
COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA 
 

LEGISLATIVE JOURNAL 
 

TUESDAY, MARCH 14, 2006 
 

SESSION OF 2006 190TH OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY No. 18 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
The House convened at 11 a.m., e.s.t. 

 

THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 
(MATTHEW E. BAKER) PRESIDING 

 

PRAYER 

REV. DR. KIRBY NELSON KELLER, Chaplain of the 
House of Representatives, offered the following prayer: 
 

Let us pray: 
 Our loving heavenly Father, the ancient words of King David 
always give us great comfort when he wrote, “The Lord is my 
shepherd, I shall not want.” This powerful imagery reminds us 
of a good, compassionate God who cares about each of our 
lives. 
 Today the members of this House carry great burdens 
serving the people of Pennsylvania, but in addition, they carry 
many heavy personal burdens as well. Lord, it is so easy for the 
many pressures and exigencies of public life to overwhelm us 
and push our personal lives to the periphery. Back home may be 
a spouse, a child, or family member facing serious illness or 
other significant needs, and we are worried, and we feel guilty 
and helpless because we are not there. 
 In Your great mercy, give us faith to cast our cares on You 
with the assurance that You care for us. How liberating it is to 
know that we need not walk alone, but in You we can find grace 
sufficient for the day. 
 Guide and comfort us in all that we do today, we pray in the 
name of the Good Shepherd. Amen. 
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

(The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by members and 
visitors.) 
 

JOURNAL APPROVAL POSTPONED 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without objection, the approval 
of the Journal of Monday, March 13, 2006, will be postponed 
until printed. 

HOUSE BILLS 
INTRODUCED AND REFERRED 

No. 2503 By Representatives HANNA, SURRA, THOMAS, 
BARRAR, BELFANTI, CAUSER, GODSHALL and 
HERSHEY  
 

An Act amending Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) of 
the Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes, providing for legal fees in 
Pennsylvania Game Commission matters.  
 

Referred to Committee on JUDICIARY, March 14, 2006. 
 

No. 2504 By Representative FEESE  
 

A Supplement to the act of April 1, 1863 (P.L.213, No.227), 
entitled “An act to accept the grant of Public Lands, by the  
United States, to the several states, for the endowment of Agricultural 
Colleges,” making appropriations for carrying the same into effect; and 
providing for a basis for payments of such appropriations, for a method 
of accounting for the funds appropriated and for certain fiscal 
information disclosure.  
 

Referred to Committee on APPROPRIATIONS, March 14, 
2006. 
 

No. 2505 By Representative FEESE  
 

A Supplement to the act of July 28, 1966 (3rd Sp.Sess., P.L.87, 
No.3), entitled “An act providing for the establishment and operation of 
the University of Pittsburgh as an instrumentality of the 
Commonwealth to serve as a State-related university in the higher 
education system of the Commonwealth; providing for change of 
name; providing for the composition of the board of trustees; terms of 
trustees, and the power and duties of such trustees; authorizing 
appropriations in amounts to be fixed annually by the General 
Assembly; providing for the auditing of accounts of expenditures from 
said appropriations; providing for public support and capital 
improvements; authorizing the issuance of bonds exempt from taxation 
within the Commonwealth; requiring the chancellor to make an annual 
report of the operations of the University of Pittsburgh,” making 
appropriations for carrying the same into effect; providing for a basis 
for payments of such appropriations, for a method of accounting for the 
funds appropriated and for certain fiscal information disclosure.  
 

Referred to Committee on APPROPRIATIONS, March 14, 
2006. 
 

No. 2506 By Representative FEESE  
 

A Supplement to the act of November 30, 1965 (P.L.843, No.355), 
known as the Temple University–Commonwealth Act, making 
appropriations for carrying the same into effect; providing for a basis 
for payments of such appropriations; and providing a method of 
accounting for the funds appropriated and for certain fiscal information 
disclosure.  
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Referred to Committee on APPROPRIATIONS, March 14, 
2006. 
 

No. 2507 By Representative FEESE  
 

A Supplement to the act of July 7, 1972 (P.L.743, No.176), known 
as the Lincoln University-Commonwealth Act, making an 
appropriation for carrying the same into effect; providing for a basis for 
payments of the appropriation; and providing a method of accounting 
for the funds appropriated and for certain fiscal information disclosure.  
 

Referred to Committee on APPROPRIATIONS, March 14, 
2006. 
 

No. 2508 By Representative FEESE  
 

An Act making an appropriation to the Trustees of  
Drexel University, Philadelphia.  
 

Referred to Committee on APPROPRIATIONS, March 14, 
2006. 
 

No. 2509 By Representative FEESE  
 

An Act making appropriations to the Trustees of the University of 
Pennsylvania.  
 

Referred to Committee on APPROPRIATIONS, March 14, 
2006. 
 

No. 2510 By Representative FEESE  
 

An Act making appropriations to the Philadelphia Health and 
Education Corporation for the Colleges of Medicine, Public Health, 
Nursing and Health Professions and for continuation of pediatric 
services.  
 

Referred to Committee on APPROPRIATIONS, March 14, 
2006. 
 

No. 2511 By Representative FEESE  
 

An Act making appropriations to the Thomas Jefferson University, 
Philadelphia.  
 

Referred to Committee on APPROPRIATIONS, March 14, 
2006. 
 

No. 2512 By Representative FEESE  
 

An Act making an appropriation to the Philadelphia College of 
Osteopathic Medicine, Philadelphia.  
 

Referred to Committee on APPROPRIATIONS, March 14, 
2006. 
 

No. 2513 By Representative FEESE  
 

An Act making an appropriation to the Lake Erie College of 
Osteopathic Medicine, Erie.  
 

Referred to Committee on APPROPRIATIONS, March 14, 
2006. 
 

No. 2514 By Representative FEESE  
 

An Act making an appropriation to the Pennsylvania College of 
Optometry, Philadelphia.  
 

Referred to Committee on APPROPRIATIONS, March 14, 
2006. 
 

No. 2515 By Representative FEESE  
 

An Act making an appropriation to the University of the Arts, 
Philadelphia, for instruction and student aid.  
 

Referred to Committee on APPROPRIATIONS, March 14, 
2006. 
 

No. 2516 By Representative FEESE  
 

An Act making appropriations to the Trustees of the  
Berean Training and Industrial School at Philadelphia for operation  
and maintenance expenses and for payment of debt service.  
 

Referred to Committee on APPROPRIATIONS, March 14, 
2006. 
 

No. 2517 By Representative FEESE  
 

An Act making an appropriation to the Johnson Technical Institute 
of Scranton for operation and maintenance expenses.  
 

Referred to Committee on APPROPRIATIONS, March 14, 
2006. 
 

No. 2518 By Representative FEESE  
 

An Act making an appropriation to the Williamson Free School of 
Mechanical Trades in Delaware County for operation and maintenance 
expenses.  
 

Referred to Committee on APPROPRIATIONS, March 14, 
2006. 
 

No. 2519 By Representative FEESE  
 

An Act making an appropriation to the Fox Chase Institute for 
Cancer Research, Philadelphia, for the operation and maintenance of 
the cancer research program.  
 

Referred to Committee on APPROPRIATIONS, March 14, 
2006. 
 

No. 2520 By Representative FEESE  
 

An Act making an appropriation to the Wistar Institute, 
Philadelphia, for operation and maintenance expenses and for AIDS 
research.  
 

Referred to Committee on APPROPRIATIONS, March 14, 
2006. 
 

No. 2521 By Representative FEESE  
 

An Act making an appropriation to the Central Penn Oncology 
Group.  
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Referred to Committee on APPROPRIATIONS, March 14, 
2006. 
 

No. 2522 By Representative FEESE  
 

An Act making an appropriation to the Lancaster Cleft Palate for 
outpatient-inpatient treatment.  
 

Referred to Committee on APPROPRIATIONS, March 14, 
2006. 
 

No. 2523 By Representative FEESE  
 

An Act making an appropriation to the Burn Foundation, 
Philadelphia, for outpatient and inpatient treatment.  
 

Referred to Committee on APPROPRIATIONS, March 14, 
2006. 
 

No. 2524 By Representative FEESE  
 

An Act making an appropriation to The Children’s Institute, 
Pittsburgh, for treatment and rehabilitation of certain persons with 
disabling diseases.  
 

Referred to Committee on APPROPRIATIONS, March 14, 
2006. 
 

No. 2525 By Representative FEESE  
 

An Act making an appropriation to The Children’s Hospital of 
Philadelphia for comprehensive patient care and general maintenance 
and operation of the hospital.  
 

Referred to Committee on APPROPRIATIONS, March 14, 
2006. 
 

No. 2526 By Representative FEESE  
 

An Act making an appropriation to the Beacon Lodge Camp.  
 

Referred to Committee on APPROPRIATIONS, March 14, 
2006. 
 

No. 2527 By Representative FEESE  
 

An Act making appropriations to the Carnegie Museums of 
Pittsburgh for operations and maintenance expenses and the purchase 
of apparatus, supplies and equipment.  
 

Referred to Committee on APPROPRIATIONS, March 14, 
2006. 
 

No. 2528 By Representative FEESE  
 

An Act making an appropriation to the Franklin Institute Science 
Museum for maintenance expenses.  
 

Referred to Committee on APPROPRIATIONS, March 14, 
2006. 
 

No. 2529 By Representative FEESE  
 

An Act making an appropriation to the Academy of  
Natural Sciences for maintenance expenses.  
 

Referred to Committee on APPROPRIATIONS, March 14, 
2006. 
 

No. 2530 By Representative FEESE  
 

An Act making an appropriation to the African-American Museum 
in Philadelphia for operating expenses.  
 

Referred to Committee on APPROPRIATIONS, March 14, 
2006. 
 

No. 2531 By Representative FEESE  
 

An Act making an appropriation to the Everhart Museum in 
Scranton for operating expenses.  
 

Referred to Committee on APPROPRIATIONS, March 14, 
2006. 
 

No. 2532 By Representative FEESE  
 

An Act making an appropriation to the Mercer Museum in 
Doylestown, Pennsylvania, for operating expenses.  
 

Referred to Committee on APPROPRIATIONS, March 14, 
2006. 
 

No. 2533 By Representative FEESE  
 

An Act making an appropriation to the Whitaker Center for 
Science and the Arts in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, for operating 
expenses.  
 

Referred to Committee on APPROPRIATIONS, March 14, 
2006. 
 

No. 2534 By Representatives WOJNAROSKI, STABACK, 
GOODMAN, CALTAGIRONE, CASORIO, PETRARCA, 
THOMAS, CRAHALLA, KOTIK, BEBKO-JONES, JAMES, 
FICHTER, SOLOBAY, BELFANTI, REED, YOUNGBLOOD, 
PALLONE and PETRONE  
 

An Act amending the act of June 23, 1931 (P.L.932, No.317), 
known as The Third Class City Code, further providing for retirement 
and final discharge and for limited vested benefit.  
 

Referred to Committee on STATE GOVERNMENT, 
March 14, 2006. 
 

No. 2535 By Representatives BIRMELIN, BENNINGHOFF, 
CALTAGIRONE, CAPPELLI, DENLINGER, FAIRCHILD, 
FLEAGLE, GEIST, HARHART, HARRIS, HERSHEY, 
JAMES, LEH, McILHINNEY, RAPP, ROHRER, SCAVELLO 
and YOUNGBLOOD  
 

An Act amending Title 30 (Fish) of the Pennsylvania Consolidated 
Statutes, further providing for expiration of licenses and permits.  
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Referred to Committee on GAME AND FISHERIES, 
March 14, 2006. 

SENATE MESSAGE 

RECESS RESOLUTION 
FOR CONCURRENCE 

 
The clerk of the Senate, being introduced, presented the 

following extract from the Journal of the Senate, which was 
read as follows: 
 

In the Senate 
 March 13, 2006 
 

RESOLVED, (the House of Representatives concurring),  
Pursuant to Article II, Section 14 of the Pennsylvania Constitution, that 
when the Regular Session of the Senate recesses this week, it 
reconvene on Monday, March 20, 2006, unless sooner recalled by the 
President Pro Tempore of the Senate; and be it further 
 RESOLVED, Pursuant to Article II, Section 14 of the Pennsylvania 
Constitution, that when the Regular Session of the Senate recesses the 
week of March 20th, it reconvene on Monday, March 27, 2006, unless 
sooner recalled by the President Pro Tempore of the Senate; and be it 
further 
 RESOLVED, Pursuant to Article II, Section 14 of the Pennsylvania 
Constitution, that when the Regular Session of the Senate recesses the 
week of March 27th, it reconvene on Monday, April 3, 2006, unless 
sooner recalled by the President Pro Tempore of the Senate; and be it 
further 
 RESOLVED, Pursuant to Article II, Section 14 of the Pennsylvania 
Constitution, that when the Regular Session of the House of 
Representatives recesses this week, it reconvene on Monday,  
March 20, 2006, unless sooner recalled by the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives; and be it further 
 RESOLVED, Pursuant to Article II, Section 14 of the Pennsylvania 
Constitution, that when the Regular Session of the House of 
Representatives recesses on March 20th, it reconvene on Monday, 
April 3, 2006, unless sooner recalled by the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives. 
 

Ordered, That the clerk present the same to the House of 
Representatives for its concurrence. 
 

On the question, 
 Will the House concur in the resolution of the Senate? 
 Resolution was concurred in. 
 Ordered, That the clerk inform the Senate accordingly. 

BILLS REPORTED FROM COMMITTEES, 
CONSIDERED FIRST TIME, AND TABLED 

HB 1462, PN 1780 By Rep. O’BRIEN 
 

An Act amending Title 18 (Crimes and Offenses) of the 
Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes, further providing for duties 
relating to missing children and other missing persons.  
 

JUDICIARY. 
 

HB 2437, PN 3506 By Rep. SEMMEL 
 

An Act amending Title 51 (Military Affairs) of the Pennsylvania 
Consolidated Statutes, further providing for the amounts of part-time 
student assistance grants.  

VETERANS AFFAIRS AND EMERGENCY 
PREPAREDNESS. 
 

HB 2467, PN 3716 (Amended)   By Rep. O’BRIEN 
 

An Act amending Titles 18 (Crimes and Offenses) and  
42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) of the Pennsylvania Consolidated 
Statutes, further providing for sentence for murder and murder  
of unborn child; providing for the offense of criminal homicide of  
law enforcement officer and for the offense of assault of  
law enforcement officer; imposing penalties; and prescribing sentences 
for offenses committed against law enforcement officer.  
 

JUDICIARY. 
 

SB 1081, PN 1512 By Rep. SEMMEL 
 

An Act amending Title 51 (Military Affairs) of the Pennsylvania 
Consolidated Statutes, further providing for limitations and eligibility 
in educational assistance program.  
 

VETERANS AFFAIRS AND EMERGENCY 
PREPAREDNESS. 

 

LEAVES OF ABSENCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair recognizes the 
majority whip, who requests a leave of absence for the 
gentleman, Mr. SMITH, from York County. Without objection, 
the leave of absence will be so granted. 
 The Chair recognizes the minority whip, who requests a 
leave of absence for the gentleman from Philadelphia County, 
Mr. McGEEHAN. Without objection, that leave of absence will 
also be granted. 
 

REMARKS SUBMITTED FOR THE RECORD 

Mr. PETRI submitted the following remarks for the 
Legislative Journal: 
 

Mr. Speaker, it is my privilege to bring to the attention of the 
Speaker and the members of the Pennsylvania House of 
Representatives the names of Alex Blouch and Brian Smith, who have 
recently been awarded Scouting’s highest honor – Eagle Scout. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would like to read to the members of the House of 
Representatives the following citation of merit honoring Alex Blouch 
and Brian Smith. 
 Whereas, Alex Blouch and Brian Smith earned the Eagle Award in 
Scouting. This is the highest award that Boy Scouts can bestow and as 
such represents great sacrifice and tremendous effort on the part of 
these young men. Alex and Brian are members of Troop 147. 
 Now therefore, Mr. Speaker and members of the House of 
Representatives, it is my privilege to congratulate and place in the 
Legislative Journal the names of Alex Blouch and Brian Smith. 
 

MASTER ROLL CALL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair is about to take the 
master roll call. Members will proceed to vote. 
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The following roll call was recorded: 
 

PRESENT–199 
 
Adolph Feese Maher Rubley 
Allen Fichter Maitland Ruffing 
Argall Fleagle Major Sainato 
Armstrong Flick Manderino Samuelson 
Baker Forcier Mann Santoni 
Baldwin Frankel Markosek Sather 
Barrar Freeman Marsico Saylor 
Bastian Gabig McCall Scavello 
Bebko-Jones Gannon McGill Schroder 
Belardi Geist McIlhattan Semmel 
Belfanti George McIlhinney Shaner 
Benninghoff Gerber McNaughton Shapiro 
Beyer Gergely Melio Siptroth 
Biancucci Gillespie Metcalfe Smith, S. H. 
Birmelin Gingrich Micozzie Solobay 
Bishop Godshall Millard Sonney 
Blackwell Good Miller, R. Staback 
Blaum Goodman Miller, S. Stairs 
Boyd Grell Mundy Steil 
Bunt Grucela Mustio Stern 
Buxton Gruitza Myers Stetler 
Caltagirone Haluska Nailor Stevenson, R. 
Cappelli Hanna Nickol Stevenson, T. 
Casorio Harhai O’Brien Sturla 
Causer Harhart Oliver Surra 
Cawley Harper O’Neill Tangretti 
Civera Harris Pallone Taylor, E. Z. 
Clymer Hasay Parker Taylor, J. 
Cohen Hennessey Payne Thomas 
Cornell Herman Petrarca Tigue 
Corrigan Hershey Petri True 
Costa Hess Petrone Turzai 
Crahalla Hickernell Phillips Veon 
Creighton Hutchinson Pickett Vitali 
Cruz James Pistella Walko 
Curry Josephs Preston Wansacz 
Daley Kauffman Pyle Waters 
Dally Keller, M. Quigley Watson 
DeLuca Keller, W. Ramaley Wheatley 
Denlinger Kenney Rapp Williams 
Dermody Killion Raymond Wilt 
DeWeese Kirkland Readshaw Wojnaroski 
DiGirolamo Kotik Reed Wright 
Diven LaGrotta Reichley Yewcic 
Donatucci Leach Rieger Youngblood 
Eachus Lederer Roberts Yudichak 
Ellis Leh Roebuck Zug 
Evans, D. Lescovitz Rohrer 
Evans, J. Levdansky Rooney Perzel, 
Fabrizio Mackereth Ross     Speaker 
Fairchild 
 

ADDITIONS–0 
 

NOT VOTING–0 
 

EXCUSED–2 
 
McGeehan Smith, B. 
 

LEAVES ADDED–3 
 
Bishop  Myers Shaner 
 

LEAVES CANCELED–3 
 
McGeehan Myers Smith, B. 
 

GUESTS INTRODUCED 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair welcomes  
Matthew Roche of Lititz, an intern in the district office, who is 
the guest of Representative Roy Baldwin and is located in the 
balcony. Please rise and be recognized. 
 Please welcome Carly Wise, Liz Mylin, and Caroline 
Klidonas as guest pages for today from Representative  
Bev Mackereth’s office. They live in Representative  
Keith Gillespie’s district, and they attend Central York  
High School. Please welcome to the hall of the House.  
Please rise and be recognized. 
 The Chair welcomes Chris Bowen, a student at  
East Stroudsburg University, interning in Representative  
Bob Freeman’s district office. He is the guest of Representative 
Bob Freeman of Northampton County and located in the 
balcony. Please rise and be recognized. 
 

Members, please come to the floor of the House. Members, 
please take your seats. 

THE SPEAKER (JOHN M. PERZEL) 
PRESIDING 

 
FORMER MEMBER AND GUESTS 

WELCOMED 

The SPEAKER. The Chair at this time recognizes 
Representative Keller for the purpose of introduction of several 
guests. 
 Mr. M. KELLER. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 It is a great honor of mine and privilege to have guests from 
my district: former Representative Al Holman, to my left over 
here, who served in this great House from the years 1960 
through 1970. His seat number was seat No. 63, where I believe 
Representative Nickol sits today. But I am honored to have 
Representative Holman, his two daughters, and family with us 
today here in the House. 
 It is an honor to have a past Representative from my district 
come back to the House, and he has done great deeds for the 
86th District, for the county that he represented, which was 
Perry County, and we are honored today to have his presence 
with us today, and I am certainly honored that he took the time 
to come down and be here and show his children and 
grandchildren what this great establishment is. If you would all 
please give them a round of applause. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 

GUESTS INTRODUCED 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is pleased to welcome to the  
hall of the House Laura Lynn Yohe from Big Run, Jefferson 
County. She is the guest of the majority leader, Sam Smith,  
and we recognize her this week as one of the State’s  
Penn Ambassadors. Would she please rise and be recognized. 
 The Chair welcomes to the hall of the House Paul, Shauna, 
and Julia Irvin and Quentin Setterman. They are the guests 
today of Representative Gordon Denlinger. They are seated to 
the left of the Speaker. Would those guests please rise and be 
recognized. 
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CALENDAR 
 

RESOLUTIONS PURSUANT TO RULE 35 

Mr. HERMAN called up HR 627, PN 3645, entitled: 
 

A Resolution recognizing March 24, 2006, as “Make-A-Wish 
Day” in Centre County.  
 

On the question, 
 Will the House adopt the resolution? 
 

The following roll call was recorded: 
 

YEAS–199 
 
Adolph Feese Maher Rubley 
Allen Fichter Maitland Ruffing 
Argall Fleagle Major Sainato 
Armstrong Flick Manderino Samuelson 
Baker Forcier Mann Santoni 
Baldwin Frankel Markosek Sather 
Barrar Freeman Marsico Saylor 
Bastian Gabig McCall Scavello 
Bebko-Jones Gannon McGill Schroder 
Belardi Geist McIlhattan Semmel 
Belfanti George McIlhinney Shaner 
Benninghoff Gerber McNaughton Shapiro 
Beyer Gergely Melio Siptroth 
Biancucci Gillespie Metcalfe Smith, S. H. 
Birmelin Gingrich Micozzie Solobay 
Bishop Godshall Millard Sonney 
Blackwell Good Miller, R. Staback 
Blaum Goodman Miller, S. Stairs 
Boyd Grell Mundy Steil 
Bunt Grucela Mustio Stern 
Buxton Gruitza Myers Stetler 
Caltagirone Haluska Nailor Stevenson, R. 
Cappelli Hanna Nickol Stevenson, T. 
Casorio Harhai O’Brien Sturla 
Causer Harhart Oliver Surra 
Cawley Harper O’Neill Tangretti 
Civera Harris Pallone Taylor, E. Z. 
Clymer Hasay Parker Taylor, J. 
Cohen Hennessey Payne Thomas 
Cornell Herman Petrarca Tigue 
Corrigan Hershey Petri True 
Costa Hess Petrone Turzai 
Crahalla Hickernell Phillips Veon 
Creighton Hutchinson Pickett Vitali 
Cruz James Pistella Walko 
Curry Josephs Preston Wansacz 
Daley Kauffman Pyle Waters 
Dally Keller, M. Quigley Watson 
DeLuca Keller, W. Ramaley Wheatley 
Denlinger Kenney Rapp Williams 
Dermody Killion Raymond Wilt 
DeWeese Kirkland Readshaw Wojnaroski 
DiGirolamo Kotik Reed Wright 
Diven LaGrotta Reichley Yewcic 
Donatucci Leach Rieger Youngblood 
Eachus Lederer Roberts Yudichak 
Ellis Leh Roebuck Zug 
Evans, D. Lescovitz Rohrer 
Evans, J. Levdansky Rooney Perzel, 
Fabrizio Mackereth Ross     Speaker 
Fairchild 
 

NAYS–0 
 

NOT VOTING–0 
 

EXCUSED–2 
 
McGeehan Smith, B. 
 

The majority having voted in the affirmative, the question 
was determined in the affirmative and the resolution was 
adopted. 
 

* * *

Mr. PETRONE called up HR 638, PN 3663, entitled: 
 

A Resolution honoring the players of the Pittsburgh Steelers,  
Head Coach Bill Cowher and the Steelers coaching staff on the 
occasion of winning Super Bowl XL and wishing them continued 
success in future seasons.  
 

On the question, 
 Will the House adopt the resolution? 
 

The SPEAKER. On that question, the Chair recognizes the 
gentleman, Mr. Petrone. 
 Mr. PETRONE. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, this certainly is a special day for us, one that 
many months ago I am sure we would have never thought was 
going to happen. This is a salute to our Pittsburgh Steelers for 
winning the Super Bowl. 
 Thank you. I know you all shared with me and all of our 
people from Pittsburgh the excitement of that moment. 
 A brief history of this year: “WHEREAS, The Pittsburgh 
Steelers, one of the National Football League’s…most storied 
franchises, has been a beloved institution in the City of 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, since 1933; and 
 “WHEREAS, Previous to the 2005 season, the franchise 
captured a total of 17 division championships, made 22 playoff 
appearances and won five conference championships and  
four Super Bowls; and 
 “WHEREAS, At one point during the 2005 regular season, 
the Steelers had a record of 7-5 and were in jeopardy of not 
making the playoffs; and 
 “WHEREAS, The Steelers made a remarkable turnaround 
and finished the season with an 11-5 record; and 
 “WHEREAS, The franchise entered the playoffs as the  
sixth-seeded team in the American Football Conference…” 
championship “and went on to defeat the Cincinnati Bengals 
and the Indianapolis Colts in succeeding games on January 8 
and 15, 2006, thereby advancing to the AFC title game; and 
 “WHEREAS, The Steelers defeated the Denver Broncos  
34-17 in the AFC Championship Game on January 22, 2006,  
in Denver, Colorado, at Invesco Field and advanced to the 
Super Bowl for the sixth time in franchise history; and 
 “WHEREAS, On February 5, 2006, the” Pittsburgh “Steelers 
defeated the Seattle Seahawks 21-10 at Ford Field in Detroit, 
Michigan, to win Super Bowl XL and became the first  
sixth-seeded playoff team in NFL history to advance to and win 
the league championship; and 
 “WHEREAS, The Steelers deserve the admiration of the 
residents of this Commonwealth for completing one of the most 
remarkable turnarounds in the history of the NFL and garnering 
the franchise a record-tying fifth Super Bowl; therefore be it 
 “RESOLVED, That the House of Representatives honor the 
players of the Pittsburgh Steelers, Head Coach Bill Cowher and 
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the Steelers coaching staff on the occasion of winning  
Super Bowl XL….” 
 Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker, and thank you, 
colleagues, for all your prayers. 
 

On the question recurring, 
 Will the House adopt the resolution? 
 

The following roll call was recorded: 
 

YEAS–199 
 
Adolph Feese Maher Rubley 
Allen Fichter Maitland Ruffing 
Argall Fleagle Major Sainato 
Armstrong Flick Manderino Samuelson 
Baker Forcier Mann Santoni 
Baldwin Frankel Markosek Sather 
Barrar Freeman Marsico Saylor 
Bastian Gabig McCall Scavello 
Bebko-Jones Gannon McGill Schroder 
Belardi Geist McIlhattan Semmel 
Belfanti George McIlhinney Shaner 
Benninghoff Gerber McNaughton Shapiro 
Beyer Gergely Melio Siptroth 
Biancucci Gillespie Metcalfe Smith, S. H. 
Birmelin Gingrich Micozzie Solobay 
Bishop Godshall Millard Sonney 
Blackwell Good Miller, R. Staback 
Blaum Goodman Miller, S. Stairs 
Boyd Grell Mundy Steil 
Bunt Grucela Mustio Stern 
Buxton Gruitza Myers Stetler 
Caltagirone Haluska Nailor Stevenson, R. 
Cappelli Hanna Nickol Stevenson, T. 
Casorio Harhai O’Brien Sturla 
Causer Harhart Oliver Surra 
Cawley Harper O’Neill Tangretti 
Civera Harris Pallone Taylor, E. Z. 
Clymer Hasay Parker Taylor, J. 
Cohen Hennessey Payne Thomas 
Cornell Herman Petrarca Tigue 
Corrigan Hershey Petri True 
Costa Hess Petrone Turzai 
Crahalla Hickernell Phillips Veon 
Creighton Hutchinson Pickett Vitali 
Cruz James Pistella Walko 
Curry Josephs Preston Wansacz 
Daley Kauffman Pyle Waters 
Dally Keller, M. Quigley Watson 
DeLuca Keller, W. Ramaley Wheatley 
Denlinger Kenney Rapp Williams 
Dermody Killion Raymond Wilt 
DeWeese Kirkland Readshaw Wojnaroski 
DiGirolamo Kotik Reed Wright 
Diven LaGrotta Reichley Yewcic 
Donatucci Leach Rieger Youngblood 
Eachus Lederer Roberts Yudichak 
Ellis Leh Roebuck Zug 
Evans, D. Lescovitz Rohrer 
Evans, J. Levdansky Rooney Perzel, 
Fabrizio Mackereth Ross     Speaker 
Fairchild 
 

NAYS–0 
 

NOT VOTING–0 
 

EXCUSED–2 
 
McGeehan Smith, B. 
 

The majority having voted in the affirmative, the question 
was determined in the affirmative and the resolution was 
adopted. 

CHARLIE BATCH PRESENTED 

The SPEAKER. On behalf of the Pittsburgh Steelers, we 
have a special guest to say a few words on behalf of the team, 
Charlie Batch. Charlie. 
 Mr. BATCH. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I just want to say on behalf of the Pittsburgh Steelers and the 
Steeler organization, I just want to say thank you, and as a 
native of Pennsylvania, I want to actually present a ball to the 
Speaker. 
 I just want to note for next year’s Super Bowl, it is in Miami. 
The weather forecast is about 80 degrees, so hopefully we can 
take care of you that way. Thank you. 
 Mr. S. SMITH. Mr. Speaker? 
 The SPEAKER. Yes, Mr. Smith? 
 Mr. S. SMITH. What is the value of that football? Only for 
archival reporting purposes. 
 The SPEAKER. It has been determined by the Speaker it is 
de minimis. 
 Mr. S. SMITH. It is de minimis to you as an Eagles fan, 
perhaps, Mr. Speaker, no disrespect intended. You could 
probably auction that off for a little more here to some of the 
hardcore Steeler fans in the crowd. 
 The SPEAKER. For the gentleman, Mr. Smith, you will be 
able to get the ball on eBay in about an hour. 

GUESTS INTRODUCED 

The SPEAKER. The Chair at this time would like to 
welcome the Drexel Hill Middle School. They are the guests of 
Representative Mario Civera. Those guests are in the balcony. 
Would they please rise and be recognized. 
 We have special guests Eric Jenkins and Chuck Comrey,  
PA Professional Firefighters Association, Harrisburg City 
firefighters. They are the guests today of Representative Oliver. 
They are in the rear of the chamber. Would those guests please 
rise and be recognized. 

RESOLUTIONS PURSUANT TO RULE 35 

Mr. PAYNE called up HR 640, PN 3665, entitled: 
 

A Resolution designating the month of March 2006 as  
“DeMolay Month” in Pennsylvania.  
 

On the question, 
 Will the House adopt the resolution? 
 

The following roll call was recorded: 
 

YEAS–199 
 
Adolph Feese Maher Rubley 
Allen Fichter Maitland Ruffing 
Argall Fleagle Major Sainato 
Armstrong Flick Manderino Samuelson 
Baker Forcier Mann Santoni 
Baldwin Frankel Markosek Sather 
Barrar Freeman Marsico Saylor 
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Bastian Gabig McCall Scavello 
Bebko-Jones Gannon McGill Schroder 
Belardi Geist McIlhattan Semmel 
Belfanti George McIlhinney Shaner 
Benninghoff Gerber McNaughton Shapiro 
Beyer Gergely Melio Siptroth 
Biancucci Gillespie Metcalfe Smith, S. H. 
Birmelin Gingrich Micozzie Solobay 
Bishop Godshall Millard Sonney 
Blackwell Good Miller, R. Staback 
Blaum Goodman Miller, S. Stairs 
Boyd Grell Mundy Steil 
Bunt Grucela Mustio Stern 
Buxton Gruitza Myers Stetler 
Caltagirone Haluska Nailor Stevenson, R. 
Cappelli Hanna Nickol Stevenson, T. 
Casorio Harhai O’Brien Sturla 
Causer Harhart Oliver Surra 
Cawley Harper O’Neill Tangretti 
Civera Harris Pallone Taylor, E. Z. 
Clymer Hasay Parker Taylor, J. 
Cohen Hennessey Payne Thomas 
Cornell Herman Petrarca Tigue 
Corrigan Hershey Petri True 
Costa Hess Petrone Turzai 
Crahalla Hickernell Phillips Veon 
Creighton Hutchinson Pickett Vitali 
Cruz James Pistella Walko 
Curry Josephs Preston Wansacz 
Daley Kauffman Pyle Waters 
Dally Keller, M. Quigley Watson 
DeLuca Keller, W. Ramaley Wheatley 
Denlinger Kenney Rapp Williams 
Dermody Killion Raymond Wilt 
DeWeese Kirkland Readshaw Wojnaroski 
DiGirolamo Kotik Reed Wright 
Diven LaGrotta Reichley Yewcic 
Donatucci Leach Rieger Youngblood 
Eachus Lederer Roberts Yudichak 
Ellis Leh Roebuck Zug 
Evans, D. Lescovitz Rohrer 
Evans, J. Levdansky Rooney Perzel, 
Fabrizio Mackereth Ross     Speaker 
Fairchild 
 

NAYS–0 
 

NOT VOTING–0 
 

EXCUSED–2 
 
McGeehan Smith, B. 
 

The majority having voted in the affirmative, the question 
was determined in the affirmative and the resolution was 
adopted. 
 

* * *

Mr. BASTIAN called up HR 641, PN 3666, entitled: 
 

A Resolution designating the week of March 25 through April 2, 
2006, as “Maple Producers Week” in Pennsylvania.  
 

On the question, 
 Will the House adopt the resolution? 
 

The following roll call was recorded: 
 

YEAS–199 
 
Adolph Feese Maher Rubley 
Allen Fichter Maitland Ruffing 
Argall Fleagle Major Sainato 
Armstrong Flick Manderino Samuelson 
Baker Forcier Mann Santoni 
Baldwin Frankel Markosek Sather 
Barrar Freeman Marsico Saylor 
Bastian Gabig McCall Scavello 
Bebko-Jones Gannon McGill Schroder 
Belardi Geist McIlhattan Semmel 
Belfanti George McIlhinney Shaner 
Benninghoff Gerber McNaughton Shapiro 
Beyer Gergely Melio Siptroth 
Biancucci Gillespie Metcalfe Smith, S. H. 
Birmelin Gingrich Micozzie Solobay 
Bishop Godshall Millard Sonney 
Blackwell Good Miller, R. Staback 
Blaum Goodman Miller, S. Stairs 
Boyd Grell Mundy Steil 
Bunt Grucela Mustio Stern 
Buxton Gruitza Myers Stetler 
Caltagirone Haluska Nailor Stevenson, R. 
Cappelli Hanna Nickol Stevenson, T. 
Casorio Harhai O’Brien Sturla 
Causer Harhart Oliver Surra 
Cawley Harper O’Neill Tangretti 
Civera Harris Pallone Taylor, E. Z. 
Clymer Hasay Parker Taylor, J. 
Cohen Hennessey Payne Thomas 
Cornell Herman Petrarca Tigue 
Corrigan Hershey Petri True 
Costa Hess Petrone Turzai 
Crahalla Hickernell Phillips Veon 
Creighton Hutchinson Pickett Vitali 
Cruz James Pistella Walko 
Curry Josephs Preston Wansacz 
Daley Kauffman Pyle Waters 
Dally Keller, M. Quigley Watson 
DeLuca Keller, W. Ramaley Wheatley 
Denlinger Kenney Rapp Williams 
Dermody Killion Raymond Wilt 
DeWeese Kirkland Readshaw Wojnaroski 
DiGirolamo Kotik Reed Wright 
Diven LaGrotta Reichley Yewcic 
Donatucci Leach Rieger Youngblood 
Eachus Lederer Roberts Yudichak 
Ellis Leh Roebuck Zug 
Evans, D. Lescovitz Rohrer 
Evans, J. Levdansky Rooney Perzel, 
Fabrizio Mackereth Ross     Speaker 
Fairchild 
 

NAYS–0 
 

NOT VOTING–0 
 

EXCUSED–2 
 
McGeehan Smith, B. 
 

The majority having voted in the affirmative, the question 
was determined in the affirmative and the resolution was 
adopted. 
 

* * *

Mr. FRANKEL called up HR 642, PN 3667, entitled: 
 

A Resolution designating April 2006 as the “Month of the  
Young Child” in Pennsylvania.  
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On the question, 
 Will the House adopt the resolution? 
 

The following roll call was recorded: 
 

YEAS–199 
 
Adolph Feese Maher Rubley 
Allen Fichter Maitland Ruffing 
Argall Fleagle Major Sainato 
Armstrong Flick Manderino Samuelson 
Baker Forcier Mann Santoni 
Baldwin Frankel Markosek Sather 
Barrar Freeman Marsico Saylor 
Bastian Gabig McCall Scavello 
Bebko-Jones Gannon McGill Schroder 
Belardi Geist McIlhattan Semmel 
Belfanti George McIlhinney Shaner 
Benninghoff Gerber McNaughton Shapiro 
Beyer Gergely Melio Siptroth 
Biancucci Gillespie Metcalfe Smith, S. H. 
Birmelin Gingrich Micozzie Solobay 
Bishop Godshall Millard Sonney 
Blackwell Good Miller, R. Staback 
Blaum Goodman Miller, S. Stairs 
Boyd Grell Mundy Steil 
Bunt Grucela Mustio Stern 
Buxton Gruitza Myers Stetler 
Caltagirone Haluska Nailor Stevenson, R. 
Cappelli Hanna Nickol Stevenson, T. 
Casorio Harhai O’Brien Sturla 
Causer Harhart Oliver Surra 
Cawley Harper O’Neill Tangretti 
Civera Harris Pallone Taylor, E. Z. 
Clymer Hasay Parker Taylor, J. 
Cohen Hennessey Payne Thomas 
Cornell Herman Petrarca Tigue 
Corrigan Hershey Petri True 
Costa Hess Petrone Turzai 
Crahalla Hickernell Phillips Veon 
Creighton Hutchinson Pickett Vitali 
Cruz James Pistella Walko 
Curry Josephs Preston Wansacz 
Daley Kauffman Pyle Waters 
Dally Keller, M. Quigley Watson 
DeLuca Keller, W. Ramaley Wheatley 
Denlinger Kenney Rapp Williams 
Dermody Killion Raymond Wilt 
DeWeese Kirkland Readshaw Wojnaroski 
DiGirolamo Kotik Reed Wright 
Diven LaGrotta Reichley Yewcic 
Donatucci Leach Rieger Youngblood 
Eachus Lederer Roberts Yudichak 
Ellis Leh Roebuck Zug 
Evans, D. Lescovitz Rohrer 
Evans, J. Levdansky Rooney Perzel, 
Fabrizio Mackereth Ross     Speaker 
Fairchild 
 

NAYS–0 
 

NOT VOTING–0 
 

EXCUSED–2 
 
McGeehan Smith, B. 
 

The majority having voted in the affirmative, the question 
was determined in the affirmative and the resolution was 
adopted. 
 

* * *

Mr. FRANKEL called up HR 643, PN 3668, entitled: 
 

A Resolution designating the week of April 2 through 8, 2006, as 
“Professional and Graduate Student Appreciation Week” in 
Pennsylvania.  
 

On the question, 
 Will the House adopt the resolution? 
 

The following roll call was recorded: 
 

YEAS–199 
 
Adolph Feese Maher Rubley 
Allen Fichter Maitland Ruffing 
Argall Fleagle Major Sainato 
Armstrong Flick Manderino Samuelson 
Baker Forcier Mann Santoni 
Baldwin Frankel Markosek Sather 
Barrar Freeman Marsico Saylor 
Bastian Gabig McCall Scavello 
Bebko-Jones Gannon McGill Schroder 
Belardi Geist McIlhattan Semmel 
Belfanti George McIlhinney Shaner 
Benninghoff Gerber McNaughton Shapiro 
Beyer Gergely Melio Siptroth 
Biancucci Gillespie Metcalfe Smith, S. H. 
Birmelin Gingrich Micozzie Solobay 
Bishop Godshall Millard Sonney 
Blackwell Good Miller, R. Staback 
Blaum Goodman Miller, S. Stairs 
Boyd Grell Mundy Steil 
Bunt Grucela Mustio Stern 
Buxton Gruitza Myers Stetler 
Caltagirone Haluska Nailor Stevenson, R. 
Cappelli Hanna Nickol Stevenson, T. 
Casorio Harhai O’Brien Sturla 
Causer Harhart Oliver Surra 
Cawley Harper O’Neill Tangretti 
Civera Harris Pallone Taylor, E. Z. 
Clymer Hasay Parker Taylor, J. 
Cohen Hennessey Payne Thomas 
Cornell Herman Petrarca Tigue 
Corrigan Hershey Petri True 
Costa Hess Petrone Turzai 
Crahalla Hickernell Phillips Veon 
Creighton Hutchinson Pickett Vitali 
Cruz James Pistella Walko 
Curry Josephs Preston Wansacz 
Daley Kauffman Pyle Waters 
Dally Keller, M. Quigley Watson 
DeLuca Keller, W. Ramaley Wheatley 
Denlinger Kenney Rapp Williams 
Dermody Killion Raymond Wilt 
DeWeese Kirkland Readshaw Wojnaroski 
DiGirolamo Kotik Reed Wright 
Diven LaGrotta Reichley Yewcic 
Donatucci Leach Rieger Youngblood 
Eachus Lederer Roberts Yudichak 
Ellis Leh Roebuck Zug 
Evans, D. Lescovitz Rohrer 
Evans, J. Levdansky Rooney Perzel, 
Fabrizio Mackereth Ross     Speaker 
Fairchild 
 

NAYS–0 
 

NOT VOTING–0 
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EXCUSED–2 
 
McGeehan Smith, B. 
 

The majority having voted in the affirmative, the question 
was determined in the affirmative and the resolution was 
adopted. 
 

* * *

Mr. MUSTIO called up HR 644, PN 3669, entitled: 
 

A Resolution designating the month of March 2006 as  
“Kidney Cancer Awareness Month” in Pennsylvania.  
 

On the question, 
 Will the House adopt the resolution? 
 

The following roll call was recorded: 
 

YEAS–199 
 
Adolph Feese Maher Rubley 
Allen Fichter Maitland Ruffing 
Argall Fleagle Major Sainato 
Armstrong Flick Manderino Samuelson 
Baker Forcier Mann Santoni 
Baldwin Frankel Markosek Sather 
Barrar Freeman Marsico Saylor 
Bastian Gabig McCall Scavello 
Bebko-Jones Gannon McGill Schroder 
Belardi Geist McIlhattan Semmel 
Belfanti George McIlhinney Shaner 
Benninghoff Gerber McNaughton Shapiro 
Beyer Gergely Melio Siptroth 
Biancucci Gillespie Metcalfe Smith, S. H. 
Birmelin Gingrich Micozzie Solobay 
Bishop Godshall Millard Sonney 
Blackwell Good Miller, R. Staback 
Blaum Goodman Miller, S. Stairs 
Boyd Grell Mundy Steil 
Bunt Grucela Mustio Stern 
Buxton Gruitza Myers Stetler 
Caltagirone Haluska Nailor Stevenson, R. 
Cappelli Hanna Nickol Stevenson, T. 
Casorio Harhai O’Brien Sturla 
Causer Harhart Oliver Surra 
Cawley Harper O’Neill Tangretti 
Civera Harris Pallone Taylor, E. Z. 
Clymer Hasay Parker Taylor, J. 
Cohen Hennessey Payne Thomas 
Cornell Herman Petrarca Tigue 
Corrigan Hershey Petri True 
Costa Hess Petrone Turzai 
Crahalla Hickernell Phillips Veon 
Creighton Hutchinson Pickett Vitali 
Cruz James Pistella Walko 
Curry Josephs Preston Wansacz 
Daley Kauffman Pyle Waters 
Dally Keller, M. Quigley Watson 
DeLuca Keller, W. Ramaley Wheatley 
Denlinger Kenney Rapp Williams 
Dermody Killion Raymond Wilt 
DeWeese Kirkland Readshaw Wojnaroski 
DiGirolamo Kotik Reed Wright 
Diven LaGrotta Reichley Yewcic 
Donatucci Leach Rieger Youngblood 
Eachus Lederer Roberts Yudichak 
Ellis Leh Roebuck Zug 
Evans, D. Lescovitz Rohrer 
 

Evans, J. Levdansky Rooney Perzel, 
Fabrizio Mackereth Ross     Speaker 
Fairchild 
 

NAYS–0 
 

NOT VOTING–0 
 

EXCUSED–2 
 
McGeehan Smith, B. 
 

The majority having voted in the affirmative, the question 
was determined in the affirmative and the resolution was 
adopted. 

SUPPLEMENTAL CALENDAR A 
 

RESOLUTION PURSUANT TO RULE 35 

Mr. GERGELY called up HR 633, PN 3679, entitled: 
 

A Resolution designating March 15, 2006, as “Hungarian 
American Day” in Pennsylvania.  
 

On the question, 
 Will the House adopt the resolution? 
 

The following roll call was recorded: 
 

YEAS–199 
 
Adolph Feese Maher Rubley 
Allen Fichter Maitland Ruffing 
Argall Fleagle Major Sainato 
Armstrong Flick Manderino Samuelson 
Baker Forcier Mann Santoni 
Baldwin Frankel Markosek Sather 
Barrar Freeman Marsico Saylor 
Bastian Gabig McCall Scavello 
Bebko-Jones Gannon McGill Schroder 
Belardi Geist McIlhattan Semmel 
Belfanti George McIlhinney Shaner 
Benninghoff Gerber McNaughton Shapiro 
Beyer Gergely Melio Siptroth 
Biancucci Gillespie Metcalfe Smith, S. H. 
Birmelin Gingrich Micozzie Solobay 
Bishop Godshall Millard Sonney 
Blackwell Good Miller, R. Staback 
Blaum Goodman Miller, S. Stairs 
Boyd Grell Mundy Steil 
Bunt Grucela Mustio Stern 
Buxton Gruitza Myers Stetler 
Caltagirone Haluska Nailor Stevenson, R. 
Cappelli Hanna Nickol Stevenson, T. 
Casorio Harhai O’Brien Sturla 
Causer Harhart Oliver Surra 
Cawley Harper O’Neill Tangretti 
Civera Harris Pallone Taylor, E. Z. 
Clymer Hasay Parker Taylor, J. 
Cohen Hennessey Payne Thomas 
Cornell Herman Petrarca Tigue 
Corrigan Hershey Petri True 
Costa Hess Petrone Turzai 
Crahalla Hickernell Phillips Veon 
Creighton Hutchinson Pickett Vitali 
Cruz James Pistella Walko 
Curry Josephs Preston Wansacz 
Daley Kauffman Pyle Waters 
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Dally Keller, M. Quigley Watson 
DeLuca Keller, W. Ramaley Wheatley 
Denlinger Kenney Rapp Williams 
Dermody Killion Raymond Wilt 
DeWeese Kirkland Readshaw Wojnaroski 
DiGirolamo Kotik Reed Wright 
Diven LaGrotta Reichley Yewcic 
Donatucci Leach Rieger Youngblood 
Eachus Lederer Roberts Yudichak 
Ellis Leh Roebuck Zug 
Evans, D. Lescovitz Rohrer 
Evans, J. Levdansky Rooney Perzel, 
Fabrizio Mackereth Ross     Speaker 
Fairchild 
 

NAYS–0 
 

NOT VOTING–0 
 

EXCUSED–2 
 
McGeehan Smith, B. 
 

The majority having voted in the affirmative, the question 
was determined in the affirmative and the resolution was 
adopted. 
 

BILL SIGNED BY SPEAKER 

Bill numbered and entitled as follows having been prepared 
for presentation to the Governor, and the same being correct, the 
title was publicly read as follows: 
 

SB 987, PN 1297 

An Act authorizing and directing the Department of General 
Services, with the approval of the Governor, to grant and convey to 
Centre County Industrial Development Corporation, certain lands 
situate in Benner Township, Centre County.  
 

Whereupon, the Speaker, in the presence of the House, 
signed the same. 
 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE CANCELED 

The SPEAKER. The Chair notes the presence on the floor of 
the House of the gentleman from York, Mr. Smith. His name 
will be added to the master roll. 
 

REPUBLICAN CAUCUS 

The SPEAKER. The Chair turns to announcements. 
 The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Montgomery,  
Mr. Bunt, for the purpose of an announcement. 
 Mr. BUNT. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, at the call of the break, there will be an 
immediate meeting of the Republican Caucus, a formal caucus, 
in the caucus room. 
 Thank you. 
 The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 

DEMOCRATIC CAUCUS 

The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Philadelphia, Mr. Cohen. 
 Mr. COHEN. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, there will be a Democratic caucus immediately 
upon the call of the recess to go over the brunt of today’s 
schedule. 
 The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 
 

GUESTS INTRODUCED 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would like to welcome to  
the hall of the House Andrew Thompson, son of Steve and 
Nancy Thompson, and Bryan Suydam. They attend the 
University of Pittsburgh Dental School and are here today with 
the Pennsylvania Dental Association. They are the guests of 
Representative Bruce Smith. They are seated in the balcony. 
Would they please rise and be recognized by the House. 
 

Are there any further announcements? 
 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER. This House is in recess until 2:30. 
 

AFTER RECESS 

The time of recess having expired, the House was called to 
order. 
 

GUESTS INTRODUCED 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would like to welcome to the  
hall of the House Alex Madiera, who is a ninth grader from 
Shalom Christian Academy. He is serving today as a guest page 
to Representative Rob Kauffman. He is located in the well of 
the hall of the House. Would that gentleman please rise and be 
recognized. 
 We also have two other special guests: Rebecca Swanger and 
Lauren Conner. They are from Mechanicsburg High School. 
They are guests today of Representative Jerry Nailor. They are 
located again in the front of the Speaker’s rostrum. Would those 
guests please rise and be recognized. 
 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

The SPEAKER. The Chair returns to leaves of absence and 
recognizes the minority whip, who moves for a leave of absence 
for the remainder of the day for the gentleman from 
Philadelphia, Mr. MYERS. Without objection, that leave will be 
granted. 
 

Members will please report to the floor. 
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CALENDAR CONTINUED 
 

BILL ON THIRD CONSIDERATION 

The House proceeded to third consideration of HB 2003,  
PN 2754, entitled: 
 

An Act amending the act of August 9, 1955 (P.L.323, No.130), 
known as The County Code, further providing for assistant county 
solicitors.  
 

On the question, 
 Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration? 
 Bill was agreed to. 
 

The SPEAKER. This bill has been considered on three 
different days and agreed to and is now on final passage. 
 The question is, shall the bill pass finally? 
 Agreeable to the provisions of the Constitution, the yeas and 
nays will now be taken. 
 

The following roll call was recorded: 
 

YEAS–199 
 
Adolph Feese Maher Ruffing 
Allen Fichter Maitland Sainato 
Argall Fleagle Major Samuelson 
Armstrong Flick Manderino Santoni 
Baker Forcier Mann Sather 
Baldwin Frankel Markosek Saylor 
Barrar Freeman Marsico Scavello 
Bastian Gabig McCall Schroder 
Bebko-Jones Gannon McGill Semmel 
Belardi Geist McIlhattan Shaner 
Belfanti George McIlhinney Shapiro 
Benninghoff Gerber McNaughton Siptroth 
Beyer Gergely Melio Smith, B. 
Biancucci Gillespie Metcalfe Smith, S. H. 
Birmelin Gingrich Micozzie Solobay 
Bishop Godshall Millard Sonney 
Blackwell Good Miller, R. Staback 
Blaum Goodman Miller, S. Stairs 
Boyd Grell Mundy Steil 
Bunt Grucela Mustio Stern 
Buxton Gruitza Nailor Stetler 
Caltagirone Haluska Nickol Stevenson, R. 
Cappelli Hanna O’Brien Stevenson, T. 
Casorio Harhai Oliver Sturla 
Causer Harhart O’Neill Surra 
Cawley Harper Pallone Tangretti 
Civera Harris Parker Taylor, E. Z. 
Clymer Hasay Payne Taylor, J. 
Cohen Hennessey Petrarca Thomas 
Cornell Herman Petri Tigue 
Corrigan Hershey Petrone True 
Costa Hess Phillips Turzai 
Crahalla Hickernell Pickett Veon 
Creighton Hutchinson Pistella Vitali 
Cruz James Preston Walko 
Curry Josephs Pyle Wansacz 
Daley Kauffman Quigley Waters 
Dally Keller, M. Ramaley Watson 
DeLuca Keller, W. Rapp Wheatley 
Denlinger Kenney Raymond Williams 
Dermody Killion Readshaw Wilt 
DeWeese Kirkland Reed Wojnaroski 
DiGirolamo Kotik Reichley Wright 
Diven LaGrotta Rieger Yewcic 
Donatucci Leach Roberts Youngblood 
Eachus Lederer Roebuck Yudichak 

Ellis Leh Rohrer Zug 
Evans, D. Lescovitz Rooney 
Evans, J. Levdansky Ross Perzel, 
Fabrizio Mackereth Rubley     Speaker 
Fairchild 
 

NAYS–0 
 

NOT VOTING–0 
 

EXCUSED–2 
 
McGeehan Myers 
 

The majority required by the Constitution having voted in 
the affirmative, the question was determined in the affirmative 
and the bill passed finally. 
 Ordered, That the clerk present the same to the Senate for 
concurrence. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

The SPEAKER. The Chair returns to leaves of absence, and 
the minority whip requests a leave of absence for the lady from 
Philadelphia, Ms. BISHOP, for the remainder of the day. 
Without objection, that leave will be granted. 

BILL ON THIRD CONSIDERATION 

The House proceeded to third consideration of HB 2347,  
PN 3354, entitled: 
 

An Act providing for determination of a rural area in certain laws, 
programs and studies.  
 

On the question, 
 Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration? 
 Bill was agreed to. 
 

The SPEAKER. This bill has been considered on three 
different days and agreed to and is now on final passage. 
 The question is, shall the bill pass finally? 
 Agreeable to the provisions of the Constitution, the yeas and 
nays will now be taken. 
 

The following roll call was recorded: 
 

YEAS–196 
 
Adolph Feese Maher Sainato 
Allen Fichter Maitland Samuelson 
Argall Fleagle Major Santoni 
Armstrong Flick Manderino Sather 
Baker Forcier Mann Saylor 
Baldwin Frankel Markosek Scavello 
Barrar Freeman Marsico Schroder 
Bastian Gabig McCall Semmel 
Bebko-Jones Gannon McGill Shaner 
Belardi Geist McIlhattan Shapiro 
Belfanti George McIlhinney Siptroth 
Benninghoff Gerber McNaughton Smith, B. 
Beyer Gergely Melio Smith, S. H. 
Biancucci Gillespie Metcalfe Solobay 
Birmelin Gingrich Micozzie Sonney 
Blackwell Godshall Millard Staback 



2006 LEGISLATIVE JOURNAL—HOUSE 377 

Blaum Good Miller, R. Stairs 
Boyd Goodman Miller, S. Steil 
Bunt Grell Mundy Stern 
Buxton Grucela Mustio Stetler 
Caltagirone Gruitza Nailor Stevenson, R. 
Cappelli Haluska Nickol Stevenson, T. 
Casorio Hanna O’Brien Sturla 
Causer Harhai Oliver Surra 
Cawley Harhart O’Neill Tangretti 
Civera Harper Pallone Taylor, E. Z. 
Clymer Harris Parker Taylor, J. 
Cohen Hasay Payne Thomas 
Cornell Hennessey Petrarca Tigue 
Corrigan Herman Petrone True 
Costa Hershey Phillips Turzai 
Crahalla Hess Pickett Veon 
Creighton Hickernell Pistella Vitali 
Cruz Hutchinson Preston Walko 
Curry James Pyle Wansacz 
Daley Josephs Quigley Waters 
Dally Kauffman Ramaley Watson 
DeLuca Keller, M. Rapp Wheatley 
Denlinger Keller, W. Raymond Williams 
Dermody Kenney Readshaw Wilt 
DeWeese Killion Reed Wojnaroski 
DiGirolamo Kirkland Reichley Wright 
Diven Kotik Rieger Yewcic 
Donatucci LaGrotta Roberts Youngblood 
Eachus Leach Rohrer Yudichak 
Ellis Lederer Rooney Zug 
Evans, D. Leh Ross 
Evans, J. Lescovitz Rubley 
Fabrizio Levdansky Ruffing Perzel, 
Fairchild Mackereth      Speaker 
 

NAYS–1 
 
Petri 
 

NOT VOTING–1 
 
Roebuck 
 

EXCUSED–3 
 
Bishop McGeehan Myers 
 

The majority required by the Constitution having voted in 
the affirmative, the question was determined in the affirmative 
and the bill passed finally. 
 Ordered, That the clerk present the same to the Senate for 
concurrence. 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY SPEAKER 

The SPEAKER. There is currently a card going around for 
former Speaker Irvis, and we would appreciate the members 
signing the card and giving him some well wishes. 

BILLS ON THIRD CONSIDERATION 

The House proceeded to third consideration of HB 214,  
PN 3512, entitled: 
 

An Act amending Title 20 (Decedents, Estates and Fiduciaries) of 
the Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes, providing for autopsies.  
 

On the question, 
 Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration? 
 

Mr. GEORGE offered the following amendment No. 
A06357: 
 

Amend Title, page 1, line 2, by inserting after “Statutes,” 
 further providing for payments to family and 

funeral directors; and 
 Amend Sec. 1, page 1, lines 5 and 6, by striking out all of said 
lines and inserting 
 Section 1.  Section 3101(e)(1) Title 20 of the Pennsylvania 
Consolidated Statutes is amended to read: 
§ 3101.  Payments to family and funeral directors. 
 * * * 
 (e)  Unclaimed property.– 
 (1)  In any case where property or funds owned by an 

individual who has died a resident of this Commonwealth have 
been reported to the Commonwealth and are in the custody of the 
State Treasurer as unclaimed or abandoned property, the State 
Treasurer, at any time after the death of the individual, shall be 
authorized under this section to distribute the property or to pay 
the amount being held in custody where all of the following 
conditions are present: 

 (i)  The amount of the funds or the value of the 
property is $11,000 or less. 

 (ii)  The person claiming the property or the 
funds is the surviving spouse, child, mother or father, or 
sister or brother, or niece or nephew of the decedent, with 
preference given in that order. 

 (iii)  A personal representative of the decedent 
has not been appointed or five years have lapsed since 
the appointment of a personal representative of the 
decedent. 

 * * *
Section 2.  Title 20 is amended by adding a chapter to read: 

 Amend Sec. 2, page 4, line 16, by striking out “2” and inserting 
 3

On the question, 
 Will the House agree to the amendment? 
 

The SPEAKER. On that question, the Chair recognizes the 
gentleman, Mr. George. 
 Mr. GEORGE. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, as we all know with the way the escheat matter 
is handled, there are many times there are those that have gone 
before us and yet that money lies there and there is a great 
technicality involved as far as relationships, so this amendment 
simply adds a small change to expand the family members who 
may collect on behalf of their loved ones from the Bureau of 
Unclaimed Property. 
 Without this amendment, a niece or a nephew who may have 
been caring for the individual at the time of their death must go 
through the cost and hassle of hiring an attorney and proceeding 
through the courts to obtain what is often a small amount of 
money. I believe this minor change is a very important and 
major step for us to do for our constituency. 
 I ask that you support this amendment. 
 The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 
 

On the question recurring, 
 Will the House agree to the amendment? 
 

The following roll call was recorded: 
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YEAS–197 
 
Adolph Feese Maher Sainato 
Allen Fichter Maitland Samuelson 
Argall Fleagle Major Santoni 
Armstrong Flick Manderino Sather 
Baker Forcier Mann Saylor 
Baldwin Frankel Markosek Scavello 
Barrar Freeman Marsico Schroder 
Bastian Gabig McCall Semmel 
Bebko-Jones Gannon McGill Shaner 
Belardi Geist McIlhattan Shapiro 
Belfanti George McIlhinney Siptroth 
Benninghoff Gerber McNaughton Smith, B. 
Beyer Gergely Melio Smith, S. H. 
Biancucci Gillespie Metcalfe Solobay 
Birmelin Gingrich Micozzie Sonney 
Blackwell Godshall Millard Staback 
Blaum Good Miller, R. Stairs 
Boyd Goodman Miller, S. Steil 
Bunt Grell Mundy Stern 
Buxton Grucela Mustio Stetler 
Caltagirone Gruitza Nailor Stevenson, R. 
Cappelli Haluska Nickol Stevenson, T. 
Casorio Hanna O’Brien Sturla 
Causer Harhai Oliver Surra 
Cawley Harhart O’Neill Tangretti 
Civera Harper Pallone Taylor, E. Z. 
Clymer Harris Parker Taylor, J. 
Cohen Hasay Payne Thomas 
Cornell Hennessey Petrarca Tigue 
Corrigan Herman Petri True 
Costa Hershey Petrone Turzai 
Crahalla Hess Phillips Veon 
Creighton Hickernell Pickett Vitali 
Cruz Hutchinson Pistella Walko 
Curry James Preston Wansacz 
Daley Josephs Pyle Waters 
Dally Kauffman Quigley Watson 
DeLuca Keller, M. Ramaley Wheatley 
Denlinger Keller, W. Rapp Williams 
Dermody Kenney Raymond Wilt 
DeWeese Killion Readshaw Wojnaroski 
DiGirolamo Kirkland Reed Wright 
Diven Kotik Reichley Yewcic 
Donatucci LaGrotta Rieger Youngblood 
Eachus Leach Roberts Yudichak 
Ellis Lederer Rohrer Zug 
Evans, D. Leh Rooney 
Evans, J. Lescovitz Ross 
Fabrizio Levdansky Rubley Perzel, 
Fairchild Mackereth Ruffing     Speaker 
 

NAYS–0 
 

NOT VOTING–1 
 
Roebuck 
 

EXCUSED–3 
 
Bishop McGeehan Myers 
 

The majority having voted in the affirmative, the question 
was determined in the affirmative and the amendment was 
agreed to. 
 

On the question, 
 Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration as 
amended? 
 Bill as amended was agreed to. 
 

The SPEAKER. This bill has been considered on three 
different days and agreed to and is now on final passage. 
 The question is, shall the bill pass finally? 
 Agreeable to the provisions of the Constitution, the yeas and 
nays will now be taken. 
 

The following roll call was recorded: 
 

YEAS–198 
 
Adolph Feese Maher Ruffing 
Allen Fichter Maitland Sainato 
Argall Fleagle Major Samuelson 
Armstrong Flick Manderino Santoni 
Baker Forcier Mann Sather 
Baldwin Frankel Markosek Saylor 
Barrar Freeman Marsico Scavello 
Bastian Gabig McCall Schroder 
Bebko-Jones Gannon McGill Semmel 
Belardi Geist McIlhattan Shaner 
Belfanti George McIlhinney Shapiro 
Benninghoff Gerber McNaughton Siptroth 
Beyer Gergely Melio Smith, B. 
Biancucci Gillespie Metcalfe Smith, S. H. 
Birmelin Gingrich Micozzie Solobay 
Blackwell Godshall Millard Sonney 
Blaum Good Miller, R. Staback 
Boyd Goodman Miller, S. Stairs 
Bunt Grell Mundy Steil 
Buxton Grucela Mustio Stern 
Caltagirone Gruitza Nailor Stetler 
Cappelli Haluska Nickol Stevenson, R. 
Casorio Hanna O’Brien Stevenson, T. 
Causer Harhai Oliver Sturla 
Cawley Harhart O’Neill Surra 
Civera Harper Pallone Tangretti 
Clymer Harris Parker Taylor, E. Z. 
Cohen Hasay Payne Taylor, J. 
Cornell Hennessey Petrarca Thomas 
Corrigan Herman Petri Tigue 
Costa Hershey Petrone True 
Crahalla Hess Phillips Turzai 
Creighton Hickernell Pickett Veon 
Cruz Hutchinson Pistella Vitali 
Curry James Preston Walko 
Daley Josephs Pyle Wansacz 
Dally Kauffman Quigley Waters 
DeLuca Keller, M. Ramaley Watson 
Denlinger Keller, W. Rapp Wheatley 
Dermody Kenney Raymond Williams 
DeWeese Killion Readshaw Wilt 
DiGirolamo Kirkland Reed Wojnaroski 
Diven Kotik Reichley Wright 
Donatucci LaGrotta Rieger Yewcic 
Eachus Leach Roberts Youngblood 
Ellis Lederer Roebuck Yudichak 
Evans, D. Leh Rohrer Zug 
Evans, J. Lescovitz Rooney 
Fabrizio Levdansky Ross Perzel, 
Fairchild Mackereth Rubley     Speaker 
 

NAYS–0 
 

NOT VOTING–0 
 

EXCUSED–3 
 
Bishop McGeehan Myers 
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The majority required by the Constitution having voted in 
the affirmative, the question was determined in the affirmative 
and the bill passed finally. 
 Ordered, That the clerk present the same to the Senate for 
concurrence. 
 

* * *

The House proceeded to third consideration of HB 1983,  
PN 2724, entitled: 
 

An Act amending Title 53 (Municipalities Generally) of the 
Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes, further defining for 
reimbursement of expenses.  
 

On the question, 
 Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration? 
 

Mr. GRUCELA offered the following amendment No. 
A06274: 

Amend Title, page 1, line 2, by inserting after “Statutes,” 
 further defining “police officer”; defining 

“school police officer”; and 
 Amend Title, page 1, line 2, by inserting after “providing” 
 for police training, for automatic certification and 
 Amend Bill, page 1, lines 6 through 9, by striking out all of said 
lines and inserting 
 Section 1.  The definition of “police officer” in section 2162 of 
Title 53 of the Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes is amended and the 
section is amended by adding a definition to read: 
§ 2162.  Definitions. 
 The following words and phrases when used in this subchapter 
shall have the meanings given to them in this section unless the context 
clearly indicates otherwise: 
 * * * 
 “Police officer.”  Any of the following: 
 (1)  A full-time or part-time employee assigned to 

criminal or traffic law enforcement duties of any of the 
following: 

 (i)  A police department of a county, city, 
borough, town or township. 

 (ii)  Any railroad or street railway police. 
 (iii)  Any campus or university police 

department. 
 (iv)  The Capitol Police. 
 (v)  The Harrisburg International Airport Police. 
 (vi)  An airport authority police department. 
 (2)  A deputy sheriff of a county of the second class. 
 (3)  A security officer of a first class city housing 

authority or a police officer of a second class city housing 
authority. 

 (4)  A school police officer.
The term excludes persons employed to check parking meters or to 
perform only administrative duties and auxiliary and fire police. 
 * * * 
 “School police officer.”  An officer employed by a school district 
who has been granted powers under section 778(c)(2) or (3) of the act 
of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), known as the Public School Code 
of 1949, or who has been authorized to carry a firearm, or any 
combination thereof.

* * *
Section 2.  Sections 2167 and 2168 of Title 53 are amended by 

adding subsections to read: 
§ 2167.  Police training. 
 * * * 
 

(a.1)  School police officers.–All school districts of this 
Commonwealth shall be required to train their school police officers 
pursuant to this subchapter prior to their enforcing criminal laws or 
enforcing moving traffic violations under 75 Pa.C.S. (relating to 
vehicles).

* * *
§ 2168.  Automatic certification. 
 * * * 
 (e)  School police officers.–Any school police officer who, as of 
the effective date of this subsection, has successfully completed a basic 
training course similar to that required under this subchapter shall, after 
review by the commission, be certified as having met the basic training 
requirements of this subchapter. Any school police officer who, as of 
the effective date of this subsection, has not successfully completed a 
basic training course similar to that required under this subchapter 
which qualifies the police officer for certification shall be able to 
perform the duties of a school police officer until certified by the 
commission, but no longer than two years from the effective date of 
this subsection.

Section 3.  Section 2170(a), (c), (d) and (e) of Title 53 are 
amended to read: 
§ 2170.  Reimbursement of expenses. 
 (a)  General rule.–The commission shall provide for 
reimbursement to each municipality and school district of the entire 
amount of the allowable tuition and the ordinary and necessary living 
and travel expenses incurred by their police officers while attending 
certified municipal police basic training schools if the municipality 
[adheres] and school district adhere to the training standards 
established by the commission. The regular salary of police officers 
while attending approved schools shall be paid by the employing 
municipality or school district, as applicable. The commission shall 
reimburse the employing municipality or school district for 60% of the 
regular salaries of police officers while attending schools approved 
under this subchapter. The commission shall require written 
documentation of all expenses incurred by municipalities or school 
districts relating to the training of [municipal] police officers for the 
purposes of reimbursement by the commission. All municipalities and 
school districts shall annually audit these funds as part of their annual 
audit and submit a copy of the audit to the commission. Failure to 
perform the audit and submit a copy of it to the commission shall 
render the municipality or school district in violation of this 
subchapter. 
 * * * 
 (c)  Application for funding.–All municipalities and school 
districts of this Commonwealth or groups of municipalities and school 
districts acting in concert may make application to the commission for 
funding pursuant to the provisions of this subchapter. The application 
shall be accompanied by a certified copy of a resolution adopted by its 
governing body. The resolution shall provide that, while receiving any 
State funds pursuant to this subchapter, the municipality or school 
district agrees to adhere to the standards for training established by the 
commission. The application shall contain any information that the 
commission requests. 
 (d)  Subsequent employment with another municipality or school 
district.–If a police officer, within two years following certification, 
terminates his employment with the municipality or school district by 
which the officer was employed at the time he was certified as having 
met the commission’s requirement and subsequently obtains 
employment as a police officer with another municipality or school 
district, the municipality or school district which employs the 
previously certified police officer shall reimburse the municipality or 
school district which formerly employed the police officer for the 
nonreimbursable portion of the salary paid to the police officer while 
complying with the provisions of this subchapter. 
 Amend Sec. 2, page 2, line 7, by striking out all of said line and 
inserting 
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Section 4.  This act shall take effect as follows: 
 (1)  This section shall take effect immediately. 
 (2)  The amendment of 53 Pa.C.S. § 2170(e) shall take 

effect in 60 days. 
 (3)  The remainder of this act shall take effect in  

one year.  
 

On the question, 
 Will the House agree to the amendment? 
 

The following roll call was recorded: 
 

YEAS–198 
 
Adolph Feese Maher Ruffing 
Allen Fichter Maitland Sainato 
Argall Fleagle Major Samuelson 
Armstrong Flick Manderino Santoni 
Baker Forcier Mann Sather 
Baldwin Frankel Markosek Saylor 
Barrar Freeman Marsico Scavello 
Bastian Gabig McCall Schroder 
Bebko-Jones Gannon McGill Semmel 
Belardi Geist McIlhattan Shaner 
Belfanti George McIlhinney Shapiro 
Benninghoff Gerber McNaughton Siptroth 
Beyer Gergely Melio Smith, B. 
Biancucci Gillespie Metcalfe Smith, S. H. 
Birmelin Gingrich Micozzie Solobay 
Blackwell Godshall Millard Sonney 
Blaum Good Miller, R. Staback 
Boyd Goodman Miller, S. Stairs 
Bunt Grell Mundy Steil 
Buxton Grucela Mustio Stern 
Caltagirone Gruitza Nailor Stetler 
Cappelli Haluska Nickol Stevenson, R. 
Casorio Hanna O’Brien Stevenson, T. 
Causer Harhai Oliver Sturla 
Cawley Harhart O’Neill Surra 
Civera Harper Pallone Tangretti 
Clymer Harris Parker Taylor, E. Z. 
Cohen Hasay Payne Taylor, J. 
Cornell Hennessey Petrarca Thomas 
Corrigan Herman Petri Tigue 
Costa Hershey Petrone True 
Crahalla Hess Phillips Turzai 
Creighton Hickernell Pickett Veon 
Cruz Hutchinson Pistella Vitali 
Curry James Preston Walko 
Daley Josephs Pyle Wansacz 
Dally Kauffman Quigley Waters 
DeLuca Keller, M. Ramaley Watson 
Denlinger Keller, W. Rapp Wheatley 
Dermody Kenney Raymond Williams 
DeWeese Killion Readshaw Wilt 
DiGirolamo Kirkland Reed Wojnaroski 
Diven Kotik Reichley Wright 
Donatucci LaGrotta Rieger Yewcic 
Eachus Leach Roberts Youngblood 
Ellis Lederer Roebuck Yudichak 
Evans, D. Leh Rohrer Zug 
Evans, J. Lescovitz Rooney 
Fabrizio Levdansky Ross Perzel, 
Fairchild Mackereth Rubley     Speaker 
 

NAYS–0 
 

NOT VOTING–0 
 

EXCUSED–3 
 
Bishop McGeehan Myers 
 

The majority having voted in the affirmative, the question 
was determined in the affirmative and the amendment was 
agreed to. 
 

On the question, 
 Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration as 
amended? 
 

Mr. TANGRETTI offered the following amendment No. 
A06316: 
 

Amend Title, page 1, line 3, by removing the period after 
“expenses” and inserting 
providing for a loan program for local police agencies funded by a 
bond issuance and for the responsibilities of the Governor’s Center for 
Local Government Services within the Department of Community and 
Economic Development; establishing the Police Agency Loan Fund; 
and conferring powers and duties on the Secretary of the 
Commonwealth and the Legislative Reference Bureau. 
 Amend Bill, page 2, line 7, by striking out all of said line and 
inserting 
 Section 2.  Title 53 is amended by adding a chapter to read: 

CHAPTER 83 
POLICE AGENCY LOANS 

Subchapter 
 A.  Preliminary Provisions 
 B.  Administration 
 C.  Loan Program 
 D.  Debt 
 E.  Miscellaneous Provisions 

SUBCHAPTER A 
PRELIMINARY PROVISIONS 

Sec. 
8301.  Short title of chapter. 
8302.  Definitions. 
§ 8301.  Short title of chapter. 
 This chapter shall be known and may be cited as the  
Police Agency Loan Act. 
§ 8302.  Definitions. 
 The following words and phrases when used in this chapter shall 
have the meanings given to them in this section unless the context 
clearly indicates otherwise: 
 “Center.”  The Governor’s Center for Local Government 
Services within the Department of Community and Economic 
Development. 
 “Department.”  The Department of Community and Economic 
Development of the Commonwealth. 
 “Fund.”  The Police Agency Loan Fund established under  
section 8312 (relating to Police Agency Loan Fund). 
 “Police agency.”  Any of the following: 
 (1)  A police department of a city, town, township, 

borough or home rule municipality which: 
 (i)  has police coverage for a minimum of  

40 hours per week; and 
 (ii)  has had, for the preceding 18 months, police 

coverage for a minimum of 40 hours per week. 
 (2)  A regional police department organized under 

Subchapter A of Chapter 23 (relating to intergovernmental 
cooperation). 

 (3)  An office of county detectives that works for a 
district attorney. 

 “Secretary.”  The Secretary of the Commonwealth. 
 “Sinking fund.”  The Police Agency Loan Sinking Fund 
established under section 8337 (relating to Police Agency Loan 
Sinking Fund). 
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SUBCHAPTER B 
ADMINISTRATION 

Sec. 
8311.  Center. 
8312.  Police Agency Loan Fund. 
§ 8311.  Center. 
 (a)  Fund administration.–The center shall administer the fund 
established under section 8312 (relating to Police Agency Loan Fund). 
 (b)  Powers and duties.–The center shall have the following 
powers and duties: 
 (1)  To administer the fund in accordance with  

section 8312(c). 
 (2)  To administer Subchapter C (relating to loan 

program). 
 (3)  To collect loans made under section 8322(c) (relating 

to loans). This paragraph includes the power to institute actions 
for legal or equitable relief. 

 (4)  To promulgate regulations to implement this chapter. 
§ 8312.  Police Agency Loan Fund. 
 (a)  Establishment.–The Police Agency Loan Fund is established 
as a separate fund in the State Treasury. 
 (b)  Source.–The following are the sources of the fund: 
 (1)  The proceeds from the sale of bonds under  

section 8336 (relating to proceeds). 
 (2)  The proceeds from the repayment of principal and 

interest of loans under section 8322(c) (relating to loans). 
 (c)  Purpose.–The center shall administer the fund to do all of the 
following: 
 (1)  Repay the State Treasurer for the cost of the bond 

issue under sections 8333 (relating to sale of bonds), 8334 
(relating to refunding bonds) and 8335 (relating to registration of 
bonds). 

 (2)  Make loans under section 8322(c). 
 (3)  Collect loans under section 8311(b)(3) (relating to 

center). 
 (4)  Administer this chapter. In any fiscal year, the center 

may use for administrative costs 1% of the aggregate debt 
authorized under section 8331 (relating to authority to borrow). 

SUBCHAPTER C 
LOAN PROGRAM 

Sec. 
8321.  Authority. 
8322.  Loans. 
§ 8321.  Authority. 
 (a)  Authorization.–The center may make a loan to a political 
subdivision for a police agency of the political subdivision as necessary 
for the proper performance of the police agency’s law enforcement 
duties, to do any of the following: 
 (1)  Purchase, expand, modernize or repair buildings or 

portions of buildings which are used exclusively for police 
purposes. This paragraph includes police headquarters, police 
substations and police maintenance garages. 

 (2)  Purchase, maintain or repair equipment. 
 (3)  Purchase, maintain or repair vehicles. 
 (b)  Amount.–A loan under subsection (a) for the purchase, 
maintenance or repair of buildings shall be for not less than $5,000 nor 
more than $200,000. A loan under subsection (a) for the purchase, 
maintenance or repair of vehicles or equipment shall be for not less 
than $5,000 nor more than $100,000. No political subdivision may 
receive loans totaling more than $300,000 in a five-year period. 
 (c)  Terms.– 
 (1)  A loan must be at an interest rate of 2%. 
 (2)  A loan must be repaid in accordance with the law 

applicable to the political subdivision which receives the loan. 
 (3)  A loan must have a repayment period as follows: 
 (i)  For a loan of not more than $15,000, a period 

of five years. 
 

(ii)  For a loan of more than $15,000 but not 
more than $100,000, a period of ten years. 

 (iii)  For a loan of more than $100,000, a period 
of 15 years. 

§ 8322.  Loans. 
 (a)  Application.–A political subdivision may apply for a loan 
under section 8321 (relating to authority) by submitting to the center all 
of the following: 
 (1)  Name of the police agency. 
 (2)  Proposed use of the loan. 
 (3)  Need for use under paragraph (2). 
 (4)  Documentation that demonstrates an ability to repay 

principal and interest of loan. 
 (b)  Determination.– 
 (1)  Within 60 days of receipt of an application under 

subsection (a), the center shall make a decision and notify the 
political subdivision of the decision. 

 (2)  Failure to issue timely notice under paragraph (1) 
shall be deemed a denial of the application. 

 (3)  The provisions of 2 Pa.C.S. Ch. 7 Subch. A (relating 
to judicial review of Commonwealth agency action) shall apply 
to determinations under this subsection. 

 (c)  Contracts.–Upon determination of eligibility under 
subsection (b), the center shall enter into a loan contract with the 
political subdivision. 

SUBCHAPTER D 
DEBT 

Sec. 
8331.  Authority to borrow. 
8332.  Bonds. 
8333.  Sale of bonds. 
8334.  Refunding bonds. 
8335.  Registration of bonds. 
8336.  Proceeds. 
8337.  Police Agency Loan Sinking Fund. 
8338.  Referendum. 
§ 8331.  Authority to borrow. 
 Pursuant to section 7(a)(3) of Article VIII of the Constitution of 
Pennsylvania and the referendum approved by the electorate under 
section 8338 (relating to referendum), the Governor, Auditor General 
and State Treasurer are authorized and directed to borrow, on the credit 
of the Commonwealth, money not exceeding in the aggregate the sum 
of $20,000,000 to implement Subchapter C (relating to loan program). 
§ 8332.  Bonds. 
 (a)  General rule.–As evidence of the indebtedness authorized 
under section 8331 (relating to authority to borrow), general obligation 
bonds of the Commonwealth shall be issued. The Governor, Auditor 
General and State Treasurer shall direct for each bond the total amount; 
the form; the denomination; the terms and conditions of issue, 
redemption and maturity; rate of interest; and time of payment of 
interest. The latest stated maturity date shall not exceed 30 years from 
the date of the bond first issued for each series. 
 (b)  Signature.–Bonds issued under subsection (a) shall bear 
facsimile signatures of the Governor, Auditor General and State 
Treasurer and a facsimile of the Great Seal of the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania and shall be countersigned by two authorized officers of 
the authorized loan and transfer agents of the Commonwealth. 
 (c)  Status.–Bonds issued under subsection (a) shall be direct 
obligations of the Commonwealth, and the full faith and credit of the 
Commonwealth are pledged for the payment of the interest on the 
bonds as it becomes due and the payment of the principal of the bonds 
at maturity. Bonds issued under subsection (a) shall be exempt from 
taxation for State and local purposes. The principal of and interest on 
such bonds shall be payable in lawful money of the United States of 
America. 
 (d)  Format.–Bonds issued under subsection (a) may be issued as 
coupon bonds or registered as to both principal and interest as the  
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issuing officials may determine. If interest coupons are attached, they 
shall contain the facsimile signature of the State Treasurer. 
 (e)  Amortization.–The issuing officials shall provide for the 
amortization of the bonds in substantial and regular amounts over the 
term of the debt as follows: 
 (1)  The first retirement of principal shall be stated  

to mature prior to the expiration of a period of time equal to  
one-tenth of the time from the date of the first obligation issue to 
evidence the debt to the date of the expiration of the term of the 
debt. 

 (2)  Retirements of principal shall be regular and 
substantial if made in annual or semiannual amounts, whether by 
stated serial maturities or by mandatory sinking fund retirements, 
computed either in accordance with a level annual debt service 
plan, as nearly as may be, or upon the equal annual maturities 
plan. 

 (f)  Processing.–The Governor, the Auditor General and the State 
Treasurer shall proceed to have the necessary bonds prepared and 
printed. The bonds, as soon as they are prepared and printed, shall be 
deposited with the authorized loan and transfer agent of the 
Commonwealth and shall remain there until sold under section 8333 
(relating to sale of bonds). 
§ 8333.  Sale of bonds. 
 (a)  Public sale.–Bonds issued under section 8332(a) (relating to 
bonds) shall be offered for sale at not less than 98% of the principal 
amount and accrued interest and shall be sold by the Governor,  
Auditor General and State Treasurer to the highest and best bidder or 
bidders after public advertisement, on terms and conditions and upon 
open competitive bidding, as the Governor, Auditor General and  
State Treasurer shall direct. 
 (b)  Private sale.–Any portion of a bond issue offered under 
subsection (a) but not sold or subscribed for may be disposed of by 
private sale by the Governor, Auditor General and State Treasurer, in a 
manner and at a price not less than 98% of the principal amount and 
accrued interest, as the Governor shall direct. No commission shall be 
allowed or paid for the sale of bonds issued under section 8332(a). 
 (c)  Series.–When bonds are issued, the bonds of each issue shall 
constitute a separate series to be designated by the issuing officials or 
may be combined for sale as one series with other general obligation 
bonds of the Commonwealth. 
§ 8334.  Refunding bonds. 
 The Governor, Auditor General and State Treasurer are 
authorized to provide, by resolution, for the issuance of refunding 
bonds for the purpose of refunding bonds issued under section 8332(a) 
(relating to bonds) and outstanding, either by voluntary exchange with 
the holders of the outstanding bonds or by providing funds to redeem 
and retire the outstanding bonds with accrued interest and premium 
payable on the bonds, at maturity or at a call date. Refunding bonds 
may be issued by the Governor, Auditor General and State Treasurer to 
refund bonds previously issued under this section for refunding 
purposes. Sections 8331 (relating to authority to borrow), 8332 
(relating to bonds) and 8333 (relating to sale of bonds) shall apply to 
bonds under this section. 
§ 8335.  Registration of bonds. 
 The Auditor General shall prepare the necessary registry book to 
be kept in the office of the authorized loan and transfer agent  
of the Commonwealth for the registration of bonds issued under  
section 8332(a) (relating to bonds), at the request of bond owners, 
according to the terms and conditions of issue directed by the 
Governor, Auditor General and State Treasurer. Bonds which are 
issued without interest coupons attached shall be registered in the 
registry books kept by the authorized loan and transfer agent of the 
Commonwealth. 
§ 8336.  Proceeds. 
 The proceeds realized from the sale of bonds under  
section 8332(a) (relating to bonds) shall be paid into the fund.  
The money shall be paid by the State Treasurer into the fund. 
 

§ 8337.  Police Agency Loan Sinking Fund. 
 (a)  Establishment.–The Police Agency Loan Sinking Fund is 
established as a separate fund in the State Treasury. 
 (b)  Source.– 
 (1)  By November 1 of each year, the State Treasurer 

shall notify the Secretary of the Budget of the amount necessary 
for the ensuing fiscal year to redeem, with interest, bonds issued 
under section 8332(a) (relating to bonds). 

 (2)  The General Assembly shall appropriate the amount 
of money necessary to meet repayment obligations under 
paragraph (1) for deposit into the Police Agency Sinking Loan 
Fund. 

§ 8338.  Referendum. 
 (a)  Question.– 
 (1)  The question of incurring indebtedness of 

$20,000,000 for loans to police agencies for the purpose of 
purchasing, maintaining and repairing buildings, equipment  
and vehicles, as necessary for the proper performance of the 
police agencies’ law enforcement duties, shall be submitted to 
the electors at the next primary, municipal or general election 
following the effective date of this section. At least three months 
prior to the election, the secretary must publish the question in 
each county in at least two newspapers of general circulation in 
that county. 

 (2)  The secretary shall certify the question to the county 
boards of election to implement paragraph (1). 

 (b)  Form.–The question shall be in substantially the following 
form: 
 Do you favor the incurring of indebtedness of 

$20,000,000 for loans to police agencies for the purpose of 
purchasing, maintaining and repairing buildings, equipment and 
vehicles, as necessary for the proper performance of the police 
agencies’ law enforcement duties? 

 (c)  Election.–The election shall be conducted in accordance with 
the act of June 3, 1937 (P.L.1333, No.320), known as the Pennsylvania 
Election Code, except that the time limits for advertisement of notice of 
the election may be waived as to the question. 
 (d)  Notice.–If a majority of the electors voting in the election 
under subsection (c) vote in the affirmative, the secretary shall send 
notice of the vote to the Legislative Reference Bureau for publication 
in the Pennsylvania Bulletin. 

SUBCHAPTER E 
MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS 

Sec. 
8341.  Repeals. 
§ 8341.  Repeals. 
 All acts and parts of acts are repealed insofar as they are 
inconsistent with this chapter. 
 Section 2.  This act shall take effect as follows: 
 (1)  The addition of 53 Pa.C.S. § 8338 shall take effect 

immediately. 
 (2)  This section shall take effect immediately. 
 (3)  The remainder of the addition of 53 Pa.C.S. Ch. 83 

shall take effect on the date of publication of the notice under 
section 8338(d). 

 (4)  The remainder of this act shall take effect in 60 days.  
 

On the question, 
 Will the House agree to the amendment? 
 

The SPEAKER. On that question, the Chair recognizes the 
gentleman, Mr. Tangretti. 
 Mr. TANGRETTI. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, this legislature and this Commonwealth over 
the years has been less than forthcoming in its support of 
municipal police departments. Going back as far as 8 years ago, 
the House Democratic Policy Committee held hearings on this 
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very fact, as well as a joint committee as a result of HR 167, 
which did a 2-year study, concluded the same thing. And out of 
that study and previous to that study, there was an effort by 
some of us to provide municipal police departments with some 
help, and so one of the things that we attempted to do, and that 
is the contents of this amendment, is to provide a 2-percent loan 
program, very much similar to what we do for the volunteer  
fire departments. It provides for a bond issue by the State for 
$20 million and that money to be distributed through an 
application process to the various municipal governments who 
have local police departments. 
 I think it is a way that we can assist them. We should assist 
them. They need help, and I think that the State has an 
obligation to do that, and I would ask support of the members 
for this amendment. 
 Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. 
 The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 
 The Chair recognizes the gentleman, Mr. Payne. 
 Mr. PAYNE. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, with all due respect to my friend and colleague 
on the other side of the aisle, I support the concept and the idea, 
but that is not what the bill was about. The bill was to allow our 
Capitol Police, who do issue the citations and have the revenue 
coming in, to allow them to be reimbursed for their training. 
And this amendment, although for police forces in general, is 
not germane to the Capitol Police for their reimbursement, 
number one. 
 Number two, I would rather see the amendment come back 
in a bill form to allow both the police and the EMS (emergency 
medical services), like our firefighters get, to have them have 
money available through a bond issue for training, equipment, 
buildings, et cetera. 
 But on this particular bill, on this amendment, I would have 
to ask for a “no” vote and with all due respect. Thank you, 
Mr. Speaker.  
 The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 
 The Chair recognizes the gentleman, Mr. Tangretti, for the 
second time. 
 Mr. TANGRETTI. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 With great respect and regret, I disagree, obviously, with my 
good friend from Hershey. This has been an issue that we have 
been attempting to deal with for a long time, and it, quite 
frankly, has become necessary once again because we through 
our appropriations process have, by testimony from the  
State Police Commissioner, have understood the concept of 
municipal police departments versus those that are patrolled by 
the State Police and the issue of whether in fact there is a 
fairness and equity issue, and I think there is an equity issue that 
needs to be dealt with, and one of the ways we can do that is to 
provide help for those municipalities that do have police 
departments. 
 So I do not think that this amendment in any way harms the 
gentleman’s bill. I would be happy to work with him to try to do 
something with EMS vis-à-vis this concept, but I would 
appreciate support for this amendment to get it to the Senate in 
this vehicle. So I would ask again for your support. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 
 The Chair recognizes the gentleman, Mr. Payne, for the 
second time. 
 

Mr. PAYNE. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I respect the gentleman’s issue. I would rather that we 
worked on it, as I indicated, as both a police and EMS issue for, 
whether that is terrorist equipment or buildings or equipment, 
but not on this particular bill because this bill is producing 
revenue and the money that is spent for training is  
revenue-neutral. The amendment the gentleman is referring to 
would actually be a $20 million bond debt. 
 So with all due respect, I would ask my colleagues in the 
House for a “no” vote on this amendment so the bill can go 
forward without it, and I would be glad to work with my friend 
and colleague on the other side of the aisle to work on this issue 
in the future. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 

AMENDMENT WITHDRAWN 
 

The SPEAKER. It is the indication of the Chair the 
amendment has been withdrawn. 
 

On the question recurring, 
 Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration as 
amended? 
 Bill as amended was agreed to. 
 

The SPEAKER. This bill has been considered on three 
different days and agreed to and is now on final passage. 
 The question is, shall the bill pass finally? 
 Agreeable to the provisions of the Constitution, the yeas and 
nays will now be taken. 
 

The following roll call was recorded: 
 

YEAS–198 
 
Adolph Feese Maher Ruffing 
Allen Fichter Maitland Sainato 
Argall Fleagle Major Samuelson 
Armstrong Flick Manderino Santoni 
Baker Forcier Mann Sather 
Baldwin Frankel Markosek Saylor 
Barrar Freeman Marsico Scavello 
Bastian Gabig McCall Schroder 
Bebko-Jones Gannon McGill Semmel 
Belardi Geist McIlhattan Shaner 
Belfanti George McIlhinney Shapiro 
Benninghoff Gerber McNaughton Siptroth 
Beyer Gergely Melio Smith, B. 
Biancucci Gillespie Metcalfe Smith, S. H. 
Birmelin Gingrich Micozzie Solobay 
Blackwell Godshall Millard Sonney 
Blaum Good Miller, R. Staback 
Boyd Goodman Miller, S. Stairs 
Bunt Grell Mundy Steil 
Buxton Grucela Mustio Stern 
Caltagirone Gruitza Nailor Stetler 
Cappelli Haluska Nickol Stevenson, R. 
Casorio Hanna O’Brien Stevenson, T. 
Causer Harhai Oliver Sturla 
Cawley Harhart O’Neill Surra 
Civera Harper Pallone Tangretti 
Clymer Harris Parker Taylor, E. Z. 
Cohen Hasay Payne Taylor, J. 
Cornell Hennessey Petrarca Thomas 
Corrigan Herman Petri Tigue 
Costa Hershey Petrone True 
Crahalla Hess Phillips Turzai 
Creighton Hickernell Pickett Veon 
Cruz Hutchinson Pistella Vitali 
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Curry James Preston Walko 
Daley Josephs Pyle Wansacz 
Dally Kauffman Quigley Waters 
DeLuca Keller, M. Ramaley Watson 
Denlinger Keller, W. Rapp Wheatley 
Dermody Kenney Raymond Williams 
DeWeese Killion Readshaw Wilt 
DiGirolamo Kirkland Reed Wojnaroski 
Diven Kotik Reichley Wright 
Donatucci LaGrotta Rieger Yewcic 
Eachus Leach Roberts Youngblood 
Ellis Lederer Roebuck Yudichak 
Evans, D. Leh Rohrer Zug 
Evans, J. Lescovitz Rooney 
Fabrizio Levdansky Ross Perzel, 
Fairchild Mackereth Rubley     Speaker 
 

NAYS–0 
 

NOT VOTING–0 
 

EXCUSED–3 
 
Bishop McGeehan Myers 
 

The majority required by the Constitution having voted in 
the affirmative, the question was determined in the affirmative 
and the bill passed finally. 
 Ordered, That the clerk present the same to the Senate for 
concurrence. 
 

* * *

The House proceeded to third consideration of HB 2038,  
PN 2815, entitled: 
 

An Act amending the act of March 4, 1971 (P.L.6, No.2), known 
as the Tax Reform Code of 1971, establishing a tax credit program to 
encourage the placement of students in a work environment through 
internships; and establishing a corresponding internship clearinghouse.  
 

On the question, 
 Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration? 
 

Mr. GEORGE offered the following amendment No. 
A05795: 

Amend Sec. 1 (Sec. 1702-D), page 2, line 8, by inserting after 
“offer”

paid
Amend Sec. 1 (Sec. 1704-D), page 4, by inserting between  

lines 3 and 4 
 (6)  The internship must be paid.

On the question, 
 Will the House agree to the amendment? 
 

The SPEAKER. On that question, the Chair recognizes the 
gentleman, Mr. George. 
 Mr. GEORGE. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, this amendment simply requires that the tax 
incentives should be granted for internships which are paid, 
which benefits both students as well as employers. As the 
Governor pointed out, each year more than 26,000 students in 
Pennsylvania graduate in cutting-edge math, science, 

engineering, and computer programs.  Internships are a smart 
way to encourage our business community to invest their time 
in student learning before graduation so that students can 
transition into well-paid employment here in Pennsylvania.  
By encouraging this, Mr. Speaker, paid internships, we can 
retain these high-skilled graduates as they seek employment 
opportunity. 
 I ask for an affirmative vote. 
 The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 
 On that question, the Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Armstrong, Mr. Pyle. 
 Mr. PYLE. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I would point out to the members, this is an agreed-to 
amendment, and I would encourage a “yes” vote. 
 The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 
 

On the question recurring, 
 Will the House agree to the amendment? 
 

The following roll call was recorded: 
 

YEAS–198 
 
Adolph Feese Maher Ruffing 
Allen Fichter Maitland Sainato 
Argall Fleagle Major Samuelson 
Armstrong Flick Manderino Santoni 
Baker Forcier Mann Sather 
Baldwin Frankel Markosek Saylor 
Barrar Freeman Marsico Scavello 
Bastian Gabig McCall Schroder 
Bebko-Jones Gannon McGill Semmel 
Belardi Geist McIlhattan Shaner 
Belfanti George McIlhinney Shapiro 
Benninghoff Gerber McNaughton Siptroth 
Beyer Gergely Melio Smith, B. 
Biancucci Gillespie Metcalfe Smith, S. H. 
Birmelin Gingrich Micozzie Solobay 
Blackwell Godshall Millard Sonney 
Blaum Good Miller, R. Staback 
Boyd Goodman Miller, S. Stairs 
Bunt Grell Mundy Steil 
Buxton Grucela Mustio Stern 
Caltagirone Gruitza Nailor Stetler 
Cappelli Haluska Nickol Stevenson, R. 
Casorio Hanna O’Brien Stevenson, T. 
Causer Harhai Oliver Sturla 
Cawley Harhart O’Neill Surra 
Civera Harper Pallone Tangretti 
Clymer Harris Parker Taylor, E. Z. 
Cohen Hasay Payne Taylor, J. 
Cornell Hennessey Petrarca Thomas 
Corrigan Herman Petri Tigue 
Costa Hershey Petrone True 
Crahalla Hess Phillips Turzai 
Creighton Hickernell Pickett Veon 
Cruz Hutchinson Pistella Vitali 
Curry James Preston Walko 
Daley Josephs Pyle Wansacz 
Dally Kauffman Quigley Waters 
DeLuca Keller, M. Ramaley Watson 
Denlinger Keller, W. Rapp Wheatley 
Dermody Kenney Raymond Williams 
DeWeese Killion Readshaw Wilt 
DiGirolamo Kirkland Reed Wojnaroski 
Diven Kotik Reichley Wright 
Donatucci LaGrotta Rieger Yewcic 
Eachus Leach Roberts Youngblood 
Ellis Lederer Roebuck Yudichak 
Evans, D. Leh Rohrer Zug 
Evans, J. Lescovitz Rooney 
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Fabrizio Levdansky Ross Perzel, 
Fairchild Mackereth Rubley     Speaker 
 

NAYS–0 
 

NOT VOTING–0 
 

EXCUSED–3 
 
Bishop McGeehan Myers 
 

The majority having voted in the affirmative, the question 
was determined in the affirmative and the amendment was 
agreed to. 
 

On the question, 
 Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration as 
amended? 

RULES SUSPENDED 

The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the gentleman,  
Mr. Pyle. 
 Mr. PYLE. Mr. Speaker, I call for an immediate suspension 
of the rules to file and run amendment No. A06812. 
 

On the question, 
 Will the House agree to the motion? 
 

The following roll call was recorded: 
 

YEAS–197 
 
Adolph Feese Maher Sainato 
Allen Fichter Maitland Samuelson 
Argall Fleagle Major Santoni 
Armstrong Flick Manderino Sather 
Baker Forcier Mann Saylor 
Baldwin Frankel Markosek Scavello 
Barrar Freeman Marsico Schroder 
Bastian Gabig McCall Semmel 
Bebko-Jones Gannon McGill Shaner 
Belardi Geist McIlhattan Shapiro 
Belfanti George McIlhinney Siptroth 
Benninghoff Gerber McNaughton Smith, B. 
Beyer Gergely Melio Smith, S. H. 
Biancucci Gillespie Metcalfe Solobay 
Birmelin Gingrich Micozzie Sonney 
Blackwell Godshall Millard Staback 
Blaum Good Miller, R. Stairs 
Boyd Goodman Miller, S. Steil 
Bunt Grell Mundy Stern 
Buxton Grucela Mustio Stetler 
Caltagirone Gruitza Nailor Stevenson, R. 
Cappelli Haluska Nickol Stevenson, T. 
Casorio Hanna O’Brien Sturla 
Causer Harhai Oliver Surra 
Cawley Harhart O’Neill Tangretti 
Civera Harper Parker Taylor, E. Z. 
Clymer Harris Payne Taylor, J. 
Cohen Hasay Petrarca Thomas 
Cornell Hennessey Petri Tigue 
Corrigan Herman Petrone True 
Costa Hershey Phillips Turzai 
Crahalla Hess Pickett Veon 
Creighton Hickernell Pistella Vitali 
Cruz Hutchinson Preston Walko 
Curry James Pyle Wansacz 

Daley Josephs Quigley Waters 
Dally Kauffman Ramaley Watson 
DeLuca Keller, M. Rapp Wheatley 
Denlinger Keller, W. Raymond Williams 
Dermody Kenney Readshaw Wilt 
DeWeese Killion Reed Wojnaroski 
DiGirolamo Kirkland Reichley Wright 
Diven Kotik Rieger Yewcic 
Donatucci LaGrotta Roberts Youngblood 
Eachus Leach Roebuck Yudichak 
Ellis Lederer Rohrer Zug 
Evans, D. Leh Rooney 
Evans, J. Lescovitz Ross 
Fabrizio Levdansky Rubley Perzel, 
Fairchild Mackereth Ruffing     Speaker 
 

NAYS–1 
 
Pallone 
 

NOT VOTING–0 
 

EXCUSED–3 
 
Bishop McGeehan Myers 
 

A majority of the members required by the rules having 
voted in the affirmative, the question was determined in the 
affirmative and the motion was agreed to. 
 

On the question recurring, 
 Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration as 
amended? 
 

Mr. PYLE offered the following amendment No. A06812: 

Amend Sec. 1 (Sec. 1703-D), page 3, line 9, by inserting after 
“VII,”

VIII,
Amend Sec. 1 (Sec. 1705-D), page 4, line 12, by striking out 

“February” and inserting 
 September

Amend Sec. 1 (Sec. 1705-D), page 4, line 21, by striking out 
“August” and inserting 
 December

On the question, 
 Will the House agree to the amendment? 
 

The SPEAKER. On that question, the Chair recognizes the 
gentleman, Mr. Pyle, for a brief explanation. 
 Mr. PYLE. Mr. Speaker, HB 2038, the career starter tax 
credit bill, has been written in an effort to keep our bright young 
minds coming out of Pennsylvania schools here in 
Pennsylvania. What it does is it establishes a tax credit for  
any business that brings an intern that works for them for at 
least 13 weeks and covers parts of the cost of that internship. 
 I am asking for a “yes” vote, Mr. Speaker. 
 The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 
 Does the gentleman, Mr. Levdansky, seek recognition? 
 

On the question recurring, 
 Will the House agree to the amendment? 
 

The following roll call was recorded: 
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YEAS–198 
 
Adolph Feese Maher Ruffing 
Allen Fichter Maitland Sainato 
Argall Fleagle Major Samuelson 
Armstrong Flick Manderino Santoni 
Baker Forcier Mann Sather 
Baldwin Frankel Markosek Saylor 
Barrar Freeman Marsico Scavello 
Bastian Gabig McCall Schroder 
Bebko-Jones Gannon McGill Semmel 
Belardi Geist McIlhattan Shaner 
Belfanti George McIlhinney Shapiro 
Benninghoff Gerber McNaughton Siptroth 
Beyer Gergely Melio Smith, B. 
Biancucci Gillespie Metcalfe Smith, S. H. 
Birmelin Gingrich Micozzie Solobay 
Blackwell Godshall Millard Sonney 
Blaum Good Miller, R. Staback 
Boyd Goodman Miller, S. Stairs 
Bunt Grell Mundy Steil 
Buxton Grucela Mustio Stern 
Caltagirone Gruitza Nailor Stetler 
Cappelli Haluska Nickol Stevenson, R. 
Casorio Hanna O’Brien Stevenson, T. 
Causer Harhai Oliver Sturla 
Cawley Harhart O’Neill Surra 
Civera Harper Pallone Tangretti 
Clymer Harris Parker Taylor, E. Z. 
Cohen Hasay Payne Taylor, J. 
Cornell Hennessey Petrarca Thomas 
Corrigan Herman Petri Tigue 
Costa Hershey Petrone True 
Crahalla Hess Phillips Turzai 
Creighton Hickernell Pickett Veon 
Cruz Hutchinson Pistella Vitali 
Curry James Preston Walko 
Daley Josephs Pyle Wansacz 
Dally Kauffman Quigley Waters 
DeLuca Keller, M. Ramaley Watson 
Denlinger Keller, W. Rapp Wheatley 
Dermody Kenney Raymond Williams 
DeWeese Killion Readshaw Wilt 
DiGirolamo Kirkland Reed Wojnaroski 
Diven Kotik Reichley Wright 
Donatucci LaGrotta Rieger Yewcic 
Eachus Leach Roberts Youngblood 
Ellis Lederer Roebuck Yudichak 
Evans, D. Leh Rohrer Zug 
Evans, J. Lescovitz Rooney 
Fabrizio Levdansky Ross Perzel, 
Fairchild Mackereth Rubley     Speaker 
 

NAYS–0 
 

NOT VOTING–0 
 

EXCUSED–3 
 
Bishop McGeehan Myers 
 

The majority having voted in the affirmative, the question 
was determined in the affirmative and the amendment was 
agreed to. 
 

On the question recurring, 
 Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration as 
amended? 
 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is in receipt of a Levdansky 
amendment, which is late. 

RULES SUSPENDED 

The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the gentleman,  
Mr. Levdansky. 
 Mr. LEVDANSKY. Mr. Speaker, I move for a suspension of 
the rules for immediate consideration of amendment A06397. 
 

On the question, 
 Will the House agree to the motion? 
 

The following roll call was recorded: 
 

YEAS–198 
 
Adolph Feese Maher Ruffing 
Allen Fichter Maitland Sainato 
Argall Fleagle Major Samuelson 
Armstrong Flick Manderino Santoni 
Baker Forcier Mann Sather 
Baldwin Frankel Markosek Saylor 
Barrar Freeman Marsico Scavello 
Bastian Gabig McCall Schroder 
Bebko-Jones Gannon McGill Semmel 
Belardi Geist McIlhattan Shaner 
Belfanti George McIlhinney Shapiro 
Benninghoff Gerber McNaughton Siptroth 
Beyer Gergely Melio Smith, B. 
Biancucci Gillespie Metcalfe Smith, S. H. 
Birmelin Gingrich Micozzie Solobay 
Blackwell Godshall Millard Sonney 
Blaum Good Miller, R. Staback 
Boyd Goodman Miller, S. Stairs 
Bunt Grell Mundy Steil 
Buxton Grucela Mustio Stern 
Caltagirone Gruitza Nailor Stetler 
Cappelli Haluska Nickol Stevenson, R. 
Casorio Hanna O’Brien Stevenson, T. 
Causer Harhai Oliver Sturla 
Cawley Harhart O’Neill Surra 
Civera Harper Pallone Tangretti 
Clymer Harris Parker Taylor, E. Z. 
Cohen Hasay Payne Taylor, J. 
Cornell Hennessey Petrarca Thomas 
Corrigan Herman Petri Tigue 
Costa Hershey Petrone True 
Crahalla Hess Phillips Turzai 
Creighton Hickernell Pickett Veon 
Cruz Hutchinson Pistella Vitali 
Curry James Preston Walko 
Daley Josephs Pyle Wansacz 
Dally Kauffman Quigley Waters 
DeLuca Keller, M. Ramaley Watson 
Denlinger Keller, W. Rapp Wheatley 
Dermody Kenney Raymond Williams 
DeWeese Killion Readshaw Wilt 
DiGirolamo Kirkland Reed Wojnaroski 
Diven Kotik Reichley Wright 
Donatucci LaGrotta Rieger Yewcic 
Eachus Leach Roberts Youngblood 
Ellis Lederer Roebuck Yudichak 
Evans, D. Leh Rohrer Zug 
Evans, J. Lescovitz Rooney 
Fabrizio Levdansky Ross Perzel, 
Fairchild Mackereth Rubley     Speaker 
 

NAYS–0 
 

NOT VOTING–0 
 

EXCUSED–3 
 
Bishop McGeehan Myers 
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A majority of the members required by the rules having 
voted in the affirmative, the question was determined in the 
affirmative and the motion was agreed to. 
 

On the question recurring, 
 Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration as 
amended? 
 

Mr. LEVDANSKY offered the following amendment No. 
A06397: 
 

Amend Sec. 1, page 7, by inserting between lines 4 and 5 
Section 1708-D.  Limitation on credits.

The total amount of career starter credits approved by the 
department shall not exceed $10,000,000 in any fiscal year.

Amend Sec. 1 (Sec. 1708-D), page 7, line 5, by striking out 
“1708-D” and inserting 
 1709-D

Amend Sec. 1 (Sec. 1709-D), page 7, line 17, by striking out 
“1709-D” and inserting 
 1710-D

On the question, 
 Will the House agree to the amendment? 
 

The SPEAKER. On that question, the Chair recognizes the 
gentleman, Mr. Levdansky. 
 Mr. LEVDANSKY. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, when this bill was considered in the House 
Finance Committee, I raised a concern relative to the fiscal 
impact of this bill. We are going to create a new tax credit 
program, and the bill as drafted is open-ended in terms of how 
much this could end up costing the Commonwealth in terms of 
lost revenues. 
 Under my amendment, under this amendment, we will 
establish this career starter tax credit program at such a level not 
to exceed $10 million annually. So this will set a $10 million 
threshold as the maximum tax credit to be available to 
businesses to start this program up. I think this is at least a 
substantial and generous amount to start a tax credit program, 
but I do think it is important that we do, in fact, set a limit. 
 You know, we created a research and development tax credit 
program 5 or 6 years ago in the State budget and we set a cap at 
it. So typically when we establish tax credit programs in the 
Commonwealth, we establish a maximum amount, and this 
amendment would simply cap this program at $10 million 
annually, which I think is more than enough to get this program 
up and going. And if it works out and this program, you know, 
that there is more of a need, we could always revisit the issue in 
future years as well. 
 So again, this would simply establish a $10 million cap on 
the tax credit program, and I would urge an affirmative vote. 
 The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 
 The Chair recognizes the gentleman, Mr. Pyle. 
 Mr. PYLE. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I would like to point out to the assembled members, this is an 
agreed-to amendment, and I would also encourage a positive 
vote. 
 The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 
 

On the question recurring, 
 Will the House agree to the amendment? 
 

The following roll call was recorded: 
 

YEAS–198 
 
Adolph Feese Maher Ruffing 
Allen Fichter Maitland Sainato 
Argall Fleagle Major Samuelson 
Armstrong Flick Manderino Santoni 
Baker Forcier Mann Sather 
Baldwin Frankel Markosek Saylor 
Barrar Freeman Marsico Scavello 
Bastian Gabig McCall Schroder 
Bebko-Jones Gannon McGill Semmel 
Belardi Geist McIlhattan Shaner 
Belfanti George McIlhinney Shapiro 
Benninghoff Gerber McNaughton Siptroth 
Beyer Gergely Melio Smith, B. 
Biancucci Gillespie Metcalfe Smith, S. H. 
Birmelin Gingrich Micozzie Solobay 
Blackwell Godshall Millard Sonney 
Blaum Good Miller, R. Staback 
Boyd Goodman Miller, S. Stairs 
Bunt Grell Mundy Steil 
Buxton Grucela Mustio Stern 
Caltagirone Gruitza Nailor Stetler 
Cappelli Haluska Nickol Stevenson, R. 
Casorio Hanna O’Brien Stevenson, T. 
Causer Harhai Oliver Sturla 
Cawley Harhart O’Neill Surra 
Civera Harper Pallone Tangretti 
Clymer Harris Parker Taylor, E. Z. 
Cohen Hasay Payne Taylor, J. 
Cornell Hennessey Petrarca Thomas 
Corrigan Herman Petri Tigue 
Costa Hershey Petrone True 
Crahalla Hess Phillips Turzai 
Creighton Hickernell Pickett Veon 
Cruz Hutchinson Pistella Vitali 
Curry James Preston Walko 
Daley Josephs Pyle Wansacz 
Dally Kauffman Quigley Waters 
DeLuca Keller, M. Ramaley Watson 
Denlinger Keller, W. Rapp Wheatley 
Dermody Kenney Raymond Williams 
DeWeese Killion Readshaw Wilt 
DiGirolamo Kirkland Reed Wojnaroski 
Diven Kotik Reichley Wright 
Donatucci LaGrotta Rieger Yewcic 
Eachus Leach Roberts Youngblood 
Ellis Lederer Roebuck Yudichak 
Evans, D. Leh Rohrer Zug 
Evans, J. Lescovitz Rooney 
Fabrizio Levdansky Ross Perzel, 
Fairchild Mackereth Rubley     Speaker 
 

NAYS–0 
 

NOT VOTING–0 
 

EXCUSED–3 
 
Bishop McGeehan Myers 
 

The majority having voted in the affirmative, the question 
was determined in the affirmative and the amendment was 
agreed to. 
 

The SPEAKER. Would the gentleman, Mr. Gannon, please 
come to the rostrum. 
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On the question recurring, 
 Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration as 
amended? 
 Bill as amended was agreed to. 
 

The SPEAKER. This bill has been considered on three 
different days and agreed to and is now on final passage. 
 The question is, shall the bill pass finally? 
 

On that question, the Chair recognizes the gentleman,  
Mr. Levdansky. 
 Mr. LEVDANSKY. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I just want to for the record raise a couple of 
concerns that I still have with this legislation that we have not 
been able to deal with, but hopefully as the legislation moves on 
in the process to the Senate, it can be addressed later. 
 One of the concerns that I have is that this career starter tax 
credit program for internships will only be available to 
Pennsylvania colleges and universities and institutions of higher 
education. It is not applicable, it does not apply to out-of-State 
institutions of higher education, and I am concerned about that 
because there are a lot of Pennsylvania students that may attend 
college and universities outside of Pennsylvania that could 
benefit from this program. 
 Just an example that would come to my mind would be, for 
example, Cornell University in New York has an excellent 
hotel/restaurant management program, and if a Pennsylvania 
student went to school there and maybe wanted to do an 
internship at the Four Seasons Hotel in Philadelphia, they would 
be precluded under this legislation from doing that. So I would 
like the Senate to take a look at, is there a way to make this 
program available to Pennsylvania students irrespective of 
whether or not they attend a university or college in 
Pennsylvania or outside of Pennsylvania. 
 I am also concerned that this program also applies to 
noncredited programs, and I am a little confused as to 
specifically what the intent is there. I think this really ought to 
focus in on people that are working for associate’s degrees or 
bachelor’s degrees or master’s degrees, and if they are in 
colleges and universities in an accredited program, you know,  
in a program to receive a degree, in a degree program, this 
legislation applies to nondegree programs as well, and I just 
think that issue needs to be further explored. 
 Notwithstanding those two concerns that I have, I think the 
idea of putting a tax credit in place to encourage businesses and 
other associations to create internships for college students in 
particular is of great career benefit to students. I think getting 
kids in internships while they are in classrooms, you know, you 
need to augment that theory, that classroom experience with 
real-world experience. To the extent that they can get college 
credit and even get paid as an intern to work in a company or 
business I think is an important addition and complement to the 
programs of higher education and colleges and universities. 
 So I think this is a worthy and laudable program and would 
hope that maybe the Senate would take a look at these two 
issues of concern that I have, you know, and especially to 
benefit all students who are natives of Pennsylvania, whether or 
not they go to school in Pennsylvania or out of Pennsylvania. 
We can hopefully address those two concerns in the Senate, and 
with those two concerns that I have, I still would urge an 
affirmative vote on this legislation. 
 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 
 The Chair recognizes the gentleman, Mr. Pyle. 
 Mr. PYLE. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 HB 2038, as my esteemed colleague has just pointed out, is 
an effort for us to keep our aspiring young minds here within 
our Commonwealth. One of the most common complaints I get 
back home is that our kids have to move away. Hopefully 2038 
will establish a skeleton, a framework, if you will, for those 
young minds to stay here and be the future generation of 
Pennsylvania’s corporations and factories. 
 I would like to point out this bill has been worked on, on 
both sides of the aisle, and I would like to ask for a most 
affirmative vote. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 
 

On the question recurring, 
 Shall the bill pass finally? 
 The SPEAKER. Agreeable to the provisions of the 
Constitution, the yeas and nays will now be taken. 
 

The following roll call was recorded: 
 

YEAS–198 
 
Adolph Feese Maher Ruffing 
Allen Fichter Maitland Sainato 
Argall Fleagle Major Samuelson 
Armstrong Flick Manderino Santoni 
Baker Forcier Mann Sather 
Baldwin Frankel Markosek Saylor 
Barrar Freeman Marsico Scavello 
Bastian Gabig McCall Schroder 
Bebko-Jones Gannon McGill Semmel 
Belardi Geist McIlhattan Shaner 
Belfanti George McIlhinney Shapiro 
Benninghoff Gerber McNaughton Siptroth 
Beyer Gergely Melio Smith, B. 
Biancucci Gillespie Metcalfe Smith, S. H. 
Birmelin Gingrich Micozzie Solobay 
Blackwell Godshall Millard Sonney 
Blaum Good Miller, R. Staback 
Boyd Goodman Miller, S. Stairs 
Bunt Grell Mundy Steil 
Buxton Grucela Mustio Stern 
Caltagirone Gruitza Nailor Stetler 
Cappelli Haluska Nickol Stevenson, R. 
Casorio Hanna O’Brien Stevenson, T. 
Causer Harhai Oliver Sturla 
Cawley Harhart O’Neill Surra 
Civera Harper Pallone Tangretti 
Clymer Harris Parker Taylor, E. Z. 
Cohen Hasay Payne Taylor, J. 
Cornell Hennessey Petrarca Thomas 
Corrigan Herman Petri Tigue 
Costa Hershey Petrone True 
Crahalla Hess Phillips Turzai 
Creighton Hickernell Pickett Veon 
Cruz Hutchinson Pistella Vitali 
Curry James Preston Walko 
Daley Josephs Pyle Wansacz 
Dally Kauffman Quigley Waters 
DeLuca Keller, M. Ramaley Watson 
Denlinger Keller, W. Rapp Wheatley 
Dermody Kenney Raymond Williams 
DeWeese Killion Readshaw Wilt 
DiGirolamo Kirkland Reed Wojnaroski 
Diven Kotik Reichley Wright 
Donatucci LaGrotta Rieger Yewcic 
Eachus Leach Roberts Youngblood 
Ellis Lederer Roebuck Yudichak 
Evans, D. Leh Rohrer Zug 
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Evans, J. Lescovitz Rooney 
Fabrizio Levdansky Ross Perzel, 
Fairchild Mackereth Rubley     Speaker 
 

NAYS–0 
 

NOT VOTING–0 
 

EXCUSED–3 
 
Bishop McGeehan Myers 
 

The majority required by the Constitution having voted in 
the affirmative, the question was determined in the affirmative 
and the bill passed finally. 
 Ordered, That the clerk present the same to the Senate for 
concurrence. 

GUEST INTRODUCED 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would like to welcome to the  
hall of the House Brendan Schubert, a senior at the University 
of Pittsburgh. Brendan is an intern for Representative  
Tom Stevenson in his district office. Brendan is seated to the 
left of the Speaker. Would you please rise and be recognized, 
Brendan. 

BILL ON THIRD CONSIDERATION 

The House proceeded to third consideration of SB 862,  
PN 1319, entitled: 
 

An Act amending Title 4 (Amusements) of the Pennsylvania 
Consolidated Statutes, further providing for definitions and for the 
Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board; providing for applicability of 
other statutes; further providing for powers and duties of board; 
providing for code of conduct; further providing for licensed entity 
application appeals from board, for license or permit application 
hearing process, for board minutes and records, for collection of fees 
and fines, for order of initial license issuance, for slot machine license 
application and for slot machine license application business entity 
requirements; providing for licensing of principals, for licensing of key 
employees, for recusal and disqualification of members, for alternate 
members, for initial applications and for code of conduct; and further 
providing for occupation permit application, for gross terminal revenue 
deductions, for transfers from the State Gaming Fund, for public 
official financial interests, for political influence and for enforcement.  
 

On the question, 
 Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration? 
 

Mr. GANNON offered the following amendment No. 
A06145: 

Amend Title, page 1, lines 1 through 18, by striking out all of 
said lines and inserting 
Amending Titles 4 (Amusements) and 18 (Crimes and Offenses) of the 

Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes, further providing for 
definitions and for the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board; 
providing for applicability of other statutes; further providing for 
powers and duties of board; providing for code of conduct; 
further providing for temporary regulations, for licensed entity 
application appeals from board, for license or permit application 
hearing process, for board minutes and records, for collection  
of fees and fines, for Category 2 slot machine licenses, for 

Category 3 slot machine licenses, for order of initial license 
issuance, for slot machine license application and for  
slot machine license application business entity requirements; 
providing for licensing of principals, for licensing of key 
employees and for recusal and disqualification of members; 
further providing for supplier and manufacturer licenses; 
providing for manufacturer licenses; further providing for 
occupation permit application, for nontransferability of licenses, 
for gross terminal revenue deductions, for establishment of  
State Gaming Fund and net slot machine revenue distribution,  
for the Pennsylvania Gaming Economic Development and 
Tourism Fund, for transfers from the State Gaming Fund, for the 
compulsive and problem gambling program, for public official 
financial interest, for political influence and for enforcement; 
providing for procedures, for hearing officers and for conduct of 
public officials and employees; further providing for prohibited 
acts and penalties; providing for detention and for interception of 
oral communications; further providing for duty to provide and 
for submission of fingerprints; providing for preemption in cities 
of the first class; further providing for corrupt organizations; and 
making a related repeal. 

 Amend Bill, page 1, lines 21 through 24; pages 2 through 55, 
lines 1 through 30; page 56, lines 1 through 6, by striking out all of said 
lines on said pages and inserting 
 Section 1.  The definitions of “affiliate” or “affiliated company,” 
“applicant” and “controlling interest” in section 1103 of Title 4 of the 
Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes are amended and the section is 
amended by adding definitions to read: 
§ 1103.  Definitions. 
 The following words and phrases when used in this part shall 
have the meanings given to them in this section unless the context 
clearly indicates otherwise: 
 “Affiliate[“ or “affiliated company],” “affiliate of” or “person 
affiliated with.”  A person that directly or indirectly, through one or 
more intermediaries, controls, is controlled by or is under common 
control with a specified person. 
 “Applicant.”  Any person[, officer, director or key employee], 
who on his own behalf or on behalf of another, is applying for 
permission to engage in any act or activity which is regulated under the 
provisions of this part. In cases in which the applicant is a [corporation, 
foundation, organization, business trust, estate, limited liability 
company, trust, partnership, limited partnership, association or any 
other form of legal business entity,] person other than an individual, the 
Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board shall determine the associated 
persons whose qualifications are necessary as a precondition to the 
licensing of the applicant. 
 * * * 
 “Associated area.”  All parcels of land owned by the licensed 
gaming entity or its affiliate, intermediary, subsidiary or holding 
company contiguous to the licensed facility.

* * *
“Compensation.”  Includes salary and benefits.
“Complimentary service.”  Any lodging, service or item which is 

provided to an individual at no cost and which is not generally 
available to the public under similar circumstances.

“Controlling interest.”  [A person shall be deemed to have the 
ability to control a publicly traded corporation, or to elect] An interest 
in an entity if a person’s sole voting rights, as provided by applicable 
State law or corporate articles or bylaws, entitle the person to elect or 
appoint one or more of the members of [its] the entity’s board of 
directors[, if such holder] or other governing body or if the person
owns or beneficially holds 5% or more of the securities of [such] a
publicly traded domestic or foreign corporation[,] or holds 5% or more 
ownership or voting interest in a partnership, limited liability company 
or any other form of legal entity, unless such presumption of control or 
ability to elect is rebutted by clear and convincing evidence. A person 
who is a holder of securities of a privately held domestic or foreign 
corporation, partnership, limited liability company or any other form of 
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legal entity shall be deemed to possess a controlling interest unless 
such presumption of control is rebutted by clear and convincing 
evidence. 
 * * * 
 “Corporation.”  Includes a publicly traded corporation.

* * *
“Holding company.”  An entity, other than an individual, which, 

directly or indirectly, owns, has the power or right to control or to vote 
any significant part of the outstanding voting securities of a corporation 
or other form of business organization. A holding company indirectly 
has, holds or owns any such power, right or security if it does so 
through an interest in a subsidiary or successive subsidiaries.

* * *
“Independent contractor.”  A person who performs professional, 

scientific, technical advisory or consulting services to the Pennsylvania 
Gaming Control Board for a fee, honorarium or similar compensation 
pursuant to a contract.

* * *
“Intermediary.”  An entity, other than an individual, which:

(1)  is a holding company with respect to a corporation or 
other form of business organization, which holds or applies for a 
license under this part; and

(2)  is a subsidiary with respect to any holding company.
* * *
“Member.”  An individual appointed to and sworn in as a 

member of the board in accordance with section 1201(b) (relating to 
Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board established).

* * *
“Principal.”  An officer; director; person who directly or 

indirectly holds a beneficial interest in or ownership of an amount 
equal to 5% or more of the securities of an applicant or licensee; person 
who has a controlling interest in an applicant or licensee, or has the 
ability to elect a majority of the board of directors of a licensee or to 
otherwise control a licensee; lender or other licensed financial 
institution of an applicant or licensee, other than a bank or lending 
institution which makes a loan or holds a mortgage or other lien 
acquired in the ordinary course of business; underwriter of an applicant 
or licensee; or other person or employee of a slot machine licensee, 
manufacturer licensee or supplier licensee deemed to be a principal by 
the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board.

* * *
“Publicly traded corporation.”  An entity which:

(1)  has a class or series of securities registered under the 
Securities Exchange Act of 1934 (48 Stat. 881, 15 U.S.C. § 78a 
et seq.);

(2)  is a registered management company under 
the Investment Company Act of 1940 (54 Stat. 789, 15 U.S.C. 
§ 80a-1 et seq.); or

(3)  is subject to the reporting obligations imposed by 
section 15(d) of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934 by reason 
of having filed a registration statement which has become 
effective under the Securities Act of 1933 (48 Stat. 74, 15 U.S.C. 
§ 77a et seq.).
* * *
“Subsidiary.”  An entity other than an individual. The term 

includes:
(1)  a corporation, any significant part of whose 

outstanding equity securities are owned, subject to a power or 
right of control, or held with power to vote, by a holding 
company or an intermediary company; or

(2)  a significant interest in a person, other than an 
individual, which is owned, subject to a power or right of control, 
or held with power to vote, by a holding company or an 
intermediary company.
* * *
“Underwriter.”  As defined in the act of December 5, 1972 

(P.L.1280, No.284), known as the Pennsylvania Securities Act of 1972.

Section 2.  Section 1201 of Title 4 is amended to read: 
§ 1201.  Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board established. 
 (a)  Board established.–There is established an independent 
[administrative] board which shall be a body corporate and politic to be 
known as the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board[, which shall be 
implemented as set forth in this section]. 
 (b)  Membership.–The board shall consist of the following 
members[, who shall serve a set term and may not be removed except 
for good cause]: 
 (1)  Three members appointed by the Governor.[, each 

being referred to as a “gubernatorial appointee.”] 
 (2)  One member appointed by each of the following 

[legislative caucus leaders, each being referred to as a “legislative 
appointee”]: 

 (i)  The President pro tempore of the Senate. 
 (ii)  The Minority Leader of the Senate. 
 (iii)  The Speaker of the House of 

Representatives. 
 (iv)  The Minority Leader of the House of 

Representatives. 
 (b.1)  Removal.–A member of the board shall be removed from 
office by the appointing authority:

(1)  for misconduct in office, willful neglect of duty or 
conduct evidencing unfitness for office or incompetence; or

(2)  upon conviction of an offense graded as a felony, an 
infamous crime, an offense under this part or an equivalent 
offense under Federal law or the law of another jurisdiction.
(c)  Initial appointments to board.– 

 (1)  Gubernatorial [appointee members] appointees
initially appointed under subsection (b)(1) shall serve an initial 
term of one, two and three years respectively as designated by 
the Governor at the time of appointment and until their 
successors are appointed and qualified. 

 (2)  Legislative [appointee members] appointees initially 
appointed under subsection (b)(2) shall serve until the third 
Tuesday in January 2007 and until their successors are appointed 
and qualified. 

 (3)  [Any] An appointment to fill a vacancy created by a 
member appointed in accordance with paragraph (1) or (2) shall 
be for the remainder of the unexpired term. [Members so 
appointed to fill the unexpired term of an initial appointee shall 
be subject to the provisions of subsection (d).] 

 (d)  [Appointments after expiration of initial term or upon 
vacancy] Terms of office.–Upon the expiration of a term of a member 
appointed under [this subsection or upon the existence of a vacancy of 
a member appointed pursuant to subsection (c) or this] subsection (c),
[the appointing authority shall appoint a member subject to the 
following: 
 (1)  For a gubernatorial appointment under  

subsection (b)(1), the term shall be for three years and until a 
successor is appointed and qualified.] the following shall apply:

(1)  The term of office of a gubernatorial appointee shall 
be three years and until a successor is appointed and qualified.

(2)  [Terms for legislative appointee members appointed 
under subsection (b)(2) shall be for a two-year term and shall 
expire on the third Tuesday of January of such year, but such 
members shall continue to serve until their successors are 
appointed and qualified.] The term of office of a legislative 
appointee shall be two years and until a successor is appointed 
and qualified.

(3)  [No] A legislative appointee [member] shall serve  
no more than three full [successive] consecutive terms. 

 (4)  [No] A gubernatorial appointee [member] shall serve 
no more than two full [successive] consecutive terms. 

 (5)  An appointment to fill a vacancy shall be for the 
remainder of the unexpired term. 
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(6)  A member appointed to fill a vacancy under 
paragraph (3) may serve three full terms following the expiration 
of the term related to the vacancy.

(7)  A member appointed to fill a vacancy under 
paragraph (4) may serve two full terms following the expiration 
of the term related to the vacancy.
(e)  Ex officio members.–The Secretary of Revenue, the 

Secretary of Agriculture and the State Treasurer, or their designees,
shall serve on the board as nonvoting ex officio members of the board. 
The designee shall be a deputy secretary or an equivalent position 
within the agency.

(f)  Qualified majority vote.– 
 (1)  Except as permitted in paragraphs (2) and (3), any 

action , including, but not limited to, the approval, issuance, 
denial or conditioning of any license by the board under this part 
or the making of any order or the ratification of any permissible 
act done or order made by one or more of the members, shall 
require a qualified majority vote consisting of at least one 
gubernatorial appointee and the four legislative appointees. 

 (2)  Any action to suspend or revoke, not renew, void or 
require forfeiture of a license or permit issued under this part, to 
impose any administrative fine or penalty under this part or to 
issue cease and desist orders or similar enforcement actions shall 
require a majority vote of all the members appointed to the 
board. 

 (3)  Notwithstanding any other provision [to the contrary] 
of this part or 65 Pa.C.S. § 1103(j) (relating to restricted 
activities), a member shall disclose [the nature of his 
disqualifying interest], disqualify himself and abstain from 
voting in a proceeding under this part in which his [or her] 
impartiality may be reasonably questioned, including, but not 
limited to, instances where he [or she] knows that [they possess] 
he or a member of his immediate family possesses a [substantial] 
financial interest in the subject matter of the proceeding or any 
other interest that could be substantially affected by the outcome 
of the proceeding. [In such circumstances in which it is] If a
legislative appointee [member that has disqualified himself or 
herself] and his alternate have both disqualified themselves, the 
qualified majority shall consist of all of the remaining [three] 
legislative appointees and at least two gubernatorial appointees. 
For purposes of this paragraph, the term “immediate family” 
shall mean spouse, parent, brother, sister or child.

(4)  If a member discloses a disqualifying interest 
and abstains from voting on any matter, the provisions of 
subsection (f.1) shall apply.

(5)  In the case of a collective vote on all initial 
applications for slot machine licenses under section 1301 
(relating to authorized slot machine licenses), if a member 
disqualifies himself and abstains from voting on a particular 
license, a collective vote for that category of license may not be 
taken and each license must be voted upon individually.

(6)  Prior to the commencement of any proceeding under 
this part, the board shall conduct a conflict review to determine 
if a member has a conflict pursuant to paragraph (3) or 
section 1202.1 (relating to code of conduct) that requires 
disqualification from voting. The determination shall be in 
writing and shall be available to the public. If the board 
determines that there is a conflict requiring a member’s 
disqualification, that member’s alternate member shall be eligible 
to cast a vote. The Attorney General or a party to the proceeding 
may appeal a determination by the board that does not require 
disqualification of a member.
(f.1)  Alternate member.–Each appointing authority under 

subsection (b) shall appoint one alternate member who shall vote in 
any proceeding to approve, issue, deny or condition a license in which 
the member appointed by that authority has disqualified himself and 
abstained from voting pursuant to subsection (f)(3) or section 1202.1. 
The following shall apply to an alternate member:

(1)  The Executive Board shall establish a per diem 
amount to be paid to alternate members, to include payment for 
time to review all materials necessary to make a decision.

(2)  Alternate members shall be appointed within 30 days 
of the effective date of this subsection in order to enable a 
background investigation to occur prior to any vote to issue or 
deny a slot machine license, manufacturer license or supplier 
license.

(3)  All other requirements and restrictions under this 
title which are applicable to members shall apply to alternate 
members.
(g)  Background investigation.–Appointees shall be subject to a 

background investigation conducted by the Pennsylvania State Police 
in accordance with this part. 
 (h)  Qualifications and restrictions.– 
 (1)  Each member at the time of appointment shall be at 

least 25 years of age and shall have been a resident of this 
Commonwealth for a period of at least one year immediately 
preceding appointment. Each member shall continue to remain a 
resident of this Commonwealth during the term of membership 
on the board. 

 (2)  Except for ex officio members, no person shall be 
appointed a member of the board or [hold any place, position or 
office under the board if that person holds any other elected 
office or party office] be employed by or be an independent 
contractor of the board if that person is a public official or party 
officer as defined in section 1512 (relating to [public official 
financial interest] financial interests, employment and 
complimentary services) in this Commonwealth or any of its 
political subdivisions. 

 [(3)  No member, appointee, employee or official shall 
hold any office or employment position, the duties of which are 
incompatible with the duties of the office. 

 (4)  No member, employee, appointee or official engaged 
in the service of or in any manner connected with the board shall 
hold any office or position, or be engaged in any employment or 
vocation, the duties of which are incompatible with employment 
in the service of or in connection with the work of the board.] 

 (3)  Each member, employee and independent contractor 
of the board shall sign an agreement not to disclose confidential 
information.

(4)  No member, employee or independent contractor of 
the board or other agency having regulatory authority over the 
board or over forms of gaming regulated by this part shall be 
employed, hold any office or position or be engaged in any 
activity which is incompatible with the position, employment or 
contract.

(5)  No member shall be paid or [accept for any service 
connected with the office any fee other than the salary and 
expenses provided by law.] receive any fee or other 
compensation other than salary and expenses provided by law for 
any activity related to the duties or authority of the board.
Nothing in this part shall prohibit a member from engaging in 
any employment [or vocation] or receiving any compensation for 
such employment [or vocation] that is not [otherwise] connected 
to or incompatible with his [or her] service as a member of the 
board. 

 (6)  No member, employee[, appointee or official shall 
participate in any hearing or proceeding in which that person has 
any direct or indirect pecuniary interest.] or independent 
contractor of the board shall participate in a hearing, proceeding 
or other matter in which the member, employee or independent 
contractor, or the immediate family thereof, has a financial 
interest in the subject matter of the hearing or proceeding or other 
interest that could be substantially affected by the outcome of the 
hearing or proceeding, without first fully disclosing the nature of 
the interest to the board and other persons participating in the 
hearing or proceeding. The board shall determine if the interest is 
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a disqualifying interest that requires the disqualification of the 
member or nonparticipation of the employee. For purposes of 
this paragraph, the term “immediate family” shall mean spouse, 
parent, brother, sister or child.

(7)  At the time of appointment and annually thereafter, 
each member shall disclose the existence of [all ownership 
interests in licensed facilities and all securities in any licensed 
entity or applicant, its affiliates or subsidiaries held by the 
member, the member’s spouse and any minor or unemancipated 
children and must divest such ownership interests in licensed 
facilities or securities prior to an appointment becoming final.  
A member may not acquire any security in any licensed entity, its 
affiliates or subsidiaries during the member’s tenure.] any 
financial interest in any applicant, licensed entity or licensed 
facility and in an affiliate, intermediary, subsidiary or holding 
company thereof held by the member or known to be held by the 
member’s immediate family. The disclosure statement shall be 
filed with the executive director of the board and with the 
appointing authority for such member and shall be open to 
inspection by the public at the office of the board during the 
normal business hours of the board [during the tenure of the 
member] for the duration of the member’s term and for two years 
after the member leaves office. For purposes of this paragraph, 
the term “immediate family” shall mean spouse, parent, brother, 
sister or child.

(7.1)  Prior to being sworn as a member, a member and 
his immediate family shall divest any financial interest in any 
applicant, licensed facility or licensed entity and in an affiliate, 
intermediary, subsidiary or holding company thereof owned or 
held by the member or known to be held by the member’s 
immediate family. For the duration of the member’s term, and for 
one year thereafter, the member and his immediate family may 
not acquire a financial interest in any applicant, licensed facility 
or licensed entity or in an affiliate, intermediary, subsidiary or 
holding company thereof. For purposes of this paragraph, the 
term “immediate family” shall mean spouse and any minor or 
unemancipated child.

(7.2)  Prior to entering into employment or a contract 
with the board and annually thereafter, an employee or 
independent contractor shall disclose the existence of any 
financial interest in any applicant, licensed facility or licensed 
entity and in an affiliate, intermediary, subsidiary or holding 
company thereof owned or held by the employee or independent 
contractor or known to be held by the immediate family of the 
employee or independent contractor. The disclosure statement 
shall be filed with the board and shall be open to inspection by 
the public at the office of the board during the normal business 
hours of the board and for two years after termination of 
employment or a contract with the board. For purposes of this 
paragraph, the term “immediate family” shall mean spouse, 
parent, brother, sister or child.

(7.3)  Prior to entering into employment or contracting 
with the board, an employee or independent contractor and his 
immediate family shall divest any financial interest in any 
applicant, licensed facility or licensed entity and in an affiliate, 
intermediary, subsidiary or holding company thereof owned or 
held by the employee or independent contractor or known to be 
held by the immediate family of the employee or independent 
contractor. For the duration of the employee’s employment with 
the board or the independent contractor’s contract with the board, 
and for one year thereafter, the employee or independent 
contractor and the immediate family thereof shall not acquire, by 
purchase, gift, exchange or otherwise, any financial interest in 
any applicant, licensed facility or licensed entity and in any 
affiliate, intermediary, subsidiary or holding company thereof. 
For purposes of this paragraph, the term “immediate family” 
shall mean spouse and any minor or unemancipated child.

(8)  [Every member, employee, appointee or official of 
the board, in the service of or in connection with the work of the 
board, is forbidden, directly or indirectly, to solicit or request 
from or to suggest or recommend to any applicant, licensed 
entity, its] No member, employee or independent contractor of 
the board may directly or indirectly solicit, request, suggest or 
recommend to any applicant, licensed entity, licensed facility, or 
an affiliate, intermediary, subsidiary[,] or holding company 
thereof or to any [officer, attorney, agent or employee] principal, 
employee, independent contractor or agent thereof, the 
appointment or employment of any [individual to any office, 
place or position in or the employment of any individual] person
in any capacity by the applicant, licensed entity, [its] licensed 
facility, or affiliate, intermediary, subsidiary or holding company 
thereof for a period of one year from the termination of term of 
office, employment or contract with the board.

[(9)  Every member, executive-level employee, appointee 
or official appointed to office in the service of or in connection 
with the work of the board is prohibited from accepting 
employment with any applicant, licensed gaming entity, its 
affiliate, intermediary, subsidiary or holding company for a 
period of one year from the termination of employment or 
service with the board. Every member, executive-level employee, 
appointee or official appointed to office in the service of or in 
connection with the work of the board is prohibited from 
appearing before the board on behalf of any applicant, licensed 
gaming entity, its affiliate, intermediary, subsidiary or holding 
company or other licensee or permittee of the board for a period 
of two years after terminating employment or service with the 
board. 

 (10)  If any person employed or appointed in the service 
of the board violates any provision of this section, the appointing 
authority or the board shall forthwith remove the person from the 
office or employment and the person shall be ineligible for future 
employment or service with the board and shall be ineligible to 
be approved for any license or permit under this part for a period 
of two years thereafter.] 

 (9)  No member may accept employment with any 
applicant, licensed entity, licensed facility or an affiliate, 
intermediary, subsidiary or holding company thereof for a period 
of one year from the termination of term of office.

(10)  No member may appear before the board on behalf 
of any applicant, licensed entity, licensed facility or an affiliate, 
intermediary, subsidiary or holding company thereof or any other 
licensee or permittee for a period of two years from the 
termination of term of office.

(11)  No member [or], employee or independent 
contractor of the board shall wager or be paid any prize from any 
wager at any licensed facility within this Commonwealth or at 
any other facility outside this Commonwealth which is owned or 
operated by a licensed gaming entity or any of its [affiliates or 
subsidiaries.] affiliates, intermediaries, subsidiaries or holding 
companies thereof for the duration of their term of office, 
employment or contract with the board, and for a period of 
one year from the termination of term of office, employment or 
contract with the board. The provisions of this paragraph shall 
apply to an employee of the executive branch of the 
Commonwealth whose duties substantially involve the 
development or adoption of regulations or policy, licensing or 
enforcement, under this part. The provisions of this paragraph 
shall not apply to employees who utilize slot machines for testing 
purposes or to verify the performance of a machine as part of an 
enforcement investigation.

(12)  A member [of the board] who has been convicted 
during his term in any domestic or foreign jurisdiction of a 
felony, infamous crime [of moral turpitude] or gambling offense 
shall, upon conviction, be automatically removed from the board 
and shall be ineligible to become a [board] member in the future. 
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If an ex officio member is convicted during his term in any 
domestic or foreign jurisdiction of a felony, infamous crime or 
gambling offense, the ex officio member shall, upon conviction, 
be automatically removed from the board, and a designee shall be 
designated pursuant to subsection (e) to serve the remainder of 
the ex officio member’s term.

(13)  No employee or individual employed by an 
independent contractor of the board or other employee of the 
executive branch of the Commonwealth or of a political 
subdivision whose duties substantially involve the development 
or adoption of regulations or policy, licensing or enforcement, 
under this part, shall:

(i)  accept employment with an applicant, 
licensed entity, licensed facility or an affiliate, 
intermediary, subsidiary or holding company thereof 
for a period of one year after the termination of the 
employment or contract with the board; or

(ii)  appear before the board in any hearing or 
proceeding or participate in any other activity on behalf 
of any applicant, licensee, permittee, licensed entity, 
licensed facility or an affiliate, intermediary, subsidiary 
or holding company thereof for a period of two years 
after termination of the employment or contract with the 
board.
(14)  Upon the written request of an employee of the 

executive branch of the Commonwealth or a political subdivision 
or of the agency or political subdivision employing an employee, 
the State Ethics Commission shall determine whether the 
individual’s duties substantially involve the development or 
adoption of regulations or policy, licensing or enforcement, 
under this part, and shall provide a written determination to the 
employee to include any prohibition under this paragraph. An 
individual who relies in good faith on a determination under this 
paragraph shall not be subject to any penalty for an action taken, 
provided that all material facts set forth in the request for a 
determination are correct.

(15)  If a member, employee or independent contractor of 
the board violates any provision of this section, the appointing 
authority or the board may, upon notice and hearing, remove the 
person from the board, withdraw the appointment or terminate 
the employment or contract and the person shall be ineligible for 
future appointment, employment or contract with the board and 
for approval of a license or permit under this part for a period of 
two years thereafter.
(h.1)  Fiduciary relationship.–A member or employee of the 

board shall serve as a fiduciary of the Commonwealth.
(h.2)  Standard of care.–Members shall exercise the standard of 

care required by 20 Pa.C.S. Ch. 73 (relating to municipalities 
investments) in the performance of their duties under this part.

(h.3)  Liability.–Members shall not be personally liable for any 
of the following:

(1)  Obligations of the board.
(2)  Actions which were within the scope of their office 

and made in good faith.
(i)  Compensation.– 

 (1) The Executive Board as established in the act of 
April 9, 1929 (P.L.177, No.175), known as The Administrative 
Code of 1929, shall establish the compensation of the members 
[appointed pursuant to this section]. 

 (2) Members shall be reimbursed for all necessary and 
actual expenses. 

 (3)  Members shall be eligible for retirement under the 
State Employees’ Retirement Code and shall, if the member 
elects to participate, be considered a State employee for the 
purposes of 71 Pa.C.S. Pt. XXV (relating to retirement for State 
employees and officers).
(j)  Chairman.–The chairman of the board shall be selected by the 

Governor. 

 (k)  Appointments.–The appointing authorities shall make their 
initial appointments within 60 days of the effective date of this part. No 
appointment shall be final until receipt by the appointing authority of 
the required background investigation of the appointee by the 
Pennsylvania State Police which shall be completed within 30 days. No 
person who has been convicted in any domestic or foreign jurisdiction 
of a felony [or gambling], infamous crime or gaming offense shall be 
appointed to the board. 
 [(l)  Disclosure statements.–Members and employees of the 
board are subject to the provisions of 65 Pa.C.S. Ch. 11 (relating to 
ethics standards and financial disclosure) and the act of July 19, 1957 
(P.L.1017, No.451), known as the State Adverse Interest Act.] 
 (m)  Definitions.–As used in this section, the following words 
and phrases shall have the meanings given to them in this subsection:

“Financial interest.”  An ownership, property, leasehold or other 
beneficial interest in an entity. The term shall not include an interest 
which is held or deemed to be held in any of the following:

(1)  A blind trust over which the individual or an 
immediate family member does not exercise managerial or 
investment control or receive income therefrom.

(2)  Securities that are held in a pension plan, 
profit-sharing plan, individual retirement account, tax sheltered 
annuity, a plan established pursuant to section 457 of the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 (Public Law 99-514, 26 U.S.C. 
§ 1 et seq.), or any successor provision, deferred compensation 
plan whether qualified or not qualified under the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986, or any successor provision, or other 
retirement plan that:

(i)  is not self-directed by the individual; and
(ii)  is advised by an independent investment 

adviser who has sole authority to make investment 
decisions with respect to contributions made by the 
individual to these plans.
(3)  A tuition account plan organized and operated 

pursuant to section 529 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 
(Public Law 99-514, 26 U.S.C. § 529) that is not self-directed by 
the individual.

(4)  A mutual fund where the interest owned by the 
mutual fund in a licensed entity does not constitute a controlling 
interest as defined in this part.

(5)  Any other investment over which the individual does 
not exercise managerial or investment control.
“Ownership interest.”  Owning or holding or being deemed to 

hold, debt or equity securities or other ownership interest or profit 
interest.

Section 3.  Title 4 is amended by adding a section to read: 
§ 1201.1.  Applicability of other statutes.

(a)  General rule.–The following acts shall apply to the board:
(1)  The act of June 21, 1957 (P.L.390, No.212), referred 

to as the Right-to-Know Law.
(2)  The act of July 19, 1957 (P.L.1017, No.451), known 

as the State Adverse Interest Act.
(3)  The provisions of 65 Pa.C.S. Chs. 7 (relating to open 

meetings) and 11 (relating to ethics standards and financial 
disclosure).
(b)  Status of board.–

(1)  The board shall be considered an independent agency 
for the purposes of the following:

(i)  62 Pa.C.S. Pt. I (relating to Commonwealth 
Procurement Code). The expediting of the remittance of 
revenue from licensed facilities to the Commonwealth 
shall not be grounds for an emergency procurement by 
the board.

(ii)  The act of October 15, 1980 (P.L.950, 
No.164), known as the Commonwealth Attorneys Act.
(2)  The board shall be considered an agency for the 

purposes of the following:
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(i)  The act of July 31, 1968 (P.L.769, No.240), 
referred to as the Commonwealth Documents Law.

(ii)  The act of June 25, 1982 (P.L.633, No.181), 
known as the Regulatory Review Act.

Section 4.  Section 1202 of Title 4 is amended to read: 
§ 1202.  General and specific powers. 
 (a)  General powers.– 
 (1) The board shall have general [jurisdiction] regulatory 

authority over all gaming activities or related activities as 
described in this part. The board shall [be responsible to] ensure 
the integrity of the acquisition and operation of slot machines and 
associated equipment and shall have [jurisdiction] regulatory 
authority over every aspect of the authorization and operation of 
slot machines. 

 (2) The board shall employ [an executive director,  
chief counsel, deputies, secretaries, officers, hearing officers and 
agents as it may deem necessary] individuals as necessary to 
carry out the powers and duties of the board, who shall serve at 
the board’s pleasure. [The board shall also employ other 
employees as it deems appropriate whose duties shall be 
determined by the board. In order to ensure the ability of the 
board to recruit and retain individuals necessary to execute its 
responsibilities under this part, the board shall set the]  
An employee of the board shall be considered a State employee 
for purposes of 71 Pa.C.S. Pt. XXV (relating to retirement for 
State employees and officers). For the purposes of this paragraph, 
the board shall not be considered an executive or independent 
agency under the act of October 15, 1980 (P.L.950, No.164), 
known as the Commonwealth Attorneys Act.

(3)  In addition to employees authorized by the board, 
each member may employ two special assistants whose 
classification and compensation shall be established by the board. 
A special assistant shall be a State employee for purposes of 
71 Pa.C.S. Pt. XXV, shall serve at the pleasure of the member 
and may only be removed by the board for cause.

(4)  The board shall establish a system of classification 
and compensation of its employees and shall not be subject to the 
provisions of the act of April 9, 1929 (P.L.177, No.175), known 
as The Administrative Code of 1929, as to classification and 
compensation for its employees and conduct its activities 
consistent with the practices and procedures of Commonwealth 
agencies. [For the purposes of the act of October 15, 1980 
(P.L.950, No.164), known as the Commonwealth Attorneys Act, 
the board shall not be considered an executive or independent 
agency. The board shall have such other powers and authority 
necessary to carry out its duties and the objectives of this part.] 

 (5)  Within 90 days of the effective date of this 
paragraph, the board shall publish in the Pennsylvania Bulletin, 
and on its Internet website, the classification system for all 
employees of the board.
(b)  Specific powers.–The board shall have the specific power 

and duty: 
 (1)  To adopt, use and alter a corporate seal.

(2)  To pay or satisfy obligations of the board.
(3)  To sue or be sued, implead and be impleaded, or 

interplead.
(4)  To contract and execute instruments as necessary to 

carry out the powers and duties of the board. Contracts for the 
purchase of supplies, services and construction shall be for a term 
not to exceed two years.

(5)  To sell, transfer, convey and dispose of tangible or 
intangible property owned by the board.

(6)  To establish, charge and collect fees and fines as 
authorized by this part.

(7)  To administer oaths, examine witnesses and issue 
subpoenas compelling the attendance of witnesses or the 
production of documents and records or other evidence.

(8)  To purchase insurance against a loss related to the 
board’s property or assets.

(8.1)  Retain attorneys, accountants, auditors and 
financial experts, to render services and engage the services of 
other advisors, consultants and agents as necessary. For the 
purposes of this paragraph, the board shall be considered an 
independent agency for purposes of the Commonwealth 
Attorneys Act.

(9) To require background investigations on [prospective 
or existing] applicants, licensees, principals, key employees,
permittees [or persons holding a controlling interest in any 
prospective or existing licensee or permittee] or registrants under 
the jurisdiction of the board. 

 [(2)] (10) To enter into an agreement with the 
Pennsylvania State Police for the reimbursement of actual costs 
as approved by the board to the Pennsylvania State Police for the 
investigations. Investigations shall include information in the 
possession of the Attorney General. 

 [3] (11) For purposes of enforcement and for purposes of
the background investigation, [the board may] to receive 
information otherwise protected by 18 Pa.C.S. Ch. 91 (relating to 
criminal history record information). 

 [(4)] (12) At its discretion, to issue, approve, renew, 
revoke, suspend, condition or deny issuance or renewal of  
slot machine licenses. 

 [(5)] (13) At its discretion, to issue, approve, renew, 
revoke, suspend, condition or deny issuance or renewal of 
supplier and manufacturer licenses. 

 [(6)] (14) At its discretion, to issue, approve, renew, 
revoke, suspend, condition or deny issuance or renewal of 
[occupation permits] a license, permit or registration for various 
classes of employees as required under this part.

[(7)] (15) At its discretion, to issue, approve, renew, 
revoke, suspend, condition or deny issuance or renewal of any 
additional licenses [or permits], permits or registrations which 
may be required by the board under this part. [or by regulation, 
including, but not limited to, violations of sections 1328 (relating 
to change in ownership or control of slot machine licensee) and 
1330 (relating to multiple slot machine license prohibition).] 

 [(8)] (16) At its discretion, to suspend, condition or deny 
the issuance or renewal of any license or permit or levy fines or 
other sanctions for any violation of this part. 

 [(9)] (17) To require prospective and existing 
employees, independent contractors, applicants [for licenses and 
permits], licensees, permittees and registrants to submit to 
fingerprinting by the Pennsylvania State Police. The 
Pennsylvania State Police shall submit the fingerprints to the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation for purposes of verifying the 
identity of the [applicants] individual and obtaining records of 
criminal arrests and convictions. 

 [10] (18)  To require prospective and existing employees, 
applicants, licensees, permittees and registrants to submit 
photographs consistent with the standards of the Commonwealth 
Photo Imaging Network.

(19)  To levy fines or other sanctions against an 
applicant, licensed entity or other licensee, permittee, registrant 
or employee of the board who possesses, uses, sells or offers for 
sale any device, equipment or material subject to this part in a 
manner which constitutes a violation of this part.

(20) In addition to the power of the board regarding 
license [and], permit and registration applicants, to determine at 
its discretion the suitability of any person who furnishes or seeks 
to furnish to a slot machine licensee directly or indirectly any 
services or property related to slot machines or associated 
equipment or through any arrangements under which that person 
receives payment based directly or indirectly on earnings, profits 
or receipts from the slot machines and associated equipment. The 
board may require any such person to comply with the 
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requirements of this part and the regulations of the board and 
may prohibit the person from furnishing the services or property. 

 [(11)  As a board and through its designated officers, 
employees or agents, to administer oaths, examine witnesses and 
issue subpoenas to compel attendance of witnesses and 
production of all relevant and material reports, books, papers, 
documents and other evidence. 

 (12)] (21) Within six months after the effective date of 
this part, in a manner that does not impede the immediate 
implementation of the duties and responsibilities of the board 
under this part during the immediate two years after the effective 
date of this part, to develop and implement an affirmative action 
plan to assure that all persons are accorded equality of 
opportunity in employment and contracting by the board, its 
contractors, subcontractors, assignees, lessees, agents, vendors 
and suppliers. 

 [(13)] (22) Except for contracts related to the central 
control computer [and such other contracts as the board, in 
consultation with the Secretary of General Services, determines 
would result in substantial savings to the board if entered into for 
a longer period than provided in this paragraph], all contracts 
entered into by the board during the two-year period following 
the effective date of this part shall not exceed a term of  
two years. 

 [(14)  To promulgate rules and regulations the board 
deems necessary to carry out the policy and purposes of this part 
and to enhance the credibility and the integrity of the licensed 
operation of slot machines and associated equipment in this 
Commonwealth. 

 (15)] (23) The board shall not issue or renew a license 
[or permit], permit, registration or other authorization unless it is 
satisfied that the applicant is a person of good character, honesty 
and integrity and is a person whose prior activities, criminal 
record, if any, reputation, habits and associations do not pose a 
threat to the public interest or the effective regulation and control 
of slot machine operations or create or enhance the danger of 
unsuitable, unfair or illegal practices, methods and activities in 
the conduct of slot machine operations or the carrying on of the 
business and financial arrangements incidental thereto. 

 [(16)] (24) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, 
[the board is authorized] to sell, in whole or in part, the 
Commonwealth’s right, title and interest in State gaming receipts 
to [an] the authority [created by the Commonwealth]. The sale 
shall be subject to the terms and conditions contained in 
agreements between the board and the authority. Proceeds from 
the sale of State gaming receipts shall be allocated and used in 
the manner otherwise provided by this part for the distribution of 
State gaming receipts. The authority [created by the 
Commonwealth] is authorized to purchase State gaming receipts 
upon terms and conditions agreed to by the board and to issue 
bonds to fund the purchase of State gaming receipts in the 
manner provided for the issuance of authority indebtedness in the 
law establishing the authority. The State Treasurer is authorized 
and directed to enter into any agreements with the board and the 
authority and establish accounts and funds, that shall not be in 
the State Treasury, as the authority may direct as being necessary 
or appropriate to effect the sale of State gaming receipts to the 
authority and the collection and transfer of the State gaming 
receipts sold to the authority. State gaming receipts sold to the 
authority shall be the property of the authority and shall not be 
the property of the Commonwealth. 

 [(17)] (25) To [create a Bureau of Investigations and 
Enforcement within the board. The board shall] promulgate 
regulations pertaining to the operation of the bureau [which shall] 
to insure separation of functions between the bureau and the 
board. The board shall provide the employees necessary to the 
bureau for enforcement of this part. 

 

[(18)] (26) To enter into an agreement with the district 
attorneys of the counties wherein licensed facilities are located 
and the Office of Attorney General for the reimbursement of 
actual costs for prosecutions of criminal violations [of this part.] 
and for investigating a person applying for a determination that 
an individual has been rehabilitated under this part.

(27)  To publish each January in the Pennsylvania 
Bulletin and on the board’s Internet website a complete list of all 
persons or entities who applied for or held a slot machine license, 
manufacturer license, supplier license or racetrack license at any 
time during the preceding calendar year and all affiliates, 
intermediaries, subsidiaries and holding companies thereof and 
the status of the application or license.

(28)  To prepare and, through the Governor, submit 
annually to the General Assembly an itemized budget consisting 
of the amounts necessary to be appropriated by the 
Commonwealth out of the fund required to meet the obligations 
accruing during the fiscal period beginning July 1 of the 
following year.

(29)  To promulgate rules and regulations necessary for 
the administration and enforcement of this part, including 
regulations relating to the number of slot machines a single 
manufacturer may supply to a licensed facility and including, in 
cooperation with the Liquor Control Board, regulations relating 
to the sale and service of alcoholic beverages by licensees. 
Except as provided in section 1203 (relating to temporary 
regulations), regulations shall be adopted pursuant to the act of 
July 31, 1968 (P.L.769, No.240), referred to as the 
Commonwealth Documents Law, and the act of June 25, 1982 
(P.L.633, No.181), known as the Regulatory Review Act.
Section 5.  Title 4 is amended by adding a section to read: 

§ 1202.1.  Code of conduct.
(a)  Scope.–The board shall adopt a comprehensive code of 

conduct prior to the consideration of any license, permit or registration 
application. The code of conduct shall supplement all other 
requirements under this part and 65 Pa.C.S. Pt. II (relating to 
accountability) and shall provide guidelines applicable to members, 
employees, independent contractors of the board, and the immediate 
families of the members, employees and independent contractors, to 
enable them to avoid any perceived or actual conflict of interest and to 
promote public confidence in the integrity and impartiality of the 
board. At a minimum, the code of conduct adopted under this section 
shall include registration under subsection (b) and the restrictions in 
subsection (c).

(b)  Registration.–
(1)  A licensed entity representative shall register with 

the board in a manner prescribed by the board, which shall 
include the name, employer or firm, address, telephone number 
and the licensed entity being represented.

(2)  A licensed entity representative shall have an 
ongoing duty to update its registration information on an ongoing 
basis.

(3)  The registration list shall be available for public 
inspection at the offices of the board and on the board’s Internet 
website.
(c)  Restrictions.–A member of the board shall:

(1)  Except as set forth in paragraph (6), not engage in 
any ex parte communication with an interested party.

(2)  Not accept any discount, gift, gratuity, compensation, 
travel, lodging or other thing of value, directly or indirectly, from 
any applicant, licensee, permittee, registrant or licensed entity 
representative thereof.

(3)  Disqualify himself from any proceeding in which the 
member’s objectivity, impartiality or independence of judgment 
may be reasonably questioned due to the member’s relationship 
or association with a party connected to any proceeding or a 
person appearing before the board.
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(4)  Refrain from any financial or business dealing which 
would tend to reflect adversely on the member’s objectivity, 
impartiality or independence of judgment.

(5)  Not hold or campaign for public office, hold an 
office in any political party or political committee, publicly 
endorse a candidate or actively participate in a political 
campaign.

(6)  Not meet or engage in discussions with any 
applicant, person licensed under this part, or a licensed entity 
representative unless the meeting or discussion occurs on the 
business premises of the board and is recorded in a log 
maintained for this purpose. The log shall be available for public 
inspection during the regular business hours of the board. 
The provisions of this paragraph shall not apply to meetings of 
the board to consider matters requiring the physical inspection of 
the equipment or premises of an applicant or a licensed entity at 
their location.

(7)  Comply with any other laws, rules or regulations 
relating to the conduct of a member.
(d)  Ex officio members.–The restrictions under subsection (c)(5) 

shall not apply to ex officio members.
(e)  Definitions.–As used in this section, the following words and 

phrases shall have the meanings given to them in this subsection:
“Compensation.”  Any thing of value, money or a financial 

benefit conferred on or received by a person in return for services 
rendered, or to be rendered, whether by that person or another.

“Licensed entity representative.”  A person acting on behalf of or 
representing the interest of any applicant, licensee, permittee or 
registrant, including an attorney, agent or lobbyist regarding any matter 
which may reasonably be expected to come before the board.

Section 6.  Sections 1203, 1204, 1205, 1206(a), (c), (d) and (f), 
1208(1), 1304(b), 1305(a) and (b), 1306, 1309(a)(1), 1311 and 
1403(c)(3)(v) of Title 4 are amended to read: 
§ 1203.  Temporary regulations. 
 (a)  Promulgation.–[Notwithstanding any other provision of law 
to the contrary and in] In order to facilitate the prompt implementation 
of this part, [regulations promulgated by the board during the two years 
following the effective date of this part shall be deemed temporary 
regulations which shall expire no later than three years following the 
effective date of this part or upon promulgation of regulations as 
generally provided by law. The temporary regulations shall not be]  
the board may promulgate regulations not subject to: 
 (1)  Sections 201 [through 205], 202 and 203 of the act of 

July 31, 1968 (P.L.769, No.240), referred to as the 
Commonwealth Documents Law. 

 (2)  The act of June 25, 1982 (P.L.633, No.181), known 
as the Regulatory Review Act. 

 (b)  Expiration.–[The authority provided to the board to adopt 
temporary regulations in] Regulations promulgated in accordance with
subsection (a) shall expire [two] three years from the effective date of 
this section. [Regulations adopted after the two-year period shall be 
promulgated as provided by law.] 
§ 1204.  Licensed gaming entity application appeals from board. 
 The Supreme Court of Pennsylvania shall be vested with 
exclusive appellate jurisdiction to consider appeals of any final order, 
determination or decision of the board involving the approval, 
issuance, denial or conditioning of [all licensed entity applications]  
a slot machine license. Notwithstanding the provisions of 2 Pa.C.S.  
Ch. 7 Subch. A (relating to judicial review of Commonwealth agency 
action) and 42 Pa.C.S. § 763 (relating to direct appeals from 
government agencies), the Supreme Court shall affirm all final orders, 
determinations or decisions of the board involving the approval, 
issuance, denial or conditioning of [all licensed entity applications]  
a slot machine license unless it shall find that the board committed an 
error of law or that the order, determination or decision of the board 
was arbitrary and there was a capricious disregard of the evidence. 
§ 1205.  License [or], permit or registration application hearing 

process. 

 The board’s consideration and resolution of all license [or],
permit or registration applications shall be conducted in accordance 
with 2 Pa.C.S. (relating to administrative law and procedure) and with
procedures adopted by order of the board. [Notwithstanding the 
mandates of 2 Pa.C.S. §§ 504 (relating to hearing and record) and  
505 (relating to evidence and cross-examination), said procedures 
adopted by order of the board shall provide parties before it with a 
documentary hearing, but the board may, at its discretion, resolve 
disputed material facts without conducting an oral hearing where 
constitutionally permissible.] 
§ 1206.  Board minutes and records. 
 [(a)  Open proceedings and records.–The proceedings of the 
board shall be conducted in accordance with the provisions of  
65 Pa.C.S. Ch. 7 (relating to open meetings). The board shall be an 
agency for purposes of the act of June 21, 1957 (P.L.390, No.212), 
referred to as the Right-to-Know Law. Notwithstanding any provision 
of law to the contrary, confidential documents relative to personal 
background information provided to the board pursuant to this part and 
any closed deliberations of the board, including disciplinary 
proceedings, shall be confidential and considered in closed executive 
session pursuant to subsection (f).] 
 * * * 
 [(c)  Information delivered to Governor and General Assembly.–
A true copy of the minutes of every meeting of the board and of any 
regulations finally adopted by the board may be forthwith delivered, by 
and under the certification of the executive director, to the Governor, 
the Secretary of the Senate and the Chief Clerk of the House of 
Representatives.] 
 (d)  Applicant information.– 
 (1)  The board shall [keep and] maintain a list of all 

applicants for licenses [and permits under this part together 
with], permits and registrations. The list shall include a record of 
all actions taken with respect to [the applicants, which file and 
record] each applicant. The list shall be open to public inspection 
during the normal business hours of the board.

(2)  Information under paragraph (1) regarding any 
applicant whose license [or], permit or registration has been 
denied, revoked or not renewed shall be removed from such list 
after seven years from the date of the action. 

 * * * 
 (f)  Confidentiality of information.–All information [contained  
in the application process] submitted by an applicant pursuant to 
section 1310(a) (relating to slot machine license application character 
requirements) [and the report of an applicant’s background 
investigation furnished to] or obtained by the board or the bureau  
as part of a background investigation from any source shall be 
considered confidential [and]. Except as provided in section 1517(f) 
(relating to enforcement), the information shall be withheld from public 
disclosure in whole or in part, except that any information shall be 
released upon the lawful order of a court of competent jurisdiction or, 
with the approval of the Attorney General, to a duly authorized law 
enforcement agency or shall be released to the public, in whole or in 
part, to the extent that such release is requested by an applicant and 
does not otherwise contain confidential information about another 
person. The board may not require any applicant to waive any 
confidentiality provided for in this subsection as a condition for the 
approval of a license or any other action of the board. Any person who 
violates this subsection shall be administratively disciplined by 
discharge, suspension or other formal disciplinary action as the board 
deems appropriate. 
 * * * 
§ 1208.  Collection of fees and fines. 
 The board has the following powers and duties: 
 (1)  To levy and collect fees from the various applicants, 

licensees [and], permittees and registrants to fund the operations 
of the board. The fees shall be deposited into the State Gaming 
Fund as established in section 1403 (relating to establishment of 
State Gaming Fund and net slot machine revenue distribution) 
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and distributed to the board upon appropriation by the General 
Assembly. In addition to the fees set forth in sections 1209 
(relating to slot machine license fee) and 1305 (relating to 
Category 3 slot machine license), the board shall assess and 
collect fees as follows: 

 (i)  Supplier licensees shall pay a fee of $25,000 
upon the issuance of a license and $10,000 for the annual 
renewal of a supplier license. 

 (ii)  Manufacturer licensees shall pay a fee of 
$50,000 upon the issuance of a license and $25,000 for 
the annual renewal of a manufacturer license. 

 (iii)  Each application for a slot machine license, 
supplier license or manufacturer license must be 
accompanied by a nonrefundable fee set by the board for 
the cost of each individual requiring a background 
investigation. The reasonable and necessary costs and 
expenses incurred in any background investigation or 
other investigation or proceeding concerning any 
applicant, licensee [or], permittee or registrant shall be 
reimbursed to the board by those persons. 

 * * *
§ 1304.  Category 2 slot machine license. 
 * * * 
 (b)  Location.– 
 (1) Two Category 2 licensed facilities and no more shall 

be located by the board within a city of the first class, and one 
Category 2 licensed facility and no more shall be located by the 
board within a city of the second class. No Category 2 licensed 
facility located by the board within a city of the first class shall 
be within ten linear miles of a Category 1 licensed facility 
regardless of the municipality where the Category 1 licensed 
facility is located. Except for any Category 2 licensed facility 
located by the board within a city of the first class or a city of the 
second class, no Category 2 licensed facility shall be located 
within 30 linear miles of any Category 1 licensed facility that has 
conducted over 200 racing days per year for the two calendar 
years immediately preceding the effective date of this part and 
not within 20 linear miles of any other Category 1 licensed 
facility. Except for any Category 2 licensed facility located by 
the board within a city of the first class, no Category 2 licensed 
facility shall be located within 20 linear miles of another 
Category 2 licensed facility. 

 (2)  An applicant with a proposed licensed facility 
consisting of land designated a subzone, an expansion subzone or 
an improvement subzone under the act of October 6, 1998 
(P.L.705, No.92), known as the Keystone Opportunity Zone, 
Keystone Opportunity Expansion Zone and Keystone 
Opportunity Improvement Zone Act, may apply and may be 
approved for a license under this section. The board shall not 
issue the license to the applicant while the proposed licensed 
facility consists of land designated a subzone, an expansion 
subzone or an improvement subzone. If the Department of 
Community and Economic Development decertifies the land as a 
subzone, an expansion subzone or an improvement subzone, the 
board shall issue the applicant the license.

§ 1305.  Category 3 slot machine license. 
 (a)  Eligibility.– 
 (1) A person may be eligible to apply for a Category 3 

license if the applicant, its affiliate, intermediary, subsidiary or 
holding company has not applied for or been approved or issued 
a Category 1 or 2 license and the person is seeking to locate a 
Category 3 licensed facility in a well-established resort hotel 
having no fewer than 275 guest rooms under common ownership 
and having substantial year-round recreational guest amenities. 
The applicant for a Category 3 license shall be the owner or be a 
wholly owned subsidiary of the owner of the established resort 
hotel. A Category 3 license may only be granted upon the 
express condition that an individual may not enter a gaming area 

of the licensee if the individual is not a registered overnight guest 
of the established resort hotel or if the individual is not a patron 
of one or more of the amenities provided by the established  
resort hotel. 

 (2)  Notwithstanding section 1512(a) and (a.1) (relating 
to public official financial interest), if at the time of application, 
an applicant has terminated public office or employment as an 
executive-level public employee within the last calendar year, the 
applicant shall be eligible to apply for a slot machine license 
under this section but may not be issued a license until one year 
following the date of termination as a public official or 
executive-level public employee. An application submitted in 
accordance with this paragraph shall not constitute a violation of 
section 1512(a) or (a.1).
(b)  Location.– 

 (1) No Category 3 license shall be located by the board 
within 15 linear miles of another licensed facility. 

 (2)  An applicant with a proposed licensed facility 
consisting of land designated a subzone, an expansion subzone or 
an improvement subzone under the act of October 6, 1998 
(P.L.705, No.92), known as the Keystone Opportunity Zone, 
Keystone Opportunity Expansion Zone and Keystone 
Opportunity Improvement Zone Act, may apply and may be 
approved for a license under this section. The board shall not 
issue the license to the applicant while the proposed licensed 
facility consists of land designated a subzone, an expansion 
subzone or an improvement subzone. If the Department of 
Community and Economic Development decertifies the land as a 
subzone, an expansion subzone or an improvement subzone, the 
board shall issue the applicant the license.
* * *

§ 1306.  Order of initial license issuance. 
 In order to facilitate the timely and orderly deployment of 
licensed gaming operations in this Commonwealth, the board shall 
adopt a schedule by which applicants for slot machine, manufacturer 
and supplier licenses shall be filed, considered and resolved in 
accordance with the provisions of this part. In so doing, the board shall 
consider, approve, condition or deny the approval of all filed 
applications for manufacturer and supplier licenses as soon as 
administratively possible and at least three months prior to the board’s 
approval, conditioning or denial of the approval of any Category 1 
license application pursuant to section 1315 (relating to conditional 
Category 1 licenses) or any other category of slot machine license 
pursuant to section 1301 (relating to authorized slot machine licenses). 
The board shall ensure that an adequate number of suppliers have been 
licensed pursuant to section 1301 to meet market demand. The board
shall approve, approve with condition or deny all initial applications 
for conditional Category 1 licenses under section 1315 (relating to 
conditional Category 1 licenses) prior to considering any applications 
for Category 1, Category 2 or Category 3 slot machine licenses.
§ 1309.  Slot machine license application. 
 (a)  General requirements.–In addition to any other information 
required under this part or as may be required by the board, the 
application for any category of slot machine license shall include at a 
minimum: 
 (1)  The name, address[,] and photograph [and 

handwriting exemplar] of the applicant and of all directors and 
owners and key employees and their positions within the 
corporation or organization, as well as any additional financial 
information required by the board. 

 * * * 
§ 1311.  [Slot machine license application business entity requirements. 
 (a)  Key employee requirement qualification.–No corporation or 
any other legal business entity shall be eligible to hold a slot machine 
license unless the following would individually be qualified for 
licensure as a key employee: each officer; each director; each person 
who directly or indirectly holds any beneficial interest or ownership of 
the securities in the entity; each person who in the opinion of the board 
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has the ability to control the entity, has a controlling interest or elects a 
majority of the board of directors of that corporation or business entity, 
other than a banking or other licensed lending institution which makes 
a loan or holds a mortgage or other lien acquired in the ordinary course 
of business; each key employee; each lender, other than a banking or 
other licensed lending institution which makes a loan or holds a 
mortgage or other lien acquired in the ordinary course of business; each 
underwriter; each agent; each employee of the corporation or entity and 
each other person whom the board may consider appropriate for 
approval or qualification. The board may waive compliance with the 
provisions of this subsection on the part of a publicly traded 
corporation as to a person directly or indirectly holding ownership of 
securities of such corporation where the board is satisfied that the 
security holder is not significantly involved in the activities of the 
corporation and does not have the ability to control the corporation or 
elect one or more directors thereof. 
 (b)  Slot machine license qualification requirement.–
No corporation or any other legal business entity or other form of 
business organization which is a subsidiary shall be eligible to receive 
or hold a slot machine license unless each holding and intermediary 
company with respect thereto: 
 (1)  if it is a corporation or other legal business entity, 

shall comply with the provisions of subsection (a) as if said 
holding or intermediary company were itself applying for a  
slot machine license. The board may waive compliance with the 
provisions of subsection (a) on the part of a publicly traded 
corporation which is a holding company as to any officer, 
director, lender, underwriter, agent or employee thereof, or 
person directly or indirectly holding a beneficial interest or 
ownership of the securities of such corporation, where the board 
is satisfied that such officer, director, lender, underwriter, agent 
or employee is not significantly involved in the activities of the 
corporate licensee and in the case of the security holder does not 
have the ability to control or possess a controlling interest in the 
holding company or elect one or more directors thereof; or 

 (2)  if it is not a corporation, shall comply with the 
provisions of subsection (c) as if said company were itself 
applying for a slot machine license. The board may waive 
compliance with the provisions of subsection (c) on the part of a 
noncorporate business organization which is a holding company 
as to any person who directly or indirectly holds any beneficial 
interest or ownership in such company when the board is 
satisfied that such person does not have the ability to control the 
company. 

 (c)  Noncorporate applicant requirement.–Any noncorporate 
applicant for a slot machine license shall provide the information 
required in this section in such form as may be required by the board. 
No such applicant shall be eligible to hold a slot machine license unless 
each person who directly or indirectly holds any beneficial interest or 
ownership in the applicant, or has the ability to control the applicant or 
whom the board may consider appropriate for approval or qualification, 
would individually be qualified for approval as a key employee 
pursuant to the provisions of this part.] 
Additional slot machine license requirements.

(a)  Additional eligibility requirements.–In order to be eligible 
for a slot machine license under this part, the principals and key 
employees of the applicant shall be required to be permitted and 
to meet the character requirements of section 1310 (relating to 
slot machine license application character requirements) or other 
eligibility requirements established by the board.

(b)  Classification system.–The board shall develop a 
classification system for other agents, employees or persons who 
directly or indirectly hold or are deemed to be holding debt or equity 
securities or other financial interest in the applicant, and other persons 
which the board considers appropriate for review under section 1310.

(c)  Related entities.–
(1)  Except as provided in paragraph (2), no person shall 

be eligible to receive a slot machine license unless the principals 

and key employees of each intermediary, subsidiary or holding 
company of the person meet the requirements of subsection (a).

(2)  The board may require that lenders and underwriters 
of intermediaries, subsidiaries or holding companies of a 
slot machine license applicant meet the requirements of 
subsection (a) if the board determines that the suitability of a 
lender or underwriter is at issue and is necessary to consider a 
pending application for a slot machine license.
(d)  Revocable privilege.–The issuance or renewal of a license, 

permit or registration by the board under this section shall be a 
revocable privilege.

(e)  Waiver for publicly traded corporations.–The board may 
waive the requirements of subsection (a) for a person directly or 
indirectly holding ownership of securities in a publicly traded 
corporation if the board determines that the holder of the securities is 
not significantly involved in the activities of the corporation and does 
not have the ability to control the corporation or elect one or more 
directors thereof.

(f)  Waiver for subsidiaries.–If the applicant is a subsidiary, the 
board may waive the requirements of subsection (a) for a holding 
company or intermediary as follows:

(1)  If the applicant is a publicly traded corporation, the 
board may issue a waiver under this subsection if it determines 
that the principal or key employee does not have the ability to 
control, have a controlling interest in or elect one or more 
directors of the holding company or intermediary and is not 
actively involved in the activities of the applicant.

(2)  If the applicant is a noncorporate organization, the 
board may issue a waiver under this subsection for a person who 
directly or indirectly holds a beneficial or ownership interest in 
the applicant if it determines that the person does not have the 
ability to control the applicant.
(g)  Ongoing duty.–A person applying for a license, permit or 

registration under this part shall have the continuing duty to provide 
information required by the board or the bureau and to cooperate in any 
inquiry or investigation.

(h)  Criminal history record check.–The board shall conduct a 
criminal history record check on any person for whom a waiver is 
granted under this section.

Section 7.  Title 4 is amended by adding sections to read: 
§ 1311.1.  Permitting of principals.

(a)  Permit required.–All principals shall obtain a principal 
permit from the board.

(b)  Application.–A principal permit application shall be in a 
form prescribed by the board and shall include the following:

(1)  Verification of status as a principal from a 
slot machine licensee, manufacturer licensee or supplier licensee.

(2)  A description of responsibilities as a principal.
(3)  All releases necessary to obtain information from 

governmental agencies, employers and other organizations.
(4)  Fingerprints, which shall be submitted to the 

Pennsylvania State Police.
(5)  A photograph that meets the standards of the 

Commonwealth Photo Imaging Network.
(6)  Details relating to a similar license or permit 

obtained in another jurisdiction.
(7)  Any additional information required by the board.

(c)  Issuance.–Following review of the application and the 
background investigation, the board may issue a principal permit if the 
applicant has proven by clear and convincing evidence that the 
applicant is a person of good character, honesty and integrity and is 
eligible and suitable to be permitted as a principal.

(d)  Nontransferability.–A permit issued under this section shall 
be nontransferable.

(e)  Principals.–An individual who receives a principal permit 
need not obtain a key employee permit.
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§ 1311.2.  Permitting of key employees.
(a)  Permit required.–All key employees shall obtain a key 

employee permit from the board.
(b)  Application.–A key employee permit application shall be in a 

form prescribed by the board and shall include the following:
(1)  Verification of status as a key employee from a 

slot machine licensee, manufacturer licensee or supplier licensee.
(2)  A description of employment responsibilities.
(3)  All releases necessary to obtain information from 

governmental agencies, employers and other organizations.
(4)  Fingerprints, which shall be submitted to the 

Pennsylvania State Police.
(5)  A photograph that meets the standards of the 

Commonwealth Photo Imaging Network.
(6)  Details relating to a similar license or permit 

obtained in another jurisdiction.
(7)  Any additional information required by the board.

(c)  Issuance.–Following review of the application and the 
background investigation, the board may issue a key employee permit 
if the applicant has proven by clear and convincing evidence that the 
applicant is a person of good character, honesty and integrity and is 
eligible and suitable to be permitted as a key employee.

(d)  Nontransferability.–A permit issued under this section shall 
be nontransferable.

Section 7.1.  Section 1317 of Title 4 is amended to read: 
§ 1317.  Supplier [and manufacturer] licenses [application]. 
 (a)  Application.–[Any] A person seeking to provide  
slot machines or associated equipment to a slot machine licensee within 
this Commonwealth [or to manufacture slot machines for use in this 
Commonwealth] shall apply to the board for [either] a supplier [or 
manufacturer] license. [No person, its affiliate, intermediary, subsidiary 
or holding company who has applied for or is a holder of a 
manufacturer or slot machine license shall be eligible to apply for or 
hold a supplier license. A supplier licensee shall establish a principle 
place of business in this Commonwealth within one year of issuance of 
its supplier license and maintain such during the period in which the 
license is held. No slot machine licensee shall enter into any sale, lease, 
contract or any other type of agreement providing slot machines, 
progressive slot machines, parts or associated equipment for use or 
play with any person other than a supplier licensed pursuant to this 
section. Slot monitoring systems, casino management systems, player 
tracking systems and wide-area progressive systems are excluded from 
any requirements that they be provided through a licensed supplier as 
set forth in this part.] 
 (b)  Requirements.–The application for a supplier [or 
manufacturer license shall include, at a minimum:] license shall be on 
the form required by the board, accompanied by the application fee and 
shall include all of the following:

(1)  The name and business address of the applicant[,] 
and the applicant’s affiliates, intermediaries, subsidiaries and 
holding companies; the directors, key employees and owners of 
[the applicant] each business; and a list of employees and their 
positions within [the] each business, as well as any financial 
information required by the board. 

 (1.1)  A statement that the applicant and each affiliate, 
intermediary, subsidiary or holding company of the applicant are 
not slot machine licensees.

(2)  The consent to a background investigation of the 
applicant, its officers, directors, owners, key employees or other 
persons required by the board and a release to obtain any and all 
information necessary for the completion of the background 
investigation. 

 (3)  The details of any equivalent license granted or 
denied by other jurisdictions where gaming activities as 
authorized by this part are permitted and consent for the board to 
acquire copies of applications submitted or licenses issued in 
connection therewith. 

 

(4)  The type of goods and services to be supplied [or 
manufactured] and whether those goods and services will be 
provided through purchase, lease, contract or otherwise. 

 (5)  Any other information determined by the board to be 
appropriate. 

 (c)  Review and approval.–Upon being satisfied that the 
requirements of subsection (b) have been met, the board may approve 
the application and grant the applicant a supplier license consistent 
with all of the following:

(1)  The license shall be for a period of one year. Upon 
expiration, the license may be renewed in accordance with 
subsection (d).

(2)  The license shall be nontransferable.
(3)  Any other condition established by the board.

(d)  Renewal.–
(1)  Six months prior to expiration of a supplier license, 

the supplier licensee seeking renewal of its license shall submit a 
renewal application accompanied by the renewal fee to the board.

(2)  If the renewal application satisfies the requirements 
of subsection (b), the board may renew the licensee’s supplier 
license.

(3)  If the board receives a complete renewal application 
but fails to act upon the renewal application prior to the 
expiration of the supplier license, the supplier license shall
continue in effect for an additional six-month period or until 
acted upon by the board, whichever occurs first.
(e)  Prohibitions.–

(1)  No person may provide slot machines or associated 
equipment to a slot machine licensee within this Commonwealth 
unless the person has been issued a supplier license under this 
section.

(2)  No slot machine licensee may acquire, purchase or 
lease slot machines or associated equipment from a person unless 
the person has been issued a supplier license under this section.
Section 7.2.  Title 4 is amended by adding a section to read: 

§ 1317.1.  Manufacturer licenses.
(a)  Application.–

(1)  A person seeking to manufacture slot machines and 
associated equipment for use in this Commonwealth shall apply 
to the board for a manufacturer license.

(2)  A person seeking to repair slot machines or 
associated equipment which the person manufactured shall apply 
to the board for a manufacturer license.
(b)  Requirements.–The application for a manufacturer license 

shall be on the form required by the board, accompanied by the 
application fee and shall include all of the following:

(1)  The name and business address of the applicant and 
the applicant’s affiliates, intermediaries, subsidiaries and holding 
companies; the directors, key employees and owners of each 
business; and a list of employees and their positions within each 
business, as well as any financial information required by the 
board.

(2)  A statement that the applicant and each affiliate, 
intermediary, subsidiary or holding company of the applicant are 
not slot machine licensees.

(3)  The consent to a background investigation of the 
applicant, its officers, directors, owners, key employees or other 
persons required by the board and a release to obtain any and all 
information necessary for the completion of the background 
investigation.

(4)  The details of any equivalent license granted or 
denied by other jurisdictions where gaming activities as 
authorized by this part are permitted and consent for the board to 
acquire copies of applications submitted or licenses issued in 
connection therewith.

(5)  The type of slot machines or associated equipment to 
be manufactured or repaired.
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(6)  Any other information determined by the board to be 
appropriate.
(c)  Review and approval.–Upon being satisfied that the 

requirements of subsection (b) have been met, the board may approve 
the application and grant the applicant a manufacturer license 
consistent with all of the following:

(1)  The license shall be for a period of one year. 
Upon expiration, a license may be renewed in accordance with 
subsection (d).

(2)  The license shall be nontransferable.
(3)  Any other condition established by the board.

(d)  Renewal.–
(1)  Six months prior to expiration of a manufacturer 

license, the manufacturer licensee seeking renewal of its license 
shall submit a renewal application accompanied by the renewal 
fee to the board.

(2)  If the renewal application satisfies the requirements 
of subsection (b), the board may renew the licensee’s 
manufacturer license.

(3)  If the board receives a complete renewal application 
but fails to act upon the renewal application prior to the 
expiration of the manufacturer license, the manufacturer license 
shall continue in effect for an additional six-month period or until 
acted upon by the board, whichever occurs first.
(e)  Prohibitions.–

(1)  No person may manufacture or repair slot machines 
or associated equipment for use within this Commonwealth by a 
slot machine licensee unless the person has been issued a 
manufacturer license under this section.

(2)  No slot machine licensee may use slot machines or 
associated equipment unless the slot machines or associated 
equipment were manufactured or repaired by a person that has 
been issued a manufacturer license under this section.
Section 8.  Sections 1318(b)(4), 1327 and 1402(a) of Title 4 are 

amended to read: 
§ 1318.  Occupation permit application. 
 * * * 
 (b)  Requirements.–The application for an occupation permit 
shall include, at a minimum: 
 * * *

(4)  A photograph [and handwriting exemplar] of the 
person. 

 * * *
§ 1327.  Nontransferability of licenses. 
 A license [or], permit or registration issued by the board is a 
grant of the privilege to conduct a business in this Commonwealth. 
Except as permitted by section 1328 (relating to change in ownership 
or control of slot machine licensee), a license [or], permit or 
registration granted or renewed pursuant to this part shall not be sold, 
transferred or assigned to any other person[,]; nor shall a licensee [or],
permittee or registrant pledge or otherwise grant a security interest in 
or lien on the license [or],permit or registration. Nothing contained in 
this part is intended or shall be construed to create in any person an 
entitlement to a license, permit or registration. The board has the sole 
discretion to issue, renew, condition or deny the issuance of a  
slot machine license based upon the purposes and requirements of this 
part. 
§ 1402.  Gross terminal revenue deductions. 
 (a)  Deductions.–After determining the appropriate assessments 
for each slot machine licensee, the department shall [deduct the 
following] determine costs, expenses or payments from each account 
established under section 1401 (relating to slot machine licensee 
deposits). The following costs and expenses shall be transferred to the 
appropriate agency upon appropriation by the General Assembly:

(1)  The costs and expenses to be incurred by the 
department in administering this part at each slot machine 
licensee’s licensed facility based upon a budget submitted by the 
department to and approved by the board. 

 (2)  The other costs and expenses to be incurred by the 
department in administering this part based upon a budget 
submitted by the department to and approved by the board. 

 (3)  Sums necessary to repay any loans made by the 
General Fund to the department in connection with carrying out 
its responsibilities under this part, including the costs of the 
initial acquisition of the central control computer and any 
accessories or associated equipment. 

 (4)  The costs and expenses to be incurred by the 
Pennsylvania State Police and the Office of Attorney General  
and not otherwise reimbursed under this part in carrying out  
their respective responsibilities under this part based upon a 
budget submitted by the Pennsylvania State Police and the 
Attorney General to and approved by the board. 

 (5)  Sums necessary to repay any loans made by the 
General Fund to the Pennsylvania State Police in connection with 
carrying out its responsibilities under this part. 

 (6)  The costs and expenses to be incurred by the board in 
carrying out its responsibilities under this part based upon a 
budget approved by the board. 

 (7)  Sums necessary to repay any loans made by the 
General Fund to the board in connection with carrying out its 
responsibilities under this part. 

 * * * 
 Section 8.1.  Section 1403(c)(2)(ii)(F) and (G) and (iii)(F) and 
(3)(v) of Title 4 are amended and paragraph (3) is amended by adding a 
subparagraph to read: 
§ 1403.  Establishment of State Gaming Fund and net slot machine 

revenue distribution. 
 * * * 
 (c)  Transfers and distributions.–The department shall: 
 * * *

(2)  From the local share assessment established in 
subsection (b), make quarterly distributions among the counties 
hosting a licensed facility in accordance with the following 
schedule: 

 * * *
(ii)  If the licensed facility is a Category 1 

licensed facility and is located at a thoroughbred 
racetrack and the county in which the licensed facility is 
located is: 

 * * *
[(F)  Counties of the fifth through  

eighth classes:  2% of the gross terminal revenue 
from each such licensed facility shall be 
deposited into a restricted account established in 
the Department of Community and Economic 
Development to be used exclusively for grants to 
the county.] 

 (G)  Any county not specifically 
enumerated in clauses (A) through [(F),] (E),
2% of the gross terminal revenue or $10,000,000, 
whichever is greater, to the county hosting the 
licensed facility from each such licensed facility. 

 (iii)  If the facility is a Category 2 licensed 
facility and if the county in which the licensed facility is 
located is: 

 * * *
(F)  Counties of the fifth through  

eighth classes:  2% of the gross terminal revenue 
from each such licensed facility shall be 
deposited into a restricted account established in 
the Department of Community and Economic 
Development to be used exclusively for grants to 
the county, [to contiguous counties,] to economic 
development authorities or organizations within 
the county [or contiguous counties] or 
redevelopment authorities within the county [or 
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contiguous counties] for grants for economic 
development projects, community improvement 
projects, other projects in the public interest and 
reasonable administrative costs. Notwithstanding 
the Capital Facilities Debt Enabling Act, grants 
made under this clause may be utilized as local 
matching funds for other grants or loans from the 
Commonwealth. 

 * * *
(3)  From the local share assessment established in 

subsection (b), make quarterly distributions among the 
municipalities, including home rule municipalities, hosting a 
licensed facility in accordance with the following schedule: 

 * * *
(v)  To a township of the second class hosting a 

licensed facility or facilities, other than a Category 3 
licensed facility, 2% of the gross terminal revenue or 
$10,000,000 annually, whichever is greater, of all 
licensed facilities located in the township subject, 
however, to the budgetary limitation in this 
subparagraph. The amount allocated to the designated 
municipalities shall not exceed 50% of their total budget 
for fiscal year 2003-2004, adjusted for inflation in 
subsequent years by an amount not to exceed an annual 
cost-of-living adjustment calculated by applying the 
percentage change in the Consumer Price Index for  
All Urban Consumers for the Pennsylvania, New Jersey, 
Delaware and Maryland area, for the most recent  
12-month period for which figures have been officially 
reported by the United States Department of Labor, 
Bureau of Labor Statistics, immediately prior to the date 
the adjustment is due to take effect. Any remaining 
money shall be distributed to the county where the 
licensed facility is located for allocation in accordance 
with paragraph (2) [based upon the county where the 
licensed facility or facilities is located.] if paragraph (2) 
provides for direct distributions to a host county. 
Otherwise, any remaining money shall be distributed to a 
host county to be used to fund municipal grants within 
the host county in accordance with paragraph (2)(v).
In the event that the revenues generated by the 2% do not 
meet the $10,000,000 minimum specified in this 
subparagraph, the licensed gaming entity operating the 
licensed facility or facilities in the township shall remit 
the difference to the municipality. 

 * * *
(xvi)  Notwithstanding subparagraphs (v) and (x), 

if a licensed facility or facilities, other than a Category 3 
licensed facility, is located in the more than one 
second class township, 2% of gross terminal revenue of 
the licensed facilities or $10,000,000, whichever is 
greater, shall be distributed to the second class 
townships. The amount available shall be distributed on a 
pro rata basis determined by the percentage of acreage 
located in each township to the total acreage occupied by 
the licensed facilities. In the event that the revenues 
generated by the 2% do not meet the $10,000,000 
minimum specified in this subparagraph, the licensed 
gaming entity operating the licensed facility or facilities 
in the townships shall remit the difference to the 
townships.

Section 8.2.  Section 1407 of Title 4 is amended by adding a 
subsection to read: 
§ 1407.  Pennsylvania Gaming Economic Development and Tourism 

Fund. 
 * * * 
 

(c.1)  County fairs.–
(1)  Within the Pennsylvania Gaming and Economic 

Development and Tourism Fund there is established a restricted 
revenue account to be known as the County Fair Capital 
Improvement and Harness Racing Account. Money deposited 
into the account shall be nonlapsing and are appropriated on a 
continuing basis, with the approval of the Governor, to the 
Department of Agriculture. Any income derived from investment 
of money in the account shall be credited to the account.

(2)  The sum of $1,500,000 shall be annually transferred 
from the Pennsylvania Gaming and Economic Development and 
Tourism Fund into the County Fair Capital Improvement and 
Harness Racing Account.

(3)  Money in the County Fair Capital Improvement and 
Harness Racing Account shall be used by the Department of 
Agriculture to make matching grants for capital improvements to 
facilities at county fairgrounds, including harness racing tracks 
located at county fairgrounds. Grants for capital improvements 
shall not exceed 50% of the costs of the project and shall be 
made by the Secretary of Agriculture, in consultation with the 
State Association of County Fairs.
* * *
Section 9.  Section 1408(e) of Title 4 is amended and the section 

is amended by adding a subsection to read: 
§ 1408.  Transfers from State Gaming Fund. 
 * * * 
 (c.1)  Transfer for victims of domestic violence.–Each year the 
sum of $3,500,000 shall be transferred from the fund to the Department 
of Public Welfare to be used for domestic violence programs.

* * *
(e)  Transfer to Property Tax Relief Fund.–Monthly, the State 

Treasurer shall transfer the remaining balance in the State Gaming 
Fund which is not allocated in subsections (a), (b), (c), (c.1) and (d) to 
the Property Tax Relief Fund established in section 1409 (relating to 
Property Tax Relief Fund). 
 Section 10.  Sections 1509(d) and 1512 of Title 4 are amended to 
read: 
§ 1509.  Compulsive and problem gambling program. 
 * * * 
 (d)  Single county authorities.–The Department of Health may 
make grants from the fund established under subsection (b) to a single 
county authority created pursuant to the act of April 14, 1972 (P.L.221, 
No.63), known as the Pennsylvania Drug and Alcohol Abuse Control 
Act, for the purpose of providing compulsive gambling and gambling 
[addition] addiction prevention, treatment and education programs. It is 
the intention of the General Assembly that any grants that the 
Department of Health may make to any single county authority in 
accordance with the provisions of this subsection be used exclusively 
for the development and implementation of compulsive and problem 
gambling programs authorized under subsection (a). 
 * * * 
§ 1512.  [Public official financial interest.] Financial interests, 

employment and complimentary services.
[(a)  General rule.–Except as may be provided by rule or order of 

the Pennsylvania Supreme Court, no executive-level State employee, 
public official, party officer or immediate family member thereof shall 
have, at or following the effective date of this part, a financial interest 
in or be employed, directly or indirectly, by any licensed racing entity 
or licensed gaming entity, or any holding, affiliate, intermediary or 
subsidiary company, thereof, or any such applicant, nor solicit or 
accept, directly or indirectly, any complimentary service or discount 
from any licensed racing entity or licensed gaming entity which he or 
she knows or has reason to know is other than a service or discount that 
is offered to members of the general public in like circumstances 
during his or her status as an executive-level State employee, public 
official or party officer and for one year following termination of the 
person’s status as an executive-level State employee, public official or 
party officer.] 
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(a)  Financial interests.–Except as may be provided by rule or 
order of the Pennsylvania Supreme Court, an executive-level public 
employee, public official or party officer, or an immediate family 
member thereof, shall not intentionally or knowingly hold a financial 
interest in an applicant or a slot machine licensee, manufacturer 
licensee, supplier licensee or licensed racing entity, or in a holding 
company, affiliate, intermediary or subsidiary thereof, while the 
individual is an executive-level public employee, public official or 
party officer and for one year following termination of the individual’s 
status as an executive-level public employee, public official or party 
officer.

(a.1)  Employment.–Except as may be provided by rule or order 
of the Pennsylvania Supreme Court, no executive-level public 
employee, public official or party officer, or an immediate family 
member thereof, shall be employed by an applicant or a slot machine 
licensee, manufacturer licensee, supplier licensee or licensed racing 
entity, or by any holding company, affiliate, intermediary or subsidiary 
thereof, while the individual is an executive-level public employee, 
public official or party officer and for one year following termination 
of the individual’s status as an executive-level public employee, public 
official or party officer.

(a.2)  Complimentary services.–
(1)  No executive-level public employee, public official 

or party officer, or an immediate family member thereof, shall 
solicit or accept, any complimentary service from an applicant or 
a slot machine licensee, manufacturer licensee, supplier licensee 
or licensed racing entity, or from any affiliate, intermediary, 
subsidiary or holding company thereof, which the executive-level 
public employee, public official or party officer, or an immediate 
family member thereof, knows or has reason to know is other 
than a service which is offered to members of the general public 
in like circumstances.

(2)  No applicant, slot machine licensee, manufacturer 
licensee, supplier licensee or licensed racing entity, or any 
affiliate, intermediary, subsidiary or holding company thereof, 
shall offer or deliver to an executive-level public employee, 
public official or party officer, or an immediate family member 
thereof, any complimentary service from the applicant or 
slot machine licensee, manufacturer licensee, supplier licensee or 
licensed racing entity, or an affiliate, intermediary, subsidiary or 
holding company thereof, that the applicant or slot machine 
licensee, manufacturer licensee, supplier licensee or licensed 
racing entity, or any affiliate, intermediary, subsidiary or holding 
company thereof, knows or has reason to know is other than a 
service that is offered to members of the general public in like 
circumstances.
(a.3)  Grading.–An individual who violates this section commits 

a misdemeanor and shall, upon conviction, be sentenced to pay a fine 
of not more than $1,000 or to imprisonment for not more than one year, 
or both.

(a.4)  Divestiture.–An executive-level public employee, public 
official or party officer, or an immediate family member thereof, who 
holds a financial interest prohibited by this section shall divest the 
financial interest within three months of the effective date of the 
restrictions set forth in subsection (a), as applicable. Thereafter, any 
executive-level public employee, public official, party officer or 
immediate family member shall have 30 days from the date the 
individual knew or had reason to know of the violation or 30 days 
from the annual publication in the Pennsylvania Bulletin under 
§ 1202(b)(19) (relating to powers and duties), whichever occurs earlier.

(a.5)  Ethics Commission.–The Ethics Commission shall publish 
a list of all State, county, municipal and other government positions 
that meet the definitions of “public official” or “executive-level public 
employee” under subsection (b). The Office of Administration shall 
assist the Ethics Commission in the development of the list, which shall 
be published in the Pennsylvania Bulletin biennially and on the board’s 
website. Each public official shall have a duty to provide the 
Ethics Commission with adequate information to accurately develop 

and maintain the list. The Ethics Commission may impose a civil 
penalty under 65 Pa.C.S. § 1109(f) (relating to penalties) upon any 
public official or executive-level public employee who fails to 
cooperate with the Ethics Commission under this subsection.

(b)  Definitions.–As used in this section, the following words and 
phrases shall have the meanings given to them in this subsection: 
 “Executive-level [State] public employee.”  [The Governor, 
Lieutenant Governor, cabinet members, deputy secretaries, the 
Governor’s office executive staff, any State employee with 
discretionary powers which may affect the outcome of a State agency’s 
decision in relation to a private corporation or business, with respect to 
any matter covered by this part or any executive employee who by 
virtue of his job function could influence the outcome of such a 
decision.] The term shall include the following:

(1)  Deputy Secretaries of the Commonwealth and the 
Governor’s office executive staff.

(2)  Employees of the Executive Branch with 
discretionary powers which may affect or influence the outcome 
of a State agency’s action or decision relating to a matter under 
this part.

(3)  An executive-level employee of a county 
which received a distribution of money or revenue under 
section 1403(c)(2) (relating to establishment of State Gaming 
Fund and net slot machine revenue distribution).

(4)  An executive-level employee of a municipality 
which received a distribution of money or revenue under 
section 1403(c)(3).

(5)  An employee of a department, agency, board, 
commission, authority or other governmental body which 
directly receives a distribution of money or revenue under this 
part.

(6)  An employee of a department, agency, board, 
commission, authority or other governmental body which 
possesses regulatory or law enforcement authority over a 
licensed entity.

(7)  Any other employee of a county, municipality, 
authority, commission or other local governmental entity with 
discretionary powers which may affect or influence the outcome 
of an action or decision relating to a matter under this part.
“Financial interest.”  Owning or holding, or being deemed 

to hold, debt or equity securities [exceeding 1% of the equity or  
fair market value of the licensed racing entity or licensed gaming 
entity, its holding company, affiliate, intermediary or subsidiary 
business.] or other ownership interest or profits interest. A financial 
interest shall not include any [such stock that is held in a blind trust 
over which the executive-level State employee, public official, party 
officer or immediate family member thereof may not exercise any 
managerial control or receive income during the tenure of office and 
the period under subsection (a).] debt or equity security, or other 
ownership interest or profits interest, which is held or deemed to be 
held in any of the following:

(1)  A blind trust over which the executive-level public 
employee, public official or party officer, or an immediate family 
member thereof, does not exercise managerial or investment 
control or receive income therefrom during the tenure of office 
and the period under subsection (a).

(2)  Securities that are held in a pension plan, 
profit-sharing plan, individual retirement account, tax sheltered 
annuity, a plan established pursuant to section 457 of the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 (Public Law 99-514, 26 U.S.C. § 1 
et seq.), or any successor provision, deferred compensation plan 
whether qualified or not qualified under the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1986, or any successor provision, or other retirement 
plan that:

(i)  is not self-directed by the individual; and
(ii)  is advised by an independent investment 

adviser who has sole authority to make investment 
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decisions with respect to contributions made by the 
individual to these plans.
(3)  A tuition account plan organized and operated 

pursuant to section 529 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 
(Public Law 99-514, 26 U.S.C. § 529) that is not 
self-directed by the individual.

(4)  A mutual fund where the interest owned by the 
mutual fund in a licensed entity does not constitute a controlling 
interest as defined in this part.

(5)  Any other investment over which the executive-level 
public employee, public official or party officer, or an immediate 
family member thereof, does not exercise managerial or 
investment control during the tenure of office and the period 
under subsection (a).
“Immediate family.”  A [parent,] spouse, minor child or 

unemancipated child[, brother or sister]. 
 “Law enforcement authority.”  The term shall include the 
authority of a State or local police force, the Attorney General or a 
district attorney.

“Party officer.”  A member of a national committee; a chairman, 
vice chairman, secretary, treasurer or counsel of a State committee or 
member of the executive committee of a State committee; a county 
chairman, vice chairman, counsel, secretary or treasurer of a county 
committee in which a licensed facility is located; or a city chairman, 
vice chairman, counsel, secretary or treasurer of a city committee of a 
city in which a licensed facility is located.

[“Public official.”  Any person elected by the public or elected or 
appointed by a governmental body or an appointed official in the 
executive, legislative or judicial branch of this Commonwealth or any 
political subdivision thereof, provided that it shall not include members 
of advisory boards that have no authority to expend public funds other 
than reimbursement for personal expense or to otherwise exercise the 
power of the Commonwealth or any political subdivision or 
commissioner of any authority or joint-state commission.] 
 “Public official.”  The term shall include the following:

(1)  The Governor, Lieutenant Governor, a member 
of the Governor’s cabinet, Treasurer, Auditor General and 
Attorney General of the Commonwealth.

(2)  A member of the Senate or House of Representatives 
of the Commonwealth.

(3)  An individual elected to any office of a county or 
municipality that receives a distribution of money or revenue 
under this part.

(4)  An individual elected or appointed to a governmental 
body that receives a distribution of money or revenue under this 
part.

(5)  An individual elected or appointed to a department, 
agency, board, commission, authority or other governmental 
body that possesses regulatory or law enforcement authority over 
a licensed entity.

The term does not include a member of a school board or an individual 
who held an uncompensated office with a governmental body prior to 
January 1, 2006, and who no longer holds the office as of January 1, 
2006. The term includes a member of an advisory board or commission 
which makes recommendations relating to a licensed facility.

Section 11.  Section 1513(a) of Title 4 is amended and the 
section is amended by adding subsections to read: 
§ 1513.  Political influence. 
 [(a)  Contribution restriction.–An applicant for a slot machine 
license, manufacturer license or supplier license, licensed racing entity 
licensee, licensed manufacturer, licensed supplier or licensed gaming 
entity, or a person that holds a similar gaming license or permit or a 
controlling interest in a gaming license or permit in another 
jurisdiction, or any holding, affiliate, intermediary or subsidiary 
company thereof, or any officer, director or key employee of such 
applicant licensed manufacturer or licensed supplier, licensed racing 
entity or licensed gaming entity or any holding, affiliate, intermediary 
or subsidiary company thereof, shall be prohibited from contributing 

any money or in-kind contribution to a candidate for nomination or 
election to any public office in this Commonwealth, or to any political 
committee or State party in this Commonwealth or to any group, 
committee or association organized in support of any such candidate, 
political committee or State party.] 
 (a)  Contribution restriction.–The following persons shall be 
prohibited from contributing any money or in-kind contribution to a 
candidate for nomination or election to any public office in this 
Commonwealth, or to any political party committee or other political 
committee in this Commonwealth or to any group, committee or 
association organized in support of a candidate, political party 
committee or other political committee in this Commonwealth:

(1)  An applicant.
(2)  A slot machine licensee, licensed manufacturer, 

licensed supplier or licensed racing entity.
(3)  A principal or key employee of a slot machine 

licensee, licensed manufacturer, licensed supplier or licensed 
racing entity.

(4)  An affiliate, intermediary, subsidiary or holding 
company of a slot machine licensee, licensed manufacturer, 
licensed supplier or licensed racing entity.

(5)  An officer, director or person with a controlling 
interest in or key employee of an affiliate, intermediary, 
subsidiary or holding company of a slot machine licensee, 
licensed manufacturer, licensed supplier or licensed racing entity.
(a.1)  Contributions to certain associations and organizations 

barred.–The persons prohibited from making political contributions 
under subsection (a) shall not make a political contribution of money or 
an in-kind contribution to any association or organization, including a 
nonprofit organization, that has been solicited by, or knowing that the 
contribution or a portion thereof will be contributed to the elected 
official, executive-level public employee or candidate for nomination 
or election to a public office in this Commonwealth.

(a.2)  Internet website.–
(1)  The board shall establish an Internet website that 

includes a list of all applicants for and holders of a slot machine 
license, manufacturer license, supplier license or racing entity 
license, and the affiliates, intermediaries, subsidiaries, holding 
companies, officers, directors or persons with a controlling 
interest therein and principals and key employees thereof, and 
any other entity in which the applicant or licensee has any debt or 
equity security or other ownership or profits interest. An 
applicant or licensee shall notify the board within seven days of 
the discovery of any change in or addition to the information. 
The list shall be published semiannually in the Pennsylvania 
Bulletin.

(2)  An individual who acts in good faith and in reliance 
on the information on the Internet website shall not be subject to 
any penalties or liability imposed for a violation of this section.
* * *
Section 12.  Section 1517(a), (c) and (d) of Title 4 are amended 

and the section is amended by adding subsections to read: 
§ 1517.  [Enforcement.] Investigations and enforcement.

[(a)  Powers and duties.–The Bureau of Investigations and 
Enforcement shall have the following powers and duties: 
 (1)  Promptly investigate all licensees, permittees and 

applicants as directed by the board in accordance with the 
provisions of section 1202 (relating to general and specific 
powers). 

 (2)  Enforce the rules and regulations promulgated under 
this part. 

 (3)  Initiate proceedings for administrative violations of 
this part or regulations promulgated under this part. 

 (4)  Provide the board with all information necessary for 
all action under this part and for all proceedings involving 
enforcement of this part or regulations promulgated under this 
part. 
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(5)  Investigate the circumstances surrounding any act or 
transaction for which board approval is required. 

 (6)  Conduct administrative inspections on the premises 
of a licensed racetrack or nonprimary location or licensed facility 
to ensure compliance with this part and the regulations of the 
board and, in the course of inspections, review and make copies 
of all documents and records that may be required through onsite 
observation and other reasonable means to assure compliance 
with this part and regulations promulgated under this part. 

 (7)  Receive and take appropriate action on any referral 
from the board relating to any evidence of a violation. 

 (8)  Conduct audits of slot machine operations at such 
times, under such circumstances and to such extent as the bureau 
determines. This paragraph includes reviews of accounting, 
administrative and financial records and management control 
systems, procedures and records utilized by a slot machine 
licensee. 

 (9)  Request and receive information, materials and other 
data from any licensee, permittee or applicant. 

 (10)  Refer for investigation all possible criminal 
violations to the Pennsylvania State Police and cooperate fully in 
the investigation and prosecution of a criminal violation arising 
under this part.] 

 (a)  Establishment.–There is hereby established within the board 
a Bureau of Investigations and Enforcement which shall be 
independent of the board in matters relating to the enforcement of this 
part. The bureau shall have the powers and duties set forth in 
subsection (a.1).

(a.1)  Powers and duties of bureau.–The Bureau of Investigations 
and Enforcement shall have the following powers and duties:

(1)  Enforce the provisions of this part.
(2)  Investigate and review all applicants and applications 

for a license, permit or registration.
(3)  Investigate licensees, permittees, registrants and 

other persons regulated by the board for noncriminal violations 
of this part, including potential violations referred to the bureau 
by the board or other person.

(4)  Monitor gaming operations to ensure all of the 
following:

(i)  Compliance with this part, the act of April 12, 
1951 (P.L.90, No.21), known as the Liquor Code, and the 
other laws of this Commonwealth.

(ii)  The implementation of adequate security 
measures by a licensed entity.
(5)  Inspect and examine licensed entities as provided in 

subsection (e). Inspections may include the review and 
reproduction of any document or record.

(6)  Conduct audits of a licensed entity as necessary to 
ensure compliance with this part. An audit may include the 
review of accounting, administrative and financial records, 
management control systems, procedures and other records 
utilized by a licensed entity.

(7)  Refer possible criminal violations to the 
Pennsylvania State Police. The bureau shall not have the power 
of arrest.

(8)  Cooperate in the investigation and prosecution of 
criminal violations related to this part.

(9)  Be a criminal justice agency under 18 Pa.C.S. Ch. 91 
(relating to criminal history record information).
(a.2)  Office of Enforcement Counsel.–

(1)  There is established within the bureau an Office of 
Enforcement Counsel which shall act as the prosecutor in all 
noncriminal enforcement actions initiated by the bureau under 
this part and shall have the following powers and duties:

(i)  Advise the bureau on all matters, including 
the granting of licenses, permits or registrations, the 
conduct of background investigations, audits and 

inspections and the investigation of potential violations 
of this part.

(ii)  File recommendations and objections 
relating to the issuance of licenses, permits and 
registrations on behalf of the bureau.

(iii)  Initiate, in its sole discretion, proceedings 
for noncriminal violations of this part by filing a 
complaint or other pleading with the board.
(2)  The director of the Office of Enforcement Counsel 

shall report to the executive director of the board on 
administrative matters. The director shall be selected by the 
board and shall be an attorney admitted to practice before the 
Pennsylvania Supreme Court.
* * *
(c)  Powers and duties of the Pennsylvania State Police.–The 

Pennsylvania State Police shall have the following powers and duties: 
 (1)  Promptly [investigate all licensees, permittees and 

applicants] conduct background investigations on persons as 
directed by the board in accordance with the provisions of 
section 1202. 

 [(2)  Enforce the rules and regulations promulgated under 
this part.] 

 (3)  Initiate proceedings for [any] criminal violations of 
this part [or regulations promulgated under this part]. 

 (4)  Provide the board with all information necessary for 
all actions under this part for all proceedings involving criminal
enforcement of this part [or regulations promulgated under this 
part]. 

 (5)  Inspect, when appropriate, a licensee’s or permittee’s 
person and personal effects present in a licensed facility under 
this part while that licensee [or], permittee or registrant is present 
at a licensed facility. 

 (6)  Enforce the criminal provisions of this part and all 
other criminal laws of the Commonwealth. 

 (7)  Fingerprint applicants for licenses [and],permits and 
registrations.

(8)  Exchange fingerprint data with and receive national 
criminal history record information from the FBI for use in 
investigating applications for any license [or], permit or 
registration under this part. 

 (9)  Receive and take appropriate action on any referral 
from the board relating to criminal conduct. 

 (10)  Require the production of any information, material 
and other data from any licensee, permittee, registrant or 
applicant. 

 (11)  Conduct administrative inspections on the premises 
of licensed racetrack or nonprimary location or licensed facility 
at such times, under such circumstances and to such extent as the 
bureau determines to ensure compliance with this part and the 
regulations of the board and, in the course of inspections, review 
and make copies of all documents and records required by the 
inspection through onsite observation and other reasonable 
means to assure compliance with this part and regulations 
promulgated under this part. 

 (12)  Conduct audits or verification of information of slot 
machine operations at such times, under such circumstances and 
to such extent as the bureau determines. This paragraph includes 
reviews of accounting, administrative and financial records and 
management control systems, procedures and records utilized by 
a slot machine licensee. 

 (13)  A member of the Pennsylvania State Police 
assigned to duties of enforcement under this part shall not be 
counted toward the complement as defined in the act of 
December 13, 2001 (P.L.903, No.100), entitled “An act repealing 
in part a limitation on the complement of the Pennsylvania State 
Police.” 

 (c.1)  Powers and duties of Attorney General.–Within the Office 
of Attorney General, the Attorney General shall establish a gaming 
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unit. The unit shall investigate and institute criminal proceedings as 
authorized by subsection (d).

(d)  Criminal action.–
(1)  The district attorneys of the several counties shall 

have authority to investigate and to institute criminal proceedings 
for [any] a violation of this part. 

 (2)  In addition to the authority conferred upon the 
Attorney General [by] under the act of October 15, 1980 
(P.L.950, No.164), known as the Commonwealth Attorneys Act, 
the Attorney General shall have the authority to investigate and, 
following consultation with the appropriate district attorney, to 
institute criminal proceedings for [any] a violation of this part.
[or any series of such violations involving any county of this 
Commonwealth and another state. No] A person charged with a 
violation of this part by the Attorney General shall not have 
standing to challenge the authority of the Attorney General to 
investigate or prosecute the case, and, if any such challenge is 
made, the challenge shall be dismissed and no relief shall be 
available in the courts of this Commonwealth to the person 
making the challenge. 

 (d.1)  Regulatory action.–Nothing contained in subsection (d) 
shall be construed to limit the existing regulatory or investigative 
authority of an agency or the Commonwealth whose functions relate to 
persons or matters within the scope of this part.

* * *
Section 13.  Title 4 is amended by adding sections to read: 

§ 1517.1.  Procedures.
(a)  Evidentiary record.–If the bureau or the licensing bureau files 

an objection to any license, permit or registration, an evidentiary record 
shall be established in order to allow the board to reach a decision in 
accordance with this part.

(b)  Participants.–An interested party may file a petition 
requesting to participate in a licensing, permitting or registration 
proceeding if the party has an enforceable interest in the proceeding 
which is substantial, direct and immediate and if the party’s interest is 
not adequately represented by the bureau. Except as necessary to 
develop a comprehensive evidentiary record, an interested party other 
than the applicant or the bureau may present evidence through the 
submission of written comments attested to under oath. The comments 
shall be part of the evidentiary record.

(c)  Appointment of hearing officer.–The board may appoint a 
hearing officer to conduct a hearing to resolve or make a 
recommendation regarding disputed or complex factual issues.

(d)  Judicial notice.–The board or a presiding officer may take 
judicial notice of facts introduced into the record of another 
jurisdiction, taken or attested to under oath, or factual findings and 
legal conclusions of another jurisdiction.

(e)  Duty of chief counsel.–The board’s chief counsel shall advise 
the board in its adjudicatory capacity.
§ 1517.2.  Hearing officers.

(a)  General rule.–The board shall employ and develop a code of 
ethics for hearing officers.

(b)  Authority.–A hearing officer shall have the authority to do 
the following:

(1)  Schedule and conduct a hearing as required to 
resolve a matter or to make a recommendation to the board.

(2)  Provide parties with proper notice of a hearing.
(3)  Rule on motions, objections or other matters arising 

during the hearing.
(4)  Ensure that all parties have a full and fair opportunity 

to be heard.
(5)  Ensure that a record of the proceedings is available 

for review by the board.
(6)  Advise witnesses or respondents, when not 

represented by counsel, of their rights as witnesses.
(7)  Issue subpoenas upon written request for the 

production of documents, records and persons needed for the 
proceeding.

§ 1517.3.  Conduct of public officials and employees.
(a)  Ex parte discussion prohibited.–An attorney representing the 

bureau or the Office of Enforcement Counsel, or an employee of the 
bureau or office involved in the hearing process, shall not discuss the 
case ex parte with a hearing officer, chief counsel or member.

(b)  Other prohibitions.–A hearing officer, the chief counsel or a 
member shall not discuss or exercise any supervisory responsibility 
over any employee with respect to an enforcement hearing with which 
the employee is involved.

(c)  Disqualification.–If it becomes necessary for the chief 
counsel or member to become involved on behalf of the board in any 
enforcement proceeding, the chief counsel or member shall be 
prohibited from participating in the adjudication of that matter and 
shall designate appropriate individuals to exercise adjudicatory 
functions.

Section 14.  Section 1518(a) and (b) of Title 4 are amended to 
read: 
§ 1518.  Prohibited acts; penalties. 
 (a)  Criminal offenses.– 
 (1)  The provisions of 18 Pa.C.S. § 4902 (relating to 

perjury), 4903 (relating to false swearing) or 4904 (relating to 
unsworn falsification to authorities) shall apply to any person 
providing information or making any statement, whether written 
or oral, to the board, the bureau, the department, the 
Pennsylvania State Police or the Office of Attorney General, as 
required by this part. 

 (2)  It [is] shall be unlawful for a person to willfully: 
 (i)  fail to report, pay or truthfully account for 

and pay over any license fee, tax or assessment imposed 
under this part; or 

 (ii)  attempt in any manner to evade or defeat any 
license fee, tax or assessment imposed under this [party] 
part.
(3)  It [is] shall be unlawful for any licensed entity, 

gaming employee, key employee or any other person to permit a 
slot machine to be operated, transported, repaired or opened on 
the premises of a licensed facility by a person other than a person 
licensed or permitted by the board pursuant to this part. 

 (4)  It [is] shall be unlawful for any licensed entity or 
other person to manufacture, supply or place slot machines into 
play or display slot machines on the premise of a licensed facility 
without the authority of the board. 

 (5)  Except as provided for in section 1326 (relating to 
license renewals), it [is] shall be unlawful for a licensed entity or 
other person to manufacture, supply, operate, carry on or expose 
for play any slot machine after the person’s license has expired 
and prior to the actual renewal of the license. 

 (6) (i)  Except as set forth in subparagraph (ii), it [is] 
shall be unlawful for an individual while on the premises 
of a licensed facility to knowingly use currency other 
than lawful coin or legal tender of the United States or a 
coin not of the same denomination as the coin intended to 
be used in the slot machine[.] with the intent to cheat or 
defraud a licensed gaming entity or the Commonwealth 
or damage the slot machine.

(ii)  In the playing of a slot machine, it [is] shall 
be lawful for an individual to use gaming billets, tokens 
or similar objects issued by the licensed gaming entity 
which are approved by the board. 

 (7) (i)  Except as set forth in subparagraph (ii), it [is] 
shall be unlawful for an individual [on the premises of a 
licensed facility] to use or possess a cheating or thieving 
device, counterfeit or altered billet, ticket, token or 
similar objects accepted by a slot machine or counterfeit 
or altered slot machine-issued tickets or vouchers at a 
licensed facility.

(ii)  An authorized employee of a licensee or an 
employee of the board may possess and use a cheating or 
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thieving device, counterfeit or altered billet, ticket, token 
or similar objects accepted by a slot machine or 
counterfeit or altered slot machine-issued tickets or 
vouchers [only] in performance of the duties of 
employment. 

 (iii)  As used in this paragraph, the term 
“cheating or thieving device” includes, but is not limited 
to, a device to facilitate the alignment of any winning 
combination or to remove from any slot machine money 
or other contents. The term includes, but is not limited to, 
a tool, drill, wire, coin or token attached to a string or 
wire and any electronic or magnetic device. 

 (8) (i)  Except as set forth in subparagraph (ii), it [is] 
shall be unlawful for an individual to knowingly possess 
or use while on the premises of a licensed facility a key 
or device designed for the purpose of and suitable for 
opening or entering any slot machine or coin box which 
is located on the premises of the licensed facility.

(ii)  An authorized employee of a licensee or a 
member of the board may possess and use a device 
referred to in subparagraph (i) [only] in the performance 
of the duties of employment. 

 (9)  It [is] shall be unlawful for a person or licensed 
entity to possess any device, equipment or material which the 
person or licensed entity knows has been manufactured, 
distributed, sold, tampered with or serviced in violation of the 
provisions of this part[.] with the intent to use the device, 
equipment or material as though it had been manufactured, 
distributed, sold, tampered with or serviced pursuant to this part.

(9.1)  It shall be unlawful for a person to sell, offer for 
sale, represent or pass off as lawful any device, equipment or 
material which the person or licensed entity knows has been 
manufactured, distributed, sold, tampered with or serviced in 
violation of this part.

(10)  It [is] shall be unlawful for an individual to work or 
be employed in a position the duties of which would require 
licensing or permitting under the provisions of this part without 
first obtaining the requisite license or permit [as provided for in] 
issued under the provisions of this part. 

 (11)  It [is] shall be unlawful for a licensed gaming entity 
that is a licensed racing entity and that has lost the license issued 
to it by either the State Horse Racing Commission or the  
State Harness Racing Commission under the Race Horse 
Industry Reform Act or that has had that license suspended to 
operate slot machines at the racetrack for which its slot machine
license was issued unless the license issued to it by either the 
State Horse Racing Commission or the State Harness Racing 
Commission will be subsequently reissued or reinstated within 
30 days after the loss or suspension. 

 (12)  It [is] shall be unlawful for a licensed entity to 
employ or continue to employ an individual in a position the 
duties of which require a license or permit under the provisions 
of this part if the individual:

(i)  [An individual] Is not licensed or permitted 
under the provisions of this part. 

 (ii)  [An individual who is] Is prohibited from 
accepting employment from a licensee. 

 (13)  It [is] shall be unlawful for any person under  
18 years of age to be permitted in the area of a licensed facility
where slot machines are operated. 

 (b)  Criminal penalties and fines.– 
 (1) (i)  A person [that violates subsection (a)(1) 

commits an offense to be graded in accordance with  
18 Pa.C.S. § 4902, 4903 or 4904, as applicable, for a first 
conviction.] who commits a first offense in violation of 
18 Pa.C.S § 4902, 4903 or 4904 in connection with 
providing information or making any statement, whether 
written or oral, to the board, the bureau, the department, 

the Pennsylvania State Police or the Office of 
Attorney General as required by this part commits an 
offense to be graded in accordance with the applicable 
section violated. A person that is convicted of a second 
or subsequent violation of [subsection (a)(1)] 18 Pa.C.S. 
§ 4902, 4903 or 4904 in connection with providing 
information or making any statement, whether written or 
oral, to the board, the bureau, the department, the 
Pennsylvania State Police or the Office of Attorney 
General as required by this part commits a felony of the 
second degree. 

 (ii)  A person that violates subsection (a)(2) 
through (12) commits a misdemeanor of the first degree. 
A person that is convicted of a second or subsequent 
violation of subsection (a)(2) through (12) commits a 
felony of the second degree. 

 (2) (i)  For a first violation of subsection (a)(1) 
through (12), a person shall be sentenced to pay a fine of: 

 (A)  not less than $75,000 nor more than 
$150,000 if the person is an individual; 

 (B)  not less than $300,000 nor more than 
$600,000 if the person is a licensed gaming 
entity; or 

 (C)  not less than $150,000 nor more than 
$300,000 if the person is a licensed manufacturer 
or supplier. 

 (ii)  For a second or subsequent violation of 
subsection (a)(1) through (12), a person shall be 
sentenced to pay a fine of: 

 (A)  not less than $150,000 nor more 
than $300,000 if the person is an individual; 

 (B)  not less than $600,000 nor more than 
$1,200,000 if the person is a licensed gaming 
entity; or 

 (C)  not less than $300,000 nor more than 
$600,000 if the person is a licensed manufacturer 
or supplier. 

 * * * 
 Section 15.  Title 4 is amended by adding sections to read: 
§ 1519.  Detention.

A peace officer, licensee or licensee’s employee or an agent 
under contract with the licensee who has probable cause to believe that 
criminal violation of this part has occurred or is occurring on or about a 
licensed facility and who has probable cause to believe that a specific 
individual has committed or is committing the criminal violation may 
detain the suspect in a reasonable manner for a reasonable time on or 
off the premises for all or any of the following purposes: to require the 
suspect to identify himself; to verify such identification; or to inform a 
peace officer. Such detention shall not impose civil or criminal liability 
upon the peace officer, licensee, licensee’s employee or agent so 
detaining.
§ 1522.  Interception of oral communications.

The interception and recording of oral communications made in a 
counting room of a licensed facility by a licensee shall not be subject to 
the provisions of 18 Pa.C.S. Ch. 57 (relating to wiretapping and 
electronic surveillance). Notice that oral communications are being 
intercepted and recorded shall be posted conspicuously in the counting 
room.

Section 16.  Sections 1801 and 1802 of Title 4 are amended to 
read: 
§ 1801.  Duty to provide. 
 Notwithstanding the provisions of the Race Horse Industry 
Reform Act or this part, the Pennsylvania State Police shall, at the 
request of the commissions or the board, provide criminal history 
background investigations, which shall include records of criminal 
arrests [or] and convictions, no matter where occurring, including 
Federal criminal history record information, on applicants for licensure 
and permit applicants by the respective agencies pursuant to the  
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Race Horse Industry Reform Act or this part. Requests for criminal 
history background investigations may, at the direction of the 
commissions or the board, include, but not be limited to, officers, 
directors and stockholders of licensed corporations, key employees, 
financial backers, principals, gaming employees, horse owners, 
trainers, jockeys, drivers and other persons participating in 
thoroughbred or harness horse meetings and other persons and vendors 
who exercise their occupation or employment at such meetings, 
licensed facilities or licensed [racetrack] racetracks. For the purposes of 
this [chapter] part, the board and commissions may receive and retain
information otherwise protected by 18 Pa.C.S. Ch. 91 (relating to 
criminal history record information). 
§ 1802.  Submission of fingerprints and photographs.

[Applicants] Appointees, employees and prospective employees
engaged in the service of the commissions or the board, and applicants
under this part shall submit to fingerprinting and photographing by the 
Pennsylvania State Police[.] or by a local law enforcement agency 
capable of submitting fingerprints and photographs electronically to the 
Pennsylvania State Police utilizing the Integrated Automated 
Fingerprint Identification System and the Commonwealth Photo 
Imaging Network or in a manner and in such form as may be provided 
by the Pennsylvania State Police. Fingerprinting pursuant to this part 
shall require, at a minimum, the submission of a full set of fingerprints. 
Photographing pursuant to this part shall require submission to 
photographs of the face and any scars, marks or tattoos for purposes of 
comparison utilizing an automated biometric imaging system. The 
Pennsylvania State Police shall submit [the] fingerprints [if necessary] 
when requested by the commissions or the board to the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation for purposes of verifying the identity of the applicants 
and obtaining records of criminal arrests and convictions in order to 
prepare criminal history background investigations under section 1801 
(relating to duty to provide). [The] Fingerprints and photographs 
obtained pursuant to this part may be maintained by the commissions, 
the board and the Pennsylvania State Police for use pursuant to this part 
and for general law enforcement purposes. In addition to any other fee 
or cost assessed by the commissions or the board, an applicant shall 
pay for the cost of fingerprinting and photographing.

Section 17.  Title 4 is amended by adding a section to read: 
§ 1905.  Preemption in cities of the first class.

The conduct of gaming in cities of the first class as permitted 
under this part, including the physical location of any licensed facility, 
shall not be prohibited or otherwise regulated by any ordinance, 
home rule charter provision, resolution, rule or regulation of a city of 
the first class.

Section 18.  Section 911(h)(1) of Title 18 is amended to read: 
§ 911.  Corrupt organizations. 
 * * * 
 (h)  Definitions.–As used in this section: 
 (1)  “Racketeering activity” means all of the following:

(i)  [any] An act which is indictable under any of 
the following provisions of this title: 

 Chapter 25 (relating to criminal 
homicide) 

 Section 2706 (relating to terroristic 
threats) 

 Chapter 29 (relating to kidnapping) 
 Chapter 33 (relating to arson, etc.) 
 Chapter 37 (relating to robbery) 
 Chapter 39 (relating to theft and related 

offenses) 
 Section 4108 (relating to commercial 

bribery and breach of duty to act disinterestedly) 
 Section 4109 (relating to rigging publicly 

exhibited contest) 
 Section 4117 (relating to insurance fraud) 
 Chapter 47 (relating to bribery and 

corrupt influence) 
 

Chapter 49 (relating to falsification and 
intimidation) 

 Section 5111 (relating to dealing in 
proceeds of unlawful activities) 

 Section 5512 through 5514 (relating to 
gambling) 

 Chapter 59 (relating to public indecency).
(ii)  [any] An offense indictable under section 13 

of the act of April 14, 1972 (P.L.233, No.64), known as 
The Controlled Substance, Drug, Device and Cosmetic 
Act (relating to the sale and dispensing of narcotic 
drugs)[;].

(iii)  [any] A conspiracy to commit any of the 
offenses set forth in subparagraphs (i) [and (ii) of this 
paragraph; or], (ii) or (v).

(iv)  [the] The collection of any money or other 
property in full or partial satisfaction of a debt which 
arose as the result of the lending of money or other 
property at a rate of interest exceeding 25% per annum or 
the equivalent rate for a longer or shorter period, where 
not otherwise authorized by law. 

 (v)  An offense indictable under 4 Pa.C.S. Pt. II 
(relating to gaming).

[Any] An act which otherwise would be considered racketeering 
activity by reason of the application of this paragraph, shall not 
be excluded from its application solely because the operative acts 
took place outside the jurisdiction of this Commonwealth, if such 
acts would have been in violation of the law of the jurisdiction in 
which they occurred. 

 * * *
Section 19.  Except for the amendment of 4 Pa.C.S. § 1518, the 

additions and amendments to 4 Pa.C.S. contained in this act shall be 
retroactive to July 1, 2005. 
 Section 20.  Repeals are as follows: 
 (1)  The General Assembly declares that the repeal under 

paragraph (2) is necessary to effectuate the addition of 4 Pa.C.S. 
§ 1202(b)(29). 

 (2)  Section 493(29) of the act of April 12, 1951 (P.L.90, 
No.21), known as the Liquor Code, is repealed. 

 Section 21.  This act shall take effect immediately.  
 

On the question, 
 Will the House agree to the amendment? 
 

The SPEAKER. On that question, the Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Delaware, Mr. Gannon. 
 Mr. GANNON. Thank you, Mr. Speaker; thank you, 
Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, this amendment, some people call it a simple 
amendment, some people call it a comprehensive change to the 
Gaming Act, but basically it beefs up the enforcement and puts 
some restrictions on the commissioners. It changes some of the 
allocations to the counties and also beefs up the enforcement of 
the violations of the gaming law, Mr. Speaker, and I would ask 
for an affirmative vote. 
 The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 
 The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Bucks,  
Mr. Clymer. 
 Mr. CLYMER. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I also rise in support of amendment 6145.  
As the former speaker just alluded to, there are many good 
things that are in this amendment that this General Assembly 
had mentioned that we should be looking at, and the  
Attorney General, the KOZs (keystone opportunity zones), the 
procedure code, all these issues that were on the table are now, 
many of them are in the bill. Now, it is not a perfect 
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amendment, but it is one that I can support, and I would just ask 
the other members in the hall of the House to also give support 
to this omnibus amendment. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 
 The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Delaware,  
Mr. Vitali. 
 Mr. VITALI. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Will the maker of the amendment stand for brief 
interrogation? 
 The SPEAKER. The gentleman, Mr. Gannon, indicates he 
will stand for interrogation. The gentleman is in order. 
 Mr. VITALI. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 And frankly, I am not overly familiar with the details of this, 
so pardon me if my questions are at a basic level. 
 Does this in any way affect the preemption and zoning issues 
that arose in previous gaming legislation, for example, and 
specifically the right of Philadelphia or any other jurisdiction to 
limit where they will allow and not allow casinos to be? 
 Mr. GANNON. Yeah. There is a provision in this 
amendment that would really dissuade and prevent corrupt 
practices in large cities with respect to the location of gaming 
facilities. 
 Mr. VITALI. Well, let us focus in on Philadelphia, if we 
could. 
 Does this preempt the local zoning in Philadelphia and that 
process and those people appointed and elected in that zoning 
process, does that prevent them from going through the process 
of determining where a casino can and cannot be built? 
 Mr. GANNON. Mr. Speaker, I do not know the zoning 
practices in Philadelphia, so I do not know how it works. I do 
not live in Philadelphia. Maybe you are more familiar with it 
than I am. So all I can tell you is, this prevents corrupt practices, 
the opportunity for corrupt practices in large cities, and  
I assume that would be Philadelphia. 
 Mr. VITALI. Does this affect, does this affect the city of 
Philadelphia and where the city of Philadelphia can choose to 
locate casinos? 
 Mr. GANNON. My honest answer, Mr. Speaker, is, I do not 
know why the city of Philadelphia would want to be involved in 
location of casinos. I do not know why they would be. I mean,  
I could speculate, but I do not know why—

Mr. VITALI. Well, that is not really what I am asking, why 
they would or would not want to. I am asking if your legislation 
affects the city of Philadelphia’s decision as to where they 
would allow and not allow casinos. 
 Mr. GANNON. Well, the answer, as I stated before, if the 
city of Philadelphia had no reason to be involved in the location 
of a casino, then the amendment would not affect them. 
 Mr. VITALI. Does this affect the city of Philadelphia’s right 
to zone where casinos are and are not? 
 Mr. GANNON. I do not understand because I I do not 
understand your questioning because I do not know how 
Philadelphia’s zoning procedure is or what their operation is or 
how it is done. You know, I do not know who does it or how 
they do it. I just do not pay a lot of attention to Philadelphia’s 
zoning issues. I have, you know, zoning issues in my own 
county and my own district and my own township that are more 
important to me than what Philadelphia does or does not do as 
far as zoning is concerned. 

 Mr. VITALI. Well, I am not really asking you about the 
contents of Philadelphia’s zoning code. I am asking you about 
the contents of your legislation, and does the language in your 
legislation affect the city of Philadelphia’s ability to zone where 
casinos are? I do not know, frankly, Mr. Speaker, how I can ask 
the question any clearer than that. I mean, it may be amusing for 
people to watch two lawyers joust, but at the end of the day— 
 The SPEAKER. Mr. Vitali? Mr. Vitali? 
 Mr. VITALI. —the question is out there and you can answer 
it or not answer it. 
 The SPEAKER. Mr. Vitali? You are arguing, Mr. Vitali. 
 Mr. Gannon. 
 Mr. GANNON. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I am trying to answer your question to the best 
of my ability and the best as I understand Philadelphia’s zoning 
laws, which I do not understand because I do not have anything 
to do with them. Now, if you do not like the answer—  Let me 
make a suggestion. What section of the bill are you referring to, 
or the amendment, excuse me? What section of the amendment 
are you referring to? What page and what line number are you 
referring to, and then we can read it together and see if we can 
come to some type of understanding of what it says. 
 Mr. VITALI. I am not referring to any specific line of your 
45-page amendment. I am asking the question, does anything in 
this 45-page amendment affect the right of the city of 
Philadelphia to zone where casinos are? It is a very simple 
question. If you answer it yes or no, I will move along to 
another question. 
 Mr. GANNON. If you cannot refer me to a specific page and 
line or line numbers in the amendment, then I cannot answer 
your question. So let us move on to the next question, if you can 
refer to a specific line and page number. 
 Mr. VITALI. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I was just handed a copy of your amendment, and so let us— 
I am reading it for the first time, but it is page 44, line 27. Could 
you explain what that section, 1905, does with regard to 
affecting the city of Philadelphia’s right to zone where casinos 
are and are not? 
 Mr. GANNON. “The conduct of gaming in cities of the  
first class as permitted under this…” act, “including the  
physical location of any licensed facility, shall not be prohibited 
or otherwise regulated by any ordinance, home rule charter 
provision, resolution, rule or regulation of a city of the  
first class.” 
 Mr. VITALI. Does that mean that this act preempts 
Philadelphia’s zoning? 
 Mr. GANNON. That means that that language speaks for 
itself. 
 Mr. VITALI. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I understand that 
answer, and I hope the rest of the chamber does also. 
 If I may continue? 
 The SPEAKER. The gentleman is in order. 
 Mr. VITALI. Again, and I am not—  I do not have any 
preconceived notions or knowledge about this amendment. I am 
just trying to understand what is in it. It is a large amendment. 
 Mr. GANNON. And I want to help you. 
 Mr. VITALI. And I feel that in my heart, that that is true. But 
there is a statement here in the presession report that one of the 
main points of this is it changes the financial interest provisions 
of the gaming law. Could you just explain how those financial 
interest provisions are changed? 
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Mr. GANNON. You are referring to what, a pregaming 
report? You said you referred to some kind of a report? 
 Mr. VITALI. Let me just rephrase that question. 
 Does this amendment change the financial interest provisions 
of the gaming law we enacted, and if so, how? 
 Mr. GANNON. Could you refer me to a specific page and 
line number that you are talking about? 
 Mr. VITALI. No, I cannot. 
 Mr. GANNON. Well, then I cannot answer your question. 
 Mr. VITALI. Mr. Speaker, you can or you will not? Are you 
familiar with the contents of your amendment? This is your 
language, not mine. 
 The SPEAKER. The gentleman will suspend; suspend. 
 The gentleman, Mr. Vitali, has every right to ask a question, 
but if he is not satisfied with the answer, he could move on, not 
to be engaging in argument on the floor of the House of 
Representatives. It is simply to ask questions. 
 Mr. GANNON. Mr. Speaker, I am trying to help you 
understand this amendment, which you have not read before 
you came to the floor. So what we will do is, if you have a 
particular section that you have not read before and you want to 
look at it, I would be glad to go through it with you and we can 
both understand what it says. I am trying to help you out here. 
 Mr. VITALI. Okay. Maybe you can help me out. 
 Do you understand the contents of your amendment? 
 Mr. GANNON. Oh, yes, I do. I am trying to help you 
understand. 
 Mr. VITALI. Have you read the amendment? 
 Mr. GANNON. Yes. 
 Mr. VITALI. Do you know its contents? 
 Mr. GANNON. Yes. 
 Mr. VITALI. Anywhere in those contents does it change the 
provisions relating to financial interests of legislators and public 
officials with regard to ownership of casinos? 
 Mr. GANNON. Could you please refer me to a specific page 
and line number that you are referencing so we can go through 
it together and understand what it says? I am trying to help you 
out, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. VITALI. Is there more than one section which relates to 
the financial interests allowed by public officials? 
 Mr. GANNON. Refer me to the section; we will go through 
that, and if there is another section, refer me to that and we will 
go through that. We will go through every section you refer me 
to, and we will try to help you understand it. 
 Mr. VITALI. Now, you can refuse to answer my question 
and I need to accept that and I will accept that, but again, for 
one last time, is there anything in this, any language in your 
amendment that affects or changes—

The SPEAKER. Mr. Vitali? Mr. Vitali? You have asked the 
same question three times, Mr. Vitali. 
 Mr. VITALI. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 The SPEAKER. Mr. Gannon has answered the question. 
 Mr. VITALI. I will take that as a refusal to answer and move 
along, Mr. Speaker. I have other questions. 
 The SPEAKER. The gentleman has that right. 
 Mr. GANNON. And I will take that as a refusal to ask the 
question. 
 The SPEAKER. The gentleman also has that right. 
 Mr. VITALI. Okay. Could you explain the provisions of this 
45-page amendment as it relates to a $1.5 million allocation to 
county fairs? 

 Mr. GANNON. Could you refer me to the page and  
line number? 
 Mr. VITALI. That would be section 1407. 
 Mr. GANNON. I am sorry, Mr. Speaker. What— 
 Mr. VITALI. That was section 1407. 
 Mr. GANNON. Any particular subparagraph or subprovision 
within that section? 
 Mr. VITALI. No, just generally. 
 Mr. GANNON. Well, I do not have the whole section 1407, 
so you know, you have to give me a specific

Mr. VITALI. You do not have your amendment in front of 
you? 
 Mr. GANNON. Yes, but I do not have the specific I need 
the specific language, specific section you are referring to. 
 Mr. VITALI. Page 30, lines 21 through 42. 
 Mr. GANNON. Okay. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 “(c.1) County fairs. – (1) Within the Pennsylvania Gaming 
and Economic Development and Tourism Fund there is 
established a restricted revenue account to be known as the 
County Fair Capital Improvement and Harness Racing Account. 
Money deposited into the account shall be nonlapsing and are 
appropriated on a continuing basis,” – Mr. Speaker, are you 
listening? – “with the approval of the Governor, to the 
Department of Agriculture. Any income derived from 
investment of money in the account shall be credited to the 
account. 
 “(2) The sum of $1,500,000 shall be annually transferred 
from the Pennsylvania Gaming and Economic Development and 
Tourism Fund into the County Fair Capital Improvement and 
Harness Racing Account. 
 “(3) Money in the County Fair Capital Improvement and 
Harness Racing Account shall be used by the Department of 
Agriculture to make matching grants for capital improvements 
to facilities at county fairgrounds, including harness racing 
tracks located at county fairgrounds. Grants for capital 
improvements shall not exceed 50% of the costs of the project 
and shall be made by the Secretary of Agriculture, in 
consultation with the State Association of County Fairs.” 
 That is the answer to the question, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. VITALI. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I would like to continue, but I would like to comment that  
I think it is wonderful that we are really actually taking a close 
look at this language, and I want to thank the maker of the 
amendment for that. 
 Mr. GANNON. You are welcome, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. VITALI. Now, getting back to the question with regard 
to the financial interests of, how this amendment might change 
the requirements with regard to the financial interests of elected 
and other officials, and I asked you how that changed current 
law. I think the section we are dealing with, and again, you can 
read it if you want as a way to evade the answer, but what I am 
really asking is, how does the language on page 32, starting at 
lines 36 and going onto page 33, how does that change current 
law? 
 Mr. GANNON. I am sorry. What page were you referring to, 
Mr. Speaker? 
 Mr. VITALI. That would be page 31. 
 Mr. GANNON. And what line numbers, Mr. Speaker? 
 Mr. VITALI. It starts on line 17. 
 Mr. GANNON. Mr. Speaker, current law: “General rule. – 
Except as may be provided by rule or order of the Pennsylvania 
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Supreme Court, no executive-level State employee, public 
official, party officer or immediate family member…shall have, 
at or following the effective date of this…” act, “a financial 
interest in or be employed, directly or indirectly, by any 
licensed racing entity or licensed gaming entity....” 
 Mr. VITALI. Excuse me, Mr. Speaker. I just want to clarify. 
First of all, I think that is bracketed language. I think what you 
are reading is coming out. Second of all, you really do not 
have— 
 Mr. GANNON. You wanted to know what current law is, 
and that is current law. 
 Mr. VITALI. Okay. So it is your intention to read the entire 
section as an answer to how the two sections change? 
 Mr. GANNON. Well, Mr. Speaker, you have told us on the 
floor of the House, you have admitted you have not read it 
yourself, so I am trying to help you understand it, and the best 
way to understand something is to read it, so I am reading it. 
 Mr. VITALI. Mr. Speaker, I would prefer simply a summary 
of the two, existing law and the change. 
 Mr. GANNON. Well, considering, Mr. Speaker, and I do not 
mean to be facetious about that, but considering the level of 
understanding that you have with reference to this amendment,  
I think the best thing I can do for you is to read the actual 
language. 
 Mr. VITALI. I would ask you not to, but if you insist, I will 
sit down and enjoy the reading. 
 Mr. GANNON. Well, Mr. Speaker, I am not here for your 
enjoyment. I am here to give you information and help you 
make an informed vote, so if you are going to sit down and be 
entertained— 
 The SPEAKER. Would the gentleman, Mr. Vitali, and the 
gentleman, Mr. Gannon, please come to the rostrum. 
 

(Conference held at Speaker’s podium.) 
 

The SPEAKER. On the amendment, the Chair recognizes the 
gentleman, Mr. Veon. 
 Mr. VEON. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, unfortunately, for a lot of reasons that I want to 
articulate here today, I rise to strongly oppose the Gannon 
amendment. Mr. Speaker, I am very disappointed that we have 
come to this day at this time with this amendment on the floor. 
 The Democratic Caucus worked very, very, very hard. A vast 
majority of the Democratic members voted for and worked hard 
to pass gaming in the State of Pennsylvania in the first place. 
And, Mr. Speaker, I am disappointed that we have attempted to 
and offered to negotiate an amendment here that the members 
that passed the original gaming law could support on the House 
floor, to try to make some improvements that many of us want 
to do on the gaming law as it exists today, so, Mr. Speaker, I am 
very disappointed and have to rise to strongly oppose the 
amendment and the language that is on the House floor here 
today. 
 Mr. Speaker, I have heard some people even outside of the 
House chamber talk about tweaking the gaming law, making 
some small corrections in the gaming law, making some minor 
improvements, and many of us have said, yes, we should tweak 
the gaming law; we ought to make some minor improvements. 
There are some changes that some people could even call more 
significant that we ought to put into a cleanup amendment, an 
amendment to fix some of the changes in the gaming law,  
but this is not that amendment. And I say again, Mr. Speaker, 

that we wanted to work cooperatively with the gentleman,  
Mr. Gannon, the author of the amendment, and other  
like-minded Republicans to pass an amendment here on the 
House floor in a bipartisan fashion, with strong support from the 
Republican Caucus and the Democratic Caucus. This is not that 
amendment. 
 This is not a tweaking of the gaming law. This amendment is 
45 pages long. It impacts every section of the existing gaming 
law. It is not a cleanup amendment. It is a rewrite of the law, 
and, Mr. Speaker, it is a rewrite that is wrong for a number of 
different reasons that I want to get into here in a moment, such 
as this amendment could adversely affect the amount of revenue 
that comes into the State of Pennsylvania. This amendment 
could adversely affect the amount of revenue that the 
owner/operators of licensed facilities get in the State of 
Pennsylvania once they are up and running. It is bad public 
policy. It is unconstitutional, and I think, Mr. Speaker, most 
importantly, most importantly for this debate here on the  
House floor today, this bill creates more loopholes, more 
loopholes for public officials than it is in the existing gaming 
law today. Let me say that again. This amendment creates more 
loopholes for public officials in the State of Pennsylvania than 
exists in the current gaming law. In fact, Mr. Speaker, as I read 
this, despite the handful of good changes that this amendment 
proposes that we make, the reality is, at the end of the day, 
despite those minor good changes, this is one big fat loophole; 
one big fat loophole. Mr. Speaker, I strongly oppose this 
amendment, and let me talk about just several of these 
loopholes very quickly. 
 For those of you that have had a chance to see the 
amendment or have it on your screen, this amendment is—  
This particular loophole that I want to talk about I think is  
very egregious, it is bad public policy, it is dumb politics,  
and it should not be on the House floor today in the  
Gannon amendment. 
 Mr. Speaker, if you look at page 2 of this amendment, you 
will read a definition on lines 29 and 30, a definition of 
“complimentary service.” And please, if you have the chance 
here on the floor, follow this point because this will be the 
story— 
 The SPEAKER. Would the gentleman just suspend. 
 The gentleman has a right to be heard. Please, keep the noise 
levels down. Please break up the conferences in the back of the 
hall of the House and around the majority leader’s desk. 
 Mr. Veon, I am sorry. 
 Mr. VEON. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, this particular loophole is very important to 
understand, and everybody here always has a right and an 
obligation to vote the way you believe you should vote and vote 
on what you think is the right thing to do, and I respect that and 
understand it and appreciate it, but let us at least make sure you 
are voting on something that you clearly understand. 
 This will be the news story of the Gannon amendment in 
tomorrow’s papers, because it radically changes the definition 
of “complimentary service” in the existing gaming law; not only 
changes the definition of “complimentary service,” most 
importantly to those of us sitting here today and casting this 
vote, it changes the definition of “complimentary service” as it 
impacts public officials. 
 Mr. Speaker, we worked hard in the original gaming law to 
do the best we could to make sure that these kinds of loopholes 
did not exist in that law. And so if you look at page 2, lines 29 
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and 30, you will notice that there is a definition of 
“complimentary service.” You can read it for yourself. The 
most important three words in that definition are “at no cost”; 
“at no cost.” 
 Now, Mr. Speaker, if you would go to page 31 of the 
Gannon amendment, you will notice that section 1512, starts on 
line 17 on this amendment, that that whole entire section has 
been removed. Now, my hope is the gentleman, the author of 
this amendment, did not intend for this to happen, but whether 
he intended for it to happen or not – maybe it just so happens 
that he did not intend for it to happen – whether he intended for 
it to happen or not, that section is removed. The most important 
phrase in that section is on line 30, where it says, “or discount”; 
“or discount.” 
 So to be clear, if you look at page 2, line 30, and you read 
that definition and you understand that this section was 
removed, what you will understand is that the change, the 
loophole, created by the Gannon amendment that dramatically, 
significantly changes the existing gaming law says that you are 
prohibited from receiving a complimentary service but only if 
that service is at no cost, because that is the new language in the 
Gannon amendment. So what that means in practical terms is 
you could go to Las Vegas tomorrow, and as long as you paid 
$1, because that is a discount off of the room that is available in 
Las Vegas, as long as you pay $1, with this loophole, you can 
get a suite at any hotel in Las Vegas that you want. That is a 
loophole that is big enough to drive a truck through. It is the 
wrong thing to do. It is in the Gannon amendment. We should 
not allow that to happen. That is one example of a loophole that 
is in the Gannon amendment. 
 So despite all the other things we want to do and some good 
changes that we should make on a bipartisan basis, working 
together to come to a negotiated agreement, to come here with 
an amendment that most of the members here can support, 
despite all that, the headlines tomorrow will be, “Legislators get 
$1 discount for suites in Las Vegas hotels.” That is the story in 
tomorrow’s newspapers, and, Mr. Speaker, unfortunately, there 
are other loopholes in this amendment. 
 Mr. Speaker, in the Senate bill that we are amending here 
with the Gannon language, the Senate did something that  
I agree with, that should be in any bill that becomes law that 
fixes, tweaks, improves the existing gaming law, and what the 
Senate bill did on page 30 of the Senate bill is they banned 
board members, they banned the Gaming Board members from 
soliciting or contributing to political campaigns in 
Pennsylvania. That is an improvement in the Senate bill,  
SB 862, that I agree with, that should be in a bill that becomes 
law in the State of Pennsylvania. 
 Unfortunately, loophole number two, big huge loophole 
number two, the Gannon amendment removes the ban that is in 
the Senate bill that will now allow Gaming Board members to 
solicit and make political contributions in the State of 
Pennsylvania; another loophole big enough to drive a truck 
through. It is the wrong public policy. It is the wrong place to 
try to do this. It is a mistake, but it is loophole number two in 
the Gannon amendment. 
 Loophole number three, again, the Senate bill did something 
that I agree with. The Senate bill said, which the gentleman,  
Mr. Gannon, is attempting to amend here today, that all board 
members should be banned from soliciting contributions for 
nonprofit and charitable organizations. It makes a lot of sense.  
It is understandable that we should not allow the Gaming Board 

members to use their position of great influence, to use their 
position of great responsibility, to then go out as a board 
member, the Gaming Board in the State of Pennsylvania, and 
solicit funds for charitable nonprofit organizations. Worse than 
that for loophole number three, worse than that, what the 
Gannon amendment allows the board members to do, not just 
solicit contributions for charitable and nonprofit organizations, 
loophole number three in the Gannon amendment allows board 
members to solicit licensees in the State of Pennsylvania, 
gaming licenses, gaming licensees, gaming owners and 
operators, under the Gannon amendment, which amends the 
Senate bill that we are looking at here today, for loophole 
number three allows Gaming Board members to solicit the very 
owner/operators that are in front of them for a gaming license 
for charitable nonprofit organizations. It is bad public policy.  
It is bad politics. It should not be in this Gannon amendment 
here on the House floor today. We should not support it. 
 Big loophole number four, big loophole number four in the 
Gannon amendment, existing law, current law, that many of you 
voted for on the House floor says that anyone holding a gaming 
license outside the State of Pennsylvania, any owner/operator, 
any licensee anywhere in the country, anyone holding a gaming 
license anywhere in the country is prohibited from contributing 
to candidates in the State of Pennsylvania. Big loophole number 
four, Gannon does away with that prohibition. And, yes, you 
would not be able to get a contribution from a licensee in the 
State of Pennsylvania, of which, by the way, there are not any at 
the moment, you would not be able to get a contribution from 
somebody who is pending in front of the State Gaming Board 
today, but any other licensed gaming operator in the country 
who is not doing business in Pennsylvania, who is not in front 
of the Gaming Board today could do political contributions to 
anybody sitting on the House floor here today. Existing law has 
that prohibition. You already voted for it. The Gannon 
amendment removes that prohibition. It is big loophole number 
four. It is bad public policy, it is a bad idea, and it should not 
pass. 
 Mr. Speaker, I have a couple of other loopholes that I want to 
talk about, but I know that there are some other speakers that 
want to make some comments, and I want to come back with 
loophole numbers 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, and 10, but in the meantime,  
I just want to make one very quick point about a question that 
the gentleman from Delaware County was asking about the city 
of Philadelphia and local zoning preemption. Let us be clear, the 
Gannon amendment says that the city officials in Philadelphia 
will be prohibited from exercising any local zoning decisions 
whatsoever if the Gannon amendment passes. 
 Now, most of you have followed this, and you recognize that 
when the Supreme Court acted on the gaming law that we 
passed, one of the provisions they struck down was a provision 
that we did include in that law, a provision that we did include 
in that law that preempted local zoning statewide. Now, the 
Gannon amendment does not pick on Pittsburgh, it does not 
pick on Erie, it does not pick on Scranton, it does not say 
anything about any other municipality in Pennsylvania, but it 
says that the city of Philadelphia shall not be permitted to make 
any local zoning decision as it relates to a gaming license in 
their city. Now, that is debatable from some folks here. Some 
folks will say that is good, some folks will say that is bad, but 
one important point that I want to point out, the very same exact 
language that was in Act 71, the gaming law, the very same 
exact language that was in Act 71, the Supreme Court 
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specifically said that language in Act 71 is unconstitutional.  
So one way to approach it would be to change the language, 
fine-tune the language. Even if you wanted to preempt local 
zoning in Philadelphia, at the very least, Mr. Speaker, I would 
make the case that you ought to modify the language, change 
the language, fine-tune the language a little bit. Unfortunately, 
Mr. Speaker, the exact same language that the Supreme Court 
struck down in Act 71 is the exact same language that is in the 
Gannon amendment today. It is unconstitutional. It is bad public 
policy. It is bad politics. 
 I have given you four loopholes. I will be back later with 
some additional loopholes. This amendment should be defeated. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 
 The Chair recognizes the gentleman, Mr. Saylor. 
 Mr. SAYLOR. Mr. Speaker, I would like to ask the maker of 
the amendment questions. 
 The SPEAKER. The gentleman is in order. 
 Mr. SAYLOR. Mr. Speaker, on page 11, dealing with the 
board itself and it is also in another section covering House and 
Senate members, there is a reference to blind trust where House 
and Senate or board members – and there are two different 
sections in the law under blind trust. My understanding is that 
says that as a board member, if I am a board member, or as a 
member of the House of Representatives or the State Senate 
here in Pennsylvania, as long as I put my stocks in a blind trust, 
I can own interest in a gaming slot parlor here in Pennsylvania. 
The particular part that I am referring to is on page 11, line 31, 
talking about a blind trust for the board members, but it is also 
in there under the section that covers House and Senate 
members as well. 
 Mr. GANNON. Just give me a minute, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. SAYLOR. Sure. 
 The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the gentleman,  
Mr. Saylor. 
 Mr. SAYLOR. I would like to continue with a better 
explanation for you, Mr. Speaker, as to the question I am 
asking. I want to make sure I am clear on this. 
 My understanding, Mr. Speaker, is that if I currently own 
stock in a slot parlor or a business that is about to open one in 
Pennsylvania or any other kind of interest, I would have to sell 
that stock today as a member of the House before I could not 
put that in a blind trust – I am not sure I am clear here – I could 
not put that in a blind trust, because I already know it is in a 
blind trust, so any votes I make here—  So what I am saying is, 
my reading of this with different sections, Mr. Speaker, is that 
as a legislator, if I own stock in Penn National – I will use that 
as an example – I would have to sell that, but if I have a blind 
trust already existing as a member of the House, my person who 
handles my blind trust would not be forced to sell that interest 
necessarily because it is in a blind trust and I do not know what 
is in that blind trust. Am I correct in that? A board member 
would have to, before becoming a board member of the gaming 
commission or becoming a member of the House of 
Representatives, would have to divest his stock in a slot parlor. 
 Mr. GANNON. Mr. Speaker, the answer to the question is 
yes. 
 Mr. SAYLOR. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 

PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRY 

The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the gentlelady,  
Ms. Manderino. 
 Ms. MANDERINO. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I would first like to ask a parliamentary inquiry. 
 The SPEAKER. The gentlelady will state it. 
 Ms. MANDERINO. Thank you. 
 I am looking on page 44 of the Gannon amendment at 
section 17, which is lines 26 through 32 inclusive.  
My parliamentary inquiry is, since this is a section of itself, 
could I move to sever section 17 from this bill? 
 The SPEAKER. No, because there is no page number or line 
reference on those lines. 
 Ms. MANDERINO. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 

I would like to speak on the amendment. 
 The SPEAKER. The lady is in order. 
 Ms. MANDERINO. Thank you. 
 Section 17, which is the section that deals with the city of the 
first class, which is the city of Philadelphia, is patently unfair, 
and I think that regardless of where you live, you would agree 
with me. What section 17 says very simply is that local 
ordinances, and that means zoning ordinances, in the city of 
Philadelphia will not apply to the siting of gaming or slot 
parlors like it will in the other 66 counties. 
 Now, we all know and we all understand from the  
Gaming Act that we passed originally that the decision, the final 
decision about where a casino is sited is not in the hands of the 
local municipality, it is in the hands of the Gaming Control 
Board, but as the Supreme Court said in the parts of the bill that 
were struck down, the Gaming Control Board cannot ignore 
your local zoning ordinances. So what does that mean?  
That means that anywhere else in the State, whether it is in 
Delaware County or in Adams County or in Washington County 
or in Erie County, if there is a proposal for a site for possible 
gaming and that proposal is in an area that is zoned residential, 
the Gaming Control Board cannot overrule your local 
municipality and site a casino slots parlor in your residential 
neighborhood, and I think you would all agree that that is fair.  
If it is being proposed for a site that is properly zoned to take a 
gaming venue, then that is a choice that is in the hands of the 
Gaming Control Board. But they cannot come in and say we are 
going to plop this down in the neighborhood that is zoned 
residential and overrule your locality, but under this Gannon 
language, they can do that in Philadelphia. I think that is just 
wrong, not just to the citizens in my city, but quite frankly, it is 
wrong no matter where you come from. 
 No one in Philadelphia and in Philadelphia government is 
trying to avoid having gaming slot parlors in their district. As a 
matter of fact, they fought to have two of them in their district. 
So this is not a matter of Philadelphia is going to try to use some 
local zoning to keep casinos that we as the State have 
authorized out of the city. But Philadelphia and every other 
municipality in this Commonwealth ought to have the right to 
say, this is a neighborhood that is zoned residential; we want 
this neighborhood to stay residential; siting of a gaming license 
in a residentially zoned neighborhood is not appropriate, and 
you cannot approve a plan in an area like that. 
 In a matter of fairness, whether you are for gaming or against 
gaming, you ought to be against language like this that is 
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attempting to overrule and rewrite local zoning ordinances, and 
I ask for a “no” vote.  

THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 
(JERRY BIRMELIN) PRESIDING 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the lady and 
recognizes the Democrat leader, Mr. DeWeese. 
 Mr. DeWEESE. Would the gentleman, Mr. Gannon, submit 
to a brief interrogation? 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman indicates he is 
willing to stand for interrogation. You may begin. 
 Mr. DeWEESE. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, as happens many times on the floor, a comment 
or observation or question from one of the members sparks 
curiosity in some of the rest of us. 
 The gentlelady from Philadelphia, Ms. Manderino’s 
interrogation seemed to make some sense, and my question  
to you, sir, would be, if Mayor O’Connor in Pittsburgh,  
Mayor Pawlowski in Allentown, Mayor Doherty in Scranton  
are able to have sway and sanction ostensibly from the  
Supreme Court on where gaming opportunities might exist in 
those settings, why would the honorable gentleman from 
Delaware County shackle the city administration; the mayor, 
Mayor Street; the city council in Philadelphia? I do not know 
exactly what the difference is in the draftsman’s idea as to why 
Philly would be treated one way and the rest of the State another 
way, and that would help many of us if we knew why that was 
going on. Would the honorable gentleman please attempt to 
answer that question. 
 Mr. GANNON. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, first, it would be speculative of me to tell what 
mayors of other cities or towns in Pennsylvania may or may not 
do with respect to the regulation or location or whatever of a 
gaming facility. 
 The unfortunate fact is, Mr. Speaker, that the city of 
Philadelphia historically does not have a good track record, and 
what this provision does, quite frankly, is attempts to prevent 
the opportunity for mischief in the city of Philadelphia with 
respect to the physical location of a gaming facility. I wish 
Philadelphia had a better track record, but they do not, and that 
is unfortunate. I am sure that in the future that will change, but 
for the time being, this is simply to put guardrails on the 
opportunity for mischief, and that is why this language is in 
here. 
 Mr. DeWEESE. No further questions; just an observation. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman is in order. 
 Mr. DeWEESE. It has been stated again and again, but  
I guess during this debate it needs to be inculcated even more, 
and I would politely reject the gentleman’s conclusion. The city 
of Philadelphia has sponsored a 432-page study of where a 
series of potential gaming sites might be appropriate. I think 
they came up with approximately a half a dozen. I do not know 
that any other city has done that. The gentleman’s subjective 
commentary that Philadelphia is the scene of certain mischief 
and they are rendered having a bad track record is again very 
subjective. 
 So again, I think when we are in this room, in many, many 
cases we should try to have an egalitarian approach to 
legislation. We should treat all of these sites the same. If the 
Supreme Court made a pronouncement that local entities would 

be involved in the zoning process, then what is to make this 
different? Why is Erie not precluded from having a track or 
having the zoning effort that the gentleman is pursuing, 
especially when all of the mischief that has been going on in 
Erie has been in our front pages over the last 6 months? 
 So it just seems to me that it is an arbitrary and capricious 
effort on the amendment’s part and on the effort of the 
honorable gentleman to treat Philadelphia in a secondary 
fashion, and I just do not think that is appropriate or necessary 
or correct, and I do not think it will stand judicial overview. 
 This was already hurled back at us once. The jurists said that 
the local entities, the local municipalities would be involved in 
the zoning effort. I think the gentleman is trying to say that is 
okay for the whole State, they can have their zoning teams help 
decide where these facilities will be, but notwithstanding the 
fact that the city of Philadelphia has a 432-page study, has a  
half a dozen or so options that are favorably received by the 
study group that was launched by the city, the gentleman’s 
amendment would not let that go forward and the long arm of 
Harrisburg would intercede. 
 The honorable gentleman and many of his colleagues, many 
of his colleagues, including the handsome young man from 
Lancaster who will probably be the next speaker, has tried again 
and again and again and again to apotheosize on the efficacy of 
local government, and here the Gannon amendment, supported 
by ostensibly some of my good Republican friends, is not local 
control. It is the long arm of Harrisburg reaching into 
Philadelphia, just like the long arm of Harrisburg when you 
negated local government and took over the schools, when you 
negated local government and took over the Parking Authority. 
Now you are trying to negate local government again and come 
in and say that the local zoning authorities in the city of 
Philadelphia are inconsequential. Well, that is just not a rational 
and consistent argument by my honorable lawyer friend, the 
chairman who is proffering the amendment. 
 I would ask for its defeat. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the 
gentleman and recognizes the gentleman from Lancaster 
County, Mr. Denlinger. 
 Mr. DENLINGER. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Thank you to my friend, the colleague from Greene County 
who just spoke, for his compliment. It is much appreciated, and 
in spite of that fact, we do, of course, disagree on this situation. 
 Mr. Speaker, I stand today in support of amendment 6145, 
the Gannon amendment. As my colleagues here know, I have 
been an opponent of gambling over time, but I do believe that 
we need to start to take small steps at least to chip away at some 
of the problems that were incorporated into the gambling bill. 
 Soon after the law was passed, the General Assembly 
identified a number of concerns that required further legislative 
investigation. Amendment 6145 addresses many of these 
concerns. First, this amendment prohibits public officials as 
well as their spouses and minor children from holding a 
financial interest in a gaming facility. It is crucial that 
Pennsylvania citizens feel that public officials will not receive 
any financial gain as a result of the expansion of gambling in 
our State. 
 Second, this amendment requires the Attorney General’s 
Office to establish a gaming unit to investigate and institute 
criminal proceedings dealing with the expansion of gaming in 
Pennsylvania. 
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And finally, this amendment makes the board subject to the 
State’s right-to-know laws and open meetings acts. The board 
must also establish a Web site to list applicants and licensees 
and their information. It is vitally important that the citizens of 
Pennsylvania have open access to the Gaming Control Board 
and their actions. If we are going to have an expansion of 
gaming in this State, the process needs to be absolutely open 
and transparent to allow citizens to have full confidence in our 
actions. 
 Mr. Speaker, I stand in support of the Gannon amendment, 
and I encourage an affirmative vote. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the 
gentleman and recognizes the gentleman from Chester County, 
Mr. Schroder. 
 Mr. SCHRODER. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, for the reasons just eloquently cited by my 
colleague from Lancaster County, I, too, rise in support of the 
Gannon amendment. 
 Earlier during the debate, Representative Veon listed 
loopholes 1 through 5, and I see he is at the dais again probably 
prepared to give us 6 through 10 of his loopholes. I would just 
like to say this: The Gannon amendment makes very many  
good steps in the right direction. I say we should pass the 
Gannon amendment. There are amendments still to come that 
will address many of the same objections that have already been 
identified by members on the other side of the aisle. 
 So I would ask for support in passing the Gannon 
amendment and then ask for support for passing a 
comprehensive amendment that I will offer and some 
standalone amendments that others may offer that will address 
many of the same topics that they have just outlined. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the 
gentleman and recognizes, for the second time, the gentleman 
from Bucks County, Mr. Clymer. 
 Mr. CLYMER. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, just to embrace those words from my colleague 
from Chester County, I also have amendments that will close 
some of the loopholes that the gentleman from Beaver County  
is concerned about. 
 It is quite interesting, a reflection: As everyone has gotten up 
to speak about the fact that local government should have 
oversight as to where these casino licenses should be placed 
within their local municipality, I remind the members, 
Mr. Speaker, that prior to the vote of July 2004, we had 
amendments to deal with this issue. Many of us who opposed 
the gambling bill had stated that this bill, one of the things about 
it being unconstitutional, it has taken away the right of local 
government to decide where a casino would go, that we had 
stripped bare that very important right. Apparently, our words 
fell on deaf ears because we could not get the votes to change 
that issue on the amendments. 
 So I wanted to share those insights, Mr. Speaker, and  
thank you. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the 
gentleman and recognizes the gentleman from Philadelphia 
County, Mr. Thomas. 
 Mr. THOMAS. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, it is healthy to debate, it is healthy sometimes 
to have a difference of opinion, but, Mr. Speaker, I rise to ask 

that the record be stricken of the comments made by the author 
of this amendment with respect to Philadelphia County. 
 Mr. Speaker, our Speaker comes from Philadelphia County; 
the chairman of the House Urban Affairs Committee comes 
from Philadelphia County; the chairman of the Judiciary 
Committee comes from Philadelphia County; the chairmen, 
both the minority and majority chairs, of Health and Human 
Services come from Philadelphia County. Philadelphia County 
is not a bad place; it is not a corrupt municipality. It is not a 
municipality, a county, that we need to look at with a jaundiced 
eye outside of the context of looking at other counties that have 
also had similar problems. And so, Mr. Speaker, we need to 
shut this debate down if the debate is going to paint this broad 
brush of 1 of 66 counties in the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania. 
 Mr. Speaker, the previous speakers have been correct; they 
are on point. Unless there is some public policy, public policy 
concerns that we need to deal with regarding the issue of 
preemption, preemption is not a doctrine that we need to be 
selectively applying, and what we have done through this 
amendment is selectively pulled out this one county, this  
one county, this one county, and said that this county would not 
be allowed to have input in the location and in the operations of 
slot parlors in Philadelphia County. It is wrong today. It is 
wrong tomorrow. It is wrong at any time. Preemption is not a 
doctrine that we should be selectively applying to one county 
over another. 
 And so I rise to say “no” to the Gannon amendment and to 
urge you, who is sitting in for the Speaker, to strike from the 
record those comments, those delirious, those bad comments 
about Philadelphia County, unless the speaker has some facts to 
support it and must be able to support it as it relates to other 
counties also, because Philadelphia County is not the only 
county that has had some issues that it needs to deal with. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the 
gentleman and recognizes the gentleman from Carbon County, 
Mr. McCall. 
 Mr. McCALL. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would ask for a “no” vote on the Gannon 
amendment for a different reason. 
 For the members’ information, if you live in Pike County, 
Wayne County, Lackawanna County, Luzerne County, 
Northampton County, Carbon County, there was a proviso in 
the law that allowed for the sharing of revenues from gross 
terminal receipts for contiguous counties where licenses would 
be issued. So if Monroe County would get a license, the 
contiguous counties would share in those gross terminal 
revenues for economic development purposes, redevelopment 
assistance, things like that, infrastructure development, 
community improvement programs. The language in the 
Gannon amendment changes that and removes the contiguous 
county language, so therefore, the counties in the northeast or 
the counties surrounding Monroe County would not share in 
any of those gross terminal receipts. 
 For counties that I think, especially Carbon and Luzerne, 
Lackawanna, all of those counties, we will certainly experience 
some ancillary growth and impacts to our infrastructure based 
on gambling being located in Monroe County or maybe  
Carbon County for that matter, but I think for all those members 
that live in those areas, they should be made aware of it, and  
I would ask for a negative vote on the amendment. 
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Monroe County, Mr. Scavello. 
 Mr. SCAVELLO. Mr. Speaker, I rise to support the Gannon 
amendment. 
 In regard to the previous speaker, the way the legislation was 
written back a year ago when I threw it into the can in caucus, 
let us talk about this legislation. Fifth- through eighth-class 
counties must share their economic development money with 
contiguous counties. Monroe County at the time that we voted 
for that bill had approximately 154,000, 155,000 in population. 
A fourth-class county is 145,000 in population. Today our 
county is approximately 170,000, 171,000. The way that 
legislation was written, we would have to share the economic 
development moneys forever. Here we are singling out  
one county, and it is wrong. 
 I am asking the members of this body to listen to the 
previous speakers who were saying that Philadelphia should not 
be treated any differently. Well, Mr. Speaker, Monroe County 
should not be treated any differently as well. 
 I ask for an affirmative vote. Thank you. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the 
gentleman and recognizes the gentleman from Beaver County 
for the second time, Mr. Veon. 
 Mr. VEON. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I understand that the gentleman, the author of 
this amendment, is a good man and a good member. 
Unfortunately, he is saddled with a very bad amendment. 
 Mr. Speaker, I rose the first time and talked about  
four important loopholes, and I made the case and I will make it 
again that despite all of the positive improvements that we 
should make in this House chamber in a bill to improve the 
gaming law, Act 71, this is not the amendment to do it, and  
I regret and am disappointed that we have not been able to 
approach this on a bipartisan basis, as we did the gaming law, to 
make the improvements. I think everybody understands that 
many members on this side worked very hard and take a lot of 
pride in the fact that we passed that law. 
 And so again, I am disappointed that we have not been able 
to work in a bipartisan way to make improvements in that 
existing law. We could have done it another way, but as I said 
before, the bottom line is that despite the good things here,  
I would say I can fairly characterize this as one big fat loophole 
for public officials. I mentioned four. 
 Let me go to number five, which is on page 20, line 56. You 
can read the section for yourself. But as I read that section, 
Mr. Speaker, it raises a lot of questions in my mind, and I can 
tell you as I stand here looking at that language that I am not 
quite certain whom it helps, but you look at that language and 
you can see that it is a prescription for someone somewhere  
in the State of Pennsylvania. That is a paragraph, that is a 
section of the amendment that is specifically inserted into this 
Gannon amendment to provide somebody somewhere, 
somehow, something. I could speculate and I have some ideas 
about who it is and who is trying to be helped, but most 
importantly for at least my opinion and certainly for this debate 
on the House floor today, it is one big fat loophole for 
somebody in the State of Pennsylvania to take advantage of. 
Someday somewhere some article is going to identify who was 
the person that this loophole was written for in the Gannon 
amendment; loophole number five. 
 Loophole number six: page 34 of the Gannon amendment, 
line 58. Read the language yourself. And again, Mr. Speaker,  

as I read that language, I am not certain whom this language 
helps, whom specifically it was written for, but you read it, and 
you could see that in some way, shape, or form it is very 
defined, very narrow, very clear, and very definitive, and in my 
judgment, a very definitive way to help someone somewhere, 
somehow, do something in the State of Pennsylvania, and I will 
say again that someday in some newspaper somewhere in 
Pennsylvania, they are going to say whom this section of the 
law was inserted into this amendment to help. Regardless of 
whom and how and when, Mr. Speaker, it is big fat loophole 
number six. Big fat loophole number six is helping somebody 
with a clearly defined, narrow section of the Gannon 
amendment. 
 Again, the gentleman is a good man, he is a good member, 
but this is a bad amendment that he has been saddled with. 
 Mr. Speaker, rather than take much more time here today and 
go through the rest of the 10 loopholes, I can assure you that  
I have at least 10 more loopholes that I could talk about on the 
House floor here today, but numbers 1, 2, 3, and 4 are so bad  
I am just going to use them to get to 10 for this purpose of this 
debate and this discussion today. 
 Some members made the point that we are making 
improvements in this law on the authority that the  
Attorney General has and should have and can have in the 
gaming law, and in fact, that is a very good point. That is true,  
it is accurate, and those are improvements that are made in this 
amendment, but we should not use the cloak of making 
improvements to the gaming law for the authority that the 
Attorney General should have to allow loopholes 1 through 10 
to stand. At the very least, we should not pass an amendment 
that does say that for $1 any member sitting here on the House 
floor can go to Las Vegas and get a suite. That was not the 
intention of the gaming law. It should not be permitted by the 
Pennsylvania General Assembly. That alone should be reason 
enough, that loophole alone should be reason enough to defeat 
the Gannon amendment. 
 Mr. Speaker, I just would make a case one more time that we 
can do better. We can come up with a bipartisan bill that we can 
work with in the Senate, and we can make some positive, 
necessary changes to the existing gaming law to put this State 
on very sound footing going forward with a very important law 
that will employ thousands of people, revenue at stake, 
development at stake, positive futures for many of our 
communities at stake. Let us do it the right way. Defeat the 
Gannon amendment. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the 
gentleman. 
 Are there any other members who wish to speak before  
Mr. Gannon concludes? 
 The gentleman, Mr. Gannon, is recognized. 
 Mr. GANNON. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, we have heard a number of speakers get up  
and talk about reasons why you should vote against the  
Gannon amendment, several perceived and I believe imaginary 
loopholes as reasons. 
 However, let me just go over a couple of reasons why you 
should vote for the Gannon amendment. You will be voting  
for granting jurisdiction and investigatory powers to the 
Attorney General; you will be voting for making the  
Right-to-Know Law apply to the gaming commission; you will 
be voting for making the board subject to open meetings;  
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you will be for making the board subject to our Ethics Act;  
you will be voting for elimination of the 1-percent ownership 
interest issue, which many of you know is very controversial; 
you will be voting for imposing the financial interests and 
employment restrictions on employees of the board and 
independent contractors of the board; and you will be voting to 
strengthen the powers of the State Police with respect to 
background checks and criminal prosecutions. So you will be 
voting for issues that are very, very important to making 
Pennsylvania’s gaming law the best gaming law in the  
United States. 
 But before I finish, let me address one issue with respect to 
the complimentary services and why that language should be 
changed and why it is changed in my amendment. As a 
government official, if you attend a conference, for example, at 
a Hilton Hotel, you are entitled to a government rate. That is a 
discount. Under the current law, it could be argued that if you 
go to a conference and stay at a Hilton Hotel, because they have 
a gaming interest, maybe a Marriott, or even a Holiday Inn, any 
organization that has any gaming interest, and you ask for the 
government rate, you are asking for a discount, and you can go 
to jail for 1 year and pay a $1,000 fine. You will have to pay the 
full rack rate for that hotel room or for that service. That is why 
that language was changed. And if you are a government 
official and you have an AARP card or you are a member of 
AAA (American Automobile Association) and you make a 
reservation to go on vacation with your family and you have the 
audacity to ask for the AAA rate at the Hilton or the Marriott, 
you have broken the law. You can go to jail for a year simply 
because you use your AAA card to get a discount for your 
vacation at a hotel chain that has a gambling interest. That is 
what this does. This changes that so you can use your AAA, 
Representative Micozzie can use his AARP card, and you can 
go to a conference and pay the government rate for that 
conference. 
 So I wanted to clarify that alleged loophole and explain to 
the members why that was changed and why that was put in 
there, and with that, Mr. Speaker, I would ask for a “yes” vote 
on the Gannon amendment. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 

On the question recurring, 
 Will the House agree to the amendment? 
 

The following roll call was recorded: 
 

YEAS–110 
 
Adolph Fichter Mackereth Rohrer 
Allen Fleagle Maitland Ross 
Argall Flick Major Rubley 
Armstrong Forcier Marsico Sather 
Baker Gabig McGill Saylor 
Baldwin Gannon McIlhattan Scavello 
Barrar Geist McIlhinney Schroder 
Bastian Gillespie McNaughton Semmel 
Benninghoff Gingrich Metcalfe Smith, B. 
Beyer Godshall Micozzie Smith, S. H. 
Birmelin Good Millard Sonney 
Boyd Grell Miller, R. Stairs 
Bunt Harhart Miller, S. Steil 
Cappelli Harper Mustio Stern 
Causer Harris Nailor Stevenson, R. 
Civera Hasay Nickol Stevenson, T. 
Clymer Hennessey O’Brien Taylor, E. Z. 

Cornell Herman O’Neill Taylor, J. 
Crahalla Hershey Payne True 
Creighton Hess Petri Turzai 
Dally Hickernell Phillips Watson 
Denlinger Hutchinson Pickett Wilt 
DiGirolamo Kauffman Pyle Wright 
Diven Keller, M. Quigley Yewcic 
Ellis Keller, W. Rapp Zug 
Evans, J. Kenney Raymond 
Fairchild Killion Reed Perzel, 
Feese Leh Reichley     Speaker 
 

NAYS–88 
 
Bebko-Jones Fabrizio Manderino Santoni 
Belardi Frankel Mann Shaner 
Belfanti Freeman Markosek Shapiro 
Biancucci George McCall Siptroth 
Blackwell Gerber Melio Solobay 
Blaum Gergely Mundy Staback 
Buxton Goodman Oliver Stetler 
Caltagirone Grucela Pallone Sturla 
Casorio Gruitza Parker Surra 
Cawley Haluska Petrarca Tangretti 
Cohen Hanna Petrone Thomas 
Corrigan Harhai Pistella Tigue 
Costa James Preston Veon 
Cruz Josephs Ramaley Vitali 
Curry Kirkland Readshaw Walko 
Daley Kotik Rieger Wansacz 
DeLuca LaGrotta Roberts Waters 
Dermody Leach Roebuck Wheatley 
DeWeese Lederer Rooney Williams 
Donatucci Lescovitz Ruffing Wojnaroski 
Eachus Levdansky Sainato Youngblood 
Evans, D. Maher Samuelson Yudichak 
 

NOT VOTING–0 
 

EXCUSED–3 
 
Bishop McGeehan Myers 
 

The majority having voted in the affirmative, the question 
was determined in the affirmative and the amendment was 
agreed to. 
 

On the question, 
 Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration as 
amended? 
 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair would like to inquire 
of the majority leader if he intends to offer his amendment 
today, amendment No. 6153? 
 Mr. S. SMITH. Mr. Speaker, yes, there is one amendment 
that we wanted to offer. We will clarify the amendment number 
for you in a second. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The number we have for you is 
6153. 
 Mr. S. SMITH. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. That would be it. 
 

On the question recurring, 
 Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration as 
amended? 
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Mr. S. SMITH offered the following amendment No. 
A06153: 
 

Amend Sec. 11 (Sec. 1513), page 35, by inserting between  
lines 46 and 47 (A06145) 
 (6)  A person who holds a similar gaming license in 

another jurisdiction and the affiliates, intermediaries, 
subsidiaries, holding companies, officers, directors or persons 
with a controlling interest therein or key employees thereof.
Amend Sec. 11 (Sec. 1513), page 35, line 48 (A06145), by 

striking out “persons” and inserting 
 individuals

Amend Sec. 11 (Sec. 1513), page 35, lines 58 and 59; page 36, 
lines 1 through 10 (A06145), by striking out all of said lines on said 
pages and inserting 
 (1)  The board shall establish an Internet website that 

includes a list of all applicants for and holders of a slot machine 
license, manufacturer license, supplier license or racing entity 
license, and the affiliates, intermediaries, subsidiaries, holding 
companies, officers, directors or persons with a controlling 
interest therein and key employees thereof, all persons and 
officers, directors or persons with a controlling interest holding a 
similar gaming license in another jurisdiction and the affiliates, 
intermediaries, subsidiaries, holding companies, officers, 
directors or persons with a controlling interest therein and key 
employees thereof, and any other entity in which the applicant or 
licensee has any debt or equity security or other ownership or 
profits interest. An applicant or licensee shall notify the board 
within seven days of the discovery of any change in or addition 
to the information. The list shall be published semiannually in the 
Pennsylvania Bulletin.
Amend Sec. 11 (Sec. 1513), page 36, by inserting between  

lines 14 and 15 (A06145) 
 (3)  The board shall request the information required 

under paragraph (1) from persons licensed in another jurisdiction 
who do not hold a license in this Commonwealth and from 
regulatory agencies in the other jurisdiction. If a licensee in 
another jurisdiction refuses to provide the information required 
under paragraph (1), the person and its officers, directors or 
persons with a controlling interest shall be ineligible to receive 
any license under this part.

On the question, 
 Will the House agree to the amendment? 
 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. On that question, the 
gentleman, Mr. Smith, is recognized. 
 Mr. S. SMITH. Mr. Speaker, this amendment deals with the 
political contributions from individuals who are licensed as a 
gaming facility somewhere else in the country outside of the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. The current law I believe, 
Mr. Speaker, prohibits anybody that is an applicant or licensed 
within Pennsylvania from being directly involved in political 
activity via contributions. And to me, Mr. Speaker, although  
I am not sure that that is not a— Well, I am not sure I agree 
with that whole direction. It seems to me that if you are going to 
disallow someone from being a contributor to political 
campaigns that is licensed within Pennsylvania, that the entire 
universe should be put on a level playing field. 
 So fundamentally, Mr. Speaker, if XYZ corporation is not 
licensed in Pennsylvania but is licensed in Las Vegas, they 
would be prohibited from contributing the same as corporation 
ABC who may be licensed in both Vegas and Pennsylvania, and 
I would ask the members to support the amendment. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the 
gentleman and recognizes the gentleman from Delaware 
County, Mr. Vitali. 
 Mr. VITALI. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Will the maker of the amendment stand for brief 
interrogation? 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman, Mr. Smith, 
indicates he is willing to do so. You may proceed. 
 Mr. VITALI. Now, I apologize because I know you just 
stated this, but I still do not have my mind around how this 
restricts political contributions. Could you just one more time 
tell me how this restricts political contributions, and I assume  
it applies to gaming licensees? 
 Mr. S. SMITH. Mr. Speaker, if a gaming licensee in 
Pennsylvania is prohibited from contributing to campaigns, i.e., 
making a campaign contribution, what this amendment does is 
says that a similar gaming licensee from another State would be 
also prohibited from contributing directly to campaigns via 
campaign contributions. 
 Mr. VITALI. Like, for example, let us say Harrah’s Casino 
has a license in Philadelphia and a law would be passed 
prohibiting casino licensees from contributing to Pennsylvania 
candidates, are you saying your amendment would prohibit 
Harrah’s Las Vegas from making political contributions to  
out-of-State people? I am still not getting this. 
 Mr. S. SMITH. Mr. Speaker, there are various candidates 
running for State office in Pennsylvania. Currently someone 
with a gaming license or who has applied for a gaming license 
in Pennsylvania is prohibited from contributing money to your 
campaign. However, if some entity who is not applying for a 
license in Pennsylvania but is licensed elsewhere around the 
country, in New Jersey or Las Vegas or wherever, they are 
permitted to contribute. All I am saying is, a gaming license  
is a gaming license is a gaming license regardless if it is  
a Pennsylvania individual, licensed individual, or a  
Nevada-licensed individual. 
 Mr. VITALI. Okay. Let me see if I can get this correctly.  
So let us say Harrah’s is applying in Pennsylvania. They clearly 
cannot contribute to me as an officeholder. So does your 
amendment say Harrah’s Las Vegas also cannot contribute to 
me, or is your amendment saying nobody in the universe of 
holders of licenses anywhere in the United States can contribute 
to me? 
 Mr. S. SMITH. For the third time, the latter part of your 
question. I am excluding the entire universe. 
 Mr. VITALI. Okay. Just to be clear, no one— If you operate 
a gambling— 
 Mr. S. SMITH. Mr. Speaker?  
 Mr. VITALI. —establishment anywhere, this amendment 
prohibits— 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the gentleman suspend. 
Mr. Vitali, would you suspend for a moment. 
 Mr. Smith, did you have a question of the Chair? 
 Mr. S. SMITH. I just want to know if there was a limit on 
how many times the same question can be asked?  
 Mr. VITALI. I am just going to plead— 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mr. Vitali, you have not been 
recognized. Hold off for a minute, please. 
 To answer your question, Mr. Smith, I would think four 
times would be enough, and this is the fourth inquiry. 
 Mr. Vitali, as Mr. Smith indicated, I think you have asked 
the same question slightly differently but four different times, 
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and I think he has given you the same answer four different 
times. So if you have any further questions, I would encourage 
you to ask them at this time. 
 Mr. VITALI. No; I think I get it, and I realize I am kind of 
slow. So this amendment basically says you just cannot give 
money to, if you operate casinos anywhere in the United States, 
regardless of whether you are involved in Pennsylvania at all, 
you simply cannot contribute to Pennsylvania candidates. Is that 
it? Yes or no. Is that it? 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. I think Mr. Smith has indicated 
the answer to your question is yes. 
 Mr. VITALI. Thank you. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. You are welcome. 
 Mr. VITALI. Then I would urge support. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. We appreciate that support. 
 The gentleman, Mr. Thomas, from Philadelphia County is 
recognized. Mr. Thomas waives off. 

PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman from Chester 
County, Mr. Schroder. 
 Mr. SCHRODER. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, just a brief point of parliamentary inquiry. 
 If this amendment goes into the bill, would it cause any other 
amendments to be out of order, specifically amendment 
A06166? 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. Would you repeat the 
amendment number that you asked specifically about? 
 Mr. SCHRODER. Sure. A06166. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. Which is yours, I assume,  
if I see here. 
 Mr. SCHRODER. That is correct; it is one of mine. 

GUEST INTRODUCED 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. While we are waiting for a 
decision on that, the Chair welcomes Anita Russo, owner of  
the Flint Hill Farm in Lehigh County. She is the guest of 
Representative Karen Beyer, and she is in the balcony. 
Welcome to Harrisburg, Ms. Russo. 

CONSIDERATION OF SB 862 CONTINUED 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The response to your question 
on parliamentary inquiry is that your amendment is still in order 
and can be presented at a later time. 
 Mr. SCHRODER. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I appreciate the time you took to look into that, and we just 
ask for support for the Smith amendment. 
 Thank you. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman, Mr. Thomas, 
do you seek to be recognized on this amendment? No. 
 Is that a yes or a no? I am sorry; I am not sure what you are 
saying. 
 Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, no, I do not seek recognition.  
I spoke to the majority leader. He cleared up any discrepancies 
that I had, and I appreciate that he did that. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the 
gentleman. 

 Are there any other members wishing to speak on this 
particular amendment? 
 

On the question recurring, 
 Will the House agree to the amendment? 
 

The following roll call was recorded: 
 

YEAS–198 
 
Adolph Feese Maher Ruffing 
Allen Fichter Maitland Sainato 
Argall Fleagle Major Samuelson 
Armstrong Flick Manderino Santoni 
Baker Forcier Mann Sather 
Baldwin Frankel Markosek Saylor 
Barrar Freeman Marsico Scavello 
Bastian Gabig McCall Schroder 
Bebko-Jones Gannon McGill Semmel 
Belardi Geist McIlhattan Shaner 
Belfanti George McIlhinney Shapiro 
Benninghoff Gerber McNaughton Siptroth 
Beyer Gergely Melio Smith, B. 
Biancucci Gillespie Metcalfe Smith, S. H. 
Birmelin Gingrich Micozzie Solobay 
Blackwell Godshall Millard Sonney 
Blaum Good Miller, R. Staback 
Boyd Goodman Miller, S. Stairs 
Bunt Grell Mundy Steil 
Buxton Grucela Mustio Stern 
Caltagirone Gruitza Nailor Stetler 
Cappelli Haluska Nickol Stevenson, R. 
Casorio Hanna O’Brien Stevenson, T. 
Causer Harhai Oliver Sturla 
Cawley Harhart O’Neill Surra 
Civera Harper Pallone Tangretti 
Clymer Harris Parker Taylor, E. Z. 
Cohen Hasay Payne Taylor, J. 
Cornell Hennessey Petrarca Thomas 
Corrigan Herman Petri Tigue 
Costa Hershey Petrone True 
Crahalla Hess Phillips Turzai 
Creighton Hickernell Pickett Veon 
Cruz Hutchinson Pistella Vitali 
Curry James Preston Walko 
Daley Josephs Pyle Wansacz 
Dally Kauffman Quigley Waters 
DeLuca Keller, M. Ramaley Watson 
Denlinger Keller, W. Rapp Wheatley 
Dermody Kenney Raymond Williams 
DeWeese Killion Readshaw Wilt 
DiGirolamo Kirkland Reed Wojnaroski 
Diven Kotik Reichley Wright 
Donatucci LaGrotta Rieger Yewcic 
Eachus Leach Roberts Youngblood 
Ellis Lederer Roebuck Yudichak 
Evans, D. Leh Rohrer Zug 
Evans, J. Lescovitz Rooney 
Fabrizio Levdansky Ross Perzel, 
Fairchild Mackereth Rubley     Speaker 
 

NAYS–0 
 

NOT VOTING–0 
 

EXCUSED–3 
 
Bishop McGeehan Myers 
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The majority having voted in the affirmative, the question 
was determined in the affirmative and the amendment was 
agreed to. 
 

On the question recurring, 
 Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration as 
amended? 
 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair recognizes the 
gentleman, Mr. Schroder, and asks him to indicate to the Chair 
which amendment he would like to offer first. 
 Mr. SCHRODER. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I would be offering amendment A06166, and if that 
amendment goes in, there would be no need to offer my other 
amendments. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the 
gentleman. 
 

On the question recurring, 
 Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration as 
amended? 
 

Mr. SCHRODER offered the following amendment No. 
A06166: 

Amend Title, page 1, line 31 (A06145), by striking out “and”  
and inserting a comma 
 Amend Title, page 1, lines 32 and 33 (A06145), by striking out “; 
providing for preemption in cities of the first class; further providing” 
and inserting 
 and 
 Amend Sec. 1, (Sec. 1103), page 2, by inserting between lines 26 
and 27 (A06145) 
 “Background investigation.”  A security, criminal, credit and 
suitability investigation of a person conducted by the Pennsylvania 
State Police as provided for in this part. The investigation shall include 
the status of taxes owed to the United States and to the Commonwealth 
and its political subdivisions. 
 Amend Sec. 2 (Sec. 1201), page 6, line 2 (A06145), by removing 
the period after “individually” and inserting 
and the member shall also disqualify himself and abstain from voting 
on all other licenses in that category of license if the cause of the 
disqualification is a conflict of interest.

Amend Sec. 2 (Sec. 1201), page 6, line 12 (A06145), by inserting 
after “appeal”

to the board
Amend Sec. 2 (Sec. 1201), page 6, by inserting between lines 32 

and 33 (A06145), 
 (4)  No individual may be appointed as an alternate 

member if the individual has a familial or business relationship 
with a member appointed by the same appointing authority.
Amend Sec. 2 (Sec. 1201), page 7, line 4 (A06145), by striking 

out all of said line and inserting 
 any information considered confidential under 

section 1206(f) (relating to board minutes and 
records).

Amend Sec. 2 (Sec. 1201), page 9, line 29 (A06145), by striking 
out “one year” and inserting 
 four years

Amend Sec. 4 (Sec. 1202), page 13, line 52 (A06145), by 
striking out “enforcement and for purposes of”

Amend Sec. 4 (Sec. 1202), page 13, line 53 (A06145), by 
striking out all of said line and inserting 
 [the background investigation, the board may] 

enforcement, to receive and provide to the bureau

Amend Sec. 5 (Sec. 1202.1), page 16, lines 57 and 58 (A06145), 
by striking out all of said lines and inserting 
 (1)  Not engage in any ex parte communications with an 

interested party concerning a pending or anticipated application, 
or other matter that may reasonably be expected to come before 
the board.
Amend Sec. 5 (Sec. 1202.1), page 17, lines 13 through 16 

(A06145), by striking out all of said lines and inserting 
 (5)  Not hold or campaign for public office, hold an 

office in any political party or political committee, contribute to 
or solicit contributions to a candidate, a candidate’s political 
committee or a political committee established, financed, 
maintained or controlled by one or more applicants or licensees, 
or the gaming industry generally.
Amend Sec. 5 (Sec. 1202.1), page 17, by inserting between  

lines 26 and 27 (A06145) 
 (7)  Not solicit funds for any educational, religious, 

charitable, fraternal or civic purposes from any person or 
licensed entity representative regulated under this part. 
A member may be an officer, director or trustee of an 
educational, religious, charitable, fraternal or civic organization.

(8)  Not discuss any pending or anticipated application or 
other matter which may reasonably be expected to come before 
the board with a public official, as defined in section 1512 
(relating to financial interests, employment and complimentary 
services).
Amend Sec. 5 (Sec. 1202.1), page 17, line 27 (A06145), by 

striking out “(7)” and inserting 
 (9)

Amend Sec. 5 (Sec. 1202.1), page 17, by inserting between lines 
33 and 34 (A06145) 
 “Candidate.”  The term as it is defined in section 1621(a) of the 
act of June 3, 1937 (P.L.1333, No.320), known as the Pennsylvania 
Election Code.

Amend Sec. 5 (Sec. 1202.1), page 17, by inserting between  
lines 37 and 38 (A06145) 
 “Contribution.”  The term as it is defined in section 1621(b) of 
the act of June 3, 1937 (P.L.1333, No.320), known as the Pennsylvania 
Election Code.

Amend Sec. 5 (Sec. 1202.1), page 17, by inserting between  
lines 42 and 43 (A06145) 
 “Political committee.”  The term as it is defined in 
section 1621(h) of the act of June 3, 1937 (P.L.1333, No.320), known 
as the Pennsylvania Election Code.

“Public office.”  The term as it is defined in section 102(s) of the 
act of June 3, 1937 (P.L.1333, No.320), known as the Pennsylvania 
Election Code.

Amend Sec. 6, page 17, line 44 (A06145), by striking out 
“1305(a) and (b)” and inserting 
 1305(b) 
 Amend Sec. 6, page 17, lines 44 and 45 (A06145), by striking 
out “1311 and 1403(c)(3)(v)” and inserting 
 and 1311 
 Amend Sec. 6 (Sec. 1304), page 20, lines 25 through 37 
(A06145), by striking out all of said lines and inserting 
 (2)  The board may not grant a license to an applicant 

under this section if the proposed licensed facility consists of 
land designated a subzone, an expansion subzone or an 
improvement subzone under the act of October 6, 1998 
(P.L.705, No.92), known as the Keystone Opportunity Zone, 
Keystone Opportunity Expansion Zone and Keystone 
Opportunity Improvement Zone Act.
Amend Sec. 6 (Sec. 1305), page 20, lines 39 through 59; page 21, 

lines 1 through 7 (A06145), by striking out all of said lines on said 
pages and inserting 
 * * *

Amend Sec. 6 (Sec. 1305), page 21, lines 11 through 23 
(A06145), by striking out all of said lines and inserting 
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(2)  The board may not grant a license to an applicant 
under this section if the proposed licensed facility consists of 
land designated a subzone, an expansion subzone or an 
improvement subzone under the act of October 6, 1998 
(P.L.705, No.92), known as the Keystone Opportunity Zone, 
Keystone Opportunity Expansion Zone and Keystone 
Opportunity Improvement Zone Act.
Amend Sec. 7.1 (Sec. 1317), page 25, line 27 (A06145), by 

striking out “, key employees”
Amend Sec. 7.1 (Sec. 1317), page 26, line 16 (A06145), by 

removing the period after “section” and inserting 
 or a manufacturer license under section 1317.1 

(relating to manufacturer licenses).
Amend Sec. 7.1 (Sec. 1317), page 26, line 20 (A06145), by 

removing the period after “section” and inserting 
 or a manufacturer license under section 1317.1 

(relating to manufacturer licenses).
Amend Sec. 7.2 (Sec. 1317.1), page 26, lines 22 through 59;  

page 27, lines 1 through 28 (A06145), by striking out all of said lines 
on said pages and inserting 
§ 1317.1.  Manufacturer licenses.

(a)  Application.–A person seeking to manufacture and provide 
slot machines and associated equipment for use in this Commonwealth 
shall apply to the board for a manufacturer license.

(b)  Requirements.–The application for a manufacturer license 
shall be on the form required by the board, accompanied by the 
application fee and shall include all of the following:

(1)  The name and business address of the applicant and 
the applicant’s affiliates, intermediaries, subsidiaries and holding 
companies; the directors and owners of each business; and a list 
of employees and their positions within each business, as well as 
any financial information required by the board.

(2)  A statement that the applicant and each affiliate, 
intermediary, subsidiary or holding company of the applicant are 
not slot machine licensees.

(3)  The consent to a background investigation of the 
applicant, its officers, directors, owners, key employees or other 
persons required by the board and a release to obtain any and all 
information necessary for the completion of the background 
investigation.

(4)  The details of any equivalent license granted or 
denied by other jurisdictions where gaming activities as 
authorized by this part are permitted and consent for the board to 
acquire copies of applications submitted or licenses issued in 
connection therewith.

(5)  The type of slot machines or associated equipment to 
be manufactured and supplied and whether those slot machines 
or associated equipment will be provided through purchase, 
lease, contract or otherwise.

(6)  Any other information determined by the board to be 
appropriate.
(c)  Review and approval.–Upon being satisfied that the 

requirements of subsection (b) have been met, the board may approve 
the application and grant the applicant a manufacturer license 
consistent with all of the following:

(1)  The license shall be for a period of one year. 
Upon expiration, a license may be renewed in accordance with 
subsection (d).

(2)  The license shall be nontransferable.
(3)  Any other condition established by the board.

(d)  Renewal.–
(1)  Six months prior to expiration of a manufacturer 

license, the manufacturer licensee seeking renewal of its license 
shall submit a renewal application accompanied by the renewal 
fee to the board.

(2)  If the renewal application satisfies the requirements 
of subsection (b), the board may renew the licensee’s 
manufacturer license.

(3)  If the board receives a complete renewal application 
but fails to act upon the renewal application prior to the 
expiration of the manufacturer license, the manufacturer license 
shall continue in effect for an additional six-month period or until 
acted upon by the board, whichever occurs first.
(e)  Prohibitions.–

(1)  No person may manufacture slot machines or 
associated equipment for use within this Commonwealth by a 
slot machine licensee unless the person has been issued a 
manufacturer license under this section.

(2)  No slot machine licensee may acquire, purchase or 
lease slot machines or associated equipment to a slot machine 
licensee within this Commonwealth unless the person has been 
issued a manufacturer license under this section or a supplier 
license under section 1317 (relating to supplier licenses).
Amend Sec. 10 (Sec. 1512), page 32, lines 1 through 3 (A06145), 

by striking out all of lines 1 and 2 and “shall solicit or accept,” in line 3 
and inserting 
 (1)  An executive-level public employee, public official 

or party officer, or an immediate family member thereof, may not 
solicit or accept, directly or indirectly,
Amend Sec. 10 (Sec. 1512), page 32, lines 12 through 15 

(A06145), by striking out all of said lines and inserting 
 (2)  An applicant, slot machine licensee, manufacturer 

licensee, supplier licensee or licensed racing entity, or any 
affiliate, intermediary, subsidiary or holding company 
thereof, may not offer or deliver, directly or indirectly, to an
executive-level public
Amend Sec. 11 (Sec. 1513), page 35, by inserting between  

lines 46 and 47 (A06145) 
 (6)  A person who holds a similar gaming license in 

another jurisdiction and the affiliates, intermediaries, 
subsidiaries, holding companies, officers, directors or persons 
with a controlling interest therein or key employees thereof.
Amend Sec. 11 (Sec. 1513), page 36, line 5 (A06145), by 

inserting after “thereof,”
all persons and officers, directors or persons with a controlling interest 
holding a similar gaming license in another jurisdiction and the 
affiliates, intermediaries, subsidiaries, holding companies, officers, 
directors or persons with a controlling interest therein or key 
employees thereof

Amend Sec. 11 (Sec. 1513), page 36, by inserting between  
lines 14 and 15 (A06145) 
 (3)  The board shall request the information required 

under paragraph (1) from persons licensed in another jurisdiction 
who do not hold a license in this Commonwealth and from 
regulatory agencies in the other jurisdiction. If a licensee in 
another jurisdiction refuses to provide the information required 
under paragraph (1), the person and its officers, directors or 
persons with a controlling interest shall be ineligible to receive 
any license under this part.
* * *
(d)  Definitions.–As used in this section, the following words and 

phrases shall have the meanings given to them in this subsection:
“Candidate.”  As defined in section 1621(a) of the Election Code.
“Contribution.”  As defined in section 1621(b) of the 

Election Code.
“Political committee.”  As defined in section 1621(h) of the 

Election Code.
“Public office.”  As defined in section 102(s) of the 

Election Code.
Amend Sec. 12 (Sec. 1517), page 37, line 35 (A06145), by 

removing the period after “information)” and inserting 
 solely for the purpose of receiving information 

from a law enforcement agency.
Amend Sec. 12 (Sec. 1517), page 38, line 2 (A06145), by 

inserting a bracket before “(1)” 
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Amend Sec. 12 (Sec. 1517), page 38, line 2 (A06145), by 
striking out the bracket before “investigate” 
 Amend Sec. 12 (Sec. 1517), page 38, line 3 (A06145), by 
striking out “] conduct background investigations on persons”

Amend Sec. 12 (Sec. 1517), page 38, line 6 (A06145), by 
striking out the bracket before “(2)” 
 Amend Sec. 17, page 44, lines 26 through 32 (A06145), by 
striking out all of said lines 
 Amend Sec. 18, page 44, line 33 (A06145), by striking out “18” 
and inserting 
 17 
 Amend Sec. 19, page 45, line 25 (A06145), by striking out “19” 
and inserting 
 18 
 Amend Sec. 20, page 45, line 28 (A06145), by striking out “20” 
and inserting 
 19 
 Amend Sec. 21, page 45, line 34 (A06145), by striking out “21” 
and inserting 
 20 
 

On the question, 
 Will the House agree to the amendment? 
 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. On that question, the Chair 
recognizes the gentleman, Mr. Schroder. 
 Mr. SCHRODER. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, this amendment is, you might call it a 
comprehensive amendment to the Gannon amendment that we 
passed just a few moments ago. There are many good things in 
the Gannon amendment, and that is why the majority of us 
supported that amendment. However, there are some issues that 
I believe need to be addressed and some things in this 
amendment that are not covered in the Gannon amendment,  
so I would like to go through just briefly what those items are. 
 The Gannon amendment and my amendment are basically 
the same except in the following areas. With regard to alternate 
board members, my amendment prohibits appointment of an 
alternate member who has familial or business relationships 
with the board member. In other words, Mr. Speaker, we do not 
want an alternate member who is voting for a board member 
because they had to recuse themselves to act as a mere proxy for 
the board member. 
 With regard to disqualification of voting due to conflict of 
interest, this amendment requires that any board member who is 
disqualified from voting on a specific license must also abstain 
from voting on all other licenses in the same category.  
Right now the code of conduct of the Gaming Control Board 
only prohibits voting on the license that is at issue with the 
conflict. They can vote for all other licenses in the same class. 
This would prohibit the board members from doing that. 
 With regard to employment after leaving the board, it 
increases that provision, prohibiting employment with an 
applicant from 1 to 4 years to bring us into more consistency 
with longtime New Jersey law. 
 With regard to criminal history information, the board may 
receive criminal history information only for the purpose of 
providing such information to the Bureau of Investigations and 
Enforcement. Mr. Speaker, there are various law enforcement 
agencies that I have spoken to over the past few weeks who 
have requested that specific language such as that be inserted 
into this bill, and that is why that is being offered. 
 It provides a little more specified prohibition on ex parte 
communications. Board members are prohibited from engaging 

in ex parte communications with any applicant, licensee, or 
other person who may appear before the board with respect to 
an application, license, or other matter before the board. 
 Mr. Speaker, it was brought up earlier about political 
activity, and this is one of the areas that Representative Veon 
questioned, which I believe should be corrected to his 
satisfaction and the satisfaction of many others in this 
amendment. This amendment not only prohibits political 
activity as the Gannon amendment does, but it also prohibits 
contributions to candidates for public office and to political 
committees affiliated with any gaming entity or the gaming 
industry. So the code of conduct that was adopted by the 
Gaming Control Board prohibits contributions right now, and 
that is a good thing. However, with the amendment we just 
passed, it does not go as far as the code that was adopted by the 
board itself. I do not think we should be passing anything that is 
weaker than what the board has already approved for their own 
code of conduct, and that is why this amendment prohibits 
political contributions and fundraising. 
 There are a number of definitional changes that are imposed 
to comply with other parts of the law. 
 With regard to supplier licenses, I think we all know and 
understand that under the current act, Act 71, only suppliers are 
allowed to sell slot machines in the Commonwealth. The  
change that I would make would make both suppliers  
and manufacturers eligible to supply and sell slot machines.  
It would allow the licensee to purchase from either a supplier  
or manufacturer. In other words, it takes away that exclusive 
right from the manufacturer. 
 It states that only the Pennsylvania State Police may conduct 
background investigations. It clarifies that in the law. 
 With regard to the Bureau of Investigations and 
Enforcement, it says that it shall be a criminal justice agency 
under the provisions of Title 18, governing criminal history 
record info, “solely for the purpose of receiving information 
from a law enforcement agency.” Once again, this was language 
that I was unofficially, you might say, asked to put in by certain 
law-enforcement-related interests. 
 And finally, Mr. Speaker, another controversy that has been 
addressed this afternoon, it eliminates the provision of the 
Gannon amendment that preempts zoning and land use in the 
city of Philadelphia. In other words, this amendment will restore 
the rights of the citizens and the businesses of Philadelphia to 
actually allow zoning to be used just as it will be used across the 
entire State in all of our municipalities or all of your 
municipalities that will be experiencing the expansion of 
gambling. 
 Mr. Speaker, the amendment also addresses another loophole 
or another problem that was cited by Representative Veon, 
because it prohibits the soliciting of funds for charitable 
purposes from a licensed entity. 
 So, Mr. Speaker, with that, I believe this takes a good 
amendment, the Gannon amendment, and really strengthens it in 
the interest of having the best possible and tightest possible 
control that we can have over this burgeoning new industry in 
Pennsylvania. It is very important that we take every step  
that we can and adopt every policy so that the people of 
Pennsylvania will have the utmost confidence in the laws 
governing the startup of this gaming industry, and with that,  
I would appreciate your consideration for this amendment. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the 
gentleman and recognizes the Republican leader, Mr. Smith. 
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Mr. S. SMITH. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I respectfully have to ask or would urge the 
members to vote against this amendment. While there are many 
components to it, I believe described somewhat as an omnibus 
amendment of its own and there are many good components to 
it, there are some components, Mr. Speaker, that I do not think 
are the right direction, and they are significant. 
 Number one, the language in the bill as currently amended is 
agreed to and has been shaped as a compromise between  
the State Police and their law enforcement world and the 
Attorney General and their law enforcement world, and while 
for the most part these are agencies that certainly work together, 
they do have some issues of difference in how they might 
handle certain things. If this amendment were enacted,  
I believe it would broach that agreement, it would restrict the 
Attorney General from doing the background checks at all, and 
right now I believe we have a good compromise between, to put 
it bluntly, Mr. Speaker, the territorial interests of doing this type 
of work between the State Police and the Attorney General. It is 
in the bill as amended. This amendment, I think, Mr. Speaker, 
would rupture that. 
 Secondly, Mr. Speaker, the item that deals with the 
conversations between board members. While there may be 
some conspiracy theorists that could come up with reasons why 
board members should not be allowed to talk outside of a board 
meeting, to put an absolute barrier on that, Mr. Speaker, I think 
is impractical and that these individuals, in order for them to do 
a good job, do need to be able to communicate on a one-to-one 
basis. 
 Finally, Mr. Speaker, it is my understanding that this 
amendment would also limit the Pennsylvania licensing board’s 
ability to exchange information with other licensing boards.  
If we have a licensed facility in Pennsylvania and some of those 
same people involved in that corporation are also licensed in 
another State, obviously there is a lot of information that may be 
helpful just in terms of managing, dealing with issues. Whether 
it is with, you know, personnel background check stuff or other 
issues of how a corporation is handling their facilities, I think it 
is important for the Pennsylvania licensing board to be able to 
share and communicate with boards in other States. I think that 
is an important feature. 
 So, Mr. Speaker, while I certainly do not disagree with many 
of the components of amendment 6166, these issues are of 
significant concern. I think they cause us problems in terms of 
trying to balance out the various interests, specifically with 
regard to the State Police, the Attorney General’s Office, and 
allowing the Pennsylvania licensing board to do its job as it 
relates and interacts with other States and deals with some of 
these same people in this business from, you know, around the 
country. So I would respectfully ask the members to oppose the 
Schroder amendment. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the 
gentleman and recognizes the gentleman from Bucks County, 
Mr. Clymer. 
 Mr. CLYMER. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I stand in support of the Schroder amendment. 
He touched on some very important issues, issues that have 
been raised throughout the course of this evening by members 
from the other side of the aisle, and we said that there was 
legislation to intercede and to correct some of those loopholes 

that had been mentioned. I will not go into depth, but we heard 
the debate a few moments ago. 
 And, Mr. Speaker, this amendment will strengthen the 
Gannon amendment, which indeed is a first step to bringing 
about a better gambling law here in the State of Pennsylvania. 
But the Schroder amendment goes one step further as it deals 
with the Attorney General, the State Police, the issue on 
suppliers and distributors, to preempt the cities of the first class. 
All those issues have been dealt with in his amendment, and 
those are issues that we need to deal with, and I would ask 
members to support the Schroder amendment. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair recognizes the 
gentleman, Mr. Schroder, for the second time. 
 Mr. SCHRODER. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I appreciate everyone’s attention and your 
thoughtfulness in consideration of this. 
 Mr. Speaker, it was suggested that there might be some 
provisions in here that would upset or not sit well with the 
Attorney General’s Office, and I can tell you as sure as I can 
possibly be that that is just not the case. There is nothing in here 
that the Attorney General’s Office has cited as a problem to me, 
and they have been made aware of the contents of this 
amendment as it relates to various law enforcement issues. 
 With regard to the ex parte communications, it was 
suggested that maybe such a strong provision is not needed, and 
I would just respectfully disagree. I think a very thick wall,  
if you will, needs to be enacted to prevent ex parte 
communications. Once again, this goes to the confidence of the 
public in this new gaming industry. Frankly, things have not 
gotten off to a great start in all aspects of the Gaming Control 
Board. I think it is vitally important for us to put into place these 
types of protections, an improvement on the Gannon 
amendment that will, you know, govern this in its infancy. 
 And finally, I would just point out, especially to those 
members who are from the city of Philadelphia, that the Gannon 
amendment took away the right of your constituents to be 
protected from zoning and land use, and this amendment 
restores it. 
 So I ask for support for this amendment. Thank you. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. Are there any other members 
seeking recognition on this amendment? 
 

On the question recurring, 
 Will the House agree to the amendment? 
 

The following roll call was recorded: 
 

YEAS–82 
 
Armstrong Grucela Melio Semmel 
Baldwin Hanna Metcalfe Shaner 
Barrar Harris Millard Shapiro 
Benninghoff Hennessey Miller, S. Smith, B. 
Birmelin Hershey Mundy Staback 
Blackwell Hickernell Mustio Steil 
Blaum Hutchinson Nailor Stern 
Boyd James Pallone Stetler 
Causer Josephs Parker Stevenson, R. 
Cawley Kauffman Petrarca Stevenson, T. 
Clymer Keller, M. Phillips Tangretti 
Creighton Kirkland Pistella Taylor, E. Z. 
Denlinger Kotik Rapp Thomas 
Eachus LaGrotta Roberts Tigue 
Ellis Leach Roebuck True 
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Fairchild Leh Rohrer Vitali 
Fleagle Levdansky Rubley Williams 
Forcier Maher Sainato Wilt 
Freeman Manderino Samuelson Yewcic 
Gabig McIlhattan Schroder Yudichak 
Grell McIlhinney 
 

NAYS–116 
 
Adolph Donatucci Lescovitz Rooney 
Allen Evans, D. Mackereth Ross 
Argall Evans, J. Maitland Ruffing 
Baker Fabrizio Major Santoni 
Bastian Feese Mann Sather 
Bebko-Jones Fichter Markosek Saylor 
Belardi Flick Marsico Scavello 
Belfanti Frankel McCall Siptroth 
Beyer Gannon McGill Smith, S. H. 
Biancucci Geist McNaughton Solobay 
Bunt George Micozzie Sonney 
Buxton Gerber Miller, R. Stairs 
Caltagirone Gergely Nickol Sturla 
Cappelli Gillespie O’Brien Surra 
Casorio Gingrich Oliver Taylor, J. 
Civera Godshall O’Neill Turzai 
Cohen Good Payne Veon 
Cornell Goodman Petri Walko 
Corrigan Gruitza Petrone Wansacz 
Costa Haluska Pickett Waters 
Crahalla Harhai Preston Watson 
Cruz Harhart Pyle Wheatley 
Curry Harper Quigley Wojnaroski 
Daley Hasay Ramaley Wright 
Dally Herman Raymond Youngblood 
DeLuca Hess Readshaw Zug 
Dermody Keller, W. Reed 
DeWeese Kenney Reichley 
DiGirolamo Killion Rieger Perzel, 
Diven Lederer      Speaker 
 

NOT VOTING–0 
 

EXCUSED–3 
 
Bishop McGeehan Myers 
 

Less than the majority having voted in the affirmative, the 
question was determined in the negative and the amendment 
was not agreed to. 
 

On the question recurring, 
 Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration as 
amended? 
 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mr. Schroder, would you 
indicate to the Chair which amendment you would like to offer 
next? 
 Mr. SCHRODER. Mr. Speaker, I would like to offer 
amendment A06162. 
 

Mr. SCHRODER offered the following amendment No. 
A06162: 

Amend Sec. 5 (Sec. 1202.1), page 17, line 14 (A06145), by 
inserting after “committee,”

contribute to or solicit contributions to a political 
campaign, party, committee or candidate,

On the question, 
 Will the House agree to the amendment? 
 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. On that question, the Chair 
recognizes the gentleman, Mr. Schroder. 
 Mr. SCHRODER. Thank you. 
 Mr. Speaker, in addition to that comprehensive amendment,  
I have a few standalone amendments that I hope the members 
will seriously consider. 
 Amendment A06162 would prohibit board members from 
contributing to or soliciting contributions to a political 
campaign. It just brings State law into line with the code of 
ethics that they have already adopted for themselves and, once 
again, I think removes the board members from politics where 
they should be removed from. 
 Once again, it all goes to confidence in this burgeoning new 
industry that we have, and I would hope that the House would 
see fit to go the final step that we need to do and eliminate 
campaign contributions and fundraising by board members. 
Thank you. 
 

On the question recurring, 
 Will the House agree to the amendment? 
 

The following roll call was recorded: 
 

YEAS–198 
 
Adolph Feese Maher Ruffing 
Allen Fichter Maitland Sainato 
Argall Fleagle Major Samuelson 
Armstrong Flick Manderino Santoni 
Baker Forcier Mann Sather 
Baldwin Frankel Markosek Saylor 
Barrar Freeman Marsico Scavello 
Bastian Gabig McCall Schroder 
Bebko-Jones Gannon McGill Semmel 
Belardi Geist McIlhattan Shaner 
Belfanti George McIlhinney Shapiro 
Benninghoff Gerber McNaughton Siptroth 
Beyer Gergely Melio Smith, B. 
Biancucci Gillespie Metcalfe Smith, S. H. 
Birmelin Gingrich Micozzie Solobay 
Blackwell Godshall Millard Sonney 
Blaum Good Miller, R. Staback 
Boyd Goodman Miller, S. Stairs 
Bunt Grell Mundy Steil 
Buxton Grucela Mustio Stern 
Caltagirone Gruitza Nailor Stetler 
Cappelli Haluska Nickol Stevenson, R. 
Casorio Hanna O’Brien Stevenson, T. 
Causer Harhai Oliver Sturla 
Cawley Harhart O’Neill Surra 
Civera Harper Pallone Tangretti 
Clymer Harris Parker Taylor, E. Z. 
Cohen Hasay Payne Taylor, J. 
Cornell Hennessey Petrarca Thomas 
Corrigan Herman Petri Tigue 
Costa Hershey Petrone True 
Crahalla Hess Phillips Turzai 
Creighton Hickernell Pickett Veon 
Cruz Hutchinson Pistella Vitali 
Curry James Preston Walko 
Daley Josephs Pyle Wansacz 
Dally Kauffman Quigley Waters 
DeLuca Keller, M. Ramaley Watson 
Denlinger Keller, W. Rapp Wheatley 
Dermody Kenney Raymond Williams 
DeWeese Killion Readshaw Wilt 
DiGirolamo Kirkland Reed Wojnaroski 
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Diven Kotik Reichley Wright 
Donatucci LaGrotta Rieger Yewcic 
Eachus Leach Roberts Youngblood 
Ellis Lederer Roebuck Yudichak 
Evans, D. Leh Rohrer Zug 
Evans, J. Lescovitz Rooney 
Fabrizio Levdansky Ross Perzel, 
Fairchild Mackereth Rubley     Speaker 
 

NAYS–0 
 

NOT VOTING–0 
 

EXCUSED–3 
 
Bishop McGeehan Myers 
 

The majority having voted in the affirmative, the question 
was determined in the affirmative and the amendment was 
agreed to. 
 

On the question recurring, 
 Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration as 
amended? 
 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman, Mr. Schroder, 
would you please indicate the next amendment you would like 
to have presented? 
 Mr. SCHRODER. This would be amendment A06161. 
 

On the question recurring, 
 Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration as 
amended? 
 

Mr. SCHRODER offered the following amendment No. 
A06161: 

Amend Sec. 6, page 17, lines 44 and 45 (A06145), by striking 
out “, 1311 and 1403(c)(3)(v)” and inserting 
 and 1311 
 Amend Sec. 7.1 (Sec. 1317), page 26, line 16 (A06145), by 
removing the period after “section” and inserting 
 or a manufacturer license under section 1317.1 

(relating to manufacturer license).
Amend Sec. 7.1 (Sec. 1317), page 26, line 20 (A06145), by 

removing the period after “section” and inserting 
 or a manufacturer license under section 1317.1.

Amend Sec. 7.2 (Sec. 1317.1), page 26, lines 22 through 59;  
page 27, lines 1 through 28 (A06145), by striking out all of said lines 
on said pages and inserting 
§ 1317.1.  Manufacturer licenses.

(a)  Application.–A person seeking to manufacture and provide 
slot machines and associated equipment for use in this Commonwealth 
shall apply to the board for a manufacturer license.

(b)  Requirements.–The application for a manufacturer license 
shall be on the form required by the board, accompanied by the 
application fee and shall include all of the following:

(1)  The name and business address of the applicant and 
the applicant’s affiliates, intermediaries, subsidiaries and holding 
companies; the directors and owners of each business; and a list 
of employees and their positions within each business, as well as 
any financial information required by the board.

(2)  A statement that the applicant and each affiliate, 
intermediary, subsidiary or holding company of the applicant are 
not slot machine licensees.

(3)  The consent to a background investigation of the 
applicant, its officers, directors, owners, key employees or other 
persons required by the board and a release to obtain any and all 
information necessary for the completion of the background 
investigation.

(4)  The details of any equivalent license granted or 
denied by other jurisdictions where gaming activities as 
authorized by this part are permitted and consent for the board to 
acquire copies of applications submitted or licenses issued in 
connection therewith.

(5)  The type of slot machines or associated equipment to 
be manufactured and supplied and whether those slot machines 
or associated equipment will be provided through purchase, 
lease, contract or otherwise.

(6)  Any other information determined by the board to be 
appropriate.
(c)  Review and approval.–Upon being satisfied that the 

requirements of subsection (b) have been met, the board may approve 
the application and grant the applicant a manufacturer license 
consistent with all of the following:

(1)  The license shall be for a period of one year. 
Upon expiration, a license may be renewed in accordance with 
subsection (d).

(2)  The license shall be nontransferable.
(3)  Any other condition established by the board.

(d)  Renewal.–
(1)  Six months prior to expiration of a manufacturer 

license, the manufacturer licensee seeking renewal of its license 
shall submit a renewal application accompanied by the renewal 
fee to the board.

(2)  If the renewal application satisfies the requirements 
of subsection (b), the board may renew the licensee’s 
manufacturer license.

(3)  If the board receives a complete renewal application 
but fails to act upon the renewal application prior to the 
expiration of the manufacturer license, the manufacturer license 
shall continue in effect for an additional six-month period or until 
acted upon by the board, whichever occurs first.
(e)  Prohibitions.–

(1)  No person may manufacture slot machines or 
associated equipment for use within this Commonwealth by a 
slot machine licensee unless the person has been issued a 
manufacturer license under this section.

(2)  No slot machine licensee may acquire, purchase or 
lease slot machines or associated equipment to a slot machine 
licensee within this Commonwealth  unless the person has been 
issued a manufacturer license under this section or a supplier 
license under section 1317 (relating to supplier license).

On the question, 
 Will the House agree to the amendment? 
 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. On that question, the Chair 
recognizes the gentleman, Mr. Schroder. 
 Mr. SCHRODER. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, under the current law, Act 71, only suppliers 
are allowed to sell slot machines in the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania. This would open that up and allow both suppliers 
and manufacturers to sell the slot machines and would allow the 
licensees to buy the slot machines from either the supplier or the 
manufacturer. 
 Mr. Speaker, I believe this is a matter of fairness so that one 
group does not have a monopoly. This was a specially created, 
this whole supplier license was a specially created entity not 
found in other States but specially created in the State of 
Pennsylvania when we passed Act 71, and I think it was one of 
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the reasons why a number of people voted against Act 71.  
So this does not eliminate the suppliers, but this does allow 
manufacturers to sell directly as well, and I would ask for your 
support. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair recognizes the 
gentleman, Mr. Turzai. 
 Mr. TURZAI. Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. 
 I would stand in strong support of this amendment. I, too, 
believe that this whole middleman class really is just designed 
for special interests, and there just seems to be no reason to 
have a monopoly license designed to give people the ability to 
take a product that is being manufactured by one industry and 
give it to the end users. It seems that it should be able to go 
directly to market if you are going to have it. The only reason 
really has to be some special interest, and I strongly support the 
amendment. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair recognizes the 
gentleman, Mr. Wheatley. 
 Mr. WHEATLEY. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I rise to interrogate the maker of this 
amendment. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman, Mr. Schroder, 
indicates he is willing to stand for interrogation. You may 
begin. 
 Mr. WHEATLEY. Mr. Speaker, can you explain to me the 
legislative intent for the suppliers, the whole supplier class and 
license in this process? 
 Mr. SCHRODER. I do not know that I am the best person to 
answer that. If I recall, it was a provision that was originated in 
the Senate, although I am not totally sure about that, 
Mr. Speaker. All I do know is that it was a special concoction 
for this law in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, one not 
found in other States, and I just believe it is unnecessary.  
I believe it opens up the possibility for nefarious activities with 
these suppliers, and I think we should, you know, negate that 
possibility by allowing the manufacturers to compete and sell 
themselves. 
 Mr. WHEATLEY. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, can you tell me how many manufacturers who 
are licensed to provide the slot machines are home-based 
Pennsylvania companies? 
 Mr. SCHRODER. Mr. Speaker, I do not think that is known 
yet. The manufacturing license that this amendment creates 
certainly has not, you know, been considered and been enacted 
upon by the board, and I do not believe the board with regard to 
these issues is that far down the road that we really know that. 
So based upon the information I have, I just do not have the 
answer to that. 
 Mr. WHEATLEY. It was my understanding, Mr. Speaker, 
that the manufacturers have already applied and have been 
licensed already. Can I get some clarity on that issue? 
 Mr. SCHRODER. Mr. Speaker, this amendment creates a 
manufacturer’s license for the purpose of selling slot machines, 
the machines, so perhaps that is where the difference in our, you 
know, understanding originated from. They very well might 
have submitted applications or been licensed, but none of them 
have certainly been licensed to sell, and that is what this would 
set up. 
 Mr. WHEATLEY. So, Mr. Speaker, just for clarity purposes, 
just so I can understand, there have been manufacturers who 
have applied to our Gaming Board and have been given  
license to manufacture the machine, and your amendment,  

as I understand it, would allow for them also to sell the 
machines directly to the operators of our facility. Is that correct? 
 Mr. SCHRODER. It would certainly allow them to sell 
directly to the licensees. You are making the statement that they 
have applied and been licensed, and I do not know that, you 
know, that part of it standing here today. 
 Mr. WHEATLEY. Well, I guess what I am trying to get clear 
on, what happens to the manufacturers who already have 
applied and been licensed already? Would your amendment 
have any impact on those manufacturers who have applied and 
have been licensed? 
 Mr. SCHRODER. Mr. Speaker, I do not believe my 
amendment would have any impact on manufacturers other than 
to allow them to sell directly. 
 Mr. WHEATLEY. So will the board then have to go back 
into their license process and they then have to resubmit to also 
supply, or will it be a whole new process where they will have 
to simply apply to be suppliers? And it is also my understanding 
that that deadline has ended, so would we then extend or reopen 
the deadline for suppliers? I am just trying to be clear on what 
the process will be for those manufacturers who have already 
applied and have been given a license. 
 Mr. SCHRODER. Mr. Speaker, I do not believe that they 
will have to reapply for their existing manufacturer license.  
I believe the only thing they would have to apply for is if they 
wish, and they do not have to, but if they wish to sell directly in 
the Commonwealth. 
 Mr. WHEATLEY. So it is my understanding again, 
Mr. Speaker, that that deadline for people willing to apply to be 
suppliers has passed. So are we now talking about reopening 
that deadline, and if we have to reopen it, are we now 
suggesting that those manufacturers who choose to also be 
suppliers reapply for that? 
 Mr. SCHRODER. I do not know that any deadline has to be 
reopened for manufacturing licenses that have been granted. 
However, yes, if they wish to sell directly, then there would 
have to be a reopening of that, I would imagine. 
 Mr. WHEATLEY. So a question again, Mr. Speaker, is if in 
fact this amendment is to pass and becomes law, what standard 
would the new manufacturers, who will be now allowed to 
apply as suppliers, what standards would they have to meet?  
Is it the one in your amendment, or would it supersede the one 
that the Gaming Board has already come up for suppliers? 
 Mr. SCHRODER. In order to sell slot machines and slot 
machine equipment, they would have to meet the requirements 
of this amendment. 
 Mr. WHEATLEY. And can you explain the difference of 
your qualifications that are in your amendment for what they 
would have to meet and the criteria that the current suppliers 
who have already applied, that they had to meet? What is the 
difference between the two? 
 Mr. SCHRODER. No; I am not prepared as we stand here 
today to explain the differences between what they have already 
been granted as manufacturers and how that differs from the 
provisions of this amendment for allowing them to sell. 
 Mr. WHEATLEY. So there is a possibility that the standards 
we are setting for this special class of manufacturers who would 
also want to be suppliers may be lower than the one that all of 
the other applicants who have applied and met our deadline to 
be suppliers already, your amendment may make the criteria 
lower for them. Is that correct? 
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Mr. SCHRODER. No; I have no reason to believe that this 
lowers any criteria that I am aware of and certainly does not 
alter any other provisions of the existing law dealing with 
manufacturing licenses. 
 Mr. WHEATLEY. Do you have, Mr. Speaker, any 
knowledge of Pennsylvania-based companies, women-based 
companies, or minority-based companies that may be able to 
meet your amendment to be a manufacturer as well as a 
supplier? 
 Mr. SCHRODER. I am sure that any company that meets the 
criteria, whether they are women-based, minority-based, or not, 
would be eligible. 
 Mr. WHEATLEY. Yeah; I appreciate that, Mr. Speaker. I am 
asking, do you know in Pennsylvania right now how many 
manufacturing-based companies do we have that could possibly 
meet this universe and how many of those may be minority- and 
may be women-owned? 
 Mr. SCHRODER. I do not know the universe of 
Pennsylvania companies out there, nor do I know how many 
might be minority- or women-owned. 
 Mr. WHEATLEY. Can you, Mr. Speaker, tell me the 
projections or what we anticipate the amount of new jobs that 
will be supplied or be made available by supplier companies? 
 Mr. SCHRODER. Mr. Speaker, I do not know the answer to 
that, and I believe that this line of questioning is getting a bit  
far afield from the actual amendment itself. 
 Mr. WHEATLEY. Well, Mr. Speaker, the reason why I am 
asking is because it seems to me that we are, in the legislative 
intent, as I remember—

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the gentleman suspend. 
 The Chair would remind the gentleman to just simply ask the 
questions. He does not have to give his motivation for them but 
just to interrogate the gentleman, Mr. Schroder, by asking 
questions that you need to get answered, as opposed to 
explaining why you are asking the question. You do not need to 
do that. 
 Mr. WHEATLEY. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, if I can speak on the amendment. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. You are in order to do so.  
You may begin. 
 Mr. WHEATLEY. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, as a member here who like all of us sat through 
many long evenings discussing the gaming expansion bill, I,  
for one, was very supportive of that bill for the simple fact that  
I thought it was going to bring jobs and new opportunities for 
Pennsylvanians, including business opportunities for 
Pennsylvanians. It is my understanding that of the suppliers  
who have already met our criteria and have applied to  
become suppliers for this new industry, 16 of those are 
Pennsylvania-based companies. It is also my understanding that 
several hundred new jobs from these Pennsylvania-based 
companies are to be created. That means Pennsylvanians 
themselves going to work for Pennsylvania companies. 
 It was also my understanding at the time of voting for this 
expansion, all the while we have been in this discussion with 
how gaming will come to Pennsylvania and how we will 
regulate it, it has been my understanding and I think the 
understanding of many of my colleagues that this industry was 
to offer new opportunities for women-owned businesses, 
minority-owned businesses, and businesses who are 
Pennsylvania-based, and I think for us to sit and say we are 
under our current regulation just helping special interest groups 

and that we should allow these non-Pennsylvania manufacturing 
companies to come to Pennsylvania, that have no real 
connection to Pennsylvania and have to do no business with 
Pennsylvania but to take Pennsylvania’s money to improve 
themselves and their families in whatever State that they are 
from, I think is absolutely unfair, I think it is a crazy notion, and 
I think we should not allow for this amendment that strips away 
the abilities of Pennsylvania companies to put Pennsylvanians 
to work. 
 I do believe that in certain industries that have not been  
very reflective of Pennsylvanians traditionally, I do not believe 
any of the current manufacturers that have applied for a license 
and been awarded and granted a license are minority- or 
women-owned manufacturing companies. I think we do have a 
special obligation and responsibility to ensure that 
Pennsylvanians, especially women and minorities, are also 
benefiting from whatever we do in Harrisburg when we support 
industries such as these, and I believe that this is an opportunity 
for this General Assembly to make that known and to stick by 
our commitment to women and minorities and to 
Pennsylvanians in general. This amendment, I think, strips that 
away. 
 I would urge my colleagues here today to vote against this 
amendment, to support Pennsylvania companies, to make the 
statement that women-, minority-owned businesses, we 
understand that there is a time for us to make sure you are 
included as well. So again, I would just stress and urge my 
colleagues to vote against this amendment. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the 
gentleman and asks for the members to take their seats. There 
are many in the aisles. There is a higher noise level here that we 
need to reduce. Members, please take your seats. I am sure you 
are all aware by now that we are here for quite a while tonight, 
and we do not want to lengthen that visit here any longer than 
we have to by making the House be interrupted for the purposes 
of quieting everybody down. 
 Members, please take your seats. Sergeants at Arms, please 
ask the members to take their seats. 
 The Chair would like to ask the gentleman, Mr. Saylor, if he 
was seeking recognition a few minutes ago with that unique 
style of his? You do not wish to be added to the list of speakers? 
The Speaker was somewhat confused by the motion that you 
made. Thank you. 
 The gentleman, Mr. Smith, the majority leader, is recognized 
for the purpose of comments on this amendment. 
 Mr. S. SMITH. Mr. Speaker, I would ask the members to 
vote against this amendment. In the course of passing the 
original bill and the court’s ruling about what was constitutional 
or unconstitutional with the original bill that had been passed 
and signed by the Governor, subsequent to that there was a bill 
similar to this one that had passed the legislature that the 
Governor vetoed, and consequently, here we are today with in 
essence the third bill that deals with this same subject area. 
 When we apply both the ruling brought down by the courts 
as well as the veto message by the Governor, the specific area 
that this amendment addresses, Mr. Speaker, I think puts us in a 
fairly precarious position should this amendment pass in order 
to maintain a balance between not only the direction that the 
original court ruling came down on but also in regard to some 
deference to the veto message. So, Mr. Speaker, I think in order 
for us to move this bill forward in a good-faith effort to put  
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a bill on the Governor’s desk, I am afraid, Mr. Speaker, that this 
amendment will be a step sideways, and I would ask the 
members to vote against amendment 6161. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair recognizes the 
gentleman, Mr. Thomas. 
 Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, I am honored to stand and join 
the majority leader in urging a “no” vote on the Schroder 
amendment. 
 I think very simply the Schroder amendment kind of flies in 
the face of all the hard work and energy that has gone into 
creating gaming opportunities in the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania. And I would like for the record to just be clear, 
the reason that we went down this road was because we have 
thousands, thousands of people going to West Virginia, going to 
New Jersey, taking Pennsylvania money into other States, and 
so this opportunity is really about capturing and retaining 
economics in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. So, 
Mr. Speaker, there were some very specific provisions in the 
original bill, in subsequent amendments, that this would 
destroy, and I think the majority leader was on the right course 
when he said that it is important for us to continue the balance 
that we have been able to establish. 
 So for those reasons, Mr. Speaker, I rise in opposition to 
amendment 6161. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the 
gentleman and recognizes the gentleman from Washington 
County, Mr. Solobay. 
 Mr. SOLOBAY. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Will the maker of the amendment rise for interrogation? 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman, Mr. Schroder, 
indicates he is willing to do so. You may begin. 
 Mr. SOLOBAY. Mr. Speaker, if this amendment passes, as 
has been discussed already several times – the legally on-time 
suppliers or hope-to-be suppliers have paid fees into being 
eligible to possibly be a supplier for the gaming industry of 
Pennsylvania – if this amendment would pass, would they lose 
all the funds and the fees that they have already submitted in? 
 Mr. SCHRODER. Mr. Speaker, I do not believe there is 
anything in this amendment requiring them to forfeit or lose 
those fees that they have already submitted. 
 Mr. SOLOBAY. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 The other question I would also ask, and maybe you will not 
even be able to answer this one, presently are there any 
manufacturers in the State of Pennsylvania that have 
Pennsylvania residents and citizens working in them right now 
that are manufacturers of gaming equipment? 
 Mr. SCHRODER. I am sorry. Could you repeat the last part 
of that question? 
 Mr. SOLOBAY. Are there any manufacturers that will be 
supplying the machines to our gaming venues in Pennsylvania, 
are there presently any manufacturers within the confines of the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania? 
 Mr. SCHRODER. Mr. Speaker, I do not know the answer to 
that question. 
 Mr. SOLOBAY. Okay. Thank you. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. That is all. If I could talk on the 
amendment. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman is in order and 
may proceed. 
 Mr. SOLOBAY. It has been somewhat said already a  
few times by a couple of the other speakers that the whole idea, 

the whole concept of bringing gaming into Pennsylvania, was 
obviously to create revenues for the State, create opportunities 
for people in our Commonwealth. By going directly to the 
manufacturers only, it has taken out a whole group of 
individuals who were hoping to have that possibility of a 
realization of either starting a business or working with a 
business on a business that is going to be obviously very 
popular and very, possibly, lucrative to them as a small business 
owner. By going directly to a group of manufacturers, who we 
do not even think there are any in the State right now, who will 
not be employing any Pennsylvania workers – basically, all the 
money for those machines will be going directly out of the State 
– I find it somewhat of an irony, if you would, to allow this 
particular amendment to pass. So therefore, I would also stand 
with most who have already spoken to vote against the 
amendment that is proposed before us. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the 
gentleman. 
 Did the gentleman, Mr. Steil, seek recognition? I was not 
sure before, but apparently you did. You may proceed. 
 Mr. STEIL. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I just obeyed your recommendation to sit down. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair appreciates that. 
There are very few of you who do that. Thank you. 
 Mr. STEIL. Thank you. 
 I want to stand here to support amendment A06161. The 
bottom line here is, you either believe in a free market economy 
or you do not believe in such an economy. If we want to create 
opportunities for Pennsylvania business, that is well and good, 
we should do that, but Pennsylvania business has to compete in 
the marketplace, the same marketplace that every other 
company has to compete in, whether they are in this State or 
outside this State. We can start passing laws that protect 
Pennsylvania business, but how are we going to respond when 
businesses in other States pass laws which bar Pennsylvania 
companies from doing business in their States? That is wrong. 
That is no longer a free market economy. It does not work just 
one way; it works two ways. 
 Support amendment A06161. Thank you. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the 
gentleman and recognizes the gentleman, Mr. DeLuca.  
Mr. DeLuca waives off. 
 Are there any other members seeking recognition? The 
gentleman from Luzerne, Mr. Tigue, and afterwards, Mr. Vitali 
will be recognized. 
 Mr. TIGUE. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I find this a very interesting debate on this 
particular amendment. For those of us who were outside of the 
room where all of this stuff has been negotiated and who are 
outside the Gaming Control Board, I think we should pay 
attention. 
 The number one reason for adopting the slots, Act 71, was to 
do Act 72 to provide tax relief to the people of Pennsylvania in 
the form of money to reduce their property taxes. As far as  
I know and as far as I can ascertain, again being on the outside, 
is the number one reason this is held up is because the board, 
and in my opinion, with interference from some legislators, has 
not been able to come to an agreement about the suppliers, and 
as a result of that, we sit here almost 2 years after the fact 
without any provisions for licensing operators or anyone else.  
I submit to you that by adopting an amendment such as this— 
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And in fact, we should determine in law what the suppliers will 
be or should be or whether it is regional or statewide. If we pass 
this amendment, and I am not sure how far this bill is going to 
go anyway, but the point I am making is, let us pretend. Let us 
pretend that this bill, it does go to the Governor and he would 
sign it, we now have broken the logjam of the suppliers, the 
Gaming Board holding up the decision on the suppliers, to try to 
get these slot venues licensed and in operation so the people can 
benefit from the money. 
 I would ask you to support Mr. Schroder’s amendment 6161, 
because this may bring this to a head. We have to solve the 
supplier problem. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the 
gentleman and recognizes the gentleman from Delaware,  
Mr. Vitali. 
 Mr. VITALI. Would the gentleman, Mr. Schroder, stand for 
brief interrogation? 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman indicates that he 
will do that, and you may proceed. 
 Mr. VITALI. So as I am getting this, the gist of this 
amendment is to give the gaming facilities who want to get 
these slot machines the option, if they want to, to just bypass the 
supplier and go right to the manufacturer. 
 Mr. SCHRODER. That would be correct, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. VITALI. And that bypassing of supplier is done in other 
States, right? 
 Mr. SCHRODER. It is my understanding that most other 
States, I will not say all because I am not quite sure, but most 
other States do not even have this supplier requirement like 
Pennsylvania has. It was something that was peculiar with 
Pennsylvania gaming law that, when it passed here in Act 71, 
that this exclusive right to sell was given to this middleman, the 
supplier. 
 Mr. VITALI. Is there any reason why we even need a 
supplier? I am trying to get, why do we even need suppliers? 
 Mr. SCHRODER. Mr. Speaker, I think I know what you are 
asking, and I would agree with you that we probably do not 
need suppliers. You know, one could offer an amendment to 
eliminate suppliers altogether and that might find some support. 
The fact is, we are somewhat down the road in this process, you 
know, right now, and I think, you know, it just was my decision 
based upon conversation with others that perhaps the best way 
to go at this point would be to just take away the exclusivity of 
the supplier. 
 Mr. VITALI. Okay. Thank you. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. Did the gentleman,  
Mr. Clymer, seek recognition? 
 Mr. CLYMER. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, very briefly, this is a good-government 
amendment, and I would ask support for the Schroder 
amendment. Thank you. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. Are there any other members 
seeking recognition? Mr. Wheatley? Mr. Wheatley, are you 
seeking recognition? You are recognized. You may begin. 
 Mr. WHEATLEY. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I am not going to belabor this point, but I am 
going to say this from my own perspective, and we all have to 
make our own determination and decisions. But I know, for one, 
had I known that a commitment to making sure all Pennsylvania 
citizens would participate in this new industry was not going to 
be kept and protected, I, for one, would not have voted to 

expand gambling so that a manufacturer that controls most of 
the market nationwide and now wants to control Pennsylvania’s 
market and the supplier market without any benefit or any 
inclusion is not worth it. I mean, I think for too long we as 
Pennsylvanians have said we want to be leaders in the country 
and not followers. Just because other States have done it or done 
it a certain way does not mean that Pennsylvania cannot put a 
special twist to what we do to make sure all Pennsylvanians are 
included, and I think the citizens, especially minority and 
women business owners who themselves are hoping to benefit 
and participate in this new gaming industry, they deserve our 
support in that effort, and I think stripping this away under the 
guise of free market is another way to strip protections from 
people who traditionally have not been allowed to enter into this 
industry. 
 I think the fact that we look on a national level, we look at 
how many women-owned businesses and minority-owned 
businesses have been able to access this industry and develop 
themselves so they can be competitive has been minuscule, 
because it has always been a system that has benefited a few.  
I think we should be commended as a General Assembly to 
think about making this industry more inclusive, and maybe we 
did not get it all right, but I can say this amendment, by 
allowing manufacturers themselves to now come in and also be 
suppliers, is definitely not the way for us to go. There are other 
ways for us to get to what we want to get to, but we should not 
do it by excluding all other parties from participating, and  
I think that is what this amendment does. So I would again just 
say and encourage my colleagues here to vote against this 
amendment. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. Are there any other members 
seeking recognition? The gentleman, Mr. DeWeese. 
 Mr. DeWEESE. Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. 
 My observations are concise on this issue. I want to create 
jobs in Pennsylvania. Rather than have some monolithic 
manufacturing entity in the outskirts of Las Vegas sending 
machines in here automatically, I would like to have 10 or 15 or 
20 Pennsylvania firms operational, involved, and at the last 
count, many of them with significant women and minority 
involvement in these firms that have applied for supplier 
operations. I would rather have them as part of the process, and 
that is why I am going to vote “no” on Mr. Schroder’s 
amendment. If his amendment goes in, in my view, many 
minority-owned firms, many firms with women in powerful 
positions in those firms, will be relegated to an inconsequential 
involvement in this process, and Pennsylvania jobs will not be 
created. 
 So it is pretty simple for me: Pennsylvania jobs, yes; 
Schroder amendment, “no.” 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The question recurs, will the 
House agree to the amendment? On that question, the 
gentleman, Mr. Vitali, is recognized for the second time. 
 Mr. VITALI. I just want to argue in support of the Schroder 
amendment. 
 I am for jobs, but I do not see what function these 
middlemen are supplying. The manufacturers of these slots 
make the slots and the casinos use the slots. What the heck is 
happening in the middle? You are just shipping them to some 
holding company who then in turn ships them to the casinos.  
It is ridiculous. It is protectionism. It is wrong. And I think there 
are a lot of politics, although I cannot prove it, going behind the 
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scenes here. These are very lucrative things to have, but they 
add no value to the process. It makes Pennsylvania have the 
reputation of being bad for business. 
 I do not think we should be creating make-work jobs. I do 
not think we should be creating jobs that add no value to the 
economy. If you wanted to buy a product that was made out of 
State and you could just simply order it out of State and have it 
shipped directly to you, why would you need and would you not 
resent being forced to go through a middleman who is going to 
add a higher price to that product? 
 I am for jobs, but this is just the wrong way to go. I urge vote 
“yes” on Schroder. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman, Mr. Sainato, is 
recognized. 
 Mr. SAINATO. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I rise to support the Schroder amendment as well. I have 
listened to this debate. Most States do not have a middleman to 
distribute slot machines. I do not think any other State does.  
I cannot be exactly right on that. Where we are coming up with 
this idea to have someone in the middle to do this, I concur with 
my colleague from Delaware County; it makes no business 
sense to do this. 
 I agree we need to create jobs, but jobs, when there is  
no duty to perform, makes no sense. I do not understand this.  
I honestly do not, because we—  In going back to my colleague, 
Mr. Tigue, the whole purpose of this was supposed to be for 
property tax reform. Now we want to create jobs by adding 
middlemen to something that is not needed. 
 So I am going to support the Schroder amendment, 
Mr. Speaker. Let us get the machines finally going in 
Pennsylvania. A year and a half since we legalized it, and we 
are fighting to create jobs that do not exist to put middlemen in 
between the product. So I mean, I think the amendment makes a 
lot of sense, and I support this amendment, Mr. Speaker. Let us 
get down to business. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman, Mr. DeWeese, 
is recognized. 
 Mr. DeWEESE. He does not buy his beer from  
Anheuser-Busch in St. Louis. He does not buy his Ford from 
Dearborn. He does not buy his cigarettes by going down to 
Winston-Salem, North Carolina. We have small businesses all 
over this State and all over this country. He does not go down to 
High Point, North Carolina, to get his sofa. I do not understand 
what the situation is. We are trying to create some small 
businesses. Now, if the XYZ casino enterprise has 20 machines 
that break down, we could have some Pennsylvania entities 
heavily populated with minorities and women in the servicing 
world, spare parts expertise. 
 I agree with the gentleman, Mr. Smith. I agree with the 
people that passed this legislation many moons ago. The antis 
are at it again, and I think the Schroder amendment is 
emblematic of a negative attitude towards this process, and I 
would ask for the defeat of the Schroder amendment. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair recognizes, for the 
second time, Mr. Schroder. 
 Mr. SCHRODER. You know, Mr. Speaker, I think it is  
a negative aspect towards this amendment when we have 
lobbyists who are on the names of these licenses for suppliers. 
That is the kind of thing we are fighting here in Pennsylvania,  
if you really want to get down to it, that kind of influence, and 
that is why we should pass this amendment. 

 Mr. Speaker, there is a reason why you do not go to  
North Carolina to buy your cigarettes and go directly to 
Anheuser-Busch to buy your beer. That is because the free 
market has set up these types of suppliers to sell that product to 
individuals. Mr. Speaker, this is an artificial arrangement that 
was created in Act 71 and one that is not needed and is not 
necessary. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair recognizes the 
gentleman, Mr. Tigue, for the second time. 
 Mr. TIGUE. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, this is amazing. We are hearing about the 
creation of local jobs. Does anyone here think that—  Let us 
pretend, let us pretend this passes, and I am a manufacturer in 
Nevada. Do you think when there is a machine broken down  
I am going to fly somebody from Las Vegas or Reno or Tahoe 
or Elko, or wherever in Nevada, into Philadelphia to fix the 
machines? This is not about small jobs. This is about who 
controls the money and the supply and whom they have to deal 
with. That changes this. 
 If I am a manufacturer of a slot machine and there is a place 
in Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, wherever they are going to be, I am 
going to have people on site. Do you think IBM or Xerox or 
anybody, because they have their headquarters someplace and 
you can buy from them, they do not create jobs where their 
products are? That is ridiculous. That is not what this is about. 
 Let us get this going. Let us break the logjam with the 
supplier issue and get on with what we passed almost 2 years 
ago. We will create jobs. The question is, are the people who 
have the supplier applications in going to get the jobs? I would 
think not, not if the manufacturer finds out they can provide it 
for a lower price. But as somebody said, that is free market. 
That is our capital system. 
 I support the Schroder amendment, and I would ask 
everybody to do so. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. Are there any other members 
seeking recognition on this amendment? Seeing none

On the question recurring, 
 Will the House agree to the amendment? 
 

The following roll call was recorded: 
 

YEAS–102 
 
Adolph Gabig Melio Sainato 
Armstrong Gerber Metcalfe Samuelson 
Baker Gillespie Miller, R. Saylor 
Baldwin Gingrich Miller, S. Scavello 
Barrar Haluska Mustio Schroder 
Bastian Hanna Nailor Semmel 
Benninghoff Harhai Nickol Shaner 
Birmelin Harhart O’Brien Shapiro 
Boyd Harper O’Neill Smith, B. 
Casorio Hennessey Pallone Steil 
Causer Hershey Petrarca Stern 
Cawley Hickernell Petri Stetler 
Clymer Hutchinson Pickett Stevenson, R. 
Cornell Kauffman Pistella Stevenson, T. 
Corrigan Keller, M. Pyle Tangretti 
Costa Killion Quigley Taylor, E. Z. 
Crahalla LaGrotta Rapp Tigue 
Creighton Leach Raymond True 
Dally Leh Reed Turzai 
DeLuca Levdansky Reichley Vitali 
Denlinger Mackereth Roberts Watson 
Diven Maher Rohrer Wilt 
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Ellis Major Ross Yewcic 
Fleagle Manderino Rubley Yudichak 
Forcier McIlhattan Ruffing Zug 
Freeman McIlhinney 
 

NAYS–96 
 
Allen Fabrizio Kotik Santoni 
Argall Fairchild Lederer Sather 
Bebko-Jones Feese Lescovitz Siptroth 
Belardi Fichter Maitland Smith, S. H. 
Belfanti Flick Mann Solobay 
Beyer Frankel Markosek Sonney 
Biancucci Gannon Marsico Staback 
Blackwell Geist McCall Stairs 
Blaum George McGill Sturla 
Bunt Gergely McNaughton Surra 
Buxton Godshall Micozzie Taylor, J. 
Caltagirone Good Millard Thomas 
Cappelli Goodman Mundy Veon 
Civera Grell Oliver Walko 
Cohen Grucela Parker Wansacz 
Cruz Gruitza Payne Waters 
Curry Harris Petrone Wheatley 
Daley Hasay Phillips Williams 
Dermody Herman Preston Wojnaroski 
DeWeese Hess Ramaley Wright 
DiGirolamo James Readshaw Youngblood 
Donatucci Josephs Rieger 
Eachus Keller, W. Roebuck 
Evans, D. Kenney Rooney Perzel, 
Evans, J. Kirkland      Speaker 
 

NOT VOTING–0 
 

EXCUSED–3 
 
Bishop McGeehan Myers 
 

The majority having voted in the affirmative, the question 
was determined in the affirmative and the amendment was 
agreed to. 
 

On the question recurring, 
 Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration as 
amended? 
 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair recognizes the 
gentleman, Mr. Clymer, and asks what amendments he would 
like to have us consider at this point. 
 Mr. CLYMER. Mr. Speaker, I would like to do amendment 
6181. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the 
gentleman. 
 

On the question recurring, 
 Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration as 
amended? 
 

Mr. CLYMER offered the following amendment No. 
A06181: 

Amend Title, page 1, line 11 (A06146), by inserting after 
“records,” 
 for regulatory authority of board, 
 Amend Sec. 6, page 17, lines 43 through 45 (A06146),  
by striking out “, 1206(a), (c), (d) and” in line 43, all of line 44 and 
“and 1403(c)(3)(v)” in line 45 and inserting 
 and 1206(a), (c), (d) and (f) 

 Amend Bill, page 19, by inserting between lines 32 and 33 
(A06146) 
 Section 6.1.  Section 1207 of Title 4 is amended by adding a 
paragraph to read: 
§ 1207.  Regulatory authority of board. 
 The board shall have the power and its duties shall be to: 
 * * *

(18)  Require that each licensed gaming entity that offers 
patrons total rewards cards that track the amount of money and 
time spent gaming in order to determine the value of provisions 
or complimentary services to their patrons issue monthly 
statements that list patrons’ gaming winnings and losses.
Section 6.2.  Sections 1208(1), 1304(b), 1305(a) and (b), 1306, 

1309(a)(1), 1311 and 1403(c)(3)(v) of Title 4 are amended to read:  
 

On the question, 
 Will the House agree to the amendment? 
 

Mr. CLYMER. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. On that question, the Chair 
recognizes the gentleman, Mr. Clymer. 
 Mr. CLYMER. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Sorry for that. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. Hold off for a minute,  
Mr. Clymer. 
 Members need to be quiet. Please take your seats. Follow the 
example of Representative Steil. Members will need to be quiet. 
We are still not quiet enough for Mr. Clymer to be heard. 
 Mr. Clymer, you may begin. 
 Mr. CLYMER. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, briefly, what this amendment does, it says that 
if a patron goes into a casino and gets a comp card, a reward 
card, that at the end of that month, the casinos must send that 
person who owns that comp card, reward card, a monthly 
statement, and that would reflect, of course, on the winnings 
and on the losses. 
 Mr. Speaker, we have on many occasions emphasized the 
importance of families in Pennsylvania and across the nation, 
and what this will do is that if the spouse has been spending 
recklessly at a casino and the family is unaware of it, they will 
remain unaware. We think that by sending a monthly statement 
to the home, that one of the spouses will see that the husband or 
wife has been deeply in debt, thousands of dollars, and then we 
will take those motions, we will do those things to save the 
family by telling the husband or wife, you know, you need help. 
We have got to get you into treatment. 
 That is the genesis of the amendment, and I would ask 
support from the members. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. Are there any members seeking 
recognition on this amendment? If not, the question recurs
The Chair suspends for a moment. 
 

On the question recurring, 
 Will the House agree to the amendment? 
 

The following roll call was recorded: 
 

YEAS–99 
 
Adolph Forcier Leh Reichley 
Allen Freeman Mackereth Rohrer 
Argall Gabig Maher Ruffing 
Armstrong Gannon Maitland Samuelson 
Baker Geist Major Sather 
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Baldwin George Marsico Saylor 
Barrar Gillespie McIlhattan Schroder 
Bastian Gingrich Metcalfe Semmel 
Benninghoff Good Micozzie Smith, B. 
Birmelin Grell Miller, R. Smith, S. H. 
Boyd Hanna Miller, S. Sonney 
Cappelli Harhart Mustio Stern 
Causer Harper Nailor Stevenson, R. 
Cawley Harris Nickol Stevenson, T. 
Civera Hennessey O’Brien Taylor, E. Z. 
Clymer Herman Payne Tigue 
Cornell Hershey Petrarca True 
Crahalla Hess Phillips Turzai 
Creighton Hickernell Pickett Vitali 
Denlinger Hutchinson Pistella Wilt 
Diven Kauffman Pyle Yewcic 
Ellis Keller, M. Quigley Zug 
Fairchild Keller, W. Rapp 
Feese Killion Raymond Perzel, 
Fleagle Lederer Reed     Speaker 
Flick 
 

NAYS–99 
 
Bebko-Jones Evans, J. McCall Shaner 
Belardi Fabrizio McGill Shapiro 
Belfanti Fichter McIlhinney Siptroth 
Beyer Frankel McNaughton Solobay 
Biancucci Gerber Melio Staback 
Blackwell Gergely Millard Stairs 
Blaum Godshall Mundy Steil 
Bunt Goodman Oliver Stetler 
Buxton Grucela O’Neill Sturla 
Caltagirone Gruitza Pallone Surra 
Casorio Haluska Parker Tangretti 
Cohen Harhai Petri Taylor, J. 
Corrigan Hasay Petrone Thomas 
Costa James Preston Veon 
Cruz Josephs Ramaley Walko 
Curry Kenney Readshaw Wansacz 
Daley Kirkland Rieger Waters 
Dally Kotik Roberts Watson 
DeLuca LaGrotta Roebuck Wheatley 
Dermody Leach Rooney Williams 
DeWeese Lescovitz Ross Wojnaroski 
DiGirolamo Levdansky Rubley Wright 
Donatucci Manderino Sainato Youngblood 
Eachus Mann Santoni Yudichak 
Evans, D. Markosek Scavello 
 

NOT VOTING–0 
 

EXCUSED–3 
 
Bishop McGeehan Myers 
 

Less than the majority having voted in the affirmative, the 
question was determined in the negative and the amendment 
was not agreed to. 
 

On the question recurring, 
 Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration as 
amended? 
 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Does the gentleman,  
Mr. Clymer, have another amendment he would like to offer? 
 Mr. CLYMER. Yes, I do, Mr. Speaker. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. Would you give the Chair the 
number, please. 
 Mr. CLYMER. It is A6182. 

 On the question recurring, 
 Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration as 
amended? 
 

Mr. CLYMER offered the following amendment No. 
A06182: 

Amend Sec. 4  (Sec. 1202), page 16, by inserting between  
lines 29 and 30 (A06145) 
 (30)  To prohibit smoking on the premises of licensed 

facilities.

On the question, 
 Will the House agree to the amendment? 
 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. On that question, the Chair 
recognizes the gentleman from Bucks County, Mr. Clymer. 
 Mr. CLYMER. Mr. Speaker, it is another easy amendment.  
It is another easy amendment for members to vote on. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the gentleman suspend for 
a moment. Will the gentleman suspend. 
 Members of the House, please tone down your 
conversations. We are getting too loud again. It is becoming 
difficult to hear any of the speakers at the microphones. Please, 
tone down your conversations or take them out of the hall of the 
House. Members, please keep your conversations down. 
 The gentleman, Mr. Clymer, may proceed. 
 Mr. CLYMER. Mr. Speaker, what this does, it prohibits 
smoking on the licensed facilities so that when people are in 
there playing the slot machines, there will be no smoking. Many 
times I have heard members on both sides talk about the fact 
that smoking and how dangerous it is to one’s health, that 
secondary smoke can create serious problems. We used the 
tobacco money to do education, and you know, I could go on 
and on about all the problems dealing with smoking, and if we 
are going to be consistent in dealing with this issue, then what 
we have to do is pass this legislation to prohibit smoking in 
these gambling facilities, in these licensed facilities, and 
therefore, Mr. Speaker, I would ask the members to support this 
amendment. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. Are there any members seeking 
recognition on this amendment? 
 Mr. Sainato, you are recognized. 
 Mr. SAINATO. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I rise to oppose this amendment. The studies have shown that 
many people that go to casinos do smoke. States that have 
banned it, in the neighboring State of Delaware, their business 
has gone down 30, 40 percent when they banned it totally. We 
should have separate nonsmoking sections and allow the 
smoking customers their section. If you do this, you are  
pretty much going to drive those people right to Atlantic City or 
New York and the places that do not have a smoking ban.  
So there are much financial consequences by passing this 
amendment that would be in effect in these facilities. I have 
studied that, and I am just telling you, if we want to raise money 
that we are supposed to raise to cut people’s property taxes, we 
should not be sending customers across the State line to do it. 
We are supposed to be encouraging them to come here, and 
people from Delaware would love this amendment, because 
they know as soon as our facilities open, their smokers in 
Delaware are coming to Pennsylvania to put money in our 
machines. 
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Thank you. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. Are there any other members 
seeking recognition? Seeing none

On the question recurring, 
 Will the House agree to the amendment? 
 

The following roll call was recorded: 
 

YEAS–72 
 
Allen Diven Kenney Reichley 
Armstrong Evans, D. Killion Roberts 
Baker Fairchild Leach Roebuck 
Baldwin Feese Maitland Rohrer 
Barrar Fleagle Major Ruffing 
Bastian Forcier Markosek Samuelson 
Benninghoff Freeman McIlhattan Sather 
Birmelin Gabig Melio Saylor 
Blaum Hanna Miller, S. Schroder 
Boyd Harper Mundy Shapiro 
Cappelli Harris Mustio Smith, B. 
Clymer Herman Phillips Sonney 
Cornell Hess Pickett Stern 
Creighton Hickernell Pistella Taylor, E. Z. 
Cruz Hutchinson Quigley True 
Dally Josephs Ramaley Turzai 
Denlinger Kauffman Rapp Vitali 
DiGirolamo Keller, M. Reed Youngblood 
 

NAYS–124 
 
Adolph Geist McCall Shaner 
Argall George McGill Siptroth 
Bebko-Jones Gerber McIlhinney Smith, S. H. 
Belardi Gergely McNaughton Solobay 
Belfanti Gillespie Metcalfe Staback 
Beyer Gingrich Micozzie Stairs 
Biancucci Godshall Millard Steil 
Blackwell Good Miller, R. Stetler 
Bunt Goodman Nailor Stevenson, R. 
Buxton Grell Nickol Stevenson, T. 
Caltagirone Grucela O’Brien Sturla 
Casorio Gruitza Oliver Surra 
Causer Haluska O’Neill Tangretti 
Cawley Harhai Pallone Taylor, J. 
Civera Harhart Parker Thomas 
Cohen Hasay Payne Tigue 
Corrigan Hennessey Petrarca Walko 
Costa Hershey Petri Wansacz 
Crahalla James Petrone Waters 
Curry Keller, W. Preston Watson 
Daley Kirkland Pyle Wheatley 
DeLuca Kotik Raymond Williams 
Dermody LaGrotta Readshaw Wilt 
Donatucci Lederer Rieger Wojnaroski 
Eachus Leh Rooney Wright 
Ellis Lescovitz Ross Yewcic 
Evans, J. Levdansky Rubley Yudichak 
Fabrizio Mackereth Sainato Zug 
Fichter Maher Santoni 
Flick Manderino Scavello 
Frankel Mann Semmel Perzel, 
Gannon Marsico      Speaker 
 

NOT VOTING–2 
 
DeWeese Veon 
 

EXCUSED–3 
 
Bishop McGeehan Myers 
 

Less than the majority having voted in the affirmative, the 
question was determined in the negative and the amendment 
was not agreed to. 
 

On the question recurring, 
 Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration as 
amended? 
 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Does the gentleman,  
Mr. Clymer, have another amendment? 
 Mr. CLYMER. Mr. Speaker, I would like to withdraw 6183 
since that has been debated, and I would like to withdraw 6214 
as well. That was incorrectly— 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. Well, we can only do one at a 
time here. 
 Mr. CLYMER. Okay. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. So tell me which one you 
would like to do right now. 
 Mr. CLYMER. 6215, amendment 6215. 
 

On the question recurring, 
 Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration as 
amended? 
 

Mr. CLYMER offered the following amendment No. 
A06215: 

Amend Sec. 2 (Sec. 1201), page 6, line 50 (A06145), by inserting 
after “services”

and discounts
Amend Sec. 10 (Sec. 1512), page 31, line 18 (A06145), by 

inserting after “services”
and discounts

Amend Sec. 10 (Sec. 1512), page 31, line 59 (A06145), by 
inserting after “services”

and discounts
Amend Sec. 10 (Sec. 1512), page 32, line 3 (A06145), by 

inserting after “service”
or discount

Amend Sec. 10 (Sec. 1512), page 32, line 9 (A06145), by 
inserting after “service”

or discount
Amend Sec. 10 (Sec. 1512), page 32, line 17 (A06145), by 

inserting after “service”
or discount

Amend Sec. 10 (Sec. 1512), page 32, line 24 (A06145), by 
inserting after “service”

or discount

On the question, 
 Will the House agree to the amendment? 
 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. On that question, the Chair 
recognizes the gentleman, Mr. Clymer. 
 Mr. CLYMER. Mr. Speaker, this deals with the discounts, 
one of the loopholes that the gentleman from Beaver County 
was talking about, the courtesy allowances. This restores the 
original language that we had in SB 862 to prohibit it, prohibit 
those discounts and special courtesy allowances. 
 However, Mr. Speaker, I do believe when the issue was 
raised about the fact that people, AARP and others, who get 
discounts by the general public, I think legislators, public 
officials, would fit that definition as well, so I do not know why 
that would be an offense if public officials got the same 
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discounts as the general public. So that is what my amendment 
does. It just restores the language that was in SB 862 and 
eliminates discounts and eliminates the courtesies that would be 
extended. 
 So I am sure there is support over on the other side of the 
aisle on this because they spoke very fervently as this being a 
major concern to them, so we are now restoring this part of the 
bill, and I would ask, obviously, for support for my amendment. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the 
gentleman and recognizes the gentleman from Delaware 
County, Mr. Gannon. 
 Mr. GANNON. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I rise in opposition to the amendment, 6215. 
The other arguments aside about AARP and AAA, which I still 
think was a valid argument, where a government official is 
attempting to get a discount through that card, that aside, when 
you are traveling on business anywhere in this Commonwealth 
and you are going to stay at a hotel or get services at a hotel, 
because you are a government official, you are entitled to a 
discount as a government official, and if you are on official 
business, that means you are sending that bill to the taxpayers. 
That expense is going to be ultimately paid by the taxpayers. 
 If this amendment were approved, then you as a government 
official could not request a discount as a government official on 
government business and you would have to pay the full rack 
rate. Now, that rack rate is the highest price that is paid for a 
room, the highest published price that is paid for a room. Very, 
very few pay that rack rate, which is the highest priced 
published rate, but if this amendment was put into the bill and 
the hotel you stayed at in Pittsburgh or Allentown or Erie or 
Philadelphia was affiliated or owned by a gaming company, for 
example, a Hilton, Marriott, a Holiday Inn, just to name a 
couple off the top of my head, you would have to tell them that 
I have to pay the highest published rate that you charge, because 
if I do otherwise, I would go to jail for a year and could be fined 
$10,000 or whatever it is. 
 That is the reason that this language was removed, that this 
change took place, so that you could continue to get the best 
discount for your taxpayers, who are paying the bill, when you 
are traveling on business, and I ask for a “no” vote on the 
Clymer amendment. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. Are any other members seeking 
recognition? 
 The gentleman, Mr. Samuelson, is recognized. 
 Mr. SAMUELSON. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 The previous speaker, Mr. Gannon, argued for a “no” vote 
saying that public officials should get the best discount possible. 
Well, I rise to support the Clymer amendment, because without 
the Clymer amendment, we are left with the original Gannon 
language. That was described in detail earlier tonight by the 
minority whip. And if you look at that language on page 2 in the 
definition section and pages 31 and 32 in the body of the bill, 
that would prohibit public officials from getting free hotel 
rooms and free services but it would allow public officials to get 
a hotel room for $1 or $2. 
 Now, that is not what Mr. Gannon was talking about with 
AARP discounts or government discounts. That opens a can of 
worms. If you allow public officials, whether that is a legislator, 
the mayor, a county executive, county council, county 
commissioners, city council, if you allow public officials to get 
discounted services at casinos for a rate that is not available to 
the public, that is an invitation for trouble. 

 I commend the gentleman, Mr. Clymer, for offering this 
amendment to clean this language up, and I urge an affirmative 
vote. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair recognizes the 
gentleman for the second time, Mr. Gannon. 
 Mr. GANNON. Mr. Speaker, I cannot let those previous 
remarks go unchallenged. 
 (Additional remarks by Mr. Gannon at this point were 
voluntarily stricken from the record.) 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mr. Gannon? Mr. Gannon, 
suspend. Mr. Gannon, suspend for a moment. The gentleman 
knows that he should not make remarks— 
 Mr. GANNON. I withdraw those remarks, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I said a government official on government 
business. I did not even imply, I did not infer that some 
government official was going to go down to some casino and 
demand a discount because of who he was. I specifically said, 
when you are on government business, you are entitled to the 
government rate, which in many instances and most instances 
the best rate that a hotel would offer, and they do not offer it to 
the public. They only offer it to government officials when they 
are on government business, and a legislator under this 
amendment would be denied that right. 
 This would be something that was denied to the taxpayers, 
because the taxpayers are going to pay that rate when you are on 
official business, and I want to make that very clear, and I feel 
strongly about this, and I do not like the implication that this 
was to protect government officials so they could go down and 
get a room for $1. I do not know what the government rate was 
at the hotel he is talking about, but if the government rate was 
$1 and they gave it to all government officials, so be it, when 
they are on government business, because the taxpayers are 
going to eventually end up paying this, and I think this discount 
language should be continued to be removed because it only 
penalizes the taxpayers who are going to end up paying the bill. 
Now we are going to ask them to pay the highest rate that they 
can be charged when they are on official business, official 
business. I do not care what you pay when you are on your own, 
because you are going to pay it out of your own pocket, and  
I ask for a “no” vote. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. Are there any other members 
seeking recognition? Seeing none then

On the question recurring, 
 Will the House agree to the amendment? 
 

The following roll call was recorded: 
 

YEAS–123 
 
Allen Fairchild Maher Ruffing 
Argall Fleagle Maitland Samuelson 
Armstrong Forcier Major Sather 
Baker Frankel McCall Scavello 
Baldwin Freeman McIlhattan Schroder 
Bastian Gabig McIlhinney Semmel 
Belardi Geist Melio Shapiro 
Benninghoff George Metcalfe Siptroth 
Beyer Gerber Miller, R. Solobay 
Birmelin Gergely Miller, S. Sonney 
Blaum Gingrich Mundy Staback 
Boyd Godshall Mustio Steil 
Cappelli Goodman Nickol Stern 
Casorio Grucela O’Brien Stevenson, R. 
Causer Haluska O’Neill Stevenson, T. 
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Cawley Hanna Pallone Surra 
Clymer Harhart Parker Tangretti 
Cohen Harris Petrarca Tigue 
Cornell Hennessey Petri True 
Crahalla Herman Phillips Turzai 
Creighton Hershey Pickett Veon 
Curry Hess Preston Vitali 
Daley Hickernell Pyle Walko 
Dally Hutchinson Quigley Wansacz 
Denlinger Kauffman Ramaley Watson 
Dermody Keller, M. Rapp Wheatley 
DeWeese Kotik Reed Wilt 
DiGirolamo Leh Reichley Wright 
Diven Lescovitz Rohrer Yewcic 
Ellis Levdansky Ross Zug 
Evans, D. Mackereth Rubley 
 

NAYS–75 
 
Adolph Flick Mann Santoni 
Barrar Gannon Markosek Saylor 
Bebko-Jones Gillespie Marsico Shaner 
Belfanti Good McGill Smith, B. 
Biancucci Grell McNaughton Smith, S. H. 
Blackwell Gruitza Micozzie Stairs 
Bunt Harhai Millard Stetler 
Buxton Harper Nailor Sturla 
Caltagirone Hasay Oliver Taylor, E. Z. 
Civera James Payne Taylor, J. 
Corrigan Josephs Petrone Thomas 
Costa Keller, W. Pistella Waters 
Cruz Kenney Raymond Williams 
DeLuca Killion Readshaw Wojnaroski 
Donatucci Kirkland Rieger Youngblood 
Eachus LaGrotta Roberts Yudichak 
Evans, J. Leach Roebuck 
Fabrizio Lederer Rooney Perzel, 
Feese Manderino Sainato     Speaker 
Fichter 
 

NOT VOTING–0 
 

EXCUSED–3 
 
Bishop McGeehan Myers 
 

The majority having voted in the affirmative, the question 
was determined in the affirmative and the amendment was 
agreed to. 
 

On the question recurring, 
 Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration as 
amended? 
 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mr. Clymer, do you have any 
other amendments? 
 Mr. CLYMER. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I want to thank the members on both sides for 
your affirmative vote. At this hour of the night, it is certainly an 
encouraging sign, but I only have two more amendments and 
then I am through. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. Which one would you like us 
to consider at this time? 
 Mr. CLYMER. A06264. It is a preemption of Philadelphia 
and— 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mr. Clymer, just hold off for a 
moment. 
 

On the question recurring, 
 Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration as 
amended? 
 

Mr. CLYMER offered the following amendment No. 
A06264: 
 

Amend Title, page 1, lines 31 through 33 (A06145), by striking 
out “and for submission of” in line 31, all of line 32 and “class; further 
providing” in line 33 and inserting 
 criminal history background investigations, for 

submission of fingerprints and 
 Amend Sec. 17, page 44, lines 26 through 32 (A06145), by 
striking out all of said lines 
 Amend Sec. 18, page 44, line 33 (A06145), by striking out “18” 
and inserting 
 17 
 Amend Sec. 19, page 45, line 25 (A06145), by striking out “19” 
and inserting 
 18 
 Amend Sec. 20, page 45, line 28 (A06145), by striking out “20” 
and inserting 
 19 
 Amend Sec. 21, page 45, line 34 (A06145), by striking out “21” 
and inserting 
 20 
 

On the question, 
 Will the House agree to the amendment? 
 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. On that question, the Chair 
recognizes the gentleman, Mr. Clymer. 
 Mr. CLYMER. Again, Mr. Speaker, this allows the city 
government in the class 1-A city to have the ability to make 
decisions on where a casino is to be located. This was another 
issue that was brought up earlier in the evening as a loophole in 
the bill. You heard the arguments on both sides. I am not going 
to go into that. 
 This just allows city council to make those decisions.  
People would have the right to contact their local city officials 
and voice their opinions either for or against a casino, and  
I would ask for an affirmative vote. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the 
gentleman and recognizes the lady from Philadelphia County, 
Representative Manderino. 
 Ms. MANDERINO. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, the amendment that popped up on the screen on 
my desk deals with fingerprints, so I want to make sure that 
either what is on the screen is incorrect or maybe Mr. Clymer 
called up the wrong amendment there? 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair recognizes the 
gentleman, Mr. Clymer, for interrogation. 
 Mr. CLYMER. To respond to your question, I read the same 
thing, and I had gone to staff and said, are you sure I got the 
right amendment; it talks about fingerprints, and they said, yes, 
it is the correct amendment. 
 Ms. MANDERINO. Mr. Speaker, could you hold off voting 
on that until I can read the language? Can we take a minute 
break so I could read the language of the amendment then? 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. As in 60 seconds? The Chair 
will suspend for 60 seconds at the request of Representative 
Manderino. 
 Representative Manderino, are you prepared now? 
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Ms. MANDERINO. Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 May I interrogate the maker of the amendment? 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman, Mr. Clymer, 
indicates he is willing to do so. You may proceed. 
 Ms. MANDERINO. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 As I look at the amendment that is filed, I do see that it is 
deleting all of section 17 on page 44, that my recollection from 
the last debate was my concern, which is the preemption 
language of the first class, but it also looks like it is deleting 
language in section 18, section 19, possibly section 20, and  
I cannot tell if it is just changing the numbers or if it is actually 
changing some additional substance. Could you clarify that? 
 Mr. CLYMER. Yes. Mr. Speaker, we are just changing the 
numbers. Mr. Speaker, we are just changing the numbers on 
that; that is all. 
 Ms. MANDERINO. Thank you. 
 My second question, and I do not know if this is a question 
for the gentleman, Mr. Clymer, or if it is a parliamentary 
inquiry, but I will state it and we will see where we go. 
 In the title of the amendment, which this is amending, in the 
introductory part of the Gannon amendment where we have an 
obligation under the way we draft statutes – I do not know if it 
is a constitutional obligation – but where we list the subject 
matters to be addressed in that particular bill, and I know  
there have been court cases on that, there is language in that 
first section, amendatory language that says, not—  See, the 
language that was on the line before that in the Gannon 
amendment dealt with providing for a duty to provide for in the 
submission of fingerprints. However, the sentence, the clause 
after that is providing for the exemption of cities of the  
first class. 
 If you are deleting the preemption for the city of the  
first class and you do not delete the language dealing with the 
preemption of the city of the first class or alternatively if you 
title the beginning of your amendment with something other 
than that, is there any negative effect on what you are trying to 
do? Is there any flaw in this amendment as it is drafted? 
 Mr. CLYMER. No; no, there is not. 
 Ms. MANDERINO. Okay. 
 Mr. CLYMER. It is a clean amendment to do what we said 
initially. 
 Ms. MANDERINO. Okay. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I rise in support of the Clymer amendment and ask folks to 
vote affirmatively on this. Thank you. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. Are there any other members 
seeking recognition on this amendment? Seeing none

On the question recurring, 
 Will the House agree to the amendment? 
 

The following roll call was recorded: 
 

YEAS–117 
 
Armstrong Eachus Lederer Sainato 
Baker Ellis Leh Samuelson 
Baldwin Evans, D. Lescovitz Santoni 
Bastian Fabrizio Levdansky Schroder 
Bebko-Jones Fleagle Maher Shapiro 
Belardi Forcier Manderino Siptroth 
Belfanti Frankel Markosek Smith, B. 
Biancucci Freeman McCall Solobay 
Birmelin Gabig McIlhattan Staback 
Blackwell George Melio Steil 

Blaum Gerber Metcalfe Stern 
Buxton Gergely Miller, S. Stetler 
Caltagirone Goodman Mundy Sturla 
Casorio Grucela O’Brien Surra 
Causer Gruitza Oliver Tangretti 
Cawley Haluska Pallone Taylor, E. Z. 
Clymer Hanna Parker Thomas 
Cohen Harhai Petrarca Tigue 
Corrigan Harris Petrone Veon 
Costa Hershey Pistella Vitali 
Creighton Hickernell Preston Walko 
Cruz Hutchinson Ramaley Wansacz 
Curry James Rapp Waters 
Daley Josephs Readshaw Wheatley 
DeLuca Kauffman Rieger Williams 
Denlinger Kirkland Roberts Wojnaroski 
Dermody Kotik Roebuck Yewcic 
DeWeese LaGrotta Rohrer Youngblood 
Diven Leach Ruffing Yudichak 
Donatucci 
 

NAYS–81 
 
Adolph Gillespie McIlhinney Sather 
Allen Gingrich McNaughton Saylor 
Argall Godshall Micozzie Scavello 
Barrar Good Millard Semmel 
Benninghoff Grell Miller, R. Shaner 
Beyer Harhart Mustio Smith, S. H. 
Boyd Harper Nailor Sonney 
Bunt Hasay Nickol Stairs 
Cappelli Hennessey O’Neill Stevenson, R. 
Civera Herman Payne Stevenson, T. 
Cornell Hess Petri Taylor, J. 
Crahalla Keller, M. Phillips True 
Dally Keller, W. Pickett Turzai 
DiGirolamo Kenney Pyle Watson 
Evans, J. Killion Quigley Wilt 
Fairchild Mackereth Raymond Wright 
Feese Maitland Reed Zug 
Fichter Major Reichley 
Flick Mann Rooney 
Gannon Marsico Ross Perzel, 
Geist McGill Rubley     Speaker 
 

NOT VOTING–0 
 

EXCUSED–3 
 
Bishop McGeehan Myers 
 

The majority having voted in the affirmative, the question 
was determined in the affirmative and the amendment was 
agreed to. 
 

On the question recurring, 
 Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration as 
amended? 
 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mr. Clymer, do you have one 
more amendment for us? 
 Mr. CLYMER. Yes, Mr. Speaker. I have a final amendment, 
and it is amendment A06263. 
 

On the question recurring, 
 Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration as 
amended? 
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Mr. CLYMER offered the following amendment No. 
A06263: 

Amend Title, page 1, lines 3 through 34 (A06145), by striking 
out all of said lines and inserting 
Amending Title 4 (Amusements) of the Pennsylvania Consolidated 

Statutes, making a repeal of the Pennsylvania Race Horse 
Development and Gaming Act. 

 Amend Bill, page 1, line 38; pages 2 through 44, lines 1 through 
59; page 45, lines 1 through 34 (A06145), by striking out all of said 
lines on said pages and inserting 
 Section 1.  Part II of Title 4 of the Pennsylvania Consolidated 
Statutes is amended to read: 

[PART II 
GAMING 

CHAPTER 11 
GENERAL PROVISIONS 

§ 1101.  Short title of part. 
 This part shall be known and may be cited as the Pennsylvania 
Race Horse Development and Gaming Act. 
§ 1102.  Legislative intent. 
 The General Assembly recognizes the following public policy 
purposes and declares that the following objectives of the 
Commonwealth are to be served by this part: 
 (1)  The primary objective of this part to which all other 

objectives and purposes are secondary is to protect the public 
through the regulation and policing of all activities involving 
gaming and practices that continue to be unlawful. 

 (2)  The authorization of limited gaming by the 
installation and operation of slot machines as authorized in this 
part is intended to enhance live horse racing, breeding programs, 
entertainment and employment in this Commonwealth. 

 (3)  The authorization of limited gaming is intended  
to provide a significant source of new revenue to the 
Commonwealth to support property tax relief, wage tax 
reduction, economic development opportunities and other similar 
initiatives. 

 (4)  The authorization of limited gaming is intended to 
positively assist the Commonwealth’s horse racing industry, 
support programs intended to foster and promote horse breeding 
and improve the living and working conditions of personnel who 
work and reside in and around the stable and backside areas of 
racetracks. 

 (5)  The authorization of limited gaming is intended to 
provide broad economic opportunities to the citizens of this 
Commonwealth and shall be implemented in such a manner as to 
prevent possible monopolization by establishing reasonable 
restrictions on the control of multiple licensed gaming facilities 
in this Commonwealth. 

 (6)  The authorization of limited gaming is intended to 
enhance the further development of the tourism market 
throughout this Commonwealth, including, but not limited to, 
year-round recreational and tourism locations in this 
Commonwealth. 

 (7)  Participation in limited gaming authorized under this 
part by any licensee or permittee shall be deemed a privilege, 
conditioned upon the proper and continued qualification of the 
licensee or permittee and upon the discharge of the affirmative 
responsibility of each licensee to provide the regulatory and 
investigatory authorities of the Commonwealth with assistance 
and information necessary to assure that the policies declared by 
this part are achieved. 

 (8)  Strictly monitored and enforced control over all 
limited gaming authorized by this part shall be provided through 
regulation, licensing and appropriate enforcement actions of 
specified locations, persons, associations, practices, activities, 
licensees and permittees. 

 

(9)  Strict financial monitoring and controls shall be 
established and enforced by all licensees or permittees. 

 (10)  The public interest of the citizens of this 
Commonwealth and the social effect of gaming shall be taken 
into consideration in any decision or order made pursuant to this 
part. 

 (11)  It is necessary to maintain the integrity of the 
regulatory control and legislative oversight over the operation of 
slot machines in this Commonwealth; to prevent the actual or 
appearance of corruption that may result from large campaign 
contributions; ensure the bipartisan administration of this part; 
and avoid actions that may erode public confidence in the system 
of representative government. 

§ 1103.  Definitions. 
 The following words and phrases when used in this part shall 
have the meanings given to them in this section unless the context 
clearly indicates otherwise: 
 “Affiliate” or “affiliated company.”  A person that directly or 
indirectly, through one or more intermediaries, controls, is controlled 
by or is under common control with a specified person. 
 “Applicant.”  Any person, officer, director or key employee, who 
on his own behalf or on behalf of another, is applying for permission to 
engage in any act or activity which is regulated under the provisions of 
this part. In cases in which the applicant is a corporation, foundation, 
organization, business trust, estate, limited liability company, trust, 
partnership, limited partnership, association or any other form of legal 
business entity, the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board shall 
determine the associated persons whose qualifications are necessary as 
a precondition to the licensing of the applicant. 
 “Approved,” “approval” or “approve.”  When used in reference 
to an application submitted to the State Horse Racing Commission or 
the State Harness Racing Commission to conduct harness or 
thoroughbred race meetings or the Pennsylvania Gaming Control 
Board to authorize and regulate the placement and operation of  
slot machines, the terms refer to the date that an application to the  
State Horse Racing Commission, State Harness Racing Commission or 
the board is granted regardless of the pendency of any administrative or 
judicial appeals or other legal action challenging the decision of either 
commission or the board. 
 “Associated equipment.”  Any equipment or mechanical, 
electromechanical or electronic contrivance, component or machine 
used in connection with gaming, including linking devices which 
connect to progressive slot machines or slot machines, replacement 
parts, equipment which affects the proper reporting of gross revenue, 
computerized systems for controlling and monitoring slot machines, 
including, but not limited to, the central control computer and devices 
for weighing or counting money. 
 “Authority.”  An authority created by the Commonwealth which 
purchases State gaming receipts under section 1202 (relating to general 
and specific powers). 
 “Background investigation.”  A security, criminal, credit and 
suitability investigation of a person as provided for in this part. The 
investigation shall include the status of taxes owed to the United States 
and to the Commonwealth and its political subdivisions. 
 “Backside area.”  Those areas of the racetrack facility that are not 
generally accessible to the public and which include, but are not limited 
to, those facilities commonly referred to as barns, track kitchens, 
recreation halls, backside employee quarters and training tracks, and 
roadways providing access thereto. The term does not include those 
areas of the racetrack facility which are generally accessible to the 
public, including the various buildings commonly referred to as the 
grandstand or the racing surfaces, paddock enclosures and walking 
rings. 
 “Board.”  The Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board established 
under section 1201 (relating to Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board 
established). 
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“Bonds.”  Bonds, notes, instruments, refunding notes and bonds 
and other evidences of indebtedness or obligations, which an authority 
issues to fund the purchase of State gaming receipts. 
 “Bureau.”  The Bureau of Investigations and Enforcement of the 
Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board. 
 “Central control computer.”  A central site computer controlled 
by the Department of Revenue and accessible by the Pennsylvania 
Gaming Control Board to which all slot machines communicate for the 
purpose of auditing capacity, real-time information retrieval of the 
details of any financial event that occurs in the operation of a  
slot machine, including, but not limited to, coin in, coin out, ticket in, 
ticket out, jackpots, machine door openings and power failure, and 
remote machine activation and disabling of slot machines. 
 “Cheat.”  To alter without authorization the elements of chance, 
method of selection or criteria which determine: 
 (1)  The result of a slot machine game. 
 (2)  The amount or frequency of payment in a  

slot machine game. 
 (3)  The value of a wagering instrument. 
 (4)  The value of a wagering credit. 
The term does not include altering for required maintenance and repair. 
 “Commission” or “commissions.”  The State Horse Racing 
Commission or the State Harness Racing Commission, or both as the 
context may require. 
 “Controlling interest.”  A person shall be deemed to have the 
ability to control a publicly traded corporation, or to elect one or more 
of the members of its board of directors, if such holder owns or 
beneficially holds 5% or more of the securities of such publicly traded 
domestic or foreign corporation, partnership, limited liability company 
or any other form of legal entity, unless such presumption of control or 
ability to elect is rebutted by clear and convincing evidence. A person 
who is a holder of securities of a privately held domestic or foreign 
corporation, partnership, limited liability company or any other form of 
legal entity shall be deemed to possess a controlling interest unless 
such presumption of control is rebutted by clear and convincing 
evidence. 
 “Conviction.”  A finding of guilt or a plea of guilty or  
nolo contendere, whether or not a judgment of sentence has been 
imposed as determined by the law of the jurisdiction in which the 
prosecution was held. The term does not include a conviction that has 
been expunged or overturned or for which an individual has been 
pardoned or an order of Accelerated Rehabilitative Disposition. 
 “Department.”  The Department of Revenue of the 
Commonwealth. 
 “Financial backer.”  An investor, mortgagee, bondholder, 
noteholder or other sources of equity or capital provided to an applicant 
or licensed entity. 
 “Fund.”  The State Gaming Fund established under section 1403 
(relating to establishment of State Gaming Fund and net slot machine 
revenue distribution). 
 “Gaming employee.”  Any employee of a slot machine licensee, 
including, but not limited to: 
 (1)  Cashiers. 
 (2)  Change personnel. 
 (3)  Counting room personnel. 
 (4)  Slot attendants. 
 (5)  Hosts or other persons authorized to extend 

complimentary services. 
 (6)  Machine mechanics or computer machine 

technicians. 
 (7)  Security personnel. 
 (8)  Surveillance personnel. 
 (9)  Supervisors and managers. 
The term includes employees of a person holding a supplier’s license 
whose duties are directly involved with the repair or distribution of  
slot machines and associated equipment sold or provided to the 
licensed facility within this Commonwealth as determined by the  
 

Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board. The term does not include 
bartenders, cocktail servers or other persons engaged solely in 
preparing or serving food or beverages, clerical or secretarial 
personnel, parking attendants, janitorial, stage, sound and light 
technicians and other nongaming personnel as determined by the board. 
 “Gross terminal revenue.”  The total of wagers received by a  
slot machine minus the total of: 
 (1)  Cash or cash equivalents paid out to patrons as a 

result of playing a slot machine which are paid to patrons either 
manually or paid out by the slot machine. 

 (2)  Cash paid to purchase annuities to fund prizes 
payable to patrons over a period of time as a result of playing a 
slot machine. 

 (3)  Any personal property distributed to a patron as the 
result of playing a slot machine. This does not include travel 
expenses, food, refreshments, lodging or services. 

The term does not include counterfeit money or tokens, coins or 
currency of other countries which are received in slot machines, except 
to the extent that they are readily convertible to United States currency, 
cash taken in fraudulent acts perpetrated against a slot machine licensee 
for which the licensee is not reimbursed or cash received as entry fees 
for contests or tournaments in which the patrons compete for prizes. 
 “Horsemen of this Commonwealth.”  A thoroughbred or 
standardbred horse owner or trainer who enters and runs his or her 
horse at a licensed racing entity in the current or prior calendar year 
and meets the requirements of the horsemen’s organization of which he 
or she is a member to participate in the receipt of benefits therefrom; or 
an employee of a trainer who meets the requirements of the horsemen’s 
organization of which he or she is a member to participate in the 
receipt of benefits therefrom. 
 “Horsemen’s organization.”  A trade association which 
represents the majority of owners and trainers who own and race horses 
at a licensed racetrack. 
 “Institutional investor.”  Any retirement fund administered by a 
public agency for the exclusive benefit of Federal, State or local public 
employees, investment company registered under the Investment 
Company Act of 1940 (54 Stat. 789, 15 U.S.C. § 80a-1 et seq.), 
collective investment trust organized by banks under Part Nine of the 
Rules of the Comptroller of the Currency, closed-end investment trust, 
chartered or licensed life insurance company or property and casualty 
insurance company, banking and other chartered or licensed lending 
institution, investment advisor registered under The Investment 
Advisors Act of 1940 (54 Stat. 847, 15 U.S.C. § 80b-1 et seq.) and such 
other persons as the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board may 
determine consistent with this part. 
 “Issued,” “issuance” or “issue.”  When used in reference to an 
application submitted to the State Horse Racing Commission or the 
State Harness Racing Commission to conduct harness or thoroughbred 
race meetings or the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board to authorize 
the placement and operation of slot machines, the terms refer to the 
date when a determination by the commissions or the board approving 
an application brought before the agencies becomes final, binding and 
nonappealable and is not subject to a pending legal challenge. 
 “Key employee.”  Any individual who is employed in a director 
or department head capacity and who is empowered to make 
discretionary decisions that regulate slot machine operations, including 
the general manager and assistant manager of the licensed facility, 
director of slot operations, director of cage and/or credit operations, 
director of surveillance, director of marketing, director of management 
information systems, director of security, comptroller and any 
employee who supervises the operations of these departments or to 
whom these department directors or department heads report and such 
other positions which the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board shall 
determine based on detailed analyses of job descriptions as provided in 
the internal controls of the licensee as approved by the board. All other 
gaming employees unless otherwise designated by the board shall be 
classified as non-key employees. 
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“Licensed entity.”  Any slot machine licensee, manufacturer 
licensee, supplier licensee or other person licensed by the Pennsylvania 
Gaming Control Board under this part. 
 “Licensed facility.”  The physical land-based location and 
associated areas at which a licensed gaming entity is authorized to 
place and operate slot machines. 
 “Licensed gaming entity” or “slot machine licensee.”  A person 
that holds a slot machine license pursuant to this part. 
 “Licensed racetrack” or “racetrack.”  The physical facility and 
grounds where a person has obtained a license from either the State 
Horse Racing Commission or the State Harness Racing Commission to 
conduct live thoroughbred or harness race meetings respectively with 
pari-mutuel wagering. The term “racetrack” or “its racetrack” shall 
mean the physical land-based location at which live horse racing is 
conducted even if not owned by the person. 
 “Licensed racing entity.”  Any legal entity that has obtained a 
license to conduct live thoroughbred or harness horse race meetings 
respectively with pari-mutuel wagering from either the State Horse 
Racing Commission or the State Harness Racing Commission pursuant 
to the act of December 17, 1981 (P.L.435, No.135), known as the  
Race Horse Industry Reform Act. 
 “Manufacturer.”  A person who manufactures, builds, rebuilds, 
fabricates, assembles, produces, programs, designs or otherwise makes 
modifications to any slot machine or associated equipment for use or 
play of slot machines in this Commonwealth for gaming purposes. 
 “Manufacturer license.”  A license issued by the Pennsylvania 
Gaming Control Board authorizing a manufacturer to manufacture or 
produce slot machines or associated equipment for use in this 
Commonwealth for gaming purposes. 
 “Manufacturer licensee.”  A manufacturer that obtains a 
manufacturer license. 
 “Municipality.”  A city, borough, incorporated town or township. 
 “Net terminal revenue.”  The net amount of the gross terminal 
revenue less the tax and assessments imposed by sections 1402 
(relating to gross terminal revenue deductions), 1403 (relating to 
establishment of State Gaming Fund and net slot machine revenue 
distribution), 1405 (relating to Pennsylvania Race Horse Development 
Fund) and 1407 (relating to Pennsylvania Gaming Economic 
Development and Tourism Fund). 
 “Nonprimary location.”  Any facility in which pari-mutuel 
wagering is conducted by a licensed racing entity other than the 
racetrack where live racing is conducted. 
 “Occupation permit.”  A permit authorizing an individual to be 
employed or work as a gaming employee at a licensed facility. 
 “Permittee.”  A holder of a permit issued pursuant to this part. 
 “Person.”  Any natural person, corporation, foundation, 
organization, business trust, estate, limited liability company, licensed 
corporation, trust, partnership, limited liability partnership, association 
or any other form of legal business entity. 
 “Progressive payout.”  A slot machine wager payout that 
increases in a monetary amount based on the amounts wagered in a 
progressive system. 
 “Progressive system.”  A computerized system linking  
slot machines in one or more licensed facilities within this 
Commonwealth and offering one or more common progressive payouts 
based on the amounts wagered. 
 “Race Horse Industry Reform Act.”  The act of December 17, 
1981 (P.L.435, No.135), known as the Race Horse Industry Reform 
Act. 
 “Revenue- or tourism-enhanced location.”  Any location within 
this Commonwealth determined by the Pennsylvania Gaming Control 
Board, in its discretion, which will maximize net revenue to the 
Commonwealth or enhance year-round recreational tourism within this 
Commonwealth, in comparison to other proposed facilities and is 
otherwise consistent with the provisions of this part and its declared 
public policy purposes. 
 “Security.”  As defined in the act of December 5, 1972 
(P.L.1280, No.284), known as the Pennsylvania Securities Act of 1972. 

 “Slot machine.”  Any mechanical or electrical contrivance, 
terminal, machine or other device approved by the Pennsylvania 
Gaming Control Board which, upon insertion of a coin, bill, ticket, 
token or similar object therein or upon payment of any consideration 
whatsoever, including the use of any electronic payment system except 
a credit card or debit card, is available to play or operate, the play or 
operation of which, whether by reason of skill or application of the 
element of chance or both, may deliver or entitle the person or persons 
playing or operating the contrivance, terminal, machine or other device 
to receive cash, billets, tickets, tokens or electronic credits to be 
exchanged for cash or to receive merchandise or anything of value 
whatsoever, whether the payoff is made automatically from the 
machine or manually. A slot machine: 
 (1)  May utilize spinning reels or video displays or both. 
 (2)  May or may not dispense coins, tickets or tokens to 

winning patrons. 
 (3)  May use an electronic credit system for receiving 

wagers and making payouts. 
The term shall include associated equipment necessary to conduct the 
operation of the contrivance, terminal, machine or other device. 
 “Slot machine license.”  A license issued by the Pennsylvania 
Gaming Control Board authorizing a person to place and operate  
slot machines pursuant to this part and the rules and regulations under 
this part. 
 “Slot machine licensee.”  A person that holds a slot machine 
license. 
 “State gaming receipts.”  Revenues and receipts required by  
this part to be paid into the State Gaming Fund, the Pennsylvania  
Race Horse Development Fund and the Pennsylvania Gaming 
Economic Development and Tourism Fund, and all rights, existing on 
the effective date of this section or coming into existence later, to 
receive any of those revenues and receipts. 
 “State Treasurer.”  The State Treasurer of the Commonwealth. 
 “Supplier.”  A person that sells, leases, offers or otherwise 
provides, distributes or services any slot machine or associated 
equipment for use or play of slot machines in this Commonwealth. 
 “Supplier license.”  A license issued by the Pennsylvania 
Gaming Control Board authorizing a supplier to provide products  
or services related to slot machines or associated equipment to  
slot machine licensees. 
 “Supplier licensee.”  A supplier that holds a supplier license. 

CHAPTER 12 
PENNSYLVANIA GAMING CONTROL BOARD 

§ 1201.  Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board established. 
 (a)  Board established.–There is established an independent 
administrative board to be known as the Pennsylvania Gaming Control 
Board, which shall be implemented as set forth in this section. 
 (b)  Membership.–The board shall consist of the following 
members, who shall serve a set term and may not be removed except 
for good cause: 
 (1)  Three members appointed by the Governor, each 

being referred to as a “gubernatorial appointee.” 
 (2)  One member appointed by each of the following 

legislative caucus leaders, each being referred to as a “legislative 
appointee”: 

 (i)  The President pro tempore of the Senate. 
 (ii)  The Minority Leader of the Senate. 
 (iii)  The Speaker of the House of 

Representatives. 
 (iv)  The Minority Leader of the House of 

Representatives. 
 (c)  Initial appointments to board.– 
 (1)  Gubernatorial appointee members initially appointed 

under subsection (b)(1) shall serve an initial term of one, two and 
three years respectively as designated by the Governor at the 
time of appointment and until their successors are appointed and 
qualified. 
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(2)  Legislative appointee members initially appointed 
under subsection (b)(2) shall serve until the third Tuesday in 
January 2007 and until their successors are appointed and 
qualified. 

 (3)  Any appointment to fill a vacancy shall be for the 
unexpired term. Members so appointed to fill the unexpired term 
of an initial appointee shall be subject to the provisions of 
subsection (d). 

 (d)  Appointments after expiration of initial term or upon 
vacancy.–Upon the expiration of a term of a member appointed under 
this subsection or upon the existence of a vacancy of a member 
appointed pursuant to subsection (c) or this subsection, the appointing 
authority shall appoint a member subject to the following: 
 (1)  For a gubernatorial appointment under  

subsection (b)(1), the term shall be for three years and until a 
successor is appointed and qualified. 

 (2)  Terms for legislative appointee members appointed 
under subsection (b)(2) shall be for a two-year term and shall 
expire on the third Tuesday of January of such year, but such 
members shall continue to serve until their successors are 
appointed and qualified. 

 (3)  No legislative appointee member shall serve more 
than three full successive terms. 

 (4)  No gubernatorial appointee member shall serve more 
than two full successive terms. 

 (5)  An appointment to fill a vacancy shall be for the 
remainder of the unexpired term. 

 (e)  Ex officio members.–The Secretary of Revenue, the 
Secretary of Agriculture and the State Treasurer shall serve on the 
board as nonvoting ex officio members of the board. 
 (f)  Qualified majority vote.– 
 (1)  Except as permitted in paragraphs (2) and (3), any 

action, including, but not limited to, the approval, issuance, 
denial or conditioning of any license by the board under this part 
or the making of any order or the ratification of any permissible 
act done or order made by one or more of the members, shall 
require a qualified majority vote consisting of at least one 
gubernatorial appointee and the four legislative appointees. 

 (2)  Any action to suspend or revoke, not renew, void or 
require forfeiture of a license or permit issued under this part, to 
impose any administrative fine or penalty under this part or to 
issue cease and desist orders or similar enforcement actions shall 
require a majority vote of all the members appointed to the 
board. 

 (3)  Notwithstanding any other provision to the contrary, 
a member shall disclose the nature of his disqualifying interest, 
disqualify himself and abstain from voting in a proceeding in 
which his or her impartiality may be reasonably questioned, 
including, but not limited to, instances where he or she knows 
that they possess a substantial financial interest in the subject 
matter of the proceeding or any other interest that could be 
substantially affected by the outcome of the proceeding. In such 
circumstances in which it is a legislative appointee member that 
has disqualified himself or herself, the qualified majority shall 
consist of the remaining three legislative appointees and at least 
two gubernatorial appointees. 

 (g)  Background investigation.–Appointees shall be subject to a 
background investigation conducted by the Pennsylvania State Police 
in accordance with this part. 
 (h)  Qualifications and restrictions.– 
 (1)  Each member at the time of appointment shall be at 

least 25 years of age and shall have been a resident of this 
Commonwealth for a period of at least one year immediately 
preceding appointment. Each member shall continue to remain a 
resident of this Commonwealth during the term of membership 
on the board. 

 (2)  Except for ex officio members, no person shall be 
appointed a member of the board or hold any place, position or 

office under the board if that person holds any other elected 
office or party office as defined in section 1512 (relating to 
public official financial interest) in this Commonwealth or any of 
its political subdivisions. 

 (3)  No member, appointee, employee or official shall 
hold any office or employment position, the duties of which are 
incompatible with the duties of the office. 

 (4)  No member, employee, appointee or official engaged 
in the service of or in any manner connected with the board shall 
hold any office or position, or be engaged in any employment or 
vocation, the duties of which are incompatible with employment 
in the service of or in connection with the work of the board. 

 (5)  No member shall be paid or accept for any service 
connected with the office any fee other than the salary and 
expenses provided by law. Nothing in this part shall prohibit a 
member from engaging in any employment or vocation or 
receiving any compensation for such employment or vocation 
that is not otherwise connected to or incompatible with his or her 
service as a member of the board. 

 (6)  No member, employee, appointee or official shall 
participate in any hearing or proceeding in which that person has 
any direct or indirect pecuniary interest. 

 (7)  At the time of appointment and annually thereafter, 
each member shall disclose the existence of all ownership 
interests in licensed facilities and all securities in any licensed 
entity or applicant, its affiliates or subsidiaries held by the 
member, the member’s spouse and any minor or unemancipated 
children and must divest such ownership interests in licensed 
facilities or securities prior to an appointment becoming final.  
A member may not acquire any security in any licensed entity,  
its affiliates or subsidiaries during the member’s tenure. The 
disclosure statement shall be filed with the executive director of 
the board and with the appointing authority for such member and 
shall be open to inspection by the public at the office of the board 
during the normal business hours of the board during the tenure 
of the member and for two years after the member leaves office. 

 (8)  Every member, employee, appointee or official of 
the board, in the service of or in connection with the work of the 
board, is forbidden, directly or indirectly, to solicit or request 
from or to suggest or recommend to any applicant, licensed 
entity, its affiliate, intermediary, subsidiary, holding company or 
to any officer, attorney, agent or employee thereof the 
appointment of any individual to any office, place or position in 
or the employment of any individual in any capacity by the 
applicant, licensed entity, its affiliate, intermediary, subsidiary or 
holding company. 

 (9)  Every member, executive-level employee, appointee 
or official appointed to office in the service of or in connection 
with the work of the board is prohibited from accepting 
employment with any applicant, licensed gaming entity, its 
affiliate, intermediary, subsidiary or holding company for a 
period of one year from the termination of employment or 
service with the board. Every member, executive-level employee, 
appointee or official appointed to office in the service of or in 
connection with the work of the board is prohibited from 
appearing before the board on behalf of any applicant, licensed 
gaming entity, its affiliate, intermediary, subsidiary or holding 
company or other licensee or permittee of the board for a period 
of two years after terminating employment or service with the 
board. 

 (10)  If any person employed or appointed in the service 
of the board violates any provision of this section, the appointing 
authority or the board shall forthwith remove the person from the 
office or employment, and the person shall be ineligible for 
future employment or service with the board and shall be 
ineligible to be approved for any license or permit under this part 
for a period of two years thereafter. 
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(11)  No member or employee of the board shall wager 
or be paid any prize from any wager at any licensed facility 
within this Commonwealth or at any other facility outside this 
Commonwealth which is owned or operated by a licensed 
gaming entity or any of its affiliates or subsidiaries. 

 (12)  A member of the board who has been convicted 
during his term in any domestic or foreign jurisdiction of a 
felony, crime of moral turpitude or gambling offense shall be 
automatically removed from the board and shall be ineligible to 
become a board member in the future. 

 (i)  Compensation.–The Executive Board as established in the act 
of April 9, 1929 (P.L.177, No.175), known as The Administrative Code 
of 1929, shall establish the compensation of the members appointed 
pursuant to this section. Members shall be reimbursed for all necessary 
and actual expenses. 
 (j)  Chairman.–The chairman of the board shall be selected by the 
Governor. 
 (k)  Appointments.–The appointing authorities shall make their 
initial appointments within 60 days of the effective date of this part.  
No appointment shall be final until receipt by the appointing authority 
of the required background investigation of the appointee by the 
Pennsylvania State Police which shall be completed within 30 days.  
No person who has been convicted in any domestic or foreign 
jurisdiction of a felony or gambling offense shall be appointed to the 
board. 
 (l)  Disclosure statements.–Members and employees of the board 
are subject to the provisions of 65 Pa.C.S. Ch. 11 (relating to ethics 
standards and financial disclosure) and the act of July 19, 1957 
(P.L.1017, No.451), known as the State Adverse Interest Act. 
§ 1202.  General and specific powers. 
 (a)  General powers.–The board shall have general jurisdiction 
over all gaming activities or related activities as described in this part. 
The board shall be responsible to ensure the integrity of the acquisition 
and operation of slot machines and associated equipment and shall 
have jurisdiction over every aspect of the authorization and operation 
of slot machines. The board shall employ an executive director,  
chief counsel, deputies, secretaries, officers, hearing officers and agents 
as it may deem necessary, who shall serve at the board’s pleasure. The 
board shall also employ other employees as it deems appropriate whose 
duties shall be determined by the board. In order to ensure the ability of 
the board to recruit and retain individuals necessary to execute its 
responsibilities under this part, the board shall set the classification and 
compensation of its employees and shall not be subject to the 
provisions of the act of April 9, 1929 (P.L.177, No.175), known as  
The Administrative Code of 1929, as to classification and 
compensation for its employees and conduct its activities consistent 
with the practices and procedures of Commonwealth agencies. For the 
purposes of the act of October 15, 1980 (P.L.950, No.164), known as 
the Commonwealth Attorneys Act, the board shall not be considered an 
executive or independent agency. The board shall have such other 
powers and authority necessary to carry out its duties and the 
objectives of this part. 
 (b)  Specific powers.–The board shall have the specific power 
and duty: 
 (1)  To require background investigations on prospective 

or existing licensees, permittees or persons holding a controlling 
interest in any prospective or existing licensee or permittee under 
the jurisdiction of the board. 

 (2)  To enter into an agreement with the Pennsylvania 
State Police for the reimbursement of actual costs as approved by 
the board to the Pennsylvania State Police for the investigations. 
Investigations shall include information in the possession of the 
Attorney General. 

 (3)  For purposes of the background investigation, the 
board may receive information otherwise protected by 18 Pa.C.S. 
Ch. 91 (relating to criminal history record information). 

 

(4)  At its discretion, to issue, approve, renew, revoke, 
suspend, condition or deny issuance or renewal of slot machine 
licenses. 

 (5)  At its discretion, to issue, approve, renew, revoke, 
suspend, condition or deny issuance or renewal of supplier and 
manufacturer licenses. 

 (6)  At its discretion, to issue, approve, renew, revoke, 
suspend, condition or deny issuance or renewal of occupation 
permits. 

 (7)  At its discretion, to issue, approve, renew, revoke, 
suspend, condition or deny issuance or renewal of any additional 
licenses or permits which may be required by the board under 
this part or by regulation, including, but not limited to, violations 
of sections 1328 (relating to change in ownership or control  
of slot machine licensee) and 1330 (relating to multiple  
slot machine license prohibition). 

 (8)  At its discretion, to suspend, condition or deny the 
issuance or renewal of any license or permit or levy fines or other 
sanctions for any violation of this part. 

 (9)  To require applicants for licenses and permits to 
submit to fingerprinting by the Pennsylvania State Police. The 
Pennsylvania State Police shall submit the fingerprints to the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation for purposes of verifying the 
identity of the applicants and obtaining records of criminal 
arrests and convictions. 

 (10)  In addition to the power of the board regarding 
license and permit applicants, to determine at its discretion the 
suitability of any person who furnishes or seeks to furnish to a 
slot machine licensee directly or indirectly any services or 
property related to slot machines or associated equipment or 
through any arrangements under which that person receives 
payment based directly or indirectly on earnings, profits or 
receipts from the slot machines and associated equipment. The 
board may require any such person to comply with the 
requirements of this part and the regulations of the board and 
may prohibit the person from furnishing the services or property. 

 (11)  As a board and through its designated officers, 
employees or agents, to administer oaths, examine witnesses and 
issue subpoenas to compel attendance of witnesses and 
production of all relevant and material reports, books, papers, 
documents and other evidence. 

 (12)  Within six months after the effective date of this 
part, in a manner that does not impede the immediate 
implementation of the duties and responsibilities of the board 
under this part during the immediate two years after the effective 
date of this part, to develop and implement an affirmative action 
plan to assure that all persons are accorded equality of 
opportunity in employment and contracting by the board, its 
contractors, subcontractors, assignees, lessees, agents, vendors 
and suppliers. 

 (13)  Except for contracts related to the central control 
computer and such other contracts as the board, in consultation 
with the Secretary of General Services, determines would result 
in substantial savings to the board if entered into for a longer 
period than provided in this paragraph, all contracts entered into 
by the board during the two-year period following the effective 
date of this part shall not exceed a term of two years. 

 (14)  To promulgate rules and regulations the board 
deems necessary to carry out the policy and purposes of this part 
and to enhance the credibility and the integrity of the licensed 
operation of slot machines and associated equipment in this 
Commonwealth. 

 (15)  The board shall not issue or renew a license or 
permit unless it is satisfied that the applicant is a person of good 
character, honesty and integrity and is a person whose prior 
activities, criminal record, if any, reputation, habits and 
associations do not pose a threat to the public interest or the 
effective regulation and control of slot machine operations or 
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create or enhance the danger of unsuitable, unfair or illegal 
practices, methods and activities in the conduct of slot machine 
operations or the carrying on of the business and financial 
arrangements incidental thereto. 

 (16)  Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the 
board is authorized to sell, in whole or in part, the 
Commonwealth’s right, title and interest in State gaming receipts 
to an authority created by the Commonwealth. The sale shall be 
subject to the terms and conditions contained in agreements 
between the board and the authority. Proceeds from the sale of 
State gaming receipts shall be allocated and used in the manner 
otherwise provided by this part for the distribution of State 
gaming receipts. The authority created by the Commonwealth is 
authorized to purchase State gaming receipts upon terms and 
conditions agreed to by the board and to issue bonds to fund the 
purchase of State gaming receipts in the manner provided for the 
issuance of authority indebtedness in the law establishing the 
authority. The State Treasurer is authorized and directed to enter 
into any agreements with the board and the authority and 
establish accounts and funds, that shall not be in the State 
Treasury, as the authority may direct as being necessary or 
appropriate to effect the sale of State gaming receipts to the 
authority and the collection and transfer of the State gaming 
receipts sold to the authority. State gaming receipts sold to the 
authority shall be the property of the authority and shall not be 
the property of the Commonwealth. 

 (17)  To create a Bureau of Investigations and 
Enforcement within the board. The board shall promulgate 
regulations pertaining to the operation of the bureau which shall 
insure separation of functions between the bureau and the board. 
The board shall provide the employees necessary to the bureau 
for enforcement of this part. 

 (18)  To enter into an agreement with the district 
attorneys of the counties wherein licensed facilities are located 
and the Office of Attorney General for the reimbursement of 
actual costs for prosecutions of criminal violations of this part. 

§ 1203.  Temporary regulations. 
 (a)  Promulgation.–Notwithstanding any other provision of law to 
the contrary and in order to facilitate the prompt implementation of this 
part, regulations promulgated by the board during the two years 
following the effective date of this part shall be deemed temporary 
regulations which shall expire no later than three years following the 
effective date of this part or upon promulgation of regulations as 
generally provided by law. The temporary regulations shall not be 
subject to: 
 (1)  Sections 201 through 205 of the act of July 31, 1968 

(P.L.769, No.240), referred to as the Commonwealth Documents 
Law. 

 (2)  The act of June 25, 1982 (P.L.633, No.181), known 
as the Regulatory Review Act. 

 (b)  Expiration.–The authority provided to the board to adopt 
temporary regulations in subsection (a) shall expire two years from the 
effective date of this section. Regulations adopted after the two-year 
period shall be promulgated as provided by law. 
§ 1204.  Licensed entity application appeals from board. 
 The Supreme Court of Pennsylvania shall be vested with 
exclusive appellate jurisdiction to consider appeals of any final order, 
determination or decision of the board involving the approval, 
issuance, denial or conditioning of all licensed entity applications. 
Notwithstanding the provisions of 2 Pa.C.S. Ch. 7 Subch. A (relating to 
judicial review of Commonwealth agency action) and 42 Pa.C.S.  
§ 763 (relating to direct appeals from government agencies), the 
Supreme Court shall affirm all final orders, determinations or decisions 
of the board involving the approval, issuance, denial or conditioning of 
all licensed entity applications unless it shall find that the board 
committed an error of law or that the order, determination or decision 
of the board was arbitrary and there was a capricious disregard of the 
evidence. 

§ 1205.  License or permit application hearing process. 
 The board’s consideration and resolution of all license or permit 
applications shall be conducted in accordance with procedures adopted 
by order of the board. Notwithstanding the mandates of 2 Pa.C.S.  
§§ 504 (relating to hearing and record) and 505 (relating to evidence 
and cross-examination), said procedures adopted by order of the board 
shall provide parties before it with a documentary hearing, but the 
board may, at its discretion, resolve disputed material facts without 
conducting an oral hearing where constitutionally permissible. 
§ 1206.  Board minutes and records. 
 (a)  Open proceedings and records.–The proceedings of the board 
shall be conducted in accordance with the provisions of 65 Pa.C.S.  
Ch. 7 (relating to open meetings). The board shall be an agency for 
purposes of the act of June 21, 1957 (P.L.390, No.212), referred to as 
the Right-to-Know Law. Notwithstanding any provision of law to the 
contrary, confidential documents relative to personal background 
information provided to the board pursuant to this part and any closed 
deliberations of the board, including disciplinary proceedings, shall be 
confidential and considered in closed executive session pursuant to 
subsection (f). 
 (b)  Record of proceedings.–The board shall cause to be made 
and kept a record of all proceedings held at public meetings of the 
board. A verbatim transcript of those proceedings shall be prepared by 
the board upon the request of any board member or upon the request of 
any other person and the payment by that person of the costs of 
preparation. 
 (c)  Information delivered to Governor and General Assembly.– 
A true copy of the minutes of every meeting of the board and of any 
regulations finally adopted by the board may be forthwith delivered, by 
and under the certification of the executive director, to the Governor, 
the Secretary of the Senate and the Chief Clerk of the House of 
Representatives. 
 (d)  Applicant information.– 
 (1)  The board shall keep and maintain a list of all 

applicants for licenses and permits under this part together with a 
record of all actions taken with respect to the applicants, which 
file and record shall be open to public inspection. 

 (2)  Information under paragraph (1) regarding any 
applicant whose license or permit has been denied, revoked or 
not renewed shall be removed from such list after seven years 
from the date of the action. 

 (e)  Other files and records.–The board shall maintain such other 
files and records as it may deem appropriate. 
 (f)  Confidentiality of information.–All information contained  
in the application process pursuant to section 1310(a) (relating to  
slot machine license application character requirements) and the report 
of an applicant’s background investigation furnished to or obtained by 
the board or the bureau from any source shall be considered 
confidential and shall be withheld from public disclosure in whole or in 
part, except that any information shall be released upon the lawful 
order of a court of competent jurisdiction or, with the approval of the 
Attorney General, to a duly authorized law enforcement agency or shall 
be released to the public, in whole or in part, to the extent that such 
release is requested by an applicant and does not otherwise contain 
confidential information about another person. The board may not 
require any applicant to waive any confidentiality provided for in this 
subsection as a condition for the approval of a license or any other 
action of the board. Any person who violates this subsection shall be 
administratively disciplined by discharge, suspension or other formal 
disciplinary action as the board deems appropriate. 
 (g)  Notice.–Notice of the contents of any information, except to 
a duly authorized law enforcement agency pursuant to this section, 
shall be given to any applicant or licensee in a manner prescribed by 
the rules and regulations adopted by the board. 
 (h)  Information held by department.–Files, records, reports and 
other information in the possession of the department pertaining to 
licensees shall be made available to the board as may be necessary to 
the effective administration of this part. 
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§ 1207.  Regulatory authority of board. 
 The board shall have the power and its duties shall be to: 
 (1)  Deny, deny the renewal, revoke, condition or 

suspend any license or permit provided for in this part if the 
board finds in its sole discretion that a licensee or permittee 
under this part, or its officers, employees or agents, have 
furnished false or misleading information to the board or failed to 
comply with the provisions of this part or the rules and 
regulations of the board and that it would be in the public interest 
to deny, deny the renewal, revoke, condition or suspend the 
license or permit. 

 (2)  Restrict access to confidential information in the 
possession of the board which has been obtained under this part 
and ensure that the confidentiality of information is maintained 
and protected. Records shall be retained by the board for  
seven years. 

 (3)  Prescribe and require periodic financial reporting and 
internal control requirements for all licensed entities. 

 (4)  Require that each licensed entity provide to the board 
its audited annual financial statements, with such additional 
detail as the board from time to time shall require, which 
information shall be submitted not later than 60 days after the 
end of the licensee’s fiscal year. 

 (5)  Prescribe the procedures to be followed by  
slot machine licensees for any financial event that occurs in the 
operation of slot machines. 

 (6)  Prescribe criteria and conditions for the operation of 
slot machine progressive systems. 

 (7)  Enforce prescribed hours for the operation of  
slot machines so that slot machine licensees may operate  
slot machines on any day during the year in order to meet the 
needs of patrons or to meet competition. 

 (8)  Require that each licensed gaming entity prohibit 
persons under 21 years of age from operating or using  
slot machines. 

 (9)  Establish procedures for the inspection and 
certification of compliance of each slot machine and associated 
equipment prior to being placed into use by a slot machine 
licensee. 

 (10)  Require that no slot machine may be set to pay out 
less than the theoretical payout percentage, which shall be no less 
than 85%, as specifically approved by the board. The board shall 
adopt regulations that define the theoretical payout percentage of 
a slot machine game based on the total value of the jackpots 
expected to be paid by a play or a slot machine game divided by 
the total value of slot machine wagers expected to be made on 
that play or slot machine game during the same portion of the 
game cycle. In so doing, the board shall decide whether the 
calculation shall include the entire cycle of a slot machine game 
or any portion thereof. 

 (11)  Require each slot machine license applicant to 
provide detailed site plans of its proposed licensed facility which 
shall be reviewed and approved by the board for the purpose of 
determining the adequacy of the proposed security and 
surveillance measures inside and outside the facility. Applicants 
will cooperate with the board in making changes to the plans 
suggested by the board and will ensure that the plans as modified 
and approved are implemented. 

 (12)  Upon request, provide background investigation 
reports of applicants for licenses and permits for use at racetracks 
to the State Horse Racing Commission and the State Harness 
Racing Commission. 

 (13)  Require slot machine licensees to provide onsite 
facilities for use by the board and other appropriate persons for 
the purpose of carrying out their respective responsibilities under 
this part. 

 (14)  Consult with members of the Pennsylvania  
State Police, the Office of Attorney General, the department and 

such other persons it deems necessary for advice regarding the 
various aspects of the powers and duties imposed on it under this 
part and its jurisdiction over the authorization and operation of 
slot machines and licensed facilities. 

 (15)  Enter into contracts with any person for the 
purposes of carrying out the powers and duties of the board under 
this part. 

 (16)  Require each slot machine licensee to sell 
Pennsylvania State Lottery tickets at its licensed facility at a 
location as near as practicable to the pay windows. 

 (17)  Permit, in its discretion and upon application, the 
use of a temporary facility within which slot machines may be 
available for play or operation at a licensed gaming facility, for a 
period not to exceed 24 months, provided that, upon good cause 
shown, the board may extend permission to operate a temporary 
facility for an additional 12-month period. 

§ 1208.  Collection of fees and fines. 
 The board has the following powers and duties: 
 (1)  To levy and collect fees from the various applicants, 

licensees and permittees to fund the operations of the board. The 
fees shall be deposited into the State Gaming Fund as established 
in section 1403 (relating to establishment of State Gaming Fund 
and net slot machine revenue distribution). In addition to the fees 
set forth in sections 1209 (relating to slot machine license fee) 
and 1305 (relating to Category 3 slot machine license), the board 
shall assess and collect fees as follows: 

 (i)  Supplier licensees shall pay a fee of $25,000 
upon the issuance of a license and $10,000 for the annual 
renewal of a supplier license. 

 (ii)  Manufacturer licensees shall pay a fee of 
$50,000 upon the issuance of a license and $25,000 for 
the annual renewal of a manufacturer license. 

 (iii)  Each application for a slot machine license, 
supplier license or manufacturer license must be 
accompanied by a nonrefundable fee set by the board for 
the cost of each individual requiring a background 
investigation. The reasonable and necessary costs and 
expenses incurred in any background investigation or 
other investigation or proceeding concerning any 
applicant, licensee or permittee shall be reimbursed to the 
board by those persons. 

 (2)  To provide for the assessment and collection of fines 
and penalties for violations of this part. All fines and penalties 
shall be credited for deposit to the General Fund. Two years 
following enactment of this part, the board shall have the 
authority to increase each year any fee, charge, cost or 
administrative penalty, but not any criminal fine or penalty, 
provided in this part by an amount not to exceed an annual  
cost-of-living adjustment calculated by applying the percentage 
change in the Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers 
(CPI-U) for the Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Delaware and 
Maryland area for the most recent 12-month period for which 
figures have been officially reported by the United States 
Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics, immediately 
prior to the date the adjustment is due to take effect. 

§ 1209.  Slot machine license fee. 
 (a)  Imposition.–Except as provided for a Category 3 licensed 
gaming entity under section 1305 (relating to Category 3 slot machine 
license) and subject to the requirements of this section, at the time of 
license issuance the board shall impose a one-time slot machine license 
fee to be paid by each successful applicant in the amount of 
$50,000,000 for each category of slot machine license. 
 (b)  Term.–A slot machine license, after payment of the fee, shall 
be in effect unless suspended, revoked or not renewed by the board 
upon good cause consistent with the license requirements as provided 
for in this part. Slot machine licensees shall be required to update the 
information in their initial applications annually, and the license of a 
licensee in good standing shall be updated and renewed annually.  
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As to the renewal of a license, no additional license fee pursuant to 
subsection (a) shall be required. 
 (c)  Credit against tax for slot machine licensees.–If the rate of 
the tax imposed by section 1403 (relating to establishment of State 
Gaming Fund and net slot machine revenue distribution) is increased at 
any time during the term of ten years following the initial issuance of 
the slot machine license, the slot machine licensee shall be entitled to a 
credit against subsequent payment of the tax equal to the difference 
between the tax calculated at the rate when the license was issued and 
the tax calculated at the increased rate. This credit shall be applied on a 
dollar-for-dollar basis as and when the tax is payable as set forth in 
section 1403 but shall not extend beyond the ten-year period following 
the initial issuance of the license. The aggregate amount of all credits 
provided shall not exceed the amount of the licensing fee paid by  
the licensee. The department shall enter into a contract with each  
slot machine licensee explicitly setting forth the terms and conditions 
of this credit and which also specifically incorporates the requirements 
of subsection (f). 
 (d)  Deposit of license fee.–The total amount of all license fees 
imposed and collected by the board under this section shall be 
deposited in the State Gaming Fund. 
 (e)  Change of ownership or control of a license.–In the event 
that the ownership or control of a slot machine licensee or its affiliate, 
intermediary, subsidiary or holding company is changed as described  
in section 1328 (relating to change in ownership or control of  
slot machine licensee), the new owner shall be entitled to the full 
remaining amount of the credit set forth in subsection (c) or the return 
of the license fee in accordance with subsection (f) as if the new owner 
or controlling interest was the original licensee. 
 (f)  Return of slot machine license fee.– 
 (1)  The entire one-time slot machine license fee of 

$50,000,000 for each Category 1 and Category 2 slot machine 
license shall be returned to each licensee in the event  
section 1201 (relating to Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board 
established), 1202 (relating to general and specific powers) or 
1307 (relating to number of slot machine licenses) is amended  
or otherwise altered by an act of the General Assembly within 
five years following the initial issuance of any slot machine 
licenses pursuant to section 1301 (relating to authorized  
slot machine licenses) to change: 

 (i)  the composition of the board; 
 (ii)  the number or voting powers of members of 

the board; 
 (iii)  the manner in which members are 

nominated or appointed to the board; 
 (iv)  the length of term for which each member 

serves; 
 (v)  the general jurisdiction of the board in a 

manner that impairs or otherwise reduces the board’s 
licensing authority; or 

 (vi)  section 1307 to increase the statutory 
maximum number of permissible licensed facilities. 

 (2)  In the event that this part is amended or otherwise 
altered by an act of the General Assembly as described pursuant 
to paragraph (1): 

 (i)  In the sixth year following the initial issuance 
of any slot machine licenses pursuant to section 1301,  
a Category 1 and 2 slot machine licensee shall be entitled 
to a partial return of the one-time slot machine license fee 
in the amount of $41,666,667. 

 (ii)  In the seventh year, the licensee shall be 
entitled to a partial return of the one-time slot machine 
license fee in the amount of $33,333,334. 

 (iii)  In the eighth year, the licensee shall be 
entitled to a partial return of the one-time slot machine 
license fee in the amount of $25,000,000. 

 

(iv)  In the ninth year, the licensee shall be 
entitled to a partial return of the one-time slot machine 
license fee in the amount of $16,666,668. 

 (v)  In the tenth year, the licensee shall be 
entitled to a partial return of the one-time machine 
license fee in the amount of $8,333,334. 

In the event that the action described in paragraph (1) occurs after the 
expiration of ten years, the licensee shall not be entitled to a return of 
any portion of the one-time slot machine license fee. Notwithstanding 
the foregoing, no slot machine licensee shall be entitled to the return of 
any portion of the fee as a result of any act of the General Assembly 
insofar as it implements a recommendation made by the board pursuant 
to a qualified majority vote. In the event a full or partial return of the 
slot machine license fee imposed pursuant to subsection (a) becomes 
due pursuant to this subsection, the amount to be returned to any  
slot machine licensee shall be reduced on a dollar-for-dollar basis by 
the total accumulated tax credits granted to such licensee pursuant to 
subsection (c). In no event shall the total amount of the slot machine 
license fee returned, combined with the total tax credits granted, exceed 
the amounts set forth in this subsection for any licensee. The total or 
partial return of the slot machine license fee shall extinguish a 
licensee’s right to claim any further tax credits pursuant to  
subsection (c). 
§ 1210.  Number of slot machines. 
 (a)  Initial complement.–Except as provided for Category 3  
slot machine licensees under section 1305 (relating to Category 3  
slot machine license), all slot machine licensees shall be permitted to 
operate up to 3,000 slot machines at any one licensed facility and shall 
be required to operate and make available to play a minimum of 1,500 
machines at any one licensed facility within one year of the issuance by 
the board of a slot machine license unless otherwise extended by the 
board, upon application and for good cause shown, for an additional 
period not to exceed 24 months. 
 (b)  Additional slot machines.–Except as provided for Category 3 
slot machine licensees under section 1305, six months following the 
date of commencement of slot machine operations, the board may 
permit a slot machine licensee to install and operate up to 2,000 
additional slot machines at its licensed facility, beyond those machines 
authorized under subsection (a), upon application by the slot machine 
licensee. The board, in considering such an application, shall take into 
account the appropriateness of the physical space where the additional 
slot machines will be located and the convenience of the public 
attending the facility. The board may also take into account the 
potential benefit to economic development, employment and tourism, 
enhanced revenues to the Commonwealth and other economic 
indicators it deems applicable in making its decision. 
§ 1211.  Reports of board. 
 (a)  Report of board.–Eighteen months after the effective date of 
this part and every year on that date thereafter, the board shall issue a 
report to the Governor and each member of the General Assembly on 
the general operation of the board and each slot machine licensee’s 
performance, including, but not limited to, number and win per  
slot machine at licensed facilities during the previous year, all taxes, 
fees, fines and other revenues collected and, where appropriate, 
disbursed, the costs of operation of the board, all hearings conducted 
and the results of the hearings and other information that the board 
deems necessary and appropriate. 
 (b)  Report of the Legislative Budget and Finance Committee.–
No later than March 15 of the year following the effective date of this 
part and each March 15 thereafter, the Legislative Budget and Finance 
Committee shall issue a report to the General Assembly analyzing the 
impact, if any, of this part on the State Lottery. 
 (c)  Interception of gaming winnings.–The board shall conduct a 
study to determine the feasibility of implementing methods for the 
interception of the gaming winnings of individuals who are delinquent 
support obligors or tax delinquent. The study shall be completed by 
December 31, 2006, and shall contain recommendations which the 
board determines appropriate. 
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§ 1212.  Diversity goals of board. 
 (a)  Intent.–It is the intent and goal of the General Assembly that 
the board promote and ensure diversity in all aspects of the gaming 
activities authorized under this part. The board shall work to enhance 
the representation of diverse groups in the ownership, participation and 
operation of licensed entities and licensed facilities in this 
Commonwealth and through the ownership, participation and operation 
of business enterprises associated with or utilized by licensed entities 
and licensed facilities and through the provision of goods and services 
utilized by slot machine licensees under this part. 
 (b)  Investigations.–The board is authorized to investigate and 
conduct an annual study to ascertain whether effective and meaningful 
action has been taken or will be taken to enhance the representation of 
diverse groups in the ownership, participation and operation of licensed 
facilities in this Commonwealth, through the ownership and operation 
of business enterprises associated with or utilized by slot machine 
licensees, through the provision of goods and services utilized by  
slot machine licensees and through employment opportunities. 
 (c)  Completion of investigation.–The first study shall be 
completed six months following the effective date of this part, if 
practically possible, and annually thereafter and shall contain 
recommendations which the board determines appropriate. 
§ 1213.  License or permit prohibition. 
 No applicant for a license or permit under this part, including 
directors, owners and key employees, that has been convicted in any 
jurisdiction of a felony or gambling offense within the past 15 years 
shall be issued a license or permit under this part or be found qualified 
to serve in a position as a director, owner or key employee of or 
associated with any licensee or permittee. 

CHAPTER 13 
LICENSEES 

§ 1301.  Authorized slot machine licenses. 
 There shall be three distinct classifications of slot machine 
licenses, designated by category, each permitting a licensed racing 
entity or person to apply for a qualifying license category and,  
upon issuance by the board in its discretion, to place and operate  
slot machines at a licensed facility. Except for conditional Category 1 
license applications pursuant to section 1315 (relating to conditional 
Category 1 licenses), it is mandatory that the board shall consider, 
approve, condition or deny the approval of all initial applications for 
each and every category of slot machine licenses collectively and 
together, in a comprehensive Statewide manner, within 12 months 
following the time set by the board at which all applications are to be 
filed and deemed complete by the board. The board shall approve, 
condition or deny the issuance of a slot machine license of any 
category within the time period provided for herein. Following 
approval of an application for a slot machine license, the applicant shall 
provide formal notification to the board as soon as: 
 (1)  it fulfills all required conditions for issuance of the 

license; and 
 (2)  the board’s decision approving the application is a 

final, binding, nonappealable determination which is not subject 
to a pending legal challenge. 

Upon receipt of such formal notification and upon conducting any 
necessary verification, the board shall issue a slot machine license to 
the applicant. 
§ 1302.  Category 1 slot machine license. 
 (a)  Eligibility.–A person may be eligible to apply for a Category 
1 license to place and operate slot machines at a licensed racetrack 
facility if the person: 
 (1)  has been issued a license from either the State Horse 

Racing Commission or the State Harness Racing Commission to 
conduct thoroughbred or harness race meetings respectively with 
pari-mutuel wagering and has conducted live horse races for not 
less than two years immediately preceding the effective date of 
this part; 

 (2)  has been approved or issued a license from either the 
State Horse Racing Commission or the State Harness Racing 

Commission to conduct thoroughbred or harness race meetings 
respectively with pari-mutuel wagering within 18 months 
immediately preceding the effective date of this part and will 
successfully conduct live racing pursuant to the requirements of 
section 1303 (relating to additional Category 1 slot machine 
license requirements); 

 (3)  has been approved by the State Harness Racing 
Commission, after the effective date of this part, to conduct 
harness race meetings with pari-mutuel wagering and will 
conduct live racing pursuant to the requirements of section 1303; 
or 

 (4)  is a successor in interest to persons eligible under 
paragraph (1), (2) or (3) who comply with the requirements  
of section 1328 (relating to change in ownership or control of  
slot machine licensee) or is a successor in interest to persons 
otherwise eligible under paragraph (1), (2) or (3) but precluded 
from eligibility under the provisions of section 1330. 

Nothing in this part shall be construed to permit the approval or 
issuance of more than one slot machine license at a licensed racetrack 
facility. 
 (b)  Location.–A Category 1 license may only be issued to an 
eligible person authorizing slot machine operations at the particular 
licensed racetrack facility identified in the application. No Category 1 
licensed facility shall be located within 20 linear miles of another 
Category 1 licensed facility. 
§ 1303.  Additional Category 1 slot machine license requirements. 
 (a)  Eligibility.–In addition to the criteria prescribed in  
section 1302 (relating to Category 1 slot machine license), an applicant 
for a Category 1 slot machine license shall be eligible for a license to 
place and operate slot machines at a licensed facility only if the 
applicant meets one of the following criteria: 
 (1)  the licensed racing entity or its predecessor owner of 

the licensed racetrack has conducted live horse races for not less 
than two years immediately preceding the effective date of this 
part; or 

 (2)  the licensed racing entity has not previously 
conducted live racing at a racetrack but will conduct live racing 
for a minimum of 150 days to begin in the year which begins  
two years following the issuance of its slot machine license for 
the racetrack unless the appropriate commission determines, 
upon application, that it is not practically feasible for the licensed 
racing entity to conduct live racing for a minimum of 150 days 
due to projected or actual weather conditions. Failure to meet the 
required minimum number of days will result in immediate 
suspension of the slot machine license. 

 (b)  Required racing days.–Except as provided in  
subsection (a)(2), a Category 1 slot machine licensee must conduct live 
racing at the racetrack for at least 100 days per calendar year for each 
license held by the licensed racing entity pursuant to the Race Horse 
Industry Reform Act, and the aggregate number of live racing days at 
the racetrack where the Category 1 slot machine licensee conducts live 
racing shall not be less than 95% of the total number of horse or 
harness racing days that were scheduled in 1986 at that racetrack.  
If a racing day is canceled for reasons beyond the control of the 
licensed racing entity, the appropriate commission shall grant the 
licensee the right to conduct that racing day in the same or next ensuing 
calendar year. The purse for that racing day shall not be used for the 
purse of other scheduled racing days of that calendar year and must be 
used for the purse of such rescheduled day. 
 (c)  Limitations.–The issuance of a Category 1 slot machine 
license shall entitle the licensee to operate slot machines only within 
the grounds of a licensed racetrack. 
 (d)  Authorization.–Authorization for a Category 1 slot machine 
licensee to continue the operation of slot machines shall be limited to 
those licensees that: 
 (1)  Have a written live racing agreement with a 

horsemen’s organization representing a majority of owners and  
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trainers at the racetrack where the licensed racing entity conducts 
live racing. 

 (2)  Have 95% of the total number of horse or harness 
racing days that were scheduled in 1986 by it or its predecessor 
at the racetrack where the Category 1 slot machine licensee 
conducts live racing, and the aggregate number of live racing 
days at the racetrack where the Category 1 slot machine licensee 
conducts live racing shall not be less than 95% of the total 
number of horse or harness racing days that were scheduled in 
1986 at that racetrack. A new licensee which opens a new 
racetrack and which will successfully conduct live racing for a 
minimum of 150 days to begin no later than in the year which 
begins two years following the issuance of its slot machine 
license for the racetrack, unless the appropriate commission 
determines upon application that it is not practically feasible for 
the licensed racing entity to conduct live racing for a minimum of 
150 days due to projected or actual weather conditions, shall be 
allowed to operate slot machines, from the date its slot machine 
license is issued and intrastate and interstate simulcast in 
accordance with the Race Horse Industry Reform Act, from the 
first day of the calendar year in which it conducts live racing 
days. 

 (3)  Unless the horsemen’s organization representing a 
majority of the owners and trainers consents to a lower number 
of required racing days at the racetrack, subject to actions or 
activities beyond the control of the licensee, conduct not fewer 
than eight live races per race date during each meet at the 
racetrack where the licensed racing entity conducts live racing, 
except for thoroughbred tracks on the day designated as a 
Breeder’s Cup event day when the licensed racing entity shall 
hold a minimum of five live races. The Category 1 slot machine 
licensee shall not waive or modify the provisions pertaining to 
the required number of racing days under paragraph (2) and races 
per day scheduled in this paragraph without the consent of the 
horsemen’s organization representing a majority of owners and 
trainers at the racetrack. 

 (4)  Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph (1), in 
the event that a written live racing agreement has not been 
entered into, permission for any licensee to operate slot machines 
at racetracks shall be granted provided that the Category 1  
slot machine licensee has continued to conduct live racing in 
accordance with paragraphs (2) and (3) and keeps its racetrack 
open to the general population of owners, trainers and horses 
stabled there for training and stabling on a regular basis, when it 
is normally open for live racing and during such periods, and 
continues to comply with all provisions of the most recently 
expired live racing agreement, including recognition of the then 
existing horsemen’s organization at each such racetrack as the 
sole representative of the horsemen at that time, and pays purses 
as defined in the most recently expired live racing agreement 
plus the applicable purse revenue distributed to licensed racing 
entities from the operation of slot machines under this part. 
Nothing in this part shall exempt an existing or future licensed 
racetrack from the requirements of the Race Horse Industry 
Reform Act requiring a licensed corporation to have a written 
and unexpired live racing agreement with the horsemen’s 
organization representing a majority of owners and trainers at the 
racetrack where the licensed corporation conducts or will 
conduct live racing dates in order to continue or commence any 
form of simulcasting. 

 (5)  Notwithstanding any other provision of the law to the 
contrary, account wagers authorized pursuant to section 218(b) of 
the Race Horse Industry Reform Act shall only be accepted by a 
licensed corporation in accordance with the provisions of the 
Race Horse Industry Reform Act, and no entity that is not a 
licensed corporation under that act shall accept an account wager 
from any person within this Commonwealth. 

 

§ 1304.  Category 2 slot machine license. 
 (a)  Eligibility.–A person may be eligible to apply for a  
Category 2 license if the applicant, its affiliate, intermediary, subsidiary 
or holding company is not otherwise eligible to apply for a Category 1 
license and the person is seeking to locate a licensed facility in a  
city of the first class, a city of the second class or a revenue- or 
tourism-enhanced location. It shall not be a condition of eligibility  
to apply for a Category 2 license to obtain a license from either the 
State Horse Racing Commission or the State Harness Racing 
Commission to conduct thoroughbred or harness race meetings 
respectively with pari-mutuel wagering. 
 (b)  Location.–Two Category 2 licensed facilities and no more 
shall be located by the board within a city of the first class, and one 
Category 2 licensed facility and no more shall be located by the board 
within a city of the second class. No Category 2 licensed facility 
located by the board within a city of the first class shall be within  
ten linear miles of a Category 1 licensed facility regardless of the 
municipality where the Category 1 licensed facility is located. Except 
for any Category 2 licensed facility located by the board within a city 
of the first class or a city of the second class, no Category 2 licensed 
facility shall be located within 30 linear miles of any Category 1 
licensed facility that has conducted over 200 racing days per year for 
the two calendar years immediately preceding the effective date of this 
part and not within 20 linear miles of any other Category 1 licensed 
facility. Except for any Category 2 licensed facility located by the 
board within a city of the first class, no Category 2 licensed facility 
shall be located within 20 linear miles of another Category 2 licensed 
facility. 
§ 1305.  Category 3 slot machine license. 
 (a)  Eligibility.–A person may be eligible to apply for a  
Category 3 license if the applicant, its affiliate, intermediary, subsidiary 
or holding company has not applied for or been approved or issued a 
Category 1 or 2 license and the person is seeking to locate a Category 3 
licensed facility in a well-established resort hotel having no fewer than 
275 guest rooms under common ownership and having substantial 
year-round recreational guest amenities. The applicant for a Category 3 
license shall be the owner or be a wholly owned subsidiary of the 
owner of the established resort hotel. A Category 3 license may only be 
granted upon the express condition that an individual may not enter a 
gaming area of the licensee if the individual is not a registered 
overnight guest of the established resort hotel or if the individual is not 
a patron of one or more of the amenities provided by the established 
resort hotel. 
 (b)  Location.–No Category 3 license shall be located by the 
board within 15 linear miles of another licensed facility. 
 (c)  Number of slot machines.–Notwithstanding the number of 
permissible slot machines as set forth in section 1210 (relating to 
number of slot machines), a Category 3 license granted under the 
provisions of this section shall entitle the licensed entity to operate no 
more than 500 slot machines at the licensed facility. 
 (d)  Category 3 license fee.–Notwithstanding the one-time  
slot machine license fee as set forth in section 1209 (relating to  
slot machine license fee), the board shall impose a one-time Category 3 
license fee to be paid by each successful applicant in an amount of 
$5,000,000. The provisions of section 1209 relating to term, credit 
against tax for slot machine licensees, deposit of license fee and change 
of ownership or control of a license shall be applicable to a Category 3 
license fee. 
 (e)  Definitions.–For the purpose of subsection (a), the following 
words and phrases shall have the meaning given to them in this 
subsection: 
 “Amenities.”  Any ancillary activities, services or facilities  
in which a registered guest or the transient public, in return for  
non-de minimis consideration as defined by board regulation, may 
participate at a resort hotel, including, but not limited to, sports and 
recreational activities and facilities such as a golf course or golf driving 
range, tennis courts or swimming pool; health spa; convention, meeting 
and banquet facilities; entertainment facilities; and restaurant facilities. 
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“Patron of the amenities.”  Any individual who is a registered 
attendee of a convention, meeting or banquet event or a participant in a 
sport or recreational event or any other social, cultural or business 
event held at a resort hotel or who participates in one or more of the 
amenities provided to registered guests of the resort hotel. 
§ 1306.  Order of initial license issuance. 
 In order to facilitate the timely and orderly deployment of 
licensed gaming operations in this Commonwealth, the board shall 
adopt a schedule by which applicants for slot machine, manufacturer 
and supplier licenses shall be filed, considered and resolved in 
accordance with the provisions of this part. In so doing, the board shall 
consider, approve, condition or deny the approval of all filed 
applications for manufacturer and supplier licenses as soon as 
administratively possible and at least three months prior to the board’s 
approval, conditioning or denial of the approval of any Category 1 
license application pursuant to section 1315 (relating to conditional 
Category 1 licenses) or any other category of slot machine license 
pursuant to section 1301 (relating to authorized slot machine licenses). 
The board shall ensure that an adequate number of suppliers have been 
licensed pursuant to section 1301 to meet market demand. 
§ 1307.  Number of slot machine licenses. 
 The board may license no more than seven Category 1 licensed 
facilities and no more than five Category 2 licensed facilities, as it may 
deem appropriate, as long as two, and not more, Category 2 licenses 
are located by the board within the city of the first class and that one, 
and not more, Category 2 licensed facility is located by the board 
within the city of the second class. The board may at its discretion 
increase the total number of Category 2 licensed facilities permitted to 
be licensed by the board by an amount not to exceed the total number 
of Category 1 licenses not applied for within five years following the 
effective date of this part. Except as permitted by section 1328 (relating 
to change in ownership or control of slot machine licensee), any 
Category 1 license may be reissued by the board at its discretion as a 
Category 2 license if an application for issuance of such license has not 
been made to the board. The board may license no more than two 
Category 3 licensed facilities. 
§ 1308.  Applications for license or permit. 
 (a)  Applications.–An application for a license or permit to be 
issued by the board shall be submitted on a form and in a manner as 
shall be required by the board. In reviewing applications, the board 
shall confirm that all the applicable license or permit fees have been 
paid in accordance with this part. 
 (b)  Completeness of applications.–The board shall not consider 
an incomplete application and shall notify the applicant in writing if an 
application is incomplete. An application shall be considered 
incomplete if it does not include all applicable fees and all information 
and accompanying documentation required by the board, including, but 
not limited to, a current tax lien certificate issued by the department at 
the time of filing the application. Any unpaid taxes identified on the  
tax lien certificate shall be paid before the application is considered 
complete. A notification of incompleteness shall state the deficiencies 
in the application that must be corrected prior to consideration of the 
merits of the application. 
 (c)  Adverse litigation.–Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, 
the board and the commissions shall not consider any application for a 
license if the applicant or any person affiliated with or directly related 
to the applicant is a party in any ongoing civil proceeding in which the 
party is seeking to overturn or otherwise challenge a decision or order 
of the board or commissions pertaining to the approval, denial or 
conditioning of a license to conduct thoroughbred or harness horse race 
meetings respectively with pari-mutuel wagering or to operate  
slot machines. This subsection shall not be interpreted to affect the 
rights of applicants to seek judicial enforcement of mandatory 
obligations of the board as may be required by this part. 
§ 1309.  Slot machine license application. 
 (a)  General requirements.–In addition to any other information 
required under this part or as may be required by the board, the  
 

application for any category of slot machine license shall include at a 
minimum: 
 (1)  The name, address, photograph and handwriting 

exemplar of the applicant and of all directors and owners and key 
employees and their positions within the corporation or 
organization, as well as any additional financial information 
required by the board. 

 (2)  The proposed location of the slot machine areas,  
if known. 

 (3)  The number of slot machines requested. 
 (4)  A current tax lien certificate issued by the 

department. 
 (5)  In those instances where additional slot machines are 

being requested, the justification and explanation for the number 
and proposed location of the slot machine areas within the 
confines of the licensed facility. 

 (6)  The current status of the horse or harness racing 
license issued pursuant to the Race Horse Industry Reform Act,  
if any. 

 (7)  The details of any gaming, slot machine or casino 
license applied for, granted to or denied to the applicant by other 
jurisdictions where such form of gaming is legal, and the consent 
for the board to acquire copies of applications submitted or 
licenses issued in connection therewith. 

 (8)  The details of any loans obtained from a financial 
institution or not obtained from a financial institution. 

 (9)  The consent to conduct a background investigation 
by the board, the scope of which shall be determined by the 
board in its discretion consistent with the provisions of this part, 
and a release signed by all persons subject to the investigation of 
all information required to complete the investigation. 

 (10)  Any other information determined to be appropriate 
by the board. 

 (b)  Refusal to cooperate.–Any refusal to provide the information 
required under this section or to consent to a background investigation 
shall result in the immediate denial of a license or permit. 
§ 1310.  Slot machine license application character requirements. 
 (a)  Application.–Every application for a slot machine license 
shall include such information, documentation and assurances as may 
be required to establish by clear and convincing evidence the 
applicant’s good character, honesty and integrity. Information shall 
include, without limitation, information pertaining to family, habits, 
character, reputation, criminal history background, business activities, 
financial affairs and business, professional and personal associates, 
covering at least the ten-year period immediately preceding the filing 
date of the application. 
 (b)  Civil judgments and law enforcement agency information.–
Each applicant shall notify the board of any civil judgments obtained 
against the applicant pertaining to antitrust or security regulation laws 
of the Federal Government, this Commonwealth or any other state, 
jurisdiction, province or country. In addition, each applicant shall 
produce a letter of reference from law enforcement agencies having 
jurisdiction in the applicant’s place of residence and principal place  
of business, which letter of reference shall indicate that the  
law enforcement agencies do not have any pertinent information 
concerning the applicant or, if the law enforcement agency does have 
information pertaining to the applicant, shall specify the nature and 
content of that information. If no letters are received within 30 days of 
the request, the applicant may submit a statement under oath which is 
subject to the penalty for false swearing under 18 Pa.C.S. § 4903 
(relating to false swearing) that the applicant is or was during the 
period the activities were conducted in good standing with the gaming 
or casino enforcement or control agency. 
 (c)  Gaming or casino enforcement agency information.–If the 
applicant has held a gaming license in a jurisdiction where gaming 
activities are permitted, the applicant shall produce a letter of reference 
from the gaming or casino enforcement or control agency which shall 
specify the experiences of that agency with the applicant, the 
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applicant’s associates and the applicant’s gaming operation. If no 
letters are received within 30 days of the request, the applicant may 
submit a statement under oath which is subject to the penalty for false 
swearing under 18 Pa.C.S. § 4903 that the applicant is or was during 
the period the activities were conducted in good standing with the 
gaming or casino enforcement or control agency. 
§ 1311.  Slot machine license application business entity requirements. 
 (a)  Key employee requirement qualification.–No corporation or 
any other legal business entity shall be eligible to hold a slot machine 
license unless the following would individually be qualified for 
licensure as a key employee: each officer; each director; each person 
who directly or indirectly holds any beneficial interest or ownership of 
the securities in the entity; each person who in the opinion of the board 
has the ability to control the entity, has a controlling interest or elects a 
majority of the board of directors of that corporation or business entity, 
other than a banking or other licensed lending institution which makes 
a loan or holds a mortgage or other lien acquired in the ordinary course 
of business; each key employee; each lender, other than a banking or 
other licensed lending institution which makes a loan or holds a 
mortgage or other lien acquired in the ordinary course of business; each 
underwriter; each agent; each employee of the corporation or entity and 
each other person whom the board may consider appropriate for 
approval or qualification. The board may waive compliance with the 
provisions of this subsection on the part of a publicly traded 
corporation as to a person directly or indirectly holding ownership of 
securities of such corporation where the board is satisfied that the 
security holder is not significantly involved in the activities of the 
corporation and does not have the ability to control the corporation or 
elect one or more directors thereof. 
 (b)  Slot machine license qualification requirement.–No 
corporation or any other legal business entity or other form of business 
organization which is a subsidiary shall be eligible to receive or hold a 
slot machine license unless each holding and intermediary company 
with respect thereto: 
 (1)  if it is a corporation or other legal business entity, 

shall comply with the provisions of subsection (a) as if said 
holding or intermediary company were itself applying for a slot 
machine license. The board may waive compliance with the 
provisions of subsection (a) on the part of a publicly traded 
corporation which is a holding company as to any officer, 
director, lender, underwriter, agent or employee thereof, or 
person directly or indirectly holding a beneficial interest or 
ownership of the securities of such corporation, where the board 
is satisfied that such officer, director, lender, underwriter, agent 
or employee is not significantly involved in the activities of the 
corporate licensee and in the case of the security holder does not 
have the ability to control or possess a controlling interest in the 
holding company or elect one or more directors thereof; or 

 (2)  if it is not a corporation, shall comply with the 
provisions of subsection (c) as if said company were itself 
applying for a slot machine license. The board may waive 
compliance with the provisions of subsection (c) on the part of a 
noncorporate business organization which is a holding company 
as to any person who directly or indirectly holds any beneficial 
interest or ownership in such company when the board is 
satisfied that such person does not have the ability to control the 
company. 

 (c)  Noncorporate applicant requirement.–Any noncorporate 
applicant for a slot machine license shall provide the information 
required in this section in such form as may be required by the board. 
No such applicant shall be eligible to hold a slot machine license unless 
each person who directly or indirectly holds any beneficial interest or 
ownership in the applicant, or has the ability to control the applicant or 
whom the board may consider appropriate for approval or qualification, 
would individually be qualified for approval as a key employee 
pursuant to the provisions of this part. 
 

§ 1312.  Divestiture of disqualifying applicant. 
 In the event that any slot machine license application is not 
approved by the board based on a finding that an individual who  
is a principal or has an interest in the person applying for the license 
does not meet the character requirements of section 1310 (relating to 
slot machine license application character requirements) or any of the 
eligibility requirements under this part, or a person who purchases  
a controlling interest in a licensed gaming entity in violation of  
section 1328 (relating to change in ownership or control of  
slot machine licensee), the board may afford the individual the 
opportunity to completely divest his interest in the person, its affiliate, 
intermediary, subsidiary or holding company seeking the license and, 
after such divestiture, reconsider the person’s or applicant’s suitability 
for licensure in an expedited proceeding and may, after such 
proceeding, issue the person or applicant a slot machine license. The 
board shall approve the terms and conditions of any divestiture under 
this section. Under no circumstances shall any divestiture be approved 
by the board if the compensation for the divested interest exceeds the 
cost of the interest. 
§ 1313.  Slot machine license application financial fitness 

requirements. 
 (a)  Applicant financial information.–The board shall require 
each applicant for a slot machine license to produce the information, 
documentation and assurances concerning financial background and 
resources as the board deems necessary to establish by clear and 
convincing evidence the financial stability, integrity and responsibility 
of the applicant, its affiliate, intermediary, subsidiary or holding 
company, including, but not limited to, bank references, business and 
personal income and disbursement schedules, tax returns and other 
reports filed with governmental agencies, and business and personal 
accounting and check records and ledgers. In addition, each applicant 
shall in writing authorize the examination of all bank accounts and 
records as may be deemed necessary by the board. 
 (b)  Financial backer information.–The board shall require each 
applicant for a slot machine license to produce the information, 
documentation and assurances as may be necessary to establish by 
clear and convincing evidence the integrity of all financial backers, 
investors, mortgagees, bondholders and holders of indentures, notes or 
other evidences of indebtedness, either in effect or proposed. Any such 
banking or lending institution and institutional investors may be 
waived from the qualification requirements. A banking or lending 
institution or institutional investor shall, however, produce for the 
board upon request any document or information which bears any 
relation to the proposal submitted by the applicant or applicants. The 
integrity of the financial sources shall be judged upon the same 
standards as the applicant. Any such person or entity shall produce for 
the board upon request any document or information which bears any 
relation to the application. In addition, the applicant shall produce 
whatever information, documentation or assurances the board requires 
to establish by clear and convincing evidence the adequacy of financial 
resources. 
 (c)  Applicant’s ability to pay license fee.–The board shall 
require each applicant for a Category 1 or 2 slot machine license at the 
time of application to post a letter of credit or bond in the amount of 
$50,000,000 to demonstrate the financial ability to pay the slot machine 
license fee as required in section 1209 (relating to slot machine license 
fee) if issued a slot machine license by the board. Each applicant for a 
Category 3 slot machine license at the time of application shall be 
required to post a letter of credit or bond in the amount of $5,000,000 
to demonstrate the financial ability to pay the Category 3 slot machine 
license fee as required in section 1305 (relating to Category 3  
slot machine license) if issued a slot machine license by the board. 
 (d)  Applicant’s business experience.–The board shall require 
each applicant for a slot machine license to produce the information, 
documentation and assurances as the board may require to establish by 
clear and convincing evidence that the applicant has sufficient business 
ability and experience to create and maintain a successful, efficient 
operation. Applicants shall produce the names of all proposed key 
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employees and a description of their respective or proposed 
responsibilities as they become known. 
 (e)  Applicant’s operational viability.–In assessing the financial 
viability of the proposed licensed facility, the board shall make a 
finding, after review of the application, that the applicant is likely to 
maintain a financially successful, viable and efficient business 
operation and will likely be able to maintain steady level and growth of 
revenue to the Commonwealth pursuant to section 1403 (relating to 
establishment of State Gaming Fund and net slot machine revenue 
distribution). Notwithstanding any provision of this part to the 
contrary, an applicant that includes a commitment or promise to  
pay a slot machine license fee in excess of the amount provided in 
section 1209 or a distribution of terminal revenue in excess of the 
amounts provided in sections 1403, 1405 (relating to Pennsylvania 
Race Horse Development Fund) and 1407 (relating to Pennsylvania 
Gaming Economic Development and Tourism Fund) shall not be 
deemed a financially successful, viable or efficient business operation 
and shall not be approved for a slot machine license. 
 (f)  Additional information.–In addition to other information 
required by this part, a person applying for a slot machine license shall 
provide the following information: 
 (1)  The organization, financial structure and nature of all 

businesses operated by the person, including any affiliate, 
intermediary, subsidiary or holding companies, the names and 
personal employment and criminal histories of all officers, 
directors and key employees of the corporation; the names of all 
holding, intermediary, affiliate and subsidiary companies of the 
corporation; and the organization, financial structure and nature 
of all businesses operated by such holding, intermediary and 
subsidiary companies as the board may require, including names 
and personal employment and criminal histories of such officers, 
directors and principal employees of such corporations and 
companies as the board may require. 

 (2)  The extent of securities held in the corporation by all 
officers, directors and underwriters and their remuneration in the 
form of salary, wages, fees or otherwise. 

 (3)  Copies of all management and service contracts. 
§ 1314.  Alternative Category 1 licensing standards. 
 (a)  Determination.–The board may determine whether the 
licensing standards of another jurisdiction within the United States or 
Canada in which an applicant, its affiliate, intermediary, subsidiary or 
holding company for a Category 1 slot machine license is similarly 
licensed are comprehensive and thorough and provide similar adequate 
safeguards as those required by this part. If the board makes that 
determination, it may issue a slot machine license to an applicant who 
holds a slot machine license in such other jurisdiction after conducting 
an evaluation of the information relating to the applicant from such 
other jurisdictions, as updated by the board, and evaluating other 
information related to the applicant received from that jurisdiction and 
other jurisdictions where the applicant may be licensed, the board may 
incorporate such information in whole or in part into its evaluation of 
the applicant. 
 (b)  Abbreviated process.–In the event an applicant for a  
slot machine license is licensed in another jurisdiction, the board may 
determine to use an alternate process requiring only that information 
determined by the board to be necessary to consider the issuance of a 
license, including financial viability of the licensee, to such an 
applicant. Nothing in this section shall be construed to waive any fees 
associated with obtaining a license through the normal application 
process. 
§ 1315.  Conditional Category 1 licenses. 
 (a)  Issuance.–Notwithstanding any provisions of this part to the 
contrary, upon a finding that it is in the public interest, the board may 
issue a conditional slot machine license to a person who qualifies as a 
Category 1 license applicant upon payment of the fee pursuant to 
section 1209 (relating to slot machine license fee). This license may be 
issued after the completion of a background investigation of the  
 

applicant and each key employee and prior to full compliance by the 
applicant with section 1325 (relating to license or permit issuance). 
 (b)  Suitability; financial capability.–An applicant shall provide 
the board with satisfactory evidence of suitability and financial 
capability of the applicant to be a slot machine licensee prior to the 
board granting the conditional license. 
 (c)  Complete application.–No later than upon issuance of a 
conditional license, the applicant shall submit a complete application 
for a Category 1 license pursuant to section 1302 (relating to  
Category 1 slot machine license) as set forth by this part. 
 (d)  Expiration.–If the holder of a conditional license does not 
receive board approval for the issuance of a Category 1 slot machine 
license under the standards set forth in this part within 18 months from 
the time set by the board pursuant to section 1301 (relating to 
authorized slot machine licenses) at which all applications are to be 
filed and deemed complete, the conditional license shall expire. Failure 
to meet the requirements of this part for licensure shall cause 
immediate forfeiture of the conditional slot machine license and 
revocation of authorization to operate slot machines at the licensed 
facility. 
 (e)  Return of fee.–In the event of the expiration of a conditional 
license or the denial of an application for a slot machine license 
pursuant to section 1302, the applicant shall be entitled to a return of 
85% of the conditional slot machine license fee it submitted with its 
application. 
§ 1316.  Bond for issuance of slot machine license. 
 Before any category of slot machine license is issued, the 
licensee shall post a bond in an amount not less than the sum of 
$1,000,000, as set by the board, payable to the Commonwealth. The 
bond shall be used to guarantee that the slot machine licensee faithfully 
makes the payments, keeps books and records, makes reports and 
conducts operations in conformity with this part and rules, regulations 
and orders promulgated by the board. The bond shall not be canceled 
by a surety on less than 30 days’ notice in writing to the board. If a 
bond is canceled and the slot machine licensee fails to file a new bond 
with the board in the required amount on or before the effective date of 
cancellation, the licensee’s license shall be revoked or suspended. The 
total and aggregate liability of the surety on the bond is limited to the 
amount specified in the bond. 
§ 1317.  Supplier and manufacturer licenses application. 
 (a)  Application.–Any person seeking to provide slot machines or 
associated equipment to a slot machine licensee within this 
Commonwealth or to manufacture slot machines for use in this 
Commonwealth shall apply to the board for either a supplier or 
manufacturer license. No person, its affiliate, intermediary, subsidiary 
or holding company who has applied for or is a holder of a 
manufacturer or slot machine license shall be eligible to apply for or 
hold a supplier license. A supplier licensee shall establish a principle 
place of business in this Commonwealth within one year of issuance of 
its supplier license and maintain such during the period in which the 
license is held. No slot machine licensee shall enter into any sale, lease, 
contract or any other type of agreement providing slot machines, 
progressive slot machines, parts or associated equipment for use or 
play with any person other than a supplier licensed pursuant to this 
section. Slot monitoring systems, casino management systems, player 
tracking systems and wide-area progressive systems are excluded from 
any requirements that they be provided through a licensed supplier as 
set forth in this part. 
 (b)  Requirements.–The application for a supplier or 
manufacturer license shall include, at a minimum: 
 (1)  The name and business address of the applicant, the 

directors and owners of the applicant and a list of employees and 
their positions within the business, as well as any financial 
information required by the board. 

 (2)  The consent to a background investigation of the 
applicant, its officers, directors, owners, key employees or other 
persons required by the board and a release to obtain any and all  
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information necessary for the completion of the background 
investigation. 

 (3)  The details of any equivalent license granted or 
denied by other jurisdictions where gaming activities are 
permitted and consent for the board to acquire copies of 
applications submitted or licenses issued in connection therewith. 

 (4)  The type of goods and services to be supplied or 
manufactured and whether those goods and services will be 
provided through purchase, lease, contract or otherwise. 

 (5)  Any other information determined by the board to be 
appropriate. 

§ 1318.  Occupation permit application. 
 (a)  Application.–Any person who desires to be a gaming 
employee and has a bona fide offer of employment from a licensed 
gaming entity shall apply to the board for an occupation permit.  
A person may not be employed as a gaming employee unless and until 
that person holds an appropriate occupation permit issued under this 
section. The board may promulgate regulations to reclassify a category 
of nongaming employees or gaming employees upon a finding that the 
reclassification is in the public interest and consistent with the 
objectives of this part. 
 (b)  Requirements.–The application for an occupation permit 
shall include, at a minimum: 
 (1)  The name and home address of the person. 
 (2)  The previous employment history of the person. 
 (3)  The criminal history record of the person, as well as 

the person’s consent for the Pennsylvania State Police to conduct 
a background investigation. 

 (4)  A photograph and handwriting exemplar of the 
person. 

 (5)  Evidence of the offer of employment and the nature 
and scope of the proposed duties of the person, if known. 

 (6)  The details of any occupation permit or similar 
license granted or denied to the applicant in other jurisdictions 
and consent for the board to obtain copies of applications 
submitted or permits or licenses issued in connection therewith. 

 (7)  Any other information determined by the board to be 
appropriate. 

 (c)  Prohibition.–No slot machine licensee may employ or permit 
any person under 18 years of age to render any service whatsoever in 
any area of its licensed facility at which slot machines are physically 
located. 
§ 1319.  Alternative manufacturer licensing standards. 
 (a)  General rule.–The board may determine whether the 
licensing standards of another jurisdiction within the United States in 
which an applicant for a manufacturer license is similarly licensed are 
comprehensive and thorough and provide similar adequate safeguards 
as those required by this part. If the board makes that determination,  
it may issue a manufacturer license to an applicant who holds a similar 
manufacturer license in such other jurisdiction after conducting an 
evaluation of the information relating to the applicant from such other 
jurisdictions, as updated by the board, and evaluating other information 
related to the applicant received from that jurisdiction and other 
jurisdictions where the applicant may be licensed, the board may 
incorporate such information in whole or in part into its evaluation of 
the applicant. 
 (b)  Abbreviated process.–In the event an applicant for a  
slot machine manufacturer license is licensed in another jurisdiction, 
the board may determine to use an alternate process requiring only that 
information determined by the board to be necessary to consider the 
issuance of a license, including financial viability of the licensee, to 
such an applicant. Nothing in this section shall be construed to waive 
any fees associated with obtaining a license through the normal 
application process. 
§ 1320.  Slot machine testing and certification standards. 
 (a)  Use of other state standards.–Until such time as the board 
establishes an independent testing and certification facility pursuant to 
subsection (b), the board may determine, at its discretion, whether the 

slot machine testing and certification standards of another jurisdiction 
within the United States in which an applicant for a manufacturer 
license is licensed are comprehensive and thorough and provide similar 
adequate safeguards as those required by this part. If the board makes 
that determination, it may permit a manufacturer through a licensed 
supplier as provided in section 1317 (relating to supplier and 
manufacturer licenses application) to deploy those slot machines which 
have met the slot machine testing and certification standards in such 
other jurisdictions without undergoing the full testing and certification 
process by a board-established independent facility. In the event  
slot machines of an applicant for a manufacturer license are licensed in 
such other jurisdiction, the board may determine to use an abbreviated 
process requiring only that information determined by the board to be 
necessary to consider the issuance of a slot machine certification to 
such an applicant. Alternatively, the board in its discretion may also 
rely upon the certification of a slot machine that has met the testing and 
certification standards of a board-approved private testing and 
certification facility until such time as the board establishes an 
independent testing and certification facility pursuant to subsection (b). 
Nothing in this section shall be construed to waive any fees associated 
with obtaining a license through the normal application process. 
 (b)  Facility in Commonwealth.–Within three years immediately 
following the effective date of this part, the board shall establish and 
maintain an independent slot machine testing and certification facility. 
The cost for the establishment and operation of an independent  
slot machine testing and certification facility shall be paid by each 
licensed manufacturer in accordance with a schedule adopted by the 
board. The facility shall be made available to each slot machine 
manufacturer and supplier as determined by the board. 
 (c)  Central control computer compatibility.–The board shall 
ensure that all slot machines certified and approved for use in this 
Commonwealth are compatible and comply with the central control 
computer and protocol specifications approved by the department. 
§ 1321.  Additional licenses and permits and approval of agreements. 
 (a)  Requirements.–In addition to the requirements for a license 
or permit specifically set forth in this part, the board may require a 
license or permit, and set a fee for the same, for any key or gaming 
employee or any person who satisfies any of the following criteria: 
 (1)  The person transacts business within this 

Commonwealth with a slot machine licensee as a ticket purveyor, 
tour operator, operator of a bus trip program or operator of any 
other type of travel program or promotional business related to 
slot machines. The board may also review, deny, order 
modification or approve, at its discretion, proposed tours,  
bus routes and travel programs. 

 (2)  The person is presently not otherwise required to be 
licensed under this part and provides any goods, property or 
services, including, but not limited to, management contracts for 
compensation to a slot machine licensee at the licensed facility. 

 (b)  Agreement.–Any agreement to conduct business within this 
Commonwealth between a person and a slot machine licensee relating 
to slot machines or associated equipment is subject to the approval of 
the board in accordance with rules and regulations promulgated by the 
board. Every agreement shall be in writing and shall include a 
provision for its termination without liability on the part of the  
slot machine licensee upon a finding by the board that the agreement is 
not approved or that it is terminated. Failure to expressly include this 
condition in the agreement is not a defense in any action brought under 
this section relating to the termination of the agreement. 
§ 1322.  Slot machine accounting controls and audits. 
 (a)  Approval.–Except as otherwise provided by this part,  
each slot machine license applicant shall, in addition to obtaining a  
slot machine license, obtain approval from the board in consultation 
with the department of its proposed site plans and internal control 
systems and audit protocols prior to the installation and operation of 
slot machines at the licensed facility. 
 (b)  Minimum requirements.–At a minimum, the applicant’s or 
person’s proposed internal controls and audit protocols shall: 
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(1)  Safeguard its assets and revenues, including, but not 
limited to, the recording of cash and evidences of indebtedness 
related to the slot machines. 

 (2)  Provide for reliable records, accounts and reports of 
any financial event that occurs in the operation of a slot machine, 
including reports to the board related to the slot machines. 

 (3)  Ensure as provided in section 1323 (relating to 
central control computer system) that each slot machine directly 
provides or communicates all required activities and financial 
details to the central control computer as set by the board. 

 (4)  Provide for accurate and reliable financial records. 
 (5)  Ensure any financial event that occurs in the 

operation of a slot machine is performed only in accordance with 
the management’s general or specific authorization, as approved 
by the board. 

 (6)  Ensure that any financial event that occurs in the 
operation of a slot machine is recorded adequately to permit 
proper and timely reporting of gross revenue and the calculation 
thereof and of fees and taxes and to maintain accountability for 
assets. 

 (7)  Ensure that access to assets is permitted only in 
accordance with management’s specific authorization, as 
approved by the board. 

 (8)  Ensure that recorded accountability for assets is 
compared with actual assets at reasonable intervals and 
appropriate action is taken with respect to any discrepancies. 

 (9)  Ensure that all functions, duties and responsibilities 
are appropriately segregated and performed in accordance with 
sound financial practices by competent, qualified personnel. 

 (c)  Internal control.–Each slot machine license applicant shall 
submit to the board and department, in such manner as the board shall 
require, a description of its administrative and accounting procedures in 
detail, including its written system of internal control. Each written 
system of internal control shall include: 
 (1)  Records of direct and indirect ownership in the 

proposed slot machine licensee, its affiliate, intermediary, 
subsidiary or holding company. 

 (2)  An organizational chart depicting appropriate 
segregation of functions and responsibilities. 

 (3)  A description of the duties and responsibilities of 
each position shown on the organizational chart. 

 (4)  A detailed narrative description of the administrative 
and accounting procedures designed to satisfy the requirements 
of this section. 

 (5)  Record retention policy. 
 (6)  Procedure to ensure that assets are safeguarded, 

including mandatory count procedures. 
 (7)  A statement signed by the chief financial officer of 

the proposed licensed gaming entity or other competent person 
and the chief executive officer of the proposed licensed gaming 
entity or other competent person attesting that the officer 
believes, in good faith, that the system satisfies the requirements 
of this section. 

 (8)  Any other item that the board may require in its 
discretion. 

§ 1323.  Central control computer system. 
 (a)  General rule.–To facilitate the auditing and security 
programs critical to the integrity of slot machine gaming in this 
Commonwealth, the department shall have overall control of  
slot machines, and all slot machine terminals shall be linked, at an 
appropriate time to be determined by the department, to a central 
control computer under the control of the department and accessible by 
the board to provide auditing program capacity and individual terminal 
information as approved by the department and shall include real-time 
information retrieval and terminal activation and disabling programs. 
The central control computer selected and employed by the department 
shall not unduly limit or favor the participation of a vendor or 
manufacturer of a slot machine as a result of the cost or difficulty of 

implementing the necessary program modifications to communicate 
with and link to the central control computer. The central control 
computer employed by the department shall provide: 
 (1)  A fully operational Statewide slot machine control 

system that has the capability of supporting up to the maximum 
number of slot machines that could be permitted to be in 
operation under this part. 

 (2)  The employment of a widely accepted gaming 
industry protocol to facilitate slot machine manufacturers’ ability 
to communicate with the Statewide system. 

 (3)  The delivery of a system that has the capability to 
support in-house and wide-area progressive slot machines as 
approved by the board. 

 (4)  The delivery of a system that allows the slot machine 
licensee to install independent player tracking systems and 
cashless technology as approved by the board. 

 (5)  The delivery of a system that does not alter the 
statistical awards of slot machine games as designed by the  
slot machine manufacturer and approved by the board. 

 (6)  The delivery of a system that provides redundancy so 
that each component of the network will be capable of operating 
independently by the department if any component of the 
network, including the central control computer, fails or cannot 
be operated for any reason as determined by the department, and 
to assure that all transactional data is captured and secured. Costs 
associated with any computer system required by the department 
to operate at a licensed facility, whether independent or as part of 
the central control computer, shall be paid by the slot machine 
licensee. The computer system will be controlled by the 
department and accessible to the board. 

 (7)  The ability to meet all reporting and control 
requirements as prescribed by the board and department. 

 (8)  Any other capabilities as determined by the 
department in consultation with the board. 

 (b)  Personal information.–Except as provided for in  
subsection (a)(4), the central control computer shall not provide for the 
monitoring or reading of personal or financial information concerning a 
patron of a slot machine licensee. 
 (c)  Initial acquisition of central control computer.–
Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary and in order 
to facilitate the prompt implementation of this part, initial contracts 
entered into by the department for a central control computer, including 
any necessary computer hardware, software, licenses or related services 
shall not be subject to the provisions of 62 Pa.C.S. (relating to 
procurement). Contracts made pursuant to the provisions of this section 
shall not exceed five years. 
 (d)  Resolution of contract disputes.–The process specified in  
62 Pa.C.S. Ch. 17 Subch. B (relating to prelitigation resolution of 
controversies) shall be the sole means of resolution for controversies 
arising with respect to contracts executed under this section. 
§ 1324.  Protocol information. 
 The department shall provide, upon request and in advance of the 
operation of a central control computer, to a licensed slot machine 
supplier or manufacturer the comprehensive protocol specifications 
necessary to enable the respective slot machine suppliers or 
manufacturers of slot machine terminals to communicate with the 
department’s central control computer for the purpose of transmitting 
auditing program information and for activating and disabling of  
slot machine terminals. Manufacturers and suppliers shall be afforded a 
reasonable period of time to comment upon the protocol in advance of 
the operation of the central control computer. Once adopted, the 
department shall provide suppliers and manufacturers a reasonable 
period of time to review and comment on any changes and on 
documentation data for all proposed changes to the original protocol 
specifications of the central control computer. Manufacturers and 
suppliers shall be afforded a reasonable period of time to comment 
upon and employ all proposed changes to the protocol in advance of its 
implementation and operation with the central control computer. 
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Notwithstanding the foregoing, the department may expedite changes 
in the protocol as may be needed to ensure the integrity and stability of 
the entire system. 
§ 1325.  License or permit issuance. 
 (a)  Issuance.–In addition to any other criteria provided under this 
part, any licensed gaming entity, supplier, manufacturer, gaming 
employee or other person that the board approves as qualified to 
receive a license or a permit under this part shall be issued a license or 
permit upon the payment of any fee required and upon the fulfillment 
of any conditions required by the board or provided for in this part. 
Nothing contained in this part is intended or shall be construed to 
create an entitlement to a license or permit by any person. The board 
shall in its sole discretion issue, renew, condition or deny a  
slot machine license based upon the requirements of this part and 
whether the issuance of a license will enhance tourism, economic 
development or job creation is in the best interests of the 
Commonwealth and advances the purposes of this part. 
 (b)  Eligibility.–A license or permit shall not be granted or 
renewed unless the board finds that the applicant satisfies all of the 
following criteria: 
 (1)  The applicant has developed and implemented or 

agreed to develop and implement a diversity plan to assure that 
all persons are accorded equality of opportunity in employment 
and contracting by the applicant, its contractors, subcontractors, 
assignees, lessees, agents, vendors and suppliers. 

 (2)  The applicant in all other respects is found suitable 
consistent with the laws of this Commonwealth and is otherwise 
qualified to be issued a license or permit. 

 (c)  Additional requirements.–In addition to the eligibility 
requirements otherwise provided in this part, the board may also take 
into account the following factors when considering an application for 
a slot machine license: 
 (1)  The location and quality of the proposed facility, 

including, but not limited to, road and transit access, parking and 
centrality to market service area. 

 (2)  The potential for new job creation and economic 
development which will result from granting a license to an 
applicant. 

 (3)  The applicant’s good faith plan to recruit, train and 
upgrade diversity in all employment classifications in the facility. 

 (4)  The applicant’s good faith plan for enhancing the 
representation of diverse groups in the operation of its facility 
through the ownership and operation of business enterprises 
associated with or utilized by its facility or through the provision 
of goods or services utilized by its facility and through the 
participation in the ownership of the applicant. 

 (5)  The applicant’s good faith effort to assure that all 
persons are accorded equality of opportunity in employment and 
contracting by it and any contractors, subcontractors, assignees, 
lessees, agents, vendors and suppliers it may employ directly or 
indirectly. 

 (6)  The history and success of the applicant in 
developing tourism facilities ancillary to gaming development if 
applicable to the applicant. 

 (7)  The degree to which the applicant presents a plan for 
the project which will likely lead to the creation of quality, 
living-wage jobs and full-time permanent jobs for residents of 
this Commonwealth generally and for residents of the host 
political subdivision in particular. 

 (8)  The record of the applicant and its developer in 
meeting commitments to local agencies, community-based 
organizations and employees in other locations. 

 (9)  The degree to which potential adverse effects which 
might result from the project, including costs of meeting the 
increased demand for public health care, child care, public 
transportation, affordable housing and social services, will be 
mitigated. 

 

(10)  The record of the applicant and its developer 
regarding compliance with: 

 (i)  Federal, State and local discrimination, wage 
and hour, disability and occupational and environmental 
health and safety laws; and 

 (ii)  State and local labor relations and 
employment laws. 

 (11)  The applicant’s record in dealing with its 
employees and their representatives at other locations. 

§ 1326.  License renewals. 
 (a)  Renewal.–All permits and licenses issued under this part 
unless otherwise provided shall be subject to renewal on an annual 
basis upon the application of the holder of the permit or license 
submitted to the board at least 60 days prior to the expiration of the 
permit or license. The application for renewal shall include an update 
of the information contained in the initial and any prior renewal 
applications and the payment of any renewal fee required by this part. 
A permit or license for which a completed renewal application and fee, 
if required, has been received by the board will continue in effect 
unless and until the board sends written notification to the holder of the 
permit or license that the board has denied the renewal of such permit 
or license. 
 (b)  Revocation or failure to renew.–In addition to any other 
sanctions the board may impose under this part, the board may at its 
discretion suspend, revoke or deny renewal of any permit or license 
issued under this part if it receives any information from any source 
that the applicant or any of its officers, directors, owners or key 
employees is in violation of any provision of this part, that the 
applicant has furnished the board with false or misleading information 
or that the information contained in the applicant’s initial application or 
any renewal application is no longer true and correct. In the event of a 
revocation or failure to renew, the applicant’s authorization to conduct 
the previously approved activity shall immediately cease, and all fees 
paid in connection therewith shall be deemed to be forfeited. In the 
event of a suspension, the applicant’s authorization to conduct the 
previously approved activity shall immediately cease until the board 
has notified the applicant that the suspension is no longer in effect. 
§ 1327.  Nontransferability of licenses. 
 A license or permit issued by the board is a grant of the  
privilege to conduct a business in this Commonwealth. Except as 
permitted by section 1328 (relating to change in ownership or control 
of slot machine licensee), a license or permit granted or renewed 
pursuant to this part shall not be sold, transferred or assigned to any 
other person, nor shall a licensee or permittee pledge or otherwise grant 
a security interest in or lien on the license or permit. Nothing contained 
in this part is intended or shall be construed to create in any person an 
entitlement to a license. The board has the sole discretion to issue, 
renew, condition or deny the issuance of a slot machine license based 
upon the purposes and requirements of this part. 
§ 1328.  Change in ownership or control of slot machine licensee. 
 (a)  Notification and approval.– 
 (1)  A slot machine licensee shall notify the board prior 

to or immediately upon becoming aware of any proposed or 
contemplated change of ownership of the slot machine licensee 
by a person or group of persons acting in concert which involves 
any of the following: 

 (i)  More than 5% of a slot machine licensee’s 
securities or other ownership interests. 

 (ii)  More than 5% of the securities or other 
ownership interests of a corporation or other form of 
business entity that owns directly or indirectly at least 
20% of the voting or other securities or other ownership 
interests of the licensee. 

 (iii)  The sale other than in the ordinary course of 
business of a licensee’s assets. 

 (iv)  Any other transaction or occurrence deemed 
by the board to be relevant to license qualifications. 
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(2)  Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph (1),  
a slot machine licensee shall not be required to notify the board 
of any acquisition by an institutional investor pursuant to 
paragraph (1)(i) or (ii) if the institutional investor holds less than 
10% of the securities or other ownership interests referred to in 
paragraph (1)(i) or (ii), the securities or interests are publicly 
traded securities and its holdings of such securities were 
purchased for investment purposes only and the institutional 
investor files with the board a certified statement to the effect 
that it has no intention of influencing or affecting, directly or 
indirectly, the affairs of the licensee, provided, however, that it 
shall be permitted to vote on matters put to the vote of the 
outstanding security holders. Notice to the board and board 
approval shall be required prior to completion of any proposed or 
contemplated change of ownership of a slot machine licensee that 
meets the criteria of this section. 

 (b)  Qualification of purchaser of slot machine licensee; change 
of control.–The purchaser of the assets, other than in the ordinary 
course of business, of any slot machine licensee shall independently 
qualify for a license in accordance with this part and shall pay the 
license fee as required by section 1209 (relating to slot machine license 
fee). A change in control of any slot machine licensee shall require that 
the slot machine licensee independently qualify for a license in 
accordance with this part, and the slot machine licensee shall pay a new 
license fee as required by section 1209, except as otherwise required by 
the board pursuant to this section. 
 (c)  Change in control defined.–For purposes of this section, a 
change in control of a slot machine licensee shall mean the acquisition 
by a person or group of persons acting in concert of more than 20% of 
a slot machine licensee’s securities or other ownership interests, with 
the exception of any ownership interest of the person that existed at the 
time of initial licensing and payment of the initial slot machine license 
fee, or more than 20% of the securities or other ownership interests of a 
corporation or other form of business entity which owns directly or 
indirectly at least 20% of the voting or other securities or other 
ownership interests of the licensee. 
 (d)  Fee reduction.–The board may in its discretion eliminate the 
need for qualification and/or proportionately reduce, but not eliminate, 
the new license fee otherwise required pursuant to this section in 
connection with a change of control of a licensee, depending upon the 
type of transaction, the relevant ownership interests and changes 
thereto resulting from the transaction and other considerations deemed 
relevant by the board. 
 (e)  License revocation.–Failure to comply with this section may 
cause the license issued under this part to be revoked or suspended by 
the board unless the purchase of the assets or the change in control that 
meets the criteria of this section has been independently qualified in 
advance by the board and any required license fee has been paid. 
§ 1329.  Nonportability of slot machine license. 
 Each slot machine license shall only be valid for the specific 
physical location within the municipality and county for which it was 
originally granted. No slot machine licensee shall be permitted to move 
or relocate the physical location of the licensed facility without board 
approval for good cause shown. 
§ 1330.  Multiple slot machine license prohibition. 
 No slot machine licensee, its affiliate, intermediary, subsidiary or 
holding company may possess an ownership or financial interest that is 
greater than 33.3% of another slot machine licensee or person eligible 
to apply for a Category 1 license, its affiliate, intermediary, subsidiary 
or holding company. The board shall approve the terms and conditions 
of any divestiture under this section. Under no circumstances shall any 
such divestiture be approved by the board if the compensation for the 
divested interest in a person eligible to apply for a Category 1 license 
exceeds the greater of the original cost of the interest, the book value  
of the interest or an independently assessed value of the interest  
one month prior to the effective date of this part and, in the case of a 
person eligible to apply for a Category 1 license, unless the person 
acquiring the divested interest is required to continue conducting  

live racing at the location where live racing is currently being 
conducted in accordance with section 1303 (relating to additional 
Category 1 slot machine license requirements) and be approved for a 
Category 1 slot machine license. No such slot machine license 
applicant shall be issued a slot machine license until the applicant has 
completely divested its ownership or financial interest that is in excess 
of 33.3% in another slot machine licensee or person eligible to apply 
for a Category 1 license, its affiliate, intermediary, subsidiary or 
holding company. 
§ 1331.  Duty of licensees, key employees and gaming employees. 
 Any licensee, key employee or gaming employee shall have the 
duty to: 
 (1)  provide any assistance or information required by the 

board or the Pennsylvania State Police and to cooperate in any 
inquiry, investigation or hearing; 

 (2)  consent to inspections, searches and seizures; 
 (3)  inform the board of any actions which they believe 

would constitute a violation of this part; and 
 (4)  inform the board of any arrests for any violations of 

offenses enumerated under 18 Pa.C.S. (relating to crimes and 
offenses). 

CHAPTER 14 
REVENUES 

§ 1401.  Slot machine licensee deposits. 
 (a)  Account established.–There is established within the State 
Treasury an account for each slot machine licensee for the deposit of 
sums under this section. 
 (b)  Initial deposit of funds.–Not later than two business days 
prior to the commencement of slot machine operations by a  
slot machine licensee, the slot machine licensee shall deposit and 
maintain the sum of $5,000,000 in its account to guarantee the payment 
of funds to the Commonwealth under this part and as security for its 
obligations under section 1405 (relating to Pennsylvania Race Horse 
Development Fund). 
 (c)  Weekly deposits.–Each slot machine licensee shall deposit 
funds into its account on a weekly basis equal to the amounts deducted 
by the department under section 1402 (relating to gross terminal 
revenue deductions) and for reimbursement of any funds expended due 
to the slot machine licensee’s failure to comply with its obligations 
under section 1405. The department shall notify each licensee of the 
amounts deducted. If at any time the amount held in the account 
attributable to a slot machine licensee is not sufficient to make the 
payments required of the licensee under section 1402 and for 
reimbursement of any funds expended due to the slot machine 
licensee’s failure to comply with its obligations under section 1405, the 
department shall notify the slot machine licensee, and the slot machine 
licensee shall immediately deposit necessary funds into the account as 
directed by the department. 
 (d)  Return of funds.–The funds deposited into its account shall 
not be returned to a slot machine licensee unless the slot machine 
licensee ceases conducting business under its license and relinquishes 
all rights to do so in the future. In that case, the balance of funds in the 
account attributable to such licensee, minus any unpaid amounts due 
and payable to the Commonwealth under this part or due and payable 
under section 1405, shall be returned to the licensee. 
§ 1402.  Gross terminal revenue deductions. 
 (a)  Deductions.–After determining the appropriate assessments 
for each slot machine licensee, the department shall deduct the 
following costs, expenses or payments from each account established 
under section 1401 (relating to slot machine licensee deposits): 
 (1)  The costs and expenses to be incurred by the 

department in administering this part at each slot machine 
licensee’s licensed facility based upon a budget submitted by the 
department to and approved by the board. 

 (2)  The other costs and expenses to be incurred by the 
department in administering this part based upon a budget 
submitted by the department to and approved by the board. 
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(3)  Sums necessary to repay any loans made by the 
General Fund to the department in connection with carrying out 
its responsibilities under this part, including the costs of the 
initial acquisition of the central control computer and any 
accessories or associated equipment. 

 (4)  The costs and expenses to be incurred by the 
Pennsylvania State Police and the Office of Attorney General and 
not otherwise reimbursed under this part in carrying out their 
respective responsibilities under this part based upon a  
budget submitted by the Pennsylvania State Police and the 
Attorney General to and approved by the board. 

 (5)  Sums necessary to repay any loans made by the 
General Fund to the Pennsylvania State Police in connection with 
carrying out its responsibilities under this part. 

 (6)  The costs and expenses to be incurred by the board in 
carrying out its responsibilities under this part based upon a 
budget approved by the board. 

 (7)  Sums necessary to repay any loans made by the 
General Fund to the board in connection with carrying out its 
responsibilities under this part. 

 (b)  Deferral of assessment.–Notwithstanding any other provision 
of law to the contrary, the board may defer assessing slot machine 
licensees for repayment of loans from the General Fund under this 
section until all slot machine licenses have been issued and all licensed 
gaming entities have commenced the operation of slot machines. 
§ 1403.  Establishment of State Gaming Fund and net slot machine 

revenue distribution. 
 (a)  Fund established.–There is hereby established the  
State Gaming Fund within the State Treasury. 
 (b)  Slot machine tax.–The department shall determine and each 
slot machine licensee shall pay a daily tax of 34% and a local share 
assessment of 4% of its daily gross terminal revenue from the  
slot machines in operation at its facility into the fund. 
 (c)  Transfers and distributions.–The department shall: 
 (1)  Transfer the slot machine tax and assessment 

imposed in subsection (b) to the fund. 
 (2)  From the local share assessment established in 

subsection (b), make quarterly distributions among the counties 
hosting a licensed facility in accordance with the following 
schedule: 

 (i)  If the licensed facility is a Category 1 
licensed facility that is located at a harness racetrack and 
the county, including a home rule county, in which the 
licensed facility is located is: 

 (A)  A county of the first class:  4% of 
the gross terminal revenue to the county hosting 
the licensed facility from each such licensed 
facility. Notwithstanding any other provision to 
the contrary, funds from licensed gaming entities 
located within a county of the first class shall not 
be distributed outside of a county of the  
first class. 

 (B)  A county of the second class:  2% of 
the gross terminal revenue to the county hosting 
the licensed facility from each such licensed 
facility. 

 (C)  A county of the second class A:  1% 
of the gross terminal revenue to the county 
hosting the licensed facility from each such 
licensed facility. An additional 1% of the gross 
terminal revenue to the county hosting the 
licensed facility from each such licensed facility 
for the purpose of municipal grants within the 
county in which the licensee is located. 

 (D)  A county of the third class:  2% of 
the gross terminal revenue from each such 
licensed facility shall be deposited into a 
restricted account established in the  

Department of Community and Economic 
Development to be used exclusively for grants 
for health, safety and economic development 
projects to municipalities within the county 
where the licensed facility is located. 
Municipalities that are contiguous to the 
municipality hosting such licensed facility shall 
be given priority by the Department of 
Community and Economic Development in the 
award of such grants. 

 (E)  A county of the fourth class:  2% of 
the gross terminal revenue from each such 
licensed facility shall be deposited into a 
restricted account established in the Department 
of Community and Economic Development to be 
used exclusively for grants to the county, to 
economic development authorities or 
organizations within the county or redevelopment 
authorities within the county for grants for 
economic development projects, job training, 
community improvement projects, other projects 
in the public interest and reasonable 
administrative costs. Notwithstanding the 
provisions of the act of February 9, 1999 (P.L.1, 
No.1), known as the Capital Facilities Debt 
Enabling Act, grants made under this clause may 
be utilized as local matching funds for other 
grants or loans from the Commonwealth. 

 (F)  Counties of the fifth through eighth 
classes:  2% of the gross terminal revenue from 
each such licensed facility shall be deposited into 
a restricted account established in the 
Department of Community and Economic 
Development to be used exclusively for grants to 
the county. 

 (G)  Any county not specifically 
enumerated in clauses (A) through (F), 2% of the 
gross terminal revenue to the county hosting the 
licensed facility from each such licensed facility. 

 (ii)  If the licensed facility is a Category 1 
licensed facility and is located at a thoroughbred 
racetrack and the county in which the licensed facility is 
located is: 

 (A)  A county of the first class:  4% of 
the gross terminal revenue to the county hosting 
the licensed facility from each such licensed 
facility. Notwithstanding any other provision to 
the contrary, funds from licensed gaming entities 
located within the county of the first class shall 
not be distributed outside of a county of the  
first class. 

 (B)  A county of the second class:  2% of 
the gross terminal revenue to the county hosting 
the licensed facility from each such licensed 
facility. 

 (C)  A county of the second class A:  1% 
of the gross terminal revenue to the county 
hosting the licensed facility from each such 
licensed facility. An additional 1% of the gross 
terminal revenue to the county hosting the 
licensed facility from each such licensed facility 
for the purpose of municipal grants within the 
county in which the licensee is located. 

 (D)  A county of the third class:  1% of 
the gross terminal revenue to the county hosting 
the licensed facility from each such licensed 
facility. An additional 1% of the gross terminal 
revenue to the county hosting the licensed facility 
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from each such licensed facility for the purpose 
of municipal grants within the county in which 
the licensee is located. 

 (E)  A county of the fourth class:  2% of 
the gross terminal revenue from each such 
licensed facility shall be deposited into a 
restricted account established in the Department 
of Community and Economic Development to be 
used exclusively for grants to the county, to 
economic development authorities or 
organizations within the county or redevelopment 
authorities within the county for grants for 
economic development projects, community 
improvement projects, job training, other projects 
in the public interest and reasonable 
administrative costs. Notwithstanding the  
Capital Facilities Debt Enabling Act, grants made 
under this clause may be utilized as local 
matching funds for other grants or loans from the 
Commonwealth. 

 (F)  Counties of the fifth through eighth 
classes:  2% of the gross terminal revenue from 
each such licensed facility shall be deposited into 
a restricted account established in the 
Department of Community and Economic 
Development to be used exclusively for grants to 
the county. 

 (G)  Any county not specifically 
enumerated in clauses (A) through (F), 2% of the 
gross terminal revenue to the county hosting the 
licensed facility from each such licensed facility. 

 (iii)  If the facility is a Category 2 licensed 
facility and if the county in which the licensed facility is 
located is: 

 (A)  A county of the first class:  4% of 
the gross terminal revenue to the county hosting 
the licensed facility from each such licensed 
facility. Notwithstanding any other provision to 
the contrary, funds from licensed gaming entities 
located within the county of the first class shall 
not be distributed outside of a county of the  
first class. 

 (B)  A county of the second class:  2% of 
the gross terminal revenue to the county hosting 
the licensed facility from each such licensed 
facility. 

 (C)  A county of the second class A:  1% 
of the gross terminal revenue to the county 
hosting the licensed facility from each such 
licensed facility.  An additional 1% of the gross 
terminal revenue to the county hosting the 
licensed facility from each such licensed facility 
for the purpose of municipal grants within the 
county in which the licensee is located. 

 (D)  A county of the third class:  1% of 
the gross terminal revenue to the county hosting 
the licensed facility from each such licensed 
facility. An additional 1% of the gross terminal 
revenue to the county hosting the licensed facility 
from each such licensed facility for the purpose 
of municipal grants within the county in which 
the licensee is located. 

 (E)  A county of the fourth class:  2% of 
the gross terminal revenue from each such 
licensed facility shall be deposited into a 
restricted account established in the Department 
of Community and Economic Development  
to be used exclusively for grants to the county,  

to economic development authorities or 
organizations within the county or redevelopment 
authorities within the county for grants for 
economic development projects, community 
improvement projects, job training, other projects 
in the public interest and reasonable 
administrative costs. Notwithstanding the  
Capital Facilities Debt Enabling Act, grants made 
under this clause may be utilized as local 
matching funds for other grants or loans from the 
Commonwealth. 

 (F)  Counties of the fifth through eighth 
classes:  2% of the gross terminal revenue from 
each such licensed facility shall be deposited into 
a restricted account established in the 
Department of Community and Economic 
Development to be used exclusively for grants to 
the county, to contiguous counties, to economic 
development authorities or organizations within 
the county or contiguous counties or 
redevelopment authorities within the county or 
contiguous counties for grants for economic 
development projects, community improvement 
projects, other projects in the public interest and 
reasonable administrative costs. Notwithstanding 
the Capital Facilities Debt Enabling Act, grants 
made under this clause may be utilized as local 
matching funds for other grants or loans from the 
Commonwealth. 

 (G)  Any county not specifically 
enumerated in clauses (A) through (F), 2% of the 
gross terminal revenue to the county hosting the 
licensed facility from each such licensed facility. 

 (iv)  If the facility is a Category 3 licensed 
facility, 2% of the gross terminal revenue from each such 
licensed facility shall be deposited into a restricted 
account established in the Department of Community and 
Economic Development to be used exclusively for grants 
to the county, to economic development authorities or 
organizations within the county or redevelopment 
authorities within the county for grants for economic 
development projects and community improvement 
projects. 

 (v)  Unless otherwise specified, for the purposes 
of this paragraph money designated for municipal grants 
within a county, other than a county of the first class, in 
which a licensed facility is located shall be used to fund 
grants to the municipality in which the licensed facility is 
located, to the county in which the licensed facility is 
located and to the municipalities which are contiguous to 
the municipality in which the licensed facility is located 
and which are located within the county in which the 
licensed facility is located. Grants shall be administered 
by the county through its economic development or 
redevelopment authority in which the licensed facility is 
located. Grants shall be used to fund the costs of human 
services, infrastructure improvements, facilities, 
emergency services, health and public safety expenses 
associated with licensed facility operations. If at the end 
of a fiscal year uncommitted funds exist, the county shall 
pay to the economic development or redevelopment 
authority of the county in which the licensed facility is 
located the uncommitted funds. 

 (vi)  If the licensed facility is located in more 
than one county, the amount available shall be distributed 
on a pro rata basis determined by the percentage of 
acreage located in each county to the total acreage of all 
counties occupied by the licensed facility. 
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(vii)  The distributions provided in this paragraph 
shall be based upon county classifications in effect on the 
effective date of this section. Any reclassification of 
counties as a result of a Federal decennial census or of a 
State statute shall not apply to this subparagraph. 

 (viii)  If any provision of this paragraph is found 
to be unenforceable for any reason, the distribution 
provided for in the unenforceable provision shall be 
made to the county in which the licensed facility is 
located for the purposes of grants to municipalities in that 
county, including municipal grants as specified in 
subparagraph (v). 

 (ix)  Nothing in this paragraph shall prevent any 
of the above counties from entering into 
intergovernmental cooperative agreements with other 
jurisdictions for sharing this money. 

 (3)  From the local share assessment established in 
subsection (b), make quarterly distributions among the 
municipalities, including home rule municipalities, hosting a 
licensed facility in accordance with the following schedule: 

 (i)  To a city of the second class hosting a 
licensed facility or facilities, other than a Category 3 
licensed facility, 2% of the gross terminal revenue or 
$10,000,000 annually, whichever is greater, of all 
licensed facilities located in that city. In the event that the 
revenues generated by the 2% do not meet the 
$10,000,000 minimum specified in this paragraph, the 
licensed gaming entity operating the licensed facility or 
facilities in the city shall remit the difference to the 
municipality. 

 (ii)  To a city of the second class A hosting a 
licensed facility or facilities, other than a Category 3 
licensed facility, 2% of the gross terminal revenue or 
$10,000,000 annually, whichever is greater, of all 
licensed facilities located in that city subject, however, to 
the budgetary limitation in this subparagraph. The 
amount allocated to the designated municipalities  
shall not exceed 50% of their total budget for fiscal year 
2003-2004, adjusted for inflation in subsequent years by 
an amount not to exceed an annual cost-of-living 
adjustment calculated by applying the percentage change 
in the Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers 
for the Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Delaware and 
Maryland area, for the most recent 12-month period  
for which figures have been officially reported by  
the United States Department of Labor, Bureau of  
Labor Statistics, immediately prior to the date the 
adjustment is due to take effect. Any remaining moneys 
shall be distributed in accordance with paragraph (2) 
based upon the county where the licensed facility or 
facilities is located. In the event that the revenues 
generated by the 2% do not meet the $10,000,000 
minimum specified in this subparagraph, the licensed 
gaming entity operating the licensed facility or facilities 
in the city shall remit the difference to the municipality. 

 (iii)  To a city of the third class hosting a licensed 
facility or facilities, other than a Category 3 licensed 
facility, 2% of the gross terminal revenue or $10,000,000 
annually, whichever is greater, of all licensed facilities 
located in that city subject, however, to the budgetary 
limitation in this subparagraph. However, the foregoing 
limitations shall not apply, notwithstanding any provision 
to the contrary, if the licensed facility or facilities have 
executed a written agreement with the city prior to the 
effective date of this part to provide additional 
compensation to the city in excess of the difference 
between 2% of the gross terminal revenue and 
$10,000,000. The amount allocated to the designated 

municipalities shall not exceed 50% of their total budget 
for fiscal year 2003-2004, adjusted for inflation in 
subsequent years by an amount not to exceed an annual 
cost-of-living adjustment calculated by applying the 
percentage change in the Consumer Price Index for  
All Urban Consumers for the Pennsylvania, New Jersey, 
Delaware and Maryland area, for the most recent  
12-month period for which figures have been officially 
reported by the United States Department of Labor, 
Bureau of Labor Statistics, immediately prior to the date 
the adjustment is due to take effect. Any remaining 
moneys shall be distributed in accordance with paragraph 
(2) based upon the county where the licensed facility or 
facilities is located. In the event that the revenues 
generated by the 2% do not meet the $10,000,000 
minimum specified in this subparagraph, the licensed 
gaming entity operating the licensed facility or facilities 
in the city shall remit the difference to the municipality. 

 (iv)  To a township of the first class hosting a 
licensed facility or facilities, other than a Category 3 
licensed facility, 2% of the gross terminal revenue or 
$10,000,000 annually, whichever is greater, of all 
licensed facilities located in the township subject, 
however, to the budgetary limitation in this 
subparagraph. The amount allocated to the designated 
municipalities shall not exceed 50% of their total budget 
for fiscal year 2003-2004, adjusted for inflation in 
subsequent years by an amount not to exceed an annual 
cost-of-living adjustment calculated by applying the 
percentage change in the Consumer Price Index for  
All Urban Consumers for the Pennsylvania, New Jersey, 
Delaware and Maryland area, for the most recent  
12-month period for which figures have been officially 
reported by the United States Department of Labor, 
Bureau of Labor Statistics, immediately prior to the date 
the adjustment is due to take effect. Any remaining 
money shall be distributed in accordance with paragraph 
(2) based upon the county where the licensed facility or 
facilities is located. In the event that the revenues 
generated by the 2% do not meet the $10,000,000 
minimum specified in this subparagraph, the licensed 
gaming entity operating the licensed facility or facilities 
in the township shall remit the difference to the 
municipality. 

 (v)  To a township of the second class hosting a 
licensed facility or facilities, other than a Category 3 
licensed facility, 2% of the gross terminal revenue or 
$10,000,000 annually, whichever is greater, of all 
licensed facilities located in the township subject, 
however, to the budgetary limitation in this 
subparagraph. The amount allocated to the designated 
municipalities shall not exceed 50% of their total budget 
for fiscal year 2003-2004, adjusted for inflation in 
subsequent years by an amount not to exceed an annual 
cost-of-living adjustment calculated by applying the 
percentage change in the Consumer Price Index for  
All Urban Consumers for the Pennsylvania, New Jersey, 
Delaware and Maryland area, for the most recent  
12-month period for which figures have been officially 
reported by the United States Department of Labor, 
Bureau of Labor Statistics, immediately prior to the date 
the adjustment is due to take effect. Any remaining 
money shall be distributed in accordance with  
paragraph (2) based upon the county where the licensed 
facility or facilities is located. In the event that the 
revenues generated by the 2% do not meet the 
$10,000,000 minimum specified in this subparagraph, the 
licensed gaming entity operating the licensed facility or 
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facilities in the township shall remit the difference to the 
municipality. 

 (vi)  To a borough hosting a licensed facility or 
facilities, other than a Category 3 licensed facility, 2% of 
the gross terminal revenue or $10,000,000 annually, 
whichever is greater, of all licensed facilities located in 
that borough subject, however, to the budgetary 
limitation in this subparagraph. The amount allocated to 
the designated municipalities shall not exceed 50% of 
their total budget for fiscal year 2003-2004, adjusted for 
inflation in subsequent years by an amount not to exceed 
an annual cost-of-living adjustment calculated by 
applying the percentage change in the Consumer Price 
Index for All Urban Consumers for the Pennsylvania, 
New Jersey, Delaware and Maryland area, for the most 
recent 12-month period for which figures have been 
officially reported by the United States Department of 
Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics, immediately prior to 
the date the adjustment is due to take effect. Any 
remaining money shall be distributed in accordance with 
paragraph (2) based upon the county where the licensed 
facility or facilities is located. In the event that the 
revenues generated by the 2% do not meet the 
$10,000,000 minimum specified in this subparagraph, the 
licensed gaming entity operating the licensed facility or 
facilities in the borough shall remit the difference to the 
municipality. 

 (vii)  To an incorporated town hosting a licensed 
facility or facilities, other than a Category 3 licensed 
facility, 2% of the gross terminal revenue or $10,000,000 
annually, whichever is greater, of all licensed facilities 
located in the town subject, however, to the budgetary 
limitation in this subparagraph. The amount allocated to 
the designated municipalities shall not exceed 50% of 
their total budget for fiscal year 2003-2004, adjusted for 
inflation in subsequent years by an amount not to exceed 
an annual cost-of-living adjustment calculated by 
applying the percentage change in the Consumer Price 
Index for All Urban Consumers for the Pennsylvania, 
New Jersey, Delaware and Maryland area, for the most 
recent 12-month period for which figures have been 
officially reported by the United States Department of 
Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics, immediately prior to 
the date the adjustment is due to take effect. Any 
remaining money shall be distributed in accordance with 
paragraph (2) based upon the county where the licensed 
facility or facilities is located. In the event that the 
revenues generated by the 2% do not meet the 
$10,000,000 minimum specified in this subparagraph, the 
licensed gaming entity operating the licensed facility or 
facilities in the town shall remit the difference to the 
municipality. 

 (viii)  To a municipality of any class hosting a 
Category 3 facility, 2% of the gross terminal revenue 
from the Category 3 licensed facility located in the 
municipality, subject, however, to the budgetary 
limitation in this subparagraph. The amount allocated to 
the designated municipalities shall not exceed 50% of 
their total budget for fiscal year 2003-2004, adjusted for 
inflation in subsequent years by an amount not to exceed 
an annual cost-of-living adjustment calculated by 
applying the percentage change in the Consumer Price 
Index for All Urban Consumers for the Pennsylvania, 
New Jersey, Delaware and Maryland area, for the most 
recent 12-month period for which figures have been 
officially reported by the United States Department of 
Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics, immediately prior  
to the date the adjustment is due to take effect.  

Any remaining money shall be distributed in accordance 
with paragraph (2) based upon the county where the 
licensed facility or facilities is located. 

 (ix)   Any municipality not specifically 
enumerated in subparagraphs (i) through (viii), 2% of the 
gross terminal revenue to the municipality hosting the 
licensed facility from each such licensed facility. 

 (x)  If the licensed facility is located in more than 
one municipality, the amount available shall be 
distributed on a pro rata basis determined by the 
percentage of acreage located in each municipality to the 
total acreage of all municipalities occupied by the 
licensed facility. 

 (xi)  If the licensed facility is located at a resort 
which is also an incorporated municipality, such 
municipality shall not be eligible to receive any 
distribution under this paragraph. The distribution it 
would have otherwise been entitled to under this 
paragraph shall instead be distributed in accordance with 
paragraph (2) based upon the county where the licensed 
facility is located. 

 (xii)  The distributions provided in this paragraph 
shall be based upon municipal classifications in effect on 
the effective date of this section. For the purposes of this 
paragraph, any reclassification of municipalities as a 
result of a Federal decennial census or of a State statute 
shall not apply to this paragraph. 

 (xiii)  If any provision of this paragraph is found 
to be unenforceable for any reason, the distribution 
provided for in such unenforceable provision shall be 
made to the municipality in which the licensed facility is 
located. 

 (xiv)  Nothing in this paragraph shall prevent any 
of the above municipalities from entering into 
intergovernmental cooperative agreements with other 
jurisdictions for sharing this money. 

 (xv)  Notwithstanding any other law, agreement 
or provision in this part to the contrary, all revenues 
provided, directed or earmarked under this section to or 
for the benefit of a city of the second class in which an 
intergovernmental cooperation authority has been 
established and is in existence pursuant to the act of 
February 12, 2004 (P.L.73, No.11), known as the 
Intergovernmental Cooperation Authority Act for  
Cities of the Second Class, shall be directed to and  
under the exclusive control of such intergovernmental 
cooperation authority to be used: 

 (A)  to reduce the debt of the  
second class city; 

 (B)  to increase the level of funding of 
the municipal pension funds of the second class 
city; or 

 (C)  for any other purposes as determined 
to be in the best interest of the second class city 
by such intergovernmental cooperation authority. 
Such revenues shall not be directed to or under 
the control of such city of the second class or any 
coordinator appointed pursuant to the act of  
July 10, 1987 (P.L.246, No.47), known as the 
Municipalities Financial Recovery Act, for such 
city of the second class. 

§ 1404.  Distributions from licensee’s revenue receipts. 
 For holders of Category 1 licenses, an amount not less than 
$5,000,000 over the initial five-year period following the initial 
issuance of a Category 1 slot machine license and an amount not less 
than $250,000 nor more than $1,000,000 per year for five years 
thereafter shall be deposited by each licensee into a segregated account 
and used for improvement and maintenance of the backside area and 
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related buildings and structures at the racetrack at which the licensee 
operates. The licensed racing entity designee and the designee of the 
recognized horsemen’s organization at each racetrack shall jointly 
consider the appropriate amount of the funds and how the money shall 
be spent at the racetrack. Disputes involving the amount and 
expenditure of funds under this section shall be resolved by the State 
Horse Racing Commission or the State Harness Racing Commission, 
whichever is appropriate, which shall oversee the use of these funds. 
Notwithstanding other provisions of this section, a licensed racing 
entity that has not previously conducted live racing and is constructing 
a new racetrack, backside area and related buildings and structures that 
can establish to the satisfaction of the board that the licensed racing 
entity has spent no less than $5,000,000 in the construction of the new 
racetrack’s backside area, related buildings and structures shall not be 
subject to the expenditures required by this section until the tenth year 
after the completion of such construction at the new racetrack.  
The board may extend the time frame for distributions under this 
section for a newly constructed racetrack for up to an additional  
two years if, upon inspection, either the State Horse Racing 
Commission or the State Harness Racing Commission, whichever is 
applicable, determines that the physical condition of the backside area 
and related buildings and structures of the racetrack is sufficient to 
protect the health and safety of backside employees. 
§ 1405.  Pennsylvania Race Horse Development Fund. 
 (a)  Fund established.–There is hereby established a Pennsylvania 
Race Horse Development Fund within the State Treasury. 
 (b)  Pennsylvania race horse improvement assessment.–Each 
active and operating licensed gaming entity shall pay a daily 
assessment to the Pennsylvania Race Horse Development Fund as 
determined by the department. Subject to the daily assessment cap 
established under subsection (c), the licensed gaming entity’s 
assessment shall be a percentage of each licensed gaming entity’s gross 
terminal revenue, equal to an amount calculated as “A” multiplied by 
“B”, with “A” being equal to each licensed gaming entity’s gross 
terminal revenue for that day divided by the total gross terminal 
revenue for that day from all licensed gaming entities, and “B” being 
equal to 18% of that day’s gross terminal revenue for all active and 
operating Category 1 licensees conducting live racing. 
 (c)  Daily assessment cap.–If the resulting daily assessment for a 
licensed gaming entity exceeds 12% of that licensed gaming entity’s 
gross terminal revenue for the day, the licensed gaming entity shall pay 
a daily assessment of 12% of its gross terminal revenue for that day. 
 (d)  Distributions.–In accordance with section 1406 (relating to 
distributions from Pennsylvania Race Horse Development Fund), the 
department shall make distributions from the Pennsylvania Race Horse 
Development Fund to each of the active and operating Category 1 
licensees conducting live racing. 
§ 1406.  Distributions from Pennsylvania Race Horse Development 

Fund. 
 (a)  Distributions.–Funds from the Pennsylvania Race Horse 
Development Fund shall be distributed to each active and operating 
Category 1 licensee conducting live racing in the following manner: 
 (1)  An amount equal to 18% of the daily gross terminal 

revenue of each Category 1 licensee shall be distributed to each 
active and operating Category 1 licensee conducting live racing 
unless the daily assessments are affected by the daily assessment 
cap provided for in section 1405(c) (relating to Pennsylvania 
Race Horse Development Fund). In cases in which the daily 
assessment cap affects daily assessments, the distribution to each 
active and operating Category 1 licensee conducting live racing 
for that day shall be a percentage of the total daily assessments 
paid into the Pennsylvania Race Horse Development Fund for 
that day equal to the gross terminal revenue of each active and 
operating Category 1 licensee conducting live racing for that day 
divided by the total gross terminal revenue of all active and 
operating Category 1 licensees conducting live racing for that 
day. The distributions to licensed racing entities from the  
 

Pennsylvania Race Horse Development Fund shall be allocated 
as follows: 

 (i)  Eighty percent to be deposited weekly into a 
separate, interest-bearing purse account to be established 
by and for the benefit of the horsemen. The earned 
interest on the account shall be credited to the purse 
account. Licensees shall combine these funds with 
revenues from existing purse agreements to fund purses 
for live races consistent with those agreements with the 
advice and consent of the horsemen. 

 (ii)  From licensees that operate at thoroughbred 
tracks, 16% to be deposited on a monthly basis into the 
Pennsylvania Breeding Fund as defined in section 223 of 
the Race Horse Industry Reform Act. From licensees that 
operate at standardbred tracks, 8% to be deposited on a 
monthly basis in the Pennsylvania Sire Stakes Fund as 
defined in section 224 of the Race Horse Industry 
Reform Act and 8% to be deposited on a monthly basis 
into a restricted account in the State Racing Fund to be 
known as the Pennsylvania Standardbred Breeders 
Development Fund. The State Harness Racing 
Commission shall, in consultation with the Secretary of 
Agriculture by rule or by regulation, adopt a 
standardbred breeders program that will include the 
administration of Pennsylvania Stallion Award, 
Pennsylvania Bred Award and a Pennsylvania Sired  
and Bred Award. 

 (iii)  Four percent to be used to fund health and 
pension benefits for the members of the horsemen’s 
organizations representing the owners and trainers at the 
racetrack at which the licensed racing entity operates for 
the benefit of the organization’s members, their families, 
employees and others in accordance with the rules and 
eligibility requirements of the organization, as approved 
by the State Horse Racing Commission or the State 
Harness Racing Commission. This amount shall be 
deposited within five business days of the end of each 
month into a separate account to be established by each 
respective horsemen’s organization at a banking 
institution of its choice. Of this amount, $250,000 shall 
be paid annually by the horsemen’s organization to the 
thoroughbred jockeys or standardbred drivers 
organization at the racetrack at which the licensed racing 
entity operates for health insurance, life insurance or 
other benefits to active and disabled thoroughbred 
jockeys or standardbred drivers in accordance with the 
rules and eligibility requirements of that organization. 

 (b)  Guidelines.–The board shall establish guidelines that ensure 
that funds allocated to the horsemen’s organization are used to finance 
the programs to benefit all horsemen of this Commonwealth and that 
administrative and overhead costs are reasonably related to such 
programs. 
 (c)  Eligible recipients.–Funds allocated to the horsemen’s 
organization under this part must be used to benefit all horsemen. 
Funds acquired from other sources shall be kept separate and apart 
from funds obtained under this part. 
 (d)  Reasonableness.–Funding for benevolent programs, 
including, but not limited to, pension, health and insurance plans, will 
be considered reasonable if such program funding on an annual basis is 
at least 85% of the total statutory allocation. 
 (e)  Filing of audit.–All horsemen’s organizations that receive 
funds under this section shall file annually with the appropriate 
commission and the board an audit prepared by a certified public 
accountant of all funds received. Such filings shall be open to public 
review. The horsemen’s organizations shall maintain adequate records 
concerning receipt and distribution of funds allocated to them. 
 (f)  Contracts.–All health and pension benefits contracts shall be 
reviewed and approved by the board. 
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(g)  Penalty.–Any violation of the provisions of this section may 
subject the horsemen’s organization to a fine not to exceed $10,000 per 
violation. 
§ 1407.  Pennsylvania Gaming Economic Development and Tourism 

Fund. 
 (a)  Fund established.–There is hereby established a Pennsylvania 
Gaming Economic Development and Tourism Fund within the  
State Treasury. 
 (b)  Fund administration and distribution.–The Pennsylvania 
Gaming Economic Development and Tourism Fund shall be 
administered by the Department of Community and Economic 
Development. All moneys in the Pennsylvania Gaming Economic 
Development and Tourism Fund shall be distributed pursuant to a 
subsequently enacted Economic Development Capital Budget that 
appropriates money from the fund pursuant to this section. The 
procedures for enactment, authorization and release of economic 
development and tourism funds authorized under this section for both 
capital projects and operational expenditures shall be the same as those 
provided for in sections 303(a), (b) and (c) and 318(a) of the act of 
February 9, 1999 (P.L.1, No.1), known as the Capital Facilities  
Debt Enabling Act, without reference to the nature or purpose of the 
project, and any other statutory provision, if any, necessary to 
effectuate the release of funds appropriated in such economic 
development capital budget. 
 (c)  Pennsylvania Gaming Economic Development and Tourism 
Fund Assessment.–Each licensed gaming entity shall pay a daily 
assessment of 5% of its gross terminal revenue to the Pennsylvania 
Gaming Economic Development and Tourism Fund. 
 (d)  Restrictions on projects for certain counties and cities.–For a 
ten-year period beginning with the first fiscal year during which 
deposits are made into this fund, no moneys from the Pennsylvania 
Gaming Economic Development and Tourism Fund shall be distributed 
for any project located in a city or county of the first or second class 
except as authorized by this subsection. Moneys not used for the 
authorized projects in cities and counties of the first and second classes 
may be used throughout this Commonwealth. Moneys from the fund 
for projects within cities and counties of the first and second classes 
may only be used for the following projects during this ten-year period: 
 (1)  for reimbursement to a city of the first class for debt 

service made by such city to the extent that such payments have 
been made for the expansion of the Pennsylvania Convention 
Center; 

 (2)  for distribution to the General Fund to the extent that 
the Commonwealth has made debt service payments for the 
expansion of the Pennsylvania Convention Center; 

 (3)  for reimbursement to a city of the first class for 
payments made by such city for the operation expenses of the 
Pennsylvania Convention Center during the prior calendar year; 

 (4)  for debt service and for development and economic 
development projects for an international airport located in a 
county of the second class; 

 (5)  for distribution to a community infrastructure 
development fund of a county of the second class to fund 
construction, development, improvement and maintenance of 
infrastructure projects; 

 (6)  for the retirement of the indebtedness of an urban 
redevelopment authority created pursuant to the act of May 24, 
1945 (P.L.991, No.385), known as the Urban Redevelopment 
Law, in a city of the second class which is financed in part with 
the utilization of funds transferred to the regional asset district 
pursuant to Article XXXI-B of the act of July 28, 1953 (P.L.723, 
No.230), known as the Second Class County Code; 

 (7)  for retirement of indebtedness and for financing of a 
hotel or convention center in a city of the second class 
established pursuant to the authority of the act of July 29, 1953 
(P.L.1034, No.270), known as the Public Auditorium Authorities 
Law; 

 

(8)  for retirement of indebtedness of a county of the 
second class development fund created pursuant to the authority 
of Article XXXI-B of the Second Class County Code and the 
Urban Redevelopment Law; 

 (9)  for retirement of indebtedness of a convention center 
in a city of the second class established pursuant to the authority 
of the Public Auditorium Authorities Law; 

 (10)  for payment of the operating deficit for the 
operation of a convention center in a city of the second class 
established pursuant to the Public Auditorium Authorities Law. 

§ 1408.  Transfers from State Gaming Fund. 
 (a)  Transfer for compulsive problem gambling treatment.–Each 
year, the sum of $1,500,000 or an amount equal to .001 multiplied by 
the total gross terminal revenue of all active and operating licensed 
gaming entities, whichever is greater, shall be transferred into the 
Compulsive Problem Gambling Treatment Fund established in  
section 1509 (relating to compulsive and problem gambling program). 
 (b)  Transfer for Volunteer Fire Company Grant Program.–
Annually, the sum of $25,000,000 shall be transferred from the State 
Gaming Fund to the Volunteer Fire Company Grant Program 
established under the act of July 31, 2003 (P.L.73, No.17), known as 
the Volunteer Fire Company and Volunteer Ambulance Service Grant 
Act. 
 (c)  Local law enforcement grants.–Annually, the sum of 
$5,000,000 shall be transferred to the board for the purpose of issuing 
grants to local law enforcement agencies to enforce and prevent the 
unlawful operation of slot machines in this Commonwealth. 
 (d)  Annual transfers.–Annually, the following sums shall be 
transferred from the State Gaming Fund as follows: 
 (1)  To each county, 80¢ per acre for each acre of land in 

the county for which a payment is made under the act of May 17, 
1929 (P.L.1798, No.591), referred to as the Forest Reserves 
Municipal Financial Relief Law, or under 34 Pa.C.S. § 708 
(relating to payments in lieu of taxes). 

 (2)  To each school district, 80¢ per acre for each acre of 
land in the school district for which a payment is made under  
the Forest Reserves Municipal Financial Relief Law or under  
34 Pa.C.S. § 708. 

 (3)  To each township, 80¢ per acre for each acre of land 
in the township for which a payment is made under the Forest 
Reserves Municipal Financial Relief Law or under 34 Pa.C.S.  
§ 708. 

 (e)  Transfer to Property Tax Relief Fund.–Monthly, the State 
Treasurer shall transfer the remaining balance in the State Gaming 
Fund which is not allocated in subsections (a), (b), (c) and (d) to the 
Property Tax Relief Fund established in section 1409 (relating to 
Property Tax Relief Fund). 
§ 1409.  Property Tax Relief Fund. 
 (a)  Establishment.–There is hereby established in the State 
Treasury a special fund to be known as the Property Tax Relief Fund, 
which shall receive money from the State Gaming Fund and any other 
money from any source designated for deposit in the Property Tax 
Relief Fund. 
 (b)  Use of money.–Money in the Property Tax Relief Fund shall 
be used for local property and wage tax relief as specified by law and is 
hereby appropriated. 

CHAPTER 15 
ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT 

§ 1501.  Responsibility and authority of department. 
 (a)  General rule.–The department is authorized to administer and 
collect taxes imposed under this part and interest imposed under 
section 806 of the act of April 9, 1929 (P.L.343, No.176), known as 
The Fiscal Code, and promulgate and enforce rules and regulations to 
carry out its prescribed duties in accordance with this part, including 
the collection of taxes, penalties and interest imposed by this part. 
 (b)  Application of rules and regulations.–The department may 
prescribe the extent, if any, to which any rules and regulations shall be 
applied without retroactive effect. The department shall have authority 
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to prescribe the forms and the system of accounting and recordkeeping 
to be employed and through its representative shall at all times have 
power of access to and examination and audit of any equipment and 
records relating to all aspects of the operation of slot machines under 
this part. 
 (c)  Procedure.–For purposes of implementing this part, the 
department may promulgate regulations in the same manner in which 
the board is authorized as provided in section 1203 (relating to 
temporary regulations). 
 (d)  Additional penalty.–Any person who fails to timely remit to 
the department or the State Treasurer amounts required under this part 
shall be liable, in addition to any liability imposed elsewhere in this 
part, to a penalty of 5% per month up to a maximum of 25% of the 
amounts ultimately found to be due, to be recovered by the department. 
§ 1502.  Liens and suits for taxes. 
 The provisions of this part shall be subject to the provisions of 
sections 242 and 243 of the act of March 4, 1971 (P.L.6, No.2), known 
as the Tax Reform Code of 1971. 
§ 1503.  Applicants to provide tax information. 
 The provisions of section 477 of the act of April 12, 1951 
(P.L.90, No.21), known as the Liquor Code, shall apply to all 
applicants for the grant, renewal or transfer of any license or permit 
issued by the Pennsylvania Liquor Control Board under the  
Liquor Code consistent with this part. 
§ 1504.  Wagering on credit. 
 Slot machine licensees may not extend credit. Slot machine 
licensees may not accept credit cards, charge cards or debit cards from 
a player for the exchange or purchase of slot machine credits or for an 
advance of coins or currency to be utilized by a player to play  
slot machine games or extend credit in any manner to a player so as to 
enable the player to play slot machines. 
§ 1505.  No eminent domain authority. 
 Neither the Commonwealth nor any political subdivision thereof 
shall have the right to acquire, with or without compensation, through 
the power of eminent domain any property, easement or land use right 
for the siting or construction of a facility for the operation of  
slot machines by a slot machine licensee. 
§ 1506.  Local land use preemption. 
 The conduct of gaming as permitted under this part, including the 
physical location of any licensed facility, shall not be prohibited or 
otherwise regulated by any ordinance, home rule charter provision, 
resolution, rule or regulation of any political subdivision or any local or 
State instrumentality or authority that relates to zoning or land use to 
the extent that the licensed facility has been approved by the board. 
The board may in its discretion consider such local zoning ordinances 
when considering an application for a slot machine license. The board 
shall provide the political subdivision, within which an applicant for a 
slot machine license has proposed to locate a licensed gaming facility, 
a 60-day comment period prior to the board’s final approval, condition 
or denial of approval of its application for a slot machine license. The 
political subdivision may make recommendations to the board for 
improvements to the applicant’s proposed site plans that take into 
account the impact on the local community, including, but not limited 
to, land use and transportation impact. This section shall also apply to 
any proposed racetrack or licensed racetrack. 
§ 1507.  Inapplicability of Keystone Opportunity Zone, Keystone 

Opportunity Expansion Zone and Keystone 
Opportunity Improvement Zone Act. 

 The act of October 6, 1998 (P.L.705, No.92), known as the 
Keystone Opportunity Zone, Keystone Opportunity Expansion Zone 
and Keystone Opportunity Improvement Zone Act, shall not apply to 
taxes or fees payable under this part. 
§ 1508.  Athletic event gaming. 
 Nothing in this part shall be construed to permit the receiving, 
recording or the registering of bets or wagers or selling pools which 
may involve any professional or amateur athletic event. Nothing in this 
part shall be construed to prohibit staging or conducting athletic events 
at licensed facilities. 

§ 1509.  Compulsive and problem gambling program. 
 (a)  Establishment of program.–The Department of Health, in 
consultation with organizations similar to the Mid-Atlantic Addiction 
Training Institute, shall develop program guidelines for public 
education, awareness and training regarding compulsive and problem 
gambling and the treatment and prevention of compulsive and problem 
gambling. The program shall include: 
 (1)  Maintenance of a compulsive gamblers assistance 

organization’s toll-free problem gambling telephone number to 
provide crisis counseling and referral services to families 
experiencing difficulty as a result of problem or compulsive 
gambling. 

 (2)  The promotion of public awareness regarding the 
recognition and prevention of problem or compulsive gambling. 

 (3)  Facilitation, through in-service training and other 
means, of the availability of effective assistance programs for 
problem and compulsive gamblers and family members affected 
by problem and compulsive gambling. 

 (4)  Conducting studies to identify adults and juveniles in 
this Commonwealth who are or are at risk of becoming problem 
or compulsive gamblers. 

 (5)  Providing grants to and contracting with 
organizations which provide services as set forth in this section. 

 (6)  Providing reimbursement for organizations for 
reasonable expenses in assisting the Department of Health in 
carrying out the purposes of this section. 

 (b)  Compulsive and Problem Gambling Treatment Fund.–There 
is hereby established in the State Treasury a special fund to be known 
as the Compulsive and Problem Gambling Treatment Fund. All 
moneys in the fund shall be expended for programs for the prevention 
and treatment of gambling addiction and other emotional and 
behavioral problems associated with or related to gambling and for the 
administration of the compulsive and problem gambling program. The 
fund shall consist of money annually allocated to it from the annual 
payment established under section 1408 (relating to transfers from 
State Gaming Fund), money which may be allocated by the board, 
interest earnings on moneys in the fund and any other contributions, 
payments or deposits which may be made to the fund. 
 (c)  Notice of availability of assistance.– 
 (1)  Each slot machine licensee shall obtain a toll-free 

telephone number to be used to provide persons with information 
on assistance for compulsive or problem gambling. Each licensee 
shall conspicuously post signs similar to the following statement: 

 If you or someone you know has a gambling 
problem, help is available. Call (Toll-free 
telephone number). 

 The signs must be posted within 50 feet of each entrance and exit 
and within 50 feet of each automated teller machine location 
within the licensed facility. 

 (2)  Each racetrack where slot machines are operated 
shall print a statement on daily racing programs provided to the 
general public that is similar to the following: 

 If you or someone you know has a gambling 
problem, help is available. Call (Toll-free 
telephone number). 

 (3)  A licensed facility which fails to post or print the 
warning sign in accordance with paragraph (1) or (2) shall be 
assessed a fine of $1,000 a day for each day the sign is not posted 
or printed as provided in this subsection. 

 (d)  Single county authorities.–The Department of Health may 
make grants from the fund established under subsection (b) to a single 
county authority created pursuant to the act of April 14, 1972 (P.L.221, 
No.63), known as the Pennsylvania Drug and Alcohol Abuse Control 
Act, for the purpose of providing compulsive gambling and gambling 
addition prevention, treatment and education programs. It is the 
intention of the General Assembly that any grants that the  
Department of Health may make to any single county authority in 
accordance with the provisions of this subsection be used exclusively 
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for the development and implementation of compulsive and problem 
gambling programs authorized under subsection (a). 
 (e)  Definition.–As used in subsection (d), the term “single 
county authority” means the agency designated by the Department of 
Health pursuant to the act of April 14, 1972 (P.L.221, No.63), known 
as the Pennsylvania Drug and Alcohol Abuse Control Act, to plan and 
coordinate drug and alcohol prevention, intervention and treatment 
services for a geographic area, which may consist of one or more 
counties. 
§ 1510.  Labor hiring preferences. 
 (a)  Category 1, 2, and 3 licensed facilities, generally.–Each 
licensed gaming entity shall prepare a hiring plan for employees of its 
respective licensed facility which promotes a diverse work force, 
minority participation and personnel from within the surrounding 
geographical area. 
 (b)  Category 1 licensed facilities.–All current employees of a 
racetrack who meet the employment qualifications, if applicable, 
within this part and all those covered by a collective bargaining 
agreement as defined in the National Labor Relations Act (49 Stat. 449, 
29 U.S.C. § 151 et seq.) where the licensed racing entity conducts 
racing shall be given a one-time preference of an offer of employment 
for a similar position at the licensed facility in a manner consistent with 
Federal law. If a similar position does not exist at the licensed facility, 
the employee or person covered by a collective bargaining agreement 
shall have a one-time preference of an offer of a position at comparable 
level at the licensed facility. All current employees and all those 
covered by a collective bargaining agreement shall have a period of  
30 days from the issuance of a slot machine license to request 
employment at the licensed facility under this section. No current 
employee covered by this section shall suffer a reduction of salary, 
benefits or status as a result of an acceptance of new employment in the 
new facility. 
§ 1511.  Declaration of exemption from Federal laws prohibiting  

slot machines. 
 (a)  Declaration.–Pursuant to the Gambling Devices 
Transportation Act (64 Stat. 1134, 15 U.S.C. § 1171 et seq.), the 
Commonwealth declares that it is exempt from section 2 of that act. 
 (b)  Legal shipments.–All shipments of slot machines into this 
Commonwealth, the registering, recording and labeling of which has 
been effected by the manufacturer and supplier of those devices, in 
accordance with sections 5 and 7 of the Gambling Devices 
Transportation Act (64 Stat. 1134, 15 U.S.C. §§ 1175 and 1177), shall 
be deemed legal shipments of slot machines into this Commonwealth. 
§ 1512.  Public official financial interest. 
 (a)  General rule.–Except as may be provided by rule or order of 
the Pennsylvania Supreme Court, no executive-level State employee, 
public official, party officer or immediate family member thereof shall 
have, at or following the effective date of this part, a financial interest 
in or be employed, directly or indirectly, by any licensed racing entity 
or licensed gaming entity, or any holding, affiliate, intermediary or 
subsidiary company, thereof, or any such applicant, nor solicit or 
accept, directly or indirectly, any complimentary service or discount 
from any licensed racing entity or licensed gaming entity which he or 
she knows or has reason to know is other than a service or discount that 
is offered to members of the general public in like circumstances 
during his or her status as an executive-level State employee, public 
official or party officer and for one year following termination of the 
person’s status as an executive-level State employee, public official or 
party officer. 
 (b)  Definitions.–As used in this section, the following words and 
phrases shall have the meanings given to them in this subsection: 
 “Executive-level State employee.”  The Governor,  
Lieutenant Governor, cabinet members, deputy secretaries, the 
Governor’s office executive staff, any State employee with 
discretionary powers which may affect the outcome of a State agency’s 
decision in relation to a private corporation or business, with respect to 
any matter covered by this part or any executive employee who by  
 

virtue of his job function could influence the outcome of such a 
decision. 
 “Financial interest.”  Owning or holding securities exceeding  
1% of the equity or fair market value of the licensed racing entity or 
licensed gaming entity, its holding company, affiliate, intermediary or 
subsidiary business. A financial interest shall not include any such 
stock that is held in a blind trust over which the executive-level State 
employee, public official, party officer or immediate family member 
thereof may not exercise any managerial control or receive income 
during the tenure of office and the period under subsection (a). 
 “Immediate family.”  A parent, spouse, minor or unemancipated 
child, brother or sister. 
 “Party officer.”  A member of a national committee; a chairman, 
vice chairman, secretary, treasurer or counsel of a State committee or 
member of the executive committee of a State committee; a county 
chairman, vice chairman, counsel, secretary or treasurer of a county 
committee; or a city chairman, vice chairman, counsel, secretary or 
treasurer of a city committee. 
 “Public official.”  Any person elected by the public or elected or 
appointed by a governmental body or an appointed official in the 
executive, legislative or judicial branch of this Commonwealth or any 
political subdivision thereof, provided that it shall not include members 
of advisory boards that have no authority to expend public funds other 
than reimbursement for personal expense or to otherwise exercise the 
power of the Commonwealth or any political subdivision or 
commissioner of any authority or joint-state commission. 
§ 1513.  Political influence. 
 (a)  Contribution restriction.–An applicant for a slot machine 
license, manufacturer license or supplier license, licensed racing entity, 
licensed manufacturer, licensed supplier or licensed gaming entity, or a 
person that holds a similar gaming license or permit or a controlling 
interest in a gaming license or permit in another jurisdiction, or any 
holding, affiliate, intermediary or subsidiary company thereof, or any 
officer, director or key employee of such applicant, licensed 
manufacturer or licensed supplier, licensed racing entity or licensed 
gaming entity or any holding, affiliate, intermediary or subsidiary 
company thereof, shall be prohibited from contributing any money or 
in-kind contribution to a candidate for nomination or election to any 
public office in this Commonwealth, or to any political committee or 
State party in this Commonwealth or to any group, committee or 
association organized in support of any such candidate, political 
committee or State party. 
 (b)  Annual certification.–The chief executive officer, or other 
appropriate individual, of each applicant for a slot machine license, 
manufacturer license or supplier license, licensed racing entity, 
licensed supplier, licensed manufacturer or licensed gaming entity shall 
annually certify under oath to the board and the Department of State 
that such applicant or licensed racing entity, licensed supplier, licensed 
manufacturer or licensed gaming entity has developed and 
implemented internal safeguards and policies intended to prevent a 
violation of this provision and that such applicant or licensed racing 
entity or licensed gaming entity has conducted a good faith 
investigation that has not revealed any violation of this provision 
during the past year. 
 (c)  Penalties.–The first violation of this section by a licensed 
gaming entity or any person that holds a controlling interest in such 
gaming entity, or a subsidiary company thereof, and any officer, 
director or management-level employee of such licensee shall be 
punishable by a fine of not less than an average single day’s gross 
terminal revenue of the licensed gaming entity derived from the 
operation of slot machines in this Commonwealth; a second violation 
of this section, within five years of the first violation, shall be 
punishable by at least a one-day suspension of the license held by the 
licensed gaming entity and a fine not less than an average two days’ 
gross revenue of the licensed gaming entity; a third violation of this 
section within five years of the second violation shall be punishable by 
the immediate revocation of the license held by the licensed gaming 
entity. The first violation of this section by a manufacturer or supplier 
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licensed pursuant to this part or by any person that holds a controlling 
interest in such manufacturer or supplier, or a subsidiary company 
thereof, and any officer, director or management-level employee of 
such a licensee shall be punishable by a fine of not less than one day’s 
average of the gross profit from sales made by the manufacturer or 
supplier in Pennsylvania during the preceding 12-month period or 
portion thereof in the event the manufacturer or supplier has not 
operated in Pennsylvania for 12 months; a second violation of this 
section within five years of the first violation shall be punishable by a 
one-month suspension of the license held by the manufacturer or 
supplier and a fine of not less than two times one day’s average of the 
gross profit from sales made by the manufacturer or supplier in 
Pennsylvania during the preceding 12-month period or portion thereof 
in the event the manufacturer or supplier has not operated in 
Pennsylvania for 12 months. In no event shall the fine imposed under 
this section be in an amount less than $50,000 for each violation.  
In addition to any fine or sanction that may be imposed by the board, 
any person who makes a contribution in violation of this section 
commits a misdemeanor of the third degree. 
§ 1514.  Regulation requiring exclusion of certain persons. 
 (a)  General rule.–The board shall by regulation provide for the 
establishment of a list of persons who are to be excluded or ejected 
from any licensed facility. The provisions shall define the standards for 
exclusion and shall include standards relating to persons who are career 
or professional offenders as defined by regulations of the board or 
whose presence in a licensed facility would, in the opinion of the 
board, be inimical to the interest of the Commonwealth or of licensed 
gaming therein, or both. 
 (b)  Categories to be defined.–The board shall promulgate 
definitions establishing those categories of persons who shall be 
excluded pursuant to this section, including cheats and persons whose 
privileges for licensure or registration have been revoked. 
 (c)  Discrimination prohibited.–Race, color, creed, national origin 
or ancestry or sex shall not be a reason for placing the name of any 
person upon a list under this section. 
 (d)  Sanctions.–The board may impose sanctions upon a licensed 
gaming entity in accordance with this part if the licensed gaming entity 
knowingly fails to exclude or eject from the premises of any licensed 
facility any person placed by the board on the list of persons to be 
excluded or ejected. 
 (e)  List not all-inclusive.–Any list compiled by the board of 
persons to be excluded or ejected shall not be deemed an all-inclusive 
list, and a licensed gaming entity shall have a duty to keep from the 
licensed facility persons known to it to be within the classifications 
declared in this section and the regulations promulgated under this 
section whose presence in a licensed facility would be inimical to the 
interest of the Commonwealth or of licensed gaming therein, or both, 
as defined in standards established by the board. 
 (f)  Notice.–Whenever the board places the name of any person 
on a list pursuant to this section, the board shall serve notice of this fact 
to such person by personal service or certified mail at the last known 
address of the person. 
 (g)  Hearing.–Within 30 days after notice in accordance with 
subsection (f), the person named for exclusion or ejection may demand 
a hearing before the board, at which hearing the board shall have the 
affirmative obligation to demonstrate that the person named for 
exclusion or ejection satisfies the criteria for exclusion established by 
this section and the board’s regulations. Failure to demand a hearing 
within 30 days after service shall be deemed an admission of all 
matters and facts alleged in the board’s notice and shall preclude a 
person from having an administrative hearing, but shall in no way 
affect the right to judicial review as provided in this section. 
 (h)  Review.–If, upon completion of a hearing on the notice of 
exclusion or ejection, the board determines that placement of the name 
of the person on the exclusion list is appropriate, the board shall make 
and enter an order to that effect, which order shall be served on all  
slot machine licensees. The order shall be subject to review by the 
Commonwealth Court in accordance with the rules of court. 

§ 1515.  Repeat offenders excludable from licensed gaming facility. 
 A licensed gaming entity may exclude or eject from its licensed 
facility any person who is known to it to have been convicted of a 
misdemeanor or felony committed in or on the premises of any 
licensed facility. Nothing in this section or in any other law of this 
Commonwealth shall limit the right of a licensed gaming entity to 
exercise its common law right to exclude or eject permanently from its 
licensed facility any person who disrupts the operations of its premises, 
threatens the security of its premises or its occupants or is disorderly or 
intoxicated. 
§ 1516.  List of persons self excluded from gaming activities. 
 (a)  General rule.–The board shall provide by regulation for the 
establishment of a list of persons self excluded from gaming activities 
at all licensed facilities. Any person may request placement on the list 
of self-excluded persons by acknowledging in a manner to be 
established by the board that the person is a problem gambler and by 
agreeing that, during any period of voluntary exclusion, the person may 
not collect any winnings or recover any losses resulting from any 
gaming activity at licensed facilities. 
 (b)  Regulations.–The regulations of the board shall establish 
procedures for placements on and removals from the list of  
self-excluded persons. The regulations shall establish procedures for 
the transmittal to licensed gaming entities of identifying information 
concerning self-excluded persons and shall require licensed gaming 
entities to establish procedures designed at a minimum to remove  
self-excluded persons from targeted mailings or other forms of 
advertising or promotions and deny self-excluded persons access to 
complimentaries, check cashing privileges, club programs and other 
similar benefits. 
 (c)  Liability.–A licensed gaming entity or employee thereof shall 
not be liable to any self-excluded person or to any other party in any 
judicial proceeding for any harm, monetary or otherwise, which may 
arise as a result of: 
 (1)  the failure of a licensed gaming entity to withhold 

gaming privileges from or restore gaming privileges to a  
self-excluded person; or 

 (2)  otherwise permitting or not permitting a  
self-excluded person to engage in gaming activity in the facility 
while on the list of self-excluded persons. 

 (d)  Disclosure.–Notwithstanding any other law to the contrary, 
the board’s list of self-excluded persons shall not be open to public 
inspection. Nothing in this section, however, shall be construed to 
prohibit a licensed gaming entity from disclosing the identity of 
persons self excluded pursuant to this section to affiliated gaming 
entities in this Commonwealth or other jurisdictions for the limited 
purpose of assisting in the proper administration of responsible gaming 
programs operated by affiliated licensed gaming entities. 
§ 1517.  Enforcement. 
 (a)  Powers and duties.–The Bureau of Investigations and 
Enforcement shall have the following powers and duties: 
 (1)  Promptly investigate all licensees, permittees and 

applicants as directed by the board in accordance with the 
provisions of section 1202 (relating to general and specific 
powers). 

 (2)  Enforce the rules and regulations promulgated under 
this part. 

 (3)  Initiate proceedings for administrative violations of 
this part or regulations promulgated under this part. 

 (4)  Provide the board with all information necessary for 
all action under this part and for all proceedings involving 
enforcement of this part or regulations promulgated under this 
part. 

 (5)  Investigate the circumstances surrounding any act or 
transaction for which board approval is required. 

 (6)  Conduct administrative inspections on the premises 
of a licensed racetrack or nonprimary location or licensed facility 
to ensure compliance with this part and the regulations of the 
board and, in the course of inspections, review and make copies 
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of all documents and records that may be required through onsite 
observation and other reasonable means to assure compliance 
with this part and regulations promulgated under this part. 

 (7)  Receive and take appropriate action on any referral 
from the board relating to any evidence of a violation. 

 (8)  Conduct audits of slot machine operations at such 
times, under such circumstances and to such extent as the bureau 
determines. This paragraph includes reviews of accounting, 
administrative and financial records and management control 
systems, procedures and records utilized by a slot machine 
licensee. 

 (9)  Request and receive information, materials and other 
data from any licensee, permittee or applicant. 

 (10)  Refer for investigation all possible criminal 
violations to the Pennsylvania State Police and cooperate fully in 
the investigation and prosecution of a criminal violation arising 
under this part. 

 (b)  Powers and duties of department.–
(1)  The department shall at all times have the power of 

access to examination and audit of any equipment and records 
relating to all aspects of the operation of slot machines under this 
part. 

 (2)  Notwithstanding the provisions of section 353(f) of 
the act of March 4, 1971 (P.L.6, No.2), known as the Tax Reform 
Code of 1971, the department shall supply the board, the bureau, 
the Pennsylvania State Police and the Office of Attorney General 
with information concerning the status of delinquent taxes owned 
by the applicant, licensee or permittee. 

 (c)  Powers and duties of the Pennsylvania State Police.–The 
Pennsylvania State Police shall have the following powers and duties: 
 (1)  Promptly investigate all licensees, permittees and 

applicants as directed by the board in accordance with the 
provisions of section 1202. 

 (2)  Enforce the rules and regulations promulgated under 
this part. 

 (3)  Initiate proceedings for any violations of this part or 
regulations promulgated under this part. 

 (4)  Provide the board with all information necessary for 
all actions under this part for all proceedings involving 
enforcement of this part or regulations promulgated under this 
part. 

 (5)  Inspect a licensee’s or permittee’s person and 
personal effects present in a licensed facility under this part while 
that licensee or permittee is present at a licensed facility. 

 (6)  Enforce the criminal provisions of this part and all 
other criminal laws of the Commonwealth. 

 (7)  Fingerprint applicants for licenses and permits. 
 (8)  Exchange fingerprint data with and receive national 

criminal history record information from the FBI for use in 
investigating applications for any license or permit under this 
part. 

 (9)  Receive and take appropriate action on any referral 
from the board relating to criminal conduct. 

 (10)  Require the production of any information, material 
and other data from any licensee, permittee or applicant. 

 (11)  Conduct administrative inspections on the premises 
of licensed racetrack or nonprimary location or licensed facility 
to ensure compliance with this part and the regulations of the 
board and, in the course of inspections, review and make copies 
of all documents and records required by the inspection through 
onsite observation and other reasonable means to assure 
compliance with this part and regulations promulgated under this 
part. 

 (12)  Conduct audits or verification of information of  
slot machine operations at such times, under such circumstances 
and to such extent as the bureau determines. This paragraph 
includes reviews of accounting, administrative and financial  
 

records and management control systems, procedures and records 
utilized by a slot machine licensee. 

 (13)  A member of the Pennsylvania State Police 
assigned to duties of enforcement under this part shall not be 
counted toward the complement as defined in the act of 
December 13, 2001 (P.L.903, No.100), entitled “An act repealing 
in part a limitation on the complement of the Pennsylvania  
State Police.” 

 (d)  Criminal action.– 
 (1)  The district attorneys of the several counties shall 

have authority to investigate and to institute criminal proceedings 
for any violation of this part. 

 (2)  In addition to the authority conferred upon the 
Attorney General by the act of October 15, 1980 (P.L.950, 
No.164), known as the Commonwealth Attorneys Act, the 
Attorney General shall have the authority to investigate and to 
institute criminal proceedings for any violation of this part or any 
series of such violations involving any county of this 
Commonwealth and another state. No person charged with a 
violation of this part by the Attorney General shall have standing 
to challenge the authority of the Attorney General to investigate 
or prosecute the case, and, if any such challenge is made, the 
challenge shall be dismissed and no relief shall be available in 
the courts of this Commonwealth to the person making the 
challenge. 

 (e)  Inspection, seizure and warrants.– 
 (1)  The bureau, the department and the Pennsylvania 

State Police shall have the authority without notice and without 
warrant to do all of the following in the performance of their 
duties: 

 (i)  Inspect and examine all premises where  
slot machine operations are conducted, gaming devices 
or equipment are manufactured, sold, distributed or 
serviced or where records of these activities are prepared 
or maintained. 

 (ii)  Inspect all equipment and supplies in, about, 
upon or around premises referred to in subparagraph (i). 

 (iii)  Seize, summarily remove and impound 
equipment and supplies from premises referred to in 
subparagraph (i) for the purposes of examination and 
inspection. 

 (iv)  Inspect, examine and audit all books, 
records and documents pertaining to a slot machine 
licensee’s operation. 

 (v)  Seize, impound or assume physical control of 
any book, record, ledger, game, device, cash box and its 
contents, counting room or its equipment or slot machine 
operations. 

 (2)  The provisions of paragraph (1) shall not be deemed 
to limit warrantless inspections except in accordance with 
constitutional requirements. 

 (3)  To further effectuate the purposes of this part, the 
bureau and the Pennsylvania State Police may obtain 
administrative warrants for the inspection and seizure of property 
possessed, controlled, bailed or otherwise held by an applicant, 
licensee, permittee, intermediary, subsidiary, affiliate or holding 
company. 

 (f)  Information sharing and enforcement referral.–With respect 
to the administration, supervision and enforcement of this part, the 
bureau, the department, the Pennsylvania State Police or the Office of 
Attorney General may obtain or provide pertinent information 
regarding applicants, licensees or permittees from or to law 
enforcement entities or gaming authorities of the Commonwealth and 
other domestic, foreign or federally approved jurisdictions, including 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation, and may transmit such information 
to each other electronically. 
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§ 1518.  Prohibited acts; penalties. 
 (a)  Criminal offenses.– 
 (1)  The provisions of 18 Pa.C.S. § 4902 (relating to 

perjury), 4903 (relating to false swearing) or 4904 (relating to 
unsworn falsification to authorities) shall apply to any person 
providing information or making any statement, whether written 
or oral, to the board, the bureau, the department, the 
Pennsylvania State Police or the Office of Attorney General,  
as required by this part. 

 (2)  It is unlawful for a person to willfully: 
 (i)  fail to report, pay or truthfully account for 

and pay over any license fee, tax or assessment imposed 
under this part; or 

 (ii)  attempt in any manner to evade or defeat any 
license fee, tax or assessment imposed under this party. 

 (3)  It is unlawful for any licensed entity, gaming 
employee, key employee or any other person to permit a  
slot machine to be operated, transported, repaired or opened on 
the premises of a licensed facility by a person other than a person 
licensed or permitted by the board pursuant to this part. 

 (4)  It is unlawful for any licensed entity or other person 
to manufacture, supply or place slot machines into play or 
display slot machines on the premise of a licensed facility 
without the authority of the board. 

 (5)  Except as provided for in section 1326 (relating to 
license renewals), it is unlawful for a licensed entity or other 
person to manufacture, supply, operate, carry on or expose for 
play any slot machine after the person’s license has expired and 
prior to the actual renewal of the license. 

 (6) (i)  Except as set forth in subparagraph (ii), it is 
unlawful for an individual on the premises of a licensed 
facility to knowingly use currency other than lawful coin 
or legal tender of the United States or a coin not of the 
same denomination as the coin intended to be used in the 
slot machine. 

 (ii)  In the playing of a slot machine, it is lawful 
for an individual to use gaming billets, tokens or similar 
objects issued by the licensed gaming entity which are 
approved by the board. 

 (7) (i)  Except as set forth in subparagraph (ii), it is 
unlawful for an individual on the premises of a licensed 
facility to use or possess a cheating or thieving device, 
counterfeit or altered billet, ticket, token or similar 
objects accepted by a slot machine or counterfeit or 
altered slot machine-issued tickets or vouchers. 

 (ii)  An authorized employee of a licensee or an 
employee of the board may possess and use a cheating or 
thieving device, counterfeit or altered billet, ticket, token 
or similar objects accepted by a slot machine or 
counterfeit or altered slot machine-issued tickets or 
vouchers only in performance of the duties of 
employment. 

 (iii)  As used in this paragraph, the term 
“cheating or thieving device” includes, but is not limited 
to, a device to facilitate the alignment of any winning 
combination or to remove from any slot machine money 
or other contents. The term includes, but is not limited to, 
a tool, drill, wire, coin or token attached to a string or 
wire and any electronic or magnetic device. 

 (8) (i)  Except as set forth in subparagraph (ii), it is 
unlawful for an individual to knowingly possess or use 
while on the premises of a licensed facility a key or 
device designed for the purpose of and suitable for 
opening or entering any slot machine or coin box. 

 (ii)  An authorized employee of licensee or a 
member of the board may possess and use a device 
referred to in subparagraph (i) only in the performance of 
the duties of employment. 

 (9)  It is unlawful for a person or licensed entity to 
possess any device, equipment or material which the person or 
licensed entity knows has been manufactured, distributed, sold, 
tampered with or serviced in violation of this part. 

 (10)  It is unlawful for an individual to work or be 
employed in a position the duties of which would require 
licensing or permitting under the provisions of this part without 
first obtaining the requisite license or permit as provided for in 
this part. 

 (11)  It is unlawful for a licensed gaming entity that is a 
licensed racing entity and that has lost the license issued to it by 
either the State Horse Racing Commission or the State Harness 
Racing Commission under the Race Horse Industry Reform Act 
or that has had that license suspended to operate slot machines at 
the racetrack for which its license was issued unless the license 
will be subsequently reissued or reinstated within 30 days after 
the loss or suspension. 

 (12)  It is unlawful for a licensed entity to employ or 
continue to employ in a position the duties of which require a 
license or permit under the provisions of this part: 

 (i)  An individual not licensed or permitted under 
the provisions of this part. 

 (ii)  An individual who is prohibited from 
accepting employment from a licensee. 

 (13)  It is unlawful for any person under 18 years of age 
to be permitted in the area where slot machines are operated. 

 (b)  Criminal penalties and fines.– 
 (1) (i)  A person that violates subsection (a)(1) 

commits an offense to be graded in accordance with  
18 Pa.C.S. § 4902, 4903 or 4904, as applicable, for a first 
conviction. A person that is convicted of a second or 
subsequent violation of subsection (a)(1) commits a 
felony of the second degree. 

 (ii)  A person that violates subsection (a)(2) 
through (12) commits a misdemeanor of the first degree. 
A person that is convicted of a second or subsequent 
violation of subsection (a)(2) through (12) commits a 
felony of the second degree. 

 (2) (i)  For a first violation of subsection (a)(1) 
through (12), a person shall be sentenced to pay a fine of: 

 (A)  not less than $75,000 nor more than 
$150,000 if the person is an individual; 

 (B)  not less than $300,000 nor more than 
$600,000 if the person is a licensed gaming 
entity; or 

 (C)  not less than $150,000 nor more than 
$300,000 if the person is a licensed manufacturer 
or supplier. 

 (ii)  For a second or subsequent violation of 
subsection (a)(1) through (12), a person shall be 
sentenced to pay a fine of: 

 (A)  not less than $150,000 nor more 
than $300,000 if the person is an individual; 

 (B)  not less than $600,000 nor more than 
$1,200,000 if the person is a licensed gaming 
entity; or 

 (C)  not less than $300,000 nor more than 
$600,000 if the person is a licensed manufacturer 
or supplier. 

 (c)  Board-imposed administrative sanctions.– 
 (1)  In addition to any other penalty authorized by law, 

the board may impose without limitation the following sanctions 
upon any licensee or permittee: 

 (i)  Revoke the license or permit of any person 
convicted of a criminal offense under this part or 
regulations promulgated under this part or committing 
any other offense or violation of this part or applicable  
 



464 LEGISLATIVE JOURNAL—HOUSE MARCH 14 

law which would otherwise disqualify such person from 
holding the license or permit. 

 (ii)  Revoke the license or permit of any person 
determined to have violated a provision of this part or 
regulations promulgated under this part which would 
otherwise disqualify such person from holding the 
license or permit. 

 (iii)  Revoke the license or permit of any person 
for willfully and knowingly violating or attempting to 
violate an order of the board directed to such person. 

 (iv)  Suspend the license or permit of any person 
pending the outcome of a hearing in any case in which 
license or permit revocation could result. 

 (v)  Suspend the license of any licensed gaming 
entity for violation of or attempting to violate any 
provisions of this part or regulations promulgated under 
this part relating to its slot machine operations. 

 (vi)  Assess administrative penalties as necessary 
to punish misconduct and to deter future violations. 

 (vii)  Order restitution of any moneys or property 
unlawfully obtained or retained by a licensee or 
permittee. 

 (viii)  Enter cease and desist orders which specify 
the conduct which is to be discontinued, altered or 
implemented by the licensee or permittee. 

 (ix)  Issue letters of reprimand or censure, which 
letters shall be made a permanent part of the file of each 
licensee or permittee so sanctioned. 

 (2)  If the board refuses to issue or renew a license or 
permit, suspends or revokes a license or permit, assesses civil 
penalties, orders restitution, enters a cease and desist order or 
issues a letter of reprimand or censure, it shall provide the 
applicant or licensee or permittee with written notification of its 
decision, including a statement of the reasons for its decision by 
certified mail within five business days of the decision. Any 
applicant or licensee or permittee who has received notice of a 
refusal, suspension or revocation of a license or permit, the 
assessment of civil penalties, an order of restitution, the entrance 
of a cease and desist order or the issuance of a letter of reprimand 
or censure from the board shall have the right to an 
administrative hearing before the board in accordance with  
2 Pa.C.S. Chs. 5 Subch. A (relating to practice and procedure of 
Commonwealth agencies) and 7 Subch. A (relating to judicial 
review of Commonwealth agency action). 

 (3)  In addition to any other fines or penalties that the 
board may impose under this part or regulation, if a person 
violates subsection (a)(2), the board shall impose an 
administrative penalty of three times the amount of the license 
fee, tax or other assessment evaded and not paid, collected or 
paid over. This subsection is subject to 2 Pa.C.S. Chs. 5 Subch. A 
and 7 Subch. A. 

§ 1519.  (Reserved). 
§ 1520.  Automated teller machines. 
 The board shall promulgate rules and regulations governing the 
placement of automated teller machines (ATMs). 
§ 1521.  Liquor licenses at licensed facilities. 
 (a)  Reapplication.–Nothing in this part shall require a person 
already licensed to sell liquor or malt or brewed beverages to reapply 
for the license except in the manner set forth in the act of April 12, 
1951 (P.L.90, No.21), known as the Liquor Code. 
 (b)  License authority.–Notwithstanding any other provision of 
law, a person holding a slot machine license which is also licensed to 
sell liquor or malt or brewed beverages pursuant to the Liquor Code 
shall be permitted to sell, furnish or give liquor or malt or brewed 
beverages on the unlicensed portion of the licensed gaming facility so 
long as the liquor or malt or brewed beverages remain on the facility. 
 (c)  Nonlicensees.–Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a 
slot machine licensee which is not licensed to sell liquor or malt or 

brewed beverages shall be entitled to apply to the Pennsylvania Liquor 
Control Board for a restaurant liquor or eating place retail dispenser 
license as permitted by section 472 of the Liquor Code. The following 
shall apply: 
 (1)  Licenses issued under this section shall not be 

subject to: 
 (i)  The proximity provisions of sections 402 and 

404 of the Liquor Code. 
 (ii)  The quota restrictions of section 461 of the 

Liquor Code. 
 (iii)  The provisions of section 493(10) of the 

Liquor Code except as they relate to lewd, immoral or 
improper entertainment. 

 (iv)  The prohibition against minors frequenting 
as described in section 493(14) of the Liquor Code. 

 (v)  The cost and total display area limitations of 
section 493(20)(i) of the Liquor Code. 

 In addition, licenses issued under this section shall not be subject 
to the provisions defining “restaurant” or “eating place” in 
section 102 of the Liquor Code. 

 (2)  Absent good cause shown consistent with the 
purposes of this part, the Pennsylvania Liquor Control Board 
shall approve an application for the license filed by a licensed 
gaming entity within 60 days. 

CHAPTER 18 
FINGERPRINTING 

§ 1801.  Duty to provide. 
 Notwithstanding the provisions of the Race Horse Industry 
Reform Act or this part, the Pennsylvania State Police shall at the 
request of the commissions or the board provide criminal history 
background investigations, which shall include records of criminal 
arrests or convictions, on applicants for licensure by the respective 
agencies pursuant to the Race Horse Industry Reform Act or this part. 
Requests for criminal history background investigations may, at the 
direction of the commissions or the board, include, but not be limited 
to, officers, directors and stockholders of licensed corporations, key 
employees, gaming employees, horse owners, trainers, jockeys, drivers 
and other persons participating in thoroughbred or harness horse 
meetings and other persons and vendors who exercise their occupation 
or employment at such meetings, licensed facilities or licensed 
racetrack. For the purposes of this chapter, the board and commissions 
may receive information otherwise protected by 18 Pa.C.S. Ch. 91 
(relating to criminal history record information). 
§ 1802.  Submission of fingerprints. 
 Applicants under this part shall submit to fingerprinting by the 
Pennsylvania State Police. The Pennsylvania State Police shall submit 
the fingerprints if necessary to the Federal Bureau of Investigation for 
purposes of verifying the identity of the applicants and obtaining 
records of criminal arrests and convictions in order to prepare criminal 
history background investigations under section 1801 (relating to duty 
to provide). The applicant shall pay for the cost of fingerprinting. 
§ 1803.  Commission exemption. 
 A commission may exempt applicants for positions not related to 
the care or training of horses, racing, wagering, security or the 
management of licensed corporations from the provisions of this 
chapter. 
§ 1804.  Board exemption. 
 The board may exempt applicants who are not gaming employees 
or key employees from the provisions of this chapter. 
§ 1805.  Reimbursement. 
 The commissions and board shall reimburse the Pennsylvania 
State Police for actual costs incurred as approved by the board for the 
conducting of investigations under this part. 

CHAPTER 19 
MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS 

§ 1901.  Appropriations. 
 (a)  Appropriation to board.–The sum of $7,500,000 is hereby 
appropriated to the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board for the  
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fiscal period July 1, 2004, to June 30, 2006, to implement and 
administer the provisions of this part. The money appropriated in this 
subsection shall be considered a loan from the General Fund and shall 
be repaid to the General Fund quarterly commencing with the date  
slot machine licensees begin operating slot machines under this part. 
This appropriation shall be a two-year appropriation and shall not lapse 
until June 30, 2006. 
 (b)  Appropriation to department.–The sum of $21,100,000 is 
hereby appropriated from the General Fund to the Department of 
Revenue for the fiscal period July 1, 2004, to June 30, 2006, to prepare 
for, implement and administer the provisions of this part. The money 
appropriated under this subsection shall be considered a loan from the 
General Fund and shall be repaid to the General Fund quarterly 
commencing with the date slot machine licensees begin operating  
slot machines under this part. This appropriation shall be a two-year 
appropriation and shall not lapse until June 30, 2006. 
 (c)  Appropriation to Pennsylvania State Police.–The sum of 
$7,500,000 is hereby appropriated from the General Fund to the 
Pennsylvania State Police for the fiscal period July 1, 2004, to June 30, 
2006, to prepare for, implement and administer the provisions of this 
part. The money appropriated under this subsection shall be considered 
a loan from the General Fund and shall be repaid to the General Fund 
quarterly commencing when all slot machine licensees begin operating 
slot machines under this part. This appropriation shall be a two-year 
appropriation and shall not lapse until June 30, 2006. 
§ 1902.  Severability. 
 (a)  General rule.–Except as provided in subsection (b), the 
provisions of this part are severable. If any provision of this part or its 
application to any person or circumstances is held invalid, the 
invalidity shall not affect other provisions or applications of this part 
which can be given effect without the invalid provision or application. 
 (b)  Limitation.–If any of the provisions of section 1201 (relating 
to Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board established) or 1209 (relating 
to slot machine license fee) or their application to any person or 
circumstance are held to be invalid by any court, the remaining 
provisions of this part and its application shall be void. 
§ 1903.  Repeals. 
 (a)  Inconsistent.–The following acts and parts of acts are 
repealed as follows: 
 (1)  Section 493(29) of the act of April 12, 1951 (P.L.90, 

No.21), known as the Liquor Code, is repealed absolutely. 
 (2)  The provisions of 18 Pa.C.S. § 5513(a) are repealed 

insofar as they are inconsistent with this part. 
 (b)  General.–All other acts and parts of acts are repealed insofar 
as they are inconsistent with this part. 
§ 1904.  Exclusive jurisdiction of Supreme Court. 
 The Pennsylvania Supreme Court shall have exclusive 
jurisdiction to hear any challenge to or to render a declaratory 
judgment concerning the constitutionality of this part. The Supreme 
Court is authorized to take such action as it deems appropriate, 
consistent with the Supreme Court retaining jurisdiction over such a 
matter, to find facts or to expedite a final judgment in connection with 
such a challenge or request for declaratory relief.] 
 Section 2.  This act shall take effect in 60 days.  
 

On the question, 
 Will the House agree to the amendment? 
 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. On that question, the Chair 
recognizes the gentleman, Mr. Clymer. If he would suspend for 
just a moment. 
 Members are getting too loud again. 
 Mr. CLYMER. Mr. Speaker, I think the members really 
ought to be—

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mr. Clymer? Mr. Clymer,  
hold off. 

 Members, please take your seats. There are quite a few of 
you in the aisles having conversations. Either take your seats or 
take your conversation elsewhere. Members, please take your 
seats. 
 The gentleman, Mr. Clymer, you may proceed. 
 Mr. CLYMER. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I am going to be very brief on this, but this 
amendment repeals Act 71 of 2004. We know that there have 
been a lot of problems, controversy, troubles, that have 
surrounded Act 71 since it was signed into law by Governor 
Rendell, and I think we need a clean sweep. We need to start 
over. This does not prohibit—  This does not, Mr. Speaker, this 
does not mean that they cannot reintroduce the legislation again, 
but they can do it in a way to fix all the problems, and so, 
Mr. Speaker, with that, I just ask that— 

THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 
(MATTHEW E. BAKER) PRESIDING 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the gentleman please 
suspend. 
 Members, the gentleman is entitled to be heard. Please, 
please give respect to the speaker at the microphone. 
 Thank you. 
 Mr. CLYMER. Mr. Speaker, I am really done, and I am 
asking members to support my amendment that would repeal 
Act 71 of 2004, and I just mentioned the reasons why. 
 Thank you. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the 
gentleman and recognizes the gentleman, Mr. Thomas. 
 Mr. THOMAS. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, may I interrogate the maker of the amendment? 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman has agreed, and 
you may proceed, sir. 
 Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, you have advanced some good 
proposals this evening, at least as far as you are concerned, and 
in light of those proposals that did pass, what is the impact of 
repealing Act 71 on what has already been done this evening? 
 Mr. CLYMER. Mr. Speaker, what we would do is just cease 
to exist, the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board would cease 
to exist, and that is the hub of where the licenses are going to be 
coming from, so if you did not have a Pennsylvania Gaming 
Control Board, that is the core of promoting casino gambling in 
Pennsylvania. 
 Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, then my next question is, why 
did we spend the time, or let me do it this way. Why did you 
offer your other amendments if at some point you were going to 
repeal the whole thing? 
 Mr. CLYMER. Well, Mr. Speaker, I followed the wisdom of 
other legislators, and they have used the same procedure when 
they come to a bill that would have a momentous impact on the 
issue at hand. They move one step at a time to insert those 
public policies that they think are going to be in the best interest 
of the issue, and then of course they will introduce that 
amendment or that bill that will completely remove the issue 
from the radar screen. 
 Mr. THOMAS. So, Mr. Speaker, you honestly believe that 
the thousands and maybe millions of Pennsylvanians that are 
watching us this evening are clear about what we are doing and 
where we are going? You feel comfortable about that? 
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Mr. CLYMER. Mr. Speaker, as you well know, I have 
opposed the issue of casino gambling, so it should not be a 
surprise to you that I would offer this amendment. You also 
know that in caucus you went over my amendment and you had 
an opportunity to look at it, to make a determination what 
direction you would go, and certainly if you are opposed to it, 
that is what we are here for. You certainly can put up a  
“no” vote if that is your intent. 
 Mr. THOMAS. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, that concludes my interrogation, and I would 
like to offer comments on the amendment. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the 
gentleman, and you may proceed. 
 Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, you know, I have to, and while 
I have not talked to all 202 of my colleagues, I have to believe 
that my colleagues, whether they come from the right side or the 
left side, that they are here to take care of serious business, that 
they sincerely care about the representation of the people from 
their legislative districts, and so, Mr. Speaker, I think that it is 
important for us to be serious about the business that we are 
involved in, and I am not attempting to draw any clouds over 
the maker of this amendment. I am sure—  Yes, he is consistent. 
From day one he has said that he opposes gaming in the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and that he is pretty satisfied 
with all the money that goes out of Pennsylvania which could 
stay in Pennsylvania. He has said that he is satisfied with that. 
But, Mr. Speaker, there needs to be some order and some 
prioritizing. I do not mind entertaining making the gaming law 
better than what it is, but I do not want to go through this 
dialogue in nothingness. If repeal is what is on people’s minds, 
then we should not have spent all of this time going through 
these other things. 
 I thought that the last amendment that was offered which 
removed preemption for Philadelphia County, I thought that 
some of the other amendments that were offered, especially 
those that received a majority vote, even though I might not 
have voted with the majority, I thought the people were serious, 
but to now come and say we must repeal all of that, we must say 
to those who are watching us that we spent this evening, we 
spent this evening just going through an exercise. 
 Mr. Speaker, if this is as serious to you as it is to me, and I 
am speaking to each and every one of my colleagues, vote “no” 
on the Clymer amendment and let us move forward, and as we 
move forward, do not forget that at least until there is something 
else in place, we made a promise to the people of Pennsylvania 
that significant property tax relief would come as a result of 
gaming revenues. So the longer we delay this process, the 
longer we delay, the longer we put off in providing the people 
that sent us here significant property tax relief. Let us not forget 
that, so that every time we go through changing this and 
changing that, then we delay what the people of Pennsylvania in 
the majority of Pennsylvania have said that we need to take care 
of. 
 We have some other issues that we have talked about that we 
need to deal with. So I just want to remind people that the 
longer we go through this exercise, whatever your personal 
motivation might be, keep in mind that the gravity, there are 
consequences to going through this drawn-out process, and the 
consequences are our inability to provide people of 
Pennsylvania with property tax relief, at least from gaming 
revenues. 
 Vote “no” on the Clymer amendment and let us move on. 

 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the 
gentleman. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE CANCELED 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. And the Chair returns to  
leaves of absence and notes the presence of the gentleman,  
Mr. McGeehan. He will be added to the master roll call. 

CONSIDERATION OF SB 862 CONTINUED 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Venango County, Mr. Hutchinson. 
 Mr. HUTCHINSON. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I rise in favor of this amendment. I think many 
of us predicted back at the time of the passage of the gambling 
law that Pennsylvania would become what it has, which is a 
laughing stock in the nation. As a matter of fact, I recently read 
an editorial that called Pennsylvania’s gambling law the worst 
gambling law in our country. I guess the only surprise to those 
of us who spoke against gambling as it passed a couple years 
ago was that we did not think the roof would fall in so quickly. 
 Since day one under Act 71, there have been embarrassments 
and missteps, everything from rejected Gaming Control Board 
members, who had extremely questionable backgrounds, to 
contracts awarded without bids, to a lack of criminal 
background checks, to hiring cronies, to the possibility of huge 
financial gain by those who enacted the law itself. I guess the 
moral of the story is that that is what happens when you let the 
progambling interests write their own bill. 
 Mr. Speaker, I think it is time that we start over. I say we 
scrap this bill, start fresh, and do it the right way. So please, 
support me in supporting this amendment. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the 
gentleman and recognizes the gentleman from Franklin County, 
Mr. Fleagle. 
 Mr. FLEAGLE. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of amendment 6263. Problems 
and controversy have indeed followed Act 71. The vast majority 
of my constituents feel that using gambling funds to finance 
property tax reform is a bankrupt policy, Mr. Speaker. 
Everywhere in this Commonwealth that this issue has surfaced, 
it has found controversy, and that should tell us something.  
Act 71 was wrong at its inception and it is wrong now, 
Mr. Speaker. 
 I ask my colleagues to vote for this amendment, 6263.  
Do the right thing. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the 
gentleman. 
 The gentleman, Mr. Argall, is recognized. 
 Mr. ARGALL. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I believe we have made some significant 
progress on this issue today. We have fixed some major, major 
areas of the existing law. I believe that those are major steps 
forward. And I know that each of us represents a slightly 
different constituency. In my own case, a majority of my  
school districts actually opted into Act 72 in the hope that 
someday, someday they would begin to receive at least some 
level of property tax relief. 
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I respect what the Representative from Bucks County is 
doing, but I fear that if we agree to this amendment, we are 
going to push that long-sought goal of property tax reform even 
further down that long road, and so I would ask for a negative 
vote at this time. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the 
gentleman and recognizes the gentleman, Mr. Preston. 
 Mr. PRESTON. Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. 
 Our citizens have been looking for some form of tax relief 
for many years, and many of us have stood up here and talked 
about it and talked about it, and it is always amazing to me that 
we look at the issue of gaming. This is not the panacea as far as 
gaming is going to satisfy the whole problem. It is only the start, 
because we still have a lot of work to do. But here we go again, 
just when we are getting that close, you have some proponents 
because they have a personal situation or a personal feeling or a 
philosophical feeling about the gaming issue. And if that was 
the case, if that was the case and if that person was so far 
against gaming, why has he not introduced a piece of legislation 
to eliminate the Lottery Fund? I have not seen that. 
 People want some form of tax relief. We should not be  
two-sided about this. This is the start. This gives us the chance 
to be able to have those senior citizens back at home in our 
districts being able to have some form of property tax relief and 
not to continue to go on struggling on their fixed incomes. This 
is the time. This is not the amendment that we need to do. It 
does not satisfy the problem. If anything, it hurts senior citizens, 
and I do not think this is something we need to do. 
 Let us vote “no” on this amendment. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the 
gentleman and recognizes the gentleman from Berks County, 
Mr. Rohrer. 
 Mr. ROHRER. Mr. Speaker, I stand and I want to 
compliment the Representative from Bucks County. The 
amendment that is before us may seem, as you would listen to 
some, to be quite odd. They would insist that we have wasted 
time this evening by discussing other amendments if for some 
reason this House would seek to vote in the affirmative on this 
amendment. 
 I hear very interesting things tonight such as we would do 
great harm if this amendment would pass and we would go back 
to July 3 of 2004, because if you remember, it was July 4, on a 
Sunday, on Independence Day, that this House did what we are 
trying to fix at the moment. I think it was very clear in that long 
debate when many of us stood up and hearkened and predicted 
that the very things that we are trying to fix tonight were in fact 
going to occur. And I find it very odd that many who are 
opposing any corrective changes were the ones who stood and 
with great emphasis stated that there was no problem in that bill, 
Act 71; that it was the best in the country; that it was modeled 
after New Jersey; that it would not experience the problems that 
we have. Well, the fact of the matter is, we now know that there 
were all kinds of things that were never stated accurately about 
that bill. It was in fact designed by the gambling coalition.  
It was not modeled after New Jersey. It does not hardly even 
look like anything in New Jersey. It has not been smooth. It has 
been nothing other than trouble, which is exactly what we 
predicted. 
 And I think the big thing was this: If anybody thinks for a 
moment – and those folks who are watching know very well, 
because we have all spoken to them across this Commonwealth 
– if anybody thinks for a minute that Act 71 and gambling in 

Pennsylvania is the answer to property tax, you are still 
smoking something funny. That is what the people that I have 
heard believe. What have we had to offer them? Nothing, not 
one dollar. Is it likely to believe that $1 is going to come next 
month, this year, next year? What do we lose, what do we lose 
by passing the Clymer amendment? We do not lose $1, because 
we have not gotten $1. As a matter of fact, it might just hasten 
serious property tax reform if we did pass the Clymer 
amendment. Let us be serious. Gambling was not for property 
tax; gambling was for other things. 
 There is an opportunity here; do not know how many will 
avail themselves of it, but let us face it, other States have 
repealed their gambling bills and their gambling law when there 
were many structures built and they are sitting empty because 
they found out the hard way. This body has another opportunity 
to prevent future problems from occurring. Have we not seen 
enough? Do we have to experience human carnage, human 
disaster as a result, as some States have? 
 The Clymer amendment is appropriate. I intend to vote in 
favor of it. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

THE SPEAKER (JOHN M. PERZEL) 
PRESIDING 

The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the gentleman,  
Mr. Preston, for the second time. 
 Mr. PRESTON. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Will the previous speaker stand for interrogation? 
 The SPEAKER. The gentleman indicates he will not stand 
for interrogation. 
 Mr. PRESTON. Well, may I speak then— 
 The SPEAKER. The gentleman is in order. 
 Mr. PRESTON. —since the gentleman will not get up and 
answer a few simple questions? 
 The SPEAKER. The gentleman is in order. 
 Mr. PRESTON. What I wanted to know since he made a 
declarative statement relative to those States who have repealed 
their gaming laws, he should have at least been courteous 
enough to be able to stand up here and say which ones they 
were. We are not talking about people who have closed down 
some of the riverboat gambling we know that did not work, but 
I would encourage him then maybe that he needs to get up and 
make a statement as far as which, especially the progressive 
States that are large States like ours, would stand up here and 
give a list out of courtesy, since he made that statement, on 
which States repealed their gaming laws. 
 The other thing is, I take light because, one, I do not smoke 
anything. I am a nonsmoker, and I thought that was quite 
offensive and out of kilter for a member who is supposed to 
show the decorum to the House of Representatives to say, I do 
not know what kind of funny stuff someone is smoking. I did 
not think it was funny really at all, and I think it was an insult to 
integrity, because again, I have not smoked a cigarette even 
myself in over 20-something years. 
 The other thing that I am looking at is this: We are in a 
process of trying to give citizens a tax break. The gentleman 
continues to say that we have not given anything. Well, we have 
not, and people are tired of rhetoric. If a person wants to be a 
good leader, it is time to lead and offer something. And we are 
not saying that the gaming industry is the all and all for all of 
the property taxes. It is a start. We still have an awful lot of 
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work that we need to be able to do, and we should not be fooled 
by that. And again, that is what we really need to do. We need 
to be able to save those homes. In some of my districts, I have 
some senior citizens, because of the high school taxes – and all 
of us have the higher school taxes – senior citizens have 
actually abandoned their homes. Homes were paid for, but in 
the borough of Wilkinsburg, the highest school property tax in 
the State, senior citizens have literally abandoned their homes, 
and I am not going to be with the gentleman who wants to 
continue to see people lose their homes, because we have a 
chance to be able to do something. 
 And not only that, the gaming industry, whether we like it or 
not, is the only new industry to come into this State in 50 years, 
and for someone to be able to say that anytime an industry that 
generates dollars and incomes and taxable wages is not going to 
be viable to our community, of all of the licenses across this 
State, the small businesses that will be able to benefit, the 
service industry, the pensions, the collections, the better roads 
that will be able to be there, I am really at a loss for words. The 
Clymer amendment really takes a step backwards. I have never 
been a person with laissez-faire attitude, and it is time. 
 And again, I also ask the gentleman, why does he not just 
stand up and give us the name of the States so we can see what 
kind of progressive States have canceled their legislation as far 
as their gaming laws are concerned. That is all I wanted to 
know, just one simple question, and for the gentleman not to 
want to answer that simple question on his declarative 
statement, I really take a great offense to, and I really would 
challenge the capability of an individual who will not even back 
up what he says. 
 Thank you very much. 
 The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 
 

On the question recurring, 
 Will the House agree to the amendment? 
 

The following roll call was recorded: 
 

YEAS–85 
 
Allen Gabig Major Rohrer 
Armstrong Geist Marsico Rubley 
Baker Gillespie McIlhattan Samuelson 
Baldwin Gingrich McIlhinney Sather 
Bastian Grell Metcalfe Saylor 
Benninghoff Grucela Millard Scavello 
Birmelin Hanna Miller, R. Schroder 
Boyd Harhart Miller, S. Semmel 
Cappelli Harris Mustio Smith, B. 
Causer Hennessey Nailor Smith, S. H. 
Clymer Herman Nickol Stairs 
Cornell Hershey O’Neill Stern 
Crahalla Hess Payne Stevenson, R. 
Creighton Hickernell Petrarca Stevenson, T. 
Dally Hutchinson Phillips Taylor, E. Z. 
Denlinger Kauffman Pickett True 
Diven Keller, M. Pyle Turzai 
Ellis Leh Quigley Vitali 
Fairchild Mackereth Rapp Wilt 
Feese Maher Reed Yewcic 
Fleagle Maitland Reichley Zug 
Forcier 
 

NAYS–114 
 
Adolph Evans, J. Levdansky Santoni 
Argall Fabrizio Manderino Shaner 

Barrar Fichter Mann Shapiro 
Bebko-Jones Flick Markosek Siptroth 
Belardi Frankel McCall Solobay 
Belfanti Freeman McGeehan Sonney 
Beyer Gannon McGill Staback 
Biancucci George McNaughton Steil 
Blackwell Gerber Melio Stetler 
Blaum Gergely Micozzie Sturla 
Bunt Godshall Mundy Surra 
Buxton Good O’Brien Tangretti 
Caltagirone Goodman Oliver Taylor, J. 
Casorio Gruitza Pallone Thomas 
Cawley Haluska Parker Tigue 
Civera Harhai Petri Veon 
Cohen Harper Petrone Walko 
Corrigan Hasay Pistella Wansacz 
Costa James Preston Waters 
Cruz Josephs Ramaley Watson 
Curry Keller, W. Raymond Wheatley 
Daley Kenney Readshaw Williams 
DeLuca Killion Rieger Wojnaroski 
Dermody Kirkland Roberts Wright 
DeWeese Kotik Roebuck Youngblood 
DiGirolamo LaGrotta Rooney Yudichak 
Donatucci Leach Ross 
Eachus Lederer Ruffing Perzel, 
Evans, D. Lescovitz Sainato     Speaker 
 

NOT VOTING–0 
 

EXCUSED–2 
 
Bishop Myers 
 

Less than the majority having voted in the affirmative, the 
question was determined in the negative and the amendment 
was not agreed to. 
 

On the question recurring, 
 Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration as 
amended? 
 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman, Mr. O’Brien, wish to 
offer amendment 6204? Mr. O’Brien. 
 Mr. O’BRIEN. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 This amendment basically does two very simple things. 
 The SPEAKER. One second, Mr. O’Brien. 
 

On the question recurring, 
 Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration as 
amended? 
 

Mr. O’BRIEN offered the following amendment No. 
A06204: 
 

Amend Sec. 9, page 30, line 45 (A06145), by striking out “a 
subsection” and inserting 
 subsections 
 Amend Sec. 9 (Sec. 1408), page 30, by inserting between  
lines 51 and 52 (A06145) 
 (c.2)  Transfer for autism research and outreach.–The sum of 
$3,500,000 shall be transferred from the fund to the Department of 
Public Welfare for services and programs regarding autism and other 
pervasive developmental disorders.

(c.3)  Transfer for special education services.–Each year an 
amount equal to the unreimbursed expenses for special education 
services provided by a school district shall be transferred from the 
fund to the Department of Education for reimbursement to the 
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school district. The total transfer under this subsection in any 
fiscal year shall not exceed the amount received by Pennsylvania 
school districts from the School Based Access Program for the 
2003-2004 fiscal year.

Amend Sec. 9 (Sec. 1408), page 30, line 56 (A06145), by 
inserting after “(c.1)”

, (c.2), (c.3)

On the question, 
 Will the House agree to the amendment? 
 

The SPEAKER. On that question, the Chair recognizes the 
gentleman, Mr. O’Brien. 
 Mr. O’BRIEN. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Once again, this amendment does two very simple things: 
One, provided in the Gannon amendment, the Gannon 
amendment provided for the transfer of the sum of $1.5 million 
annually transferred from the Pennsylvania Gaming and 
Economic Development and Tourism Fund into the County Fair 
Capital Improvement and Harness Racing Account. It also 
provides for the transfer for victims of domestic violence, each 
year the sum of $3.5 million. Very simply, what I am asking is 
an additional $3.5 million for autism services to be transferred 
to the Department of Welfare. 
 Also, the second part of the amendment, as everyone in this 
House recalls, we had four bills that passed this House before 
Christmas that dealt with the loophole children. Very simply 
stated, in caucus and on the floor, I talked about $82 million 
annually that the school districts would lose if parents did not 
enroll their children in what is called the School Based Access 
Program. Once again, that would cost our school districts  
$82 million if the waiver was approved. Very simply stated, 
what I am asking is that if the waiver is approved, each year 
from the Gaming Fund an amount equal but not exceeding the 
amount the school districts would have received would be 
transferred to the school districts. 
 I ask for an affirmative vote. 
 The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 
 

On the question recurring, 
 Will the House agree to the amendment? 
 

The following roll call was recorded: 
 

YEAS–199 
 
Adolph Fichter Maitland Ruffing 
Allen Fleagle Major Sainato 
Argall Flick Manderino Samuelson 
Armstrong Forcier Mann Santoni 
Baker Frankel Markosek Sather 
Baldwin Freeman Marsico Saylor 
Barrar Gabig McCall Scavello 
Bastian Gannon McGeehan Schroder 
Bebko-Jones Geist McGill Semmel 
Belardi George McIlhattan Shaner 
Belfanti Gerber McIlhinney Shapiro 
Benninghoff Gergely McNaughton Siptroth 
Beyer Gillespie Melio Smith, B. 
Biancucci Gingrich Metcalfe Smith, S. H. 
Birmelin Godshall Micozzie Solobay 
Blackwell Good Millard Sonney 
Blaum Goodman Miller, R. Staback 
Boyd Grell Miller, S. Stairs 
Bunt Grucela Mundy Steil 
Buxton Gruitza Mustio Stern 
Caltagirone Haluska Nailor Stetler 

Cappelli Hanna Nickol Stevenson, R. 
Casorio Harhai O’Brien Stevenson, T. 
Causer Harhart Oliver Sturla 
Cawley Harper O’Neill Surra 
Civera Harris Pallone Tangretti 
Clymer Hasay Parker Taylor, E. Z. 
Cohen Hennessey Payne Taylor, J. 
Cornell Herman Petrarca Thomas 
Corrigan Hershey Petri Tigue 
Costa Hess Petrone True 
Crahalla Hickernell Phillips Turzai 
Creighton Hutchinson Pickett Veon 
Cruz James Pistella Vitali 
Curry Josephs Preston Walko 
Daley Kauffman Pyle Wansacz 
Dally Keller, M. Quigley Waters 
DeLuca Keller, W. Ramaley Watson 
Denlinger Kenney Rapp Wheatley 
Dermody Killion Raymond Williams 
DeWeese Kirkland Readshaw Wilt 
DiGirolamo Kotik Reed Wojnaroski 
Diven LaGrotta Reichley Wright 
Donatucci Leach Rieger Yewcic 
Eachus Lederer Roberts Youngblood 
Ellis Leh Roebuck Yudichak 
Evans, D. Lescovitz Rohrer Zug 
Evans, J. Levdansky Rooney 
Fabrizio Mackereth Ross Perzel, 
Fairchild Maher Rubley     Speaker 
Feese 
 

NAYS–0 
 

NOT VOTING–0 
 

EXCUSED–2 
 
Bishop Myers 
 

The majority having voted in the affirmative, the question 
was determined in the affirmative and the amendment was 
agreed to. 
 

On the question recurring, 
 Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration as 
amended? 
 

Mr. NAILOR offered the following amendment No. 
A06207: 
 

Amend Sec. 2 (Sec. 1201), page 11, by inserting between  
lines 23 and 24 (A06145) 
 (l)  Prohibition against nepotism.–No member may directly or 
indirectly solicit, request, suggest or recommend the employment by 
the board of any individual related within the third degree of 
consanguinity, affinity or adoption to the member.

On the question, 
 Will the House agree to the amendment? 
 

The SPEAKER. On that question, the Chair recognizes the 
gentleman, Mr. Nailor. 
 Mr. NAILOR. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 My amendment A6207 is a prohibition against nepotism.  
I think this places a responsibility by law on the Pennsylvania 
Gaming Control Board to establish regulations addressing 
nepotism in employment to the level described in the 
amendment. The Gaming Board, as we all know, is being 
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watched very closely, and I think we in the legislature must do 
our best to create a system that is beyond reproach. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 
 

On the question recurring, 
 Will the House agree to the amendment? 
 

The following roll call was recorded: 
 

YEAS–198 
 
Adolph Feese Maitland Ruffing 
Allen Fichter Major Sainato 
Argall Fleagle Manderino Samuelson 
Armstrong Flick Mann Santoni 
Baker Forcier Markosek Sather 
Baldwin Frankel Marsico Saylor 
Barrar Freeman McCall Scavello 
Bastian Gabig McGeehan Schroder 
Bebko-Jones Gannon McGill Semmel 
Belardi Geist McIlhattan Shaner 
Belfanti George McIlhinney Shapiro 
Benninghoff Gerber McNaughton Siptroth 
Beyer Gergely Melio Smith, B. 
Biancucci Gillespie Metcalfe Smith, S. H. 
Birmelin Gingrich Micozzie Solobay 
Blackwell Godshall Millard Sonney 
Blaum Good Miller, R. Staback 
Boyd Goodman Miller, S. Stairs 
Bunt Grell Mundy Steil 
Buxton Grucela Mustio Stern 
Caltagirone Gruitza Nailor Stetler 
Cappelli Haluska Nickol Stevenson, R. 
Casorio Hanna O’Brien Stevenson, T. 
Causer Harhai Oliver Sturla 
Cawley Harhart O’Neill Surra 
Civera Harper Pallone Tangretti 
Clymer Harris Parker Taylor, E. Z. 
Cohen Hasay Payne Taylor, J. 
Cornell Hennessey Petrarca Thomas 
Corrigan Herman Petri Tigue 
Costa Hershey Petrone True 
Crahalla Hess Phillips Turzai 
Creighton Hickernell Pickett Veon 
Cruz Hutchinson Pistella Vitali 
Curry Josephs Preston Walko 
Daley Kauffman Pyle Wansacz 
Dally Keller, M. Quigley Waters 
DeLuca Keller, W. Ramaley Watson 
Denlinger Kenney Rapp Wheatley 
Dermody Killion Raymond Williams 
DeWeese Kirkland Readshaw Wilt 
DiGirolamo Kotik Reed Wojnaroski 
Diven LaGrotta Reichley Wright 
Donatucci Leach Rieger Yewcic 
Eachus Lederer Roberts Youngblood 
Ellis Leh Roebuck Yudichak 
Evans, D. Lescovitz Rohrer Zug 
Evans, J. Levdansky Rooney 
Fabrizio Mackereth Ross Perzel, 
Fairchild Maher Rubley     Speaker 
 

NAYS–1 
 
James 
 

NOT VOTING–0 
 

EXCUSED–2 
 
Bishop Myers 
 

The majority having voted in the affirmative, the question 
was determined in the affirmative and the amendment was 
agreed to. 
 

On the question recurring, 
 Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration as 
amended? 
 

Mr. MAITLAND offered the following amendment No. 
A06815: 
 

Amend Sec. 6 (Sec. 1304), page 20, by inserting between  
lines 37 and 38 (A06145) 
 (3)  Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph (1), 

no Category 2 licensed facility shall be located by the board 
within a county of the sixth class having a population under 
the 2000 census in excess of 91,000 residents but fewer than 
92,000 residents.

(4)  An applicant for a Category 2 licensed facility 
subject to the provisions of paragraph (3) with an application 
received by the board before January 1, 2006, shall, upon written 
application to the board, be reimbursed by the board from 
available funds for any fees paid and 90% of actual costs of 
creating the application.

On the question, 
 Will the House agree to the amendment? 
 

The SPEAKER. On that question, the Chair recognizes the 
gentleman, Mr. Maitland. 
 Mr. MAITLAND. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 This bill would prohibit a class 2 slots license for a county of 
the sixth class with a population figure that limits it to only 
Adams County, and it also would reimburse any applicants from 
Adams County for their fees and 90 percent of their costs. The 
vast majority of my constituents do not want a slots parlor in 
our county, and I would ask for the members’ support on this 
amendment. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 

On the question recurring, 
 Will the House agree to the amendment? 
 

The following roll call was recorded: 
 

YEAS–199 
 
Adolph Fichter Maitland Ruffing 
Allen Fleagle Major Sainato 
Argall Flick Manderino Samuelson 
Armstrong Forcier Mann Santoni 
Baker Frankel Markosek Sather 
Baldwin Freeman Marsico Saylor 
Barrar Gabig McCall Scavello 
Bastian Gannon McGeehan Schroder 
Bebko-Jones Geist McGill Semmel 
Belardi George McIlhattan Shaner 
Belfanti Gerber McIlhinney Shapiro 
Benninghoff Gergely McNaughton Siptroth 
Beyer Gillespie Melio Smith, B. 
Biancucci Gingrich Metcalfe Smith, S. H. 
Birmelin Godshall Micozzie Solobay 
Blackwell Good Millard Sonney 
Blaum Goodman Miller, R. Staback 
Boyd Grell Miller, S. Stairs 
Bunt Grucela Mundy Steil 
Buxton Gruitza Mustio Stern 
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Caltagirone Haluska Nailor Stetler 
Cappelli Hanna Nickol Stevenson, R. 
Casorio Harhai O’Brien Stevenson, T. 
Causer Harhart Oliver Sturla 
Cawley Harper O’Neill Surra 
Civera Harris Pallone Tangretti 
Clymer Hasay Parker Taylor, E. Z. 
Cohen Hennessey Payne Taylor, J. 
Cornell Herman Petrarca Thomas 
Corrigan Hershey Petri Tigue 
Costa Hess Petrone True 
Crahalla Hickernell Phillips Turzai 
Creighton Hutchinson Pickett Veon 
Cruz James Pistella Vitali 
Curry Josephs Preston Walko 
Daley Kauffman Pyle Wansacz 
Dally Keller, M. Quigley Waters 
DeLuca Keller, W. Ramaley Watson 
Denlinger Kenney Rapp Wheatley 
Dermody Killion Raymond Williams 
DeWeese Kirkland Readshaw Wilt 
DiGirolamo Kotik Reed Wojnaroski 
Diven LaGrotta Reichley Wright 
Donatucci Leach Rieger Yewcic 
Eachus Lederer Roberts Youngblood 
Ellis Leh Roebuck Yudichak 
Evans, D. Lescovitz Rohrer Zug 
Evans, J. Levdansky Rooney 
Fabrizio Mackereth Ross Perzel, 
Fairchild Maher Rubley     Speaker 
Feese 
 

NAYS–0 
 

NOT VOTING–0 
 

EXCUSED–2 
 
Bishop Myers 
 

The majority having voted in the affirmative, the question 
was determined in the affirmative and the amendment was 
agreed to. 
 

On the question recurring, 
 Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration as 
amended? 

AMENDMENT A06161 RECONSIDERED 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has before it a reconsideration 
motion that the vote by which amendment A06161 was passed 
to SB 862 on the 14th day of March 2006 be reconsidered, 
signed by the gentleman, Mr. DeWeese, and the gentleman,  
Mr. Cohen. 
 

On the question, 
 Will the House agree to the motion? 
 

The following roll call was recorded: 
 

YEAS–173 
 
Adolph Fabrizio Maher Samuelson 
Allen Fairchild Maitland Santoni 
Argall Feese Major Sather 
Armstrong Fichter Manderino Saylor 
 

Baker Fleagle Mann Scavello 
Baldwin Flick Markosek Semmel 
Barrar Forcier Marsico Shaner 
Bastian Frankel McCall Shapiro 
Bebko-Jones Freeman McGeehan Siptroth 
Belardi Gannon McGill Smith, B. 
Belfanti Geist Melio Smith, S. H. 
Beyer George Metcalfe Solobay 
Biancucci Gerber Micozzie Staback 
Birmelin Gergely Millard Stairs 
Blackwell Gillespie Miller, R. Stetler 
Blaum Gingrich Miller, S. Stevenson, R. 
Boyd Godshall Mundy Stevenson, T. 
Bunt Good Nailor Sturla 
Buxton Goodman Nickol Surra 
Caltagirone Grucela O’Brien Tangretti 
Cappelli Gruitza Oliver Taylor, E. Z. 
Casorio Haluska Pallone Taylor, J. 
Causer Hanna Parker Thomas 
Cawley Harhai Payne Tigue 
Civera Harhart Petrarca True 
Cohen Harper Petri Turzai 
Cornell Harris Petrone Veon 
Corrigan Hasay Phillips Vitali 
Costa Herman Pickett Walko 
Crahalla Hess Pistella Wansacz 
Cruz Hickernell Preston Waters 
Curry James Pyle Watson 
Daley Josephs Quigley Wheatley 
Dally Keller, W. Ramaley Williams 
DeLuca Kenney Raymond Wojnaroski 
Denlinger Killion Readshaw Wright 
Dermody Kirkland Reed Yewcic 
DeWeese Kotik Rieger Youngblood 
DiGirolamo LaGrotta Roberts Yudichak 
Diven Leach Roebuck Zug 
Donatucci Lederer Rooney 
Eachus Lescovitz Ross 
Evans, D. Levdansky Ruffing Perzel, 
Evans, J. Mackereth Sainato     Speaker 
 

NAYS–25 
 
Benninghoff Hershey McNaughton Rubley 
Clymer Hutchinson Mustio Schroder 
Creighton Kauffman O’Neill Sonney 
Ellis Keller, M. Rapp Steil 
Gabig Leh Reichley Stern 
Grell McIlhinney Rohrer Wilt 
Hennessey 
 

NOT VOTING–1 
 
McIlhattan 
 

EXCUSED–2 
 
Bishop Myers 
 

The majority having voted in the affirmative, the question 
was determined in the affirmative and the motion was agreed to. 
 

On the question recurring, 
 Will the House agree to the amendment? 
 

The clerk read the following amendment No. A06161: 
 

Amend Sec. 6, page 17, lines 44 and 45 (A06145), by striking 
out “, 1311 and 1403(c)(3)(v)” and inserting 
 and 1311 
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Amend Sec. 7.1 (Sec. 1317), page 26, line 16 (A06145), by 
removing the period after “section” and inserting 
 or a manufacturer license under section 1317.1 

(relating to manufacturer license).
Amend Sec. 7.1 (Sec. 1317), page 26, line 20 (A06145), by 

removing the period after “section” and inserting 
 or a manufacturer license under section 1317.1.

Amend Sec. 7.2 (Sec. 1317.1), page 26, lines 22 through 59;  
page 27, lines 1 through 28 (A06145), by striking out all of said lines 
on said pages and inserting 
§ 1317.1.  Manufacturer licenses.

(a)  Application.–A person seeking to manufacture and provide 
slot machines and associated equipment for use in this Commonwealth 
shall apply to the board for a manufacturer license.

(b)  Requirements.–The application for a manufacturer license 
shall be on the form required by the board, accompanied by the 
application fee and shall include all of the following:

(1)  The name and business address of the applicant and 
the applicant’s affiliates, intermediaries, subsidiaries and holding 
companies; the directors and owners of each business; and a list 
of employees and their positions within each business, as well as 
any financial information required by the board.

(2)  A statement that the applicant and each affiliate, 
intermediary, subsidiary or holding company of the applicant are 
not slot machine licensees.

(3)  The consent to a background investigation of the 
applicant, its officers, directors, owners, key employees or other 
persons required by the board and a release to obtain any and all 
information necessary for the completion of the background 
investigation.

(4)  The details of any equivalent license granted or 
denied by other jurisdictions where gaming activities as 
authorized by this part are permitted and consent for the board to 
acquire copies of applications submitted or licenses issued in 
connection therewith.

(5)  The type of slot machines or associated equipment to 
be manufactured and supplied and whether those slot machines 
or associated equipment will be provided through purchase, 
lease, contract or otherwise.

(6)  Any other information determined by the board to be 
appropriate.
(c)  Review and approval.–Upon being satisfied that the 

requirements of subsection (b) have been met, the board may approve 
the application and grant the applicant a manufacturer license 
consistent with all of the following:

(1)  The license shall be for a period of one year. 
Upon expiration, a license may be renewed in accordance with 
subsection (d).

(2)  The license shall be nontransferable.
(3)  Any other condition established by the board.

(d)  Renewal.–
(1)  Six months prior to expiration of a manufacturer 

license, the manufacturer licensee seeking renewal of its license 
shall submit a renewal application accompanied by the renewal 
fee to the board.

(2)  If the renewal application satisfies the requirements 
of subsection (b), the board may renew the licensee’s 
manufacturer license.

(3)  If the board receives a complete renewal application 
but fails to act upon the renewal application prior to the 
expiration of the manufacturer license, the manufacturer license 
shall continue in effect for an additional six-month period or until 
acted upon by the board, whichever occurs first.
(e)  Prohibitions.–

(1)  No person may manufacture slot machines or 
associated equipment for use within this Commonwealth by a 
slot machine licensee unless the person has been issued a 
manufacturer license under this section.

(2)  No slot machine licensee may acquire, purchase or 
lease slot machines or associated equipment to a slot machine 
licensee within this Commonwealth  unless the person has been 
issued a manufacturer license under this section or a supplier 
license under section 1317 (relating to supplier license).

On the question recurring, 
 Will the House agree to the amendment? 
 

The SPEAKER. On the question of amendment A6161, the 
Chair recognizes the gentleman, Mr. Schroder. 
 Mr. SCHRODER. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, an interesting thing has happened over the 
course of the past half-hour, 45 minutes here, and I am sure 
many of you have arms that are hurting right now because of it. 
Mr. Speaker, there has been a phalanx of lobbyists right outside 
our chamber here who descended upon this House of 
Representatives after this amendment went in and have 
buttonholed members throughout the afternoon after this 
amendment went in to try to get them to switch their vote. 
 The SPEAKER. Mr. Schroder? Mr. Schroder? 
 Mr. SCHRODER. Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 The SPEAKER. To the issue. 
 Mr. SCHRODER. Yes; I appreciate the admonition. 
 Mr. Speaker, there have been some very well-meaning 
people who have suggested to me that this amendment is about 
diversity, that this amendment is about, you know, allowing 
different groups to get in on the action of selling slot machines. 
Mr. Speaker, ask yourself this question: None of the individuals 
who are out there lobbying are lobbying on behalf of diversity. 
Diversity just does not have lobbyists the last time I checked. 
 So, Mr. Speaker, this amendment passed by the barest of 
margins, had 102 votes, and of course their job is not a very 
uphill one to just get 1 member to switch. But, Mr. Speaker,  
if you are thinking about switching, think about how you are 
going to answer the press and your constituents back home 
when you are the one member that sends this amendment down. 
Mr. Speaker, I strongly urge that we hold the line and that we 
vote in favor of this amendment again. 
 As we discussed during the debate on this, Pennsylvania is 
the only State to have such a supplier system and have it 
mandatory that the machines be sold through these suppliers. 
Mr. Speaker, many other States have gambling or gaming 
across this country, and they have seen no reason to have this 
system, and there really is no good reason to have this in 
Pennsylvania. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the gentleman,  
Mr. Thomas. 
 Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, my arm has not been twisted.  
I have not been subjected to a phalanx of lobbyists, and, 
Mr. Speaker, I imagine that the people in back are the people 
that have been there. In fact, Mr. Speaker, the previous speaker, 
I recall very clearly when he had some people out back when he 
was interested in tort reform. So, Mr. Speaker, if they are back 
there, what is good for the goose is good for the gander. The 
issue just does not happen to be the same. It is not tort reform 
right now. So all of a sudden he wants to spike somebody else. 
 Mr. Speaker, this amendment, this amendment destroys 
everything that we went through around gaming. Mr. Speaker, 
we advanced a gaming proposal that is probably one of the best 
in the country, and the reason that it is one of the best in the 
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country, Mr. Speaker, is because we advanced a proposal that 
would allow for Pennsylvanians to benefit from this gaming 
proposal. Let me say it again. We advanced a proposal that 
allows for all Pennsylvanians, except elected officials, to benefit 
from gaming in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. We put a 
diversity proposal in the gaming bill that this amendment would 
destroy if it goes forward, and, Mr. Speaker, that diversity 
proposal was not something that was slipped in in the dead of 
the night; it was not something that was snuck in. It was 
something that both sides worked on and agreed on, because, 
Mr. Speaker, Pennsylvania’s greatness does not lie in central 
Pennsylvania or western Pennsylvania; it lies in Pennsylvania as 
a State. We have people from all over the world in 
Pennsylvania, and, Mr. Speaker, there is nothing wrong with, 
there is nothing wrong with advancing a proposal that allows for 
inclusion; there is nothing wrong with that, Mr. Speaker, but 
this amendment in effect would destroy that because it says that 
these large manufacturers can deal on their own from wherever 
and do not have to take into consideration suppliers and people 
in Pennsylvania who need to work. 
 Mr. Speaker, I was sitting in the back for a few minutes and  
I happened to notice something in today’s paper, and it said that 
unemployment had dropped to 5 percent in the Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania; unemployment had dropped, Mr. Speaker. 
After a number of years that I have been here, that 
unemployment only escalated; it never decreased. 
 Mr. Speaker, this proposal, this amendment, this amendment 
flies in the face of a lot of hard work, and it is being 
reconsidered because there are some people who have 
reconsidered the adverse impact that this amendment would 
have if it went forward. And, Mr. Speaker, there is nothing 
wrong with rethinking, rethinking your position once you are 
confronted with sufficient facts to rethink it, and it has nothing 
to do with lobbyists. 
 More often than not we are confronted with complex issues. 
Sometimes those issues need to be flushed out. When the 
previous speaker mentioned this issue of diversity, I am the one 
that brought this issue to his attention and I tried to do it in a  
fair way. I spoke to him directly because I knew it was not his 
intent to disrupt the inclusion principles of the gaming bill.  
I knew it was not his intent, and I do not believe that when he 
drafted this amendment, that he intended to disrupt the inclusion 
principles in the gaming law. 
 And so, Mr. Speaker, I am hoping that when the bell finally 
rings, and I am sure that he knows now, while he might not 
have the factual evidence in front of him, I am sure that he 
knows now that this amendment will have an adverse effect on 
some good parts to the gaming law. And so, Mr. Speaker, since 
we have gotten past the question of whether we should have a 
gaming law – that issue is now moot, and there is no reason to 
give it rebirth – we can move forward now, and so moving 
forward is to vote “no,” “no,” “no,” “no,” “no,” “no” on the 
Schroder amendment. 
 The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE CANCELED 

The SPEAKER. The Chair notes the presence on the floor of 
the House of the gentleman, Mr. Myers. His name will be added 
to the master roll. 

CONSIDERATION OF SB 862 CONTINUED 

The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the gentleman,  
Mr. Schroder. 
 Mr. SCHRODER. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, with all due respect to the gentleman who just 
spoke, he did bring the issue of diversity to my attention;  
he certainly did, and when I was saying there are some very 
well-meaning people who were concerned about that issue with 
regards to this, I was talking about the gentleman. 
 But be that as it may, the original Act 71 does have diversity 
components in it. However, the diversity requirements are not 
just specific to supplier licenses. The diversity requirements 
apparently apply to almost every license that would be granted 
by the Gaming Control Board. So I think to suggest that 
somehow the supplier license itself is tied into this diversity 
issue is, with all due respect, a red herring. 
 So, Mr. Speaker, I understand the gentleman’s concern. I do 
not mean to be insensitive to it, but the same diversity 
requirements that many are concerned about are required for all 
kinds of licenses – manufacturing licenses and different things 
like that. 
 So, Mr. Speaker, I once again ask for a positive vote on this 
amendment. Thank you. 
 The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 
 The Chair recognizes the gentleman, Mr. Vitali. 
 Mr. VITALI. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Would the maker of the amendment stand for brief 
interrogation? 
 The SPEAKER. The gentleman indicates he will stand for 
interrogation. The gentleman is in order and may proceed. 
 Mr. VITALI. I would like to know if you could confirm 
something, because what I heard at the conclusion of the 
previous debate I found to be extremely troubling and you had 
made some allusion to it in your remarks, and my question is, 
one of the big-money lobbyists up here, Wojdak Associates— 
 The SPEAKER. Mr. Vitali

Mr. VITALI. —do they hold one of these supplier licenses, 
Wojdak— 
 The SPEAKER. The gentleman is entirely out of order. 
 The gentleman will stay on the subject matter of the 
amendment. 
 

Mr. VITALI. Parliamentary inquiry, Mr. Speaker. 
 The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 
 Mr. VITALI. Are not the supplier licensees a matter of 
public record? 
 The SPEAKER. That is not a parliamentary inquiry. That is a 
matter of law. 
 Mr. VITALI. Well, you are leading up to my parliamentary 
inquiry. 
 The SPEAKER. Go back to the original bill and look it up, 
Mr. Vitali. 
 Mr. VITALI. My parliamentary inquiry—  I am trying to get 
at the propriety of my question, which is, is not who the 
licensees are a matter of public record, and if that is the case, 
then why is my question out of order as to whether the lobbying 
firm I just mentioned, why can I not ask that if it is a matter of 
public record? 
 The SPEAKER. That is not a question for us to answer,  
Mr. Vitali. 
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Mr. VITALI. I am sorry. What is not? I am trying to get at 
why my question was out of order. 
 

The SPEAKER. Do you have another question for the 
gentleman, Mr. Schroder? 
 Mr. VITALI. No. I would like to talk on the amendment. 
 The SPEAKER. The gentleman is in order. 
 Mr. VITALI. Mr. Speaker, I am very troubled by this whole 
concept of suppliers and supplier licensees, because it is my 
information that in fact there are lobbying firms, and I am not 
going to mention the name again to stay within the rules, but  
I think the maker of the amendment also mentioned the fact that 
there is at least a lobbying firm that in fact holds one of these 
supplier licenses. Now, if I am wrong, just tell me that. And of 
course we are really limited in what we know because we do not 
really know what the activities of lobbyists are in this State, but 
I am very troubled by that. 
 Mr. Speaker, again, I am trying to understand why we even 
need suppliers. I was learning a little more about this, and  
I understand from another member that there is a manufacturer 
in Ohio and Tennessee and so forth, and I am trying to 
understand if in fact we have a manufacturer of slots in Ohio 
and let us say a casino in Pittsburgh needs some slots, what is 
the whole point of having a supplier? Why do they not make the 
things in Ohio, put them on the truck, deliver them to Pittsburgh 
or Seven Springs or wherever the heck they have these casinos? 
Why are we going through this effort of having these various 
supply places, these various make-work places where the 
machines are unloaded and inventoried and warehoused and 
then brought to the other place? Why are we going through that 
exercise? What is all the point? That is just not part of a good 
business philosophy; that is not consistent with the conservative 
business agenda I have heard articulated on this floor many a 
time, and I may be a bit cynical, but I just cannot help but think, 
because of all the money surrounding this whole bill, that that is 
involved here. 
 Mr. Speaker, I think by supporting the Schroder amendment, 
by just taking away one more device that politics can be 
wielded, that money can be earned, I think we make it just a 
cleaner, that we just make it a cleaner industry. I fully support 
the Schroder amendment. 
 Thank you. 
 The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 
 

On the question recurring, 
 Will the House agree to the amendment? 
 

The following roll call was recorded: 
 

YEAS–89 
 
Adolph Freeman Manderino Sainato 
Armstrong Gabig McIlhattan Samuelson 
Baker Gannon McIlhinney Saylor 
Baldwin Gerber Metcalfe Scavello 
Barrar Gillespie Miller, R. Schroder 
Bastian Gingrich Miller, S. Semmel 
Benninghoff Haluska Mustio Shaner 
Beyer Hanna Nailor Shapiro 
Birmelin Harhart Nickol Smith, B. 
Boyd Harper O’Neill Steil 
Cappelli Hennessey Petrarca Stern 
Causer Hershey Petri Stevenson, R. 
Cawley Hickernell Pickett Stevenson, T. 
Clymer Hutchinson Pyle Tigue 

Cornell Kauffman Quigley True 
Crahalla Keller, M. Rapp Turzai 
Creighton Killion Raymond Vitali 
Dally Leh Reed Watson 
Denlinger Levdansky Reichley Wilt 
Ellis Mackereth Rohrer Yewcic 
Feese Maher Ross Yudichak 
Fleagle Major Rubley Zug 
Forcier 
 

NAYS–111 
 
Allen Fairchild Maitland Ruffing 
Argall Fichter Mann Santoni 
Bebko-Jones Flick Markosek Sather 
Belardi Frankel Marsico Siptroth 
Belfanti Geist McCall Smith, S. H. 
Biancucci George McGeehan Solobay 
Blackwell Gergely McGill Sonney 
Blaum Godshall McNaughton Staback 
Bunt Good Melio Stairs 
Buxton Goodman Micozzie Stetler 
Caltagirone Grell Millard Sturla 
Casorio Grucela Mundy Surra 
Civera Gruitza Myers Tangretti 
Cohen Harhai O’Brien Taylor, E. Z. 
Corrigan Harris Oliver Taylor, J. 
Costa Hasay Pallone Thomas 
Cruz Herman Parker Veon 
Curry Hess Payne Walko 
Daley James Petrone Wansacz 
DeLuca Josephs Phillips Waters 
Dermody Keller, W. Pistella Wheatley 
DeWeese Kenney Preston Williams 
DiGirolamo Kirkland Ramaley Wojnaroski 
Diven Kotik Readshaw Wright 
Donatucci LaGrotta Rieger Youngblood 
Eachus Leach Roberts 
Evans, D. Lederer Roebuck Perzel, 
Evans, J. Lescovitz Rooney     Speaker 
Fabrizio 
 

NOT VOTING–0 
 

EXCUSED–1 
 
Bishop 
 

Less than the majority having voted in the affirmative, the 
question was determined in the negative and the amendment 
was not agreed to. 

PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRY 

Mr. DeWEESE. Mr. Speaker? 
 The SPEAKER. For what purpose does the gentleman rise? 
 Mr. DeWEESE. Point of parliamentary inquiry. 
 The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 
 Mr. DeWEESE. The honorable gentleman from Delaware 
County asked a question, and I am not certain as to what the 
correct answer would be. If we were discussing a business 
entity such as the Pittsburgh Steelers or the Philadelphia 
Phillies, would that be appropriate? I am not sure that the 
Parliamentarian has allowed some of us to understand when it is 
appropriate to use the name of an entity. I am certainly aware of 
the fact that when Mr. Metcalfe and Mr. DeWeese are going at 
it, we are supposed to say the honorable gentleman from, the 
honorable gentleman from, and I think we do that very well here 
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on the floor. The Speaker and the Parliamentarian are very 
adroit at keeping us in bounds. But as the session rolls on, I am 
curious as to what is allowed and what is not allowed relative to 
the naming of names. It just seemed like there is some 
sketchiness to that whole dynamic, and I would like a more 
clear reading either today or sometime in the near future, if that 
is possible. 
 Thank you. 
 The SPEAKER. The gentleman steered far afield of the 
subject matter of the Schroder amendment. 
 Mr. DeWEESE. So he was— What was the decision of the 
Chair. He was out of order? 
 The SPEAKER. He was not within the subject matter of the 
amendment. 
 Mr. DeWEESE. But if he had been, he could use any name, 
if the amendment was dealing with the Pittsburgh Steelers or 
Heinz Field or Tyco or Sovereign Bank. I mean, I am just 
curious as to when one is allowed to use the name and when one 
is not allowed to use the name. 
 The SPEAKER. The Parliamentarian has said it goes on a 
case-by-case basis. When you talk about the Pittsburgh Steelers, 
you are talking about a team, a group of individuals, not one 
specific individual. Are you talking about – I do not know – the 
coach? 
 Mr. DeWEESE. If we were talking about Joe Bafuvna 
Lobbyist Enterprises, Inc., Joe has got a lot of helpers. I mean, 
Joe Bafuvna, Inc. I do not know. I am just curious. I do not want 
to go backwards. I want to go forwards. In the future I want to 
know what is appropriate and what is not. 
 The SPEAKER. There will be no answer. 
 Mr. DeWEESE. The parliamentary inquiry is open-ended 
then. I accept it if that is the way it is, if that is the way it is. 
 The SPEAKER. It is on a case-by-case basis. 
 Mr. DeWEESE. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 

AMENDMENT A06264 RECONSIDERED 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is in receipt of a reconsideration 
motion on amendment No. 6264, that the vote by which it was 
passed to SB 862, PN 1319, on the 14th day of March be 
reconsidered, signed by the majority leader. 
 

On the question, 
 Will the House agree to the motion? 
 

The following roll call was recorded: 
 

YEAS–193 
 
Adolph Fichter Maitland Sainato 
Allen Fleagle Major Samuelson 
Argall Flick Manderino Santoni 
Armstrong Forcier Mann Sather 
Baker Frankel Markosek Saylor 
Baldwin Freeman Marsico Scavello 
Barrar Gabig McCall Semmel 
Bastian Gannon McGill Shaner 
Bebko-Jones Geist McIlhattan Shapiro 
Belardi George McIlhinney Siptroth 
Belfanti Gerber McNaughton Smith, B. 
Beyer Gergely Melio Smith, S. H. 
Biancucci Gillespie Metcalfe Solobay 
 

Birmelin Gingrich Micozzie Sonney 
Blackwell Godshall Millard Staback 
Blaum Good Miller, R. Stairs 
Boyd Goodman Miller, S. Steil 
Bunt Grell Mundy Stern 
Buxton Grucela Mustio Stetler 
Caltagirone Gruitza Myers Stevenson, R. 
Cappelli Haluska Nailor Stevenson, T. 
Casorio Hanna Nickol Sturla 
Causer Harhai O’Brien Surra 
Cawley Harhart Oliver Tangretti 
Civera Harper O’Neill Taylor, E. Z. 
Clymer Harris Pallone Taylor, J. 
Cohen Hasay Parker Thomas 
Cornell Hennessey Payne Tigue 
Corrigan Herman Petrarca True 
Costa Hershey Petri Turzai 
Crahalla Hess Petrone Veon 
Creighton Hickernell Phillips Vitali 
Curry Hutchinson Pickett Walko 
Daley James Pistella Wansacz 
Dally Kauffman Preston Waters 
DeLuca Keller, M. Pyle Watson 
Denlinger Keller, W. Quigley Wheatley 
Dermody Kenney Ramaley Williams 
DeWeese Killion Rapp Wilt 
DiGirolamo Kirkland Raymond Wojnaroski 
Diven Kotik Readshaw Wright 
Donatucci LaGrotta Reed Yewcic 
Eachus Leach Reichley Youngblood 
Ellis Lederer Rieger Yudichak 
Evans, D. Leh Roberts Zug 
Evans, J. Lescovitz Roebuck 
Fabrizio Levdansky Ross 
Fairchild Mackereth Rubley Perzel, 
Feese Maher Ruffing     Speaker 
 

NAYS–7 
 
Benninghoff Josephs Rohrer Schroder 
Cruz McGeehan Rooney 
 

NOT VOTING–0 
 

EXCUSED–1 
 
Bishop 
 

The majority having voted in the affirmative, the question 
was determined in the affirmative and the motion was agreed to. 
 

On the question recurring, 
 Will the House agree to the amendment? 
 

The clerk read the following amendment No. A06264: 

Amend Title, page 1, lines 31 through 33 (A06145), by striking 
out “and for submission of” in line 31, all of line 32 and “class; further 
providing” in line 33 and inserting 
 criminal history background investigations, for 

submission of fingerprints and 
 Amend Sec. 17, page 44, lines 26 through 32 (A06145), by 
striking out all of said lines 
 Amend Sec. 18, page 44, line 33 (A06145), by striking out “18” 
and inserting 
 17 
 Amend Sec. 19, page 45, line 25 (A06145), by striking out “19” 
and inserting 
 18 
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Amend Sec. 20, page 45, line 28 (A06145), by striking out “20” 
and inserting 
 19 
 Amend Sec. 21, page 45, line 34 (A06145), by striking out “21” 
and inserting 
 20 
 

On the question recurring, 
 Will the House agree to the amendment? 
 

The following roll call was recorded: 
 

YEAS–12 
 
Bebko-Jones Freeman Petrarca Schroder 
Clymer Leach Rohrer Shapiro 
Forcier McIlhinney Samuelson Yewcic 
 

NAYS–187 
 
Adolph Feese Maitland Rubley 
Allen Fichter Major Ruffing 
Argall Fleagle Manderino Sainato 
Armstrong Flick Mann Santoni 
Baker Frankel Markosek Sather 
Baldwin Gabig Marsico Saylor 
Barrar Gannon McCall Scavello 
Bastian Geist McGeehan Semmel 
Belardi George McGill Shaner 
Belfanti Gerber McIlhattan Siptroth 
Benninghoff Gergely McNaughton Smith, B. 
Beyer Gillespie Melio Smith, S. H. 
Biancucci Gingrich Metcalfe Solobay 
Birmelin Godshall Micozzie Sonney 
Blackwell Good Millard Staback 
Blaum Goodman Miller, R. Stairs 
Boyd Grell Miller, S. Steil 
Bunt Grucela Mundy Stern 
Buxton Gruitza Mustio Stetler 
Caltagirone Haluska Myers Stevenson, R. 
Cappelli Hanna Nailor Stevenson, T. 
Casorio Harhai Nickol Sturla 
Causer Harhart O’Brien Surra 
Cawley Harper Oliver Tangretti 
Civera Harris O’Neill Taylor, E. Z. 
Cohen Hasay Pallone Taylor, J. 
Cornell Hennessey Parker Thomas 
Corrigan Herman Payne Tigue 
Costa Hershey Petri True 
Crahalla Hess Petrone Turzai 
Creighton Hickernell Phillips Veon 
Cruz Hutchinson Pickett Vitali 
Curry James Pistella Walko 
Daley Josephs Preston Wansacz 
Dally Kauffman Pyle Waters 
DeLuca Keller, M. Quigley Watson 
Denlinger Keller, W. Ramaley Wheatley 
Dermody Kenney Rapp Williams 
DeWeese Killion Raymond Wilt 
DiGirolamo Kirkland Readshaw Wojnaroski 
Diven Kotik Reed Wright 
Donatucci LaGrotta Reichley Youngblood 
Eachus Leh Rieger Yudichak 
Ellis Lescovitz Roberts Zug 
Evans, D. Levdansky Roebuck 
Evans, J. Mackereth Rooney Perzel, 
Fabrizio Maher Ross     Speaker 
Fairchild 
 

NOT VOTING–1 
 
Lederer 
 

EXCUSED–1 
 
Bishop 
 

Less than the majority having voted in the affirmative, the 
question was determined in the negative and the amendment 
was not agreed to. 
 

The SPEAKER. Mr. Vitali, each and every time you have 
stood to be recognized, I have tried to recognize you. Now, 
sitting at your seat and waving does not constitute recognition. 
The rules specifically say you should be at that microphone 
asking for recognition, and that is what they say, Mr. Vitali, not 
in your seat waving a hand, which I could not see, nor did the 
Parliamentarian. 
 

On the question recurring, 
 Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration as 
amended? 
 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is ready to go to the late-filed 
amendments, unless there was another amendment timely filed 
which we have missed. 
 

The gentleman, Mr. Wheatley, moves for an immediate 
suspension of the rules for consideration of amendment A— 
 The House will be at ease. 

MOTION TO SUSPEND RULES 

The SPEAKER. It is moved by the gentleman, Mr. Gannon, 
that the rules of the House be suspended for consideration of 
amendment 6831. 
 

On the question, 
 Will the House agree to the motion? 
 

The SPEAKER. On that question, on the suspension, yes, 
Mr. Vitali. 
 Mr. VITALI. Mr. Speaker, is there a way to get a sense for 
what we are voting on suspending? 
 The SPEAKER. The gentleman, Mr. Gannon, can give a 
brief explanation. 
 

MOTION PASSED OVER TEMPORARILY 
 

The SPEAKER. It is our indication that the gentleman,  
Mr. Gannon, is in the restroom, so we will skip that over for 
right now. 
 

On the question recurring, 
 Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration as 
amended? 

RULES SUSPENDED 

The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the gentleman,  
Mr. Wheatley. 
 Mr. WHEATLEY. Mr. Speaker, I move that the rules of the 
House be suspended for amendment A06330. 
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On the question, 
 Will the House agree to the motion? 
 

The SPEAKER. Mr. Wheatley, would you please give a brief 
explanation of what is in the amendment. 
 Mr. Wheatley. 
 Mr. WHEATLEY. Thank you. 
 Mr. Speaker, this amendment would essentially increase  
the formula. Right now currently, under the current law, all  
14 licenses contribute to a compulsive gaming account, and 
currently all 14 would contribute up to $1.5 million. This simply 
changes the formula, so that increases from $1.5 million to  
$4 million for the entire State to help our citizens that may 
possibly have problems of addiction in gaming. 
 The SPEAKER. Mr. Clymer, that was just for a brief 
explanation for the suspension of the rules. 
 

On the question recurring, 
 Will the House agree to the motion? 
 

The following roll call was recorded: 
 

YEAS–191 
 
Adolph Feese Manderino Samuelson 
Allen Fichter Mann Santoni 
Argall Fleagle Markosek Sather 
Armstrong Flick Marsico Saylor 
Baker Forcier McCall Scavello 
Baldwin Frankel McGeehan Schroder 
Bastian Freeman McGill Semmel 
Bebko-Jones Gannon McIlhattan Shaner 
Belardi Geist McIlhinney Shapiro 
Belfanti George Melio Siptroth 
Benninghoff Gerber Micozzie Smith, B. 
Beyer Gergely Millard Smith, S. H. 
Biancucci Gillespie Miller, R. Solobay 
Birmelin Gingrich Miller, S. Sonney 
Blackwell Godshall Mundy Staback 
Blaum Good Mustio Stairs 
Boyd Goodman Myers Steil 
Bunt Grucela Nailor Stern 
Buxton Gruitza Nickol Stetler 
Caltagirone Haluska O’Brien Stevenson, R. 
Cappelli Hanna Oliver Stevenson, T. 
Casorio Harhai O’Neill Sturla 
Causer Harhart Pallone Surra 
Cawley Harper Parker Tangretti 
Civera Harris Payne Taylor, E. Z. 
Clymer Hasay Petrarca Taylor, J. 
Cohen Hennessey Petri Thomas 
Cornell Herman Petrone Tigue 
Corrigan Hershey Phillips True 
Costa Hess Pickett Turzai 
Crahalla Hickernell Pistella Veon 
Creighton James Preston Vitali 
Cruz Josephs Pyle Walko 
Curry Keller, W. Quigley Wansacz 
Daley Kenney Ramaley Waters 
Dally Killion Raymond Watson 
DeLuca Kirkland Readshaw Wheatley 
Denlinger Kotik Reed Williams 
Dermody LaGrotta Reichley Wilt 
DeWeese Leach Rieger Wojnaroski 
DiGirolamo Lederer Roberts Wright 
Diven Leh Roebuck Yewcic 
Donatucci Lescovitz Rohrer Youngblood 
Eachus Levdansky Rooney Yudichak 
Ellis Mackereth Ross Zug 
Evans, D. Maher Rubley 
 

Evans, J. Maitland Ruffing Perzel, 
Fabrizio Major Sainato     Speaker 
Fairchild 
 

NAYS–9 
 
Barrar Hutchinson Keller, M. Metcalfe 
Gabig Kauffman McNaughton Rapp 
Grell 
 

NOT VOTING–0 
 

EXCUSED–1 
 
Bishop 
 

A majority of the members required by the rules having 
voted in the affirmative, the question was determined in the 
affirmative and the motion was agreed to. 
 

On the question recurring, 
 Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration as 
amended? 
 

Mr. WHEATLEY offered the following amendment No. 
A06330: 
 

Amend Sec. 9, page 30, lines 44  and 45 (A06145), by striking 
out all of said lines and inserting 
 Section 9.  Section 1408(a) and (e) of Title 4 are amended and 
the section is amended by adding a subsection to read: 
 Amend Sec. 9 (Sec. 1408), page 30, by inserting between  
lines 46 and 47 (A06145) 
 (a)  Transfer for compulsive problem gambling treatment.–Each 
year, the sum of [$1,500,000] $4,000,000 or an amount equal to [.001] 
.003 multiplied by the total gross terminal revenue of all active and 
operating licensed gaming entities, whichever is greater, shall be 
transferred into the Compulsive and Problem Gambling Treatment 
Fund established in section 1509 (relating to compulsive and problem 
gambling program). 
 Amend Sec. 10, page 30, line 59 (A06145), by striking out 
“1509(d)” and inserting 
 1509(a), (b) and (d) 
 Amend Sec. 10 (Sec. 1509), page 31, by inserting between  
lines 2 and 3 (A06145) 
 (a)  Establishment of program.–The Department of Health, in 
consultation with organizations similar to the Mid-Atlantic Addiction 
Training Institute, shall develop program guidelines for public 
education, awareness and training regarding compulsive and problem 
gambling and the treatment and prevention of compulsive and problem 
gambling. The guidelines shall include strategies for the prevention of 
compulsive and problem gambling. The Department of Health may 
collaborate with the board and licensed gaming entities to develop such 
strategies. The program shall include: 
 (1)  Maintenance of a compulsive gamblers assistance 

organization’s toll-free problem gambling telephone number to 
provide crisis counseling and referral services to families 
experiencing difficulty as a result of problem or compulsive 
gambling. 

 (2)  The promotion of public awareness regarding the 
recognition and prevention of problem or compulsive gambling. 

 (3)  Facilitation, through in-service training and other 
means, of the availability of effective assistance programs for 
problem and compulsive gamblers and family members affected 
by problem and compulsive gambling. 
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(4)  Conducting studies to identify adults and juveniles in 
this Commonwealth who are or are at risk of becoming problem 
or compulsive gamblers. 

 (5)  Providing grants to and contracting with 
organizations which provide services as set forth in this section. 

 (6)  Providing reimbursement for organizations for 
reasonable expenses in assisting the Department of Health in 
carrying out the purposes of this section. 

 (b)  Compulsive and Problem Gambling Treatment Fund.–There 
is hereby established in the State Treasury a special fund to be known 
as the Compulsive and Problem Gambling Treatment Fund. All 
moneys in the fund shall be expended for programs for the prevention 
and treatment of gambling addiction and other emotional and 
behavioral problems associated with or related to gambling addiction
and for the administration of the compulsive and problem gambling 
program. The fund shall consist of money annually allocated to it from 
the annual payment established under section 1408 (relating to 
transfers from State Gaming Fund), money which may be allocated by 
the board, interest earnings on moneys in the fund and any other 
contributions, payments or deposits which may be made to the fund.  
 

On the question, 
 Will the House agree to the amendment? 
 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has immediately before it 
amendment A6330. 
 On that question, does the gentleman, Mr. Clymer, wish to 
be recognized? 
 Mr. CLYMER. Yes. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I join with my colleague on the other side of 
the aisle in support of this amendment. He has asked in a 
fashion that is very responsible to increase the addiction money 
from $1.5 million to $4 million, and that makes a lot of sense, 
and I would ask members to also support the amendment. 
 The SPEAKER. The House will be at ease. 
 

AMENDMENT PASSED OVER TEMPORARILY 
 

The SPEAKER. Amendment 6330 is over temporarily. 

VOTE CORRECTION 

The SPEAKER. For what purpose does the gentleman,  
Mr. Maher, rise? 
 Mr. MAHER. Mr. Speaker, would it be appropriate to 
correct the record? 
 The SPEAKER. The gentleman is in order. 
 Mr. MAHER. On amendment 6264 I was recorded in the 
negative. I wish to be recorded in the affirmative. 
 The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 
 The gentleman’s remarks will be spread across the record. 
 Mr. MAHER. Thank you. 

CONSIDERATION OF SB 862 CONTINUED 

On the question recurring, 
 Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration as 
amended? 
 

The SPEAKER. The Chair returns to amendment A6330, the 
Wheatley amendment. 
 

On the question recurring, 
 Will the House agree to the amendment? 
 

The following roll call was recorded: 
 

YEAS–200 
 
Adolph Fichter Major Ruffing 
Allen Fleagle Manderino Sainato 
Argall Flick Mann Samuelson 
Armstrong Forcier Markosek Santoni 
Baker Frankel Marsico Sather 
Baldwin Freeman McCall Saylor 
Barrar Gabig McGeehan Scavello 
Bastian Gannon McGill Schroder 
Bebko-Jones Geist McIlhattan Semmel 
Belardi George McIlhinney Shaner 
Belfanti Gerber McNaughton Shapiro 
Benninghoff Gergely Melio Siptroth 
Beyer Gillespie Metcalfe Smith, B. 
Biancucci Gingrich Micozzie Smith, S. H. 
Birmelin Godshall Millard Solobay 
Blackwell Good Miller, R. Sonney 
Blaum Goodman Miller, S. Staback 
Boyd Grell Mundy Stairs 
Bunt Grucela Mustio Steil 
Buxton Gruitza Myers Stern 
Caltagirone Haluska Nailor Stetler 
Cappelli Hanna Nickol Stevenson, R. 
Casorio Harhai O’Brien Stevenson, T. 
Causer Harhart Oliver Sturla 
Cawley Harper O’Neill Surra 
Civera Harris Pallone Tangretti 
Clymer Hasay Parker Taylor, E. Z. 
Cohen Hennessey Payne Taylor, J. 
Cornell Herman Petrarca Thomas 
Corrigan Hershey Petri Tigue 
Costa Hess Petrone True 
Crahalla Hickernell Phillips Turzai 
Creighton Hutchinson Pickett Veon 
Cruz James Pistella Vitali 
Curry Josephs Preston Walko 
Daley Kauffman Pyle Wansacz 
Dally Keller, M. Quigley Waters 
DeLuca Keller, W. Ramaley Watson 
Denlinger Kenney Rapp Wheatley 
Dermody Killion Raymond Williams 
DeWeese Kirkland Readshaw Wilt 
DiGirolamo Kotik Reed Wojnaroski 
Diven LaGrotta Reichley Wright 
Donatucci Leach Rieger Yewcic 
Eachus Lederer Roberts Youngblood 
Ellis Leh Roebuck Yudichak 
Evans, D. Lescovitz Rohrer Zug 
Evans, J. Levdansky Rooney 
Fabrizio Mackereth Ross 
Fairchild Maher Rubley Perzel, 
Feese Maitland      Speaker 
 

NAYS–0 
 

NOT VOTING–0 
 

EXCUSED–1 
 
Bishop 
 

The majority having voted in the affirmative, the question 
was determined in the affirmative and the amendment was 
agreed to. 
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On the question recurring, 
 Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration as 
amended? 
 

The SPEAKER. For what purpose does the gentleman,  
Mr. Cawley, rise? 
 Mr. CAWLEY. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I believe I have an amendment that was filed 
on time. 
 The SPEAKER. Would the gentleman send a copy up to the 
desk. 
 Mr. CAWLEY. Yes. 

RULES SUSPENDED 

The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the gentleman,  
Mr. Gannon. 
 Mr. GANNON. Mr. Speaker, I move for a suspension of the 
rules for immediate consideration of amendment 6831. 
 

On the question, 
 Will the House agree to the motion? 
 

The SPEAKER. On that question, the gentleman, Mr. Vitali, 
asks for a brief— The gentleman waives off. 
 

On the question recurring, 
 Will the House agree to the motion? 
 

The following roll call was recorded: 
 

YEAS–199 
 
Adolph Fichter Maitland Rubley 
Allen Fleagle Major Ruffing 
Argall Flick Manderino Sainato 
Armstrong Forcier Mann Samuelson 
Baker Frankel Markosek Santoni 
Baldwin Freeman Marsico Sather 
Barrar Gabig McCall Saylor 
Bastian Gannon McGeehan Scavello 
Bebko-Jones Geist McGill Semmel 
Belardi George McIlhattan Shaner 
Belfanti Gerber McIlhinney Shapiro 
Benninghoff Gergely McNaughton Siptroth 
Beyer Gillespie Melio Smith, B. 
Biancucci Gingrich Metcalfe Smith, S. H. 
Birmelin Godshall Micozzie Solobay 
Blackwell Good Millard Sonney 
Blaum Goodman Miller, R. Staback 
Boyd Grell Miller, S. Stairs 
Bunt Grucela Mundy Steil 
Buxton Gruitza Mustio Stern 
Caltagirone Haluska Myers Stetler 
Cappelli Hanna Nailor Stevenson, R. 
Casorio Harhai Nickol Stevenson, T. 
Causer Harhart O’Brien Sturla 
Cawley Harper Oliver Surra 
Civera Harris O’Neill Tangretti 
Clymer Hasay Pallone Taylor, E. Z. 
Cohen Hennessey Parker Taylor, J. 
Cornell Herman Payne Thomas 
Corrigan Hershey Petrarca Tigue 
Costa Hess Petri True 
Crahalla Hickernell Petrone Turzai 
Creighton Hutchinson Phillips Veon 
Cruz James Pickett Vitali 
Curry Josephs Pistella Walko 
Daley Kauffman Preston Wansacz 

Dally Keller, M. Pyle Waters 
DeLuca Keller, W. Quigley Watson 
Denlinger Kenney Ramaley Wheatley 
Dermody Killion Rapp Williams 
DeWeese Kirkland Raymond Wilt 
DiGirolamo Kotik Readshaw Wojnaroski 
Diven LaGrotta Reed Wright 
Donatucci Leach Reichley Yewcic 
Eachus Lederer Rieger Youngblood 
Ellis Leh Roberts Yudichak 
Evans, D. Lescovitz Roebuck Zug 
Evans, J. Levdansky Rohrer 
Fabrizio Mackereth Rooney Perzel, 
Fairchild Maher Ross     Speaker 
Feese 
 

NAYS–1 
 
Schroder 
 

NOT VOTING–0 
 

EXCUSED–1 
 
Bishop 
 

A majority of the members required by the rules having 
voted in the affirmative, the question was determined in the 
affirmative and the motion was agreed to. 
 

On the question recurring, 
 Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration as 
amended? 
 

Mr. GANNON offered the following amendment No. 
A06831: 
 

Amend Sec. 1, page 2, line 1 (A06145), by striking out  
“ “applicant” and “controlling interest” ” and inserting 
 “applicant,” “controlling interest” and “gross 

terminal revenue” 
 Amend Sec. 1 (Sec. 1103), page 2, by inserting between lines 52 
and 53 (A06145) 
 “Gross terminal revenue.”  The total of cash or cash equivalent
wagers received by a slot machine minus the total of: 
 (1)  Cash or cash equivalents paid out to patrons as a 

result of playing a slot machine which are paid to patrons either 
manually or paid out by the slot machine. 

 (2)  Cash paid to purchase annuities to fund prizes 
payable to patrons over a period of time as a result of playing a 
slot machine. 

 (3)  Any personal property distributed to a patron as the 
result of playing a slot machine. This does not include travel 
expenses, food, refreshments, lodging or services. 

The term does not include counterfeit money or tokens, coins or 
currency of other countries which are received in slot machines, except 
to the extent that they are readily convertible to United States currency, 
cash taken in fraudulent acts perpetrated against a slot machine licensee 
for which the licensee is not reimbursed or cash received as entry fees 
for contests or tournaments in which the patrons compete for prizes. 
 Amend Sec. 1 (Sec. 1103), page 3, by inserting between lines 43 
and 44 (A06145) 
 “Registrant.”  A person issued a registration pursuant to this part.

* * *
Amend Sec. 4 (Sec. 1202), page 16, line 24 (A06145), by 

striking out “alcoholic” and inserting 
 liquor and malt and brewed
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Amend Sec. 7.2 (Sec. 1317.1), page 27, by inserting between 
lines 28 and 29 (A06145) 
 (3)  No person issued a license under this section shall 

apply for or be issued a license under section 1317 (relating to 
supplier licenses).
Amend Sec. 8.1, page 28, lines 31 through 33 (A06145), by 

striking out all of said lines and inserting 
 Section 8.1.  Section 1403(c)(2)(i)(E), (ii)(E), (F) and (G), 
(iii)(E) and (F) and (iv) and (3)(v) of Title 4 are amended and the 
paragraph (3) is amended by adding subparagraphs to read: 
 Amend Sec. 8.1 (Sec. 1403), page 28, line 43 (A06145), by 
striking out all of said line and inserting 
 (i)  If the licensed facility is a Category 1 

licensed facility that is located at a harness racetrack and 
the county, including a home rule county, in which the 
licensed facility is located is: 

 * * *
(E)  A county of the fourth class:  2% of 

the gross terminal revenue from each such 
licensed facility shall be deposited into a 
restricted account established in the Department 
of Community and Economic Development to be 
used exclusively for grants to the county, to 
economic development authorities [or 
organizations within the county] or 
redevelopment authorities within the county for 
grants for economic development projects, job 
training, community improvement projects, other 
projects in the public interest and reasonable 
administrative costs. Notwithstanding the 
provisions of the act of February 9, 1999 (P.L.1, 
No.1), known as the Capital Facilities Debt 
Enabling Act, grants made under this clause may 
be utilized as local matching funds for other 
grants or loans from the Commonwealth. 

 * * *
Amend Sec. 8.1 (Sec. 1403), page 28, by inserting between  

lines 48 and 49 (A06145) 
 (E)  A county of the fourth class:  2% of 

the gross terminal revenue from each such 
licensed facility shall be deposited into a 
restricted account established in the Department 
of Community and Economic Development to be 
used exclusively for grants to the county, to 
economic development authorities [or 
organizations within the county] or 
redevelopment authorities within the county for 
grants for economic development projects, 
community improvement projects, job training, 
other projects in the public interest and 
reasonable administrative costs. Notwithstanding 
the Capital Facilities Debt Enabling Act, grants 
made under this clause may be utilized as local 
matching funds for other grants or loans from the 
Commonwealth. 

 Amend Sec. 8.1 (Sec. 1403), page 29, by inserting between  
lines 4 and 5 (A06145) 
 (E)  A county of the fourth class:  2% of 

the gross terminal revenue from each such 
licensed facility shall be deposited into a 
restricted account established in the Department 
of Community and Economic Development to be 
used exclusively for grants to the county, to 
economic development authorities [or 
organizations within the county] or 
redevelopment authorities within the county for 
grants for economic development projects, 
community improvement projects, job training, 

other projects in the public interest and 
reasonable administrative costs. Notwithstanding 
the Capital Facilities Debt Enabling Act, grants 
made under this clause may be utilized as local 
matching funds for other grants or loans from the 
Commonwealth. 

 Amend Sec. 8.1 (Sec. 1403), page 29, line 11 (A06145), by 
inserting a bracket before “or” 
 Amend Sec. 8.1 (Sec. 1403), page 29, line 12 (A06145), by 
striking out the bracket before “or” 
 Amend Sec. 8.1 (Sec. 1403), page 29, by inserting between  
lines 22 and 23 (A06145) 
 (iv)  If the facility is a Category 3 licensed 

facility, 2% of the gross terminal revenue from each such 
licensed facility shall be deposited into a restricted 
account established in the Department of Community and 
Economic Development to be used exclusively for grants 
to the county, to economic development authorities [or 
organizations within the county] or redevelopment 
authorities within the county for grants for economic 
development projects and community improvement 
projects. 

 * * *
Amend Sec. 8.1 (Sec. 1403), page 29, line 28 (A06145), by 

inserting a bracket before “(v)” 
 Amend Sec. 8.1 (Sec. 1403), page 29, lines 46 and 47 (A06145), 
by striking out “to the county where the licensed facility is located for 
allocation”

Amend Sec. 8.1 (Sec. 1403), page 29, line 48 (A06145), by 
striking out the bracket before “based” 
 Amend Sec. 8.1 (Sec. 1403), page 29, lines 49 through 53 
(A06145), by striking out “] if paragraph (2) provides for” in line 49, 
all of lines 50 through 52 and “in accordance with paragraph (2)(v).” in 
line 53 
 Amend Sec. 8.1 (Sec. 1403), page 29, line 58 (A06145), by 
inserting a bracket after “municipality.” 
 Amend Sec. 8.1 (Sec. 1403), page 29, by inserting between  
lines 58 and 59 (A06145) 
 (v.1)  To a township of the second class hosting a 

licensed facility or facilities, other than a Category 3 
licensed facility, 2% of the gross terminal revenue or 
$10,000,000 annually, whichever is greater, of all 
licensed facilities located in the township. In the event 
that the revenues generated by the 2% do not meet the 
$10,000,000 minimum specified in this subparagraph, the 
licensed gaming entity operating the licensed facility or 
facilities in the township shall remit the difference to the 
municipality.

Amend Sec. 15 (Sec. 1519), page 43, line 14 (A06145), by 
inserting after “licensee’s”

security
Amend Sec. 15 (Sec. 1519), page 43, line 20 (A06145), by 

striking out “or off the premises” and inserting 
 the premises of the licensed facility

On the question, 
 Will the House agree to the amendment? 
 

The SPEAKER. On that question, Mr. Gannon. 
 Mr. GANNON. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, this amendment addresses the issue of the local 
municipality’s share of proceeds in second-class counties; 
excuse me, townships. I am sorry, Mr. Speaker; second-class 
townships. 
 

On the question recurring, 
 Will the House agree to the amendment? 
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(Members proceeded to vote.) 
 

Mr. DeWEESE. Mr. Speaker, is the amendment number 
correct? 
 The SPEAKER. 6831? It is correct. 
 

On the question recurring, 
 Will the House agree to the amendment? 
 

The following roll call was recorded: 
 

YEAS–200 
 
Adolph Fichter Major Ruffing 
Allen Fleagle Manderino Sainato 
Argall Flick Mann Samuelson 
Armstrong Forcier Markosek Santoni 
Baker Frankel Marsico Sather 
Baldwin Freeman McCall Saylor 
Barrar Gabig McGeehan Scavello 
Bastian Gannon McGill Schroder 
Bebko-Jones Geist McIlhattan Semmel 
Belardi George McIlhinney Shaner 
Belfanti Gerber McNaughton Shapiro 
Benninghoff Gergely Melio Siptroth 
Beyer Gillespie Metcalfe Smith, B. 
Biancucci Gingrich Micozzie Smith, S. H. 
Birmelin Godshall Millard Solobay 
Blackwell Good Miller, R. Sonney 
Blaum Goodman Miller, S. Staback 
Boyd Grell Mundy Stairs 
Bunt Grucela Mustio Steil 
Buxton Gruitza Myers Stern 
Caltagirone Haluska Nailor Stetler 
Cappelli Hanna Nickol Stevenson, R. 
Casorio Harhai O’Brien Stevenson, T. 
Causer Harhart Oliver Sturla 
Cawley Harper O’Neill Surra 
Civera Harris Pallone Tangretti 
Clymer Hasay Parker Taylor, E. Z. 
Cohen Hennessey Payne Taylor, J. 
Cornell Herman Petrarca Thomas 
Corrigan Hershey Petri Tigue 
Costa Hess Petrone True 
Crahalla Hickernell Phillips Turzai 
Creighton Hutchinson Pickett Veon 
Cruz James Pistella Vitali 
Curry Josephs Preston Walko 
Daley Kauffman Pyle Wansacz 
Dally Keller, M. Quigley Waters 
DeLuca Keller, W. Ramaley Watson 
Denlinger Kenney Rapp Wheatley 
Dermody Killion Raymond Williams 
DeWeese Kirkland Readshaw Wilt 
DiGirolamo Kotik Reed Wojnaroski 
Diven LaGrotta Reichley Wright 
Donatucci Leach Rieger Yewcic 
Eachus Lederer Roberts Youngblood 
Ellis Leh Roebuck Yudichak 
Evans, D. Lescovitz Rohrer Zug 
Evans, J. Levdansky Rooney 
Fabrizio Mackereth Ross 
Fairchild Maher Rubley Perzel, 
Feese Maitland      Speaker 
 

NAYS–0 
 

NOT VOTING–0 
 

EXCUSED–1 
 
Bishop 

 The majority having voted in the affirmative, the question 
was determined in the affirmative and the amendment was 
agreed to. 
 

On the question recurring, 
 Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration as 
amended? 
 

The SPEAKER. Mr. Cawley, your amendment is out of 
order because it is to the bill prior to the Gannon amendment 
going into the bill. 
 The Chair recognizes the gentleman, Mr. Cawley. 
 Mr. CAWLEY. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, was that filed on time, the amendment? 
 The SPEAKER. It was filed on time, but it is to the bill prior 
to the Gannon amendment going in. The Gannon amendment 
gutted the bill, so yours is no longer pertinent to the bill. 
 Mr. CAWLEY. So there is nothing, no motion I can make to 
offer that amendment? 
 The SPEAKER. Unfortunately, no. 
 Mr. CAWLEY. Just a comment, Mr. Speaker. 
 I have been working on this with Representative Belardi for 
some time now. We have been chastised in the newspapers 
because of the wage tax in Scranton. All that amendment did – 
and I would hope that if I am unsuccessful tonight, that if this 
goes to conference, that this could be inserted into the final 
passage on what we are going to vote on – it would not take 
money from anyone. It would just allow the school district, 
because of the high wage tax in the city of Scranton, it would 
allow the Scranton School District, it would enable them to 
decide how they are going to divide the money. For instance, 
they could say we are going to drop the property taxes  
90 percent with the money and we are going to drop the wage 
tax 10 percent because of the 3.4-percent wage tax in the city. 
 I would hope, Mr. Speaker, and our leadership is aware of 
this – I did not know the Gannon amendment would put me in 
this adverse position – but I would hope that we could get this 
in the bill because it is very important to the people that live in 
the city. 
 The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 
 Mr. CAWLEY. Thank you. 
 

On the question recurring, 
 Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration as 
amended? 

AMENDMENT A06264 RECONSIDERED 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has before it an immediate 
reconsideration motion on amendment No. A6264 to SB 862, 
that the vote by which it was defeated on the 14th day of  
March 2006 be reconsidered, signed by the gentlelady,  
Kathy Manderino. 
 

On the question, 
 Will the House agree to the motion? 
 

The SPEAKER. On that question, the Chair recognizes the 
gentleman, Mr. Smith. 
 Mr. S. SMITH. Mr. Speaker, I rise to oppose the motion for 
reconsideration. 
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We have been going back and forth on this bill for quite 
some time. This motion to reconsider affects an amendment that 
has already been considered twice, I believe, Mr. Speaker, and  
I am afraid that that ball can just keep bouncing back and forth. 
 At this point, Mr. Speaker, in order for us to go to final 
passage – I believe that is the next business which would be in 
order – that we should vote to not reconsider this amendment 
for the third time and proceed to final passage. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the gentlelady,  
Ms. Manderino. 
 Ms. MANDERINO. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I think we can do this quickly, and I would just ask all 
members to let the chamber get their vote since we know that 
the vote that will be part of the record is the actual vote on the 
amendment. 
 I feel personally responsible. I was trying to get to the mike 
to speak on that amendment, and when I could not get to the 
mike and could not get recognized, I erroneously asked my 
members to vote “no” when I meant to ask them to vote “yes.” 
That has put members, particularly from the city of 
Philadelphia, in the unenviable position that I do not think 
anyone would want to be in, to have their vote on such an 
important amendment to be erroneously recorded because of a 
mistake. 
 I am not twisting arms to change anybody’s mind about how 
they want to vote on the substance of the amendment. I just ask 
you, please, if you were in this position, you would want your 
vote recorded on the record the proper way. Please vote “yes.” 
Allow us the motion to reconsider. If the motion to reconsider 
passes, I do not expect there to be any debate on it after that.  
I would just ask that those from Philadelphia, since this is the 
Philadelphia preemption language, that once we get the  
“yes” on reconsideration, that you vote “yes” on the actual 
amendment so that your vote is recorded, and I would really 
appreciate – I think we can do it without debate – but a “yes” on 
reconsideration could then lead to an immediate vote on the 
amendment itself. Philadelphians, you will probably want to be 
a “yes.” I do not, quite frankly, care whether other people go 
“yes” or “no.” I would really appreciate this opportunity to set 
the record straight. 
 The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentlelady. 
 The Chair recognizes the gentleman, Mr. Clymer. 
 Mr. CLYMER. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I share the comments of my colleague from Philadelphia and 
ask members to vote for reconsideration of 6264. Thank you. 
 The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 
 The Chair recognizes the gentleman, Mr. Cohen. 
 Mr. DeWEESE. Mr. Speaker? 
 The SPEAKER. Mr. DeWeese. 
 Mr. DeWEESE. The gentlelady from Philadelphia makes a 
very valid point. The Philadelphia delegation, in the heat of the 
debate, many of them voted incorrectly. They would like to 
change the vote. I would ask that our members not debate it any 
further. The Republicans have indicated as a matter of courtesy 
they would allow. 
 We had a reconsideration. We had a handshake a little while 
ago on Gannon reconsideration and Wheatley reconsideration. 
That was cemented. They do not have to live up to this, but they 
have been very gentlemanly, and I would ask that there be no 
debate, that the gentlelady get her request. We have to vote  
one more time. We could do it in 60 seconds. 

 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the majority leader, 
the gentleman, Mr. Smith. 
 Mr. S. SMITH. I will acquiesce to your request, Mr. Speaker. 
I will support the motion for reconsideration with the hopes that 
there will be no further debate, since it has been debated twice 
already. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 

On the question recurring, 
 Will the House agree to the motion? 
 

The following roll call was recorded: 
 

YEAS–200 
 
Adolph Fichter Major Ruffing 
Allen Fleagle Manderino Sainato 
Argall Flick Mann Samuelson 
Armstrong Forcier Markosek Santoni 
Baker Frankel Marsico Sather 
Baldwin Freeman McCall Saylor 
Barrar Gabig McGeehan Scavello 
Bastian Gannon McGill Schroder 
Bebko-Jones Geist McIlhattan Semmel 
Belardi George McIlhinney Shaner 
Belfanti Gerber McNaughton Shapiro 
Benninghoff Gergely Melio Siptroth 
Beyer Gillespie Metcalfe Smith, B. 
Biancucci Gingrich Micozzie Smith, S. H. 
Birmelin Godshall Millard Solobay 
Blackwell Good Miller, R. Sonney 
Blaum Goodman Miller, S. Staback 
Boyd Grell Mundy Stairs 
Bunt Grucela Mustio Steil 
Buxton Gruitza Myers Stern 
Caltagirone Haluska Nailor Stetler 
Cappelli Hanna Nickol Stevenson, R. 
Casorio Harhai O’Brien Stevenson, T. 
Causer Harhart Oliver Sturla 
Cawley Harper O’Neill Surra 
Civera Harris Pallone Tangretti 
Clymer Hasay Parker Taylor, E. Z. 
Cohen Hennessey Payne Taylor, J. 
Cornell Herman Petrarca Thomas 
Corrigan Hershey Petri Tigue 
Costa Hess Petrone True 
Crahalla Hickernell Phillips Turzai 
Creighton Hutchinson Pickett Veon 
Cruz James Pistella Vitali 
Curry Josephs Preston Walko 
Daley Kauffman Pyle Wansacz 
Dally Keller, M. Quigley Waters 
DeLuca Keller, W. Ramaley Watson 
Denlinger Kenney Rapp Wheatley 
Dermody Killion Raymond Williams 
DeWeese Kirkland Readshaw Wilt 
DiGirolamo Kotik Reed Wojnaroski 
Diven LaGrotta Reichley Wright 
Donatucci Leach Rieger Yewcic 
Eachus Lederer Roberts Youngblood 
Ellis Leh Roebuck Yudichak 
Evans, D. Lescovitz Rohrer Zug 
Evans, J. Levdansky Rooney 
Fabrizio Mackereth Ross 
Fairchild Maher Rubley Perzel, 
Feese Maitland      Speaker 
 

NAYS–0 
 

NOT VOTING–0 
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EXCUSED–1 
 
Bishop 
 

The majority having voted in the affirmative, the question 
was determined in the affirmative and the motion was agreed to. 
 

On the question recurring, 
 Will the House agree to the amendment? 
 

The clerk read the following amendment No. A06264: 
 

Amend Title, page 1, lines 31 through 33 (A06145), by striking 
out “and for submission of” in line 31, all of line 32 and “class; further 
providing” in line 33 and inserting 
 criminal history background investigations, for 

submission of fingerprints and 
 Amend Sec. 17, page 44, lines 26 through 32 (A06145), by 
striking out all of said lines 
 Amend Sec. 18, page 44, line 33 (A06145), by striking out “18” 
and inserting 
 17 
 Amend Sec. 19, page 45, line 25 (A06145), by striking out “19” 
and inserting 
 18 
 Amend Sec. 20, page 45, line 28 (A06145), by striking out “20” 
and inserting 
 19 
 Amend Sec. 21, page 45, line 34 (A06145), by striking out “21” 
and inserting 
 20 
 

On the question recurring, 
 Will the House agree to the amendment? 
 

The following roll call was recorded: 
 

YEAS–57 
 
Belardi James Myers Staback 
Blackwell Josephs Oliver Stetler 
Clymer Kirkland Pallone Sturla 
Cohen Kotik Parker Surra 
Cruz LaGrotta Preston Tangretti 
Curry Leach Ramaley Thomas 
DeWeese Lederer Rieger Veon 
Donatucci Levdansky Roebuck Vitali 
Evans, D. Maher Rohrer Walko 
Forcier Manderino Rooney Waters 
Freeman McCall Ruffing Wheatley 
George McGeehan Samuelson Williams 
Gerber Melio Schroder Yewcic 
Gergely Mundy Shapiro Youngblood 
Grucela 
 

NAYS–143 
 
Adolph Ellis Killion Reichley 
Allen Evans, J. Leh Roberts 
Argall Fabrizio Lescovitz Ross 
Armstrong Fairchild Mackereth Rubley 
Baker Feese Maitland Sainato 
Baldwin Fichter Major Santoni 
Barrar Fleagle Mann Sather 
Bastian Flick Markosek Saylor 
Bebko-Jones Frankel Marsico Scavello 
Belfanti Gabig McGill Semmel 
Benninghoff Gannon McIlhattan Shaner 
Beyer Geist McIlhinney Siptroth 

Biancucci Gillespie McNaughton Smith, B. 
Birmelin Gingrich Metcalfe Smith, S. H. 
Blaum Godshall Micozzie Solobay 
Boyd Good Millard Sonney 
Bunt Goodman Miller, R. Stairs 
Buxton Grell Miller, S. Steil 
Caltagirone Gruitza Mustio Stern 
Cappelli Haluska Nailor Stevenson, R. 
Casorio Hanna Nickol Stevenson, T. 
Causer Harhai O’Brien Taylor, E. Z. 
Cawley Harhart O’Neill Taylor, J. 
Civera Harper Payne Tigue 
Cornell Harris Petrarca True 
Corrigan Hasay Petri Turzai 
Costa Hennessey Petrone Wansacz 
Crahalla Herman Phillips Watson 
Creighton Hershey Pickett Wilt 
Daley Hess Pistella Wojnaroski 
Dally Hickernell Pyle Wright 
DeLuca Hutchinson Quigley Yudichak 
Denlinger Kauffman Rapp Zug 
Dermody Keller, M. Raymond 
DiGirolamo Keller, W. Readshaw Perzel, 
Diven Kenney Reed     Speaker 
Eachus 
 

NOT VOTING–0 
 

EXCUSED–1 
 
Bishop 
 

Less than the majority having voted in the affirmative, the 
question was determined in the negative and the amendment 
was not agreed to. 
 

On the question recurring, 
 Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration as 
amended? 
 Bill as amended was agreed to. 
 

The SPEAKER. This bill has been considered on three 
different days and agreed to and is now on final passage. 
 The question is, shall the bill pass finally? 

MOTION TO PLACE BILL ON 
FINAL PASSAGE POSTPONED CALENDAR 

The SPEAKER. On that question, the Chair recognizes the 
gentleman, Mr. Vitali. 
 Mr. VITALI. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I rise, actually, to make a motion. 
 The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state his motion. 
 Mr. VITALI. I move that this bill be placed on the final 
passage postponed calendar until it is in print, members get a 
chance to review it, and I move that it be placed on that calendar 
until April 3 at 1 o’clock. 
 

On the question, 
 Will the House agree to the motion? 
 

The SPEAKER. The question is on postpone only. 
 Mr. Vitali. 
 Mr. VITALI. I would like to speak on that motion. I think it 
is debatable. 
 The SPEAKER. The gentleman is in order. 
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Mr. VITALI. Mr. Speaker, we have really done a lot tonight. 
We have had very lengthy amendments. Some have come under 
rules suspension; some have been reconsidered multiple times.  
I think there is some genuine confusion as to the actual contents 
right now of what we are voting on, and the purpose of the final 
passage postpone vote – and this differs from a motion to 
postpone, Mr. Speaker, and I want to make sure the Speaker is 
aware of what I am asking for. I am not asking for a simple 
motion to postpone but final passage postpone, which basically 
means it simply cannot be amended without a rules suspension, 
unlike a normal motion to postpone. I am not asking— 
 The SPEAKER. I hear the gentleman. 
 The motion before the House is to postpone. 
 Mr. VITALI. Okay. And the purpose, really, is to get this 
into print so we can look at this and let it be aired, aired by 
experts— 
 The SPEAKER. Mr. Vitali, the members heard you the first 
time you said that. 
 The gentleman may proceed, but please do not repeat 
yourself. 
 Mr. VITALI. Thank you. That is all I have to say. 
 The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 

PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRY 

The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the gentleman,  
Mr. Belfanti.  
 Mr. BELFANTI. Parliamentary inquiry, Mr. Speaker. 
 The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 
 Mr. BELFANTI. Mr. Speaker, is not the effect of this 
motion, notwithstanding the gentleman from Delaware’s intent, 
would not the effect of this motion allow for the bill when 
brought back up to be further amended and debated? 
 The SPEAKER. There could be a motion to reconsider the 
vote by which it went to final passage, at which time it would be 
amendable. 
 Mr. BELFANTI. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 

I would like to speak on the motion then. 
 The SPEAKER. The gentleman is in order. 
 Mr. BELFANTI. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, we have spent hours upon hours discussing 
every amendment and all the provisions of this legislation.  
My colleague from Delaware County has had ample and has 
taken ample opportunity to query each and every amendment.  
I believe without being an attorney, I understand what is before 
the House. I believe most of the members do, and this is simply 
a dilatory tactic to allow for this issue to once again be debated, 
possibly amended, and who knows what other parliamentary 
maneuvers may be employed to regenerate an entire new day on 
this issue that is before us. 
 So I stand to oppose the motion to postpone. 
 The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 
 The Chair recognizes the gentleman, Mr. Smith, the  
majority leader. 
 Mr. S. SMITH. Mr. Speaker, I would oppose the motion to 
postpone. 
 While I do not disagree that we have done a lot here tonight, 
I would actually suggest that we have done a lot of good things. 
I think we have moved a piece of legislation forward that is 
something that is very much needed. It is going to go a  

long ways in restoring the confidence in the general public  
with how the licensing and control of gaming will take  
place in Pennsylvania and particularly as it relates to the 
Attorney General’s Office and other law enforcement. 
 Mr. Speaker, there are no perfect bills out there, and we can 
delay this forever if that is the purpose, but, Mr. Speaker, our 
job here is to debate, to fight over, to go through what we have 
just gone through for the last several hours, and each of us has, 
you know, our various shots at these bills and amendments. 
That has been done, Mr. Speaker, and I think that it is time for 
us to take up the bill on final passage. 
 So I would urge the members to oppose the motion to 
postpone. Thank you. 
 The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 
 The gentleman, Mr. DeWeese. 
 Mr. DeWEESE. I would agree with the majority leader that 
we should not postpone. However, I think the gentleman from 
Delaware made some good points, and those points will 
probably take the form of a conference committee. The chances 
of the Senate passing this bill as it has been modified today are 
zero, and it will go to a conference committee, and many of the 
things that the gentleman said will be looked at again and again 
and again, both in Senate debate and in the conference 
committee setting. So the idea of postponing, if this were going 
to go to the Senate, or excuse me, to the Governor’s desk for a 
signature, I would probably agree with the gentleman. 
 But I do agree with the majority leader. We have had this 
debate for quite a while today; we have had it as recently as the 
last session, and this is going to a conference committee where 
it is going to get a very, very specific overview. So I agree with 
the majority leader and would ask for a negative vote on 
postponement. 
 The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 
 

On the question recurring, 
 Will the House agree to the motion? 
 

The following roll call was recorded: 
 

YEAS–17 
 
Cohen Kotik Petrarca Shapiro 
Curry Levdansky Roberts Vitali 
Freeman Melio Roebuck Walko 
Gerber Pallone Samuelson Yewcic 
Josephs 
 

NAYS–183 
 
Adolph Fairchild Maher Rubley 
Allen Feese Maitland Ruffing 
Argall Fichter Major Sainato 
Armstrong Fleagle Manderino Santoni 
Baker Flick Mann Sather 
Baldwin Forcier Markosek Saylor 
Barrar Frankel Marsico Scavello 
Bastian Gabig McCall Schroder 
Bebko-Jones Gannon McGeehan Semmel 
Belardi Geist McGill Shaner 
Belfanti George McIlhattan Siptroth 
Benninghoff Gergely McIlhinney Smith, B. 
Beyer Gillespie McNaughton Smith, S. H. 
Biancucci Gingrich Metcalfe Solobay 
Birmelin Godshall Micozzie Sonney 
Blackwell Good Millard Staback 
Blaum Goodman Miller, R. Stairs 
Boyd Grell Miller, S. Steil 
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Bunt Grucela Mundy Stern 
Buxton Gruitza Mustio Stetler 
Caltagirone Haluska Myers Stevenson, R. 
Cappelli Hanna Nailor Stevenson, T. 
Casorio Harhai Nickol Sturla 
Causer Harhart O’Brien Surra 
Cawley Harper Oliver Tangretti 
Civera Harris O’Neill Taylor, E. Z. 
Clymer Hasay Parker Taylor, J. 
Cornell Hennessey Payne Thomas 
Corrigan Herman Petri Tigue 
Costa Hershey Petrone True 
Crahalla Hess Phillips Turzai 
Creighton Hickernell Pickett Veon 
Cruz Hutchinson Pistella Wansacz 
Daley James Preston Waters 
Dally Kauffman Pyle Watson 
DeLuca Keller, M. Quigley Wheatley 
Denlinger Keller, W. Ramaley Williams 
Dermody Kenney Rapp Wilt 
DeWeese Killion Raymond Wojnaroski 
DiGirolamo Kirkland Readshaw Wright 
Diven LaGrotta Reed Youngblood 
Donatucci Leach Reichley Yudichak 
Eachus Lederer Rieger Zug 
Ellis Leh Rohrer 
Evans, D. Lescovitz Rooney Perzel, 
Evans, J. Mackereth Ross     Speaker 
Fabrizio 
 

NOT VOTING–0 
 

EXCUSED–1 
 
Bishop 
 

Less than the majority having voted in the affirmative, the 
question was determined in the negative and the motion was not 
agreed to. 
 

On the question recurring, 
 Shall the bill pass finally? 
 The SPEAKER. Agreeable to the provisions of the 
Constitution, the yeas and nays will now be taken. 
 

The following roll call was recorded: 
 

YEAS–180 
 
Adolph Fichter Maitland Rooney 
Allen Fleagle Major Ross 
Argall Flick Manderino Rubley 
Armstrong Forcier Mann Ruffing 
Baker Frankel Markosek Samuelson 
Baldwin Freeman Marsico Santoni 
Barrar Gabig McCall Sather 
Bastian Gannon McGeehan Saylor 
Bebko-Jones Geist McGill Scavello 
Belardi George McIlhattan Schroder 
Belfanti Gergely McIlhinney Semmel 
Benninghoff Gillespie McNaughton Siptroth 
Beyer Gingrich Metcalfe Smith, B. 
Biancucci Godshall Micozzie Smith, S. H. 
Birmelin Good Millard Solobay 
Blackwell Goodman Miller, R. Sonney 
Blaum Grell Miller, S. Staback 
Boyd Grucela Mundy Stairs 
Bunt Gruitza Mustio Steil 
Buxton Haluska Nailor Stern 
Caltagirone Hanna Nickol Stetler 
Cappelli Harhai O’Brien Stevenson, R. 
Casorio Harhart Oliver Stevenson, T. 

Causer Harper O’Neill Surra 
Civera Harris Pallone Tangretti 
Clymer Hasay Parker Taylor, E. Z. 
Cornell Hennessey Payne Taylor, J. 
Corrigan Herman Petrarca Tigue 
Costa Hershey Petri True 
Crahalla Hess Petrone Turzai 
Creighton Hickernell Phillips Walko 
Cruz Hutchinson Pickett Wansacz 
Daley Kauffman Pistella Watson 
Dally Keller, M. Preston Wheatley 
DeLuca Keller, W. Pyle Williams 
Denlinger Kenney Quigley Wilt 
Dermody Killion Ramaley Wojnaroski 
DiGirolamo Kirkland Rapp Wright 
Diven Kotik Raymond Yewcic 
Donatucci LaGrotta Readshaw Youngblood 
Eachus Leach Reed Yudichak 
Ellis Lederer Reichley Zug 
Evans, J. Leh Rieger 
Fabrizio Lescovitz Roberts 
Fairchild Levdansky Rohrer Perzel, 
Feese Mackereth      Speaker 
 

NAYS–20 
 
Cawley Gerber Myers Sturla 
Cohen James Roebuck Thomas 
Curry Josephs Sainato Veon 
DeWeese Maher Shaner Vitali 
Evans, D. Melio Shapiro Waters 
 

NOT VOTING–0 
 

EXCUSED–1 
 
Bishop 
 

The majority required by the Constitution having voted in 
the affirmative, the question was determined in the affirmative 
and the bill passed finally. 
 Ordered, That the clerk return the same to the Senate with 
the information that the House has passed the same with 
amendment in which the concurrence of the Senate is requested. 
 

DOCUMENTS SUBMITTED FOR THE RECORD 

The SPEAKER. For what purpose does the gentleman,  
Mr. Scavello, rise? 
 Mr. SCAVELLO. Mr. Speaker, I would like to add some 
comments, a letter sent to me by secretary-treasurer  
Reda Briglia from Paradise Township and their resolution, and  
I would like to make it part of the record for the legislation  
we just passed. 
 The SPEAKER. The gentleman will submit his remarks for 
the record. 
 

Mr. SCAVELLO submitted the following documents for the 
Legislative Journal. 
 

(For documents, see Appendix.) 
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BILL ON THIRD CONSIDERATION 

The House proceeded to third consideration of SB 969,  
PN 1530, entitled: 
 

An Act amending the act of April 12, 1951 (P.L.90, No.21), 
known as the Liquor Code, further defining “eligible entity”; and 
further providing for responsible alcohol management remediation for 
licensees and for rights of municipalities preserved.  
 

On the question, 
 Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration? 
 

Mr. RAYMOND offered the following amendment No. 
A06242: 

Amend Sec. 1 (Sec. 102), page 3, line 30, by inserting brackets 
before and after “OR” and inserting immediately thereafter 
 and located in a city of the third class in a county 

of the fourth class,
Amend Sec. 1 (Sec. 102), page 4, line 7, by inserting brackets 

before and after the period and inserting immediately thereafter 
or a nonprofit organization as defined under section 501(C)(6) of the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 which is located in a city of the 
third class in a county of the third class and whose purpose is to 
support business and industry.

On the question, 
 Will the House agree to the amendment? 
 

The following roll call was recorded: 
 

YEAS–198 
 
Adolph Fichter Major Ruffing 
Allen Fleagle Manderino Sainato 
Argall Flick Mann Samuelson 
Armstrong Forcier Markosek Santoni 
Baker Frankel Marsico Sather 
Baldwin Freeman McCall Saylor 
Barrar Gabig McGeehan Scavello 
Bastian Gannon McGill Schroder 
Bebko-Jones Geist McIlhattan Semmel 
Belardi George McIlhinney Shaner 
Belfanti Gerber McNaughton Shapiro 
Benninghoff Gergely Melio Siptroth 
Beyer Gillespie Metcalfe Smith, B. 
Biancucci Gingrich Micozzie Smith, S. H. 
Birmelin Godshall Millard Solobay 
Blackwell Good Miller, R. Sonney 
Blaum Goodman Miller, S. Staback 
Boyd Grell Mundy Stairs 
Bunt Grucela Mustio Steil 
Buxton Gruitza Myers Stern 
Caltagirone Haluska Nailor Stetler 
Cappelli Hanna Nickol Stevenson, R. 
Casorio Harhai O’Brien Stevenson, T. 
Causer Harhart Oliver Sturla 
Cawley Harper O’Neill Surra 
Civera Harris Pallone Tangretti 
Clymer Hasay Parker Taylor, E. Z. 
Cohen Hennessey Payne Taylor, J. 
Cornell Herman Petrarca Thomas 
Corrigan Hershey Petri Tigue 
Costa Hess Petrone True 
Crahalla Hickernell Phillips Turzai 
Cruz Hutchinson Pickett Veon 
Curry James Pistella Vitali 
Daley Kauffman Preston Walko 
Dally Keller, M. Pyle Wansacz 
DeLuca Keller, W. Quigley Waters 

Denlinger Kenney Ramaley Watson 
Dermody Killion Rapp Wheatley 
DeWeese Kirkland Raymond Williams 
DiGirolamo Kotik Readshaw Wilt 
Diven LaGrotta Reed Wojnaroski 
Donatucci Leach Reichley Wright 
Eachus Lederer Rieger Yewcic 
Ellis Leh Roberts Youngblood 
Evans, D. Lescovitz Roebuck Yudichak 
Evans, J. Levdansky Rohrer Zug 
Fabrizio Mackereth Rooney 
Fairchild Maher Ross Perzel, 
Feese Maitland Rubley     Speaker 
 

NAYS–1 
 
Creighton 
 

NOT VOTING–1 
 
Josephs 
 

EXCUSED–1 
 
Bishop 
 

The majority having voted in the affirmative, the question 
was determined in the affirmative and the amendment was 
agreed to. 
 

On the question, 
 Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration as 
amended? 
 Bill as amended was agreed to. 
 

The SPEAKER. This bill has been considered on three 
different days and agreed to and is now on final passage. 
 The question is, shall the bill pass finally? 
 

On that question, the Chair recognizes the gentleman,  
Mr. Vitali. 
 Mr. VITALI. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, will the Speaker stand for brief interrogation? 
 The SPEAKER. I will not, but I think Mr. Raymond will. 
The gentleman, Mr. Raymond, indicates he will stand for 
interrogation. The gentleman, Mr. Vitali, is in order and may 
proceed. 
 Mr. VITALI. Mr. Speaker, I spoke with the gentleman,  
Mr. Raymond, beforehand, but I think this involves language, 
an amendment of yours that is in this bill, that involves an issue 
that you are familiar with, so I would ask you to step down and 
let me interrogate you on that language. 
 The SPEAKER. No, Mr. Vitali. 
 Mr. VITALI. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I would like to speak on the bill then. 
 The SPEAKER. The gentleman is in order. 
 Mr. VITALI. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I have some concerns about some of the 
language in this bill, and that is actually the last about a half a 
dozen lines, which is section 493, and I think the problem with 
this language is, as I investigate a little bit, it just seems to be 
and what it basically does, as I understand it, is it suspends the 
enforcement power of the State Police for a noise violation for 
just one establishment in the Commonwealth. It basically 



2006 LEGISLATIVE JOURNAL—HOUSE 487 

involves, as I understand it, something called the Glen Foerd 
Mansion, and what we seem to be doing here is in State law 
basically saying to the State Police, you cannot enforce  
noise violations with regard to this particular establishment, and 
I think that is just the wrong way to do business, and I actually 
called, had my staffer call the State Police on this. I spoke to a 
Capt. Steven Johnson, who was happy for us to use his name, 
and they had concerns with this. They were disappointed with 
this legislation. They were not happy with it. They made the 
comment that there are 20,000 liquor licensees across the State 
who have to abide by noise ordinances, but this one particular 
establishment does not, and apparently this is an establishment 
right on the Delaware River, and they have gotten complaints 
from three different sources – one in New Jersey and two in 
Pennsylvania. The comment of Captain Johnson was, if this bill 
is passed, the State Police would never be able to enforce a 
noise violation from them ever again, under any circumstances. 
 It just concerns me that we as a body are doing business this 
way, and that is why I wanted to ask the Speaker, because there 
may be reasons I am not aware of why we are nullifying the 
enforcement powers of State Police for one particular 
institution. I do not know why we are doing this, but I just think 
it is really the wrong way to go about doing it. 

MOTION TO POSTPONE 

Mr. VITALI. I really think that this particular provision 
needs to be excised, so I am going to move to postpone this 
until April 3 so an amendment can be filed to take this special 
provision for one particular liquor license out of it. So I am 
going to move then that this bill be postponed until April 3 at  
1 o’clock. 
 

On the question, 
 Will the House agree to the motion? 
 

The SPEAKER. On the motion to postpone, the Chair 
recognizes the gentleman, Mr. Argall. 
 Mr. ARGALL. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would ask for a negative vote. 
 The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 
 

On the question recurring, 
 Will the House agree to the motion? 
 

The following roll call was recorded: 
 

YEAS–25 
 
Belardi Grucela Melio Surra 
Casorio Hanna Mundy Thomas 
Cawley Hutchinson Roberts Tigue 
Cohen Kotik Samuelson Vitali 
Curry Levdansky Shapiro Wojnaroski 
Freeman Manderino Sturla Yewcic 
Gerber 
 

NAYS–172 
 
Adolph Feese Maitland Rooney 
Allen Fichter Major Ross 
Argall Fleagle Mann Rubley 
Armstrong Flick Markosek Sainato 
Baker Forcier Marsico Santoni 

Baldwin Frankel McCall Sather 
Barrar Gabig McGeehan Saylor 
Bastian Gannon McGill Scavello 
Bebko-Jones Geist McIlhattan Schroder 
Belfanti George McIlhinney Semmel 
Benninghoff Gergely McNaughton Shaner 
Beyer Gillespie Metcalfe Siptroth 
Biancucci Gingrich Micozzie Smith, B. 
Birmelin Godshall Miller, R. Smith, S. H. 
Blackwell Good Miller, S. Solobay 
Blaum Goodman Mustio Sonney 
Boyd Grell Myers Staback 
Bunt Gruitza Nailor Stairs 
Buxton Haluska Nickol Steil 
Caltagirone Harhai O’Brien Stern 
Cappelli Harhart Oliver Stetler 
Causer Harper O’Neill Stevenson, R. 
Civera Harris Pallone Stevenson, T. 
Clymer Hasay Parker Tangretti 
Cornell Hennessey Payne Taylor, E. Z. 
Corrigan Herman Petrarca Taylor, J. 
Costa Hershey Petri True 
Crahalla Hess Petrone Turzai 
Creighton Hickernell Phillips Veon 
Cruz James Pickett Walko 
Daley Josephs Pistella Wansacz 
Dally Kauffman Preston Waters 
DeLuca Keller, M. Pyle Watson 
Denlinger Keller, W. Quigley Wheatley 
Dermody Kenney Ramaley Williams 
DeWeese Killion Rapp Wilt 
DiGirolamo Kirkland Raymond Wright 
Diven LaGrotta Readshaw Youngblood 
Donatucci Leach Reed Yudichak 
Eachus Lederer Reichley Zug 
Ellis Leh Rieger 
Evans, J. Lescovitz Roebuck 
Fabrizio Mackereth Rohrer Perzel, 
Fairchild Maher      Speaker 
 

NOT VOTING–3 
 
Evans, D. Millard Ruffing 
 

EXCUSED–1 
 
Bishop 
 

Less than the majority having voted in the affirmative, the 
question was determined in the negative and the motion was not 
agreed to. 
 

On the question recurring, 
 Shall the bill pass finally? 
 

The SPEAKER. On that question, the gentleman, Mr. Cohen. 
 Mr. COHEN. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, the Glen Foerd facility is part of the  
Fairmount Park Commission, and like other parks in the 
Philadelphia area, it is widely visited. 
 I share Mr. Vitali’s concerns about this issue. There is clearly 
an awful lot of noise going on in this community. It is on the 
Delaware River. If the noise is so sufficient that people in  
New Jersey are complaining about it, it is pretty significant 
amounts of noise, and if the noise is so significant that the State 
Police is issuing citations and getting convictions in court,  
it seems like it is a pretty significant amount of noise. 
 I really think this is the kind of legislation that ought to be 
vetted with the Philadelphia delegation before it is passed.  
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I think we ought to hear, at least in the Philadelphia delegation 
or any other areas, as it is close to Lower Bucks County, the 
people in the facilities near this really ought to be given more 
information before the House votes upon it. 
 Because it seems like a very odd situation and a very bad 
precedent for the future, I would urge a “no” vote on this 
legislation. 
 The SPEAKER. The gentleman, Mr. Thomas. 
 Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, would someone stand for 
interrogation? 
 The SPEAKER. The gentleman, Mr. Raymond, indicates he 
will stand for interrogation. 
 Mr. THOMAS. Mr. who? 
 The SPEAKER. Mr. Raymond. 
 Mr. THOMAS. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I heard some of the comments in reference to 
this bill, but maybe you can help provide me with some 
additional clarification. Number one, does this bill suspend the 
actions of the Pennsylvania State Police with respect to one 
institution? 
 Mr. RAYMOND. What this bill does, it suspends the State 
guidelines on noise ordinance in the cities of the first class on 
property owned by a city of the first class and a site that 
contains a structure over 100 years old and is listed in the 
National Historic Register. 
 Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, so are you saying that this does 
not suspend the actions of the Pennsylvania State Police with 
respect to one institution? 
 Mr. RAYMOND. No; it suspends for properties that meet 
that criteria that I just enumerated for you. 
 Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, how many properties are 
similarly situated in this county or in the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania? 
 Mr. RAYMOND. I do not know. 
 Mr. THOMAS. So, Mr. Speaker, it is arguable to conclude 
that at least for our information this evening, we are only talking 
about one property. Is that correct? 
 Mr. RAYMOND. There is one that I am aware of. 
 Mr. THOMAS. And, Mr. Speaker, who made this request for 
SB 969? 
 Mr. RAYMOND. The prime sponsor of SB 969 is  
Senator Rafferty. 
 Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, have there been any 
conversations with the Philadelphia mayor or Philadelphia  
City Council? 
 Mr. RAYMOND. You would have to ask Senator Rafferty 
that question. I do not have the answer. 
 Mr. THOMAS. Pardon me? 
 Mr. RAYMOND. I do not have the answer. You would have 
to ask Senator Rafferty that question about that. 
 Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, was there a hearing on this bill? 
 Mr. RAYMOND. No. 
 Mr. THOMAS. Pardon me? 
 Mr. RAYMOND. No. 
 Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, so this bill passed the Senate by 
what vote? 
 Mr. RAYMOND. Unanimous vote. 
 Mr. THOMAS. By a unanimous vote? 
 Mr. RAYMOND. That is correct. 
 Mr. THOMAS. And it came to the House and went where, 
into the Rules or the Appropriations Committee? 
 Mr. RAYMOND. The Liquor Control Committee. 

 Mr. THOMAS. Liquor Control Committee. And has either 
one of the chairs of Liquor Control held a hearing or asked any 
questions in reference to this bill? 
 Mr. RAYMOND. No. 
 The SPEAKER. For the information of the membership, that 
is not an appropriate question, Mr. Thomas. 
 Mr. THOMAS. Pardon me? 
 The SPEAKER. That is not an appropriate question. 
 Mr. THOMAS. Well, I withdraw that question, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, my last question is, has there been any 
conversation either within the House or with Philadelphia 
County around this particular issue? 
 The SPEAKER. The gentleman— 
 Mr. THOMAS. To the best of his knowledge. 
 The SPEAKER. Please ask about the bill or please ask about 
the underlying bill, 969. Any question you have about anything 
inside 969 is acceptable. 
 Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, the reason I asked that 
question, and maybe I need to phrase the question differently, 
but I think that it represents a long reach of this body to suspend 
the actions of a critical law enforcement agency in the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania in the absence of malfeasance 
or misfeasance. So I am trying to gather some information as to 
what brought us to this point, and I wish somebody could help 
me with that, and that is all that I am asking. Have there been 
any conversations which gave rise to SB 969? 
 The SPEAKER. The— 
 Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, if things can happen this fast— 
 The SPEAKER. Would the gentleman suspend. 
 Mr. THOMAS. Yes. 
 The SPEAKER. That is not an appropriate question to ask a 
chairman of a committee. 
 Mr. THOMAS. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. And chairman of 
the committee, thank you. 
 Comments, Mr. Speaker. 
 The SPEAKER. The gentleman is in order. 
 Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, I am extremely troubled, 
troubled and disenchanted, as to, one, the circumstances which 
move the Senate and is now asking the House to suspend the 
actions of a law enforcement agency with respect to one 
property, one piece of real estate, and because it involves 
Philadelphia County I have to be concerned when I cannot get a 
vote on placing reasonable restrictions on the accessibility of 
guns in Philadelphia. I have two 6-year-olds that are dead today 
because I cannot get a vote and it does not seem as though 
anybody else can get a vote on an issue that is affecting the 
lives— 
 The SPEAKER. Would the gentleman yield. 
 Mr. THOMAS. —of children in Philadelphia County. 
 The SPEAKER. Would the gentleman yield. 
 Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, I will be tempered by your 
comments. It is just that I do not know how to handle this;  
I mean, you know. I know that we have a lot of juice, the House 
and the Senate, but I just think that it is wrong to suspend the 
conduct of a law enforcement agency where we do not have any 
testimonial or documented evidence of malfeasance, 
misfeasance, or any criminal or illegal conduct. To suspend the 
actions of a law enforcement agency with respect to one piece 
of real estate in the county of Philadelphia is a dangerous road 
to be going down, and it is going to set a bad precedent and 
shed a bad light on this august body. 
 Mr. Speaker, I ask for a “no” vote on SB 969. 
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The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 
 The gentleman, Mr. Samuelson. 
 Mr. SAMUELSON. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 As I am listening to the debate on a couple of the 
amendments that were added in the House, first in the  
Liquor Control Committee and then one amendment added this 
evening on the House floor, I went back and looked at the 
language that the Senate passed by a vote of 49 to nothing on 
February 7, and that language was only two pages long. It was 
specific to the RAMP program (Responsible Alcohol 
Management Program), the alcohol management program.  
The amendments that were added by the House were not 
considered. 

MOTION TO REVERT TO 
PRIOR PRINTER’S NUMBER 

Mr. SAMUELSON. So to get back to the language that the 
Senate approved 49-nothing, I would make a motion to revert to 
the prior printer’s number, PN 1474, which is available right on 
the computer. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 The SPEAKER. The motion is to revert to a prior printer’s 
number. 
 

On the question, 
 Will the House agree to the motion? 
 

The SPEAKER. On the motion to revert, the Chair 
recognizes the gentleman, Mr. Fleagle. 
 Mr. FLEAGLE. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, we would encourage strongly a “no” vote from 
all our colleagues. 
 The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 
 

On the question recurring, 
 Will the House agree to the motion? 
 

The following roll call was recorded: 
 

YEAS–52 
 
Bebko-Jones Frankel Melio Stetler 
Belardi Freeman Mundy Surra 
Belfanti George Myers Tangretti 
Biancucci Gergely Pallone Thomas 
Blackwell Grucela Parker Tigue 
Blaum Haluska Petrarca Vitali 
Casorio Hanna Pistella Walko 
Cawley James Preston Wansacz 
Cohen Josephs Roberts Waters 
Curry Leach Roebuck Williams 
Daley Levdansky Ruffing Yewcic 
Eachus Manderino Samuelson Youngblood 
Evans, D. McCall Staback Yudichak 
 

NAYS–147 
 
Adolph Fichter Mackereth Rohrer 
Allen Fleagle Maher Rooney 
Argall Flick Maitland Ross 
Armstrong Forcier Major Rubley 
Baker Gabig Mann Sainato 
Baldwin Gannon Markosek Santoni 
Barrar Geist Marsico Sather 
Bastian Gerber McGeehan Saylor 

Benninghoff Gillespie McGill Scavello 
Beyer Gingrich McIlhattan Schroder 
Birmelin Godshall McIlhinney Semmel 
Boyd Good McNaughton Shaner 
Bunt Goodman Metcalfe Shapiro 
Buxton Grell Micozzie Siptroth 
Caltagirone Gruitza Millard Smith, B. 
Cappelli Harhai Miller, R. Smith, S. H. 
Causer Harhart Miller, S. Solobay 
Civera Harper Mustio Sonney 
Clymer Harris Nailor Stairs 
Cornell Hasay Nickol Steil 
Corrigan Hennessey O’Brien Stern 
Costa Herman Oliver Stevenson, R. 
Crahalla Hershey O’Neill Stevenson, T. 
Creighton Hess Payne Taylor, E. Z. 
Cruz Hickernell Petri Taylor, J. 
Dally Hutchinson Petrone True 
DeLuca Kauffman Phillips Turzai 
Denlinger Keller, M. Pickett Veon 
Dermody Keller, W. Pyle Watson 
DeWeese Kenney Quigley Wheatley 
DiGirolamo Killion Ramaley Wilt 
Diven Kirkland Rapp Wojnaroski 
Donatucci Kotik Raymond Wright 
Ellis LaGrotta Readshaw Zug 
Evans, J. Lederer Reed 
Fabrizio Leh Reichley Perzel, 
Fairchild Lescovitz Rieger     Speaker 
Feese 
 

NOT VOTING–1 
 
Sturla 
 

EXCUSED–1 
 
Bishop 
 

Less than the majority having voted in the affirmative, the 
question was determined in the negative and the motion was not 
agreed to. 
 

On the question recurring, 
 Shall the bill pass finally? 
 The SPEAKER. Agreeable to the provisions of the 
Constitution, the yeas and nays will now be taken. 
 

The following roll call was recorded: 
 

YEAS–180 
 
Adolph Fichter Major Ruffing 
Allen Fleagle Mann Sainato 
Argall Flick Markosek Samuelson 
Armstrong Forcier Marsico Santoni 
Baker Frankel McCall Sather 
Baldwin Freeman McGeehan Saylor 
Barrar Gabig McGill Scavello 
Bastian Gannon McIlhattan Schroder 
Bebko-Jones Geist McIlhinney Semmel 
Belardi George McNaughton Shaner 
Belfanti Gerber Metcalfe Shapiro 
Benninghoff Gergely Micozzie Siptroth 
Beyer Gillespie Millard Smith, B. 
Biancucci Gingrich Miller, R. Smith, S. H. 
Birmelin Godshall Miller, S. Solobay 
Blackwell Good Mustio Sonney 
Blaum Goodman Myers Staback 
Boyd Grell Nailor Stairs 
Bunt Grucela Nickol Steil 
Buxton Gruitza O’Brien Stern 
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Caltagirone Haluska Oliver Stetler 
Cappelli Harhai O’Neill Stevenson, R. 
Causer Harhart Pallone Stevenson, T. 
Cawley Harper Payne Surra 
Civera Harris Petrarca Taylor, E. Z. 
Clymer Hasay Petri Taylor, J. 
Cornell Hennessey Petrone Tigue 
Corrigan Herman Phillips True 
Costa Hershey Pickett Turzai 
Crahalla Hess Pistella Veon 
Creighton Hickernell Preston Walko 
Daley Hutchinson Pyle Wansacz 
Dally Kauffman Quigley Waters 
DeLuca Keller, M. Ramaley Watson 
Denlinger Keller, W. Rapp Wheatley 
Dermody Kenney Raymond Wilt 
DeWeese Killion Readshaw Wojnaroski 
DiGirolamo Kotik Reed Wright 
Diven LaGrotta Reichley Yewcic 
Donatucci Leach Rieger Youngblood 
Eachus Lederer Roberts Yudichak 
Ellis Leh Rohrer Zug 
Evans, J. Lescovitz Rooney 
Fabrizio Mackereth Ross 
Fairchild Maher Rubley Perzel, 
Feese Maitland      Speaker 
 

NAYS–18 
 
Casorio James Mundy Tangretti 
Cohen Josephs Parker Thomas 
Cruz Levdansky Roebuck Vitali 
Curry Manderino Sturla Williams 
Evans, D. Melio 
 

NOT VOTING–2 
 
Hanna Kirkland 
 

EXCUSED–1 
 
Bishop 
 

The majority required by the Constitution having voted in 
the affirmative, the question was determined in the affirmative 
and the bill passed finally. 
 Ordered, That the clerk return the same to the Senate with 
the information that the House has passed the same with 
amendment in which the concurrence of the Senate is requested. 
 

The SPEAKER. The House will be temporarily at ease. 
 Would the gentleman, Mr. Smith, please come to the 
rostrum. 
 

(Conference held at Speaker’s podium.) 

VOTE CORRECTION 

The SPEAKER. For what purpose does the gentleman,  
Mr. Millard, rise? 
 Mr. MILLARD. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 On a procedural vote on SB 969, I was not recorded as 
having voted. I would like to be recorded in the negative.  
My button malfunctioned. 
 The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. The 
gentleman’s remarks will be spread across the record. 
 Mr. MILLARD. Thank you. 

 The SPEAKER. Are there any other corrections of the 
record? 
 

Will the gentleman, Mr. Gannon, please come to the rostrum. 

VOTE CORRECTION 

The SPEAKER. For what purpose does the gentleman,  
Mr. Kirkland, rise? 
 Mr. KIRKLAND. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Correction of the 
record. 
 The SPEAKER. The gentleman is in order. 
 Mr. KIRKLAND. Mr. Speaker, on SB 969 my switch 
malfunctioned. I would like to be recorded in the affirmative. 
 The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 
 Mr. KIRKLAND. Thank you. 

BILL ON THIRD CONSIDERATION 

The House proceeded to third consideration of SB 435,  
PN 1357, entitled: 
 

An Act amending Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) of 
the Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes, amending provisions relating 
to comparative negligence.  
 

On the question, 
 Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration? 
 

Mr. GANNON offered the following amendment No. 
A05870: 
 

Amend Title, page 1, lines 1 through 3, by striking out all of said 
lines and inserting 
Amending Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) of the 

Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes, further providing for 
comparative negligence; providing for food purveyor immunity, 
for immunity for physician disclosures on controlled substances 
and for liability of nonmanufacturing suppliers. 

 Amend Bill, page 4, lines 20 through 30; pages 5 through 10, 
lines 1 through 30; page 11, lines 1 through 20, by striking out all of 
said lines on said pages and inserting 
 Section 1.  Section 7102(a), (b.1) and (b.2) of Title 42 of the 
Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes are amended to read: 
§ 7102.  Comparative negligence. 
 (a)  General rule.– 
 (1) In all actions brought to recover damages for 

negligence resulting in death or injury to person or property, the 
fact that the plaintiff may have been guilty of contributory 
negligence shall not bar a recovery by the plaintiff or his legal 
representative where such negligence was not greater than [the 
causal negligence of the defendant or defendants against whom 
recovery is sought] 50%, but any damages sustained by the 
plaintiff shall be diminished in proportion to the amount of 
negligence attributed to the plaintiff. 

 (2)  Where recovery is allowed against more than 
one defendant, each defendant shall be liable for that proportion 
of the total dollar amount awarded as damages in the ratio of the 
amount of his causal negligence to the amount of causal 
negligence attributed to all defendants against whom recovery is 
allowed. Except as provided in paragraph (3), the plaintiff may 
recover the full amount of the allowed recovery from any 
defendant from whom recovery is allowed. Any defendant who is 
so compelled to pay more than his percentage share may seek 
contribution.
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(3)  Joint liability is abolished as to any defendant whose 
percentage share of liability is less than the percentage share 
attributed to the plaintiff. The plaintiff may not recover damages 
from such a defendant in excess of that defendant’s percentage 
share.

(4)  In a case in which a defendant has been found jointly 
liable pursuant to paragraphs (2) and (3) but is shown to be 
unable to satisfy fully its percentage share of liability, the court, 
upon motion of any party, shall divide that defendant’s 
deficiency between the plaintiff and any other defendant found 
jointly liable based upon the parties’ respective shares of liability 
as found by the fact-finder. The entire deficiency shall be 
redistributed proportionately and the court shall calculate an 
adjusted percentage share for each party, including the plaintiff. 
With respect to any such percentage share of deficiency allocated 
to the plaintiff, the plaintiff shall be prohibited from satisfying 
that portion of the judgment from any party other than the 
defendant against whom such share of liability was originally
assessed. With respect to any such share of the deficiency 
reallocated to a jointly liable defendant, such defendant retains its 
rights of contribution and indemnity. In determining whether a 
defendant is unable to satisfy its share of liability, the court may 
make such a finding and determine the amount of the deficiency 
based upon evidence of a lack of adequate liability insurance or 
assets immediately subject to execution or attachment.
[(b.1)  Recovery against joint defendant; contribution.– 

 (1)  Where recovery is allowed against more than one 
person, including actions for strict liability, and where liability is 
attributed to more than one defendant, each defendant shall be 
liable for that proportion of the total dollar amount awarded as 
damages in the ratio of the amount of that defendant’s liability to 
the amount of liability attributed to all defendants and other 
persons to whom liability is apportioned under subsection (b.2). 

 (2)  Except as set forth in paragraph (3), a defendant’s 
liability shall be several and not joint, and the court shall enter a 
separate and several judgment in favor of the plaintiff and against 
each defendant for the apportioned amount of that defendant’s 
liability. 

 (3)  A defendant’s liability in any of the following 
actions shall be joint and several, and the court shall enter a  
joint and several judgment in favor of the plaintiff and against the 
defendant for the total dollar amount awarded as damages: 

 (i)  Intentional misrepresentation. 
 (ii)  An intentional tort. 
 (iii)  Where a defendant has been held liable for 

not less than 60% of the total liability apportioned to all 
parties. 

 (iv)  A release or threatened release of a 
hazardous substance under section 702 of the act of 
October 18, 1988 (P.L.756, No.108), known as the 
Hazardous Sites Cleanup Act. 

 (v)  A civil action in which a defendant has 
violated section 497 of the act of April 12, 1951 (P.L.90, 
No.21), known as the Liquor Code. 

 (4)  Where a defendant has been held jointly and 
severally liable under this subsection and discharges by payment 
more than that defendant’s proportionate share of the total 
liability, that defendant is entitled to recover contribution from 
defendants who have paid less than their proportionate share. 
Further, in any case, any defendant may recover from any other 
person all or a portion of the damages assessed that defendant 
pursuant to the terms of a contractual agreement. 

 (b.2)  Apportionment of responsibility among certain nonparties 
and effect.–For purposes of apportioning liability only, the question of 
liability of any defendant or other person who has entered into a release 
with the plaintiff with respect to the action and who is not a party shall 
be transmitted to the trier of fact upon appropriate requests and proofs  
 

by any party. A person whose liability may be determined pursuant to 
this section does not include an employer to the extent that the 
employer is granted immunity from liability or suit pursuant to the  
act of June 2, 1915 (P.L.736, No.338), known as the Workers’ 
Compensation Act. An attribution of responsibility to any person or 
entity as provided in this subsection shall not be admissible or relied 
upon in any other action or proceeding for any purpose. Nothing in this 
section shall affect the admissibility or nonadmissibility of evidence 
regarding releases, settlements, offers to compromise or compromises 
as set forth in the Pennsylvania Rules of Evidence. Nothing in this 
section shall affect the rules of joinder of parties as set forth in the 
Pennsylvania Rules of Civil Procedure.] 
 * * * 
 Section 2.  Title 42 is amended by adding sections to read: 
§ 8338.2.  Food purveyor immunity.

(a)  Defenses.–Except as set forth in subsection (b), the seller of a 
completed food product is entitled to assert the defense of voluntary 
assumption of the risk to a claim arising under laws of this 
Commonwealth arising out of weight gain, obesity or any health 
condition associated with weight gain or obesity.

(b)  Exemption.–Subsection (a) shall not apply to civil liability 
with respect to a claim of weight gain, obesity or other health condition 
associated with weight gain or obesity based upon a violation of a 
Federal or State law. This subsection applies regardless of the nature of 
the claim, including a claim based on strict liability.

(c)   Construction.–Subsection (a) shall be strictly construed.
§ 8338.3.  Physician immunity for disclosures on controlled substances.

(a)  Authorization.–A physician who is licensed under the laws of 
this Commonwealth and practicing in this Commonwealth may report 
to law enforcement authorities and disclose protected health 
information relating to a patient if the physician has a good faith belief 
that the patient has used a controlled substance prescribed by the 
physician for an illicit purpose or is attempting to obtain a controlled 
substance for an illicit purpose. Patient consent or authorization to 
disclose protected health information under such circumstances shall 
not be required. No physician shall have a duty to make any report 
permitted by this section.

(b)  Immunity.–No physician shall be subject to administrative or 
civil liability by reason of disclosing protected health information for 
doing any of the following:

(1)  Making a report under subsection (a).
(2)  Cooperating with law enforcement authorities 

conducting an investigation related to a report made under 
subsection (a).

(3)  Testifying in a proceeding related to a report made 
under subsection (a).
(c)  Construction.–The immunity granted under this section shall 

be narrowly construed.
(d)  Definitions.–As used in this section, the following words and 

phrases shall have the meanings given to them in this subsection:
“Controlled substance.” As defined in section 2 of the act of 

April 14, 1972 (P.L.233, No.64), known as The Controlled Substance, 
Drug, Device and Cosmetic Act.

“Illicit purpose.”  The use of a controlled substance for a purpose 
other than that which is allowed by statutory law, case law or 
regulation.

“Protected health information.”  The term shall have the meaning 
provided under the definition of “data aggregation” in 45 CFR 164.501 
(relating to definitions).

Section 3.  Chapter 83 of Title 42 is amended by adding a 
subchapter to read: 

SUBCHAPTER F 
NONMANUFACTURING SUPPLIERS 

Sec. 
8361.  Basic limitations applicable to nonmanufacturing 
 suppliers. 
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§ 8361.  Basic limitations applicable to nonmanufacturing suppliers. 
 (a)  General rule.–Except as set forth in subsection (b), a supplier 
of a product that did not manufacture the product in whole or in part 
shall be liable in a product liability action if any of the following apply: 
 (1)  The supplier exercised control over the design, 

assembly, testing, packaging or labeling of, or providing warning 
or instruction about, that aspect of the product which caused the 
harm for which recovery of damages is sought. 

 (2)  The supplier altered or modified the product, and that 
alteration or modification was the factual cause with respect to 
the harm for which recovery of damages is sought. As used in 
this paragraph, the term “alteration or modification” shall mean 
any material change in a product, including changes in the 
design, packaging or labeling of the product; changes to, removal 
of, or failure to convey any safety feature, warning or instruction, 
including safety recalls or retrofits; deterioration or damage 
caused by failure to observe proper maintenance, installation, 
preparation or storage procedures; and any changes resulting 
from repair, renovation, reconditioning, recycling or reclamation 
of the product. 

 (3)  The supplier had, at the time the supplier supplied 
the product, actual knowledge of the product defect which caused 
the harm for which recovery of damages is sought. 

 (4)  The supplier made an express factual representation 
about that aspect of the product which caused the harm for which 
recovery of damages is sought. 

 (5)  The supplier provided a component part which is 
defective. 

 (6)  The supplier imported a defective product where the 
defect in question originated outside of the United States, without 
having evaluated the fitness of the product before introducing it 
into the stream of commerce. 

 (b)  Exceptions.–Notwithstanding subsection (a), a 
nonmanufacturing supplier is liable for a defect in a product it supplies 
if any of the following apply: 
 (1)  Valid in personam jurisdiction has not been obtained 

in this Commonwealth over the manufacturer of the product. 
 (2)  The court determines there is sufficient evidence of 

risk that the manufacturer of the product would not be able to 
satisfy a judgment if found liable. 

 (c)  Dismissal of action.– 
 (1)  If an action has not been resolved within 12 months 

and the nonmanufacturing supplier has complied with all 
discovery requests filed within that period pertinent to the bases 
for liability established in subsection (a), the supplier shall be 
dismissed from the action without prejudice upon filing of an 
affidavit stating all of the following: 

 (i)  That the manufacturer has been identified and 
admits that it manufactured the product at issue. 

 (ii)  That the supplier’s involvement with the 
product does not fall within the bases for liability 
established by this section. 

 (iii)  That valid in personam jurisdiction has been 
established over the manufacturer. 

 (iv)  The court has not made a determination 
under subsection (b)(2) that there is sufficient evidence 
that the manufacturer would not be able to satisfy a 
judgment. 

 (2)  The filing of an affidavit under paragraph (1) shall 
toll the statute of limitations as to the supplier filing it. 

 (3)  If the court determines that the statements made in an 
affidavit under paragraph (1) are inaccurate, the court shall, upon 
motion of a party, immediately reinstate the claims against the 
supplier. 

 (d)  Indemnity.–A nonmanufacturing supplier dismissed under 
subsection (c) shall be entitled to full indemnity, including litigation 
expenses and counsel fees, from any manufacturing supplier held liable 
for the plaintiff’s injuries. 

 Section 4.  This act shall take effect in 60 days.  
 

On the question, 
 Will the House agree to the amendment? 
 

The SPEAKER. On that question, the Chair recognizes the 
gentleman, Mr. Gannon. 
 Mr. GANNON. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, this amendment has several sections to it, and 
what I will do is I will go over the sections, not necessarily in 
order, so the members understand the full impact. 
 First, Mr. Speaker, the amendment addresses the issue of 
food seller liability. We have seen a number of reports in 
newspapers and on the electronic media concerning lawsuits 
filed against fast food establishments, such as a McDonald’s 
and Burger King and whatever, and the allegation is made that 
because of this fast food that was served, particularly with a 
child, that the child became obese and that the obesity was 
caused by the sale of and the consumption of the fast food from 
these franchises. What this amendment says is that it gives a 
food seller immunity from those types of lawsuits. So it  
protects a McDonald’s or a local steak shop or pizza shop or 
Burger King or whatever, a fast food establishment or any retail 
food establishment, it protects that establishment from an 
allegation that that establishment is liable for any obesity as a 
result of the consumption of those foods, particularly where 
young children have used that type of fast food as their main 
source of nourishment. So that is the first provision I would like 
to discuss. 
 The second provision the bill deals with is physicians, and 
what we have is physician immunity concerning the disclosure 
of information about a patient to law enforcement. What 
happens all too frequently, unfortunately, is that someone will 
obtain a prescription from a physician, and that may be for a 
controlled substance, and the person will take the prescription 
drug and then go out on the street corner and sell it, and the 
physician will become aware of that activity. Under current law, 
because of the patient-doctor relationship, the physician cannot 
go to law enforcement and tell them that he or she has a patient 
who is selling controlled drugs that have been prescribed for a 
medical condition to that patient. This provision of the 
amendment would allow the physician to report that activity to 
law enforcement, and the physician would have immunity from 
any lawsuit that may be filed because of the disclosure of that 
information. 
 Another section of this amendment deals with what has been 
called the innocent seller, and this would be perhaps a local 
hardware store or dealer or seller of some product where the 
seller did not have anything to do with the manufacture, with 
the assembly, with any warnings or whatever with respect to 
that product, and if a claim is made because the product was 
defective, that innocent seller would be immune from any 
liability. So this has been a problem with many small businesses 
where a product was sold off the shelf and was found to be 
defective and cause injury, and the seller, who basically had 
nothing to do with the manufacture or assembly of the product, 
found themselves in court being sued as a result of injury. This 
provision would provide immunity from liability for that 
innocent seller. Many small businesses have complained about 
being dragged into that type of litigation and they have sought  
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some protection from us for that type of lawsuit, and this section 
of the amendment provides for the immunity that the business 
community has sought on that issue. 
 Finally, Mr. Speaker, the amendment is a major change in 
the law of what is called joint and several liability, or fair share 
as the shorthand expression has come to be called. What the 
amendment does, it allows for proportional liability between 
defendants based upon that defendant’s allocated share of 
responsibility, that defendant’s allocated fair share of 
responsibility. It adds an element of comparative negligence, 
which is not in current law, and basically that says that where 
the defendant is less responsible than the plaintiff, then the 
plaintiff cannot recover from that defendant, that that defendant 
is immune because his share of the responsibility is less than the 
injured plaintiff. 
 The second thing it does is it provides a safety net, and that 
safety net says basically that where a defendant is insolvent or 
bankrupt or the insurance coverage is insufficient, that that 
defendant’s share is allocated among the other parties, and I say 
parties because that means the plaintiff is also included in that 
definition. So the allocation for an insolvent, bankrupt, or a 
defendant who is not insured is allocated proportionately among 
the parties to the litigation, and the plaintiff also shares in that 
allocation, which means the plaintiff would see a reduction in 
the amount of compensation based upon that allocation. 
 The other thing that the provision does is it allows for 
contribution and indemnity, and that is a case where a defendant 
has been found to have been hiding assets or was really not 
bankrupt, and through a discovery it is determined that in fact 
they did have funds available to compensate someone that was 
injured by their activity, that the parties could seek recovery 
from that defendant and could receive their allocation back from 
that defendant who attempted to hide their assets or was really 
not bankrupt. So it allows for the parties, including the plaintiff, 
to seek contribution and indemnity from that particular 
defendant. 
 I believe that this is a very fair approach to a difficult 
situation. It is a major change in law that has been in existence 
since the Middle Ages when it was first developed. It is well 
settled in the common law. However, there have been some 
requests for some change by people involved in this type of 
litigation, which, by the way, is very infrequent. The number of 
lawsuits where you have this type of a scenario is very, very 
few. In many instances, they involve substantial amounts of 
money, but the number of lawsuits is very, very few where you 
get into these scenarios of joint and several liability. 
 So that is a summary of the amendment. I think it is a good 
amendment. It is good for the business community. It helps the 
physicians with a problem that they have had for some time.  
It helps the seller, the innocent seller, the businessman in the 
local neighborhood, and it helps the situation of the food seller 
who is being accused of negligence because one of the kids 
became overweight as a result of eating too many hamburgers 
or hotdogs or whatever, and I would ask for a “yes” vote on this 
amendment. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 
(MATTHEW E. BAKER) PRESIDING 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the 
gentleman and recognizes the gentleman from Allegheny 
County, Mr. Turzai. 
 Mr. TURZAI. Mr. Speaker, if I might ask the maker of the 
amendment just a few questions. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman has agreed, and 
you may proceed. 
 Mr. TURZAI. Mr. Speaker, if you could, with respect to 
paragraph (4) on page 2, it is (a)(4) on page 2 with respect to the 
quote, unquote, “deficiency.” 
 Mr. GANNON. I am sorry, Mr. Speaker. What is the line 
number? Page 2, line number— 
 Mr. TURZAI. Yes; I am sorry. Right at the top of page 2. 
 Mr. GANNON. Oh, okay. Beginning with “In a case”? 
 Mr. TURZAI. Yes; it would be (a)(4). 
 Mr. GANNON. Okay. 
 Mr. TURZAI. This provision applies to both those – and I 
just want to get a clarification on this – it applies to both cases 
where the—  Does it apply to cases where the plaintiff has not 
been assessed any fault at all? 
 Mr. GANNON. In a case where the plaintiff has not been 
assessed any fault at all, the plaintiff would still be assessed 
based upon that deficiency, because it says “the parties.” That 
defendant would be liable to the plaintiff for their proportional 
share, but since there was a deficiency, the allocation of that 
share would be among all parties, including the plaintiff. 
 Mr. TURZAI. Thank you very much. 
 Mr. Speaker, if I may speak—  If I might speak last. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman is in order and 
may proceed. 
 Mr. TURZAI. If there are any other speakers on the 
amendment, I would just beg off and be the last person to speak 
on the amendment. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman wants to speak 
for the second time at a later date. 
 Mr. Turzai? 
 Mr. TURZAI. Yes. The first was an interrogation, right? Not 
speaking on the bill itself or the amendment itself, correct? 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. That does count. 
 Mr. TURZAI. Okay. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. So if you would like to 
continue on first recognition, you may proceed. 
 Mr. TURZAI. Okay. Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. 
 I would urge the members to oppose the Gannon amendment 
5870 and explain that with respect to the original Fair Share Act 
that we passed back in 2002, that was signed by Governor 
Schweiker, it is essentially put into play in SB 435, and the fact 
of the matter is, the amendment as proposed by its maker 
eviscerates, really eviscerates what the Fair Share Act was 
designed to do, and the Fair Share Act was a compromise.  
Back in 2002 this body passed that compromise legislation with 
153 “yes” votes in a bipartisan manner, and it was signed by 
Governor Schweiker and enacted into law. It brought common 
sense and fair legal reforms to our system that everybody in the 
employer community and in the hospital community especially 
were seeking. 
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What happens is that we have a system that right now 
punishes, punishes defendants who are found significantly less, 
say they are found 10 percent at fault and there is $1 million 
damage. Under a joint liability system, people can go after them 
for the entire 100 percent amount. Yes, there is some reform in 
the maker’s amendment, but it does not go to the full extent  
of the reform that was enacted back in 2002, known as the  
Fair Share Act, or that is embodied here in SB 435. 
 Yes, it is also true that the maker has included some very 
limited tort reform measures, albeit I am not so sure that he or 
others here necessarily buy into those because I think that those 
amendments have actually been put into this bill to kill the bill 
overall and to ostensibly look like they are in favor of some 
lawsuit abuse reform measures. But what I would say is that 
these minimal tort reform measures, which I would support 
individually if they were brought out of committee, really 
should not be dealt with in the Fair Share Act by way of, one 
example, a member on our side of the aisle has sponsored an 
innocent-seller bill that is still sitting in the Judiciary Committee 
and has not been moved out of committee and that would more 
definitively handle the innocent-seller issues as opposed to 
being sort of a Catch-22 with respect to people looking at the 
maker’s amendment. 
 I would like to tell everybody that if you are in fact in favor 
of making it better for hospitals, making it better for the medical 
community, making it better for the employer community, the 
Gannon amendment, or this amendment, excuse me, eviscerates 
the Fair Share Act and will ultimately kill any opportunity for 
reform, and I would ask everybody here to vote against it. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the 
gentleman and recognizes the gentleman from Montgomery 
County, Mr. Leach. 
 Mr. LEACH. Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of the Gannon 
amendment, and I would just like to talk about why. The reason 
I supported the Gannon amendment is because of what 
Representative Gannon said about the safety net. There has been 
some discussion about the unfairness of having a defendant pay 
more than their allocated share of negligence in litigation, and  
I admit, Mr. Speaker, that that is unfair. However, the theory  
of joint and several liability, and this is a theory which is 
hundreds of years old and widely accepted throughout the 
Western World, is that there is going to be an unfairness, and 
the choice we have is being unfair to a defendant who has been 
found to be in part at fault and being unfair to an innocent 
injured defendant, a plaintiff, an innocent injured victim who 
possibly for the rest of his or her life will be unable to work, 
will be unable to provide for their family, will be unable to pay 
their mortgage, will be unable to pay their medical bills, and the 
question is, as a society, where is the greater risk of unfairness? 
And the reason that I come down on the side of the Gannon 
amendment is because I have asked dozens of supporters all 
across the State of SB 435 to tell me what happens to the person 
who is in an accident and is unable to work for the rest of their 
life, and let us say they get $3 million of out-of-pocket expenses 
and the jury gives them $5 million, but they give the party with 
the insurance 10 percent liability and the other party without 
insurance 90 percent liability. The person gets $500,000 minus 
legal costs, minus court costs, in order to provide for his needs 
for the rest of his life. What happens to that person? Who pays 
his medical bills? Maybe the answer is that, you know, he is just 
out of luck; he has to live on the street; his family does not get 
any help; his mortgage does not get paid; the nursing care  

he needs is not provided; his children’s education is not 
provided. Maybe that is the answer that we as a society have to 
come to, but if that is true, just tell me that, and the fact that  
I do not get an answer to that question but instead get 
euphemism after euphemism about the balancing of interest and 
fair share and all of that suggests to me that even the proponents 
of this act are troubled by the obvious and inevitable 
consequences of this act. 
 Now, maybe – and I could go along with this – maybe we 
should not put the burden on a defendant who is partially at 
fault but maybe we should not put the burden on that defendant. 
Maybe the government should pick that up. Of course, many of 
the same people who support this 435 oppose any of the 
government programs that might do that, and certainly we have 
not heard any call for creating some kind of program in order to 
care for these people, and I think it is irresponsible for us to pass 
a bill that takes away compensation from people who are 
potentially crippled for life, with children and families, without 
providing some alternative to those people. 
 So, Mr. Speaker, I urge you to support the Gannon 
amendment because at least it provides a safety net. Do you as 
the taxpayers want to pick up the bill for this? If so, we should 
talk about this concurrently with passing the bill. 
 There were also some comments from the prime sponsor of 
the underlying bill about this being good for defendants. This is 
not good for all defendants. This is good for some defendants. 
For example, in the context of medical malpractice, if the 
hospital is not on the hook frequently, it will be the personal 
assets of the doctors that the victims have to go to in order to 
recover, which is why in the past around the country, doctors 
groups have actually come out against this sort of reform. Now, 
I know that is not the case entirely this time, although it was in 
Pennsylvania at one time, but I can tell you, I have received 
many phone calls from doctors in my district who are saying, 
look, you know, I cannot say this publicly, but this does not 
help me. This may help hospitals, and it is important to help 
hospitals, but this does not help individual doctors and it does 
not help individual defendants whose personal assets might be 
at risk as a result of this. 
 But more than that, Mr. Speaker, I would love some 
supporter of this, whether it is the prime sponsor or any other 
supporter of this bill, to stand up on this floor, to have the 
courage to look the people of Pennsylvania in the eye, and to 
say what happens to the people who are going to be left behind 
here. Are they going to be on the street? If so, tell us that. Are 
they going to be denied basic care? If so, tell us that and defend 
it; say that is what we have to do. But if you are unwilling to tell 
us what happens to the victims who are left behind, then  
I suggest you are doing a disservice to the people of 
Pennsylvania and you are acting irresponsibly, because we have 
to protect them as well. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the 
gentleman and recognizes the gentleman from Philadelphia 
County, Mr. Cohen. 
 Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, it is tough to follow that speech, 
because Representative Leach very eloquently and articulately 
and passionately discussed why the Gannon amendment is 
important. 
 The Gannon amendment is a compromise. It is a different 
sort of compromise than Representative Turzai would like.  
It is a different sort of compromise, frankly, than I would like.  
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I am not certain of the merits of the protection for the food 
industry, and there are some critics from the Democratic side. 
Of the concessions made, some Democrats think there are too 
many concessions made. But regardless of while nobody is ever 
going to agree with everybody else in the legislature as to what 
a perfect compromise is, this is certainly a reasonable 
compromise. This is an amendment that does deal with 
competing interests, that does provide the safety net that 
Representative Leach talks about, that does provide some tort 
reform elements that Representative Turzai likes. This is 
something that we can be proud does represent a diverse variety 
of interests and does serve a diverse variety of purposes. This is 
the kind of amendment that shows the legislature at its best, 
serving a variety of views, passions, interests, concerns, 
outlooks, and so forth. 
 I commend Mr. Gannon for his work on this amendment.  
I urge an affirmative vote for it. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the 
gentleman and recognizes the gentleman from Lehigh County, 
Mr. Reichley. 
 Mr. REICHLEY. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Would the maker of the amendment stand for brief 
interrogation? 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman agrees, and you 
may proceed. 
 Mr. REICHLEY. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, in reviewing your reference to food purveyor 
immunity, which I believe is on page 3 of your amendment, you 
describe various protections, which I believe you felt were 
existing within this legislation. May I ask you, in looking at 
paragraph (a) of the food purveyor immunity section that you 
have described, it sets forth a defense for the seller of a 
completed food product. Is that correct, Mr. Speaker? 
 Mr. GANNON. Correct. 
 Mr. REICHLEY. Would you agree that that refers to the 
seller at the final point of transaction or commerce? 
 Mr. GANNON. Not necessarily. In the Restatement of Torts, 
section 402(a) and 402(b), the term “seller” is used, and that 
means any seller, and I believe that the same would apply here. 
 Mr. REICHLEY. Yet, Mr. Speaker, in subsection (c) of your 
paragraph, you say that subsection (a) shall be strictly construed 
such that seller would not refer to the manufacturer of food 
components, the farmer who raised the products, the marketer, 
the processing plant, all of which who under a strict 
construction, Mr. Speaker, would not fall within the definition 
of your own paragraph (a). 
 Mr. GANNON. Correct, Mr. Speaker, but the litigation that 
has arisen as a result of this overeating and getting obese, none 
of that litigation, to my knowledge, has been directed at the 
farmer or the manufacturer. It has mostly been directed at the 
person who provides the food directly to the consumer, and that 
is really where this is focused on, to dissuade that type of a 
lawsuit and provide the immunity for that individual from a 
claim that because they sold food to someone, that they became 
obese. 
 Mr. REICHLEY. Well, I take it then, Mr. Speaker, that your 
own admission then is that the scope of protection offered by 
your amendment language is narrower than what this House 
passed by 191 to 7 on June 21 with HB 670, where we offered 
protection to manufacturers, packers, distributors, carriers, 
holders, sellers, marketers, and advertisers of food products as 

defined by the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act.  
Would that be true, Mr. Speaker? 
 Mr. GANNON. The language in the amendment is not quite 
as comprehensive as that, but if that manufacturer, for example, 
is selling to the consumer, then they would be immune for that 
sale. Sometimes manufacturers sell directly to the consumer. 
 Mr. REICHLEY. And also they sell into further chains of 
commerce where it goes to distributors, then to further— 
 Mr. GANNON. Correct; correct. We are only looking at 
those situations where they are selling to the consumer.  
Farmers sometimes sell directly to the consumer. 
Manufacturers, distributors sometimes sell directly to the 
consumer, and in that situation they would be immune from 
liability. 
 Mr. REICHLEY. Continuing with your language with 
paragraph (a), Mr. Speaker, you asserted that the seller of the 
completed food product – and it is a completed food product – 
would be entitled to assert the defense of voluntary assumption 
of the risk to the claim arising regarding weight gain or obesity. 
Is this a new defense that a food seller of a completed product 
would be allowed to raise now, Mr. Speaker? 
 Mr. GANNON. Mr. Speaker, yes. It is difficult for someone 
to assert the claim of assumption of the risk when you are 
saying over a period of time. This does not happen with one 
event; this is something that occurs over a period of time, 
maybe several months or several years, and you are now not 
going to have to look at each instance each time there was a 
purchase and try to raise that assumption-of-the risk defense. 
Now you raise the assumption of the risk to the entire claim, 
that no matter how long you were purchasing this food from this 
particular seller, that assumption of the risk applies to every 
single purchase that led to the result which brought you into the 
lawsuit. 
 Mr. REICHLEY. Well, Mr. Speaker, is not this a common 
law defense that one could already raise as far as assumption of 
the risk? 
 Mr. GANNON. Not in this type of instance. There are a 
whole bunch of legal articles in journals and studies on the 
assumption-of-the-risk defense. Most of the times it applies 
where the danger is clearly known. You have to show that the 
plaintiff was aware of the danger, knew that the danger existed, 
assumed the danger, knowing that there was a hazard. So if you 
do not have those elements, you do not have the common law 
assumption of the risk. Here we are by statute saying that a 
seller of fast food products, for example, to an individual who is 
now claiming that they became obese as a result of the purchase 
and consumption, that assumption of the risk is given to you by 
statute. You do not have to go into all those elements of the 
defense of the assumption of the risk. 
 Mr. REICHLEY. Could not a defendant raise the 
assumption-of-the-risk defense if there was evidence that the 
plaintiff had known of the associated risks with that conduct? 
 Mr. GANNON. I would imagine yes, but that is a 
tremendous burden that you are placing on the defendant, to go 
through the discovery that they would have to go through to 
establish the validity of that defense. Remember, they have to 
meet all of the elements of the defense to successfully assert it, 
and if any one of those elements fails, then the defense fails 
under the common law. We are changing that here and saying 
by statute you are entitled to that defense when the claim is 
asserted along the lines of that previously stated. 
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Mr. REICHLEY. And yet, Mr. Speaker, in the very next 
paragraph, you withdraw that defense for a claim of weight 
gain, obesity, or other health condition associated with the 
weight gain or obesity based upon a violation of Federal or 
State law. Is that not correct? 
 Mr. GANNON. Well, that language is pretty clear. If 
somebody does something to you and they violated a State law 
or a Federal law by their action and you had an adverse result –
for example, you became obese, because whatever I did to you, 
I was in violation of the law – there is no reason why somebody 
should give me the defense of assumption of the risk when I am 
a lawbreaker. 
 Mr. REICHLEY. So, Mr. Speaker, is it possible that one 
could claim a violation of a Federal OSHA (Occupational 
Safety and Health Administration) law or some other State law 
that has nothing to do with the misbranding, the adulteration, 
the contamination, the deception to the consumer, but you 
would still, under your amendment, allow that defense to be 
withdrawn. 
 Mr. GANNON. Not true, Mr. Speaker. You must establish a 
causal relationship between the actor’s act and the consequence 
of that act. If the violation of the law had nothing to do with  
the consequence of the act that you are claiming or the injury, 
then the defense would be available. 
 Mr. REICHLEY. All I am doing is reading the plain 
language of the amendment, Mr. Speaker, and it says that 
subsection (a) shall not apply if it is based upon a violation of 
Federal or State law. It does not relate, this supposed violation, 
to anything related to material violation of an adulteration or 
misbranding requirement, as this House passed in HB 670 last 
year. It does not deal with a material violation of Federal or 
State law applicable to manufacturing, marketing, distribution, 
advertising, labeling, or anything related to the claim of the 
injury. So I think that the language here opens it up to many 
more kinds of laws that one could allege to escape the coverage 
of voluntary assumption of the risk. 
 Mr. GANNON. Not true, Mr. Speaker, because as I said 
before, there is a very important principle of law that we are 
talking about, and that is a causal relationship. If the plaintiff 
cannot establish a causal relationship between that violation of 
the State or Federal law in the action that they took, I mean, you 
could say, well, you went through a traffic light yesterday; that 
was a violation of State law; therefore, you cannot assert the 
defense. There has to be a causal connection between the injury 
and the act that was done by the defendant in order for  
that defense not to be available. If the plaintiff cannot  
establish a causal connection, then the defendant has that 
assumption-of-the-risk defense available to him by statute.  
He has that immunity. 
 Mr. REICHLEY. Okay. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Now, on the amendment. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman may proceed. 
 Mr. REICHLEY. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 With all due respect to the gentleman from Delaware,  
I believe that this particular portion of the amendment is a 
chimera. It is a deceptive aspect to what it was claimed to offer. 
 This very House passed by a vote of 191 to 7, back on  
June 21 of 2005, HB 670, which I am the prime sponsor of and 
many other members here supported. The protections afforded 
to not only the final seller of the food product but, as I referred 
to earlier, manufacturers, packers, distributors, carriers, holders, 
sellers, marketers, and advertisers are much more extensive than 

the kind of illusory protection that the gentleman is offering 
through this amendment in this language here tonight. I would 
caution the members who represent agricultural areas, who have 
large food processors in their districts, stretching from the 
Herr’s plant up in Berwick to turkey plants out anywhere else, 
to food manufacturing plants and commercial sellers, that the 
protections that are supposedly offered under the Gannon 
amendment are in fact not there. 
 And the plain reading of the language of this amendment 
states that the voluntary assumption-of-the-risk protection 
which is supposedly being given to you in one hand is being 
withdrawn with the other with the statement that the condition 
can be “…associated with weight gain or obesity based upon a 
violation of a Federal or State law.” It does not specify a 
Federal or State law that is related to food contamination or 
misbranding or qualifications around food. I think, in fact, the 
gentleman is correct that one could argue that somehow a claim 
can be made, you went through a traffic light, you caused the 
food to somehow have something done to it, and now I suffer 
from obesity. I am suffering from emotional distress and I have 
obesity. I think actually it is much more likely one could claim 
OSHA violations or workplace violations unrelated to the 
quality of the food that one is consuming, and by doing so,  
you would then fall into the last part of that very paragraph: 
“This subsection applies regardless of the nature of the 
claim….” 
 So I would caution the members to look very carefully,  
urge a defeat of the Gannon amendment to any of you who 
represent agricultural areas or where there are employers of 
food processing plants, that this amendment does not offer your 
workers, your constituents, any protection. 
 Thank you. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the 
gentleman and recognizes the gentlelady from Montgomery 
County, Ms. Harper. 
 Ms. HARPER. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Without the Gannon amendment, SB 435 is neither fair nor 
just. The tort system has existed in Pennsylvania for hundreds 
of years and for hundreds of years before Pennsylvania for  
two reasons: to compensate victims who are injured by the 
carelessness or recklessness of others and to deter careless and 
reckless behavior in the future. 
 Without the Gannon amendment, SB 435 turns our tort 
system on its head and makes it instead a system which is unfair 
to victims and actually unjust. Right now if two parties join to 
injure another person, they share responsibility to make that 
person whole. Without the Gannon amendment, SB 435 would 
change that and leave the injured victim uncompensated for 
damages. This is not right. 
 Many things have occurred in Pennsylvania which have been 
beneficial because of tort liability. How many times has a good 
decision been made when someone said, we better not do that; 
we might get sued? Actually, causing people to worry that they 
might be responsible for harming another is a good thing. It is 
something that the common law has long recognized as a 
beneficial part of assigning joint liability to actions that jointly 
cause harm. 
 Without the Gannon amendment, SB 435 is a radical and 
unwarranted change in Pennsylvania law. It will advantage 
insurance companies and those who join to damage people, and 
it will hurt innocent victims. Without the Gannon amendment, 
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SB 435 should be defeated. With the Gannon amendment, it is 
more acceptable. 
 I urge support for the Gannon amendment. Thank you very 
much, Mr. Speaker. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the lady and 
recognizes the gentleman from Lancaster County, Mr. Boyd. 
 Mr. BOYD. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I just rise very, very briefly to oppose the Gannon 
amendment. I am somewhat intrigued by a part of the process. 
We received a letter this evening from the Governor’s Office 
regarding some language, similar to language that I actually 
have in a House bill, which is HB 735, which I introduced 
actually over a year ago that is currently in the Judiciary 
Committee, regarding what we call innocent seller. 
 Some of the principles that we put forth in our “innocent 
seller” language is currently in the Gannon amendment being 
offered in this bill, and one would think I would like that. 
However, I rise to oppose this. I appreciate sort of the vote  
of confidence in the principle in the Gannon amendment.  
I certainly appreciate the administration’s support of the concept 
of protecting innocent sellers. However, I think it is a bill that 
should stand on its own. I do not think it is an appropriate way 
of doing this. In fact, last session I considered working 
“innocent seller” as an amendment into another bill and was 
told that that was probably not the best way to go, that it should 
stand on its own. I am looking forward to certainly the 
Governor’s help in maybe getting “innocent seller” moved and 
working with the Judiciary Committee, but in the meantime,  
I wholeheartedly oppose introducing this language into SB 435. 
 If we amend this piece of legislation, it is a death knell. The 
bill will not pass. We need to get this past the House in its 
current form without amendment, get it onto the Governor’s 
desk, and get it into law. It is long overdue, and so while I love 
the principles of “innocent seller” and look forward to support 
from the members in the future, I would oppose doing it in the 
amendment, what is it, 5870, the Gannon amendment. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the 
gentleman and recognizes the gentleman from Philadelphia 
County, Mr. Thomas. 
 Mr. THOMAS. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of the Gannon amendment. 
Whether you support it or do not support SB 435, I think the 
key word with respect to the Gannon amendment is “balance,” 
is “balance.” So often when we deal with this issue of tort 
reform, the discussion can always turn on, should I give all 
protections to businesses; should I look out for the injured party, 
and it is usually one way or the other. 
 What the Gannon amendment represents is balance, placing 
responsibility where it belongs. If an injured party not only 
contributed to his or her injury but created the environment in 
which the injury occurred, then the retailer, wholesaler business 
should not have to bear total responsibility. And I think that the 
Gannon amendment advances a principle that we should remain 
mindful of when we passed the Gannon amendment, because in 
the world of personal injury, it should never be an either-or 
situation. We should always look at the totality of circumstances 
and be willing to strike a balance between the injured party and 
the party that we believe created the injury. 
 So I want to say thank you to Mr. Gannon. What he has done 
is taken a bill that we might not have had any appreciation for 
or might have had all the appreciation necessary for it, but what 

he has done is taken it and provided an avenue of balance. That 
is always both a noble and appropriate path to take when 
dealing with this whole issue of tort reform. 
 And so, Mr. Gannon, I say thank you, and I thank in advance 
the majority of members who will support this giant step in 
reference to this issue. Thank you. 

HARRISBURG LEGISLATIVE LEAVE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the 
gentleman and recognizes the majority leader for a Capitol 
leave request.  
 Mr. S. SMITH. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  
 I need to put the gentleman from Dauphin County,  
Mr. McNAUGHTON, on Capitol leave.  
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the 
gentleman, and the gentleman, Mr. McNaughton, will be placed 
on Capitol leave. 

CONSIDERATION OF SB 435 CONTINUED 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair recognizes the 
gentleman, Mr. Hennessey. 
 Mr. HENNESSEY. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 As we have heard from prior speakers, the current system of 
joint and several liability works well in most circumstances. 
Where it does have problems is where we have a defendant who 
simply is unable to pay because he is bankrupt, uninsured, or 
judgment-proof, and in those circumstances the system begins 
to fail. At that point our current system places the unfairness— 
Recognizing that one of the defendants is not going to be able to 
pay, there is going to be an inevitable unfairness that results. 
The current system places that unfairness and shares it among 
the other defendants who have been found negligent by a jury. 
 SB 435 in its current form, without the Gannon amendment, 
would place that burden of loss on the innocent plaintiff. The 
Gannon proposal recognizes that perfect fairness is not possible 
and it shares that loss between the plaintiff and the defendant or 
defendants, and that is clearly preferable to an alternative that 
says, whenever there is a loss, it is going to be placed on the 
shoulders of an innocent plaintiff. 
 The Gannon proposal has a number of other proposals, 
immunities for pass-through suppliers and for food sellers and 
for doctors, but the most important aspect of the amendment is 
that it strikes a fair balance when there is a loss and it shares 
that loss among plaintiffs and the defendant or defendants. It is 
much more preferable than placing all of that loss on an 
innocent plaintiff. 
 So I ask you to support the Gannon amendment. Thank you, 
Mr. Speaker. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the 
gentleman and recognizes the gentleman, Mr. Belfanti, from 
Northumberland County. 
 Mr. BELFANTI. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  
 Mr. Speaker, would the gentleman, Mr. Gannon, rise for a 
brief interrogation? 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman, Mr. Gannon, 
agrees, and you may proceed. 
 Mr. BELFANTI. Thank you. 
 Would the gentleman or the maker of the amendment please 
explain to me what your amendment did to the 60-percent 
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threshold that exists in SB 435, how that was impacted by your 
amendment? 
 Mr. GANNON. Mr. Speaker, thank you. 
 What I tried to do here in crafting this amendment – and  
I drew upon my experience both as an attorney and also  
as an individual who worked in the insurance industry in the 
claims area for a number of years before coming to the  
General Assembly, so I drew upon that experience and that 
training – what I wanted to do was create a bill that was fair and 
balanced and that was fair and just. What I do is I say, look, if 
the jury finds several defendants guilty of causing an injury to 
someone who is totally innocent and then the jury allocates the 
percentage of responsibility among those parties, that they will 
be responsible for that allocation if they have the assets, if they 
have the insurance, if they have the ability to pay.  
 Now, frequently those percentages are very close, in my 
experience in dealing with cases. You do have a number of— 
Sometimes you have a case where a party is actually less 
responsible than the negligence of the plaintiff. Well, I make 
another change in the law at that juncture. Under current law, 
the party, irrespective of how small their liability is compared to 
the plaintiff, they still have to kick in for the allocation. In my 
plan the defendant whose liability is less than the plaintiff’s 
owes the plaintiff nothing. So we have an element of 
comparative liability here. So you have that aspect of it. 
 Now you have the problem of the defendant who has no 
assets. He has no insurance; he has no assets; he has got no 
ability to pay. His proportion, his portion of the liability is 
allocated among all of the other parties. This is the safety net; 
this is the safety net, and this is where I really part company 
with the underlying bill. You provide a safety net so that that 
plaintiff is reasonably compensated for that injury even where 
one of the defendants has no assets or has no insurance or is 
bankrupt or has no ability, but even that is a portion among all 
the parties. So if you have a defendant who has an allocation of 
a certain percentage of liability and they cannot pay, that 
percentage is divided among everybody, including the plaintiff. 
So for that percentage, the plaintiff does not collect. 
 And then I added another safety net in there, and I said 
where those defendants have been required to contribute 
proportionately for the defendant that has no assets, that they 
will have the right of indemnity and contribution so that at any 
time at all they can go back against that defendant if they find 
assets that perhaps were hidden, and that is not infrequent where 
defendants will hide assets to protect themselves from a 
judgment. If they are found, then those parties can collect their 
money back from that defendant who told the court that they 
had no assets and could not pay. 
 So that is how I treat that aspect of the liability and the 
payment, to protect, give that safety net to protect the defendant, 
to protect the plaintiff, and also to protect the defendants, 
because now one of the arguments you always had was, you 
talked about that case I think down in Florida where the one 
defendant was 1 percent responsible and said you are going to 
pay the whole thing. You cannot do that now. You cannot do 
that under this plan. That is why I think it is fair. I think it is 
balanced and I think it is fair and I think it is just. 
 Mr. BELFANTI. Mr. Speaker, getting back to the 60-percent 
threshold that exists in SB 435, would the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania be 1 of only 50 States to employ that floor or 
ceiling, whatever the 60 percent would be under the Senate bill 
as it arrived here? 

 Mr. GANNON. Mr. Speaker, the proponents of the 
underlying bill frequently will have a map, and they will show 
you a map and they will have all these States colored in green or 
some other color and say, all these States have enacted some 
type of fair share or joint and several liability reform. What they 
forget to tell you is that none of them, none of them have 
instituted the draconian type of measure that is in the underlying 
bill. In fact, when this bill was originally, when this measure 
was debated a couple years ago, everybody said Texas,  
Texas has joint and several; they have done the reform, the 
President’s home State. However, Texas has a safety net, and 
most other States have a safety net, because they realize that the 
people who are paying here have been found guilty by a jury 
who has heard the case, knows the facts, seen the witnesses, and 
more importantly, seen the injuries that were caused by their 
conduct. So this safety net is an integral part of this, and most 
other States have put a safety net in. 
 Mr. BELFANTI. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 That concludes my interrogation. I would like to speak on 
the amendment. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman is in order and 
may proceed. 
 Mr. BELFANTI. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I think many of my colleagues before me have more 
eloquently described why they are supporting the Gannon 
amendment, so I will not try to be repetitive. I simply wanted 
for the benefit of those members who really did not understand 
heretofore during the debate about the mechanism put in place 
within the Gannon amendment to distribute the responsibility to 
parties that are liable, including in the case of the injured person 
being partially liable, how that distribution formula would be 
applied and would work with the Gannon amendment. 
 I can tell you this, Mr. Speaker: Without the Gannon 
amendment, SB 435 places Pennsylvania in a class by itself, a 
class by itself, where the injured party is left helpless in many, 
many instances. If SB 435 passes, one of my colleagues from 
the other side said that it will go straight to the Governor. 
Mr. Speaker, that might be true, without the Gannon 
amendment. I do not believe by the tone of the Governor’s letter 
or discussions with his office that he would be inclined to sign 
SB 435 without the Gannon amendment. It is not often that the 
Governor’s Office weighs in on an amendment on an issue like 
this. 
 But trust me, Mr. Speaker, this is a very, very important 
issue. It is important to small business; it is important to big 
business; it is important to the medical community, to the 
hospitals and the doctors, and like Representative Leach, I have 
a lot of doctors in my district and SB 435 does not help them. 
The Gannon amendment helps them far greater, and if it is 
imparted as a piece of this bill, I believe that many of those 
folks will be happy. 
 And finally the argument by one of the other speakers that 
those people that might grow potatoes for Weis Markets in 
Berwick who might be at some point charged with obesity and 
that the Gannon amendment does not address that because there 
is no cause-and-effect relationship specifically mentioned, 
Mr. Speaker, that again is definitely a red herring. This 
Commonwealth for 250-plus years has enjoyed a judicial 
system where there is a judge and there is a jury to hear whether 
or not the allegations made by a defendant or a plaintiff are 
ludicrous or ridiculous. The court system works fine, and  
I believe they can separate fact from fiction when it comes to 
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whether or not a potato farmer is responsible because someone 
ate too many Weis potato chips in Pittsburgh. 
 I strongly support the Gannon amendment, and I would like 
to add to the chorus of those who say that this language brings 
fairness to SB 435. Thank you. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the 
gentleman and recognizes the gentleman from Northampton 
County, Mr. Dally. 
 Mr. DALLY. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I would like to interrogate the maker of the amendment, 
please. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman agrees, and you 
may proceed. 
 Mr. DALLY. Okay. Mr. Speaker, I have read over 
paragraphs 7102(a)(2), (3), and (4), and my question pertains to 
subparagraph (4). Could you explain to me, does that language 
in that paragraph apply only in an instance where, along with a 
defendant, a plaintiff is also found to some degree at fault? 
 Mr. GANNON. Could you refer me to the specific page and 
line number, Mr. Speaker? 
 Mr. DALLY. Yes, it is page 2, line 2, is where the paragraph 
begins. It says, “In a case in which a defendant has been found 
jointly liable pursuant to paragraphs (2) and (3)....” 
 Mr. GANNON. And what was your question? 
 Mr. DALLY. And my question is, does the language of that 
paragraph, since it says “…jointly liable pursuant to paragraphs 
(2) and (3),” does the language of that paragraph only apply in 
instances where a plaintiff has been found to be to some degree 
at fault? 
 Mr. GANNON. Where there is a deficiency, the plaintiff 
shares in that deficiency proportionally, but also where the 
plaintiff is more responsible than the defendant against whom 
he is seeking recovery, one of the defendants, he does not 
recover anything from that defendant. 
 Mr. DALLY. Okay. So would paragraph (4) apply in an 
instance where the plaintiff was not at fault? 
 Mr. GANNON. I think I answered that question before.  
If the plaintiff was not at fault, he is not going to see any 
reduction in the amount that he would be entitled to as a matter 
of judgment. Now, based upon the formula that I put into this 
bill, he may very well have to share in the reduction of the 
amount that he would receive from a defendant who was 
insolvent or bankrupt or unable to pay. 
 Mr. DALLY. Well, in an instance where a plaintiff is not at 
fault, is there a reallocation of that deficiency among those 
defendants that are not deficient? 
 Mr. GANNON. Correct, including the plaintiff. It is 
allocated among all of the parties, not just the defendants. 
 Mr. DALLY. But if the plaintiff was not at fault, there would 
be no allocation as to the plaintiff? 
 Mr. GANNON. This is the deficiency, not the allocation of 
liability. This is the allocation of the deficiency. 
 Mr. DALLY. Okay. And then how would the allocation 
apply to the plaintiff in that instance? 
 Mr. GANNON. Well, his allocation would be reduced. All of 
the other defendants, their allocation would be increased 
proportionate to their responsibility, and then the plaintiff would 
have the rest of the allocation assigned to him or her— 
 Mr. DALLY. I think we are confusing deficiency with 
percent of fault. 
 Mr. GANNON. —with respect to the defendant who has no 
assets. 

 Mr. DALLY. If you have a situation, Mr. Speaker, where a 
plaintiff is not at fault, say you have three defendants equally at 
fault, one of whom is deficient, who pays the judgment in that 
instance? 
 Mr. GANNON. I am sorry. What— 
 Mr. DALLY. In what percentage? 
 Mr. GANNON. Well, it depends on how the jury would 
allocate the percentage among the defendants. 
 Mr. DALLY. I am saying—  Let us make it easy. The 
plaintiff is not at fault. You have two defendants that are equally 
at fault, 50 percent. 
 Mr. GANNON. Correct. 
 Mr. DALLY. One of them is deficient, insolvent. Who— 
 Mr. GANNON. In that particular instance – okay;  
I understand what you are saying – in that particular instance,  
if the plaintiff, the plaintiff could elect to recover against that 
defendant who had sufficient assets to pay, to pay for the injury, 
but then there is a right of contribution from that defendant to 
the other defendant for that share of responsibility, so the right 
exists, continues to exist. 
 It is very—  Because Pennsylvania is now a  
comparative-negligent State, there usually is in most instances 
some allocation, except in the unique cases, there is some 
allocation of liability to the defendant because of some conduct. 
So in most cases you are going to see some allocation to the 
plaintiff. 
 Mr. DALLY. Now, if you just changed that situation to 
having a defendant at fault 51 percent, the other defendant at 
fault 49 percent, and the 51-percent defendant is deficient or 
insolvent, what happens in that instance? 
 Mr. GANNON. The remaining defendant would only be 
responsible for his percentage, a proportionate percentage. 
 Mr. DALLY. So in that instance he would be responsible for 
49 percent of the judgment? 
 Mr. GANNON. The plaintiff could seek recovery from that 
party. You have got to go back to the original, the first 
paragraph of the bill, where there is more than one defendant, 
damages awarded in the ratio of the amount of causal 
negligence, the ratio of causal negligence, “…the amount of 
causal negligence attributed to all defendants…,” that “…the 
plaintiff may recover the full amount of the allowed recovery 
from any defendant from whom recovery is allowed.” 
 So in the instance where you have zero negligence on the 
plaintiff, the plaintiff can recover from any one of those parties, 
and I am sorry if I was confusing you earlier, but where there is 
an allocation of responsibility on the plaintiff, a defendant who 
is less liable than the plaintiff, there is no recovery, and the 
allocation would then come back also to the plaintiff on his 
share of responsibility. 
 Mr. DALLY. Okay. So getting back to the example where 
you have a plaintiff not at fault, one defendant 51 percent  
at fault who is deficient, insolvent, and a defendant that is  
49 percent at fault, so with no fault on the plaintiff, in that 
instance that plaintiff can collect 100 percent of the judgment 
against that 49 percent at fault? 
 Mr. GANNON. Against the defendant who has sufficient 
assets to make payment on the award. 
 Mr. DALLY. Okay. All right. 
 Mr. GANNON. And that is in a deficiency case. That is a 
change from that idea of election. 
 Mr. DALLY. And, Mr. Speaker, in the situation where you 
mentioned that a defendant can then seek contribution, if the 
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defendant is deficient as to the plaintiff, why would not that 
defendant be deficient as to the other defendants seeking 
contribution? 
 Mr. GANNON. Oh, no, that contribution is among all 
parties; that right of contribution is among all parties—

Mr. DALLY. Okay. 
 Mr. GANNON. —and indemnity, contribution and 
indemnity among all parties, not just the plaintiff. 
 Mr. DALLY. Okay. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the 
gentleman. 
 We are down to the last three speakers. 
 Mr. Turzai for the second time. 
 Mr. TURZAI. Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. 
 With all due respect to a number of the prior speakers and 
the maker of the amendment, I have to say that the arguments 
that this amendment is somehow a compromise are nothing 
more than disingenuous. In fact, a number of the speakers today 
who spoke against the language in SB 435 in fact in 2002 voted 
for the Fair Share Act and were ostensibly glad to do so, 
because they believed in reform. 
 This amendment has been crafted by a special interest group 
with one goal and one goal only, Mr. Speaker, and that is to 
eliminate or prevent commonsense and fair reform that this 
august body, along with the Governor, put into law in 2002, and 
I have got to tell you, it is part of a pattern. It is part of a pattern 
that we deal with all the time in uncompetitive Pennsylvania. 
That special interest group, when they do not win in the 
legislature, when they do not win in the Governor’s Office, they 
run to the courts and they get people on the other side to attack 
it on not substantive grounds but procedural grounds. And you 
know what they also did the last time we enacted the Fair Share 
Act? They acted like they were for a compromise at that time. 
They get to the table, they say they are for a compromise, and in 
the end there was a compromise on the Fair Share Act.  
Many people believe – and I will get into the merits of it – that 
joint liability should have been eliminated for all defendants up 
to 100 percent of liability, and the compromise was that you 
would only eliminate it to those defendants who were found up 
to 60 percent liable. 
 This bill, SB 435, was the compromise that we reached on 
both sides of the aisle with bipartisan consensus. What is being 
offered today is no compromise. This is an amendment that has 
been put forth by one special interest group with a number of 
legislators to get out there and speak on their behalf; that is it, 
and it is designed to kill this reform. That is all it is about. And 
let me give you some examples why this sort of “Animal Farm” 
type of discourse needs to be shot down and why we have to 
vote against the Gannon amendment. 
 Think about this for a second, Mr. Speaker: The vast 
majority of cases in civil litigation are not cases in which a 
plaintiff is found in any way responsible, yet the so-called 
compromise reform that is going to do this great service for 
everybody in Pennsylvania is limited, is limited to that narrow 
set of cases where a plaintiff has been found at least somewhat 
responsible. You heard the responses from the maker to my 
colleague sitting to my right. The reality is, in any case where 
only defendants are found at fault, it is the status quo; it is the 
status quo. There is no reduction in your exposure. A plaintiff 
can come after you for the entire amount even if you are only 
found 10 percent at fault, and let us not act like that is some 
type of a reform, because it is not. It is not even close. 

 And for goodness’ sakes, the addition of a weakened  
food purveyor liability bill that my colleague from the  
Lehigh County area had shown on the record, this weak 
imitation of his bill is designed to promote tort reform. Do you 
honestly believe that provision was added in here because the 
maker or anybody else speaking on behalf of this amendment 
really wants a reform in the civil litigation system? No. They 
want to argue to you that it is tougher because you are going to 
be supposedly against some type of tort reform. Do not buy the 
phony argument, if you are for real reform of the civil litigation 
system, if you are for real reform. 
 And let me tell you, Mr. Speaker, the citizens, the 
constituents, back in your district, they get it. They are tired of 
being second-guessed in a court of law every day. They are tired 
of the fact that the plaintiff’s bar gets to collect 40 percent, if we 
are really concerned, if we are really concerned about making 
victims whole. People in the commonsense, everyday 
perspective get what the litigation system is all about. It is about 
a group of special interest people taking care of themselves and 
using people here to make disingenuous, phony arguments 
instead of discussing the issues on the merits. 
 I will tell you why joint and several liability has been 
reformed in over 40 States. It is because the fact of the matter is, 
we have decided in this State and in other States that we can 
apportion fault. We have decided that. Pennsylvania just has not 
taken it to the next step where we limit the amount of recovery 
to the amount of your fault, and that is why joint liability reform 
has to be enacted as is in SB 435 and not with the addition of 
this phony Gannon amendment. 
 And I want to get minimally under, to some of the 
philosophical underpinnings between those folks that really just 
like the system as it is and those of us who believe in real 
reform, and that is the bottom line. Anybody who thinks this 
vote is about anything else other than, I want it the same way it 
is with the special interest group getting its way, or I want to 
change the system and I am going to go out there and tell  
people we are tired of being taken advantage of, that is the 
black-and-white difference. You vote for the Gannon 
amendment, you are for the status quo. You vote against the 
Gannon amendment and for SB 435, you are for real change and 
you are for democracy in Pennsylvania. 
 You know, and this idea of joint and several liability because 
it is common law is somehow sacrosanct, that is baloney. 
Mr. Speaker, common law is nothing more than judge-made 
law. You are not potted plants. You have been elected to the 
legislature to make a difference and to reassess what the courts, 
who are always protecting their turf, have been doing over the 
years. You know, joint and several liability when it was first 
enacted was only to apply to those cases where there really were 
two defendants who were acting in concert together, not where 
you could bring any type of defendant into a case and apportion 
their liability. And keep in mind that when we first came up 
with the idea of assessing fault amongst the party, the reason we 
did it in 1976 was for the benefit of the plaintiffs, not for the 
benefit of the defendants. Under the old common law system, 
prior to that 1970 change in legislation, if a plaintiff was found 
1 percent at fault, a plaintiff could not recover. So we went to 
this apportionment system so that if a plaintiff was found up to 
50 percent or less, they could still recover against the 
defendants for that other 50 percent. 
 We need a change for the benefit of the plaintiff, but a 
Supreme Court Justice, elected from this side of the aisle, in an 
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Orluck opinion said, you know, the legislature did not take it far 
enough. They did not address the issue of collectability of the 
damages, and I leave it to them for another day. Well, that 
another day came in 2002, and now we are back at it in 2006. 
Mr. Speaker, let us get it right. Let us put this on the Governor’s 
desk, and let us be done with it. 
 According to a 1987 Dickinson Law Review article,  
“The rule of joint and several liability…has the effect of 
singling out government entities, industries, and professionals.” 
And listen to this line: “These are the…‘deep pockets’ that are 
most likely to have the resources to satisfy a victim’s damage 
award.” 
 The joint liability doctrine is all about finding a deep pocket, 
and that is why employers and hospitals are so tired of the law 
in Pennsylvania, because they are always being dragged into 
court to satisfy somebody else’s irresponsible behavior, not 
their own. And you know what? When they go into a 
settlement, they are not only assessing the risk for their own 
behavior, they are assessing the risk for somebody else’s 
behavior. Now, does that seem right in a tort system that is 
supposed to be fair? 
 Do you know what the tort system is about? It is not some 
social insurance contract. If that were the case, Mr. Speaker, 
every time anybody got hurt, no matter what the tragedy, we 
would have a big pot of money that would say, guess what? We 
want to take care of you, but unfortunately, life is tragic. And 
where we try in the legal system to make people whole, it is in 
those situations where we can actually blame somebody for 
doing wrong to another person. That is what the tort system is 
about. 
 Joint liability is one of those theories that expanded in the 
sixties and seventies to really take on a sort of a social liberal, 
philosophical policy as opposed to the idea of individual, 
personal responsibility. That is the dichotomy here. In practice – 
and I want you all to know this – in practice when parties go 
into a courtroom and a judge is trying to discuss settlement, here 
is what a judge asks. He asks or she asks two questions: One, to 
what degree do you think you are at fault, and that seems like an 
appropriate question, but the second question is, how much 
money do you have available to pay off a settlement? And you 
know what? Parties that have more money are always going to 
be pushed to pay more in settlement, and it comes into play day 
in and day out because of one reason, joint liability, and it is  
one of the reasons we want to change it. 
 I want to leave you with— 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. Do not get too excited. He is 
just pausing. 
 Mr. TURZAI. Thank you. 
 —I want to leave you with this point on the social welfare 
theory versus a theory of deterrence and moral responsibility. 
 Another Law Review article indicated that the modern tort 
system appears to have grown far beyond its historic origins. 
The fact of the matter is, you can get into court for almost 
anything these days and people do not get thrown out of a case. 
Juries think they are doing defendants a favor when they find 
you a small amount percentage liable. So defendants who 
arguably should not be in the case at all get found a small 
percentage of liability and end up paying the full bill. The 
reason we have SB 435, the reason we passed the Fair Share 
Act was to end that type of behavior in our legal court system, 
and this bill is a step in the right direction. 

 With all due respect, Mr. Speaker, if we are really serious 
about our hospitals, if we are really serious about our 
employers, you will vote down the Gannon amendment and you 
will vote in favor of SB 435 just as it is. 
 I want to give you one case example from Representative 
Sather’s area with Tyrone Hospital, and I will leave it on this 
note, because I think this is crucial for everybody here to 
understand the everyday experiences of joint liability. 
 In a case the hospital was found 20 percent negligent, while 
the physician was found 80 percent negligent. The plaintiff is 
not found responsible at all. It was, in fact, a cerebral palsy case 
that a lot of people question whether or not you can in fact 
allege negligence on behalf of a physician or a hospital, but here 
they did; they did, and it was a $4 million verdict, and the 
hospital that was only found 20 percent responsible is going to 
have to pick up the entire tab because of joint liability, because 
the assets of the physician were so negligent or negligible. That 
hospital today is thinking about bankruptcy under chapter 11. 
Now, the reality is, Representative Gannon’s amendment would 
not make one difference in that case at all, not one difference, 
and so that community, which has a thriving hospital, is facing a 
shutdown and the lack of adequate medical care. 
 Once again, the black line here is, if you are for the Gannon 
amendment, you are for the status quo; if you are against the 
Gannon amendment, you are for reform, and I urge you all to 
vote down the Gannon amendment and to please vote in favor 
of the bill overall once we have defeated the Gannon 
amendment. 
 Thank you. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the 
gentleman. 
 The Chair recognizes the gentleman, Mr. Leach, for the 
second time. 
 Mr. LEACH. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I just feel I am compelled to respond to some of what was 
said by Representative Turzai. 
 The first thing I would like to respond to is the idea that there 
is actually no merit to the argument in favor of the Gannon 
amendment. In reality, this is just the bidding of a special 
interest group, and I have always sort of struggled with what 
exactly a special interest group is. I think based on the previous 
speaker’s comments that a special interest group is any group 
that disagrees with you, because, Mr. Speaker, there are 
certainly organized groups on both sides of this issue. There are 
organized groups on both sides of every issue almost, and  
I always hear people talking about the special interest groups on 
that side versus the goodhearted people on my side of the issue. 
 Now, who are these special interest groups we are talking 
about who oppose the idea of penalizing victims? One of those 
crazy special interest groups is Mothers Against Drunk Drivers, 
clearly a money-grubbing group who is just out for the financial 
betterment of their members. Mothers Against Drunk Drivers, 
and who else? The AARP, senior citizens, another special 
interest group that we should not listen to because they are a 
special interest group. The AFL-CIO, a number of victims’ 
rights organizations. So I, Mr. Speaker, do not support the idea 
that somehow this is the bidding of a special interest group.  
I can only speak for myself, but I am not here on behest of any 
special interest group. I am here because as a lawyer for a 
number of years and as someone who has been very active in 
my district with constituents who have serious medical 
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problems, I want to know, I want to know what is going to 
happen to these people. 
 There was some talk about personal responsibility; people 
need to assume personal responsibility, and I like that. I agree 
with that in many contexts, but I look to whom we are asking to 
assume personal responsibility in this situation. The people, the 
big bad ogres that we are demanding they assume their fair 
share of responsibility are injured, innocent victims who, 
through the negligence of others, have had their lives 
devastated. Often they are children; often they are senior 
citizens. These are the people who we are demanding they  
take more personal responsibility. 
 There was some talk about, this is a compromise.  
Well, anyone who has ever done this kind of law knows that a 
60-percent liability threshold is no compromise. For all intents 
and purposes, it eliminates the concept of joint and several 
liability in Pennsylvania. And I keep reading e-mails that  
44 other States have done this, so I looked into it. What do they 
do? It turns out, 44 other States do not do this. Forty-four other 
States have a wide variety of different provisions that would 
make Pennsylvania the most restrictive, the most draconian in 
the nation. Some States have lower thresholds than 60 percent. 
Other States have— But I have an amendment coming up later 
on, if necessary, which says that the joint and several liability 
would apply to noneconomic damages but would not apply to 
economic damages where the threshold would be whatever it is; 
in this case, 60 percent. At least that way we make sure that 
people’s basic out-of-pocket financial needs are met. You know, 
no State, I cannot say that for sure, very few States, because  
I have not looked at every one of them, but very few States have 
a law that would be, or no States have a law that would be as 
restrictive as this. 
 There is some question about juries get it wrong. Often 
people are brought into lawsuits, and you know, they are not 
really at fault but the jury finds that they are. Well, I am sorry. 
You know, that is the jury system. A lot of the same people who 
do not like this jury system, who think juries cannot be trusted 
and they get it wrong, are the same people who stand up and 
argue that juries should have the right to determine in all 
circumstances whether people are executed, whether people  
are considered retarded and therefore ineligible for execution. 
So you know, we have to decide whether we trust juries or not. 
 And there was some discussion – and I sympathize with this 
– about a hospital that was considering bankruptcy in a different 
part of the State, and I think we need to look at that, and I think 
we need to find ways to address that. But, Mr. Speaker, you 
may remember, when I got up here the first time, I talked about 
the other people who were facing bankruptcy, and I said, will 
someone who supports this please get up and tell me what 
happens to the people who are not going to be compensated; 
what happens to their families; anyone? And you know what, 
Mr. Speaker? No one got up and answered that question. 
 Now, if we ever get to final passage of SB 435, I am going to 
give you fair notice, I will interrogate on that. The first question 
I will ask is, what happens to these people; plenty of time to 
think of an answer. I am not trying to trick anybody. I just want 
to know what is going to happen to someone who is unable to 
work, unable to provide for his family, and gets no 
compensation or inadequate compensation. What happens to 
them? Why cannot you answer the question? And I think the 
fact that you cannot answer the question suggests the answer. 

 Mr. Speaker, I believe that Pennsylvania is watching us on 
this, and I believe that people who are injured, the man who is 
forced out of his home because no one will help him with his 
mortgage – he worked hard all of his life, cannot work anymore 
– that man is watching us, and if I see that man in the street or if 
I see that man at some charity clinic, I will feel, if I support this 
underlying bill, that I had a role in putting him there. If I see his 
children suffering, I will feel that I had a role in putting him 
there. And I am appealing to your conscience. We have to take 
responsibility, too, as legislators to make sure that the fair share 
is fair to everybody but particularly fair to the most innocent 
and the most devastated among us. 
 So I urge you to support the Gannon amendment, which is a 
reasonable approach, which has a safety net, which has 
important reforms, which will move Pennsylvania to an 
intelligent but fair resolution of this very important issue. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the 
gentleman and recognizes the lady, Ms. Harper, for the  
second time. 
 Ms. HARPER. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I have a simple car accident case which will illustrate the 
difference between the bill with the Gannon amendment and 
without the Gannon amendment. 
 Let us just say I am stopped at a streetlight and the light turns 
green for me and I proceed ahead. Two cars run the red light 
coming from the other direction and hit me. I am waffled. I am 
dead. Let us just assume that for the rest of my working life,  
we can add up my income to $1 million, and that is what the 
jury awards my bereaved family. Okay? One of the cars, one of 
the cars is carrying the minimum insurance, $15,000. The other 
car is carrying $1 million of liability insurance. Are you with 
me? 
 Here is what happens next: The jury decides that each of the 
drivers is 50 percent liable. Without the Gannon amendment, 
each one would be responsible for $500,000 of the damage 
award. What happens is that the car with $1 million worth of 
insurance pays the $500,000; the car with the $15,000 pays the 
$15,000, and that is it. My family is not compensated for the 
balance, even though, even though somebody paid premiums on 
$1 million worth of coverage. 
 Now, we all got a letter from Nationwide telling us not to 
vote for the Gannon amendment. If Nationwide insured those 
two cars, you can well understand why that particular  
special interest group wants you to vote for the bill without the 
Gannon amendment. With the Gannon amendment, my family 
would be compensated because liability would be joint. As long 
as my liability as a driver was zero, under the Gannon 
amendment Nationwide would pay off on the $1 million policy 
that somebody has been paying premiums on. This is why 
without the Gannon amendment the fair share bill is not fair. 
 Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the lady and 
recognizes the gentleman, Mr. Scavello. 
 Mr. SCAVELLO. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I was not going to rise this evening, but there 
were a couple of questions that were asked and I felt that it was 
important for me to get my viewpoint out. 
 I heard earlier the discussion about what happens to the 
person that is not insured, but to me, what is more important to 
me is, what happens if that person that is hurt does not have a 
doctor to take care of them? What happens if there are no jobs 
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in the Commonwealth? I heard a comment earlier about, you 
know, accidents and there is no one to insure them, that there is 
not enough insurance. Well, what happens with that particular 
vehicle, her insurance is going to take over for any damages that 
were not taken care of by the other party. But the point here, 
and the point that I am trying to make, Mr. Speaker, is that what 
happens when we do not have the medical people in our 
Commonwealth to take care of folks that are injured? That is the 
sin, and that is what we are trying to correct here this evening. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the 
gentleman. 

PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair recognizes the 
gentleman, Mr. Roebuck. 
 Mr. ROEBUCK. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I have a parliamentary inquiry. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman will state his 
parliamentary inquiry. 
 Mr. ROEBUCK. Earlier this evening a member was 
admonished for using the name of a given company in their 
address to the House. The lady from Montgomery just did 
exactly the same thing, and there was no intervention from the 
Chair to reprimand that legislator. 
 I want to know, what is the rule of the House on this?  
In one case someone is told they cannot do it; on the other case 
it is ignored. What is the rule of the House? 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the 
gentleman for his inquiry. 
 We stated earlier that each case is taken individually as well 
as on an ad hoc basis. The Chair was listening to the 
gentlelady’s comments and believes that had she gone any 
further, that she may have had to be admonished. 
 Mr. ROEBUCK. So we all then venture onto thin ice if we 
choose to use the name of a company, and sometimes we will 
be reprimanded and sometimes we will not. Am I clear on that, 
Mr. Speaker? 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. That is correct. 
 Mr. ROEBUCK. Thank you. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the 
gentleman. 
 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman, Mr. Gannon, for the 
second time. 

PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRY 

Mr. DeWEESE. Mr. Speaker? Mr. Speaker? 
 Point of parliamentary inquiry. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman, Mr. DeWeese, 
will state his inquiry. 
 Mr. DeWEESE. Will the Parliamentarian inform the Chair, 
what is the difference between quoting a letter from the 
Governor and quoting a letter from one of the most prestigious 
insurance companies in the world? I do not understand the 
difference. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. We are not quite sure what you 
are talking about, Mr. DeWeese. I am not aware of anyone 
indicating any kind of issue with the Governor’s letter.  

The Governor’s letter was referenced a few times, but no one 
objected. 
 Mr. DeWEESE. Has there been an objection to mentioning 
the Nationwide letter? 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. Not that I am aware. 
 Mr. DeWEESE. Thank you. 
 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman, Mr. Gannon, 
for the second time. 
 Mr. GANNON. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I have heard a lot of comments and analyses of 
this amendment and answered a lot of questions, and I think the 
members understand the concept behind this amendment, the 
idea that this is fair and balanced; that it is just, but I did want to 
comment on some of the remarks that were made by some of 
the other members who were opposed to this amendment. 
 Now, I will take a little bit of liberty, but there are lobbyists 
out in the back that represent the big corporations and the big 
insurance companies, and they are opposed to this amendment. 
 When we considered this type of proposal a couple of years 
ago, for those members who were not here at the time and to 
refresh the recollection of those who were, there was no other 
alternative available. It was my way or the highway. This 
evening we are looking at this change in the law, and it is a 
substantial change in the law, but it is fair and it is reasonable 
and it is an alternative to a very draconian plan, which does not 
exist in any other State at that level. Remember, I spoke earlier 
and said other States have been used as examples of joint and 
several liability reform, but you were not told that every one of 
those States had a safety net, and that is all I am asking, that 
Pennsylvanians should have that safety net just like the citizens 
of other States. 
 There has been some argument, well, if we amend this bill, it 
is going to be dead; it is going to be killed; the Senate will not 
want to deal with it. That is not true. The Senate will take this 
bill up, and I will tell you why, because they want to get 
something done, and I will tell you something else, when the 
underlying bill passed the Senate, it was only by one vote where 
it was amended. Now, it passed ultimately by a greater number, 
but the Senate also never had an opportunity to look at an 
alternative. We have the luxury of being able to do that tonight. 
But when that bill was amended, it only passed by one vote. So 
there is not any great sense in the Senate that the underlying 
measure has its overwhelming support when it was considered 
on its own. 
 The bottom line, the basic issue that we are dealing with here 
tonight is the allocation of the cost of an injury to someone who 
is innocent, and I think the prior speaker addressed it very well 
when other speakers were saying we have to accept some 
responsibility for what we do and our actions. Are we saying 
that someone who is totally innocent and has received 
horrendous injury – somebody said about a job; they do not 
have a job; they are out of the work force; they may be in a 
vegetative state with only their families as their guardians, their 
loved ones sitting around their bedside every day, taking care of 
them, and I will not get into the details of how that is done, 
because it is not a very pretty picture; it is not a very pleasant 
thing to do when someone has suffered horrendous injuries – 
are we supposed to say they have to assume the responsibility, 
they have to be accountable, because that is what the underlying 
bill says? Accountable for what? Responsible for what? What 
did their family ever do that we are going to say, you know 
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what, as another speaker said, your own insurance company is 
going to take care of you. No, they are not. They are not going 
to pay your mortgage; they are not going to send your kids to 
school; they are not going to keep a roof over your head; they 
are not going to put food on the table; they are not going to give 
you the ability to put your arms around your child or your wife 
or your loved one. You are never going to get that ability back. 
We are not talking about bumps and scrapes here. 
 We had a lot of discussion earlier about this seller/food 
purveyor immunity, and I guess I regret that I did not make that 
16 paragraphs long. It is very short, it is very effective, and it is 
to the point, because it was well crafted. This was thought out 
very, very carefully and what the language would have to be 
and the precision – providing the defense, providing the defense 
of assumption of the risk without being required to prove all its 
elements. That is very, very important. It is very important that 
you are excused from proving the elements of a defense that the 
legislature is going to let you use to give you immunity from a 
claim. 
 Causal relation. It is an extremely important principle of law. 
It is not something that is made up. The plaintiff always has the 
burden of proving a causal connection, has to prove that the 
defendant’s action caused the injury. It is a classic case of  
Erie R. Co. v. Tompkins, a very classic case that established that 
principle of law, which was the United States Supreme Court, 
and it was glossed over as if, oh, that is meaningless. Well, I do 
not care what you say in your complaint; if you do not prove 
that causal connection, you are out of court. 
 There are two other provisions of this bill, and I was amazed 
that they were not discussed at length because I thought they 
were very important, and that is the innocent seller, the 
nonmanufacturing supplier. It is an element of product liability 
reform that many of us have sought for years, and now it is in 
this plan, and it was glossed over. Someone who sells a product 
and did not have anything to do with the manufacture, design, 
or warnings, they are going to be immune, and if they are sued 
and it is shown that they were an innocent seller, they can seek 
all of their cost back from the party that is responsible. They are 
entitled to be indemnified. 
 The physician liability was not talked about at all. It is very, 
very important. Under our privacy laws today, a physician 
cannot say a peep about what a patient is doing or what the 
condition is. We are saying, you know, if somebody is out there 
selling drugs on the street, making young children addicts, 
selling to kids, now the physician who knows about it because 
that is his patient, he is going to have the ability to report that 
person to the authorities – to the police, to the district attorney – 
and have them prosecuted, and we are giving that physician 
immunity for revealing that information to the authorities. It is a 
very, very important piece. 
 Mr. Speaker, a couple more words and I am done. You all 
got a letter from the Governor. It is a clear indication. He should 
have written in bold letters across, I will sign this bill; I will 
bring liability, substantial liability reform to the Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania; I will sign this bill. Now, maybe if you hold it 
up to the light, you might see, I am not going to sign SB 435 in 
its current form, but put the Gannon amendment in there and  
I will sign it into law. It will go back over to the Senate. I have 
spoken to the Senate. Not one Senator I spoke to said that the 
Senate would not act on this bill, that it was dead on arrival. 
They want to do something, and this is what I think they want to 
do, and I think this is what they should do. 

 Remember, when SB 435 was amended, it only passed by 
one vote, one single vote in the Senate. So it does not have that 
overwhelming support that we were led to believe, and back in 
2004 when we did this before, that was the only act in town. 
Now we have a reasonable and we have a fair and we have a 
just alternative, and, Mr. Speaker, I would ask for a “yes” vote. 
 Thank you. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the 
gentleman and recognizes the majority leader from Jefferson 
County, Mr. Smith. 
 Mr. S. SMITH. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I am going to ask the members to oppose the 
Gannon amendment. 
 I will not take a long time. I just want to reiterate a few of the 
points that have been made, Mr. Speaker. As I listened to the 
debate and the comments, you know, it is clear, Mr. Speaker, 
that this legislation has controversy attached to it or we would 
not be fighting so desperately and having such a clear divide in 
the hall of the House, and sometimes when that is the case, it is 
not always clear as to just what the right action is. 
 But, Mr. Speaker, I have heard a lot about victims and 
innocence, about balance, and it always seems to imply – 
clearly no one said this – but there is this implication that when 
you are dealing from the plaintiff’s side, it is the innocent 
victim. Well, all plaintiffs are not innocent, nor are all 
defendants, and the fact is, Mr. Speaker, when we are talking 
about balance in the judicial system and how it deals with 
awarding damages, there are people as defendants who are 
equally innocent, maybe on a proportional basis, and I am not 
going to get into that whole element of it because I will leave it 
to the lawyers to spell out the specifics of that, but I think  
from a commonsense Joe-lunch-bucket-man-on-the-street 
perspective, what our job is tonight is to put before us, to put 
into law something that is balanced not just from one side but 
from both sides of the table. 
 Mr. Speaker, the amendment that we have before us at this 
moment, it is a compromise among those who were opposed to 
the bill in the first place, and I would remind you that the bill 
before you is a compromise between those who supported a 
greater level of tort reform, a greater level of commonsense 
lawsuit reform, and those that opposed it. The bill in and of 
itself was a compromise. The amendment is a compromise of 
those who opposed the commonsense lawsuit reform, 
Mr. Speaker. 
 This amendment basically will revert back when it comes to 
the Fair Share Act and the joint and several liability doctrine; it 
will revert back. But talk about the innocent seller provision. 
Clearly it is a sweetener of a sort, but, Mr. Speaker, if this 
House and if the people that stood here tonight and spoke in 
favor of the innocent seller provision are serious, Mr. Speaker, 
bring that bill out. I would love to see it move. I am all for that. 
 The food purveyor provision, it was admitted by the sponsor 
of the amendment, Mr. Speaker, that this provision in this 
amendment does not go as far down the chain of commerce as 
what was in HB 670 that we passed 191 to 7. 
 So, Mr. Speaker, there is no question in my mind this 
amendment and, quite frankly, perhaps others are geared to 
derail SB 435. It is very simple, Mr. Speaker. If you want to 
support commonsense change in our legal system, you need to 
oppose the amendment and support the bill, and I simply ask 
you to do that, Mr. Speaker. 
 Thank you. 
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the 
gentleman. 
 

On the question recurring, 
 Will the House agree to the amendment? 
 

The following roll call was recorded: 
 

YEAS–99 
 
Bebko-Jones Fabrizio Lescovitz Sainato 
Belardi Fichter Manderino Samuelson 
Belfanti Freeman McCall Santoni 
Biancucci Gannon McGeehan Shaner 
Blackwell George McGill Siptroth 
Blaum Gerber Melio Solobay 
Bunt Gergely Micozzie Staback 
Buxton Good Mundy Sturla 
Caltagirone Goodman Myers Surra 
Casorio Grucela O’Brien Tangretti 
Cawley Gruitza Oliver Taylor, J. 
Civera Haluska Pallone Thomas 
Cohen Hanna Parker Tigue 
Costa Harhai Petrarca Veon 
Cruz Harper Petrone Vitali 
Curry Hennessey Pistella Walko 
Daley James Preston Wansacz 
DeLuca Josephs Ramaley Waters 
Dermody Keller, W. Raymond Wheatley 
DeWeese Kenney Readshaw Williams 
Diven Kirkland Rieger Wojnaroski 
Donatucci Kotik Roberts Yewcic 
Eachus LaGrotta Roebuck Youngblood 
Evans, D. Leach Rooney Yudichak 
Evans, J. Lederer Ruffing 
 

NAYS–100 
 
Adolph Flick Mann Rubley 
Allen Forcier Markosek Sather 
Argall Frankel Marsico Saylor 
Armstrong Gabig McIlhattan Scavello 
Baker Geist McIlhinney Schroder 
Baldwin Gillespie McNaughton Semmel 
Barrar Gingrich Metcalfe Shapiro 
Bastian Godshall Millard Smith, B. 
Benninghoff Grell Miller, R. Smith, S. H. 
Beyer Harhart Miller, S. Sonney 
Birmelin Harris Mustio Steil 
Boyd Hasay Nailor Stern 
Cappelli Herman Nickol Stetler 
Causer Hershey O’Neill Stevenson, R. 
Clymer Hess Payne Stevenson, T. 
Cornell Hickernell Petri Taylor, E. Z. 
Corrigan Hutchinson Phillips True 
Crahalla Kauffman Pickett Turzai 
Creighton Keller, M. Pyle Watson 
Dally Killion Quigley Wilt 
Denlinger Leh Rapp Wright 
DiGirolamo Levdansky Reed Zug 
Ellis Mackereth Reichley 
Fairchild Maher Rohrer 
Feese Maitland Ross Perzel, 
Fleagle Major      Speaker 
 

NOT VOTING–1 
 
Stairs 
 

EXCUSED–1 
 
Bishop 
 

Less than the majority having voted in the affirmative, the 
question was determined in the negative and the amendment 
was not agreed to. 
 

On the question recurring, 
 Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration? 
 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mr. Gannon, do you have 
further amendments to proffer? 

BILLS REPORTED FROM COMMITTEE, 
CONSIDERED FIRST TIME, AND TABLED 

HB 2349, PN 3721 (Amended)   By Rep. HERSHEY 
 

An Act amending the act of May 15, 1939 (P.L.134, No.65), 
referred to as the Fireworks Law, further providing for the definition of 
“consumer fireworks” and for the regulation of the sale of fireworks; 
and further providing for facilities.  
 

AGRICULTURE AND RURAL AFFAIRS. 
 

SB 723, PN 1547 (Amended)   By Rep. HERSHEY 
 

An Act amending the act of June 30, 1981 (P.L.128, No.43), 
known as the Agricultural Area Security Law, further providing for 
statement of legislative findings, for definitions, for limitation on 
certain governmental actions, for purchase of agricultural conservation 
easements, for the Agricultural Conservation Easement Purchase Fund, 
for legislative report and for the Land Trust Reimbursement Program; 
providing for acquisitions by donation; and abrogating a regulation.  
 

AGRICULTURE AND RURAL AFFAIRS. 
 

SB 940, PN 1548 (Amended)   By Rep. HERSHEY 
 

An Act amending the act of June 30, 1981 (P.L.128, No.43), 
known as the Agricultural Area Security Law, further providing for the 
Agricultural Conservation Easement Purchase Fund; providing for the 
Land Trust Reimbursement Program, for proceeds from sales by the 
Department of Agriculture and for grants for agricultural land 
conservation assistance; and making a related repeal.  
 

AGRICULTURE AND RURAL AFFAIRS. 

CONSIDERATION OF SB 435 CONTINUED 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mr. Gerber, do you intend to 
offer your amendment? 

AMENDMENT A05870 RECONSIDERED 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair recognizes the 
gentleman, Mr. Gannon, who moves that the vote by which 
amendment No. 5870 was defeated to SB 435, PN 1357, on the 
14th day of March be reconsidered. 
 

On the question, 
 Will the House agree to the motion? 
 

The following roll call was recorded: 
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YEAS–106 
 
Argall Fabrizio Lescovitz Sainato 
Bebko-Jones Fichter Levdansky Samuelson 
Belardi Frankel Manderino Santoni 
Belfanti Freeman Markosek Siptroth 
Benninghoff Gannon McCall Smith, S. H. 
Biancucci Geist McGeehan Solobay 
Blackwell George McGill Staback 
Blaum Gerber Melio Stairs 
Bunt Gergely Micozzie Stetler 
Buxton Good Mundy Sturla 
Caltagirone Goodman Myers Surra 
Casorio Grucela O’Brien Tangretti 
Cawley Gruitza Oliver Taylor, J. 
Civera Haluska Pallone Thomas 
Cohen Hanna Parker Tigue 
Costa Harhai Petrarca Veon 
Cruz Harper Petrone Vitali 
Curry Hasay Pistella Walko 
Daley Hennessey Preston Wansacz 
DeLuca James Ramaley Waters 
Dermody Josephs Raymond Wheatley 
DeWeese Keller, W. Readshaw Williams 
Diven Kirkland Rieger Wojnaroski 
Donatucci Kotik Roberts Yewcic 
Eachus LaGrotta Roebuck Youngblood 
Evans, D. Leach Ruffing Yudichak 
Evans, J. Lederer 
 

NAYS–93 
 
Adolph Flick Marsico Rubley 
Allen Forcier McIlhattan Sather 
Armstrong Gabig McIlhinney Saylor 
Baker Gillespie McNaughton Scavello 
Baldwin Gingrich Metcalfe Schroder 
Barrar Godshall Millard Semmel 
Bastian Grell Miller, R. Shapiro 
Beyer Harhart Miller, S. Smith, B. 
Birmelin Harris Mustio Sonney 
Boyd Herman Nailor Steil 
Cappelli Hershey Nickol Stern 
Causer Hess O’Neill Stevenson, R. 
Clymer Hickernell Payne Stevenson, T. 
Cornell Hutchinson Petri Taylor, E. Z. 
Corrigan Kauffman Phillips True 
Crahalla Keller, M. Pickett Turzai 
Creighton Kenney Pyle Watson 
Dally Killion Quigley Wilt 
Denlinger Leh Rapp Wright 
DiGirolamo Mackereth Reed Zug 
Ellis Maher Reichley 
Fairchild Maitland Rohrer 
Feese Major Rooney Perzel, 
Fleagle Mann Ross     Speaker 
 

NOT VOTING–1 
 
Shaner 
 

EXCUSED–1 
 
Bishop 
 

The majority having voted in the affirmative, the question 
was determined in the affirmative and the motion was agreed to. 
 

On the question recurring, 
 Will the House agree to the amendment? 
 

The clerk read the following amendment No. A05870: 

Amend Title, page 1, lines 1 through 3, by striking out all of said 
lines and inserting 
Amending Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) of the 

Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes, further providing for 
comparative negligence; providing for food purveyor immunity, 
for immunity for physician disclosures on controlled substances 
and for liability of nonmanufacturing suppliers. 

 Amend Bill, page 4, lines 20 through 30; pages 5 through 10, 
lines 1 through 30; page 11, lines 1 through 20, by striking out all of 
said lines on said pages and inserting 
 Section 1.  Section 7102(a), (b.1) and (b.2) of Title 42 of the 
Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes are amended to read: 
§ 7102.  Comparative negligence. 
 (a)  General rule.– 
 (1) In all actions brought to recover damages for 

negligence resulting in death or injury to person or property, the 
fact that the plaintiff may have been guilty of contributory 
negligence shall not bar a recovery by the plaintiff or his legal 
representative where such negligence was not greater than [the 
causal negligence of the defendant or defendants against whom 
recovery is sought] 50%, but any damages sustained by the 
plaintiff shall be diminished in proportion to the amount of 
negligence attributed to the plaintiff. 

 (2)  Where recovery is allowed against more than one 
defendant, each defendant shall be liable for that proportion of 
the total dollar amount awarded as damages in the ratio of the 
amount of his causal negligence to the amount of causal 
negligence attributed to all defendants against whom recovery is 
allowed. Except as provided in paragraph (3), the plaintiff may 
recover the full amount of the allowed recovery from any 
defendant from whom recovery is allowed. Any defendant who is 
so compelled to pay more than his percentage share may seek 
contribution.

(3)  Joint liability is abolished as to any defendant whose 
percentage share of liability is less than the percentage share 
attributed to the plaintiff. The plaintiff may not recover damages 
from such a defendant in excess of that defendant’s percentage 
share.

(4)  In a case in which a defendant has been found jointly 
liable pursuant to paragraphs (2) and (3) but is shown to be 
unable to satisfy fully its percentage share of liability, the court, 
upon motion of any party, shall divide that defendant’s 
deficiency between the plaintiff and any other defendant found 
jointly liable based upon the parties’ respective shares of liability 
as found by the fact-finder. The entire deficiency shall be 
redistributed proportionately and the court shall calculate an 
adjusted percentage share for each party, including the plaintiff. 
With respect to any such percentage share of deficiency allocated 
to the plaintiff, the plaintiff shall be prohibited from satisfying 
that portion of the judgment from any party other than the 
defendant against whom such share of liability was originally 
assessed. With respect to any such share of the deficiency 
reallocated to a jointly liable defendant, such defendant retains its 
rights of contribution and indemnity. In determining whether a 
defendant is unable to satisfy its share of liability, the court may 
make such a finding and determine the amount of the deficiency 
based upon evidence of a lack of adequate liability insurance or 
assets immediately subject to execution or attachment.
[(b.1)  Recovery against joint defendant; contribution.– 

 (1)  Where recovery is allowed against more than one 
person, including actions for strict liability, and where liability is 
attributed to more than one defendant, each defendant shall be 
liable for that proportion of the total dollar amount awarded as 
damages in the ratio of the amount of that defendant’s liability to 
the amount of liability attributed to all defendants and other 
persons to whom liability is apportioned under subsection (b.2). 
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(2)  Except as set forth in paragraph (3), a defendant’s 
liability shall be several and not joint, and the court shall enter a 
separate and several judgment in favor of the plaintiff and against 
each defendant for the apportioned amount of that defendant’s 
liability. 

 (3)  A defendant’s liability in any of the following 
actions shall be joint and several, and the court shall enter a  
joint and several judgment in favor of the plaintiff and against the 
defendant for the total dollar amount awarded as damages: 

 (i)  Intentional misrepresentation. 
 (ii)  An intentional tort. 
 (iii)  Where a defendant has been held liable for 

not less than 60% of the total liability apportioned to all 
parties. 

 (iv)  A release or threatened release of a 
hazardous substance under section 702 of the act of 
October 18, 1988 (P.L.756, No.108), known as the 
Hazardous Sites Cleanup Act. 

 (v)  A civil action in which a defendant has 
violated section 497 of the act of April 12, 1951 (P.L.90, 
No.21), known as the Liquor Code. 

 (4)  Where a defendant has been held jointly and 
severally liable under this subsection and discharges by payment 
more than that defendant’s proportionate share of the total 
liability, that defendant is entitled to recover contribution from 
defendants who have paid less than their proportionate share. 
Further, in any case, any defendant may recover from any other 
person all or a portion of the damages assessed that defendant 
pursuant to the terms of a contractual agreement. 

 (b.2)  Apportionment of responsibility among certain nonparties 
and effect.–For purposes of apportioning liability only, the question of 
liability of any defendant or other person who has entered into a release 
with the plaintiff with respect to the action and who is not a party shall 
be transmitted to the trier of fact upon appropriate requests and proofs 
by any party. A person whose liability may be determined pursuant to 
this section does not include an employer to the extent that the 
employer is granted immunity from liability or suit pursuant to the act 
of June 2, 1915 (P.L.736, No.338), known as the Workers’ 
Compensation Act. An attribution of responsibility to any person or 
entity as provided in this subsection shall not be admissible or relied 
upon in any other action or proceeding for any purpose. Nothing in this 
section shall affect the admissibility or nonadmissibility of evidence 
regarding releases, settlements, offers to compromise or compromises 
as set forth in the Pennsylvania Rules of Evidence. Nothing in this 
section shall affect the rules of joinder of parties as set forth in the 
Pennsylvania Rules of Civil Procedure.] 
 * * * 
 Section 2.  Title 42 is amended by adding sections to read: 
§ 8338.2.  Food purveyor immunity.

(a)  Defenses.–Except as set forth in subsection (b), the seller of a 
completed food product is entitled to assert the defense of voluntary 
assumption of the risk to a claim arising under laws of this 
Commonwealth arising out of weight gain, obesity or any health 
condition associated with weight gain or obesity.

(b)  Exemption.–Subsection (a) shall not apply to civil liability 
with respect to a claim of weight gain, obesity or other health condition 
associated with weight gain or obesity based upon a violation of a 
Federal or State law. This subsection applies regardless of the nature of 
the claim, including a claim based on strict liability.

(c)   Construction.–Subsection (a) shall be strictly construed.
§ 8338.3.  Physician immunity for disclosures on controlled substances.

(a)  Authorization.–A physician who is licensed under the laws of 
this Commonwealth and practicing in this Commonwealth may report 
to law enforcement authorities and disclose protected health 
information relating to a patient if the physician has a good faith belief 
that the patient has used a controlled substance prescribed by the 
physician for an illicit purpose or is attempting to obtain a controlled 
substance for an illicit purpose. Patient consent or authorization to 

disclose protected health information under such circumstances shall 
not be required. No physician shall have a duty to make any report 
permitted by this section.

(b)  Immunity.–No physician shall be subject to administrative or 
civil liability by reason of disclosing protected health information for 
doing any of the following:

(1)  Making a report under subsection (a).
(2)  Cooperating with law enforcement authorities 

conducting an investigation related to a report made under 
subsection (a).

(3)  Testifying in a proceeding related to a report made 
under subsection (a).
(c)  Construction.–The immunity granted under this section shall 

be narrowly construed.
(d)  Definitions.–As used in this section, the following words and 

phrases shall have the meanings given to them in this subsection:
“Controlled substance.” As defined in section 2 of the act of 

April 14, 1972 (P.L.233, No.64), known as The Controlled Substance, 
Drug, Device and Cosmetic Act.

“Illicit purpose.”  The use of a controlled substance for a purpose 
other than that which is allowed by statutory law, case law or 
regulation.

“Protected health information.”  The term shall have the meaning 
provided under the definition of “data aggregation” in 45 CFR 164.501 
(relating to definitions).

Section 3.  Chapter 83 of Title 42 is amended by adding a 
subchapter to read: 

SUBCHAPTER F 
NONMANUFACTURING SUPPLIERS 

Sec. 
8361.  Basic limitations applicable to nonmanufacturing suppliers. 
§ 8361.  Basic limitations applicable to nonmanufacturing suppliers. 
 (a)  General rule.–Except as set forth in subsection (b), a supplier 
of a product that did not manufacture the product in whole or in part 
shall be liable in a product liability action if any of the following apply: 
 (1)  The supplier exercised control over the design, 

assembly, testing, packaging or labeling of, or providing warning 
or instruction about, that aspect of the product which caused the 
harm for which recovery of damages is sought. 

 (2)  The supplier altered or modified the product, and that 
alteration or modification was the factual cause with respect to 
the harm for which recovery of damages is sought. As used in 
this paragraph, the term “alteration or modification” shall mean 
any material change in a product, including changes in the 
design, packaging or labeling of the product; changes to, removal 
of, or failure to convey any safety feature, warning or instruction, 
including safety recalls or retrofits; deterioration or damage 
caused by failure to observe proper maintenance, installation, 
preparation or storage procedures; and any changes resulting 
from repair, renovation, reconditioning, recycling or reclamation 
of the product. 

 (3)  The supplier had, at the time the supplier supplied 
the product, actual knowledge of the product defect which caused 
the harm for which recovery of damages is sought. 

 (4)  The supplier made an express factual representation 
about that aspect of the product which caused the harm for which 
recovery of damages is sought. 

 (5)  The supplier provided a component part which is 
defective. 

 (6)  The supplier imported a defective product where the 
defect in question originated outside of the United States, without 
having evaluated the fitness of the product before introducing it 
into the stream of commerce. 

 (b)  Exceptions.–Notwithstanding subsection (a), a 
nonmanufacturing supplier is liable for a defect in a product it supplies 
if any of the following apply: 
 (1)  Valid in personam jurisdiction has not been obtained 

in this Commonwealth over the manufacturer of the product. 
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(2)  The court determines there is sufficient evidence of 
risk that the manufacturer of the product would not be able to 
satisfy a judgment if found liable. 

 (c)  Dismissal of action.–
(1)  If an action has not been resolved within 12 months 

and the nonmanufacturing supplier has complied with all 
discovery requests filed within that period pertinent to the bases 
for liability established in subsection (a), the supplier shall be 
dismissed from the action without prejudice upon filing of an 
affidavit stating all of the following: 

 (i)  That the manufacturer has been identified and 
admits that it manufactured the product at issue. 

 (ii)  That the supplier’s involvement with the 
product does not fall within the bases for liability 
established by this section. 

 (iii)  That valid in personam jurisdiction has been 
established over the manufacturer. 

 (iv)  The court has not made a determination 
under subsection (b)(2) that there is sufficient evidence 
that the manufacturer would not be able to satisfy a 
judgment. 

 (2)  The filing of an affidavit under paragraph (1) shall 
toll the statute of limitations as to the supplier filing it. 

 (3)  If the court determines that the statements made in an 
affidavit under paragraph (1) are inaccurate, the court shall, upon 
motion of a party, immediately reinstate the claims against the 
supplier. 

 (d)  Indemnity.–A nonmanufacturing supplier dismissed under 
subsection (c) shall be entitled to full indemnity, including litigation 
expenses and counsel fees, from any manufacturing supplier held liable 
for the plaintiff’s injuries. 
 Section 4.  This act shall take effect in 60 days.  
 

On the question recurring, 
 Will the House agree to the amendment? 
 

(Members proceeded to vote.) 
 

VOTE STRICKEN 
 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The clerk will strike the board. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman, Mr. DeWeese, 
is recognized. 
 Mr. DeWEESE. The gentleman, Mr. SHANER, from Fayette 
County has asked to be put on leave for the remainder of the 
evening. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without objection, the 
gentleman, Mr. Shaner, will be placed on leave. 

CONSIDERATION OF SB 435 CONTINUED 

On the question recurring, 
 Will the House agree to the amendment? 
 

The following roll call was recorded: 
 

YEAS–98 
 
Bebko-Jones Fabrizio Lescovitz Ruffing 
Belardi Fichter Manderino Sainato 
Belfanti Freeman McCall Samuelson 
Biancucci Gannon McGeehan Santoni 

Blackwell George McGill Siptroth 
Blaum Gerber Melio Solobay 
Bunt Gergely Micozzie Staback 
Buxton Good Mundy Sturla 
Caltagirone Goodman Myers Surra 
Casorio Grucela O’Brien Tangretti 
Cawley Gruitza Oliver Taylor, J. 
Civera Haluska Pallone Thomas 
Cohen Hanna Parker Tigue 
Costa Harhai Petrarca Veon 
Cruz Harper Petrone Vitali 
Curry Hennessey Pistella Walko 
Daley James Preston Wansacz 
DeLuca Josephs Ramaley Waters 
Dermody Keller, W. Raymond Wheatley 
DeWeese Kenney Readshaw Williams 
Diven Kirkland Rieger Wojnaroski 
Donatucci Kotik Roberts Yewcic 
Eachus LaGrotta Roebuck Youngblood 
Evans, D. Leach Rooney Yudichak 
Evans, J. Lederer 
 

NAYS–100 
 
Adolph Flick Mann Rubley 
Allen Forcier Markosek Sather 
Argall Frankel Marsico Saylor 
Armstrong Gabig McIlhattan Scavello 
Baker Geist McIlhinney Schroder 
Baldwin Gillespie McNaughton Semmel 
Barrar Gingrich Metcalfe Shapiro 
Bastian Godshall Millard Smith, B. 
Benninghoff Grell Miller, R. Smith, S. H. 
Beyer Harhart Miller, S. Sonney 
Birmelin Harris Mustio Steil 
Boyd Hasay Nailor Stern 
Cappelli Herman Nickol Stetler 
Causer Hershey O’Neill Stevenson, R. 
Clymer Hess Payne Stevenson, T. 
Cornell Hickernell Petri Taylor, E. Z. 
Corrigan Hutchinson Phillips True 
Crahalla Kauffman Pickett Turzai 
Creighton Keller, M. Pyle Watson 
Dally Killion Quigley Wilt 
Denlinger Leh Rapp Wright 
DiGirolamo Levdansky Reed Zug 
Ellis Mackereth Reichley 
Fairchild Maher Rohrer 
Feese Maitland Ross Perzel, 
Fleagle Major      Speaker 
 

NOT VOTING–1 
 
Stairs 
 

EXCUSED–2 
 
Bishop Shaner 
 

Less than the majority having voted in the affirmative, the 
question was determined in the negative and the amendment 
was not agreed to. 
 

On the question recurring, 
 Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration? 
 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Ms. Harper, do you have an 
amendment that you would like to offer? 
 Ms. HARPER. Yes, Mr. Speaker, I do. I have handed it up.  
I do not have the number handy. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. 5159? 
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Ms. HARPER. I believe that is it; yes. Yes, Mr. Speaker.  
It is 5159. 
 

On the question recurring, 
 Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration? 
 

Ms. HARPER offered the following amendment No. 
A05159: 
 

Amend Bill, page 4, lines 20 through 30; page 5 through 10,  
lines 1 through 30; page 11, lines 1 through 20, by striking out all of 
said lines on said pages and inserting 
 Section 1.  Section 7102 of Title 42 of the Pennsylvania 
Consolidated Statutes is amended to read: 
§ 7102.  Comparative negligence. 
 (a)  General rule.– 
 (1) In all actions brought to recover damages for 

negligence resulting in death or injury to person or property, the 
fact that the plaintiff may have been guilty of contributory 
negligence shall not bar a recovery by the plaintiff or his legal 
representative where such negligence was not greater than the 
[causal negligence of the defendant or defendants against whom 
recovery is sought] 50%, but any damages sustained by the 
plaintiff shall be diminished in proportion to the amount of 
negligence attributed to the plaintiff. 

 (2)  Where recovery is allowed against more than one 
defendant, each defendant shall be liable for that proportion of 
the total dollar amount awarded as damages in the ratio of the 
amount of that defendant’s causal negligence to the amount of 
causal negligence attributed to all defendants against whom 
recovery is allowed. Except as provided in paragraph (3), the 
plaintiff may recover the full amount of the allowed recovery 
from any defendant from whom recovery is allowed. Any 
defendant who is so compelled to pay more than his percentage 
share may seek contribution.

(3)  Joint liability is abolished as to any defendant whose 
percentage share of liability is less than the percentage share 
attributed to the plaintiff. The plaintiff may not recover damages 
from that defendant in excess of that defendant’s percentage 
share.
[(b)  Recovery against joint defendant; contribution.–Where 

recovery is allowed against more than one defendant, each defendant 
shall be liable for that proportion of the total dollar amount awarded as 
damages in the ratio of the amount of his causal negligence to the 
amount of causal negligence attributed to all defendants against whom 
recover is allowed. The plaintiff may recover the full amount of the 
allowed recovery from any defendant against whom the plaintiff is not 
barred from recovery. Any defendant who is so compelled to pay more 
than his percentage share may seek contribution. 
 (b.1)  Recovery against joint defendant; contribution.– 
 (1)  Where recovery is allowed against more than one 

person, including actions for strict liability, and where liability is 
attributed to more than one defendant, each defendant shall be 
liable for that proportion of the total dollar amount awarded as 
damages in the ratio of the amount of that defendant’s liability to 
the amount of liability attributed to all defendants and other 
persons to whom liability is apportioned under subsection (b.2). 

 (2)  Except as set forth in paragraph (3), a defendant’s 
liability shall be several and not joint, and the court shall enter a 
separate and several judgment in favor of the plaintiff and against 
each defendant for the apportioned amount of that defendant’s 
liability. 

 (3)  A defendant’s liability in any of the following 
actions shall be joint and several, and the court shall enter a joint 
and several judgment in favor of the plaintiff and against the 
defendant for the total dollar amount awarded as damages: 

 

(i)  Intentional misrepresentation. 
 (ii)  An intentional tort. 
 (iii)  Where a defendant has been held liable for 

not less than 60% of the total liability apportioned to all 
parties. 

 (iv)  A release or threatened release of a 
hazardous substance under section 702 of the act of 
October 18, 1988 (P.L.756, No.108), known as the 
Hazardous Sites Cleanup Act. 

 (v)  A civil action in which a defendant has 
violated section 497 of the act of April 12, 1951 (P.L.90, 
No.21), known as the Liquor Code. 

 (4)  Where a defendant has been held jointly and 
severally liable under this subsection and discharges by payment 
more than that defendant’s proportionate share of the total 
liability, that defendant is entitled to recover contribution from 
defendants who have paid less than their proportionate share. 
Further, in any case, any defendant may recover from any other 
person all or a portion of the damages assessed that defendant 
pursuant to the terms of a contractual agreement. 

 (b.2)  Apportionment of responsibility among certain nonparties 
and effect.–For purposes of apportioning liability only, the question of 
liability of any defendant or other person who has entered into a release 
with the plaintiff with respect to the action and who is not a party shall 
be transmitted to the trier of fact upon appropriate requests and proofs 
by any party. A person whose liability may be determined pursuant to 
this section does not include an employer to the extent that the 
employer is granted immunity from liability or suit pursuant to the act 
of June 2, 1915 (P.L.736, No.338), known as the Workers’ 
Compensation Act. An attribution of responsibility to any person or 
entity as provided in this subsection shall not be admissible or relied 
upon in any other action or proceeding for any purpose. Nothing in this 
section shall affect the admissibility or nonadmissibility of evidence 
regarding releases, settlements, offers to compromise or compromises 
as set forth in the Pennsylvania Rules of Evidence. Nothing in this 
section shall affect the rules of joinder of parties as set forth in the 
Pennsylvania Rules of Civil Procedure.] 
 (b.3)  Off-road vehicle riding.– 
 (1)  Off-road vehicle riding area operators shall have no 

duty to protect riders from common, frequent, expected and 
nonnegligent risks inherent to the activity, including collisions 
with riders or objects. 

 (2)  The doctrine of knowing voluntary assumption of 
risk shall apply to all actions to recover damages for negligence 
resulting in death or injury to person or property brought against 
any off-road vehicle riding area operator. 

 (3)  Nothing in this subsection shall be construed in any 
way to abolish or modify a cause of action against a potentially 
responsible party other than an off-road vehicle riding area 
operator. 

 (c)  Downhill skiing.– 
 (1)  The General Assembly finds that the sport of 

downhill skiing is practiced by a large number of citizens of this 
Commonwealth and also attracts to this Commonwealth large 
numbers of nonresidents significantly contributing to the 
economy of this Commonwealth. It is recognized that as in some 
other sports, there are inherent risks in the sport of downhill 
skiing. 

 (2)  The doctrine of voluntary assumption of risk as it 
applies to downhill skiing injuries and damages is not modified 
by [subsections (a) and (b) and (b.1)] subsection (a).
[(c.1)  Savings provisions.–Nothing in this section shall be 

construed in any way to create, abolish or modify a cause of action or 
to limit a party’s right to join another potentially responsible party.] 
 (c.2)  Savings provisions.–Nothing in this section shall be 
construed in any way to create, abolish or modify a cause of action or 
to limit a party’s right to join another potentially responsible party.
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(d)  Definitions.–As used in this section the following words and 
phrases shall have the meanings given to them in this subsection: 
 “Defendant or defendants [against whom recovery is sought].” 
Includes impleaded defendants. 
 “Off-road vehicle.”  A motorized vehicle that is used off-road for 
sport or recreation. The term includes snowmobiles, all-terrain 
vehicles, motorcycles and four-wheel drive vehicles. 
 “Off-road vehicle riding area.”  Any area or facility providing 
recreational activities for off-road vehicles. 
 “Off-road vehicle riding area operator.”  A person or 
organization owning or having operational responsibility for any  
off-road vehicle riding area. The term includes: 
 (1)  Agencies and political subdivisions of this 

Commonwealth. 
 (2)  Authorities created by political subdivisions. 
 (3)  Private companies. 
 “Plaintiff.”  Includes counter claimants and cross-claimants. 
 Section 2.  This act shall take effect in 60 days.  
 

On the question, 
 Will the House agree to the amendment? 
 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. On the amendment, the 
gentlelady, Ms. Harper, is recognized. 
 Ms. HARPER. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 This amendment is a simpler amendment than the one 
offered by Representative Gannon. It does take care of some of 
the objections to the Gannon amendment in that it abolishes 
joint liability where the plaintiff’s negligence is greater than that 
against the defendant against whom it is sought. Let me put that 
another way. Liability would be joint where the negligence in 
causing the injury is joint unless the plaintiff’s negligence was 
greater. 
 I would like to ask for a “yes” vote because I believe this 
will improve the fair share bill by making it much fairer. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the lady and 
recognizes the gentleman, Mr. Turzai. 
 Mr. TURZAI. My understanding of this amendment is that it 
is exactly the same as the Gannon amendment, Representative 
Gannon’s amendment that we just voted on, but for the fact that 
in the previous amendment there were these additional food 
purveyor, innocent seller, the doctor immunity for substance 
abuse disclosure. Otherwise, with respect to joint and several 
liability, it is the exact same amendment that was in the 
previous amendment, and as a result, I would ask everybody to 
vote “no” in accordance with making sure that SB 435 in fact 
gets enacted as it is. 
 Please vote “no” on the amendment. Thank you. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the 
gentleman. 
 Anyone else seeking recognition on the amendment? 
 The Chair recognizes the gentlelady, Ms. Harper, for the 
second time. 
 Ms. HARPER. Notwithstanding Representative Turzai’s 
explanation of my amendment, I would like to explain again. 
The amendment is very simple. It is a compromise between the 
current state of the law, which has joint responsibility where 
people are jointly negligent, and the fair share bill, which comes 
down in favor of the defendants. What my amendment does is 
say it is joint liability, joint responsibility, where people jointly 
cause harm unless the person seeking joint responsibility is 
guilty of greater carelessness. So it is a compromise between the 

present state of the law and the fair share amendment, which  
I believe is not fair and not just. 
 Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the lady and 
recognizes the gentleman, Mr. McIlhattan. 
 The gentleman waives off. 
 

On the question recurring, 
 Will the House agree to the amendment? 
 

The following roll call was recorded: 
 

YEAS–94 
 
Bebko-Jones Fichter Manderino Sainato 
Belardi Freeman McGeehan Samuelson 
Belfanti Gannon McGill Santoni 
Biancucci George Melio Siptroth 
Blackwell Gerber Micozzie Solobay 
Blaum Gergely Mundy Staback 
Bunt Goodman Myers Sturla 
Buxton Grucela O’Brien Surra 
Caltagirone Gruitza Oliver Tangretti 
Casorio Haluska Pallone Taylor, J. 
Cawley Hanna Parker Thomas 
Cohen Harhai Petrarca Tigue 
Costa Harper Petrone Veon 
Cruz Hennessey Pistella Vitali 
Curry James Preston Walko 
Daley Josephs Ramaley Wansacz 
DeLuca Keller, W. Raymond Waters 
Dermody Kirkland Readshaw Wheatley 
DeWeese Kotik Rieger Williams 
Diven LaGrotta Roberts Wojnaroski 
Donatucci Leach Roebuck Yewcic 
Eachus Lederer Rooney Youngblood 
Evans, D. Lescovitz Ruffing Yudichak 
Fabrizio Maitland 
 

NAYS–105 
 
Adolph Fleagle Major Rubley 
Allen Flick Mann Sather 
Argall Forcier Markosek Saylor 
Armstrong Frankel Marsico Scavello 
Baker Gabig McCall Schroder 
Baldwin Geist McIlhattan Semmel 
Barrar Gillespie McIlhinney Shapiro 
Bastian Gingrich McNaughton Smith, B. 
Benninghoff Godshall Metcalfe Smith, S. H. 
Beyer Good Millard Sonney 
Birmelin Grell Miller, R. Stairs 
Boyd Harhart Miller, S. Steil 
Cappelli Harris Mustio Stern 
Causer Hasay Nailor Stetler 
Civera Herman Nickol Stevenson, R. 
Clymer Hershey O’Neill Stevenson, T. 
Cornell Hess Payne Taylor, E. Z. 
Corrigan Hickernell Petri True 
Crahalla Hutchinson Phillips Turzai 
Creighton Kauffman Pickett Watson 
Dally Keller, M. Pyle Wilt 
Denlinger Kenney Quigley Wright 
DiGirolamo Killion Rapp Zug 
Ellis Leh Reed 
Evans, J. Levdansky Reichley 
Fairchild Mackereth Rohrer Perzel, 
Feese Maher Ross     Speaker 
 

NOT VOTING–0 
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EXCUSED–2 
 
Bishop Shaner 
 

Less than the majority having voted in the affirmative, the 
question was determined in the negative and the amendment 
was not agreed to. 
 

On the question recurring, 
 Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration? 
 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair recognizes the 
gentleman, Mr. Freeman, and notes that—  You waive off and 
withdraw both amendments, Mr. Freeman? Thank you very 
much. 
 The Chair recognizes the gentleman, Mr. Walko. Do you 
intend to offer your amendment? 
 The Chair recognizes the gentleman, Mr. Walko. 
 Mr. WALKO. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Could you temporarily pass over that amendment, please. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The amendment will be 
temporarily gone over. 
 Mr. Schroder, do you intend to offer your amendments? 
 Mr. SCHRODER. Mr. Speaker, my amendment would 
totally eliminate the concept of joint and several liability 
from— 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mr. Schroder, could you 
identify which amendment you are referring to. 
 Mr. SCHRODER. Either one of them. 
 —would totally eliminate joint and several liability, which  
I believe would be the fairest route to take, because I believe 
there is nothing fair about any defendant having to pay more 
than the liability that they have been assigned. 
 Nonetheless, Mr. Speaker, in the spirit of compromise that 
the Fair Share Act here, SB 435, has offered, I am not going to 
offer those amendments this evening, and I will urge that we 
support SB 435 as it exists right now. 
 Thank you. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the 
gentleman. 
 Incidentally, for the members, we have approximately  
45 amendments. We are going very well. We are on a run. 
 Does the gentleman, Mr. O’Neill, intend to offer his 
amendment? 
 Mr. DeWEESE. Mr. Speaker? Mr. Speaker? 
 I would like to pull all of my amendments for the evening. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. Outstanding. Thank you very 
much, Mr. DeWeese. 
 In reviewing the list, Mr. DeWeese, we did not see any 
offered by you. Thanks anyway. 
 Does the gentleman, Mr. O’Neill, intend to offer his 
amendment? 
 Does the gentleman, Mr. Leach, intend to offer his 
amendment? 
 The Chair recognizes the gentleman, Mr. Walko. 
 Mr. LEACH. Wait, Mr. Speaker. You asked me about mine. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. Oh, I am sorry. My apologies, 
Mr. Leach. I did not see you. You may proceed. 
 Mr. LEACH. With great reluctance and for reasons I am not 
yet clear on, I will withdraw my amendment, Mr. Speaker. 
Thank you. 

 The SPEAKER pro tempore. Thank you, Mr. Leach. 
 Mr. Walko. 
 Mr. WALKO. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Even though SB 435 or any legislation which deprives 
injured plaintiffs their right to full recovery wreaks havoc on 
our system of justice and is totally unfair, I will withdraw my 
amendment relating to judgment creditors. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the 
gentleman, Mr. Walko. 
 The gentleman, Mr. DeLuca. Do you intend to offer an 
amendment? 
 Mr. DeLUCA. Yes, Mr. Speaker. I intend to offer this 
amendment. 
 I think it is a great opportunity for me to offer a bill that  
I introduced, that I feel that it is affecting— 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the gentleman suspend. 
 Is your amendment, amendment 6305? 
 Mr. DeLUCA. Yes. 
 

On the question recurring, 
 Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration? 
 

Mr. DeLUCA offered the following amendment No. 
A06305: 
 

Amend Title, page 1, line 2, by inserting after “reenacting”
further defining “delinquent act”; and 

 Amend Bill, page 4, lines 20 and 21, by striking out all of said 
lines and inserting 
 Section 1.  The definition of “delinquent act” in section 6302 of 
Title 42 of the Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes is amended to read: 
§ 6302.  Definitions. 
 The following words and phrases when used in this chapter shall 
have, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise, the meanings 
given to them in this section: 
 * * * 
 “Delinquent act.” 
 (1)  The term means an act designated a crime under the 

law of this Commonwealth, or of another state if the act occurred 
in that state, or under Federal law, or under local ordinances  
or an act which constitutes indirect criminal contempt under  
23 Pa.C.S. Ch. 61 (relating to protection from abuse). 

 (2)  The term shall not include: 
 (i)  The crime of murder. 
 (ii)  Any of the following prohibited conduct 

where the child was 15 years of age or older at the time 
of the alleged conduct and a deadly weapon as defined in 
18 Pa.C.S. § 2301 (relating to definitions) was used 
during the commission of the offense which, if 
committed by an adult, would be classified as: 

 (A)  Rape as defined in 18 Pa.C.S.  
§ 3121 (relating to rape). 

 (B)  Involuntary deviate sexual 
intercourse as defined in 18 Pa.C.S. § 3123 
(relating to involuntary deviate sexual 
intercourse). 

 (C)  Aggravated assault as defined in  
18 Pa.C.S. § 2702(a)(1) or (2) (relating to 
aggravated assault). 

 (D)  Robbery as defined in 18 Pa.C.S.  
§ 3701(a)(1)(i), (ii) or (iii) (relating to robbery). 

 (E)  Robbery of motor vehicle as defined 
in 18 Pa.C.S. § 3702 (relating to robbery of 
motor vehicle). 
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(F)  Aggravated indecent assault as 
defined in 18 Pa.C.S. § 3125 (relating to 
aggravated indecent assault). 

 (G)  Kidnapping as defined in 18 Pa.C.S. 
§ 2901 (relating to kidnapping). 

 (H)  Voluntary manslaughter. 
 (I)  An attempt, conspiracy or solicitation 

to commit murder or any of these crimes as 
provided in 18 Pa.C.S. §§ 901 (relating to 
criminal attempt), 902 (relating to criminal 
solicitation) and 903 (relating to criminal 
conspiracy). 

 (iii)  Any of the following prohibited conduct 
where the child was 15 years of age or older at the time 
of the alleged conduct and has been previously 
adjudicated delinquent of any of the following prohibited 
conduct which, if committed by an adult, would be 
classified as: 

 (A)  Rape as defined in 18 Pa.C.S.  
§ 3121. 

 (B)  Involuntary deviate sexual 
intercourse as defined in 18 Pa.C.S. § 3123. 

 (C)  Robbery as defined in 18 Pa.C.S.  
§ 3701(a)(1)(i), (ii) or (iii). 

 (D)  Robbery of motor vehicle as defined 
in 18 Pa.C.S. § 3702. 

 (E)  Aggravated indecent assault as 
defined in 18 Pa.C.S. § 3125. 

 (F)  Kidnapping as defined in 18 Pa.C.S. 
§ 2901. 

 (G)  Voluntary manslaughter. 
 (H)  An attempt, conspiracy or 

solicitation to commit murder or any of these 
crimes as provided in 18 Pa.C.S. §§ 901, 902 and 
903. 

 (iv)  Summary offenses, unless the child fails to 
comply with a lawful sentence imposed thereunder, in 
which event notice of such fact shall be certified to the 
court. 

 (v)  A crime committed by a child who has been 
found guilty in a criminal proceeding for other than a 
summary offense. 

 (vi)  A violation of 18 Pa.C.S. § 6110.1 (relating 
to possession of firearm by minor) where the offense was 
committed by a minor 15 years of age or older.

* * *
Section 2.  Section 7102 of Title 42 is amended to read: 

 Amend Sec. 2, page 10, line 30, by striking out “2” and inserting 
 3

Amend Sec. 3, page 11, line 15, by striking out “3” and inserting 
 4

Amend Sec. 4, page 11, line 20, by striking out “4” and inserting 
 5

On the question, 
 Will the House agree to the amendment? 
 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. On the amendment, the 
gentleman, Mr. DeLuca, is recognized. 
 Mr. DeLUCA. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 The reason I am not going to withdraw this amendment is 
because of the fact I think we have an opportunity to do 
something in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania to protect our 
citizens out there. 
 Over the last 2 or 3 weeks, if you had read the news media 
out there, the violence pertaining to guns in our youth 
community has increased. We have drug pushers who continue 

to use young people to carry the drugs, to carry guns, to 
intimidate people, and the people in our communities are afraid 
to come out on the streets and leave their homes. I think today 
enough is enough. I think we need legislation that will treat 
these individuals like outlaws. If they want to play the game, 
they are going to have to pay the price. 
 What this bill does, it eliminates the crime of possession of 
weapons from the juvenile code. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the 
gentleman and recognizes the majority leader, Mr. Smith. 
 Mr. S. SMITH. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I rise to oppose the amendment as much on the 
procedure as on the substance, to be quite frank. 
 Mr. Speaker, the substance of this amendment certainly has 
some merit within it, and it is something that we are more than 
willing to take further consideration of in the future. However, 
when you look at this amendment part and parcel with the bill 
that it would be amending, it clearly poses a two-subject issue 
for this bill. 
 Mr. Speaker, as I mentioned, the subject of the amendment is 
not something to which I am absolutely opposed to. There 
clearly is some merit to moving forward with something along 
those lines, but I think it needs to be done within the framework 
of the constitutional process and not creating a bill that would 
then be two subjects. 
 So, Mr. Speaker, I would ask you to oppose amendment 
6305. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the 
gentleman and recognizes the gentleman, Mr. Turzai. 
 Mr. TURZAI. I would just ask everybody to please vote 
against the amendment. Thanks. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the 
gentleman. 
 The Chair recognizes the gentleman, Mr. DeLuca, for the 
second time. 
 Mr. DeLUCA. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Let me understand this from the leader on the other side. Is it 
my understanding from this day forth that we will not consider 
any bills pertaining to two subjects in this House? Is that what  
I am hearing today from the majority leader? I would like to 
have that on the record. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mr. DeLuca, is that a rhetorical 
question or are you seeking interrogation? 
 Mr. DeLUCA. No. I want to interrogate the majority leader. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman, Mr. DeLuca, 
seeks interrogation of the gentleman, Mr. Smith, and he agrees, 
and you may proceed. 
 Mr. DeLUCA. Mr. Speaker, is it my understanding as of 
today we will not consider any bills that have dual meanings 
and amend two subjects in a bill? 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the gentleman suspend. 
 Mr. DeLUCA. Pardon me. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. That is really a parliamentary 
inquiry that should be addressed to the Chair. 
 

PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRY 

Mr. DeLUCA. Mr. Speaker, I make a parliamentary inquiry. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman will state his 
inquiry. 
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Mr. DeLUCA. Is it my understanding from what I hear from 
the majority leader that we will not entertain any more bills that 
have two different subjects in them, even though they are the 
same title? Is that my understanding? 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mr. DeLuca, the Chair has not 
ruled your amendment out of order. 
 Mr. DeLUCA. Well, I am asking either your guidance or the 
majority leader’s. I heard him say that is the reason he opposes 
the bill. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. We are giving our guidance by 
saying we are not ruling your amendment out of order, and you 
may proceed. 
 

Mr. DeLUCA. Then can I continue the interrogation? 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman, Mr. Smith, has 
agreed to an interrogation. You may proceed. 
 Mr. DeLUCA. Mr. Speaker, are you objecting to this bill on 
another reason than you stated? 
 Mr. S. SMITH. Mr. Speaker, I am opposed to the 
amendment, number one. I had stated when we debated an 
earlier amendment, it is my belief that SB 435 if amended is 
most likely going to die a slow death in the Senate. 
 I believe, Mr. Speaker, that the content of your amendment 
does have merit, but I am concerned that it does cloud the 
subject of the bill. Now, if something about that causes a 
problem, what I am also suggesting, Mr. Speaker, which  
I should have been more specific about prior to this, is that this 
is a piece of legislation that should be dealt with through the 
committee, that we are willing to take a closer look at it, that it 
is something that I think has merit. I am not in and of itself 
saying that this is a bad amendment. I am opposed to it as an 
amendment to SB 435. 
 Mr. DeLUCA. Then if I understand you, Mr. Speaker, you 
would be willing to maybe address the bill that I introduced the 
same as this amendment? 
 Mr. S. SMITH. Mr. Speaker, I could not hear him, please. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mr. DeLuca, could you get 
closer to the mike, please. 
 Mr. DeLUCA. Certainly. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. Thank you. 
 Mr. DeLUCA. Mr. Speaker, is it my understanding that you 
would entertain with your support to see that this bill, which  
I believe is very important to the public because I think enough 
is enough with the juvenile crimes going on out there relating to 
gun violence in our streets, would be able to come to this floor 
as a bill? 
 Mr. S. SMITH. Mr. Speaker, if I may, if I am not out of 
order to ask, is it my understanding that you have this 
amendment drafted in bill form currently— 
 Mr. DeLUCA. Yes, I do. 
 Mr. S. SMITH. —and it is currently before a committee? 
 Mr. DeLUCA. Yes; yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. S. SMITH. Mr. Speaker, at this given moment I cannot 
give you a blanket guarantee that that bill as drafted, having not 
really seen the bill in its bill form, that I would give you my 
blanket support, but as I stated, there seems to be merit to the 
summary of this as it is presented in this amendment, and  
I would be more than willing to work with you to bring forth 
that subject. 
 Mr. DeLUCA. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 

AMENDMENT WITHDRAWN 
 

Mr. DeLUCA. Mr. Speaker, in the guise of friendship and 
the majority leader’s last comments, I will withdraw the 
amendment. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the 
gentleman. 
 

On the question recurring, 
 Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration? 
 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Does the gentleman,  
Mr. Caltagirone, wish to offer his amendment? Withdraws? 
Thank you. 
 The lady, Ms. Josephs, has a late-filed amendment. Does she 
wish to offer? She waives off. Thank you very much. 
 There are no further amendments. 
 Moving to final passage on SB 435. 
 

On the question recurring, 
 Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration? 
 Bill was agreed to. 
 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. This bill has been considered 
on three different days and agreed to and is now on final 
passage. 
 The question is, shall the bill pass finally? 
 

On that question, the gentleman, Mr. Turzai, is recognized. 
 Mr. TURZAI. Please vote “yes” on SB 435. Thank you. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. Thank you, Mr. Turzai. 
 

On the question recurring, 
 Shall the bill pass finally? 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. Agreeable to the provisions of 
the Constitution, the yeas and nays will now be taken. 
 

The following roll call was recorded: 
 

YEAS–118 
 
Adolph Flick Major Rubley 
Allen Forcier Mann Sather 
Argall Frankel Markosek Saylor 
Armstrong Gabig Marsico Scavello 
Baker Geist McCall Schroder 
Baldwin Gillespie McGill Semmel 
Barrar Gingrich McIlhattan Shapiro 
Bastian Godshall McIlhinney Siptroth 
Belfanti Good McNaughton Smith, B. 
Benninghoff Goodman Metcalfe Smith, S. H. 
Beyer Grell Micozzie Sonney 
Birmelin Haluska Millard Stairs 
Boyd Hanna Miller, R. Steil 
Buxton Harhart Miller, S. Stern 
Cappelli Harris Mustio Stetler 
Causer Hasay Nailor Stevenson, R. 
Civera Herman Nickol Stevenson, T. 
Clymer Hershey O’Neill Surra 
Cornell Hess Payne Taylor, E. Z. 
Corrigan Hickernell Petri True 
Crahalla Hutchinson Phillips Turzai 
Creighton Kauffman Pickett Wansacz 
Dally Keller, M. Pyle Watson 
Denlinger Kenney Quigley Wilt 
DiGirolamo Killion Rapp Wright 
Ellis Leh Raymond Yewcic 
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Evans, J. Levdansky Reed Zug 
Fairchild Mackereth Reichley 
Feese Maher Rohrer Perzel, 
Fleagle Maitland Ross     Speaker 
 

NAYS–81 
 
Bebko-Jones Fabrizio Lescovitz Ruffing 
Belardi Fichter Manderino Sainato 
Biancucci Freeman McGeehan Samuelson 
Blackwell Gannon Melio Santoni 
Blaum George Mundy Solobay 
Bunt Gerber Myers Staback 
Caltagirone Gergely O’Brien Sturla 
Casorio Grucela Oliver Tangretti 
Cawley Gruitza Pallone Taylor, J. 
Cohen Harhai Parker Thomas 
Costa Harper Petrarca Tigue 
Cruz Hennessey Petrone Veon 
Curry James Pistella Vitali 
Daley Josephs Preston Walko 
DeLuca Keller, W. Ramaley Waters 
Dermody Kirkland Readshaw Wheatley 
DeWeese Kotik Rieger Williams 
Diven LaGrotta Roberts Wojnaroski 
Donatucci Leach Roebuck Youngblood 
Eachus Lederer Rooney Yudichak 
Evans, D. 
 

NOT VOTING–0 
 

EXCUSED–2 
 
Bishop Shaner 
 

The majority required by the Constitution having voted in 
the affirmative, the question was determined in the affirmative 
and the bill passed finally. 
 Ordered, That the clerk return the same to the Senate with 
the information that the House has passed the same without 
amendment. 
 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. There will be no further votes. 
 Are there any announcements? 

STATEMENT BY MR. COHEN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair recognizes the 
gentleman, Mr. Cohen, on unanimous consent. 
 Mr. COHEN. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would like to announce that tonight while we 
were voting on various important pieces of legislation, the State 
of Michigan became the 19th State in the country to raise the 
minimum wage. They voted to raise the minimum wage to 
$6.75 an hour effective October 1, $7.15 an hour effective 
January 1 of 2007, and $7.40 an hour effective in July of 2008. 
Michigan also became the sixth State in the country to 
statutorily raise the minimum wage to a higher figure than we 
are asking in the Democratic Party. 
 Mr. Speaker, there is now 49.7 percent of the country’s 
population that lives in a State with a wide-ranging minimum 
wage. In addition, the State of West Virginia has passed a 
small-scale minimum-wage increase recently that applies to 
only a few people. Counting West Virginia, a majority of the 
country now lives in a State— 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mr. Cohen, my apologies. 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY 
SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair does have one 
announcement before everybody leaves. 
 Just to confirm, we are in fact in session tomorrow at 11 a.m. 
 Mr. COHEN. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 May I continue? 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. If the members are hungry, 
they may want to visit the majority caucus room. 
 Thank you. 
 

STATEMENT BY MR. COHEN CONTINUED 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. You may proceed. My 
apologies, Mr. Cohen. 
 Mr. COHEN. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, it is very clear that there is a broad-based 
national movement to raise the minimum wage. Virtually every 
State in the country has some kind of effort under way to raise 
the minimum wage. By the end of this year, 2006, easily  
25 States, quite possibly over 30 States are going to have a 
minimum wage higher than the Federal minimum. It will be my 
hope that the majority in the General Assembly would not want 
Pennsylvania to be stigmatized as a low-wage State in a country 
in which the vast majority of people are soon going to be having 
a minimum wage significantly higher than the Federal minimum 
wage. 
 Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the 
gentleman. 
 

Are there any further announcements? 
 

VOTE CORRECTION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair recognizes the 
gentleman, Mr. Cruz. 
 Mr. CRUZ. Mr. Speaker, on SB 969 on final passage, I was 
voted in the negative, and I would like for the record to be an 
affirmative. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the 
gentleman, and his remarks will be spread upon the record. 
 Mr. CRUZ. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Any other announcements? 
 Seeing none, the House now stands in recess. 
 

AFTER RECESS 

The time of recess having expired, the House was called to 
order. 
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THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 
(WILLIAM F. ADOLPH, JR.) PRESIDING 

 
BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS PASSED OVER 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without objection, any 
remaining bills and resolutions on today’s calendar will be 
passed over. The Chair hears no objection. 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Perry County, Mr. Keller. 
 Mr. M. KELLER. Mr. Speaker, I move that the House do 
now recess until Wednesday, March 15, 2006, at 11 a.m., e.s.t., 
unless sooner recalled by the Speaker. 
 

On the question, 
 Will the House agree to the motion? 
 Motion was agreed to, and at 10:59 a.m., e.s.t., Wednesday, 
March 15, 2006, the House recessed. 
 


