobay
Buxton Gruitza O’Brien Staback
Caltagirone Haluska Oliver Sturla
Casorio Hanna Pallone Surra
Cawley Harhai Parker Tangretti
Cohen Harhart Petrarca Taylor, J.
Corrigan James Petrone Thomas
Costa Josephs Pistella Tigue
Cruz Keller, W. Preston Veon
Curry Kenney Ramaley Walko
Dally Kirkland Readshaw Wansacz
DeLuca Kotik Reichley Waters
Dermody Leach Rieger Wheatley
DeWeese Lederer Roberts Williams
Donatucci Lescovitz Roebuck Yewcic
Eachus Levdansky Rooney Youngblood
Evans, D. Maher Ruffing Yudichak

NAYS–88

Argall Forcier Marsico Rubley
Baker Gabig McGill Sather
Baldwin Gannon McIlhattan Saylor
Benninghoff Geist McIlhinney Schroder
Birmelin Gillespie McNaughton Smith, B.
Boyd Gingrich Millard Smith, S.
Bunt Godshall Miller, R. Sonney
Cappelli Good Miller, S. Stairs
Causer Grell Nailor Steil
Civera Harper Nickol Stern
Clymer Harris O’Neill Stevenson, R.
Cornell Hasay Payne Stevenson, T.
Crahalla Hennessey Petri Taylor, E.Z.
Creighton Herman Phillips True
Daley Hess Pickett Turzai
Denlinger Hickernell Pyle Watson
DiGirolamo Hutchinson Quigley Wilt
Diven Kauffman Rapp Wright
Ellis Keller, M. Raymond Zug
Evans, J. Killion Reed
Fairchild Leh Rohrer Perzel,
Fichter Mackereth Ross Speaker
Flick Major

NOT VOTING–1 
 
Bastian

EXCUSED–9 
 
Adolph Hershey Metcalfe Vitali
Armstrong LaGrotta Micozzie Wojnaroski
Flaherty

Less than a majority of the members required by the rules
having voted in the affirmative, the question was determined in
the negative and the motion was not agreed to.

On the question recurring,
Will the House concur in Senate amendments as amended by

the Rules Committee?
The SPEAKER. Agreeable to the provisions of the

Constitution, the yeas and nays will now be taken.
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The following roll call was recorded:

YEAS–146

Allen Evans, J. Mackereth Rohrer
Argall Fabrizio Maher Ross
Baker Fairchild Major Rubley
Baldwin Feese Manderino Sainato
Bastian Fichter Mann Samuelson
Belfanti Fleagle Markosek Sather
Benninghoff Flick Marsico Saylor
Beyer Forcier McGill Schroder
Biancucci Frankel McIlhattan Semmel
Birmelin Gabig McIlhinney Shaner
Bishop Gannon McNaughton Smith, B.
Boyd Geist Melio Smith, S.
Bunt Gillespie Millard Solobay
Buxton Gingrich Miller, R. Sonney
Caltagirone Godshall Miller, S. Stairs
Cappelli Good Mustio Steil
Causer Goodman Nailor Stern
Cawley Grucela O’Brien Stevenson, R.
Civera Gruitza O’Neill Stevenson, T.
Clymer Haluska Oliver Tangretti
Cornell Hanna Pallone Taylor, E.Z.
Costa Harhai Payne Taylor, J.
Crahalla Harhart Petrarca True
Creighton Harper Petri Turzai
Cruz Harris Petrone Veon
Daley Hasay Phillips Walko
Dally Hennessey Pickett Wansacz
DeLuca Herman Pistella Watson
Denlinger Hess Pyle Wheatley
Dermody Hickernell Quigley Wilt
DeWeese Hutchinson Ramaley Wright
DiGirolamo Kauffman Rapp Yewcic
Diven Kenney Raymond Youngblood
Donatucci Killion Reed Zug
Eachus Kotik Reichley
Ellis Leach Rieger Perzel,
Evans, D. Leh Roberts Speaker

NAYS–47

Barrar Gergely McGeehan Scavello
Bebko-Jones Grell Mundy Shapiro
Belardi James Myers Siptroth
Blackwell Josephs Nickol Staback
Blaum Keller, M. Parker Sturla
Casorio Keller, W. Preston Surra
Cohen Kirkland Readshaw Thomas
Corrigan Lederer Roebuck Tigue
Curry Lescovitz Rooney Waters
Freeman Levdansky Ruffing Williams
George Maitland Sabatina Yudichak
Gerber McCall Santoni

NOT VOTING–0 
 

EXCUSED–9 
 
Adolph Hershey Metcalfe Vitali
Armstrong LaGrotta Micozzie Wojnaroski
Flaherty

The majority required by the Constitution having voted in
the affirmative, the question was determined in the affirmative
and the amendments as amended by the Rules Committee were
concurred in.

Ordered, That the clerk return the same to the Senate for
concurrence.

SUPPLEMENTAL CALENDAR F CONTINUED

BILL ON CONCURRENCE
IN SENATE AMENDMENTS

The House proceeded to consideration of concurrence in
Senate amendments to HB 183, PN 4383, entitled:

An Act amending the act of January 19, 1968 (1967 P.L.992,
No.442), entitled, as amended, “An act authorizing the Commonwealth
of Pennsylvania and the local government units thereof to preserve,
acquire or hold land for open space uses,” further providing for local
taxing options; and providing for land trusts.

On the question,
Will the House concur in Senate amendments?

The SPEAKER. It is moved by the gentleman, Mr. Ross, that
the House do concur in the amendments inserted by the Senate.

On that question, those voting to concur will vote “aye”;
those voting to nonconcur will vote “no.” The members will—
The gentlelady, Ms. Harper. The Chair apologizes.

Ms. HARPER. Mr. Speaker, would the—
The SPEAKER. The gentleman indicates he will stand for

interrogation. The gentlelady is in order.
Ms. HARPER. Thank you very much.
Mr. Speaker, the question that I had, first of all, I agree with

the purposes of this bill. I think it is a great bill to allow local
land trusts to save open space, but the Senate inserted language
in this bill which may cause some confusion, and I want to
make sure that the intentions are clear.

I would like to ask the prime sponsor of the bill regarding
the language on eminent domain, currently local governments
have the power of eminent domain for parks and open space, so
I would like to ask the prime sponsor of this bill whether the
Senate amendments changed that in any way whatsoever?

Mr. ROSS. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
The language that was added in the Senate was negotiated

with my agreement, and it pertains strictly to the municipal land
trusts alone. It does not add or subtract to any powers that the
municipalities themselves have and does not disturb those at all.
So this will be strictly a restriction to municipal land trusts only.

Ms. HARPER. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. One follow-up.
I understand currently that local governments have the power

of eminent domain but not for the purpose of using eminent
domain to take a conservation easement. In other words, they
must use eminent domain for the fee simple acquisition of land.
I want to make sure that the bill as amended by the Senate does
not in any way impair a local government’s ability to use the
eminent domain powers that they have, even if a local land trust
eventually becomes the holder of an easement. Is that so,
Mr. Speaker?

Mr. ROSS. Mr. Speaker?
The SPEAKER. Mr. Ross.
Mr. ROSS. It is not on. Oh; yes, it is.
Mr. Speaker, thank you.
As I said in the earlier answer to the previous question, in

fact, the language, again, is simply modifying the rights of the
municipal land trust and does not change any rights that
municipalities currently have.
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Ms. HARPER. Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker.
Any bill which helps local governments save park and open

space is a good idea, in my view. Thank you.

On the question recurring,
Will the House concur in Senate amendments?
The SPEAKER. Agreeable to the provisions of the

Constitution, the yeas and nays will now be taken.

The following roll call was recorded:

YEAS–192

Allen Feese Maitland Rubley
Argall Fichter Major Sabatina
Baker Fleagle Manderino Sainato
Baldwin Flick Mann Samuelson
Barrar Forcier Markosek Santoni
Bastian Frankel Marsico Sather
Bebko-Jones Freeman McCall Saylor
Belardi Gabig McGeehan Scavello
Belfanti Gannon McGill Schroder
Benninghoff Geist McIlhattan Semmel
Beyer George McIlhinney Shaner
Biancucci Gerber McNaughton Shapiro
Birmelin Gergely Melio Siptroth
Bishop Gillespie Millard Smith, B.
Blackwell Gingrich Miller, R. Smith, S.
Blaum Godshall Miller, S. Solobay
Boyd Good Mundy Sonney
Bunt Goodman Mustio Staback
Buxton Grell Myers Stairs
Caltagirone Grucela Nailor Steil
Cappelli Gruitza Nickol Stern
Casorio Haluska O’Brien Stevenson, R.
Causer Hanna O’Neill Stevenson, T.
Cawley Harhai Oliver Sturla
Civera Harhart Pallone Surra
Clymer Harper Parker Tangretti
Cohen Harris Payne Taylor, E.Z.
Cornell Hasay Petrarca Taylor, J.
Corrigan Hennessey Petri Thomas
Costa Herman Petrone Tigue
Crahalla Hess Phillips True
Creighton Hickernell Pickett Turzai
Cruz Hutchinson Pistella Veon
Curry James Preston Walko
Daley Josephs Pyle Wansacz
Dally Kauffman Quigley Waters
DeLuca Keller, M. Ramaley Watson
Denlinger Keller, W. Rapp Wheatley
Dermody Kenney Raymond Williams
DeWeese Killion Readshaw Wilt
DiGirolamo Kirkland Reed Wright
Diven Kotik Reichley Yewcic
Donatucci Leach Rieger Youngblood
Eachus Lederer Roberts Yudichak
Ellis Leh Roebuck Zug
Evans, D. Lescovitz Rohrer
Evans, J. Levdansky Rooney Perzel,
Fabrizio Mackereth Ross Speaker
Fairchild Maher

NAYS–0 
 

NOT VOTING–1 
 
Ruffing

EXCUSED–9 
 
Adolph Hershey Metcalfe Vitali
Armstrong LaGrotta Micozzie Wojnaroski
Flaherty

The majority required by the Constitution having voted in
the affirmative, the question was determined in the affirmative
and the amendments were concurred in.

Ordered, That the clerk inform the Senate accordingly.

RULES COMMITTEE MEETING

The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the majority leader,
who calls for an immediate meeting of the Rules Committee.

BILL ON CONCURRENCE
REPORTED FROM COMMITTEE

HB 1631, PN 2016 (Amended) By Rep. S. SMITH

An Act amending Title 75 (Vehicles) of the Pennsylvania
Consolidated Statutes, further providing for vehicles exempt from
registration.

RULES.

PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRY

The SPEAKER. For what purpose does the gentleman,
Mr. Maher, rise?

Mr. MAHER. A parliamentary inquiry, Mr. Speaker. 
 The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state.

Mr. MAHER. If a bill is on the calendar and is eligible to be
called up for consideration but has not, am I correct that the
appropriate motion would be a motion for a special order of
business and the related bill? Is that correct?

The SPEAKER. That is correct.
Mr. MAHER. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
May I be recognized to make a motion for the special order

of business for the consideration of SB 557, which involves an
amendment that everyone in this chamber has a crystal clear
opinion on and it has been waiting 9-plus years for a vote?

The SPEAKER. Would the gentleman come to the rostrum.

(Conference held at Speaker’s podium.)

BILLS SIGNED BY SPEAKER

Bills numbered and entitled as follows having been prepared
for presentation to the Governor, and the same being correct, the
titles were publicly read as follows:

HB 183, PN 4383

An Act amending the act of January 19, 1968 (1967 P.L.992,
No.442), entitled, as amended, “An act authorizing the Commonwealth
of Pennsylvania and the local government units thereof to preserve,
acquire or hold land for open space uses,” further providing for local
taxing options; and providing for land trusts.
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HB 881, PN 4940

An Act amending the act of November 10, 1999 (P.L.491, No.45),
known as the Pennsylvania Construction Code Act, further defining
“agricultural building”; further providing for administration and
enforcement, for applications and inspections, for changes in Uniform
Construction Code, for appeals, for education and training programs
and for exemptions.

Whereupon, the Speaker, in the presence of the House,
signed the same.

The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the gentleman,
Mr. Maher.

Mr. MAHER. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Given full consideration to the illuminating and wise

comments received at the rostrum, I am going to withdraw my
motion with the hopeful expectation that in the year ahead we
will in fact resolve this question once and for all.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman.

The House will be at ease.

SUPPLEMENTAL CALENDAR H

BILL ON CONCURRENCE
IN SENATE AMENDMENTS

AS AMENDED

The House proceeded to consideration of concurrence in
Senate amendments to the following HB 1631, PN 2016, as
further amended by the House Rules Committee:

An Act amending Title 75 (Vehicles) of the Pennsylvania
Consolidated Statutes, further providing for vehicles exempt from
registration.

On the question,
Will the House concur in Senate amendments as amended by

the Rules Committee?

The SPEAKER. It is moved by the gentleman, Mr. Boyd,
that the House do concur in the amendments.

On that question, the gentleman, Mr. Samuelson.
Mr. SAMUELSON. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
I just rise to ask if anybody could give an explanation

of the amendments in the Rules Committee. I note that the
Rules Committee had a meeting about 15 minutes ago and
there was a change. Could somebody describe the change to
HB 1631?

The SPEAKER. They reverted to the print number that we
originally sent over to the Senate.

Mr. SAMUELSON. Removed all the Senate amendments
and went back to the—

The SPEAKER. Yes.
Mr. SAMUELSON. —original House version?
The SPEAKER. Yes.
Mr. SAMUELSON. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman.

On the question recurring,
Will the House concur in Senate amendments as amended by

the Rules Committee?
The SPEAKER. Agreeable to the provisions of the

Constitution, the yeas and nays will now be taken.

The following roll call was recorded:

YEAS–191

Allen Fichter Major Ruffing
Argall Fleagle Manderino Sabatina
Baker Flick Mann Sainato
Baldwin Forcier Markosek Samuelson
Barrar Frankel Marsico Santoni
Bastian Freeman McCall Sather
Bebko-Jones Gabig McGeehan Saylor
Belardi Gannon McGill Scavello
Belfanti Geist McIlhattan Schroder
Benninghoff George McIlhinney Semmel
Beyer Gerber McNaughton Shaner
Biancucci Gergely Melio Shapiro
Birmelin Gillespie Millard Siptroth
Bishop Gingrich Miller, R. Smith, B.
Blackwell Godshall Miller, S. Smith, S.
Blaum Good Mundy Solobay
Boyd Goodman Mustio Sonney
Bunt Grell Myers Staback
Buxton Grucela Nailor Stairs
Caltagirone Gruitza Nickol Steil
Cappelli Haluska O’Brien Stern
Casorio Hanna O’Neill Stevenson, R.
Causer Harhai Oliver Stevenson, T.
Cawley Harhart Pallone Sturla
Civera Harper Parker Surra
Clymer Harris Payne Tangretti
Cohen Hasay Petrarca Taylor, E.Z.
Cornell Hennessey Petri Taylor, J.
Costa Herman Petrone Thomas
Crahalla Hess Phillips Tigue
Creighton Hickernell Pickett True
Cruz Hutchinson Pistella Turzai
Curry James Preston Veon
Daley Josephs Pyle Walko
Dally Kauffman Quigley Wansacz
DeLuca Keller, M. Ramaley Waters
Denlinger Keller, W. Rapp Watson
Dermody Kenney Raymond Wheatley
DeWeese Killion Readshaw Williams
DiGirolamo Kirkland Reed Wilt
Diven Kotik Reichley Wright
Donatucci Lederer Rieger Yewcic
Eachus Leh Roberts Youngblood
Ellis Lescovitz Roebuck Yudichak
Evans, D. Levdansky Rohrer Zug
Evans, J. Mackereth Rooney
Fabrizio Maher Ross Perzel,
Fairchild Maitland Rubley Speaker
Feese

NAYS–0 
 

NOT VOTING–2 
 
Corrigan Leach

EXCUSED–9 
 
Adolph Hershey Metcalfe Vitali
Armstrong LaGrotta Micozzie Wojnaroski
Flaherty
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The majority required by the Constitution having voted in
the affirmative, the question was determined in the affirmative
and the amendments as amended by the Rules Committee were
concurred in.

Ordered, That the clerk return the same to the Senate for
concurrence.

SENATE MESSAGE

SINE DIE RESOLUTION

The clerk of the Senate, being introduced, presented the
following extract from the Journal of the Senate, which was
read as follows:

In the Senate,
November 21, 2006

RESOLVED, (the House of Representatives concurring), That the
190th Regular Session of the General Assembly be adjourned sine die
at 6:00 o’clock p.m. on Tuesday, November 28, 2006.

Ordered, That the clerk present the same to the House of
Representatives for its concurrence.

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to rule 38, the sine die resolution
will be sent to the Rules Committee.

STATEMENT BY MR. REICHLEY

The SPEAKER. For what purpose does the gentleman,
Mr. Reichley, rise?

Mr. REICHLEY. Just to make an inquiry about a point of
personal privilege, Mr. Speaker—

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state.
Mr. REICHLEY. —just while we have a lull.
I just want to note that on a very personal level,

Representative Semmel and Representative Forcier and some of
the others, Representative Bunt, have been a little bashful about
making closing remarks from the rostrum. So I just want to take
note of the fact that I have been privileged to sit next to
Representative Forcier for the last 4 years. Teresa and I are from
sort of opposite ends of the State with opposite perspectives,
and Teresa has refrained from, whenever we were talking about
legislation that she was not quite sure about was, if you will
pardon my change of voice here, smells like government; smells
like gun control. So Teresa has always been one very keen to
warn me not to fall prey to allowing too much government
control of anything.

Representative Semmel, my neighbor to the north, has been a
great source of advice in leadership in the 4 years I have been
here and Representative Bunt immediately to the south of my
district, and most of all, Representative Allen, who 20-some
years ago led me as a babe through the woods in the political
campaign of 1986 and has been a great mentor, but I also
wanted to note that if anybody can convince Representative
Cawley, who has been a source of great humor here, maybe to
address the body while we have downtime, that might be a good
way of filling up until the Senate sends us some bills.

So thank you.

RULES COMMITTEE MEETING

The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the majority leader,
who calls for an immediate meeting of the Rules Committee.

SINE DIE RESOLUTION REPORTED
AND CONCURRED IN

Mr. S. SMITH reported the following sine die resolution
from the Rules Committee, which was read by the clerk:

In the Senate,
November 21, 2006

RESOLVED, (the House of Representatives concurring), That the
190th Regular Session of the General Assembly be adjourned sine die
at 6:00 o’clock p.m. on Tuesday, November 28, 2006.

On the question,
Will the House concur in the resolution of the Senate?
Resolution was concurred in.
Ordered, That the clerk inform the Senate accordingly.

The SPEAKER. For the information of the membership, we
are awaiting bills from the Senate. We do not expect to have
any of them back for at least the next 20, 25 minutes. So if
anybody wants to go back to their offices for a few moments,
please feel free to do so.

THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE
(ROBERT J. FLICK) PRESIDING

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Members will report to the
floor. The House will come to order.

SENATE MESSAGE

AMENDED HOUSE BILLS RETURNED
FOR CONCURRENCE AND

REFERRED TO COMMITTEE ON RULES

The clerk of the Senate, being introduced, returned HB 105,
PN 4946; and HB 2296, PN 4944, with information that the
Senate has passed the same with amendment in which the
concurrence of the House of Representatives is requested.

SENATE MESSAGE

AMENDED HOUSE BILL RETURNED
FOR CONCURRENCE AND

REFERRED TO COMMITTEE ON RULES

The clerk of the Senate, being introduced, informed that the
Senate has concurred in the amendments made by the House of
Representatives to Senate amendments by further amending
House amendments to Senate amendments to HB 471,
PN 4947.

Ordered, That the clerk present the same to the House of
Representatives for its concurrence.
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SENATE MESSAGE

HOUSE AMENDMENTS
CONCURRED IN BY SENATE

The clerk of the Senate, being introduced, informed that the
Senate has concurred in the amendments made by the House of
Representatives to SB 514, PN 2124; SB 669, PN 2250;
SB 1054, PN 2247; and SB 1139, PN 2249.

RULES COMMITTEE MEETING

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair recognizes the
majority leader, who immediately calls for a Rules Committee
meeting.

LEAVES OF ABSENCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. For what purpose does the
gentleman, Mr. Casorio, rise?

Mr. CASORIO. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. For the purpose of
placing some members on leave.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman is in order and
may proceed.

Mr. CASORIO. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Mr. Speaker, the gentleman, Mr. RAMALEY, from Beaver;

the gentleman from Philadelphia, Mr. EVANS; and the
gentleman from Allegheny, Mr. READSHAW, place them all
on leave, please.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the
gentleman. Those members will be placed on leave.

BILLS ON CONCURRENCE
REPORTED FROM COMMITTEE

HB 105, PN 4946 By Rep. S. SMITH

An Act amending Title 62 (Procurement) of the Pennsylvania
Consolidated Statutes, providing for cooperative purchase of fire,
rescue and ambulance company supplies.

RULES.

HB 471, PN 4947 By Rep. S. SMITH

An Act amending the act of April 9, 1929 (P.L.177, No.175),
known as The Administrative Code of 1929, providing for transfers of
appropriations and for notice of transfers and loans between funds;
extending the time period covered by an application considered for the
Merchant Marine World War II Veterans Bonus and the expiration of
the Merchant Marine World War II Veterans Bonus Act; establishing
the Cardiovascular Disease Advisory Committee and a Statewide
stroke database; providing for biennial renewal of certain licenses for
volunteer health services; and making inconsistent repeals relating to
the Merchant Marine World War II Veterans Bonus Act.

RULES.

HB 2296, PN 4944 By Rep. S. SMITH

An Act amending Title 51 (Military Affairs) of the Pennsylvania
Consolidated Statutes, further providing for retention of licenses of
persons entering military service, for disabled veterans’ real estate tax
exemption and for duty of commission.

RULES.

LEAVES OF ABSENCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. For what reason does the
gentleman, Mr. Casorio, rise?

Mr. CASORIO. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
To place a member on leave.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman is in order and

may proceed.
Mr. CASORIO. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Mr. Speaker, the gentleman from Westmoreland,

Mr. TANGRETTI, place him on leave, please.
The SPEAKER pro tempore The Chair thanks the

gentleman. He will be placed on leave.
The Chair returns to leaves of absence and recognizes the

gentleman, Mr. Argall.
Mr. ARGALL. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Please put the lady from York, Representative

MACKERETH, on leave.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the

gentleman, and she will be placed on leave.

SUPPLEMENTAL CALENDAR K

BILL ON CONCURRENCE
IN SENATE AMENDMENTS

AS FURTHER AMENDED BY THE SENATE
TO HOUSE AMENDMENTS

The House proceeded to consideration of concurrence in
Senate amendments as further amended by the Senate to House
amendments to HB 471, PN 4947, entitled:

An Act amending the act of April 9, 1929 (P.L.177, No.175),
known as The Administrative Code of 1929, providing for transfers of
appropriations and for notice of transfers and loans between funds;
extending the time period covered by an application considered for the
Merchant Marine World War II Veterans Bonus and the expiration of
the Merchant Marine World War II Veterans Bonus Act; establishing
the Cardiovascular Disease Advisory Committee and a Statewide
stroke database; providing for biennial renewal of certain licenses for
volunteer health services; and making inconsistent repeals relating to
the Merchant Marine World War II Veterans Bonus Act.

On the question,
Will the House concur in Senate amendments as further

amended by the Senate to House amendments?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. It is moved by the gentleman,
Mr. Reichley, that the House do concur in the amendments
inserted by the Senate.

On the question recurring,
Will the House concur in Senate amendments as further

amended by the Senate to House amendments?
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Agreeable to the provisions of

the Constitution, the yeas and nays will now be taken.

The following roll call was recorded:



2006 LEGISLATIVE JOURNAL—HOUSE 2555

YEAS–187

Allen Feese Maher Ruffing
Argall Fichter Maitland Sabatina
Baker Fleagle Major Sainato
Baldwin Flick Manderino Samuelson
Barrar Forcier Mann Santoni
Bastian Frankel Markosek Sather
Bebko-Jones Freeman Marsico Saylor
Belardi Gabig McCall Scavello
Belfanti Gannon McGeehan Schroder
Benninghoff Geist McGill Semmel
Beyer George McIlhattan Shaner
Biancucci Gerber McIlhinney Shapiro
Birmelin Gergely McNaughton Siptroth
Bishop Gillespie Melio Smith, B.
Blackwell Gingrich Millard Smith, S.
Blaum Godshall Miller, R. Solobay
Boyd Good Miller, S. Sonney
Bunt Goodman Mundy Staback
Buxton Grell Mustio Stairs
Caltagirone Grucela Myers Steil
Cappelli Gruitza Nailor Stern
Casorio Haluska Nickol Stevenson, R.
Causer Hanna O’Brien Stevenson, T.
Cawley Harhai O’Neill Sturla
Civera Harhart Oliver Surra
Clymer Harper Parker Taylor, E.Z.
Cohen Harris Payne Taylor, J.
Cornell Hasay Petrarca Thomas
Corrigan Hennessey Petri Tigue
Costa Herman Petrone True
Crahalla Hess Phillips Turzai
Creighton Hickernell Pickett Veon
Cruz Hutchinson Pistella Walko
Curry James Preston Wansacz
Daley Josephs Pyle Waters
Dally Kauffman Quigley Watson
DeLuca Keller, M. Rapp Wheatley
Denlinger Keller, W. Raymond Williams
Dermody Kenney Reed Wilt
DeWeese Killion Reichley Wright
DiGirolamo Kirkland Rieger Yewcic
Diven Kotik Roberts Youngblood
Donatucci Leach Roebuck Yudichak
Eachus Lederer Rohrer Zug
Ellis Leh Rooney
Evans, J. Lescovitz Ross Perzel,
Fabrizio Levdansky Rubley Speaker
Fairchild

NAYS–0 
 

NOT VOTING–1 
 
Pallone

EXCUSED–14

Adolph Hershey Micozzie Tangretti
Armstrong LaGrotta Ramaley Vitali
Evans, D. Mackereth Readshaw Wojnaroski
Flaherty Metcalfe

The majority required by the Constitution having voted in
the affirmative, the question was determined in the affirmative
and the amendments as further amended by the Senate to House
amendments were concurred in.

Ordered, That the clerk inform the Senate accordingly.

SUPPLEMENTAL CALENDAR J

BILL ON CONCURRENCE
IN SENATE AMENDMENTS

The House proceeded to consideration of concurrence in
Senate amendments to HB 105, PN 4946, entitled:

An Act amending Title 62 (Procurement) of the Pennsylvania
Consolidated Statutes, providing for cooperative purchase of fire,
rescue and ambulance company supplies.

On the question,
Will the House concur in Senate amendments?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Moved by the gentleman,
Mr. Payne, that the House do concur in the amendments
inserted by the Senate. For what purpose does the gentleman,
Mr. Freeman, rise?

Mr. FREEMAN. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Mr. Speaker, could the gentleman, Mr. Payne, give us a brief

explanation of the amendments made by the Senate that we are
asked to concur upon?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman indicates that he
will. The gentleman is in order and may proceed.

Mr. PAYNE. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Mr. Speaker, it was one simple sentence. The Senate took

out some House language and adjusted and amended the State
Procurement Code to allow nonprofit statewide, county, or
regional ambulance or rescue support organizations and county
firefighter organizations, such as county fire police, to take part
in the joint purchasing program. So we did not delete anybody.
They actually added county rescue squads or ambulance squads.

Mr. FREEMAN. Was there any addition, Mr. Speaker, also
pertaining to the acceleration of capital projects?

Mr. PAYNE. No.
Mr. FREEMAN. That was already—
Mr. PAYNE. It was taken out.
Mr. FREEMAN. Taken out.
Mr. PAYNE. Taken out.
Mr. FREEMAN. Thank you.
Mr. PAYNE. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks both

gentlemen.

On the question recurring,
Will the House concur in Senate amendments?
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Agreeable to the provisions of

the Constitution, the yeas and nays will now be taken.

The following roll call was recorded:

YEAS–188

Allen Feese Maitland Ruffing
Argall Fichter Major Sabatina
Baker Fleagle Manderino Sainato
Baldwin Flick Mann Samuelson
Barrar Forcier Markosek Santoni
Bastian Frankel Marsico Sather
Bebko-Jones Freeman McCall Saylor
Belardi Gabig McGeehan Scavello
Belfanti Gannon McGill Schroder
Benninghoff Geist McIlhattan Semmel
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Beyer George McIlhinney Shaner
Biancucci Gerber McNaughton Shapiro
Birmelin Gergely Melio Siptroth
Bishop Gillespie Millard Smith, B.
Blackwell Gingrich Miller, R. Smith, S.
Blaum Godshall Miller, S. Solobay
Boyd Good Mundy Sonney
Bunt Goodman Mustio Staback
Buxton Grell Myers Stairs
Caltagirone Grucela Nailor Steil
Cappelli Gruitza Nickol Stern
Casorio Haluska O’Brien Stevenson, R.
Causer Hanna O’Neill Stevenson, T.
Cawley Harhai Oliver Sturla
Civera Harhart Pallone Surra
Clymer Harper Parker Taylor, E.Z.
Cohen Harris Payne Taylor, J.
Cornell Hasay Petrarca Thomas
Corrigan Hennessey Petri Tigue
Costa Herman Petrone True
Crahalla Hess Phillips Turzai
Creighton Hickernell Pickett Veon
Cruz Hutchinson Pistella Walko
Curry James Preston Wansacz
Daley Josephs Pyle Waters
Dally Kauffman Quigley Watson
DeLuca Keller, M. Rapp Wheatley
Denlinger Keller, W. Raymond Williams
Dermody Kenney Reed Wilt
DeWeese Killion Reichley Wright
DiGirolamo Kirkland Rieger Yewcic
Diven Kotik Roberts Youngblood
Donatucci Leach Roebuck Yudichak
Eachus Lederer Rohrer Zug
Ellis Leh Rooney
Evans, J. Lescovitz Ross Perzel,
Fabrizio Levdansky Rubley Speaker
Fairchild Maher

NAYS–0 
 

NOT VOTING–0 
 

EXCUSED–14

Adolph Hershey Micozzie Tangretti
Armstrong LaGrotta Ramaley Vitali
Evans, D. Mackereth Readshaw Wojnaroski
Flaherty Metcalfe

The majority required by the Constitution having voted in
the affirmative, the question was determined in the affirmative
and the amendments were concurred in.

Ordered, That the clerk inform the Senate accordingly.

SUPPLEMENTAL CALENDAR I

BILL ON CONCURRENCE
IN SENATE AMENDMENTS

The House proceeded to consideration of concurrence in
Senate amendments to HB 2296, PN 4944, entitled:

An Act amending Title 51 (Military Affairs) of the Pennsylvania
Consolidated Statutes, further providing for retention of licenses of
persons entering military service, for disabled veterans’ real estate tax
exemption and for duty of commission.

On the question,
Will the House concur in Senate amendments? 

 The SPEAKER pro tempore. Moved by the gentleman,
Mr. Semmel, that the House concur in the amendments inserted
by the Senate.

On the question recurring,
Will the House concur in Senate amendments? 

 The SPEAKER pro tempore. Agreeable to the provisions of
the Constitution, the yeas and nays will now be taken.

The following roll call was recorded:

YEAS–188

Allen Feese Maitland Ruffing
Argall Fichter Major Sabatina
Baker Fleagle Manderino Sainato
Baldwin Flick Mann Samuelson
Barrar Forcier Markosek Santoni
Bastian Frankel Marsico Sather
Bebko-Jones Freeman McCall Saylor
Belardi Gabig McGeehan Scavello
Belfanti Gannon McGill Schroder
Benninghoff Geist McIlhattan Semmel
Beyer George McIlhinney Shaner
Biancucci Gerber McNaughton Shapiro
Birmelin Gergely Melio Siptroth
Bishop Gillespie Millard Smith, B.
Blackwell Gingrich Miller, R. Smith, S.
Blaum Godshall Miller, S. Solobay
Boyd Good Mundy Sonney
Bunt Goodman Mustio Staback
Buxton Grell Myers Stairs
Caltagirone Grucela Nailor Steil
Cappelli Gruitza Nickol Stern
Casorio Haluska O’Brien Stevenson, R.
Causer Hanna O’Neill Stevenson, T.
Cawley Harhai Oliver Sturla
Civera Harhart Pallone Surra
Clymer Harper Parker Taylor, E.Z.
Cohen Harris Payne Taylor, J.
Cornell Hasay Petrarca Thomas
Corrigan Hennessey Petri Tigue
Costa Herman Petrone True
Crahalla Hess Phillips Turzai
Creighton Hickernell Pickett Veon
Cruz Hutchinson Pistella Walko
Curry James Preston Wansacz
Daley Josephs Pyle Waters
Dally Kauffman Quigley Watson
DeLuca Keller, M. Rapp Wheatley
Denlinger Keller, W. Raymond Williams
Dermody Kenney Reed Wilt
DeWeese Killion Reichley Wright
DiGirolamo Kirkland Rieger Yewcic
Diven Kotik Roberts Youngblood
Donatucci Leach Roebuck Yudichak
Eachus Lederer Rohrer Zug
Ellis Leh Rooney
Evans, J. Lescovitz Ross Perzel,
Fabrizio Levdansky Rubley Speaker
Fairchild Maher

NAYS–0 
 

NOT VOTING–0 
 

EXCUSED–14

Adolph Hershey Micozzie Tangretti
Armstrong LaGrotta Ramaley Vitali
Evans, D. Mackereth Readshaw Wojnaroski
Flaherty Metcalfe
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The majority required by the Constitution having voted in
the affirmative, the question was determined in the affirmative
and the amendments were concurred in.

Ordered, That the clerk inform the Senate accordingly.

SENATE MESSAGE

AMENDED SENATE BILL RETURNED
FOR CONCURRENCE AND

REFERRED TO COMMITTEE ON RULES

The clerk of the Senate, being introduced, informed that the
Senate has concurred in the amendments made by the House of
Representatives by amending said amendments to SB 1166,
PN 2257.

Ordered, That the clerk present the same to the House of
Representatives for its concurrence.

RULES COMMITTEE MEETING

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair recognizes the
majority leader, who calls for an immediate meeting of the
Rules Committee.

BILL ON CONCURRENCE
REREPORTED FROM COMMITTEE

SB 1166, PN 2257 By Rep. S. SMITH

An Act providing for the capital budget for the fiscal year
2006-2007 and itemizing public improvement, transportation assistance
and redevelopment assistance capital projects to be constructed or
acquired or assisted by the Department of General Services, the
Department of Community and Economic Development and the
Department of Transportation, together with their estimated financial
costs; authorizing the incurring of debt without the approval of the
electors for the purpose of financing the projects to be constructed or
acquired or assisted by the Department of General Services, the
Department of Community and Economic Development and the
Department of Transportation; stating the estimated useful life of the
projects; and making appropriations.

RULES.

SUPPLEMENTAL CALENDAR L

BILL ON CONCURRENCE
IN SENATE AMENDMENTS
TO HOUSE AMENDMENTS

The House proceeded to consideration of concurrence in
Senate amendments to House amendments to SB 1166,
PN 2257, entitled:

An Act providing for the capital budget for the fiscal year
2006-2007 and itemizing public improvement, transportation assistance
and redevelopment assistance capital projects to be constructed or
acquired or assisted by the Department of General Services, the
Department of Community and Economic Development and the
Department of Transportation, together with their estimated financial
costs; authorizing the incurring of debt without the approval of the
electors for the purpose of financing the projects to be constructed or
acquired or assisted by the Department of General Services, the
Department of Community and Economic Development and the

Department of Transportation; stating the estimated useful life of the
projects; and making appropriations.

On the question,
Will the House concur in Senate amendments to House

amendments?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. For what purpose does the
gentleman, Mr. Samuelson, rise?

Mr. SAMUELSON. I seek someone from the Appropriations
Committee to summarize the Senate amendments to this bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the
gentleman, and right now we are sort of holding. Thank you.

The House will stand at ease. We are awaiting the fiscal note
on that bill. The Chair would not want to do anything out of
order in his final day.

The House will come to order.
The gentleman, Mr. Samuelson, had requested a brief

explanation of the Senate amendments to SB 1166. On that
question, the gentleman, Mr. Reichley, indicates that he is
willing to stand for interrogation and give a brief explanation.

Mr. REICHLEY. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
I will try to give a better explanation than I did on HB 471,

but as the secretary of the Appropriations Committee, I have
been provided a fiscal note for this particular bill. The
amendments I think that the gentleman from Northampton was
asking about within SB 1166 would increase the amount of total
debt that could be issued by up to $323 million. Specifically,
there are additional capital projects within the bill – roughly
$38 million of public improvement projects; $10 1/2 million of
transportation assistance projects; and $126 million,
redevelopment assistance projects.

This legislation would take effect immediately. If all bonds
were sold, the total cost to the Commonwealth with the sale of
the bonds, plus at a 4.66-percent rate of interest, would be
$1,582,000,000.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the
gentleman.

For what purpose does the gentleman, Mr. Maher, rise?
Mr. MAHER. A couple of questions, Mr. Speaker.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman is in order and

may proceed.
Mr. MAHER. Thank you, and I recognize that my colleague

is pinch-hitting here.
There is $13 million provided specifically for the Forest

County Prison project. It is my understanding that there have
been a number of contractors who have been awarded claims
that the Commonwealth has not paid for some years. Do you
know, is the amount of funds here sufficient to satisfy all those
claims? And I recognize, with all due respect, I recognize that
may not have been something that you have immediate
information on, but perhaps someone could determine that
while we visit on something else. Is it enough?

Mr. REICHLEY. Mr. Speaker, without being able to give
you a strictly direct response to your question, because the
additional funds the Senate placed within the bill, we are
operating upon the belief that an adequate level of funding was
provided to cover past contractor claims with regard to that
particular prison construction.

Mr. MAHER. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the
gentleman.

Mr. MAHER. If I could continue?
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is the gentleman wishing

further interrogation?
Mr. MAHER. Yes, sir.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman may proceed.
Mr. MAHER. Thank you.
If I understood correctly, the fiscal note you were sharing

said that this would increase the debt ceiling by 323—
Mr. REICHLEY. $323 million. The total amount of bonds

that could be issued would increase by up to $323 million, not
the debt ceiling, but the total amount of bonds which could be—

Mr. MAHER. $323 million of new debt as opposed to the
ceiling being raised here in $20 million, which—

Mr. REICHLEY. Correct; correct. The House version
roughly had a little less than $700 million. The Senate added the
additional $323 million.

Mr. MAHER. And in one of the early pages of the
legislation, there is a summarization that totals up to
$1,015,000,000. What is the difference between that
$1,015,000,000 and the $380 million that would be borrowed?
Where does the rest of this come from?

Mr. REICHLEY. Well, with regard to the fiscal impacts, and
I will read to you verbatim from the fiscal note, “While the
exact costs” of the potential sell of the bonds “cannot be
determined since costs will be dependent upon the timing of
bond sales and interest rate(s) set at the time…, estimated debt
service on $1,015,000,000 in bonds, assuming level annual debt
service and an interest rate of 4.66%,...” the total amount of
accumulated debt to be incurred would be “$1,582,297,000.”

Mr. MAHER. So in essence then, this measure would
provide for the Commonwealth to borrow $1,015,000,000 and
pay it back over future years?

Mr. REICHLEY. Over 20 years, yes.
Mr. MAHER. Over 20 years.
Thank you; thank you, Mr. Speaker.
On the amendment, or on the bill.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. On the bill, the gentleman is

recognized.
Mr. MAHER. A billion dollars is a lot of money.
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the

gentleman.

The House will be at ease for a second, or a minute or two.

THE SPEAKER (JOHN M. PERZEL)
PRESIDING

CONSIDERATION OF SB 1166 CONTINUED

The SPEAKER. It is moved by the gentleman, Mr. Smith,
that the House do concur in the amendments.

On the question recurring,
Will the House concur in Senate amendments to House

amendments?
The SPEAKER. Agreeable to the provisions of the

Constitution, the yeas and nays will now be taken.

The following roll call was recorded:

YEAS–143

Allen Feese Markosek Sainato
Argall Fichter McCall Samuelson
Baker Fleagle McGeehan Santoni
Baldwin Flick McGill Sather
Bastian Frankel McIlhattan Scavello
Bebko-Jones Freeman McIlhinney Semmel
Belardi Gannon McNaughton Shaner
Belfanti George Melio Shapiro
Benninghoff Gerber Millard Siptroth
Beyer Gergely Mundy Smith, S.
Biancucci Godshall Mustio Solobay
Bishop Goodman Myers Staback
Blackwell Grucela O’Brien Stairs
Blaum Gruitza O’Neill Steil
Bunt Haluska Oliver Stern
Buxton Hanna Pallone Stevenson, T.
Cappelli Harhai Parker Sturla
Casorio Harhart Petrarca Surra
Causer Hasay Petri Taylor, E.Z.
Cawley Hennessey Petrone Taylor, J.
Civera Herman Phillips Thomas
Clymer James Pickett Tigue
Cohen Josephs Pistella Veon
Corrigan Keller, W. Preston Walko
Costa Kenney Rapp Wansacz
Cruz Killion Raymond Waters
Curry Kirkland Reed Wheatley
Daley Kotik Reichley Williams
DeLuca Leach Rieger Wright
Dermody Lederer Roberts Yewcic
DeWeese Lescovitz Roebuck Youngblood
DiGirolamo Levdansky Rooney Yudichak
Diven Maitland Ross Zug
Donatucci Major Rubley
Eachus Manderino Ruffing Perzel,
Fabrizio Mann Sabatina Speaker
Fairchild

NAYS–44

Barrar Forcier Kauffman Quigley
Birmelin Gabig Keller, M. Rohrer
Boyd Geist Leh Saylor
Caltagirone Gillespie Maher Schroder
Cornell Gingrich Marsico Smith, B.
Crahalla Good Miller, R. Sonney
Creighton Grell Miller, S. Stevenson, R.
Dally Harris Nailor True
Denlinger Hess Nickol Turzai
Ellis Hickernell Payne Watson
Evans, J. Hutchinson Pyle Wilt

NOT VOTING–1 
 
Harper

EXCUSED–14

Adolph Hershey Micozzie Tangretti
Armstrong LaGrotta Ramaley Vitali
Evans, D. Mackereth Readshaw Wojnaroski
Flaherty Metcalfe

The majority required by the Constitution having voted in
the affirmative, the question was determined in the affirmative
and the amendments to House amendments were concurred in.

Ordered, That the clerk inform the Senate accordingly.
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SUPPLEMENTAL CALENDAR E

BILL ON CONCURRENCE
IN SENATE AMENDMENTS
TO HOUSE AMENDMENTS

The House proceeded to consideration of concurrence in
Senate amendments to House amendments to SB 1206,
PN 2253, entitled:

An Act amending the act of June 15, 2006 (P.L.200, No.47),
entitled “An act designating the bridge carrying State Route 1025
over Interstate 79 in North Strabane Township, Washington County,
as the Canon-McMillan Alumni Bridge,” further providing for the
Canon-McMillan Alumni Bridge designation; designating
State Route 830 extending from Interstate 80 to the DuBois-Jefferson
County Airport in Washington Township, Jefferson County, as the
Francis H. “Bud” Scherer Memorial Highway; designating the portion
of U.S. 6 in Linesville Borough, Crawford County, as the U.S. 6
“Gateway to the West” and “Gateway to Pennsylvania” and the portion
of U.S. 6 in Matamoras Borough, Pike County, as the U.S. 6 “Gateway
to the East” and “Gateway to Pennsylvania”; designating the bridge
on Interstate 79 crossing U.S. Route 6N in Washington Township,
Erie County, as the Dr. Ray F. Birchard Memorial Bridge; designating
Front Street, from Allegheny Avenue to Rocky Grove Avenue
in the Borough of Sugarcreek, Venango County, as the Mayor
John D. McClelland Honorary Highway; designating SR 255 from
SR 948, Fox Township, Elk County, to the former St. Marys Borough
line in Elk County, as the William F. Renwick Memorial Highway;
designating State Route 263 in Hatboro, Montgomery County, as the
Roy W. Cornell Memorial Highway; and renaming the portion of
State Route 837 in the city limits of Clairton, Allegheny County, as the
Dominic P. Serapiglia Memorial Highway.

On the question,
Will the House concur in Senate amendments to House

amendments?

The SPEAKER. It is moved by the gentleman, Mr. Smith,
that the House do concur in those amendments.

On that question, the gentleman, Mr. Kirkland.
Mr. KIRKLAND. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Mr. Speaker, here we are again at a very critical time on a

very special bill. Mr. Speaker, it has been very difficult for me,
Mr. Speaker, but I want to be supportive of the members of this
House. I respect the members of this House and I respect my
colleague, and I respect especially what she is trying to do in
remembrance of our former colleague and her father. I believe
that it is an admirable move, and therefore I am supporting
SB 1206.

It is unfortunate, Mr. Speaker, that persons on the other side
of this building in the Senate choose, or one person on the other
side of this building in the Senate continually chooses to choose
leaders from my community and in doing so strips those
leaders’ names from the opportunity to be remembered by not
only the young people in my community but even the older
person that she served as as mayor.

But, Mr. Speaker, because of my respect, because of my
respect for the members of this House and because of
conversations with leaders in this House and because of my
respect for a young lady who is doing what she knows is right –
and I believe that our former colleague and her dad is smiling
down on her right now – we choose to be supportive of this
Senate bill, 1206, in its concurrence.

I just hope and pray, Mr. Speaker, that the members of this
body continue to be supportive of one another and not become

the beast or the animal or the want-to-be gods on the Senate side
and begin to continue to do things, to begin to continue to do
things that will be disruptive, mean-spirited for no reason at all.

Once again, Mr. Speaker, we are talking about remembering
persons who have done great things in our communities,
Pennsylvanians, Pennsylvanians, Pennsylvanians who have
done great things in our communities, Pennsylvanians like our
former colleague, and Pennsylvanians like Willie Mae Leake,
the former mayor, the first African-American mayor of the city
of Chester.

So I just wanted to rise, Mr. Speaker, and say that I support
SB 1206 and that I respect this body and I respect what it
continues to do on behalf of Pennsylvanians and I respect how
they try to remember those persons who mean so, so, so very
much to them, to all of us, and to all the people that we work so
hard for here in this House, those persons that sent us here to do
the will of the people.

Mr. Speaker, hopefully one day, and I am confident one day,
one day that by working with leaders on both sides of this aisle
here in this House, that we will do something, something in a
positive way where the young people in Chester, the city of
Chester, can look back and remember a young lady by the name
of Willie Mae Leake, the first African-American mayor in the
city of Chester that has done so much for so many people, the
same way we remember our former members and colleagues
here on this House floor.

So with that, Mr. Speaker, I want to support SB 1206, and
I applaud my colleague for remembering her father in such a
great way.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman.

On the question recurring,
Will the House concur in Senate amendments to House

amendments?
The SPEAKER. Agreeable to the provisions of the

Constitution, the yeas and nays will now be taken.

The following roll call was recorded:

YEAS–188

Allen Feese Maitland Ruffing
Argall Fichter Major Sabatina
Baker Fleagle Manderino Sainato
Baldwin Flick Mann Samuelson
Barrar Forcier Markosek Santoni
Bastian Frankel Marsico Sather
Bebko-Jones Freeman McCall Saylor
Belardi Gabig McGeehan Scavello
Belfanti Gannon McGill Schroder
Benninghoff Geist McIlhattan Semmel
Beyer George McIlhinney Shaner
Biancucci Gerber McNaughton Shapiro
Birmelin Gergely Melio Siptroth
Bishop Gillespie Millard Smith, B.
Blackwell Gingrich Miller, R. Smith, S.
Blaum Godshall Miller, S. Solobay
Boyd Good Mundy Sonney
Bunt Goodman Mustio Staback
Buxton Grell Myers Stairs
Caltagirone Grucela Nailor Steil
Cappelli Gruitza Nickol Stern
Casorio Haluska O’Brien Stevenson, R.
Causer Hanna O’Neill Stevenson, T.
Cawley Harhai Oliver Sturla
Civera Harhart Pallone Surra



2560 LEGISLATIVE JOURNAL—HOUSE NOVEMBER 21

Clymer Harper Parker Taylor, E.Z.
Cohen Harris Payne Taylor, J.
Cornell Hasay Petrarca Thomas
Corrigan Hennessey Petri Tigue
Costa Herman Petrone True
Crahalla Hess Phillips Turzai
Creighton Hickernell Pickett Veon
Cruz Hutchinson Pistella Walko
Curry James Preston Wansacz
Daley Josephs Pyle Waters
Dally Kauffman Quigley Watson
DeLuca Keller, M. Rapp Wheatley
Denlinger Keller, W. Raymond Williams
Dermody Kenney Reed Wilt
DeWeese Killion Reichley Wright
DiGirolamo Kirkland Rieger Yewcic
Diven Kotik Roberts Youngblood
Donatucci Leach Roebuck Yudichak
Eachus Lederer Rohrer Zug
Ellis Leh Rooney
Evans, J. Lescovitz Ross Perzel,
Fabrizio Levdansky Rubley Speaker
Fairchild Maher

NAYS–0 
 

NOT VOTING–0 
 

EXCUSED–14

Adolph Hershey Micozzie Tangretti
Armstrong LaGrotta Ramaley Vitali
Evans, D. Mackereth Readshaw Wojnaroski
Flaherty Metcalfe

The majority required by the Constitution having voted in
the affirmative, the question was determined in the affirmative
and the amendments to House amendments were concurred in.

Ordered, That the clerk inform the Senate accordingly.

SENATE MESSAGE

AMENDED HOUSE BILL RETURNED
FOR CONCURRENCE AND

REFERRED TO COMMITTEE ON RULES

The clerk of the Senate, being introduced, returned HB 446,
PN 4948, with information that the Senate has passed the same
with amendment in which the concurrence of the House of
Representatives is requested.

RULES COMMITTEE MEETING

The SPEAKER. The majority leader calls for an immediate
meeting of the Committee on Rules.

BILL ON CONCURRENCE
REPORTED FROM COMMITTEE

HB 446, PN 4948 By Rep. S. SMITH

An Act amending the act of April 12, 1951 (P.L.90, No.21),
known as the Liquor Code, further providing for the definition of
“eligible entity”; adding a definition of “mixed-use town center
development project”; further providing for sales by liquor licensees,
for sale of malt or brewed beverages by liquor licensees, for malt and
brewed beverages retail licenses, for retail dispensers’ restrictions on

purchases and sales, for limiting number of retail licenses to be issued
in each county for surrender of restaurant, eating place retail dispenser,
hotel, importing distributor and distributor license for benefit of
licensee; providing for expiration of point system; further providing for
unlawful acts relative to liquor, malt and brewed beverages and
licensees; and making a related repeal.

RULES.

SUPPLEMENTAL CALENDAR M

BILL ON CONCURRENCE
IN SENATE AMENDMENTS

The House proceeded to consideration of concurrence in
Senate amendments to HB 446, PN 4948, entitled:

An Act amending the act of April 12, 1951 (P.L.90, No.21),
known as the Liquor Code, further providing for the definition of
“eligible entity”; adding a definition of “mixed-use town center
development project”; further providing for sales by liquor licensees,
for sale of malt or brewed beverages by liquor licensees, for malt and
brewed beverages retail licenses, for retail dispensers’ restrictions on
purchases and sales, for limiting number of retail licenses to be issued
in each county for surrender of restaurant, eating place retail dispenser,
hotel, importing distributor and distributor license for benefit of
licensee; providing for expiration of point system; further providing for
unlawful acts relative to liquor, malt and brewed beverages and
licensees; and making a related repeal.

On the question,
Will the House concur in Senate amendments?

The SPEAKER. It is moved by the gentleman, Mr. Petri, that
the House do concur in the amendments inserted by the Senate.

On that question, the Chair recognizes the gentleman,
Mr. Clymer.

Mr. CLYMER. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Mr. Speaker, can someone give us a resumé as to the Senate

amendments that they have put into HB 446? I see the
gentleman, Representative Petri, standing here. I guess he will
be the person to give us the resumé as to what the changes were
from the Senate.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman, Mr. Petri, indicates that he
will stand. The gentleman is in order.

Mr. PETRI. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
This bill was amended in the Senate and generally provides

for a change with regard to special-occasion permits in a
second-class county. There are also some changes with regard
to the process for issuing beer permits in Philadelphia. There is
also a provision that deals with intermunicipal transfers,
transfers between particular local authorities that exist under the
current code. Most importantly, there is a provision with regard
to extension of the period of time in which a license can be
maintained for safekeeping. There is an additional fee between
$5,000 and $2,500 applicable to those licensees who wish to
extend. There is a provision with regard to the Philadelphia
point system extending for an additional 6 months. There is a
change in the requirement with regard to Sunday sales and the
percentage of food that is required to be sold by a licensee.
There is also an expanded or a new definition for a mixed-use
town center development and a provision under which licenses
may be transferred to new-type developments, and then there is
a provision with regard to gaming and allowing casinos to
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provide some number of free drinks to patrons. That is a brief
summary of the changes.

The SPEAKER. Mr. Clymer.
Mr. CLYMER. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Mr. Speaker, will the gentleman stand for brief

interrogation?
The SPEAKER. The gentleman is in order and may proceed.
Mr. CLYMER. Thank you.
Mr. Speaker, it says it abolishes the 30-percent food

requirement for Sunday sales in Philadelphia. Can you tell me
how many licensed establishments that have alcohol would
now be available to serve alcohol on Sunday by abolishing the
30-percent food requirement?

Mr. PETRI. I could not, Mr. Speaker, tell you the number
of current licensees. If I recall from a hearing that the
Liquor Committee held, there is somewhere around 800 to
900 licensees. Whether all of them receive Sunday sales permits
or not is another question. Under current law, a Sunday sales
permit is a special application, and the way the law works, a
licensee has to sell at least 30 percent of their food in order to
maintain that Sunday sales permit, and this changes that
provision.

Mr. CLYMER. Thank you.
Continuing with the interrogation, Mr. Speaker, I thought

I heard you say that the free drinks, as we now relate to the
casinos, does this include all 14 casinos where the free drinks
will be served?

Mr. PETRI. I am sorry. You will have to repeat your
question. I missed that.

Mr. CLYMER. Does this include all 14 casinos where the
free drinks, alcohol drinks will be served?

Mr. PETRI. Yes, it does, Mr. Speaker.
Mr. CLYMER. And is it a fair assessment to say that they

are open 24 hours a day, 7 days a week?
Mr. PETRI. No. Mr. Speaker, the time requirements for a

licensee or a slot parlor to be open are still the same under
current law, so they do not have unlimited hours of operation.
Those rules still apply. That is at least with respect to the liquor
sales.

Mr. CLYMER. It says in here that free drinks cannot be
provided to those who are underage. Are they telling us that
they expect underage people to be in the casinos playing?

Mr. PETRI. No. Mr. Speaker, I believe the Senate added that
provision just to make sure that everyone understood that any
violation by a licensed slot parlor would cause that licensed
slot parlor to be subject to a revocation just like any other
establishment of its license. So I think that was done for
emphasis to ensure that the legislature, particularly, meant this
to be a very strict provision and that underage drinking
would not be acceptable in any establishment, whether it is a
slot parlor or otherwise.

Mr. CLYMER. Okay. And then we also have a provision
that says that free drinks cannot be provided to those who are
intoxicated or to induce a patron to drink alcohol. Now, who is
going to do the supervision to make sure that free drinks will
not be provided to those who are intoxicated or to induce a
patron to drink alcohol?

Mr. PETRI. Well, actually, these facilities have a number of
agencies that review them, obviously the LCB (Liquor Control
Board) and also the Gaming Board. So any violation by a slot
parlor of a license circumstance could cause the revocation of

that license, and obviously, that is a very important factor for
those slot parlors.

So I think we are sending a very, very strong message with
those provisions that the law will be strictly followed.

Mr. CLYMER. Would this scenario be one that could occur:
If a person had been in a bar – most bars close at 2 o’clock, and
these gaming facilities are open 24 hours a day – that they could
then go in, maybe take a few minutes to play a slot machine,
and then continue to get free alcohol? Is that a scenario that
could occur?

Mr. PETRI. This bill requires that alcohol not be served past
2 o’clock, so they could not obtain free alcohol past that hour.
Again, could it happen? Absolutely it could happen, and if it
did, there could be a revocation of that license, just like in any
other establishment in Pennsylvania.

Mr. CLYMER. Mr. Speaker, can the gentleman tell me if
there is any other industry that provides free alcohol for
entertainment? We have many entertainment facility
occurrences across the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. Can
you tell me where free alcohol is offered?

Mr. PETRI. The only thing I can think of that would respond
to your situation would obviously be if there was a private event
like a party. If someone was at your house, obviously you could
give them free alcohol.

In the instance of licensees, it is not uncommon in tracks
around the country for them, if they decide within their own
house rules to give away free alcohol, it is not uncommon for
them to do so.

And the restriction with regard to the number of free drinks
does not change under this bill. It is still only one for licensees
other than gaming facilities.

Mr. CLYMER. Mr. Speaker, there is nothing in the law that
prohibits the casino from advertising free drinks. If they wanted
to do that in any way they wanted, I do not see anything in the
law that prohibits them from doing it.

Mr. PETRI. All the provisions that exist under the current
Liquor Code provisions with regard to advertising would apply
to casinos, so they would have to follow the same rules as
everyone else.

Mr. CLYMER. But the casinos do not have to follow the
same LCB rules that would apply to their internal distribution of
alcohol. In other words, the Liquor Control Board has no
authority inside the casino itself.

Mr. PETRI. I believe that is incorrect, Mr. Speaker. I believe
they would have authority within the facility, and if they
violated any provision, it would be subject to the point system,
which exists, and could mean suspension of the license.

Mr. CLYMER. Mr. Speaker, that ends my interrogation.
I would like to make comments on this provision.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman is in order.
Mr. CLYMER. We have two areas that I have outlined, one

that abolishes the 30-percent food requirement for Sunday sales
in Philadelphia. Not too long ago we heard concerns expressed
by a number of legislators relating to crime and the fact that
people are not as civil as they were at one time and all the other
social problems that seem to generate around the city of
Philadelphia.

I would like someone to tell me how this is going to create
less crime in the city of Philadelphia, because we know there is
drug and alcohol abuse. In fact, not that long ago we passed
legislation to create a department to deal with drug and alcohol
abuse because it is becoming a major concern, a major social
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problem here in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. So I think
what we are doing here in this legislation is simply to make the
problems more severe as they deal with the city of Philadelphia.
You are not going to curtail crime and other social problems;
you are just going to allow them to increase, and it is not only in
the crime itself, but it is in the relations of families where an
alcoholic father or even the wife, underage drinking, all these
problems. I do not see how we are putting a lid on that issue as
it deals with the city of Philadelphia.

The other problem I have deals with the free drinks on the
casino floor. I think everyone here in this General Assembly
recognizes that the only reason that this is done is because the
casinos want to see people spend more money. They will spend
their last dime, especially if they are under the influence of
alcohol, and I do not see how the internal network that has been
established within the casino is going to be that effective in not
having people continue to get their free drinks and to become
intoxicated. I see a problem, quite frankly, when people start
leaving the casinos at the late hours, driving away intoxicated
and becoming involved in a serious accident.

Here again, we are here supposedly to help, be role models
for our young people. Not that long ago there was a rally here in
the Capitol, Pennsylvanians Against Underage Drinking, where
400 or 500 young people, young people, students from across
Pennsylvania, came here to rally, to make a statement that
drinking is not a priority in their lives and something that they
want others, their peers, to follow that leadership.

Mr. Speaker, the one definition, the one word I would use to
describe the reason you have free drinks is simply it is the greed
of the casinos; that is all they want. They just want more money.
They will probably have glasses inscribed with the patron’s
name on. This will become part of the perk process to allow
them to continue to drink alcohol until, as I had mentioned, they
spend that last dollar, and then it becomes a social problem, and
then we in the General Assembly have to figure out how we are
going to help those people make their mortgage payments,
provide food on the table for their families, help them with their
insurance payments. These then become our problem, and so let
us not kid ourselves. You know, we all understand that free
alcohol is simply to get the patron to continue to spend down.

And so, Mr. Speaker, for these reasons – and there are some
other provisions in the bill that I do not have the time, really, to
go into all the details because we just got this bill a few minutes
ago; I am sure that would reenforce my opposition to this
legislation – I would ask members that we vote this bill down.
This is not the hour and this is not the time to do such important
legislation as it impacts on the lives and the future of our
families, of our citizens of this great Commonwealth, and as
I said, I ask for a “no” vote.

Thank you.
The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman.
Mr. Dally.
Mr. DALLY. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
I would like to interrogate the maker or the gentleman who is

standing for interrogation, if possible.
The SPEAKER. The gentleman indicates he will stand for

interrogation. The gentleman is in order.
Mr. DALLY. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
I believe that one of the licenses that is going to be

transferred in this legislation is going to end up in Northampton
County, and this legislation allows for the transfer of licenses
out of the city of the first class, which is Philadelphia, and I am

wondering, why is it just the city or county of the first class?
Why were not other counties considered as far as transfers of
licenses?

Mr. PETRI. Mr. Speaker, when the quota system was
established, Philadelphia had more than a million more people
than they do today. So Philadelphia is oversaturated with
licenses, and by the way, many of them have turned out to
become nuisance establishments for neighborhoods. So the idea
is to reduce the number of licenses in the city and county of
Philadelphia.

To the extent that a licensee cannot find a license within their
own community, they may apply for a transfer of one of the
Philadelphia licenses.

Under the bill, if you meet the definition of a mixed-use
town center development where you are establishing a number
of new restaurants, retail, commercial that never existed, it
might be that in your community you will not have sufficient
licenses to serve the community and to attract that economic
development. So that is the reason for the provision in the bill,
Mr. Speaker.

Mr. DALLY. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Do you know how many licenses that are presently being

held in safekeeping in the city of Philadelphia?
Mr. PETRI. I do not, Mr. Speaker.
Mr. DALLY. Are these licenses that are presently in

safekeeping, and I guess assuming they are for sale, are they
under common ownership or are there instances of similar
ownership interests in these licenses?

Mr. PETRI. Could you repeat that question again. I could not
hear it.

Mr. DALLY. The licenses that are presently in safekeeping
in the city of Philadelphia, are these licenses under common
ownership where, say, an entity owns an interest in several of
these licenses?

Mr. PETRI. I do not think we would be capable of answering
that question. Those situations would vary so much,
Mr. Speaker, it would be impossible to answer that question.

Mr. DALLY. All right. I would like to speak on the
amendment, Mr. Speaker.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman is in order.
Mr. DALLY. I think that the concept of transferring liquor

licenses to counties where there is more robust economic
development is a good idea. My only concern with this
amendment is the fact that it restricts the transfer of those
licenses just from the city of Philadelphia, which I think creates
an artificially high market for those licenses as opposed to other
areas of the State. And certainly there are other counties in
Pennsylvania that have lost population, and I think there are
owners of liquor licenses there that may wish to also sell liquor
licenses in accordance with this legislation.

So I think it should have been opened up to more than just
the city of Philadelphia.

Thank you.
The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman.
The Chair recognizes the gentleman, Mr. Donatucci.
Mr. DONATUCCI. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Urging all the colleagues on my side of the aisle in the House

to support this legislation. We had hearings on this during the
summer, and basically we addressed 10 issues in this bill. It is
time to move on, and I appreciate support of all the members.

Thank you.
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The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman.
The Chair recognizes the gentleman, Mr. Raymond.
Mr. RAYMOND. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Mr. Speaker, I just rise to support this bill on concurrence in

Senate amendments.
It is a culmination of about a year’s worth of work with the

Liquor Committee, and we have worked very hard to get this
bill to this point and would appreciate a “yes” vote.

Thank you.
The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman.
The Chair recognizes the gentleman, Mr. Maher.
Mr. MAHER. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Regardless of what your view is about gaming, it is worth

considering the impact of the free drink licensee. In the context
of the restaurants and the other taverns and public houses in
your districts, those restaurants that hold liquor licenses and
have played by the rules over the years cannot expect to be able
to compete with establishments that are able to not only offer
free drinks but to advertise free drinks. The effect of this
amendment is creating regulation by government telling certain
businesses you cannot compete this way but these particular
businesses can, and it creates an unfair playing field that will
have the obvious and unfortunate result of leading to the demise
of restaurants and bars and taverns at quite an arm’s reach of
these casinos.

So regardless of what your thought is about casinos, do think
about the restaurants in Pittsburgh, the restaurants in
Philadelphia, and the impact that you can expect, that the power
of government telling those restaurants they cannot do these
things but the casinos may will lead to their demise.

There is very much that is good in this legislation, but
because of the obvious and terrible impact that I foresee this
having in Pittsburgh, in Philadelphia, in parts of Washington
County, in parts of Fayette County, I am going to have to vote
“no,” and I very much regret that, because there was so much
good work into this bill, but this one provision will lead to the
demise of a large number of restaurants.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman.

On the question recurring,
Will the House concur in Senate amendments?
The SPEAKER. Agreeable to the provisions of the

Constitution, the yeas and nays will now be taken.

The following roll call was recorded:

YEAS–112

Baldwin Eachus Levdansky Sainato
Barrar Evans, J. Maitland Santoni
Bebko-Jones Fabrizio Manderino Sather
Belardi Feese Mann Scavello
Belfanti Fichter Markosek Shaner
Benninghoff Fleagle McCall Shapiro
Biancucci Frankel McGeehan Siptroth
Bishop Gannon McGill Sonney
Blackwell George McNaughton Staback
Blaum Gerber Melio Stairs
Bunt Gergely Mundy Sturla
Buxton Goodman Myers Surra
Caltagirone Grucela O’Brien Taylor, E.Z.
Cappelli Haluska O’Neill Taylor, J.
Casorio Hanna Oliver Thomas
Cawley Harhai Pallone Tigue

Cohen Hasay Parker Veon
Cornell Herman Petri Walko
Corrigan James Petrone Wansacz
Costa Josephs Pistella Waters
Crahalla Keller, W. Preston Wheatley
Cruz Kenney Raymond Williams
Daley Killion Rieger Wright
Dally Kirkland Roberts Youngblood
DeLuca Kotik Roebuck Yudichak
Dermody Leach Rooney
DeWeese Lederer Ruffing Perzel,
Diven Leh Sabatina Speaker
Donatucci Lescovitz

NAYS–75

Allen Geist McIlhattan Rubley
Argall Gillespie McIlhinney Samuelson
Baker Gingrich Millard Saylor
Bastian Godshall Miller, R. Schroder
Beyer Good Miller, S. Semmel
Birmelin Grell Mustio Smith, B.
Boyd Gruitza Nailor Smith, S.
Causer Harhart Nickol Solobay
Clymer Harper Payne Steil
Creighton Harris Petrarca Stern
Curry Hennessey Phillips Stevenson, R.
Denlinger Hess Pickett Stevenson, T.
DiGirolamo Hickernell Pyle True
Ellis Hutchinson Quigley Turzai
Fairchild Kauffman Rapp Watson
Flick Keller, M. Reed Wilt
Forcier Maher Reichley Yewcic
Freeman Major Rohrer Zug
Gabig Marsico Ross

NOT VOTING–1 
 
Civera

EXCUSED–14

Adolph Hershey Micozzie Tangretti
Armstrong LaGrotta Ramaley Vitali
Evans, D. Mackereth Readshaw Wojnaroski
Flaherty Metcalfe

The majority required by the Constitution having voted in
the affirmative, the question was determined in the affirmative
and the amendments were concurred in.

Ordered, That the clerk inform the Senate accordingly.

BILLS SIGNED BY SPEAKER

Bills numbered and entitled as follows having been prepared
for presentation to the Governor, and the same being correct, the
titles were publicly read as follows:

HB 105, PN 4946

An Act amending Title 62 (Procurement) of the Pennsylvania
Consolidated Statutes, providing for cooperative purchase of fire,
rescue and ambulance company supplies.

HB 446, PN 4948

An Act amending the act of April 12, 1951 (P.L.90, No.21),
known as the Liquor Code, further providing for the definition of
“eligible entity”; adding a definition of “mixed-use town center
development project”; further providing for sales by liquor licensees,
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for sale of malt or brewed beverages by liquor licensees, for malt and
brewed beverages retail licenses, for retail dispensers’ restrictions on
purchases and sales, for limiting number of retail licenses to be issued
in each county for surrender of restaurant, eating place retail dispenser,
hotel, importing distributor and distributor license for benefit of
licensee; providing for expiration of point system; further providing for
unlawful acts relative to liquor, malt and brewed beverages and
licensees; and making a related repeal.

HB 471, PN 4947

An Act amending the act of April 9, 1929 (P.L.177, No.175),
known as The Administrative Code of 1929, providing for transfers of
appropriations and for notice of transfers and loans between funds;
extending the time period covered by an application considered for the
Merchant Marine World War II Veterans Bonus and the expiration of
the Merchant Marine World War II Veterans Bonus Act; establishing
the Cardiovascular Disease Advisory Committee and a Statewide
stroke database; providing for biennial renewal of certain licenses for
volunteer health services; and making inconsistent repeals relating to
the Merchant Marine World War II Veterans Bonus Act.

HB 2296, PN 4944

An Act amending Title 51 (Military Affairs) of the Pennsylvania
Consolidated Statutes, further providing for retention of licenses of
persons entering military service, for disabled veterans’ real estate tax
exemption and for duty of commission.

SB 514, PN 2124

An Act amending the act of May 21, 1943 (P.L.571, No.254),
known as The Fourth to Eighth Class County Assessment Law,
expanding the scope of the act; further providing for the short title, for
definitions, for applicability and for subjects of taxation; eliminating
the office of elected assessor in townships of the second class;
providing for valuation of real property used for wind energy
generation; and making a related repeal.

SB 669, PN 2250

An Act amending Titles 2 (Administrative Law and Procedure)
and 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) of the Pennsylvania
Consolidated Statutes, providing for court and administrative
proceeding interpreters; and repealing related provisions.

SB 1054, PN 2247

An Act amending Titles 18 (Crimes and Offenses), 23 (Domestic
Relations) and 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) of the
Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes, protecting children from abuse;
further providing for endangering the welfare of children; further
providing, in child protective services, for definitions, for reporting, for
immunity, for penalties and for information on prospective child-care
personnel; providing, in child protective services, for information on
family day-care home residents and for information on persons having
child contact; further providing, in child protective services, for
investigation of reports; and further providing for limitation of actions,
for sentencing, for assessments and for sex offender information made
available on the Internet.

SB 1139, PN 2249

An Act amending the act of March 4, 1971 (P.L.6, No.2), known
as the Tax Reform Code of 1971, further providing, in personal income
tax, for classes of income.

SB 1235, PN 2106

An Act amending the act of February 14, 1986 (P.L.2, No.2),
known as the Acupuncture Registration Act, expanding the scope of
the act to include Chinese herbal therapy; further providing for
definitions; regulating the practice of Chinese herbal therapy; further

providing for regulation of the practice of acupuncture and for
penalties; and imposing duties on the State Board of Medicine and the
State Board of Osteopathic Medicine.

SB 1263, PN 1932

An Act amending the act of April 9, 1929 (P.L.343, No.176),
known as The Fiscal Code, further providing, in abandoned and
unclaimed property, for property subject to custody and control of
Commonwealth.

SB 1285, PN 2251

An Act amending Title 71 (State Government) of the Pennsylvania
Consolidated Statutes, further providing for credited State service and
for classes of service.

Whereupon, the Speaker, in the presence of the House,
signed the same.

STATEMENT BY SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair would like to thank the members
for their patience. It has been a long time since any of you have
been home the Wednesday before Thanksgiving.

I wanted to wish the departing members well, good luck,
good friendship. We do have at least a get-together once every
year that we would like to see you all at.

My number is in the phone book if I can ever help, and I am
sure you can get a hold of me. I am pretty easy.

So happy Thanksgiving, happy holidays, good luck, and
I wish all the members that are departing here the best in their
careers.

Thank you very much for your time.

BILL REREPORTED FROM COMMITTEE

HB 2021, PN 3480 By Rep. FEESE

An Act amending the act of January 17, 1968 (P.L.11, No.5),
known as The Minimum Wage Act of 1968, further providing for
minimum wage.

APPROPRIATIONS.

RECESS

The SPEAKER. The House stands in recess until the call of
the Chair.

AFTER RECESS

The time of recess having expired, the House was called to
order.

THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE
(ROBERT J. FLICK) PRESIDING

BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS PASSED OVER

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without objection, any
remaining bills and resolutions on today’s calendar will be
passed over. The Chair hears no objection.
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RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair recognizes the
gentleman, Mr. Eachus, from Luzerne County.

Mr. EACHUS. Mr. Speaker, I move that this House do
recess until Wednesday, November 22, 2006, at 10:30 a.m.,
e.s.t., unless sooner recalled by the Speaker.

On the question,
Will the House agree to the motion?
Motion was agreed to, and at 10:29 a.m., e.s.t., Wednesday,

November 22, 2006, the House recessed.


