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MONDAY, DECEMBER 22, 2003 
 

SESSION OF 2003 187TH OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY No. 109 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
The House convened at 11 a.m., e.s.t. 

THE SPEAKER (JOHN M. PERZEL) 
PRESIDING 

 
PRAYER 

 REV. JULIANN V. WHIPPLE, Chaplain of the House of 
Representatives, offered the following prayer: 
 
 Let us pray: 
 O God of love, grant to Your servants the grace to represent 
You effectively in our discordant world. Give us the courage to 
put our lives on the line in communicating life and truth to all 
Your creatures wherever they may be found. 
 As we come into this place today, enable us to be centered in 
the present but not to make it the only timespan of our lives. 
Help us to truly seek Your guidance and to think before we 
speak and act. What we are doing is important and will affect 
every life here in this Commonwealth and will have 
ramifications that we have not even foreseen at the moment.  
We ask for wisdom often, but help us truly today to be wise in 
Your ways. 
 Sovereign God, as we work during this holy time, fill us with 
a sense of well-being. Remind us that this is not all there is, that 
no matter what happens, tomorrow will come and along with it 
a clean, white page. We are grateful that our dismal failures of 
the past need not be a burden for today and tomorrow.  
May Your forgiveness grant us freedom. 
 As we move into the new year together, may we work 
collectively in new and exciting ways, creating pathways 
together where we thought there were none. May the arguments 
that will likely ensue today be forgotten as we continue to serve 
this Commonwealth in ways that will be beneficial to all. We 
remember that when we stop to consider others, the eventual 
reward is the love and peace for which we long. Forgive us in 
our haste, our carelessness, and selfishness. Turn our hearts to 
Your instructions, and bring us to this present moment in joyful 
service. 
 Hear our prayers. Amen. 
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 (The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by members and 
visitors.) 

JOURNAL APPROVAL POSTPONED 

 The SPEAKER. Without objection, the approval of the 
Journal of Friday, December 19, 2003, will be postponed until 
printed. 

CALENDAR 
 

RESOLUTION 

 Mr. S. SMITH called up SR 98, PN 1278, entitled: 
 

A Concurrent Resolution urging the Congress of the United States 
to increase the annual Federal capitalization grant to the Clean Water 
State Revolving Fund to better address the tremendous needs across the 
United States and the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.  
 
 On the question, 
 Will the House concur in the resolution of the Senate? 

RESOLUTION TABLED 

 The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the majority leader. 
 Mr. S. SMITH. Mr. Speaker, I move that the following 
resolution be placed upon the table: SR 98. 
 
 On the question, 
 Will the House agree to the motion? 
 Motion was agreed to. 

RESOLUTION REMOVED FROM TABLE 

 The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the majority leader. 
 Mr. S. SMITH. Mr. Speaker, I move that the following 
resolution be taken off the table: SR 98. 
 
 On the question, 
 Will the House agree to the motion? 
 Motion was agreed to. 

BILLS REMOVED FROM TABLE 

 The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the majority leader. 
 Mr. S. SMITH. Mr. Speaker, I move the following bills be 
taken off the table: 
 
  HB   700; 
  HB   847; 
  HB 1126; and 
  HB 1512. 
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 On the question, 
 Will the House agree to the motion? 
 Motion was agreed to. 
 

BILLS TABLED 

 The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the majority leader. 
 Mr. S. SMITH. Mr. Speaker, I move that the following bills 
be placed upon the table: 
 
  HB   700; 
  HB   847; 
  HB 1126; and 
  HB 1512. 
 
 On the question, 
 Will the House agree to the motion? 
 Motion was agreed to. 
 

ACTUARIAL NOTES 

 The SPEAKER. The Chair acknowledges receipt of the 
following actuarial notes: SB 200, PN 200; SB 106, PN 144; 
and HB 989, PN 1162. 
 
 (Copies of actuarial notes are on file with the Journal Clerk.) 
 

SENATE MESSAGE 

AMENDED SENATE BILL RETURNED 
FOR CONCURRENCE AND 

REFERRED TO COMMITTEE ON RULES 
 
 The clerk of the Senate, being introduced, informed that the 
Senate has concurred in the amendments made by the House of 
Representatives by amending said amendments to SB 80,  
PN 1341. 
 Ordered, That the clerk present the same to the House of 
Representatives for its concurrence. 
 

SENATE MESSAGE 

AMENDED HOUSE BILL RETURNED 
FOR CONCURRENCE AND 

REFERRED TO COMMITTEE ON RULES 
 
 The clerk of the Senate, being introduced, informed that the 
Senate has concurred in the amendments made by the House of 
Representatives to Senate amendments by further amending 
House amendments to HB 200, PN 3160. 
 Ordered, That the clerk present the same to the House of 
Representatives for its concurrence. 
 
 

SENATE MESSAGE 

AMENDED HOUSE BILLS RETURNED 
FOR CONCURRENCE AND 

REFERRED TO COMMITTEE ON RULES 
 
 The clerk of the Senate, being introduced, returned HB 44, 
PN 3148; HB 172, PN 3158; HB 485, PN 2706; HB 696,  
PN 3141; HB 1133, PN 3159; HB 1279, PN 3115; HB 1374, 
PN 3142; HB 1375, PN 3143; HB 1376, PN 3149; HB 1377, 
PN 3144; HB 1378, PN 3150; HB 1379, PN 3151; HB 1380, 
PN 3145; HB 1381, PN 3146; HB 1382, PN 3152; HB 1383, 
PN 3153; HB 1384, PN 3154; HB 1385, PN 3155; HB 1386, 
PN 3156; HB 1387, PN 3157; HB 1399, PN 3147; and  
HB 1589, PN 3161, with information that the Senate has passed 
the same with amendment in which the concurrence of the 
House of Representatives is requested. 

SENATE MESSAGE 

HOUSE BILLS 
CONCURRED IN BY SENATE 

 
 The clerk of the Senate, being introduced, returned HB 66, 
PN 2958; and HB 1674, PN 2949, with information that the 
Senate has passed the same without amendment. 

SENATE MESSAGE 

HOUSE AMENDMENTS 
CONCURRED IN BY SENATE 

 
 The clerk of the Senate, being introduced, informed that the 
Senate has concurred in the amendments made by the House of 
Representatives to SB 145, PN 1320; SB 483, PN 1319;  
SB 586, PN 1203; and SB 940, PN 1328. 

BILLS SIGNED BY SPEAKER 

 Bills numbered and entitled as follows having been prepared 
for presentation to the Governor, and the same being correct,  
the titles were publicly read as follows: 
 
 HB 66, PN 2958 
 

An Act authorizing and directing the Department of General 
Services, with the approval of the Governor, to grant and convey to 
Warren County, certain lands situate in the Township of Conewango, 
Warren County; and authorizing and directing the removal of the use 
restriction and reversionary covenant placed on the real estate 
previously conveyed to Warren County and imposing other restrictions 
on said Warren County property, situate in the Township of Elk, 
Warren County.  
 
 HB 1674, PN 2949 
 

An Act authorizing the Department of General Services, with the 
approval of the Governor, to grant and convey to Beach Street and 
Dyott Corporations certain tracts of land located in the bed of the 
Delaware River in the City and County of Philadelphia.  
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 SB 145, PN 1320 
 

An Act amending Title 53 (Municipalities Generally) of the 
Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes, further providing for municipal 
police education and training definitions, training and reimbursement.  
 
 SB 483, PN 1319 
 

An Act amending the act of May 17, 1921 (P.L.682, No.284), 
known as The Insurance Company Law of 1921, further providing for 
life insurance applications; and extending the expiration date of 
provisions relating to health care insurance individual accessibility.  
 
 SB 586, PN 1203 
 

An Act amending Title 34 (Game) of the Pennsylvania 
Consolidated Statutes, further providing for jurisdiction and penalties; 
providing for suspension of licenses; and further providing for 
unlawful taking or possession of game or wildlife, for denial or 
revocation of license and for license costs and fees.  
 
 SB 924, PN 1244 
 

An Act requiring certifications by tobacco product manufacturers; 
providing for a directory of cigarettes approved for stamping and sale; 
conferring powers and imposing duties on the Attorney General and the 
Department of Revenue; and imposing penalties.  
 
 SB 940, PN 1328 
 

An Act providing for intergovernmental cooperation in cities of 
the second class; establishing an intergovernmental authority; 
providing for financing, for bankruptcy and for sovereign immunity; 
and making an appropriation.  
 
 Whereupon, the Speaker, in the presence of the House, 
signed the same. 

LEAVES OF ABSENCE 

 The SPEAKER. The Chair turns to leaves of absence. 
 The Chair recognizes the majority whip, Mr. Feese, who 
moves for a leave of absence for the gentleman from York,  
Mr. SMITH; the gentleman from Montgomery, Mr. CORNELL; 
and the gentleman from Cumberland, Mr. NAILOR. Without 
objection, the leaves will be granted. 
 The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Beaver, Mr. Veon, 
who requests no leave of absence for any Democrat members. 

MASTER ROLL CALL 

 The SPEAKER. The Chair is about to take the master roll. 
Members will proceed to vote. 
 
 The following roll call was recorded: 
 
 PRESENT–199 
 
Adolph Evans, J. Levdansky Sainato 
Allen Fabrizio Lewis Samuelson 
Argall Fairchild Lynch Santoni 
Armstrong Feese Mackereth Sather 
Baker Fichter Maher Saylor 
Baldwin Fleagle Maitland Scavello 
Bard Flick Major Schroder 
Barrar Forcier Manderino Scrimenti 
Bastian Frankel Mann Semmel 

Bebko-Jones Freeman Markosek Shaner 
Belardi Gabig Marsico Smith, S. H. 
Belfanti Gannon McCall Solobay 
Benninghoff Geist McGeehan Staback 
Biancucci George McGill Stairs 
Birmelin Gergely McIlhattan Steil 
Bishop Gillespie McIlhinney Stern 
Blaum Gingrich McNaughton Stetler 
Boyd Godshall Melio Stevenson, R. 
Browne Good Metcalfe Stevenson, T. 
Bunt Goodman Micozzie Sturla 
Butkovitz Grucela Miller, R. Surra 
Buxton Gruitza Miller, S. Tangretti 
Caltagirone Habay Mundy Taylor, E. Z. 
Cappelli Haluska Mustio Taylor, J. 
Casorio Hanna Myers Thomas 
Causer Harhai Nickol Tigue 
Cawley Harhart O’Brien Travaglio  
Civera Harper Oliver True 
Clymer Harris O’Neill Turzai 
Cohen Hasay Pallone Vance 
Coleman Hennessey Payne Veon 
Corrigan Herman Petrarca Vitali 
Costa Hershey Petri Walko 
Coy Hess Petrone Wansacz 
Crahalla Hickernell Phillips Washington 
Creighton Horsey Pickett Waters 
Cruz Hutchinson Pistella Watson 
Curry James Preston Weber 
Dailey Josephs Raymond Wheatley 
Daley Keller Readshaw Williams 
Dally Kenney Reed Wilt  
DeLuca Killion Reichley Wojnaroski 
Denlinger Kirkland Rieger Wright 
Dermody Kotik Roberts Yewcic 
DeWeese LaGrotta Roebuck Youngblood 
DiGirolamo Laughlin Rohrer Yudichak 
Diven Leach Rooney Zug 
Donatucci Lederer Ross 
Eachus Leh Rubley Perzel, 
Egolf Lescovitz Ruffing     Speaker 
Evans, D. 
 
 ADDITIONS–0 
 
 
 NOT VOTING–0 
 
 
 EXCUSED–3 
 
Cornell Nailor Smith, B. 
 
 
 LEAVES ADDED–1 
 
Diven 
 
 
 LEAVES CANCELED–2 
 
Diven  Nailor 
 

GUESTS INTRODUCED 

 The SPEAKER. The Chair would like to recognize guests of 
Representative George: Dr. Dennis Bruno, superintendent of the 
Glendale School System. With Dr. Bruno is his wife, Debbie, 
and Mike Glumac of PrismWorks Technology. Would those 
guests please rise and be recognized. 
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REPUBLICAN CAUCUS 

 The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the gentlelady from 
Chester, Mrs. Taylor. 
 Mrs. TAYLOR. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Immediately at the call of the recess, the Republican majority 
will meet in the caucus room, immediately following the call of 
the recess. Thank you. 
 The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentlelady. 
 

DEMOCRATIC CAUCUS 

 The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Westmoreland, Mr. Casorio. 
 Mr. CASORIO. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Immediately on the call of recess, the House Democrats will 
hold a very important caucus. We are requesting all members’ 
attendance, and there will be informal discussions as well. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 

APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE MEETING 

 The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Schuylkill, Mr. Argall. 
 Mr. ARGALL. At the declaration of the recess, the House 
Appropriations Committee will meet in room 245, Mr. Speaker. 
 The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 
 Appropriations Committee meeting in room 245 at the 
recess. 
 
 Are there any further announcements? 
 

RECESS 

 The SPEAKER. This Chair is in recess until 1 o’clock. 
 

AFTER RECESS 

 The time of recess having expired, the House was called to 
order. 
 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE CANCELED 

 The SPEAKER. The Chair notes the presence in the hall of 
the House of the gentleman, Mr. Nailor. His name will be added 
to the master roll. 
 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

 The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the minority whip, 
who moves for a leave of absence for the gentleman from 
Allegheny, Mr. DIVEN. Without objection, that leave will be 
granted. 

SENATE MESSAGE 

HOUSE BILLS 
CONCURRED IN BY SENATE 

 
 The clerk of the Senate, being introduced, returned HB 1388, 
PN 1716; HB 1389, PN 1717; HB 1390, PN 1718; HB 1391, 
PN 1719; HB 1392, PN 1720; HB 1393, PN 1721; HB 1394, 
PN 1722; HB 1395, PN 1723; HB 1396, PN 1724; HB 1397, 
PN 1725; HB 1398, PN 1726; HB 1401, PN 1728; HB 1402, 
PN 1729; HB 1403, PN 1730; HB 1404, PN 1731; and  
HB 1405, PN 1732, with information that the Senate has passed 
the same without amendment. 

BILLS SIGNED BY SPEAKER 

 Bills numbered and entitled as follows having been prepared 
for presentation to the Governor, and the same being correct, the 
titles were publicly read as follows: 
 
 HB 1388, PN 1716 
 

An Act making an appropriation to the Fox Chase Institute for 
Cancer Research, Philadelphia, for the operation and maintenance of 
the cancer research program.  
 
 HB 1389, PN 1717 
 

An Act making appropriations to the Wistar Institute, Philadelphia, 
for operation and maintenance expenses and for research.  
 
 HB 1390, PN 1718 
 

An Act making an appropriation to the Central Penn Oncology 
Group.  
 
 HB 1391, PN 1719 
 

An Act making an appropriation to the Lancaster Cleft Palate for 
outpatient-inpatient treatment.  
 
 HB 1392, PN 1720 
 

An Act making an appropriation to the Pittsburgh Cleft Palate for 
outpatient-inpatient treatment.  
 
 HB 1393, PN 1721 
 

An Act making an appropriation to the Burn Foundation, 
Philadelphia for outpatient and inpatient treatment.  
 
 HB 1394, PN 1722 
 

An Act making an appropriation to The Children’s Institute, 
Pittsburgh for treatment and rehabilitation of certain persons with 
disabling diseases.  
 
 HB 1395, PN 1723 
 

An Act making an appropriation to The Children’s Hospital of 
Philadelphia for comprehensive patient care and general maintenance 
and operation of the hospital.  
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 HB 1396, PN 1724 
 

An Act making an appropriation to the Beacon Lodge Camp.  
 
 HB 1397, PN 1725 
 

An Act making an appropriation to the Arsenal Family and 
Children’s Center.  
 
 HB 1398, PN 1726 
 

An Act making appropriations to the Carnegie Museums of 
Pittsburgh for operations and maintenance expenses and the purchase 
of apparatus, supplies and equipment.  
 
 HB 1401, PN 1728 
 

An Act making an appropriation to the Academy of Natural 
Sciences for maintenance expenses.  
 
 HB 1402, PN 1729 
 

An Act making an appropriation to the African-American Museum 
in Philadelphia for operating expenses.  
 
 HB 1403, PN 1730 
 

An Act making an appropriation to the Everhart Museum in 
Scranton for operating expenses.  
 
 HB 1404, PN 1731 
 

An Act making an appropriation to the Mercer Museum in 
Doylestown, Pennsylvania, for operating expenses.  
 
 HB 1405, PN 1732 
 

An Act making an appropriation to the Whitaker Center for 
Science and the Arts in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, for operating 
expenses.  
 
 Whereupon, the Speaker, in the presence of the House, 
signed the same. 
 
 

BILL REREPORTED FROM COMMITTEE 

SB 870, PN 1312   By Rep. ARGALL 
 

An Act amending the act of February 9, 1999 (P.L.1, No.1), 
known as the Capital Facilities Debt Enabling Act, increasing the 
limitation on redevelopment assistance capital projects.  
 

APPROPRIATIONS. 
 
 

RULES COMMITTEE MEETING 

 The SPEAKER. The gentleman, Mr. Smith, calls for an 
immediate meeting of the Rules Committee. 

BILLS ON CONCURRENCE 
REPORTED FROM COMMITTEE 

 HB 44, PN 3148 By Rep. S. SMITH 
 

An Act amending the act of June 13, 1967 (P.L.31, No.21), known 
as the Public Welfare Code, exempting certain persons from Federal 
law relating to public assistance; establishing the Health Care Provider 
Retention Account and the Health Care Provider Retention Program; 
and repealing provisions related to physician discounts on assessments 
and certain health care provider medical professional liability 
insurance.  
 

RULES. 
 
 HB 172, PN 3158 By Rep. S. SMITH 
 

An Act amending the act of April 9, 1929 (P.L.177, No. 175), 
known as The Administrative Code of 1929, providing for local tax 
withholding of Commonwealth employees; further providing for fees 
chargeable by the Department of Agriculture, the Department of 
Health, the Insurance Department, the Department of Labor and 
Industry and the Pennsylvania Securities Commission, for the 
Corporation Bureau Restricted Account and for collective bargaining in 
education; providing for newborn child testing at federally certified 
laboratories; requiring the Department of General Services to establish 
energy profiles for certain State buildings; further providing for  
coal fuel in State heating systems; repealing an expiration provision 
relating to collective bargaining by certain public employers; making 
repeals relating to fees; and making a repeal relating to the Corporation 
Bureau Restricted Account.  
 

RULES. 
 
 HB 200, PN 3160 By Rep. S. SMITH 
 

An Act amending the act of March 4, 1971 (P.L.6, No.2), known 
as the Tax Reform Code of 1971, further providing, in sales and use 
tax, for definitions, for exclusions, for credits, for licenses and for 
transfers to Public Transportation Assistance Fund; further providing, 
in personal income tax, for definitions, for imposition, for special tax 
provisions for poverty, for returns and liability and for returns and 
records; further providing, in corporate net income tax, for definitions 
and for interests in unincorporated entities; providing, in corporate net 
income tax, for additional withholding requirements; further providing, 
in capital stock franchise tax, for definitions and reports, for imposition 
and for expiration; further providing, in utilities gross receipts tax, for 
imposition; further providing, in public utility realty tax, for 
surcharges; providing, in public utility realty tax, for additional tax; 
further providing, in cigarette tax, for incidence and rate of tax, for 
floor tax, for stamp to evidence the tax and for commissions on sales; 
establishing, in relation to cigarette tax, the Health Care Provider 
Retention Account; further providing, in research and development tax 
credit, for carryover, for limitations and for reports; further providing, 
in malt beverage tax, for limited tax credits; further providing, in 
inheritance tax, for definitions, for exempt transfers, for estate tax and 
for estate tax returns; further providing for the Public Transportation 
Assistance Fund and providing for its administration; further providing 
for estimated tax and for underpayment of estimated tax; providing for 
authority to attach wages; and repealing provisions relating to the 
Public Transportation Assistance Fund.  
 

RULES. 
 

HB 217, PN 2680   By Rep. S. SMITH 
 

An Act amending the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), 
known as the Public School Code of 1949, authorizing school districts 
to reopen their 2003-2004 budgets; further providing for program of 
continuing professional education, for school improvement grants and 
for small district assistance payments; providing for basic education 
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funding for 2002-2003 school year and for special funding provisions 
for 2002-2003 school year; further providing for payments; and making 
appropriations.  
 

RULES. 
 
 HB 485, PN 2706 By Rep. S. SMITH 
 

An Act amending Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) of 
the Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes, further providing for 
municipal corporation portion of fines, for immunity of State parole 
officers and for immunity of county probation officers.  
 

RULES. 
 
 HB 696, PN 3141 By Rep. S. SMITH 
 

An Act authorizing and directing the Department of General 
Services, with the approval of the Governor, to grant and convey to  
the Philadelphia Regional Port Authority certain lands situate in the 
39th Ward of the City of Philadelphia; and authorizing the Department 
of General Services, with concurrence of the Department of 
Environmental Protection, to lease to Isle of Capri Associates land 
within the bed of the Delaware River in the City of Philadelphia.  
 

RULES. 
 

HB 1000, PN 3114   By Rep. S. SMITH 
 

An Act amending the act of February 19, 1980 (P.L.15, No.9), 
known as the Real Estate Licensing and Registration Act, further 
providing for licensing requirements and penalties.  
 

RULES. 
 
 HB 1133, PN 3159 By Rep. S. SMITH 
 

An Act amending act of April 9, 1929 (P.L.343, No.176), known 
as The Fiscal Code, further providing for the definitions of “cost of the 
stamping agent” and “dealer” and for interest on overpayments; 
providing for the definitions of “Crime Victim’s Compensation Fund” 
and “restitution”; further providing for property held by financial 
institutions, for escheat of property held by insurers, for property held 
by courts, public officers and agencies, for miscellaneous property held 
for or owing to another and for depositing funds relating to abandoned 
and unclaimed property.  
 

RULES. 
 
 HB 1279, PN 3115 By Rep. S. SMITH 
 

An Act amending the act of April 12, 1951 (P.L.90, No.21), 
known as the Liquor Code, further providing for definitions, for powers 
and duties of the Pennsylvania Liquor Control Board, for wine 
marketing, for sales on Saint Patrick’s Day and for wine purchased for 
consumption at a restaurant.  
 

RULES. 
 
 HB 1374, PN 3142 By Rep. S. SMITH 
 

A Supplement to the act of April 1, 1863 (P.L.213, No.227), 
entitled “An act to accept the grant of Public Lands, by the  
United States, to the several states, for the endowment of Agricultural 
Colleges,” making appropriations for carrying the same into effect; and 
providing for a basis for payments of such appropriations, for a method 
of accounting for the funds appropriated and for certain fiscal 
information disclosure.  

RULES. 
 
 
 HB 1375, PN 3143 By Rep. S. SMITH 
 

A Supplement to the act of July 28, 1966 (3rd Sp.Sess., P.L.87, 
No.3), entitled “An act providing for the establishment and operation of 
the University of Pittsburgh as an instrumentality of the 
Commonwealth to serve as a State-related university in the higher 
education system of the Commonwealth; providing for change of 
name; providing for the composition of the board of trustees; terms of 
trustees, and the power and duties of such trustees; authorizing 
appropriations in amounts to be fixed annually by the General 
Assembly; providing for the auditing of accounts of expenditures from 
said appropriations; providing for public support and capital 
improvements; authorizing the issuance of bonds exempt from taxation 
within the Commonwealth; requiring the chancellor to make an annual 
report of the operations of the University of Pittsburgh,” making 
appropriations for carrying the same into effect; providing for a basis 
for payments of such appropriations; and providing a method of 
accounting for the funds appropriated and for certain fiscal information 
disclosure.  
 

RULES. 
 
 
 HB 1376, PN 3149 By Rep. S. SMITH 
 

A Supplement to the act of November 30, 1965 (P.L.843, No.355), 
entitled “An act providing for the establishment and operation of 
Temple University as an instrumentality of the Commonwealth to serve 
as a State-related university in the higher education system of the 
Commonwealth; providing for change of name; providing for the 
composition of the board of trustees; terms of trustees, and the power 
and duties of such trustees; providing for preference to Pennsylvania 
residents in tuition; providing for public support and capital 
improvements; authorizing appropriations in amounts to be fixed 
annually by the General Assembly; providing for the auditing of 
accounts of expenditures from said appropriations; authorizing the 
issuance of bonds exempt from taxation within the Commonwealth; 
requiring the President to make an annual report of the operations of 
Temple University,” making appropriations for carrying the same into 
effect; providing for a basis for payments of such appropriations; and 
providing a method of accounting for the funds appropriated and for 
certain fiscal information disclosure.  
 

RULES. 
 
 
 HB 1377, PN 3144 By Rep. S. SMITH 
 

A Supplement to the act of July 7, 1972 (P.L.743, No.176), 
entitled “An act providing for the establishment and operation of 
Lincoln University as an instrumentality of the Commonwealth to 
serve as a State-related institution in the higher education system of the 
Commonwealth; providing for change of name; providing for the 
composition of the board of trustees; terms of trustees, and the power 
and duties of such trustees; providing for preference to Pennsylvania 
residents in tuition; authorizing an appropriation in amounts to be fixed 
annually by the General Assembly; providing for the auditing of 
accounts of expenditures from said appropriations; providing for public 
support and capital improvements; authorizing the issuance of bonds 
exempt from taxation within the Commonwealth; requiring the 
President to make an annual report of the operations of Lincoln 
University,” making an appropriation for carrying the same into effect; 
providing for a basis for payments of the appropriation; and providing 
a method of accounting for the funds appropriated and for certain fiscal 
information disclosure.  
 

RULES. 
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 HB 1378, PN 3150 By Rep. S. SMITH 
 

An Act making an appropriation to the Trustees of  
Drexel University, Philadelphia.  
 

RULES. 
 
 HB 1379, PN 3151 By Rep. S. SMITH 
 

An Act making appropriations to the Trustees of the University of 
Pennsylvania.  
 

RULES. 
 
 HB 1380, PN 3145 By Rep. S. SMITH 
 

An Act making appropriations to the Philadelphia Health and 
Education Corporation for the Colleges of Medicine, Public Health, 
Nursing and Health Professions and for continuation of pediatric 
services.  
 

RULES. 
 
 HB 1381, PN 3146 By Rep. S. SMITH 
 

An Act making appropriations to the Thomas Jefferson University, 
Philadelphia.  
 

RULES. 
 
 HB 1382, PN 3152 By Rep. S. SMITH 
 

An Act making an appropriation to the Philadelphia College of 
Osteopathic Medicine, Philadelphia.  
 

RULES. 
 
 HB 1383, PN 3153 By Rep. S. SMITH 
 

An Act making an appropriation to the Pennsylvania College of 
Optometry, Philadelphia.  
 

RULES. 
 
 HB 1384, PN 3154 By Rep. S. SMITH 
 

An Act making an appropriation to the University of the Arts, 
Philadelphia, for instruction and student aid.  
 

RULES. 
 
 HB 1385, PN 3155 By Rep. S. SMITH 
 

An Act making appropriations to the Trustees of the Berean 
Training and Industrial School at Philadelphia for operation and 
maintenance expenses and for payment of debt service.  
 

RULES. 
 
 HB 1386, PN 3156 By Rep. S. SMITH 
 

An Act making an appropriation to the Johnson Technical Institute 
of Scranton for operation and maintenance expenses.  
 

RULES. 
 
 HB 1387, PN 3157 By Rep. S. SMITH 
 

An Act making an appropriation to the Williamson Free School of 
Mechanical Trades in Delaware County for operation and maintenance 
expenses.  
 

RULES. 
 
 HB 1399, PN 3147 By Rep. S. SMITH 
 

An Act making appropriations to the Wistar Institute, Philadelphia, 
for operation and maintenance expenses and for research.  
 
 RULES. 
 
 HB 1589, PN 3161 By Rep. S. SMITH 
 

A Supplement to the act of March 20, 2003 (P.L.    , No.1A), 
entitled “An act to provide from the General Fund for the expenses of 
the Executive, Legislative and Judicial Departments of the 
Commonwealth, the public debt and for the public schools for the  
fiscal year July 1, 2003, to June 30, 2004, for certain institutions and 
organizations, and for the payment of bills incurred and remaining 
unpaid at the close of the fiscal year ending June 30, 2003; to provide 
appropriations from the State Lottery Fund, the Energy Conservation 
and Assistance Fund, the Hazardous Material Response Fund,  
The State Stores Fund, the Milk Marketing Fund, the Home Investment 
Trust Fund, the Emergency Medical Services Operating Fund,  
the Tuition Payment Fund, the Banking Department Fund, the  
Firearm Records Check Fund, the Ben Franklin Technology 
Development Authority Fund and the Tobacco Settlement Fund to the 
Executive Department; to provide appropriations from the Judicial 
Computer System Augmentation Account to the Judicial Department 
for the fiscal year July 1, 2003, to June 30, 2004; to provide 
appropriations from the Motor License Fund for the fiscal year July 1, 
2003, to June 30, 2004, for the proper operation of the several 
departments of the Commonwealth and the Pennsylvania State Police 
authorized to spend Motor License Fund Moneys; to provide for the 
appropriation of Federal funds to the Executive Department of the 
Commonwealth and for the establishment of restricted receipt accounts 
for the fiscal year July 1, 2003, to June 30, 2004, and for the payment 
of bills remaining unpaid at the close of the fiscal year ending June 30, 
2003; to provide for the additional appropriation of Federal and State 
funds from the General Fund, for the Executive Department of the 
Commonwealth for the fiscal year July 1, 2002, to June 30, 2003, and 
for the payment of bills incurred and remaining unpaid at the close of 
the fiscal year ending June 30, 2002 and making a repeal,” increasing, 
decreasing and providing additional General Fund appropriations for 
the expenses of the Executive, Legislative and Judicial Departments of 
the Commonwealth, the public debt and for the public schools for the 
fiscal year July 1, 2003, to June 30, 2004, for certain institutions and 
organizations, and for the payment of bills incurred and remaining 
unpaid at the close of the fiscal year ending June 30, 2003; imposing 
limitations on certain Motor License Fund expenditures; to provide 
appropriations from the State Lottery Fund, the Ben Franklin 
Technology Development Authority Fund and the Health Care 
Provider Retention Account to the Executive Department; providing 
for the additional appropriation of State funds from the General Fund 
for the Legislative Department of the Commonwealth for the  
fiscal year July 1, 2002, to June 30, 2003; increasing, decreasing  
and providing additional appropriations of Federal funds to the 
Executive Department of the Commonwealth for the fiscal year  
July 1, 2003, to June 30, 2004, and for the payment of bills remaining 
unpaid at the close of the fiscal year ending June 30, 2003; imposing 
limitations on certain Motor License Fund expenditures; and making 
repeals related to the power of the Supreme Court to make certain 
transfers.  
 

RULES. 
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HB 1718, PN 3116   By Rep. S. SMITH 
 

An Act amending the act of June 26, 2001 (P.L.755, No.77), 
known as the Tobacco Settlement Act, imposing limitations on 
supersedeas bond requirements.  
 

RULES. 
 
 SB 80, PN 1341 By Rep. S. SMITH 
 

An Act amending the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), 
known as the Public School Code of 1949, adding definitions; further 
providing for background checks of prospective employees and 
conviction of employees of certain offenses, for fiscal year, for tax levy 
and limitations, and for per capita taxes; authorizing school districts to 
reopen their 2003-2004 budgets; imposing limitations on certain 
unreserved fund balances; repealing provisions relating to professional 
teacher assessment; further providing for residence and right to free 
school privileges, for cost of tuition and maintenance of certain 
exceptional children in approved institutions and for actual cost of 
tuition and maintenance of certain exceptional children in the  
four chartered schools for education of the deaf and the blind; 
providing for firefighter and emergency service training; amending 
provisions relating to the education support services program; 
providing for the educational assistance program and the Head Start 
Supplemental Assistance Program; defining “history of financial 
distress”; further providing for education empowerment list, for 
implementation of school district improvement plan by board of  
school directors, for education empowerment districts, for school 
improvement grants, for mandate waiver program and for definitions; 
providing for State System of Higher Education campus police powers 
and duties; imposing certain limitations on provisions relating to 
education empowerment; amending provisions relating to educational 
improvement tax credit; further providing for small district assistance 
and for temporary special aid to school districts suffering loss of tax 
revenue due to reduction in assessed valuation of taxable property; 
providing for basic education funding for 2002-2003 school year and 
for reimbursement of additional expenses related to basic education; 
further providing for payments to intermediate units, for special 
education payments to school districts, for extraordinary special 
education program expenses and for Commonwealth reimbursements 
for charter schools and cyber charter schools; providing for 
Pennsylvania accountability grants and Keystone educational 
accountability; further providing for powers and duties of the  
State Board of Education; providing for teacher recruitment assistance; 
and making a related repeal.  
 
 RULES. 

CALENDAR CONTINUED 
 

RESOLUTIONS PURSUANT TO RULE 35 

 Mr. READSHAW called up HR 521, PN 3129, entitled: 
 

A Resolution designating March 1, 2004, as “Saint David’s Day” 
to be observed throughout this Commonwealth.  
 
 On the question, 
 Will the House adopt the resolution? 
 
 The following roll call was recorded: 
 
 YEAS–199 
 
Adolph Fabrizio Lewis Sainato 
Allen Fairchild Lynch Samuelson 
Argall Feese Mackereth Santoni 
Armstrong Fichter Maher Sather 
Baker Fleagle Maitland Saylor 

Baldwin Flick Major Scavello 
Bard Forcier Manderino Schroder 
Barrar Frankel Mann Scrimenti 
Bastian Freeman Markosek Semmel 
Bebko-Jones Gabig Marsico Shaner 
Belardi Gannon McCall Smith, S. H. 
Belfanti Geist McGeehan Solobay 
Benninghoff George McGill Staback 
Biancucci Gergely McIlhattan Stairs 
Birmelin Gillespie McIlhinney Steil 
Bishop Gingrich McNaughton Stern 
Blaum Godshall Melio Stetler 
Boyd Good Metcalfe Stevenson, R. 
Browne Goodman Micozzie Stevenson, T. 
Bunt Grucela Miller, R. Sturla 
Butkovitz Gruitza Miller, S. Surra 
Buxton Habay Mundy Tangretti 
Caltagirone Haluska Mustio Taylor, E. Z. 
Cappelli Hanna Myers Taylor, J. 
Casorio Harhai Nailor Thomas 
Causer Harhart Nickol Tigue 
Cawley Harper O’Brien Travaglio  
Civera Harris Oliver True 
Clymer Hasay O’Neill Turzai 
Cohen Hennessey Pallone Vance 
Coleman Herman Payne Veon 
Corrigan Hershey Petrarca Vitali 
Costa Hess Petri Walko 
Coy Hickernell Petrone Wansacz 
Crahalla Horsey Phillips Washington 
Creighton Hutchinson Pickett Waters 
Cruz James Pistella Watson 
Curry Josephs Preston Weber 
Dailey Keller Raymond Wheatley 
Daley Kenney Readshaw Williams 
Dally Killion Reed Wilt  
DeLuca Kirkland Reichley Wojnaroski 
Denlinger Kotik Rieger Wright 
Dermody LaGrotta Roberts Yewcic 
DeWeese Laughlin Roebuck Youngblood 
DiGirolamo Leach Rohrer Yudichak 
Donatucci Lederer Rooney Zug 
Eachus Leh Ross 
Egolf Lescovitz Rubley Perzel, 
Evans, D. Levdansky Ruffing     Speaker 
Evans, J. 
 
 NAYS–0 
 
 NOT VOTING–0 
 
 EXCUSED–3 
 
Cornell Diven Smith, B. 
 
 
 The majority having voted in the affirmative, the question 
was determined in the affirmative and the resolution was 
adopted. 
 

* * * 
 
 Mr. GILLESPIE called up HR 522, PN 3135, entitled: 
 

A Resolution urging the Governor, the Pennsylvania Historical and 
Museum Commission, the Judiciary and all other agencies and 
authorities in this Commonwealth to exercise their power and 
authorities accordingly to preserve the historic site known as  
Camp Security, located in Springettsbury Township, York County.  
 
 On the question, 
 Will the House adopt the resolution? 
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 The following roll call was recorded: 
 
 YEAS–199 
 
Adolph Fabrizio Lewis Sainato 
Allen Fairchild Lynch Samuelson 
Argall Feese Mackereth Santoni 
Armstrong Fichter Maher Sather 
Baker Fleagle Maitland Saylor 
Baldwin Flick Major Scavello 
Bard Forcier Manderino Schroder 
Barrar Frankel Mann Scrimenti 
Bastian Freeman Markosek Semmel 
Bebko-Jones Gabig Marsico Shaner 
Belardi Gannon McCall Smith, S. H. 
Belfanti Geist McGeehan Solobay 
Benninghoff George McGill Staback 
Biancucci Gergely McIlhattan Stairs 
Birmelin Gillespie McIlhinney Steil 
Bishop Gingrich McNaughton Stern 
Blaum Godshall Melio Stetler 
Boyd Good Metcalfe Stevenson, R. 
Browne Goodman Micozzie Stevenson, T. 
Bunt Grucela Miller, R. Sturla 
Butkovitz Gruitza Miller, S. Surra 
Buxton Habay Mundy Tangretti 
Caltagirone Haluska Mustio Taylor, E. Z. 
Cappelli Hanna Myers Taylor, J. 
Casorio Harhai Nailor Thomas 
Causer Harhart Nickol Tigue 
Cawley Harper O’Brien Travaglio  
Civera Harris Oliver True 
Clymer Hasay O’Neill Turzai 
Cohen Hennessey Pallone Vance 
Coleman Herman Payne Veon 
Corrigan Hershey Petrarca Vitali 
Costa Hess Petri Walko 
Coy Hickernell Petrone Wansacz 
Crahalla Horsey Phillips Washington 
Creighton Hutchinson Pickett Waters 
Cruz James Pistella Watson 
Curry Josephs Preston Weber 
Dailey Keller Raymond Wheatley 
Daley Kenney Readshaw Williams 
Dally Killion Reed Wilt  
DeLuca Kirkland Reichley Wojnaroski 
Denlinger Kotik Rieger Wright 
Dermody LaGrotta Roberts Yewcic 
DeWeese Laughlin Roebuck Youngblood 
DiGirolamo Leach Rohrer Yudichak 
Donatucci Lederer Rooney Zug 
Eachus Leh Ross 
Egolf Lescovitz Rubley Perzel, 
Evans, D. Levdansky Ruffing     Speaker 
Evans, J. 
 
 
 NAYS–0 
 
 
 NOT VOTING–0 
 
 
 EXCUSED–3 
 
Cornell Diven Smith, B. 
 
 
 The majority having voted in the affirmative, the question 
was determined in the affirmative and the resolution was 
adopted. 

SUPPLEMENTAL CALENDAR G 
 

RESOLUTIONS PURSUANT TO RULE 35 

 Mr. SEMMEL called up HR 524, PN 3162, entitled: 
 

A Resolution honoring Maj. Gen. William B. Lynch upon his 
retirement as Adjutant General and commander of the Pennsylvania 
National Guard.  
 
 On the question, 
 Will the House adopt the resolution? 
 
 The following roll call was recorded: 
 
 YEAS–199 
 
Adolph Fabrizio Lewis Sainato 
Allen Fairchild Lynch Samuelson 
Argall Feese Mackereth Santoni 
Armstrong Fichter Maher Sather 
Baker Fleagle Maitland Saylor 
Baldwin Flick Major Scavello 
Bard Forcier Manderino Schroder 
Barrar Frankel Mann Scrimenti 
Bastian Freeman Markosek Semmel 
Bebko-Jones Gabig Marsico Shaner 
Belardi Gannon McCall Smith, S. H. 
Belfanti Geist McGeehan Solobay 
Benninghoff George McGill Staback 
Biancucci Gergely McIlhattan Stairs 
Birmelin Gillespie McIlhinney Steil 
Bishop Gingrich McNaughton Stern 
Blaum Godshall Melio Stetler 
Boyd Good Metcalfe Stevenson, R. 
Browne Goodman Micozzie Stevenson, T. 
Bunt Grucela Miller, R. Sturla 
Butkovitz Gruitza Miller, S. Surra 
Buxton Habay Mundy Tangretti 
Caltagirone Haluska Mustio Taylor, E. Z. 
Cappelli Hanna Myers Taylor, J. 
Casorio Harhai Nailor Thomas 
Causer Harhart Nickol Tigue 
Cawley Harper O’Brien Travaglio  
Civera Harris Oliver True 
Clymer Hasay O’Neill Turzai 
Cohen Hennessey Pallone Vance 
Coleman Herman Payne Veon 
Corrigan Hershey Petrarca Vitali 
Costa Hess Petri Walko 
Coy Hickernell Petrone Wansacz 
Crahalla Horsey Phillips Washington 
Creighton Hutchinson Pickett Waters 
Cruz James Pistella Watson 
Curry Josephs Preston Weber 
Dailey Keller Raymond Wheatley 
Daley Kenney Readshaw Williams 
Dally Killion Reed Wilt  
DeLuca Kirkland Reichley Wojnaroski 
Denlinger Kotik Rieger Wright 
Dermody LaGrotta Roberts Yewcic 
DeWeese Laughlin Roebuck Youngblood 
DiGirolamo Leach Rohrer Yudichak 
Donatucci Lederer Rooney Zug 
Eachus Leh Ross 
Egolf Lescovitz Rubley Perzel, 
Evans, D. Levdansky Ruffing     Speaker 
Evans, J. 
 
 NAYS–0 
 
 NOT VOTING–0 
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 EXCUSED–3 
 
Cornell Diven Smith, B. 
 
 
 The majority having voted in the affirmative, the question 
was determined in the affirmative and the resolution was 
adopted. 
 

* * * 
 
 Mr. FLICK called up HR 525, PN 3163, entitled: 
 

A Resolution congratulating the Township of Easttown,  
Chester County, on the 300th anniversary of its founding in 1704.  
 
 On the question, 
 Will the House adopt the resolution? 
 
 The following roll call was recorded: 
 
 YEAS–199 
 
Adolph Fabrizio Lewis Sainato 
Allen Fairchild Lynch Samuelson 
Argall Feese Mackereth Santoni 
Armstrong Fichter Maher Sather 
Baker Fleagle Maitland Saylor 
Baldwin Flick Major Scavello 
Bard Forcier Manderino Schroder 
Barrar Frankel Mann Scrimenti 
Bastian Freeman Markosek Semmel 
Bebko-Jones Gabig Marsico Shaner 
Belardi Gannon McCall Smith, S. H. 
Belfanti Geist McGeehan Solobay 
Benninghoff George McGill Staback 
Biancucci Gergely McIlhattan Stairs 
Birmelin Gillespie McIlhinney Steil 
Bishop Gingrich McNaughton Stern 
Blaum Godshall Melio Stetler 
Boyd Good Metcalfe Stevenson, R. 
Browne Goodman Micozzie Stevenson, T. 
Bunt Grucela Miller, R. Sturla 
Butkovitz Gruitza Miller, S. Surra 
Buxton Habay Mundy Tangretti 
Caltagirone Haluska Mustio Taylor, E. Z. 
Cappelli Hanna Myers Taylor, J. 
Casorio Harhai Nailor Thomas 
Causer Harhart Nickol Tigue 
Cawley Harper O’Brien Travaglio  
Civera Harris Oliver True 
Clymer Hasay O’Neill Turzai 
Cohen Hennessey Pallone Vance 
Coleman Herman Payne Veon 
Corrigan Hershey Petrarca Vitali 
Costa Hess Petri Walko 
Coy Hickernell Petrone Wansacz 
Crahalla Horsey Phillips Washington 
Creighton Hutchinson Pickett Waters 
Cruz James Pistella Watson 
Curry Josephs Preston Weber 
Dailey Keller Raymond Wheatley 
Daley Kenney Readshaw Williams 
Dally Killion Reed Wilt  
DeLuca Kirkland Reichley Wojnaroski 
Denlinger Kotik Rieger Wright 
Dermody LaGrotta Roberts Yewcic 
DeWeese Laughlin Roebuck Youngblood 
DiGirolamo Leach Rohrer Yudichak 
Donatucci Lederer Rooney Zug 
Eachus Leh Ross 
 

Egolf Lescovitz Rubley Perzel, 
Evans, D. Levdansky Ruffing     Speaker 
Evans, J. 
 
 NAYS–0 
 
 NOT VOTING–0 
 
 EXCUSED–3 
 
Cornell Diven Smith, B. 
 
 
 The majority having voted in the affirmative, the question 
was determined in the affirmative and the resolution was 
adopted. 

CALENDAR CONTINUED 
 

RULES SUSPENDED 

 The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the gentleman,  
Mr. Feese. 
 Mr. FEESE. Mr. Speaker, I move that the rules of the House 
be suspended for the purposes of adding an amendment and for 
the immediate consideration of SR 98. 
 
 On the question, 
 Will the House agree to the motion? 
 
 The following roll call was recorded: 
 
 YEAS–199 
 
Adolph Fabrizio Lewis Sainato 
Allen Fairchild Lynch Samuelson 
Argall Feese Mackereth Santoni 
Armstrong Fichter Maher Sather 
Baker Fleagle Maitland Saylor 
Baldwin Flick Major Scavello 
Bard Forcier Manderino Schroder 
Barrar Frankel Mann Scrimenti 
Bastian Freeman Markosek Semmel 
Bebko-Jones Gabig Marsico Shaner 
Belardi Gannon McCall Smith, S. H. 
Belfanti Geist McGeehan Solobay 
Benninghoff George McGill Staback 
Biancucci Gergely McIlhattan Stairs 
Birmelin Gillespie McIlhinney Steil 
Bishop Gingrich McNaughton Stern 
Blaum Godshall Melio Stetler 
Boyd Good Metcalfe Stevenson, R. 
Browne Goodman Micozzie Stevenson, T. 
Bunt Grucela Miller, R. Sturla 
Butkovitz Gruitza Miller, S. Surra 
Buxton Habay Mundy Tangretti 
Caltagirone Haluska Mustio Taylor, E. Z. 
Cappelli Hanna Myers Taylor, J. 
Casorio Harhai Nailor Thomas 
Causer Harhart Nickol Tigue 
Cawley Harper O’Brien Travaglio  
Civera Harris Oliver True 
Clymer Hasay O’Neill Turzai 
Cohen Hennessey Pallone Vance 
Coleman Herman Payne Veon 
Corrigan Hershey Petrarca Vitali 
Costa Hess Petri Walko 
Coy Hickernell Petrone Wansacz 
Crahalla Horsey Phillips Washington 
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Creighton Hutchinson Pickett Waters 
Cruz James Pistella Watson 
Curry Josephs Preston Weber 
Dailey Keller Raymond Wheatley 
Daley Kenney Readshaw Williams 
Dally Killion Reed Wilt  
DeLuca Kirkland Reichley Wojnaroski 
Denlinger Kotik Rieger Wright 
Dermody LaGrotta Roberts Yewcic 
DeWeese Laughlin Roebuck Youngblood 
DiGirolamo Leach Rohrer Yudichak 
Donatucci Lederer Rooney Zug 
Eachus Leh Ross 
Egolf Lescovitz Rubley Perzel, 
Evans, D. Levdansky Ruffing     Speaker 
Evans, J. 
 
 NAYS–0 
 
 NOT VOTING–0 
 
 EXCUSED–3 
 
Cornell Diven Smith, B. 
 
 
 A majority of the members required by the rules having 
voted in the affirmative, the question was determined in the 
affirmative and the motion was agreed to. 

RESOLUTION 

 Mr. FEESE called up SR 98, PN 1278, entitled: 
 

A Concurrent Resolution urging the Congress of the United States 
to increase the annual Federal capitalization grant to the Clean Water 
State Revolving Fund to better address the tremendous needs across the 
United States and the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.  
 
 On the question, 
 Will the House concur in the resolution of the Senate? 
 
 Mr. FEESE offered the following amendment No. A4859: 
 
 Amend Tenth Whereas Clause, page 3, line 13, by striking out 
“therefore be it” and inserting 
   and 
 Amend Resolution page 3, by inserting between lines 13 and 14 
 WHEREAS, While the investor-owned utilities have had access 
to the Drinking Water State Revolving Fund (DW-SRF) since its 
inception, they have not had access to the Clean Water State Revolving 
Fund; and 
 WHEREAS, The benefits of investor-owned utility access would 
flow back to their customers, who are also taxpayers contributing to the 
State revolving funds; and 
 WHEREAS, Investor-owned utilities could use the Clean Water 
State Revolving Fund to assist states with failing systems, compliance 
problems or underserved areas, while creating jobs and paying more 
taxes; therefore be it 
 Amend Resolution, page 3, by inserting after line 30 
 RESOLVED, That General Assembly of the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania urge the Congress of the United States to open up  
access to the Clean Water State Revolving Fund so the customers of 
investor-owned utilities can share in the benefits of the Clean Water 
State Revolving Fund; and be it further  
 
 On the question, 
 Will the House agree to the amendment? 

 The SPEAKER. Those in favor of the Feese amendment 
A4859 will vote “aye”; those opposed will vote “no.” This is  
SR 98, amendment A4859. 
 Mr. COY. Mr. Speaker? 
 The SPEAKER. The gentleman, Mr. Coy. 
 Mr. COY. I just wonder if we could have a brief explanation 
of the amendment. 
 The SPEAKER. The gentleman, Mr. Coy, is asking for a 
brief explanation. 
 Mr. Feese. 
 Mr. FEESE. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, this is a Senate resolution that memorializes 
Congress, and my amendment would ask that the Clean Water 
Fund that Congress provides to the States be available for 
private-owned investor utilities as it is for municipal authorities 
so those investor utilities that operate sewage systems would 
also have access to that revolving loan fund. 
 The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 
 The gentleman, Mr. Coy. 
 Mr. COY. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 The SPEAKER. Those in favor of the amendment will 
vote—  The Chair rescinds. 
 The Chair recognizes the gentleman, Mr. George. 
 Mr. GEORGE. Mr. Speaker, if I may, I would like to 
interrogate the maker of the resolution. 
 The SPEAKER. The gentleman, Mr. Feese, indicates he will 
stand for interrogation. 
 Mr. GEORGE. Mr. Speaker, as you are much aware, in this 
session especially we have done many things that we thought 
were appropriate in regard to assignment programs to help with 
water and sewage, and it looks like we are mandating things that 
will affect the PENNVEST entity, and as you know as well as I, 
there are many in here and their districts that have been helped 
considerably. I understand that this is a resolution and it will not 
impact on what we do, but should this happen, should the 
Congress be able to assign itself to bringing in more dollars and 
to allow private entities, is there any prospective percentage, or 
are we going to allow these private companies to take the bulk 
of this money rather than helping the areas that these private 
companies do not help and will never help, and therefore, that 
opportunity of help will diminish, because we again are giving 
the money away to the private entities. Can you tell me what 
your opinion is on that? 
 Mr. FEESE. Mr. Speaker, in response to the gentleman’s 
question, if Congress would allow us to use those funds, the 
clean water funds, for private-held investors, it would be up to 
this General Assembly by statute what percentage or under what 
circumstances. It would just be an authorization by Congress to 
allow us to consider that. 
 Mr. GEORGE. And would you then, Mr. Speaker, join with 
myself and others to bring about fairness to a degree of an 
assignment of percentages so that the rural areas and the areas 
that have lost water because of mining and do not have the 
capital or the effort or the ability, would you join with me to 
make that percentage prospectively fair to all? 
 Mr. FEESE. Mr. Speaker, in response to the gentleman’s 
question, absolutely. In fact, my intent with this amendment is 
to protect those small companies, those small municipalities in 
the rural areas, that do not have the financial wherewithal to 
operate their own systems, so they have asked private 
companies to take those over and operate those systems . So it is 
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my intent to address specifically the gentleman’s concern, and  
I guarantee that I would work with the gentleman to ensure 
fairness for all areas in Pennsylvania. 
 Mr. GEORGE. Mr. Speaker, I thank you and I thank the 
gentleman for his response, and we should get on with passing 
this resolution. 
 The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 
 
 On the question recurring, 
 Will the House agree to the amendment? 
 
 The following roll call was recorded: 
 
 YEAS–199 
 
Adolph Fabrizio Lewis Sainato 
Allen Fairchild Lynch Samuelson 
Argall Feese Mackereth Santoni 
Armstrong Fichter Maher Sather 
Baker Fleagle Maitland Saylor 
Baldwin Flick Major Scavello 
Bard Forcier Manderino Schroder 
Barrar Frankel Mann Scrimenti 
Bastian Freeman Markosek Semmel 
Bebko-Jones Gabig Marsico Shaner 
Belardi Gannon McCall Smith, S. H. 
Belfanti Geist McGeehan Solobay 
Benninghoff George McGill Staback 
Biancucci Gergely McIlhattan Stairs 
Birmelin Gillespie McIlhinney Steil 
Bishop Gingrich McNaughton Stern 
Blaum Godshall Melio Stetler 
Boyd Good Metcalfe Stevenson, R. 
Browne Goodman Micozzie Stevenson, T. 
Bunt Grucela Miller, R. Sturla 
Butkovitz Gruitza Miller, S. Surra 
Buxton Habay Mundy Tangretti 
Caltagirone Haluska Mustio Taylor, E. Z. 
Cappelli Hanna Myers Taylor, J. 
Casorio Harhai Nailor Thomas 
Causer Harhart Nickol Tigue 
Cawley Harper O’Brien Travaglio  
Civera Harris Oliver True 
Clymer Hasay O’Neill Turzai 
Cohen Hennessey Pallone Vance 
Coleman Herman Payne Veon 
Corrigan Hershey Petrarca Vitali 
Costa Hess Petri Walko 
Coy Hickernell Petrone Wansacz 
Crahalla Horsey Phillips Washington 
Creighton Hutchinson Pickett Waters 
Cruz James Pistella Watson 
Curry Josephs Preston Weber 
Dailey Keller Raymond Wheatley 
Daley Kenney Readshaw Williams 
Dally Killion Reed Wilt  
DeLuca Kirkland Reichley Wojnaroski 
Denlinger Kotik Rieger Wright 
Dermody LaGrotta Roberts Yewcic 
DeWeese Laughlin Roebuck Youngblood 
DiGirolamo Leach Rohrer Yudichak 
Donatucci Lederer Rooney Zug 
Eachus Leh Ross 
Egolf Lescovitz Rubley Perzel, 
Evans, D. Levdansky Ruffing     Speaker 
Evans, J. 
 
 NAYS–0 
 
 NOT VOTING–0 
 
 

 EXCUSED–3 
 
Cornell Diven Smith, B. 
 
 
 The majority having voted in the affirmative, the question 
was determined in the affirmative and the amendment was 
agreed to. 
 
 On the question, 
 Will the House concur in the resolution of the Senate as 
amended? 
 
 The following roll call was recorded: 
 
 YEAS–199 
 
Adolph Fabrizio Lewis Sainato 
Allen Fairchild Lynch Samuelson 
Argall Feese Mackereth Santoni 
Armstrong Fichter Maher Sather 
Baker Fleagle Maitland Saylor 
Baldwin Flick Major Scavello 
Bard Forcier Manderino Schroder 
Barrar Frankel Mann Scrimenti 
Bastian Freeman Markosek Semmel 
Bebko-Jones Gabig Marsico Shaner 
Belardi Gannon McCall Smith, S. H. 
Belfanti Geist McGeehan Solobay 
Benninghoff George McGill Staback 
Biancucci Gergely McIlhattan Stairs 
Birmelin Gillespie McIlhinney Steil 
Bishop Gingrich McNaughton Stern 
Blaum Godshall Melio Stetler 
Boyd Good Metcalfe Stevenson, R. 
Browne Goodman Micozzie Stevenson, T. 
Bunt Grucela Miller, R. Sturla 
Butkovitz Gruitza Miller, S. Surra 
Buxton Habay Mundy Tangretti 
Caltagirone Haluska Mustio Taylor, E. Z. 
Cappelli Hanna Myers Taylor, J. 
Casorio Harhai Nailor Thomas 
Causer Harhart Nickol Tigue 
Cawley Harper O’Brien Travaglio  
Civera Harris Oliver True 
Clymer Hasay O’Neill Turzai 
Cohen Hennessey Pallone Vance 
Coleman Herman Payne Veon 
Corrigan Hershey Petrarca Vitali 
Costa Hess Petri Walko 
Coy Hickernell Petrone Wansacz 
Crahalla Horsey Phillips Washington 
Creighton Hutchinson Pickett Waters 
Cruz James Pistella Watson 
Curry Josephs Preston Weber 
Dailey Keller Raymond Wheatley 
Daley Kenney Readshaw Williams 
Dally Killion Reed Wilt  
DeLuca Kirkland Reichley Wojnaroski 
Denlinger Kotik Rieger Wright 
Dermody LaGrotta Roberts Yewcic 
DeWeese Laughlin Roebuck Youngblood 
DiGirolamo Leach Rohrer Yudichak 
Donatucci Lederer Rooney Zug 
Eachus Leh Ross 
Egolf Lescovitz Rubley Perzel, 
Evans, D. Levdansky Ruffing     Speaker 
Evans, J. 
 
 NAYS–0 
 
 NOT VOTING–0 
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 EXCUSED–3 
 
Cornell Diven Smith, B. 
 
 
 The majority of the members elected to the House having 
voted in the affirmative, the question was determined in the 
affirmative and the resolution as amended was concurred in. 
 Ordered, That the clerk return the same to the Senate for 
concurrence. 
 
 The SPEAKER. Santa, try to be fair with the money you are 
handing out for the school districts there. 
 It has been brought to the attention of the Chair that is the 
doctor’s bag? 
 Mr. SURRA. Mr. Speaker? 
 The SPEAKER. Yes, Santa? 
 Mr. SURRA. You have been a good boy. 
 The SPEAKER. That is not what my wife said, but I will 
take it. 
 Mr. SURRA. And although this is a very, very busy time of 
year, I just had to come to the Pennsylvania House of 
Representatives – not the Senate; they have been bad, very, very 
bad – and you have much, much work to do. So I wanted to 
come here and acknowledge you and thank you for your work 
on behalf of the people of Pennsylvania and bring you these 
little gifts. There is more to come later, I am afraid. But 
hopefully, you can do the good work for the people of 
Pennsylvania and spend Christmas Eve back with your families. 
 Thank you very much. Ho ho ho. 
 The SPEAKER. It seems that Santa does know who is 
naughty and nice. 

RESOLUTION 

 Mr. SOLOBAY called up HR 506, PN 3028, entitled: 
 

A Resolution condemning the marketing practices of  
Abercrombie & Fitch Stores, Inc.  
 
 On the question, 
 Will the House adopt the resolution? 
 
 The following roll call was recorded: 
 
 YEAS–199 
 
Adolph Fabrizio Lewis Sainato 
Allen Fairchild Lynch Samuelson 
Argall Feese Mackereth Santoni 
Armstrong Fichter Maher Sather 
Baker Fleagle Maitland Saylor 
Baldwin Flick Major Scavello 
Bard Forcier Manderino Schroder 
Barrar Frankel Mann Scrimenti 
Bastian Freeman Markosek Semmel 
Bebko-Jones Gabig Marsico Shaner 
Belardi Gannon McCall Smith, S. H. 
Belfanti Geist McGeehan Solobay 
Benninghoff George McGill Staback 
Biancucci Gergely McIlhattan Stairs 
Birmelin Gillespie McIlhinney Steil 
Bishop Gingrich McNaughton Stern 
Blaum Godshall Melio Stetler 
Boyd Good Metcalfe Stevenson, R. 
Browne Goodman Micozzie Stevenson, T. 

Bunt Grucela Miller, R. Sturla 
Butkovit z Gruitza Miller, S. Surra 
Buxton Habay Mundy Tangretti 
Caltagirone Haluska Mustio Taylor, E. Z. 
Cappelli Hanna Myers Taylor, J. 
Casorio Harhai Nailor Thomas 
Causer Harhart Nickol Tigue 
Cawley Harper O’Brien Travaglio  
Civera Harris Oliver True 
Clymer Hasay O’Neill Turzai 
Cohen Hennessey Pallone Vance 
Coleman Herman Payne Veon 
Corrigan Hershey Petrarca Vitali 
Costa Hess Petri Walko 
Coy Hickernell Petrone Wansacz 
Crahalla Horsey Phillips Washington 
Creighton Hutchinson Pickett Waters 
Cruz James Pistella Watso n 
Curry Josephs Preston Weber 
Dailey Keller Raymond Wheatley 
Daley Kenney Readshaw Williams 
Dally Killion Reed Wilt  
DeLuca Kirkland Reichley Wojnaroski 
Denlinger Kotik Rieger Wright 
Dermody LaGrotta Roberts Yewcic 
DeWeese Laughlin Roebuck Youngblood 
DiGirolamo Leach Rohrer Yudichak 
Donatucci Lederer Rooney Zug 
Eachus Leh Ross 
Egolf Lescovitz Rubley Perzel, 
Evans, D. Levdansky Ruffing     Speaker 
Evans, J. 
 
 NAYS–0 
 
 NOT VOTING–0 
 
 EXCUSED–3 
 
Cornell Diven Smith, B. 
 
 
 The majority having voted in the affirmative, the question 
was determined in the affirmative and the resolution was 
adopted. 

REMARKS SUBMITTED FOR THE RECORD 

 The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the gentleman,  
Mr. Solobay. 
 Mr. SOLOBAY. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 And I thank everyone for the unanimous vote. I do have 
some comments I would like to have submitted for the record,  
if I could. 
 The SPEAKER. The gentleman is in order, and his remarks 
will be spread across the record. 
 
 Mr. SOLOBAY submitted the following remarks for the 
Legislative Journal: 
 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I want to speak briefly about HR 506 and its impact on our society. 
 The genesis of this resolution came about after a conversation with 
my friend and minister, the Reverend Dave Mayo of the Canonsburg 
U.P. Church. 
 During a sermon several weeks ago he brought to light an issue that 
as both a parent and a lawmaker astounded me. Reverend Mayo 
detailed the marketing plans of Abercrombie & Fitch and told our 
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congregation how this company sells its catalog filled with nude 
models and sex tips. 
 How could a well-known and usually respected clothing provider 
use exploitive marketing practices to promote its product to young 
teens and young adults through sex and nudity? Their marketing 
practices not only border on immoral but are also socially 
irresponsible. 
 Through research I discovered that several other States, including 
Kentucky and Illinois, passed similar resolutions in their legislative 
bodies condemning the offensive way this company has chosen to 
conduct its business by exp loiting children for corporate profit. 
 Here we are in December and still without a budget. We have been 
arguing about funding hundreds of millions of dollars to deal with 
social services and human services funding – funding that goes for 
treatment and counseling for domestic violence, teenage pregnancy, 
mental health treatment, sexually transmitted diseases, and a slew of 
other social problems. 
 And here we have a company whose marketing practices condone 
promiscuity and give children the wrong ideas about their body and 
self-image. I am sure this company, like many others, has asked for a 
reduction or elimination of business taxes from this State. Who knows, 
if we were not so busy dealing with these social problems they helped 
to cause, maybe we could begin to consider those tax relief items. 
 We must send a message to corporate America. They must be a 
leader in the molding and shaping of our children’s futures by 
refraining from the use of vile and exploitive marketing images that are 
destructive to our youth. 
 I would urge a “yes” vote on this resolution so we can unite with 
other States and send a message that we will not tolerate exploitive 
marketing practices that corrupt America’s youth. 
 Thank you. 

STATEMENT BY MR. WALKO 

 Mr. WALKO. Mr. Speaker? 
 The SPEAKER. The gentleman, Mr. Walko, would like 
recognition. 
 Mr. WALKO. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I was wondering if the gentleman, Mr. Claus, would stand 
for interrogation? 
 The SPEAKER. The gentleman indicates he will not stand 
for interrogation. 
 Mr. WALKO. Ah. Mr. Speaker, I hope that— 
 The SPEAKER. Did you not get everything you wanted? 
 Mr. WALKO. I would like to comment on final passage of 
the Claus. 
 The SPEAKER. Yes. The gentleman is in order. 
 Mr. WALKO. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I hope there is something more in that bag than candy canes, 
because you are going to need it. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 

BILL ON THIRD CONSIDERATION 

 The House proceeded to third consideration of SB 877,  
PN 1307, entitled: 
 

An Act prohibiting employment of certain individuals as  
law enforcement officers; requiring suspension of law enforcement 
officers charged with certain crimes; and establishing dismissal 
procedures for law enforcement officers convicted of certain crimes.  
 
 On the question, 
 Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration? 

 Mr. O’BRIEN offered the following amendment No. 
A4834: 
 
 Amend Sec. 5, page 4, line 17, by striking out “Termination 
proceeding” and inserting 
   Certified copy of conviction 
 Amend Sec. 5, page 4, line 21, by inserting after “shall” 
   in and of itself 
 Amend Sec. 5, page 4, line 21, by striking out “SUPPORT” and 
inserting 
   justify 
 
 On the question, 
 Will the House agree to the amendment? 
 
 The SPEAKER. On that question, the Chair recognizes the 
gentleman, Mr. O’Brien, for a brief—  Does the gentleman,  
Mr. Vitali, wish to be recognized? 
 Mr. VITALI. Mr. Speaker, I was just rising to make sure we 
did get an explanation of that. If not, I will elicit it by 
interrogation. 
 The SPEAKER. Well, thank you, Mr. Vitali. 
 The gentleman, Mr. O’Brien, is recognized and may proceed. 
 Mr. O’BRIEN. Mr. Speaker, this is a technical amendment. 
It merely clarifies the termination section of the bill. 
 
 On the question recurring, 
 Will the House agree to the amendment? 
 
 The following roll call was recorded: 
 
 YEAS–199 
 
Adolph Fabrizio Lewis Sainato 
Allen Fairchild Lynch Samuelson 
Argall Feese Mackereth Santoni 
Armstrong Fichter Maher Sather 
Baker Fleagle Maitland Saylor 
Baldwin Flick Major Scavello 
Bard Forcier Manderino Schroder 
Barrar Frankel Mann Scrimenti 
Bastian Freeman Markosek Semmel 
Bebko-Jones Gabig Marsico Shaner 
Belardi Gannon McCall Smith, S. H. 
Belfanti Geist McGeehan Solobay 
Benninghoff George McGill Staback 
Biancucci Gergely McIlhattan Stairs 
Birmelin Gillespie McIlhinney Steil 
Bishop Gingrich McNaughton Stern 
Blaum Godshall Melio Stetler 
Boyd Good Metcalfe Stevenson, R. 
Browne Goodman Micozzie Stevenson, T. 
Bunt Grucela Miller, R. Sturla 
Butkovitz Gruitza Miller, S. Surra 
Buxton Habay Mundy Tangretti 
Caltagirone Haluska Mustio Taylor, E. Z. 
Cappelli Hanna Myers Taylor, J. 
Casorio Harhai Nailor Thomas 
Causer Harhart Nickol Tigue 
Cawley Harper O’Brien Travaglio  
Civera Harris Oliver True 
Clymer Hasay O’Neill Turzai 
Cohen Hennessey Pallone Vance 
Coleman Herman Payne Veon 
Corrigan Hershey Petrarca Vitali 
Costa Hess Petri Walko 
Coy Hickernell Petrone Wansacz 
Crahalla Horsey Phillips Washington 
Creighton Hutchinson Pickett Waters 
Cruz James Pistella Watson 
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Curry Josephs Preston Weber 
Dailey Keller Raymond Wheatley 
Daley Kenney Readshaw Williams 
Dally Killion Reed Wilt  
DeLuca Kirkland Reichley Wojnaroski 
Denlinger Kotik Rieger Wright 
Dermody LaGrotta Roberts Yewcic 
DeWeese Laughlin Roebuck Youngblood 
DiGirolamo Leach Rohrer Yudichak 
Donatucci Lederer Rooney Zug 
Eachus Leh Ross 
Egolf Lescovitz Rubley Perzel, 
Evans, D. Levdansky Ruffing     Speaker 
Evans, J. 
 
 NAYS–0 
 
 NOT VOTING–0 
 
 EXCUSED–3 
 
Cornell Diven Smith, B. 
 
 
 The majority having voted in the affirmative, the question 
was determined in the affirmative and the amendment was 
agreed to. 
 
 On the question, 
 Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration as 
amended? 
 Bill as amended was agreed to. 
 
 The SPEAKER. This bill has been considered on three 
different days and agreed to and is now on final passage. 
 The question is, shall the bill pass finally? 
 
 The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Delaware,  
Mr. Vitali. 
 Mr. VITALI. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I am looking for someone who might give us an explanation 
of what is in 877. 
 The SPEAKER. Mr. Vitali, the bill is a Judiciary Committee 
bill. The Chair is asking if the gentleman, Mr. O’Brien, could 
give an explanation of the bill. 
 Mr. O’Brien. 
 Mr. O’BRIEN. Is there a question, Mr. Speaker? 
 The SPEAKER. There was a question from the gentleman, 
Mr. Vitali, about what the Senate had added into the bill, and 
since you are the chairman of the Judiciary Committee,  
I thought that you would be the best one to be able to answer 
any questions that he might have. That is assuming you wish to 
be interrogated. 
 Mr. VITALI. Just looking for a brief explanation of the bill. 
 Mr. O’BRIEN. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Very simply, if a police officer or law enforcement officer is 
convicted of a very serious misdemeanor or felony, they are 
terminated from their position. 
 
 On the question recurring, 
 Shall the bill pass finally? 
 The SPEAKER. Agreeable to the provisions of the 
Constitution, the yeas and nays will now be taken. 
 
 

 The following roll call was recorded: 
 
 YEAS–199 
 
Adolph Fabrizio Lewis Sainato 
Allen Fairchild Lynch Samuelson 
Argall Feese Mackereth Santoni 
Armstrong Fichter Maher Sather 
Baker Fleagle Maitland Saylor 
Baldwin Flick Major Scavello 
Bard Forcier Manderino Schroder 
Barrar Frankel Mann Scrimenti 
Bastian Freeman Markosek Semmel 
Bebko-Jones Gabig Marsico Shaner 
Belardi Gannon McCall Smith, S. H. 
Belfanti Geist McGeehan Solobay 
Benninghoff George McGill Staback 
Biancucci Gergely McIlhattan Stairs 
Birmelin Gillespie McIlhinney Steil 
Bishop Gingrich McNaughton Stern 
Blaum Godshall Melio Stetler 
Boyd Good Metcalfe Stevenson, R. 
Browne Goodman Micozzie Stevenson, T. 
Bunt Grucela Miller, R. Sturla 
Butkovitz Gruitza Miller, S. Surra 
Buxton Habay Mundy Tangretti 
Caltagirone Haluska Mustio Taylor, E. Z. 
Cappelli Hanna Myers Taylor, J. 
Casorio Harhai Nailor Thomas 
Causer Harhart Nickol Tigue 
Cawley Harper O’Brien Travaglio  
Civera Harris Oliver True 
Clymer Hasay O’Neill Turzai 
Cohen Hennessey Pallone Vance 
Coleman Herman Payne Veon 
Corrigan Hershey Petrarca Vitali 
Costa Hess Petri Walko 
Coy Hickernell Petrone Wansacz 
Crahalla Horsey Phillips Washington 
Creighton Hutchinson Pickett Waters 
Cruz James Pistella Watson 
Curry Josephs Preston Weber 
Dailey Keller Raymond Wheatley 
Daley Kenney Readshaw Williams 
Dally Killion Reed Wilt  
DeLuca Kirkland Reichley Wojnaroski 
Denlinger Kotik Rieger Wright 
Dermody LaGrotta Roberts Yewcic 
DeWeese Laughlin Roebuck Youngblood 
DiGirolamo Leach Rohrer Yudichak 
Donatucci Lederer Rooney Zug 
Eachus Leh Ross 
Egolf Lescovitz Rubley Perzel, 
Evans, D. Levdansky Ruffing     Speaker 
Evans, J. 
 
 NAYS–0 
 
 NOT VOTING–0 
 
 EXCUSED–3 
 
Cornell Diven Smith, B. 
 
 
 The majority required by the Constitution having voted in 
the affirmative, the question was determined in the affirmative 
and the bill passed finally. 
 Ordered, That the clerk return the same to the Senate with 
the information that the House has passed the same with 
amendment in which the concurrence of the Senate is requested. 
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SUPPLEMENTAL CALENDAR C 
 

BILLS ON CONCURRENCE 
IN SENATE AMENDMENTS 

 The House proceeded to consideration of concurrence in 
Senate amendments to HB 1718, PN 3116, entitled: 
 

An Act amending the act of June 26, 2001 (P.L.755, No.77), 
known as the Tobacco Settlement Act, imposing limitations on 
supersedeas bond requirements.  
 
 On the question, 
 Will the House concur in Senate amendments? 
 
 The SPEAKER. It is moved by the gentleman, Mr. Nickol, 
that the House concur in the amendments inserted by the 
Senate. 
 
 On the question recurring, 
 Will the House concur in Senate amendments? 
 The SPEAKER. Agreeable to the provisions of the 
Constitution, the yeas and nays will now be taken. 
 
 The following roll call was recorded: 
 
 YEAS–199 
 
Adolph Fabrizio Lewis Sainato 
Allen Fairchild Lynch Samuelson 
Argall Feese Mackereth Santoni 
Armstrong Fichter Maher Sather 
Baker Fleagle Maitland Saylor 
Baldwin Flick Major Scavello 
Bard Forcier Manderino Schroder 
Barrar Frankel Mann Scrimenti 
Bastian Freeman Markosek Semmel 
Bebko-Jones Gabig Marsico Shaner 
Belardi Gannon McCall Smith, S. H. 
Belfanti Geist McGeehan Solobay 
Benninghoff George McGill Staback 
Biancucci Gergely McIlhattan Stairs 
Birmelin Gillespie McIlhinney Steil 
Bishop Gingrich McNaughton Stern 
Blaum Godshall Melio Stetler 
Boyd Good Metcalfe Stevenson, R. 
Browne Goodman Micozzie Stevenson, T. 
Bunt Grucela Miller, R. Sturla 
Butkovitz Gruitza Miller, S. Surra 
Buxton Habay Mundy Tangretti 
Caltagirone Haluska Mustio Taylor, E. Z. 
Cappelli Hanna Myers Taylor, J. 
Casorio Harhai Nailor Thomas 
Causer Harhart Nickol Tigue 
Cawley Harper O’Brien Travaglio  
Civera Harris Oliver True 
Clymer Hasay O’Neill Turzai 
Cohen Hennessey Pallone Vance 
Coleman Herman Payne Veon 
Corrigan Hershey Petrarca Vitali 
Costa Hess Petri Walko 
Coy Hickernell Petrone Wansacz 
Crahalla Horsey Phillips Washington 
Creighton Hutchinson Pickett Waters 
Cruz James Pistella Watson 
Curry Josephs Preston Weber 
Dailey Keller Raymond Wheatley 
Daley Kenney Readshaw Williams 
Dally Killion Reed Wilt  
DeLuca Kirkland Reichley Wojnaroski 
Denlinger Kotik Rieger Wright 

Dermody LaGrotta Roberts Yewcic 
DeWeese Laughlin Roebuck Youngblood 
DiGirolamo Leach Rohrer Yudichak 
Donatucci Lederer Rooney Zug 
Eachus Leh Ross 
Egolf Lescovitz Rubley Perzel, 
Evans, D. Levdansky Ruffing     Speaker 
Evans, J. 
 
 NAYS–0 
 
 NOT VOTING–0 
 
 EXCUSED–3 
 
Cornell Diven Smith, B. 
 
 
 The majority required by the Constitution having voted in 
the affirmative, the question was determined in the affirmative 
and the amendments were concurred in. 
 Ordered, That the clerk inform the Senate accordingly. 
 

* * * 
 
 The House proceeded to consideration of concurrence in 
Senate amendments to HB 485, PN 2706, entitled: 
 

An Act amending Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) of 
the Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes, further providing for 
municipal corporation portion of fines, for immunity of State parole 
officers and for immunity of county probation officers.  
 
 On the question, 
 Will the House concur in Senate amendments? 
 
 The SPEAKER. It is moved by the gentleman, Mr. Baker, 
that the House concur in the amendments inserted by the 
Senate. 
 
 On the question recurring, 
 Will the House concur in Senate amendments? 
 The SPEAKER. Agreeable to the provisions of the 
Constitution, the yeas and nays will now be taken. 
 
 The following roll call was recorded: 
 
 YEAS–199 
 
Adolph Fabrizio Lewis Sainato 
Allen Fairchild Lynch Samuelson 
Argall Feese Mackereth Santoni 
Armstrong Fichter Maher Sather 
Baker Fleagle Maitland Saylor 
Baldwin Flick Major Scavello 
Bard Forcier Manderino Schroder 
Barrar Frankel Mann Scrimenti 
Bastian Freeman Markosek Semmel 
Bebko-Jones Gabig Marsico Shaner 
Belardi Gannon McCall Smith, S. H. 
Belfanti Geist McGeehan Solobay 
Benninghoff George McGill Staback 
Biancucci Gergely McIlhattan Stairs 
Birmelin Gillespie McIlhinney Steil 
Bishop Gingrich McNaughton Stern 
Blaum Godshall Melio Stetler 
Boyd Good Metcalfe Stevenson, R. 
Browne Goodman Micozzie Stevenson, T. 
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Bunt Grucela Miller, R. Sturla 
Butkovitz Gruitza Miller, S. Surra 
Buxton Habay Mundy Tangretti 
Caltagirone Haluska Mustio Taylor, E. Z. 
Cappelli Hanna Myers Taylor, J. 
Casorio Harhai Nailor Thomas 
Causer Harhart Nickol Tigue 
Cawley Harper O’Brien Travaglio  
Civera Harris Oliver True 
Clymer Hasay O’Neill Turzai 
Cohen Hennessey Pallone Vance 
Coleman Herman Payne Veon 
Corrigan Hershey Petrarca Vitali 
Costa Hess Petri Walko 
Coy Hickernell Petrone Wansacz 
Crahalla Horsey Phillips Washington 
Creighton Hutchinson Pickett Waters 
Cruz James Pistella Watson 
Curry Josephs Preston Weber 
Dailey Keller Raymond Wheatley 
Daley Kenney Readshaw Williams 
Dally Killion Reed Wilt  
DeLuca Kirkland Reichley Wojnaroski 
Denlinger Kotik Rieger Wright 
Dermody LaGrotta Roberts Yewcic 
DeWeese Laughlin Roebuck Youngblood 
DiGirolamo Leach Rohrer Yudichak 
Donatucci Lederer Rooney Zug 
Eachus Leh Ross 
Egolf Lescovitz Rubley Perzel, 
Evans, D. Levdansky Ruffing     Speaker 
Evans, J. 
 
 NAYS–0 
 
 NOT VOTING–0 
 
 EXCUSED–3 
 
Cornell Diven Smith, B. 
 
 
 The majority required by the Constitution having voted in 
the affirmative, the question was determined in the affirmative 
and the amendments were concurred in. 
 Ordered, That the clerk inform the Senate accordingly. 
 

* * * 
 
 The House proceeded to consideration of concurrence in 
Senate amendments to HB 1000, PN 3114, entitled: 
 

An Act amending the act of February 19, 1980 (P.L.15, No.9), 
known as the Real Estate Licensing and Registration Act, further 
providing for licensing requirements and penalties.  
 
 On the question, 
 Will the House concur in Senate amendments? 
 
 The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Delaware, Mr. Vitali. 
 Mr. VITALI. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Will the gentleman from Chester County just briefly explain 
the Senate amendments? 
 The SPEAKER. The gentleman, Mr. Flick, is standing for 
interrogation. 
 Mr. VITALI. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I would just like the gentleman to briefly explain the 
Senate’s amendments. 

 Mr. FLICK. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 You may hear this quite often this evening, but they were 
technical amendments. They changed “licensees” to, what was 
the word? They changed the word “citizens” to “residents” and 
a couple of other minor changes such as that. 
 Mr. VITALI. Thank you. 
 The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the gentlelady from 
Berks, Mrs. Miller. 
 Mrs. MILLER. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Would the gentleman please stand for a brief interrogation? 
 The SPEAKER. The gentleman, Mr. Flick? The gentleman 
indicates that he will stand for interrogation. The gentlelady 
may proceed. 
 Mrs. MILLER. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 You had mentioned the change made by the Senate in 
changing the terminology from “citizens” to “residents,” and 
my question is this: Is there any possibility that someone who is 
not a citizen of the United States is granted licensure under the 
provisions of this law, and is that a concern for us in the 
Commonwealth in light of all of the concerns we have on 
homeland security? 
 Mr. FLICK. An individual could be a resident of a State and 
licensed to practice real estate. They do not need to be a citizen. 
 Mrs. MILLER. Is that current law, Mr. Speaker? 
 Mr. FLICK. Yes, it is. 
 Mrs. MILLER. So therefore, the impact of this is doing 
nothing further than what is existing law? Is that what I am to 
understand? 
 Mr. FLICK. With respect to the issue you raised, yes, this is 
current law. 
 Mrs. MILLER. Okay. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentlelady. 
 The question is, will the House concur in the amendments 
inserted by the Senate? It is moved by the gentleman, Mr. Flick, 
that the House concur in the amendments inserted by the 
Senate. 
 
 On the question recurring, 
 Will the House concur in Senate amendments? 
 The SPEAKER. Agreeable to the provisions of the 
Constitution, the yeas and nays will now be taken. 
 
 The following roll call was recorded: 
 
 YEAS–199 
 
Adolph Fabrizio Lewis Sainato 
Allen Fairchild Lynch Samuelson 
Argall Feese Mackereth Santoni 
Armstrong Fichter Maher Sather 
Baker Fleagle Maitland Saylor 
Baldwin Flick Major Scavello 
Bard Forcier Manderino Schroder 
Barrar Frankel Mann Scrimenti 
Bastian Freeman Markosek Semmel 
Bebko-Jones Gabig Marsico Shaner 
Belardi Gannon McCall Smith, S. H. 
Belfanti Geist McGeehan Solobay 
Benninghoff George McGill Staback 
Biancucci Gergely McIlhattan Stairs 
Birmelin Gillespie McIlhinney Steil 
Bishop Gingrich McNaughton Stern 
Blaum Godshall Melio Stetler 
Boyd Good Metcalfe Stevenson, R. 
Browne Goodman Micozzie Stevenson, T. 
Bunt Grucela Miller, R. Sturla 
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Butkovitz Gruitza Miller, S. Surra 
Buxton Habay Mundy Tangretti 
Caltagirone Haluska Mustio Taylor, E. Z. 
Cappelli Hanna Myers Taylor, J. 
Casorio Harhai Nailor Thomas 
Causer Harhart Nickol Tigue 
Cawley Harper O’Brien Travaglio  
Civera Harris Oliver True 
Clymer Hasay O’Neill Turzai 
Cohen Hennessey Pallone Vance 
Coleman Herman Payne Veon 
Corrigan Hershey Petrarca Vitali 
Costa Hess Petri Walko 
Coy Hickernell Petrone Wansacz 
Crahalla Horsey Phillips Washington 
Creighton Hutchinson Pickett Waters 
Cruz James Pistella Watson 
Curry Josephs Preston Weber 
Dailey Keller Raymond Wheatley 
Daley Kenney Readshaw Williams 
Dally Killion Reed Wilt  
DeLuca Kirkland Reichley Wojnaroski 
Denlinger Kotik Rieger Wright 
Dermody LaGrotta Roberts Yewcic 
DeWeese Laughlin Roebuck Youngblood 
DiGirolamo Leach Rohrer Yudichak 
Donatucci Lederer Rooney Zug 
Eachus Leh Ross 
Egolf Lescovitz Rubley Perzel, 
Evans, D. Levdansky Ruffing     Speaker 
Evans, J. 
 
 NAYS–0 
 
 NOT VOTING–0 
 
 EXCUSED–3 
 
Cornell Diven Smith, B. 
 
 
 The majority required by the Constitution having voted in 
the affirmative, the question was determined in the affirmative 
and the amendments were concurred in. 
 Ordered, That the clerk inform the Senate accordingly. 
 

* * * 
 
 The House proceeded to consideration of concurrence in 
Senate amendments to HB 1279, PN 3115, entitled: 
 

An Act amending the act of April 12, 1951 (P.L.90, No.21), 
known as the Liquor Code, further providing for definitions, for powers 
and duties of the Pennsylvania Liquor Control Board, for wine 
marketing, for sales on Saint Patrick’s Day and for wine purchased for 
consumption at a restaurant.  
 
 On the question, 
 Will the House concur in Senate amendments? 
 
 The SPEAKER. It is moved by the gentleman, Mr. O’Neill, 
that the House concur in the amendments inserted by the 
Senate. 
 The gentleman from Westmoreland, Mr. Casorio. 
 Mr. CASORIO. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I just wanted to bring to the members’ attention 
for 30 seconds, if I could, one portion of this bill which I find 
objectionable and I know that the local police in my community 
may have a problem with. 

 The Senate amended this bill that would permit hotels and 
restaurants to allow persons who have purchased only a 
partially consumed bottle of wine on the premises to remove 
that bottle from the premises so long as the bottle was 
purchased in conjunction with a meal which was consumed on 
the premises and so long as the bottle is resealed. So you will 
have a half-consumed bottle of wine that has been resealed 
somehow in the car after individuals have been at a restaurant 
sufficient for prepared food and breakfast, lunch, or dinner, and 
the police officer, quite frankly, may have a hard time 
distinguishing whether that bottle had been reopened, whether 
that individual had been drinking from that bottle, and I think it 
may provide some concern for our local law enforcement 
officers. 
 I am going to vote “no” on the House bill, Mr. Speaker, with 
Senate amendments, and I just wanted to bring that to the 
floor’s attention. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
 On the question recurring, 
 Will the House concur in Senate amendments? 
 The SPEAKER. Agreeable to the provisions of the 
Constitution, the yeas and nays will now be taken. 
 
 The following roll call was recorded: 
 
 YEAS–154 
 
Adolph Flick Major Saylor 
Allen Frankel Manderino Scavello 
Argall Freeman Mann Schroder 
Armstrong Gabig Markosek Scrimenti 
Bard Gannon Marsico Semmel 
Barrar George McCall Shaner 
Bebko-Jones Gergely McGeehan Solobay 
Belardi Gingrich McGill Staback 
Belfanti Good McIlhinney Stairs 
Biancucci Goodman McNaughton Steil 
Bishop Grucela Miller, R. Stetler 
Blaum Gruitza Miller, S. Stevenson, T. 
Bunt Habay Mundy Sturla 
Butkovitz Haluska Mustio Surra 
Buxton Hanna Myers Taylor, E. Z. 
Caltagirone Harhai Nailor Taylor, J. 
Cappelli Harhart Nickol Thomas 
Cawley Harper O’Brien Tigue 
Civera Harris Oliver Travaglio  
Corrigan Hasay O’Neill Turzai 
Costa Hennessey Pallone Vance 
Coy Herman Payne Veon 
Crahalla Horsey Petri Vitali 
Cruz James Petrone Walko 
Curry Josephs Pickett Wansacz 
Dailey Keller Pistella Washington 
Daley Kenney Preston Waters 
Dally Killion Raymond Watson 
DeLuca Kirkland Reed Weber 
Dermody LaGrotta Reichley Wheatley 
DeWeese Laughlin Rieger Williams 
DiGirolamo Leach Roberts Wilt  
Donatucci Lederer Roebuck Wright 
Eachus Leh Rooney Youngblood 
Evans, D. Lescovitz Ross Yudichak 
Evans, J. Lewis Rubley Zug 
Fabrizio Mackereth Ruffing 
Feese Maher Sainato Perzel, 
Fichter Maitland Santoni     Speaker 
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 NAYS–44 
 
Baker Coleman Hess Phillips 
Baldwin Creighton Hickernell Readshaw 
Bastian Denlinger Hutchinson Rohrer 
Benninghoff Egolf Kotik Samuelson 
Birmelin Fairchild Levdansky Sather 
Boyd Fleagle Lynch Smith, S. H. 
Browne Forcier McIlhattan Stern 
Casorio Geist Melio Tangretti 
Causer Gillespie Metcalfe True 
Clymer Godshall Micozzie Wojnaroski 
Cohen Hershey Petrarca Yewcic 
 
 NOT VOTING–1 
 
Stevenson, R. 
 
 EXCUSED–3 
 
Cornell Diven Smith, B. 
 
 
 The majority required by the Constitution having voted in 
the affirmative, the question was determined in the affirmative 
and the amendments were concurred in. 
 Ordered, That the clerk inform the Senate accordingly. 
 
 The SPEAKER. Mr. Smith, please come to the rostrum. 

VOTE CORRECTION 

 The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the gentleman,  
Mr. Stevenson. 
 Mr. R. STEVENSON. To correct the record, Mr. Speaker. 
 The SPEAKER. The gentleman is in order. 
 Mr. R. STEVENSON. On HB 1279 my switch, I believe  
I was not recorded on that vote. I would like to be recorded in 
the negative. 
 The SPEAKER. The gentleman’s remarks will be spread 
upon the record. 
 Mr. R. STEVENSON. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

SENATE MESSAGE 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE OF CONFERENCE 
ADOPTED BY SENATE 

 
 The clerk of the Senate, being introduced, informed that the 
Senate has adopted the report of the committee of conference on 
the subject of the differences existing between the two Houses 
on HB 1018, PN 3140. 

CALENDAR CONTINUED 
 

REPORT OF 
COMMITTEE OF CONFERENCE 

 Mr. SEMMEL called up for consideration the following 
report of the committee of conference on HB 1018, PN 3140, 
entitled: 
 

 
 

An Act amending the act of July 9, 1990 (P.L.340, No.78), known 
as the Public Safety Emergency Telephone Act, further providing for 
definitions, for local government immunity and for powers and duties 
of the Pennsylvania Emergency Management Agency; establishing a 
Statewide integrated wireless E-911 State plan; establishing a  
Wireless E-911 Emergency Services Fund and disbursements 
therefrom; further providing for collection of an E-911 surcharge from 
wireless customers and for annual reporting; establishing a wireless  
E-911 Emergency Services Advisory Committee; and providing for 
rules and regulations.  
 
 On the question, 
 Will the House adopt the report of the committee of 
conference? 
 
 The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Delaware, Mr. Vitali. 
 Mr. VITALI. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I am wondering if Mr. Semmel could provide us with a brief 
summary of the contents of the conference committee report. 
 The SPEAKER. The gentleman, Mr. Semmel, is now 
recognized. 
 Mr. SEMMEL. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I will attempt to get 
through this. 
 Basically, it is identical to what you and I have voted for 
twice, with the following exceptions: PEMA (Pennsylvania 
Emergency Management Agency) would receive up to 2 percent 
of the annual fund moneys for program administration; second, 
private pay-phone-service providers would be exempt from the 
monthly surcharge; third, reimbursement for 911 expenditures 
by counties and carriers would be retroactive to January 1 of 
1998. 
 Mr. VITALI. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 May I just ask another question or two? 
 The SPEAKER. The gentleman is in order. 
 Mr. VITALI . Does this involve any surcharges to customers 
with regard to telephone service in any way? 
 Mr. SEMMEL. To a monthly bill, it would be a $1 surcharge 
for emergency services. 
 Mr. VITALI. This is both to land-based and cell? 
 Mr. SEMMEL. This would only be to the cell phone. 
 Mr. VITALI. Gotcha. Okay. 
 Mr. SEMMEL. Landlines have already been taxed. 
 Mr. VITALI. Okay. Thank you. 
 The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 
 
 On the question recurring, 
 Will the House adopt the report of the committee of 
conference? 
 The SPEAKER. Agreeable to the provisions of the 
Constitution, the yeas and nays will now be taken. 
 
 The following roll call was recorded: 
 
 YEAS–170 
 
Adolph Evans, D. Lederer Samuelson 
Allen Evans, J. Leh Santoni 
Argall Fabrizio Lescovitz Sather 
Armstrong Fairchild Levdansky Saylor 
Baker Feese Lynch Scavello 
Baldwin Fichter Maitland Schroder 
Bard Fleagle Major Semmel 
Barrar Flick Manderino Smith, S. H. 
Bastian Frankel Mann Solobay 
Bebko-Jones Freeman Markosek Staback 
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Belardi Gabig Marsico Stairs 
Belfanti Gannon McCall Steil 
Biancucci Geist McGeehan Stern 
Bishop George McGill Stetler 
Blaum Gergely McIlhattan Stevenson, R. 
Boyd Gillespie McIlhinney Stevenson, T. 
Browne Gingrich McNaughton Sturla 
Bunt Godshall Micozzie Surra 
Butkovitz Good Miller, R. Taylor, E. Z. 
Buxton Goodman Miller, S. Taylor, J. 
Caltagirone Grucela Mundy Thomas 
Cappelli Gruitza Mustio Tigue 
Causer Hanna Myers True 
Cawley Harhart Nailor Turzai 
Civera Harper O’Brien Vance 
Clymer Harris Oliver Veon 
Cohen Hasay O’Neill Walko 
Corrigan Hennessey Payne Wansacz 
Costa Herman Petri Washington 
Coy Hershey Petrone Waters 
Crahalla Hess Phillips Watson 
Cruz Hickernell Pickett Weber 
Curry Horsey Pistella Wheatley 
Dailey Hutchinson Preston Williams 
Daley James Raymond Wilt  
Dally Josephs Reed Wojnaroski 
DeLuca Keller Reichley Wright 
Dermody Kenney Rieger Youngblood 
DeWeese Killion Roebuck Yudichak 
DiGirolamo Kirkland Rooney Zug 
Donatucci Kotik Ross 
Eachus Laughlin Rubley Perzel, 
Egolf Leach Ruffing     Speaker 
 
 NAYS–29 
 
Benninghoff Haluska Metcalfe Sainato 
Birmelin Harhai Nickol Scrimenti 
Casorio LaGrotta Pallone Shaner 
Coleman Lewis Petrarca Tangretti 
Creighton Mackereth Readshaw Travaglio  
Denlinger Maher Roberts Vitali 
Forcier Melio Rohrer Yewcic 
Habay 
 
 NOT VOTING–0 
 
 EXCUSED–3 
 
Cornell Diven Smith, B. 
 
 
 The majority required by the Constitution having voted in 
the affirmative, the question was determined in the affirmative 
and the report of the committee of conference was adopted. 
 Ordered, That the clerk inform the Senate accordingly. 

REMARKS SUBMITTED FOR THE RECORD 

 The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the gentleman,  
Mr. Semmel. 
 Mr. SEMMEL. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Remarks for the record, please. 
 The SPEAKER. The gentleman’s remarks will be spread 
upon the record. 
 
 Mr. SEMMEL submitted the following remarks for the 
Legislative Journal: 
 

 Mr. Speaker, the conference report that is before us for adoption  
is the product of 5-plus years’ work by the House Veterans Affairs  
and Emergency Preparedness Committee. This bill, which was  
co-prime-sponsored by Chairman Tigue and myself, is long overdue. 
But nonetheless, today’s creation of a wireless E-911 emergency 
telephone system will be of great benefit to the safety of our citizens 
across Pennsylvania, and I am proud of the excellent work that went 
into this legislation. I would like to personally thank Chairman Tigue 
and the members of the committee for all of their time, efforts, and 
hard work on HB 1018 as well as the committee staffs, PEMA, and the 
wireless coalition working group and the Senate Information and  
High Technology Committee chairman, Senator Corman, and his staff 
as well as Senator Conti and his staff. 
 Pennsylvania’s future ability to accurately locate a person when 
dialing 911, wherever they may be located across the Commonwealth, 
will indeed enhance Pennsylvania emergency response capabilities and 
save countless lives. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

GUESTS INTRODUCED 

 The SPEAKER. The Chair would like to welcome the 
Webelos from Cub Scout Pack No. 368 from Paxtonia 
Elementary School. They are here today as the guests of 
Representative Ron Marsico. They are from Dauphin County. 
They are seated in the balcony. Would those guests please rise. 

BILLS SIGNED BY SPEAKER 

 Bills numbered and entitled as follows having been prepared 
for presentation to the Governor, and the same being correct, the 
titles were publicly read as follows: 
 
 HB 485, PN 2706 
 

An Act amending Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) of 
the Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes, further providing for 
municipal corporation portion of fines, for immunity of State parole 
officers and for immunity of county probation officers.  
 
 HB 1000, PN 3114 
 

An Act amending the act of February 19, 1980 (P.L.15, No.9), 
known as the Real Estate Licensing and Registration Act, further 
providing for licensing requirements and penalties.  
 
 HB 1018, PN 3140 
 

An Act amending the act of July 9, 1990 (P.L.340, No.78), known 
as the Public Safety Emergency Telephone Act, further providing for 
definitions, for local government immunity and for powers and duties 
of the Pennsylvania Emergency Management Agency; establishing  
a Statewide integrated wireless E-911 State plan; establishing a 
Wireless E-911 Emergency Services Fund and disbursements 
therefrom; further providing for collection of an E-911 surcharge from 
wireless customers and for annual reporting; establishing a wireless  
E-911 Emergency Services Advisory Committee; and providing for 
rules and regulations.  
 
 HB 1279, PN 3115 
 

An Act amending the act of April 12, 1951 (P.L.90, No.21), 
known as the Liquor Code, further providing for definitions, for powers 
and duties of the Pennsylvania Liquor Control Board, for wine 
marketing, for sales on Saint Patrick’s Day and for wine purchased for 
consumption at a restaurant.  
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 HB 1718, PN 3116 
 

An Act amending the act of June 26, 2001 (P.L.755, No.77), 
known as the Tobacco Settlement Act, imposing limitations on 
supersedeas bond requirements.  
 
 Whereupon, the Speaker, in the presence of the House, 
signed the same. 

FILMING PERMISSION 

 The SPEAKER. The Chair wishes to advise the members 
that it has given permission to Anthony Marsala, news 
organization Fox 43, to videotape with audio on the floor of the 
House December 22, 2003, for 10 minutes. 

SUPPLEMENTAL CALENDAR I 
 

BILL WITH HOUSE AMENDMENTS 
NONCONCURRED IN BY SENATE 

 The House proceeded to consideration of SB 271, PN 1059, 
entitled: 
 

An Act renaming State Route 424 in Luzerne County from the 
Hazleton South Beltway to the Greater Hazleton Chamber of 
Commerce Beltway; and designating a portion of State Route 837 in 
Allegheny County as the Charles R. McDevitt Highway.  

PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRY 

 The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the gentleman,  
Mr. Levdansky. 
 Mr. LEVDANSKY. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, the Senate returned SB 271 to us without their 
concurrence because of language that I had inserted in the bill to 
honor Charles McDevitt, a lifelong, remarkable resident of my 
legislative district. The reason for the Senate’s nonconcurrence 
was that my McDevitt amendment had already been signed into 
law by the Governor in another piece of legislation, which was 
Act 19 of 2003. 
 It is my understanding that the Parliamentarian has ruled that 
if I withdraw my amendment to SB 271 that I offered here on 
July 7 of this year, then Senator Musto’s bill can go to the 
Governor for his signature. As such, Mr. Speaker, I guess I want 
to withdraw my amendment to SB 271 before final passage in 
the House on July 8 of this year, and I am not sure on how to do 
this, but I am wondering if we could do this by reverting to the 
prior printer’s number. 
 The SPEAKER. No. The only way for this to go directly to 
the Governor is for the House to recede from its amendments in 
the bill. 
 Mr. LEVDANSKY. As such, Mr. Speaker, just a question. 
So I need to make a motion to recede, which— 
 The SPEAKER. Yes. 
 Mr. LEVDANSKY. —which I did not know there was such 
a thing. 
 The SPEAKER. Well, now you know. 
 Mr. LEVDANSKY. And would such a motion to recede be 
interpreted as an amendment and would we need to suspend the 
rules in order for me to make a motion to recede? 
 

 The SPEAKER. No, we do not need to do that on receding 
from amendments. 
 Mr. LEVDANSKY. Okay. Not today, Mr. Speaker, but at 
some point I would like to get some clarification from the 
Parliamentarian as to the difference between a motion to revert 
and a motion to recede, because I think it would be insightful 
for those of us that want to understand exactly when we need a 
two-thirds suspension and when we do not. 
 The SPEAKER. On most days— 
 Mr. LEVDANSKY. I will follow up, Mr. Speaker. 
 The SPEAKER. The gentleman may proceed. 

MOTION TO RECEDE FROM AMENDMENTS 

 Mr. LEVDANSKY. I thus, Mr. Speaker, make a motion to 
recede from my amendment inserted in the House 
Appropriations Committee. 
 The SPEAKER. It is moved by the gentleman,  
Mr. Levdansky, that the House recede from its amendments 
nonconcurred in by the Senate to SB 271, PN 1059. 
 
 On the question, 
 Will the House recede from its amendments nonconcurred in 
by the Senate? 
 
 The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the gentleman,  
Mr. Geist. 
 Mr. GEIST. Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. 
 I would like to agree with Representative Levdansky and 
also as a side note to let him know that last week when we did 
Right-to-Farm, that is part of “reseeding.” 
 The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 
 Those in favor of receding from the amendments will vote 
“aye”; those opposed, “no.” 
 
 On the question recurring, 
 Will the House recede from its amendments nonconcurred in 
by the Senate? 
 
 The following roll call was recorded: 
 
 YEAS–199 
 
Adolph Fabrizio Lewis Sainato 
Allen Fairchild Lynch Samuelson 
Argall Feese Mackereth Santoni 
Armstrong Fichter Maher Sather 
Baker Fleagle Maitland Saylor 
Baldwin Flick Major Scavello 
Bard Forcier Manderino Schroder 
Barrar Frankel Mann Scrimenti 
Bastian Freeman Markosek Semmel 
Bebko-Jones Gabig Marsico Shaner 
Belardi Gannon McCall Smith, S. H. 
Belfanti Geist McGeehan Solobay 
Benninghoff George McGill Staback 
Biancucci Gergely McIlhattan Stairs 
Birmelin Gillespie McIlhinney Steil 
Bishop Gingrich McNaughton Stern 
Blaum Godshall Melio Stetler 
Boyd Good Metcalfe Stevenson, R. 
Browne Goodman Micozzie Stevenson, T. 
Bunt Grucela Miller, R. Sturla 
Butkovitz Gruitza Miller, S. Surra 
Buxton Habay Mundy Tangretti 
Caltagirone Haluska Mustio Taylor, E. Z. 
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Cappelli Hanna Myers Taylor, J. 
Casorio Harhai Nailor Thomas 
Causer Harhart Nickol Tigue 
Cawley Harper O’Brien Travaglio  
Civera Harris Oliver True 
Clymer Hasay O’Neill Turzai 
Cohen Hennessey Pallone Vance 
Coleman Herman Payne Veon 
Corrigan Hershey Petrarca Vitali 
Costa Hess Petri Walko 
Coy Hickernell Petrone Wansacz 
Crahalla Horsey Phillips Washington 
Creighton Hutchinson Pickett Waters 
Cruz James Pistella Watson 
Curry Josephs Preston Weber 
Dailey Keller Raymond Wheatley 
Daley Kenney Readshaw Williams 
Dally Killion Reed Wilt  
DeLuca Kirkland Reichley Wojnaroski 
Denlinger Kotik Rieger Wright 
Dermody LaGrotta Roberts Yewcic 
DeWeese Laughlin Roebuck Youngblood 
DiGirolamo Leach Rohrer Yudichak 
Donatucci Lederer Rooney Zug 
Eachus Leh Ross 
Egolf Lescovitz Rubley Perzel, 
Evans, D. Levdansky Ruffing     Speaker 
Evans, J. 
 
 NAYS–0 
 
 NOT VOTING–0 
 
 EXCUSED–3 
 
Cornell Diven Smith, B. 
 
 
 The SPEAKER. The majority required by the Constitution 
having voted in the affirmative, the House has receded from its 
amendments nonconcurred in by the Senate, and the clerk will 
return the bill to the Senate with the information that the House 
has passed the same without amendment. 

PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRY 

 The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Greene, Mr. DeWeese. 
 Mr. DeWEESE. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I just had a parliamentary inquiry relative to schedule for the 
evening. Could the Speaker give me a sketch? I know it is 
impossible to paint a portrait for the evening, but roughly what 
kinds of events are foreseen by the Chair? 
 The SPEAKER. The Chair thought we would just bring up 
1589, get 102 votes, and go home, Bill. 
 Mr. DeWEESE. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 The SPEAKER. Other than that— 
 Mr. DeWEESE. Under the best-case scenario, how much 
time would it take to do the logistics if all of the votes were 
available, and they certainly are not at this moment, but if they 
were to be forthcoming later in the evening, what kind of 
timeframe would the voting calendar consume? 
 The SPEAKER. In consultation with the Parliamentarian, he 
feels it would take about 2 hours. Each time I give a number,  
it is wrong, so we will let his number be wrong. 
 Mr. DeWEESE. It has to be conjectural, Mr. Speaker, and 
we certainly understand that. 

HOUSE SCHEDULE 

 Mr. DeWEESE. If I might have a moment of observation, 
Mr. Speaker? 
 The SPEAKER. The gentleman is in order. 
 Mr. DeWEESE. The way I read the tactics of the evening, at 
least the potential series of events that might be forthcoming, 
would be that we could stay here until 7 or 7:30, 8 o’clock,  
if the votes were at the requisite level for passage of our  
very serious business, the State budget; or number two, we 
could languish awhile and break for dinner. I am told by the 
Chief Clerk that sometime around 7 or so that we would be able 
to have dinner, 7 to 8 or 8:30. We all know the dynamics of this 
room, this process. Some might opt for an eatery or a groggery 
across the river, and by the time we got back into the mix, it 
might be 9ish; that would take us until 11ish; and that is about  
5 in the morning up in Erie, Pennsylvania, by the time one of 
our members would drive that far. 
 I would suggest, Mr. Speaker, that we have a chance, and 
again with the acquiescence of the majority leader, for a 15- or 
20-minute break so we can get a more firm count on where we 
are. If the votes are forthcoming, we could probably be out of 
here by 7 or 7:30 and go home for our Christmas vacation. If 
they are not, then we will break for dinner and we will come 
back, and that is just the way I see things unfolding. I would 
like to be the beneficiary of the perspective of the gentleman 
from Jefferson. 
 The SPEAKER. So would I, Mr. DeWeese. 
 The Chair recognizes the majority leader, Mr. Smith. 
 Mr. S. SMITH. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 My ability to predict timing of these events is about 
commensurate with yours, Mr. Speaker. 
 Yeah, I would agree with the minority leader’s assessment of 
the timing. At some point, if things were to drag on here, we 
would probably have to break for dinner. We were scheduled to 
do that at some point this evening, and I think he is right, that 
once we would do that, that it definitely drags us later into the 
evening. Certainly I am willing to go at ease here, not breaking 
for a full caucus, if I understood you, but just go at ease for  
15 minutes or so and allow you to ascertain just exactly where 
you are. I am willing to go that route. 
 Mr. DeWEESE. Mr. Speaker, if it would be possible just to 
have a 20-minute at ease scheduled for the floor. Again, 
whether that— And we will know, we will have a better idea, 
and then we will go from there. That would be very helpful. 
 The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 
 The House is at ease until 5:30. 
 
 The House will come to order. 

BILL SIGNED BY SPEAKER 

 Bill numbered and entitled as follows having been prepared 
for presentation to the Governor, and the same being correct, the 
title was publicly read as follows: 
 
 SB 271, PN 273 
 

An Act renaming State Route 424 in Luzerne County from the 
Hazleton South Beltway to the Greater Hazleton Chamber of 
Commerce Beltway.  
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 Whereupon, the Speaker, in the presence of the House, 
signed the same. 

SUPPLEMENTAL CALENDAR D 
 

BILL ON CONCURRENCE 
IN SENATE AMENDMENTS 
TO HOUSE AMENDMENTS 

TO SENATE AMENDMENTS 

 The House proceeded to consideration of concurrence in 
Senate amendments to House amendments to Senate 
amendments to HB 200, PN 3160, entitled: 
 

An Act amending the act of March 4, 1971 (P.L.6, No.2), known 
as the Tax Reform Code of 1971, further providing, in sales and use 
tax, for definitions, for exclusions, for credits, for licenses and for 
transfers to Public Transportation Assistance Fund; further providing, 
in personal income tax, for definitions, for imposition, for special tax 
provisions for poverty, for returns and liability and for returns and 
records; further providing, in corporate net income tax, for definitions 
and for interests in unincorporated entities; providing, in corporate net 
income tax, for additional withholding requirements; further providing, 
in capital stock franchise tax, for definitions and reports, for imposition 
and for expiration; further providing, in utilities gross receipts tax, for 
imposition; further providing, in public utility realty tax, for 
surcharges; providing, in public utility realty tax, for additional tax; 
further providing, in cigarette tax, for incidence and rate of tax, for 
floor tax, for stamp to evidence the tax and for commissions on sales; 
establishing, in relation to cigarette tax, the Health Care Provider 
Retention Account; further providing, in research and development tax 
credit, for carryover, for limitations and for reports; further providing, 
in malt beverage tax, for limited tax credits; further providing, in 
inheritance tax, for definitions, for exempt transfers, for estate tax and 
for estate tax returns; further providing for the Public Transportation 
Assistance Fund and providing for its administration; further providing 
for estimated tax and for underpayment of estimated tax; providing for 
authority to attach wages; and repealing provisions relating to the 
Public Transportation Assistance Fund.  
 
 On the question, 
 Will the House concur in Senate amendments to House 
amendments to Senate amendments? 
 
 The SPEAKER. The Chair would like to recognize the 
Appropriations Committee chairman, the gentleman from 
Schuylkill, Mr. Argall, for a brief exp lanation of the contents of 
HB 200. 
 The House will be at ease for one moment. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE CANCELED 

 The SPEAKER. The Chair notes the presence of the 
gentleman from Allegheny, Mr. Diven, in the hall of the House. 
His name will be added to the master roll. 

CONSIDERATION OF HB 200 CONTINUED 

 The SPEAKER. The gentleman, Mr. Argall. 
 Mr. ARGALL. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, this is the projected revenue package, working 
with the Governor’s administration, to solve the budget deficit 
problem for this year and, once and for all, wrap up our  
State budget for the 2003-2004 fiscal year. 
 

 The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 
 Does the gentleman, Mr. Reichley, have a motion to make? 
The Chair thanks the gentleman. 
 For what purpose does the gentleman, Mr. Vitali, rise? 
 Mr. VITALI. For interrogation. 
 The SPEAKER. Mr. Vitali, perhaps you could spend a few 
moments with the Appropriations chairman and ask your 
question. There are 17 members who have asked to speak prior 
to you. I feel it is only fair to give the 17 first opportunity to 
speak before you get to ask the questions. So the Appropriations 
chairs of both parties are more than willing to give you any 
answers you would like to have, and we will recognize you if 
you stand, in the order that you stand. 
 The first person to speak is the gentleman from Perry,  
Mr. Egolf. 
 Mr. EGOLF. Thank you. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I would just like to ask the members of the House, where is 
the compassion in this House? We always hear, first of all, that 
the Democrats are more compassionate than the Republicans, 
and we always hear that the Republicans are for lowering taxes 
and spending, yet here we are, both Republicans and 
Democrats, getting ready to raise taxes on our citizens, whom 
we are sent here to represent and whom we should be caring 
about and showing some compassion on their situation. 
 I think we probably all have had times before we came here, 
in our other careers or maybe starting out in the workforce, 
when we did not have a lot of income, and I think we probably 
all or most of us have been through a situation where maybe we 
had an old car and we had a lot of mileage on it, and as our 
family grew, we thought we needed a new car because it was 
safer and we would not have to be afraid it would break down 
when taking our kids to sporting events or school events or 
whatever, and plus, a newer car would have more safety 
features on it. So we know we should have bought a new car, 
but because of our other bills and our credit card bills and our 
mortgages, we just could not quite swing the higher payments 
for a new car, even though we know we should have had it, 
should have been able to buy it. 
 We have been through those experiences. What did we do 
then? We could not raise our wages and go buy that new car. 
We had maybe put it aside and said, okay; I cannot get it this 
year, even though it would benefit my family; we will wait till 
next year or in a couple years and maybe that new position or a 
wage increase. Or the other thing we did was, we cut some of 
our spending. We said, okay; we need that car; it is very 
important. So we cut some of our spending until we were able 
to make those higher payments. 
 So what are we doing here? We know out in the workplace 
you cannot just go and raise your wages, but here we are; we are 
essentially raising our wages, or in other words, taxes, so that 
we can go and supposedly get this new, great, improved 
education plan. Well, maybe, maybe we need to do what we 
used to do and what our constituents do when they are faced 
with this type of situation, even though it might be, although  
I am not so sure it is, an improved and better education plan. 
Maybe we need to put it off for a couple years, until the 
revenues come in and we can pay for it. Maybe we need to look 
at ways of cutting our expenses here, cutting our spending, and  
I think we can do that. 
 We keep hearing, we keep hearing that members are asking 
for more money for their districts or this grant, this grant 
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program, or these WAMs (walking-around moneys), and so we 
just cannot cut spending. I think and I believe that most of us 
here would be willing—  I mean, naturally, we want to ask for 
money and grants and so on for our districts or some project in 
our districts in case the money is there, and we can tell our 
constituents, yes, we tried to get it. But do we really expect it, 
especially in a time like this when revenues are down and we 
know that? Most of the States have had deficits like we have. It 
is coming back up. It is getting better. Can we not wait awhile? 
I think most of us would be willing to do that, but nobody has 
asked us to do that. It is almost like we have to do more 
spending. We have to then raise taxes. But that is not what our 
constituents do. But now we are not only raising taxes, we are 
not only essentially trying to get the money, but it is on the 
backs of our constituents, so we are raising the cost to them. 
 I think we ought to have a little bit of compassion on our 
constituents, and let us do like we do at home with our own 
budgets and like we used to when we were in that situation. 
Here we are now, we have all the money we want, it seems like. 
Let us act like this money is our own, and let us cut our 
spending and look in the future to pay for what we think we 
need at this point. I think we should hold the spending and hold 
the tax increase. 
 Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. 

THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 
(ROBERT J. FLICK) PRESIDING 

 
RULES SUSPENDED 

 The SPEAKER pro tempore. Does the gentleman wish 
recognition?  
 Mr. DeWEESE. I would. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman is so 
recognized. 
 Mr. DeWEESE. Because of the prospects of a lengthy 
evening and at the request of some of my own rank and file – 
and I am going to conjecture that the Republican rank and file 
would go along with this – I would like for a motion to suspend 
the rules and to inject a 5-minute debate limitation on the 
proceedings, and I would so move, Mr. Speaker. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The motion would be to 
suspend the rules for the purpose of adopting a temporary rule 
to limit debate to 5 minutes. Is that correct, sir?  
 Mr. DeWEESE. One time, and that would obviously not 
embrace the inherent flexibility that the floor leaders have 
maintained for many years, but yes, that would be the essence 
of my request. 
 
 On the question, 
 Will the House agree to the motion? 
 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. On the motion to suspend, the 
Chair recognizes the majority whip, Representative Feese. 
 Mr. FEESE. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, we would concur in that motion. That has been 
the historic practice of the House, to limit debate in these 
situations to 5 minutes, so we would request concurrence in the 
gentleman’s motion. 
 
 

 The SPEAKER pro tempore. Just for the purposes of the 
members, this is not debatable. This is only debatable by the 
leaders. 
 
 On the question recurring, 
 Will the House agree to the motion? 
 
 The following roll call was recorded: 
 
 YEAS–169 
 
Adolph Feese Lewis Sather 
Allen Fichter Lynch Saylor 
Argall Fleagle Mackereth Scavello 
Baker Flick Major Schroder 
Baldwin Forcier Mann Semmel 
Bard Frankel Markosek Shaner 
Barrar Gabig Marsico Smith, S. H. 
Bastian Gannon McCall Solobay 
Bebko-Jones Geist McGeehan Staback 
Belardi George McIlhattan Steil 
Belfanti Gergely McIlhinney Stern 
Biancucci Gillespie McNaughton Stetler 
Birmelin Gingrich Melio Stevenson, R. 
Bishop Godshall Micozzie Stevenson, T. 
Blaum Good Miller, R. Sturla 
Bunt Goodman Mundy Surra 
Butkovitz Grucela Mustio Tangretti 
Buxton Gruitza Myers Taylor, E. Z. 
Cappelli Haluska Nailor Taylor, J. 
Casorio Harhai Nickol Thomas 
Causer Harhart O’Brien Travaglio  
Civera Harper Oliver Turzai 
Clymer Harris O’Neill Vance 
Cohen Hasay Payne Veon 
Coleman Hennessey Petrarca Walko 
Corrigan Herman Petri Wansacz 
Costa Hershey Petrone Washington 
Coy Hess Phillips Waters 
Cruz Horsey Pickett Watson 
Curry Hutchinson Pistella Weber 
Dailey James Preston Wheatley 
Daley Josephs Raymond Williams 
DeLuca Keller Readshaw Wilt  
Dermody Kenney Reed Wojnaroski 
DeWeese Killion Rieger Wright 
DiGirolamo Kirkland Roberts Yewcic 
Diven Kotik Roebuck Youngblood 
Donatucci LaGrotta Rooney Yudichak 
Eachus Laughlin Ross Zug 
Evans, D. Lederer Rubley 
Evans, J. Leh Ruffing 
Fabrizio Lescovitz Sainato Perzel, 
Fairchild Levdansky Santoni     Speaker 
 
 NAYS–30 
 
Armstrong Dally Maher Reichley 
Benninghoff Denlinger Maitland Rohrer 
Boyd Egolf Manderino Samuelson 
Browne Freeman McGill Scrimenti 
Caltagirone Habay Metcalfe Tigue 
Cawley Hanna Miller, S. True 
Crahalla Hickernell Pallone Vitali 
Creighton Leach 
 
 NOT VOTING–1 
 
Stairs 
 
 EXCUSED–2 
 
Cornell Smith, B. 
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 A majority of the members required by the rules having 
voted in the affirmative, the question was determined in the 
affirmative and the motion was agreed to. 

TEMPORARY RULE ADOPTED 

 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair recognizes the 
gentleman, Mr. DeWeese. 
 Mr. DeWEESE. Mr. Speaker, I now mo ve that a temporary 
rule be adopted that members speak only once for 5 minutes. 
 
 On the question, 
 Will the House agree to the motion? 
 
 The following roll call was recorded: 
 
 YEAS–166 
 
Adolph Fairchild Lescovitz Sainato 
Allen Feese Levdansky Santoni 
Argall Fichter Lewis Sather 
Baker Fleagle Lynch Saylor 
Bard Flick Mackereth Scavello 
Barrar Forcier Major Schroder 
Bastian Frankel Mann Semmel 
Bebko-Jones Gabig Markosek Shaner 
Belardi Gannon Marsico Smith, S. H. 
Belfanti Geist McCall Solobay 
Biancucci George McGeehan Staback 
Birmelin Gergely McIlhattan Stairs 
Bishop Gillespie McIlhinney Steil 
Blaum Gingrich McNaughton Stern 
Bunt Godshall Melio Stetler 
Butkovitz Good Micozzie Stevenson, R. 
Buxton Goodman Miller, R. Stevenson, T. 
Caltagirone Grucela Mundy Surra 
Cappelli Gruitza Mustio Tangretti 
Casorio Haluska Myers Taylor, E. Z. 
Causer Harhai Nailor Taylor, J. 
Civera Harhart Nickol Thomas 
Clymer Harper O’Brien Travaglio  
Cohen Harris Oliver Turzai 
Coleman Hasay O’Neill Vance 
Corrigan Hennessey Petrarca Veon 
Costa Herman Petri Walko 
Coy Hershey Petrone Wansacz 
Cruz Hess Phillips Washington 
Curry Horsey Pickett Waters 
Dailey Hutchinson Pistella Watson 
Daley James Preston Wheatley 
DeLuca Josephs Raymond Williams 
Dermody Keller Readshaw Wojnaroski 
DeWeese Kenney Reed Wright 
DiGirolamo Killion Rieger Yewcic 
Diven Kirkland Roberts Youngblood 
Donatucci Kotik Roebuck Yudichak 
Eachus LaGrotta Rooney Zug 
Evans, D. Laughlin Ross 
Evans, J. Lederer Rubley Perzel, 
Fabrizio Leh Ruffing     Speaker 
 
 NAYS–34 
 
Armstrong Denlinger Manderino Samuelson 
Baldwin Egolf McGill Scrimenti 
Benninghoff Freeman Metcalfe Sturla 
Boyd Habay Miller, S. Tigue 
Browne Hanna Pallone True 
Cawley Hickernell Payne Vitali 
Crahalla Leach Reichley Weber 
Creighton Maher Rohrer Wilt  
Dally Maitland 

 NOT VOTING–0 
 
 EXCUSED–2 
 
Cornell Smith, B. 
 
 
 A majority of the members elected to the House having 
voted in the affirmative, the question was determined in the 
affirmative and the temporary rule was adopted. 
 
 On the question recurring, 
 Will the House concur in Senate amendments to House 
amendments to Senate amendments? 
 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. Does the gentleman,  
Mr. DeWeese, wish to be recognized at this time? The 
gentleman is recognized. You may proceed. 
 Mr. DeWEESE. Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. 
 Just a real quick rhetoric to the honorable gentleman from 
Perry County who represents the 86th Legislative District. 
 The gentleman laments the activities of the evening that may 
augment our State revenues. He should be reminded that when 
Governor Ridge and Go vernor Schweiker left office, there was 
a $1.8 billion structural deficit in Pennsylvania. With bubble 
gum and Band-Aids, all of us in this room, the gentleman 
included, all of us, had satisfied some of our budget travails in 
the last budget cycle. 
 But to indicate that we are just being spendthrifts is not an 
accurate fiduciary observation. We have an obligation to pay 
our debts. We have an obligation to fund the Commonwealth. 
And when Tom Ridge and Mark Schweiker left the Governor’s 
Mansion, there was a $1.8 billion structural deficit that, with 
one-time fixes, we all came together and satisfied. It was 
probably not a responsible way of budgeteering, but that is what 
we did, and tonight we reap those consequences. 
 So it is only fair to allow the gentleman to realize once again 
that during the Ridge-Schweiker years, years when we had  
$200 to $900 million surpluses, we gave back, we gave back to 
the corporate community – to Hershey Foods, to Sunoco, to 
Mellon Bank – to the corporate friends of all of us, we  gave 
them back massive tax decreases. Well, in the current economic 
times, we cannot afford to do that. 
 So I just thought that that information was helpful to the 
debate. 
 Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the 
gentleman. 
 The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Blair County,  
Mr. Stern. 
 Mr. STERN. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I stand to oppose HB 200. 
 I take some exceptions with what the minority leader just 
said a little bit ago. Under the Ridge-Schweiker administration, 
we had a surplus and a Rainy Day Fund as well of $1.2 billion. 
That was built up, and many of us here added to that with the 
revenues that came in during that period of time. 
 During the nineties, we spent much of the time paying off 
many of the tax increases of the 1991 Casey tax budget of  
$3.1 billion. Tonight we are increasing taxes once again here, 
but this time it is not on the corporate community, it is not on  
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the businesses of Pennsylvania, except the subchapter S 
corporations; it is on the working families of Pennsylvania. 
 We are looking at $729 million, to increase the earned 
income tax on many of our working families. What that 
translates into is a family that is working and has an income  
of $50,000 would end up paying 135 more dollars in taxes per 
year. There is money coming back from the Federal government 
to the tune of $900 million, thanks to President George Bush’s 
Federal tax cuts. 
 And also tonight, once again, the poor, unfortunate smokers 
of Pennsylvania are being hit once again with another 35-cent 
cigarette tax. Again and again and again, whenever income is 
needed, we go back to those that are less fortunate, that do not 
have a lobby down here in Harrisburg, that cannot stand up and 
spend millions and millions of dollars to hire lobbyists to work 
on their behalf. But these are our constituents; these are the 
people that we represent back in our legislative districts. 
 When is enough enough? When I came out of private 
enterprise, at one point in time, whenever we did not have 
enough money to meet expenses, we looked at cutting expenses. 
We tried to reduce expenses as much as we could. We did 
without. We tried to do with less. And yet here in State 
government, we continually go back to the taxpayers of 
Pennsylvania, asking for more and more and more, and I think 
enough is enough, and we should end up, instead of always 
going back to the taxpayers of Pennsylvania, we should end up 
tightening our belts here and look at ways that we can reduce 
expenditures in State government. We ought to look at the 
policy, the various line items, to see if they are indeed items in 
which State government should be involved with and should be 
funding. 
 With the revenues and especially the cigarette tax revenues, 
we are going to see it over and over again. We are going to see 
people that end up buying on the Internet or they are going to 
end up going out of State to buy cigarettes. The revenues that 
are projected here this evening, the numbers are, for the 
cigarette tax, it looks like this 35-cent-per-pack increase on the 
cigarette tax would raise about $255 million annually. Of that, 
$183 million would go toward helping physicians pay their 
share of the State-funded Mcare (Medical Care Availability  
and Reduction of Error) Fund, and the rest, the remaining  
$72 million, would go towards the State’s General Fund. 
 Well, that money will become less and less and less over a 
period of time, because those revenues just will not hold up. 
People will look at alternate sources of places to buy their 
cigarettes. They will not buy them here in the State. It is going 
to hurt our convenience stores; it is going to hurt our small 
businesses, and I just believe that this is something that we 
continually go back and look at places to increase taxes instead 
of reducing costs, and I just believe it is time that we do some 
serious belt tightening here in Harrisburg and reduce some of 
these expenditures instead of always going back to the 
taxpayers asking for more and more. 
 So, Mr. Speaker, I would ask for a “no” vote on concurrence 
of HB 200. Thank you. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the 
gentleman. 
 The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Monroe County, 
Mr. Lewis. He waives off. 
 The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Lancaster County, 
Mr. Denlinger. 

 Mr. DENLINGER. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 The good intentions and hard negotiations that have brought 
us to this point are commendable. This legislation, however, is 
not. 
 The hardworking men and women of the 99th District who 
sent me here did not send me here to rais e their income taxes or 
to take money out of their pockets. 
 Mr. Speaker, I intend to vote against this bill because we 
have not even begun to attempt to exercise fiscal discipline.  
I intend to vote against this bill because our Commonwealth 
cannot afford expensive educational experiments. And I will 
vote against this bill because it is the right thing to do for my 
constituents and for all of the people in Pennsylvania. 
 In this season we normally think of helping those less 
fortunate. We here gathered are about to bloat the size and 
scope of State government and to do so on the backs of the folks 
back home. By our actions today, we will be making life harder 
– harder for the working single mom who is trying to keep food 
on the table and a shelter overhead; harder for the young family 
barely able to keep pace with the costs and expenses of raising a 
young family; harder for the working senior citizen who needs a 
part-time job just to make ends meet. What we do today is 
against the spirit of the season and against the best interests of 
those who pay the bills, our taxpayers. 
 Mr. Speaker, I am a newer member of this Assembly, and it 
is certainly an honor to serve here. I wish that our actions today 
would be a positive step forward for this Commonwealth. But 
making life harder for the folks back home is unwise, and  
I strongly urge each colleague here to vote against this proposal. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the 
gentleman. 
 The Chair recognizes the gentleman, Mr. DeWeese. 
 Mr. DeWEESE. Thank you very much. 
 To the honorable gentleman who just shared an observation, 
I would like to make certain that the chamber is well aware of 
the fact that the poverty exemption in statute would make 
certain that any family making under $34,000 a year would not 
be affected by this couple-of-tenths-of-1-percent income tax 
enhancement. 
 We already have the lowest personal income tax of any 
major State and I think the second or third lowest personal 
income tax of any of the 50 States. So the tale of woe that the 
gentleman tried to portray, I think, is somewhat exaggerated, 
and again, since he made a reference to the season, the very 
limited incomes of some of our constituents that are under 
$34,000 a year would exempt them, and they would not pay not 
only this increase but they would not pay any personal income 
tax whatsoever. 
 Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the 
gentleman. 
 The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Venango County, 
Mr. Hutchinson. 
 Mr. HUTCHINSON. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, welcome to the New Pennsylvania. 
Unfortunately, this New Pennsylvania sounds like the old 
Pennsylvania: no bold new ideas, no property tax relief; just 
more State taxes, more State spending, and more lofty, 
expensive State programs, with no new accountability. 
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 Let me be clear about this: This new and heavy burden of 
taxation on the families of Pennsylvania is completely 
unnecessary, given our current fiscal situation. 
 You and I all see every month, the revenues keep exceeding 
the projections. We are in the middle of a national economy  
that is on a big recovery. Pennsylvania is the recipient of  
$900 million of unexpected money from the Federal 
government. We do not need a tax increase. 
 Mr. Speaker, I came here in 1993, which was shortly after 
the infamous 1991 tax increase. That was a tax increase which 
devastated a State that was already in the midst of a recession.  
I thought we had learned a lesson that time – the lesson being, 
we cannot tax ourselves into prosperity. I repeat, we cannot tax 
ourselves into prosperity. 
 So I ask you to join me in defeating this tax increase, live 
within our means, and really create the New Pennsylvania that 
we were sent here by our constituents to develop. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the 
gentleman and recognizes the gentleman from Mercer County, 
Mr. Stevenson. 
 Mr. R. STEVENSON. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Our debate today is about our vision for the future of 
Pennsylvania. I would guess that most of us would not differ 
greatly in what we desire in that regard. We would all embrace 
a vision that includes a vital and strong economy. We would 
like to see an economy with a growing manufacturing base, 
supported by an expanding technical and service sector. We 
would like to see ever-expanding employment opportunities, 
providing jobs for all the citizens and economic growth for all 
the Commonwealth. 
 No doubt, we would all share a vision for Pennsylvania that 
also includes quality education for our children, security for all 
citizens, and a strong health-care system, and many of the 
benefits on which we have come to rely. 
 In short, although we may differ among ourselves here in the 
House in regard to politics and policy, our visions for the future 
are probably strikingly similar. We all want what is best for 
Pennsylvania. However, it is that desire to do more, to do what 
is best, to provide everything for everyone, that has gotten us in 
trouble. 
 Our desire to do more has led to a staggering growth in the 
size of government in Pennsylvania, at the expense of the 
private sector that pays the bills. Have we forgotten that it is 
private enterprise that provides the capital necessary to fund the 
many public programs we legislate? If we forget that simple 
equation, our visions of the future are in jeopardy, because the 
continuing growth in the size and scope of government is killing 
Pennsylvania’s economic growth. 
 Over the past 30 years, we have continuously seen the rate of 
growth in State spending here in Pennsylvania exceed the 
United States annual rate of inflation. At the same time, we 
have seen Pennsylvania’s population growth steadily decline. 
According to Commonwealth Foundation estimates, 
Pennsylvania’s General Fund spending grew 82 percent faster 
than the concurrent rates of inflation and population growth 
between 1970-71 and 2000-2001. During that same period,  
non-General Fund spending rose 221 percent faster than the 
concurrent rates of inflation and population growth. To put it 
simply, we are asking fewer and fewer people to pay more and 
more to fund the operations of State government. At the same 

time, our business tax structure is undermining our ability to 
compete with other States. 
 Consider the following information from the decade of 1990 
to 2000: Pennsylvania’s gross State product growth rate was 
53.3 percent, 15 percent below the national average; our 
employment growth rate of 10 percent was 46 percent below the 
national rate; Pennsylvania’s working age population, between 
18 and 64, grew by only 2.5 percent; as a State, we rank second 
in the nation in our rate for the capital stock and franchise tax; 
we rank third in the corporate net income tax; along with  
West Virginia, we are the only States in the top 10 in the nation 
in rates of taxation on both capital and income. 
 And now we are being asked to support a budget package 
that includes $1 billion in new spending, supported by a  
10-percent income tax increase, a delay in the phaseout of the 
capital stock and franchise tax, and a host of other new taxes. 
The Beacon Hill Institute of Boston’s Suffolk University 
estimates that raising Pennsylvania’s income tax from 2.8 to 
over 3 percent will destroy over 35,000 jobs in the State and 
reduce investment by $77.38 million, personal income by  
$298 million, and disposable income by $1.46 billion. 
 Mr. Speaker, we must change our priorities and our direction 
if the vision of a strong and vital Pennsylvania is to become a 
reality. 
 I would like to close my remarks by quoting Governor 
Rendell, who, during his inaugural address on January 21 of this 
year, said, “We must find a way to make government live 
within its means. That is my first priority as Governor. We must 
act now and we cannot fail. We must find new sources of 
revenue, and at the same time make tough decisions to reduce 
spending and cut waste in government. We simply have no 
other choice.” 
 On those points I agree with Governor Rendell, and I ask my 
colleagues for a negative vote on HB 200. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the 
gentleman. 
 The Chair would recognize Mr. DeWeese. 
 Mr. DeWEESE. Thank you very much. 
 In response to the honorable gentleman, and the statistics 
were helpful, were enlightening, but nevertheless, the gentleman 
did not reemphasize the fact that when the Ridge-Schweiker 
administration left town, we had a $1.8 billion problem. 
 Now, he is a brand-new person in our setting, and certainly, 
he was not here for the rough-and-tumble budget debates of 
yesteryear. But Governor Rendell came to the Susquehanna 
Valley with a $1.8 billion deficit, and tonight as we try to retire 
that deficit, as we try to help thousands and thousands of 
doctors in the State, notwithstanding the gentleman’s 
armamentarium of statistics, I listened very acutely, and the 
gentleman did not tell me where he wanted to make cuts. 
 The gentleman from Mercer County, the gentleman from 
Venango County, the gentleman from Perry County, they are 
exercised ostensibly by the evening’s process, but if they are not 
for additional money for tutoring; if they are not for additional 
money for smaller class sizes in grades 1, 2, and 3; if they are 
not for full-time kindergarten in some of our rural areas – those 
kids who got a chance at kindergarten would certainly give 
them higher testing scores as their education proceeded – if they 
are not for that, then share with the rest of the membership 
where you want to cut. 
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 If you are going to vote “no” tonight on this process, please, 
please, share with us, share with the body, what you want to cut, 
because that is pretty much where we are in this debate tonight. 
 The honorable gentleman who just spoke did not tell me 
where he wanted to take the ax, where he wanted to cut State 
government. So with all due respect, statistics aside, I thought 
the debate needed more emphasis on specific cuts. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the 
gentleman, for the third time. 
 Mr. DeWEESE. Mr. Speaker? Mr. Speaker? 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. Thank you. 
 Mr. DeWEESE. This is the State budget. Since time 
immemorial, floor leaders have had eminent flexibility. I have 
tried to abbreviate my remarks to 3 or 4 minutes per speaker.  
I am under the impression we only have six or seven more 
Republicans and maybe one or two Democrats. I am not trying 
to take too much time, but this is a weighty matter, and irony 
from the dais is certainly something that probably could be 
avoided. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. Thank you. 
 The Chair thanks the gentleman, and the Chair recognizes 
the gentleman from Lancaster County, Mr. Baldwin. 
 Mr. BALDWIN. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I rise to speak against the tax increases included in HB 200. 
 I believe the root cause of the inequities between revenue 
and spending in the Pennsylvania budget is the result of our 
poor economic and business environment. As you know, 
Pennsylvania ranks 47th out of the 50 States for business 
retention and recruitment. 
 As reported in the Brookings Institute report on Pennsylvania 
called ‘‘Back to Prosperity,” “The state’s transitioning economy 
is lagging. Nor has Pennsylvania’s once-formidable economy 
come to terms with the downsizing of its manufacturing sector. 
Instead, the Commonwealth ranks near the bottom of states in 
employment growth.” 
 As stated earlier, I do believe there is further evidence why 
we should not raise taxes. Recently “…the U.S. Commerce 
Department announced that the national economy grew at an 
annual rate of 7.2 percent for the third quarter of 2003 – the 
fastest growth rate since 1984. This robust increase comes hard 
on the heels of federal income tax cuts, enacted this year and 
made retroactive to January 1, that many economists argue have 
stimulated strong gains in consumer spending and business 
investment.” 
 I support further cuts in spending rather than raising taxes to 
solve our budget dilemma in Pennsylvania, and, Mr. Speaker,  
I ask my other fellow Representatives to vote against HB 200. 
 Thank you. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the 
gentleman. 
 The Chair recognizes the gentlelady from Bradford County, 
Ms. Pickett. 
 Ms. PICKETT. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, this is not the time to pull dollars out of 
Pennsylvania’s economy. The dollars represented in these 
proposed tax increases are better left in the hands of their 
rightful owners – the working people of Pennsylvania. 
 This is a time for Pennsylvania government to go through the 
closets of its current programs and discard some that no longer 
fit rather than adding more. Pennsylvanians need to keep their 
hard-earned dollars to spend on goods and services that their 

families need, and Pennsylvania businesses, those creating the 
jobs and the benefits, need them to do that. Diverting dollars to 
government breaks the economic recovery circle and slows 
growth rather than enhancing it. 
 Therefore, I ask my colleagues to vote “no” to this tax 
increase bill. These tax increases are a mistake for 
Pennsylvania, and we can fund Pennsylvania’s budget needs 
without tax increases. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the 
gentlelady and recognizes the gentleman, Mr. DeWeese. 
 Mr. DeWEESE. Again, where does the gentlelady want to 
cut? We have to have a State balanced budget. So rhetoric aside, 
it would be very helpful if the gentlelady would give us a list of 
what she wants to cut from tonight’s proposals. The gentlelady 
cannot have it both ways. 
 Tom Ridge left town with a $1.8 billion deficit. We have to 
make up that deficit, and if the gentlelady does not want to 
generate the revenues to pay our bills, then what does the 
gentlelady want to cut? Does she want to cut in education? Does 
she want to cut the amount of money we pay to our prison 
guards? 
 What does the lady want to cut? Rhetoric is not enough 
tonight; rhetoric is not enough tonight. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the 
gentleman, and the Chair recognizes the gentleman from  
Wayne County, Mr. Birmelin. 
 Mr. BIRMELIN. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I was elected in 1984, almost 20 years ago, back when the 
Democrat leader used to wear bow ties all the time and did not 
used to be so effusive in his comments on the House floor. He 
was just sort of in training. I still remember the night that he 
marched up and down in front of the members of the House 
with a microphone in hand, and he was quite entertaining, 
actually, that evening, and I appreciate it. He is entertaining me 
tonight, too, and I appreciate that as well. 
 I do want to share with you a statistic, and I know that  
Mr. DeWeese does not like to hear statistics tonight, but 
statistics are very telling, and the only statistic that I want to 
share with you tonight is that in the year that I was elected to the 
legislature, 1984, the 1984-85 State budget, State General Fund 
budget, was $8 1/2 billion. Tonight, with the passage of  
HB 200, it will become $21.3 billion. 
 The population in Pennsylvania has not changed 
substantively in the 20 years that I have served in the 
legislature, and yet we see an over 150 percent increase in the 
budget. 
 I think it is ironic that one of our members earlier this 
evening came out in a red suit with a big white beard and 
portrayed Santa Claus. I thought he did a great job, by the way, 
and he is to be commended for his efforts. But you know, the 
reason why we are in the situation that we are in now is because 
to some extent all of us have been trying to play Santa Claus for 
the last 20 years. And the minority leader is correct, the budget 
deficits that we faced were not a result of one party; they were a 
result of two parties, maybe not everybody in both parties but 
many of the members who sit here tonight. 
 So I cannot in good conscience vote for this continuation of 
the Santa Claus process. We do not need to have cuts in certain 
areas; we just need to stop increasing the spending. We need to 
find ways to stop doing the Santa Claus routine, and I am going 
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to vote against HB 200, and I look forward with great 
anticipation to the Democrat leader’s response to my remarks. 
 Thank you. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the 
gentleman, and the Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Lancaster County, Mr. Armstrong.  
 Mr. ARMSTRONG. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I rise tonight to oppose this bill because it includes tax 
increases. I represent part of Lancaster County. My constituents 
are very much opposed to a tax increase. I have heard from 
dozens of them, and I would like to read some of their responses 
for you this evening. 
 “My name is Matt Blair. My family and I live in  
New Providence.” We “…moved to PA in 1989…. My father 
grew up in PA,…” and much of his family is still here. “I must 
tell you though, my wife and I are seriously considering leaving 
the state for greener pastures. I am very unhappy with what  
I see happening in this state. 
 “…Don’t I pay enough…” already? “By the time I pay…” 
all my Federal, State, and local taxes, “…there is not much left 
for me and my family. 
 “Each year I lose more and more of my income that should 
be going toward my family. When that happens, I have to 
tighten my belt…. Shouldn’t the state of PA have to do the 
same…” thing? Why should “…the PA taxpayer…have to 
suffer more? Maybe my employer will understand when I go to 
him and ask for more money because…” my family and I do not 
want “…to have to cut back….” 
 It is too bad that all taxpayers do not realize —  “None 
of…Pennsylvania’s problems…” will “…be solved by raising 
taxes. Pennsylvania will only succeed in chasing the average 
working man and his family away. My roots come from 
Pennsylvania and I like living in Pennsylvania, but I refuse to 
work…” harder and harder “…for less and less” money  
“each year.” 
 Daniel Boone writes, “I strongly oppose the tax increase 
because such taxation ends up becoming a gross waste of 
money for unnecessary programs. Please lead the 
Commonwealth legislators in finding a way to kill unnecessary 
programs and reutilize the funds of an already…” overtaxe d  
“…citizenry.” 
 Tina Di Francesco writes, “…it’s ludicrous. 
 “The more money the government takes from me the more  
I have to give up the freedom to do what I want to do. …I have 
to work longer hours for the extra money I’ll need to pay 
additional taxes…,” which “…robs me of my personal freedom. 
 “I will vote against anyone who…” votes to raise “…my 
taxes. And by the way I’m still waiting for…” property tax 
reform, “…as promised.” 
 Dave Gorby writes, “My wife and I…retired…on a fixed 
income. We need tax reductions, not…increases. We don’t need 
new programs, just make the old programs more efficient…. 
The economy is improving…and with that improvement will 
come more tax revenues. …be patient. …tax increases never go 
away and neither do new programs.” 
 Don Hackman writes, “We do not need any more taxes.  
I have had to downsize my life…to fit my Budget. The 
Commonwealth of PA should” have to “do the same” thing. 
 “My name is Sherry Hawk. I live in Strasburg. I…left 
corporate America to start my own home based business…” so  
I could spend more time with my children. “…we are already 

giving the government too much of our money. I don’t want to 
be forced back into the workplace fulltime. I want to be 
available for my children….” 
 “My name is Kathleen Hoover, and my  husband and  
I live…in Holtwood.” Though “…I had reached the age where” 
I thought “I could think about retiring soon, but as it stands 
now, I will have to work until I die. We are being taxed to 
death…, and for what? …new programs. Programs that 
probably will be as inefficient as…” the ones we already have. 
“We have no one to pass on the extra burdens. We cannot win 
in this state. But we can’t afford to move out, as so many 
older…” Pennsylvanians do. “If the state wants to drive more 
and more people out, this will do it.” 
 “My name is Stuart…Levenson…. I have owned my 
own…business for thirteen years.” Any tax increase “…will 
undoubtedly affect the growth of my company…. Besides the 
large tax burden I carry personally, the effect the proposed— 
Besides the large tax burden I carry—” 
 Mr. Speaker, in summary— 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. Could we please have order.  
I think the gentleman recognizes, the gentleman recognizes that 
the time has concluded, and he is wrapping up his remarks. 
 Mr. ARMSTRONG. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 In summary, let me just say this: These people understand 
that there is an adverse relationship between taxes and 
prosperity. To the honorable minority leader from Greene 
County, I ask you to name one civilization that has ever raised 
its taxes and been more prosperous. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the 
gentleman. 
 The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Somerset County, 
Dr. Bastian. 
 Mr. BASTIAN. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I am going to make this very brief, and there are some 
reasons, there are some reasons I could vote for this legislation 
but many, many reasons why I cannot. 
 I do not feel I can vote for new programs when the income 
side is not there. In the past I have voted for no increase in 
taxes. I voted for no-growth budgets, and I will vote for a  
no-growth budget this time, and that is the final answer. 
 Please vote against HB 200. Thank you. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the 
gentleman. 

PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRY 

 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Centre County, Mr. Benninghoff. 
 Mr. BENNINGHOFF. Mr. Speaker, on a point of 
parliamentary inquiry, would I be allowed latitude to ask a 
parliamentary question in addition to my 5 minutes? 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman will state his 
parliamentary inquiry. 
 Mr. BENNINGHOFF. As a rank-and-file member of the 
chamber, I find it atrocious that we are limited in our time.  
I understand this has occurred in the past, but I guess I would be 
less uncomfortable and discouraged by it if almost every 
member – to my count, five – has not been interrogated and not 
able to respond. 
 



2562 LEGISLATIVE JOURNAL—HOUSE DECEMBER 22 

 I would ask that there be some consideration to each of us 
who have been dutifully elected in our counties to represent our 
people, that if we are only going to get— 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. Would the gentleman state his 
parliamentary inquiry, please. You are making more of a 
speech. 
 Mr. BENNINGHOFF. Well, my parliamentary inquiry is, is 
it fair that the remaining members of this chamber are limited to 
their time when they are able to be rebutted by the minority 
leader, who has already taken over 12 minutes by my clock? 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. Thank you. The Chair thanks 
the gentleman. 
 The House voted to restrict the time of its members, and 
therefore, absent the floor leaders, the members are restricted to 
5 minutes. 
 Now, we stopped your clock at 4:44. 
 Mr. BENNINGHOFF. Good. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. Do you wish to— 
 Mr. BENNINGHOFF. Yes, please. 

MOTION TO SUSPEND RULES 

 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman is recognized. 
 Mr. BENNINGHOFF. I would like to take the next  
15 seconds to ask a motion to suspend the rules to rescind the 
time limit. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The motion is in order. 
 Mr. BENNINGHOFF. Mr. Speaker, I would be willing to 
retract that if the minority leader would be willing to show some 
lenience to the rest of the members. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the 
gentleman. 
 I believe that all members in this House are acting 
respectfully and expressing their wishes in a gentlemanly way.  
I do not think that is necessary. 
 Mr. BENNINGHOFF. Well, then my motion to suspend to 
rescind the 5-minute limit stays. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. Okay. 
 Mr. DeWEESE. Mr. Speaker? Mr. Speaker?  
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman is recognized. 
 Mr. DeWEESE. I have not spoken after the last three 
gentlemen and ladies, and I am not going to speak after every 
one. Rather than go through a parliamentary somersault now,  
I would respectfully ask the gentleman to reconsider. 
 I will speak from time to time. It is an age-old tradition. Both 
floor leaders should be able to speak. The gentleman’s umbrage 
was not displayed in March when they would call the previous 
question. The gentleman has shut me off and shut my members 
off time and time and time again, crocodile tears tonight 
notwithstanding. But I will accede to the efficacy of his 
argument tonight, especially since the yuletide season is 
cascading upon us. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the 
gentleman. 
 

MOTION WITHDRAWN 
 
 Mr. BENNINGHOFF. Seeing the time is ticking, I would 
acknowledge the minority leader’s suggestion, and since he 
asked questions of previous members who could not answer,  
I will rescind my motion to change the clock, but I would 

suggest that his office consider cutting traveling costs in other 
ways as it starts cutting the budget.  
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The member is out of order; the 
member is out of order. You have retracted your suspension. 
You are recognized to speak on HB 200. 
 Mr. BENNINGHOFF. Thank you. 
 I suspect I only have the 3.46 seconds left on the clock. 
 Thank you. 
 I would ask if there is someone to stand for interrogation on 
this bill itself. I have a few specific questions, specific to the 
med mal issue, if that helps clarify who may respond. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman, Representative 
Argall, chairman of the Appropriations Committee, indicates he 
is willing to stand for interrogation. You may proceed. 
 Mr. BENNINGHOFF. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 My question, as I read through this legislation, it talks about 
abatement for our physicians and application process. I am very 
concerned that there is a clause in there that requires a 1-year 
retention. I understand that the legislation also designates that if 
they for some reason are not able to stay here for the year, that 
they would have to fully refund the abatement, additional costs, 
court courts, or whatever. I would like to have it delineated 
what those costs are, and could this also be imposed on their 
families? Would they be subject to tax liens, because in this 
legislation, this lists this as a tax?  
 Mr. ARGALL. That information is not in this bill, and if you 
would like, in order to save time, we could probably find the bill 
that does include that information and get it to you in a sidebar. 
 Mr. BENNINGHOFF. Are you saying that my question is 
not in the bill or the answer is not in the bill? 
 Mr. ARGALL. The subject of your interrogation is not 
included in the bill that is now before the members. 
 Mr. BENNINGHOFF. Well, then I would ask the Speaker to 
stop my clock at 2:12, and I will come down and speak to you, 
but I will be back. Thank you. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the 
gentleman. 
 On the question, the Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
York County, Mr. Gabig. 
 Mr. GABIG. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I did represent part of northern York County in my first term. 
I am from Cumberland County, to correct the record, to make 
sure everyone is aware that I am from Carlisle, the home of the 
Dickinson Law School.  
 Listen, it is not a matter of show me where to cut, as I have 
heard someone ask in this hall tonight. This budget spends too 
much. We held last year’s budget steady. We had the discipline 
to do that. We put a cap on spending, and we did not have to 
raise taxes as significantly as we are this year. We had a  
zero-growth budget last year. 
 The problem that I think has been pointed out by many, 
many speakers – Representative Birmelin and others – is that 
the State has been spending like a drunken sailor; like a drunken 
sailor, I say to you. As a sailor myself and knowing many 
sailors, we are spending too much, too fast. This budget grows 
faster than family incomes, faster than inflation again this year. 
All we need to do is control spending, and we will not be in the 
predicament that we are in, having to go back to the people 
again and again and get in their pockets and take more and more 
money out of their pockets. 
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 Having said that, I am encouraged that we have made a lot of 
progress since March when we passed a balanced budget that 
required no new taxes. Remember that? No new taxes. Since 
then, we have gotten $900 million, almost $1 billion, from the 
Federal government. What is happening with that money? In 
addition, we have been collecting more money because the 
economy is starting to pick up. I think we grew at 8.2 percent 
nationally last quarter, a booming national economy. 
 They say, they say that if you do not learn from the mistakes 
of history, you are doomed to repeat them. We cannot commit 
the same mistake we did in 1991, where Pennsylvania lagged 
for a whole decade behind the national performance standards. 
That is what our fear is, those of us that are opposing this  
out-of-control spending year after year after year. We want to be 
in the top performance, all of us as Pennsylvanians do, and to do 
that, we need to control our spending here in Harrisburg. 
 Two and a half minutes. Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the 
gentleman, and the Chair recognizes the gentleman from  
Berks County, Mr. Rohrer. 
 Mr. ROHRER. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, it amazes me standing here tonight on the eve, 
perhaps, of raising more taxes than this State has imposed since 
the 1991 tax vote, which saw many people lose their seats in 
this House, and to be doing it with almost a party attitude. 
Between hearing party whistles on the floor from primarily the 
other side of the aisle and an acute rudeness for the members of 
this House who seek to stand and express their concerns about 
the impact of these kinds of taxes on the people of this State,  
I find to be appalling, and to hear the minority leader stand and 
refute and to tell us that, all right; well, tell me where to cut.  
I say, tell me where to start spending. He says, oh, well, fine; we 
have programs in place, if you make $34,000 or less, you are 
not going to pay under this. Well, I ask the question, somebody 
is going to pay for this, and that person who makes $35,000 is 
going to pay, and that businessman with subchapter S, trying to 
keep people in work, he is going to pay under this bill. 
 We sit around up here, I think, at times, Mr. Speaker, and 
think, oh, well; we can do what we want and nobody is going to 
be impacted. Do you not know that the people who are going to 
pay these taxes are your neighbors, your constituents? They are 
the single women who cannot keep food on their table, and  
I have letters from folks in my district who state just that –  
men who took a 10-percent pay cut last year because their jobs 
were bad, and they say, you are going to give me a tax increase 
now? Where is the compassion from the members of the House? 
I thought that we elected you folks to go and defend us, not to 
be creative and figure out how to get your fingers in my pocket 
a little bit deeper. 
 This is serious, Mr. Speaker, and why are we sitting here 
tonight? We are sitting here tonight because we have had 
leaders and the Governor who want to spend more and they 
want to tax more, and they made it clear at the beginning of the 
term. And here we are tonight. Somehow we have figured out 
how to spend more and tax more. We are here because 
somebody decided that that was the only thing we had to do, 
but, you know, that is not the only thing we have to do. 
Spending increases is a matter of fiscal indiscipline. It is not a 
matter of absolute necessity. We have had options these past 
years of zero-spending, level-spending budgets. We have put 
them out here. If we would have done it and listened to what we 

said, we would not be sitting here tonight talking about a tax 
increase, no structural deficit or whatever that is creatively 
deemed to be. 
 Gov. Bill Owens of Colorado said, I will not raise taxes;  
I will not increase spending, and they have not. Gov. Jeb Bush 
of Florida, not only am I not going to raise taxes, I am going to 
cut taxes by $5.7 billion, and do you know what ALEC 
(American Legislative Exchange Council), in a recent study by 
ALEC, says? In the last 10 years the States that have raised their 
taxes, which includes us, have half the population growth, half 
the increase in new business starts, and half the income growth. 
 We are here tonight. Those who vote for this are voting for 
kamikaze economics. It absolutely self-destructs. This State 
cannot afford it. How much mo re needs to be said? Can the 
members of this House not find within themselves the courage 
to do in their heart what they know they ought to do and to 
listen to what the fiscal facts state for this State? We cannot take 
a billion and a half more dollars fro m this economy and expect 
it to do wonders. We cannot do that. And I call on all of my 
colleagues, use some common sense – you know what it is – 
and vote “no” to this very, very, very bad fiscal bill. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the 
gentleman, and the Chair recognizes the gentleman from  
Mercer County, Mr. Wilt. 
 Mr. WILT. Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. 
 We have heard a lot tonight about a structural deficit. That is 
a buzzword for saying that year in and year out, year in and  
year out, we spend more money than we take in. If you in your 
household spend more money than you can earn year in and 
year out and you take on debt that you cannot afford to pay and 
you buy assets that you cannot afford to maintain, then you have 
a structural deficit, and that is what we have done in 
Pennsylvania. This is just a buzzword to make people feel like 
they are obligated to vote for a huge tax increase. 
 I asked our leadership, what is the structural deficit? How 
much is it? It is about $400 million or so, but we are not raising 
taxes $400 million tonight. Then I said, how much more do we 
need for education? Oh, we need $200 million. Well, did you 
know that 25 percent of that $200 million more just goes to 
Philadelphia? What about the rest of us? What about the rest of 
the State? You mean we give $200 million to the whole State 
but then we take $50 million of it back and just send it down to 
where the Governor lives? To me that is not a fair distribution 
of tax revenues. That is not even close to being fair. I can 
understand if they had 25 percent of the population, but,  
Mr. Speaker, they do not. 
 You know, I have sat on this floor for 7 years and I have 
watched the leadership on this side of the aisle pound and pound 
and pound for property tax reform. Do you know that this 
structural deficit fix that we are going to do tonight does not 
have one penny, not one penny, of property tax reform in it. The 
Governor said on the campaign trail, I will not raise taxes 
without a corresponding decrease in property taxes. Well, those 
of you that vote for HB 200 tonight, I want to ask you, where is 
the property tax reduction? Where is it? It is not here, and let me 
tell you why it is not here: because you cannot spend money 
hand over fist and then turn around and say we can reduce 
property taxes. You cannot cash checks that you have already 
written and promise – and made us cash them – and then come 
back and promise our citizens property taxes. You cannot do it. 
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 Now, we have a plan to do it. In fact, those of you that are 
watching tonight, just stay tuned, because in about 30 days you 
are going to see a plan for property tax reform, and you know 
what it is? It is called a-casino-on-every-corner property tax 
reform. That is what it is going to be, and you will be down 
there smiling and saying, hey, we have got to do this because of 
property tax reform, but we are not going to talk about the cost 
of that because we are just going to be fulfilling some campaign 
promise. 
 Now, to me this discussion about a structural deficit is 
intellectually dishonest, because we in Pennsylvania cannot 
print money. The Federal government can deficit-spend; we 
cannot. 
 Now, if you want to look for where you can make some cuts, 
I want you to go back to the Governor’s first budget address of 
this year. It was a budget that passed in about 14 days or so, 
maybe less, maybe 4 days. The reason it passed is because it 
held spending; it held the line on spending, and it fulfilled a 
promise that was made during the campaign that Pennsylvania 
was going to tighten its fiscal belt. Well, tonight we are going to 
have the second largest tax increase vote in the history of this 
Commonwealth – not to reduce property taxes, not to hold the 
line on spending, but to simply spend more money because we 
can get 102 votes tonight to do so. 
 So, Mr. Speaker, in closing, I would also like to offer for the 
record the responses to an e-mail alert that I sent out. You see, 
while these guys just excuse away what we are doing tonight by 
saying we have got to fix the structural deficit, we have got to 
fund education, we have to fund all these programs, you see,  
I have lost about 1500 manufacturing jobs in my district –  
1500 manufacturing jobs in my district – and in this blue 
envelope are the responses that I got from a very simple 
question: can you afford a tax increase? Can you afford it? And 
for those of you that want to spend time later on going through 
the record, you are going to hear some real-life stories from 
people that they do not give a rip about structural deficits, and 
to be quite honest with you, they do not really give a rip about 
prekindergarten or any of that other stuff. Here is what they care 
about. When they are un- and underemployed, they need money 
to feed their families, and the evidence of that is right here in 
my hand. 
 So in closing, please, do what is right for Pennsylvania.  
Do not vote to concur in HB 200. There is no property tax relief 
in it. 
 Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the 
gentleman. 

LETTERS SUBMITTED FOR THE RECORD 

 Mr. WILT submitted letters for the Legislative Journal. 
 
 (For letters, see Appendix.) 
 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair recognizes the 
gentleman, Mr. DeWeese. 
 Mr. DeWEESE. Notwithstanding the passion of the young 
man who just exited the microphone, it must be reiterated that 
the tax tonight amounts to less than one caffe latte at Starbucks 
per week for a family earning $50,000. 
 

 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the 
gentleman. 
 The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Armstrong 
County, Mr. Coleman. 
 Mr. COLEMAN. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I rise tonight to oppose this tax increase and to respectfully 
ask my colleagues to do the same. 
 You know, Mr. Speaker, I learned so much from the people 
that I worked alongside – stocking shelves at Oliver’s IGA and 
waiting and busing tables at Chang’s Oriental Restaurant and 
the Main Street Eatery and making beds and scrubbing toilets 
and showers over at the Roadway Inn. That is where I worked 
before I was fortunate enough to have this job. And you know, 
Mr. Speaker, many of the same people got up this morning 
before 5 o’clock at those same places and they punched the time 
clock, and, you know, their salaries have not changed much 
since I left. Every year their take -home  pay seems to shrink by a 
nickel here and a dime there. Real money, real money,  
Mr. Speaker, for these folks. 
 Mr. Speaker, last week, anticipating this debate and this vote 
tonight, I asked the people of Armstrong and Indiana Counties 
to write me with their stories, because after 3 years in this 
building, I guess because of these thick marble and stained-glass 
walls, maybe it is a little harder to hear their voices sometimes. 
Mr. Speaker, I got a pile of letters, and I thought you would like 
to know what they think about this proposal, what they would 
like us to do tonight with this tax increase. 
 Bobbie Jo Harvey works at the Wal-Mart in Indiana – raising 
her daughter, Caci; taking care of an 84-year-old mom. Her 
husband, Butch, just lost his job. She says, we are making good 
money. We were, that is, but now “…we struggle to make ends 
meet….” She suggests, here is her suggestion: “…instead of 
new programs, how about…improving current…” ones.  
Bobbie Jo and Butch are against this tax hike. 
 Cindee McGinnis is a 46-year-old nurse. Now, she juggles 
her utilities, her car insurance, and her mortgage payments 
every month. For the last 3 she has not had enough cash on hand 
to fill her prescriptions. She is thinking about selling the house 
and canceling her insurance. Mr. Speaker, Cindee is against this 
tax hike. 
 Don Lloyd from Ford City, Pennsylvania, makes porcelain 
pottery down at the Eljer plant in town. He calls himself a union 
man and says, “…democrats and some Republicans can spin 
their…” support “…for tax increases…,” but Don says, 
“…there is not a valid reason to raise…” his “…taxes.” 
 Melanie Moore is 27 years old, a year younger than me. She 
is raising three kids, working her way through college. She 
writes, “…Representative Coleman… WE are the nurses who 
have too many patients and have worked 16 hours straight…” or 
“…the taxi drivers…road crews, industrial workers…who have 
to work longer hours to pay our bills and afford our taxes. So 
when the parts don’t work…and your care isn’t the best…,” 
Melanie says, “…forgive us because we’re doing the best…to 
stay alive.” Melanie is against this tax increase. 
 Brian McCollim, he is a steelworker from my hometown of 
Apollo. He writes, “I for one am sick and tired of paying 51% 
of my income…in…taxes….” You are right. Brian is against 
this tax increase. 
 Lee Ann Popolis e-mailed me from Kittanning. Her husband, 
James, is a 54-year-old steamfitter from Pittsburgh Local 449. 
She wants me to vote “no” because, quote, it would “…be a 
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burden to us because of the economic situation.” Lee Ann and 
Jim are against this tax increase. 
 And Bob Pearce. Bob writes from Indiana. He drives 2 hours 
one way to work in an office job in sunny Waynesburg, 
Pennsylvania. He lost his job close to home when the coal 
mines shut down in 1999. He  writes that his local property taxes 
this year went up 35 percent and the local income tax went up, 
too. Bob says, I oppose this tax increase. 
 Eugene Zurga from Rayne Township, 62 years old. He 
worked 40 years, and with groceries and doctor bills and,  
yes, taxes, he and his wife are struggling to keep the house.  
Mr. and Mrs. Zurga are against this tax increase. 
 Kirk Atwood, a junior at Clarion University, tells me that 
Dad is a school janitor, Mom works for the local mental health 
agency. He writes, Mom and Dad “…scrimped and 
saved…every penny…” to get him through school, helped an 
older sister and their two kids get back on their feet after 
unemployment. Next year the brother heads off to college. He 
wrote, “…on behalf of…” his family, Kirk is against this tax 
increase. 
 And finally, Justin Shutters. He is about to finish at  
Penn State. He writes he is less likely to stay in Pennsylvania 
after graduation because – here is what he says – “…what PA 
grad. who paid his way through school can afford to live in our 
state?!?!” Justin is opposed to this tax increase. 
 Mr. Speaker, I urge a negative vote on this bill for Justin and 
all the other 12 1/2 million Pennsylvanians. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the 
gentleman. 

LETTERS SUBMITTED FOR THE RECORD 

 Mr. COLEMAN submitted letters for the Legislative Journal. 
 
 (For letters, see Appendix.) 
 
 Mr. DeWEESE. Mr. Speaker? 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair recognizes  
Mr. DeWeese. 
 Mr. DeWEESE. If all of us were to ask our 60,000 residents, 
the results would be similar to the results that we just heard. We 
are a House of Representatives, and without trying to be 
pandering or demagogic, Governor Rendell did come to town 
with a big deficit, structural deficit – maybe the vocabulary is 
challenging – but nevertheless, he had a big debt when he came 
to town. 
 And the speech I just heard, we could all give that speech, 
but who is going to solve Pennsylvania’s problems? And if the 
gentleman one more time, and maybe not one more time, maybe 
many more times, but if the gentleman would tell us where we 
could take $10 million off here or $20 million off there,  
$50 million off there, then the speech would resonate much 
more honestly for me. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the 
gentleman. 
 The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Bucks County,  
Mr. McIlhinney. 
 Mr. McILHINNEY. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I guess we found some budget cuts for the electricity. 
 Mr. Speaker, would the Appropriations chairman please rise 
for a brief interrogation? 

 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman indicates he 
will. You may proceed. 
 Mr. McILHINNEY. Mr. Speaker, HB 200 contains some 
language that both extends and expands the Pennsylvania 
brewers tax credit. I just wanted to verify that this does indeed 
assist Pennsylvania brewers in their effort to maintain their 
businesses in Pennsylvania.  
 Mr. ARGALL. That is certainly the intent of that section of 
the legislation. 
 Mr. McILHINNEY. Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. 
 No further questions. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the 
gentleman. 
 The Chair apologizes to the gentleman from Butler,  
Mr. Metcalfe. The Chair did not see him sitting down at the rail. 
You are now recognized. 
 Mr. METCALFE. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I rise today to say no to this tax increase. 
 A report issued earlier this year by Americans for Tax 
Reform declared July 11 as “Cost of Government Day.” The 
cost of State and local government is now at the highest 
percentage of national income in American history. When a 
taxpayer has to work mo re than half the year to pay for 
government, the cost is obviously excessive and out of control. 
 I would like to share a couple of comments I received over  
e-mail from some of my constituents that reflect the majority of 
my constituents’ views on this tax increase. 
 “Dear Representative Metcalfe: 
 “I am a 24-year-old who has lived in Butler County, 
Pennsylvania my entire life. I hope to stay here well into the 
future, but if the current economic situation is any indicator of 
Pennsylvania’s future, I fear that will not be possible. 
 “After I finished college, I was blessed to find a good job 
about 20 miles from my home. Most of my friends, however, 
have had to move out-of-state to find employment.  
 “Representative Metcalfe, I know that you will not vote for 
any tax increases. I can only hope that your colleagues in the 
House of Representatives will follow your principled lead and 
vote ‘no,’ as well.” 
 Here is a second one. 
 “Dear Representative Metcalfe: 
 “We are homeowners and taxpayers in your legislative 
district, and we are writing to express our opposition to any  
tax increases of any kind for Pennsylvanians. 
 “We would like to point out that we have each gone  
two years without any sort of raise at our jobs. During this time, 
we have had to adjust our household spending to account for 
inflation on a stagnant budget. I don’t think it’s out of line for us 
to expect the same from our state. 
 “Contrary to what the state thinks, the taxpayers of 
Pennsylvania are not an endless source of revenue. A 10 percent 
increase here, or a five percent increase there, may seem like a 
small amount in theory, but in practice can add up to a sizable 
portion of one’s income. Our state is nickel-and-diming us to 
death. I believe that our governor will not be satisfied until he 
has convinced every Pennsylvanian to simply send him their 
paycheck with a request to please send back anything he doesn’t 
need.” 
 That was from concerned taxpayers. 
 You know, it is clear that Pennsylvanians are overtaxed. 
Now the new Governor and some on both sides of the aisle, 
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with a majority of Democrats, are bent on taking 
Pennsylvanians for another ride down the tax-and-spend 
expressway to take even more away from hardworking 
Pennsylvanians and give even more money to government 
bureaucracy. 
 Government should live within its means. New and increased 
taxes to spend on government programs is not government 
living within its means. It is legalized plunder. It is modern-day 
Robin Hoods taking from one to give to another. 
 This billion-dollar-plus tax increase vote on Pennsylvanians 
today picks the pockets of Pennsylvanians in a number of ways. 
It contains a tax hike of 10 percent on income, a cell phone tax, 
a telephone landline tax, increased cigarette taxes, a rollback of 
the job-killing capital stock and franchise tax, and increases in 
miscellaneous fees, and get this, even increased fees for death 
and birth certificates. 
 In my district, as well as many other communities in 
Pennsylvania, all of these increased and new taxes will be 
stacked on top of the recent increases in our county property 
tax, school property tax, and municipal property tax. 
 In the midst of the Governor’s push for increased taxes,  
he has found time to propose a change to our State’s slogan. 
Well, a friend of mine stated that if the Governor and his  
tax-and-spend friends get their way, the State’s new slogan 
could read, “Pennsylvania: We’ll take your last nickel.” 
 Chief Justice John Marshall said, “The power to tax involves 
the power to destroy.” This tax increase will have a serious and 
lasting impact on our State’s future. 
 The Governor and his friends have chosen to take 
Pennsylvanians for another ride down the tax-and-spend 
expressway, a trip that will end in a destructive economic 
accident, wreaking havoc in the lives of Pennsylvania’s working 
men and women. 
 The right choice is a choice of government truly living 
within its means. The right choice is limiting the size and scope 
of government, reducing the tax burden, and empowering 
Pennsylvanians with the economic freedom to make choices 
that they think are best for their families. The right choice today 
is to vote “no” on this billion-dollar-plus tax increase. 
 And with a little over half a minute left, I would be glad to 
give the minority leader many areas that he could cut. Some of 
them were ruled out of order to be said earlier, so I will not 
repeat those, but there are areas that we could cut the budget. 
There are areas that many of us have proposed cutting the 
budget. Certainly government should be able to live within its 
means, and that is the message we should send to our taxpayers, 
not increasing their taxes, especially not at Christmastime. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the 
gentleman. 
 The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Clearfield County, 
Mr. George. 
 Mr. GEORGE. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, in my 30 years I have never heard such 
impassioned presentations as we have heard tonight. 
 Now, those of my colleagues, and I do not do this to be 
personal, but if they want to save millions of dollars, why do 
they not refuse to take their WAMs this year? And if they want 
to save more money, why do they not say once and for all these 
schools are not our schools? 
 I talked to one colleague, a friend of mine. He said, this is 
your Governor; go get the votes . Well, you know, my Governor 

inherited this mess. Maybe we would have been better off to 
elect another Republican—  Oh, God. Why did I say that? We 
would have not been better off. Why do you not write to the 
President of the United States and tell him to renege on the  
No Child Left Behind? Why do you not do a lot of these things, 
those of you that are only about a half inch below the path of 
genius? Why do you not come forward? 
 Now, all of the reasons that you found are not legitimate. 
Now, you will be able to convince those people you talked 
about taxes, you talked about taxing those, never mentioned that 
there is a level that they will not be paying taxes on, and you did 
not talk about some of the things that are near and dear, and you 
did not talk about what we are going to do. You are not going to 
talk about that we were only getting 34 percent in Clearfield 
County on a school budget under the last Governor and now we 
are going to get about $2,800,000 more and so will you. You 
did not mention that, and you will not mention the important 
thing about this Governor. When he gets this bill passed and if 
you were not emulating a no-good Senate that does not care 
about anything but themselves, then you would be able to get in 
there with the Governor and we would get job and economic 
enhancement. 
 You did not lose those 1700 people in your district because 
of Governor Rendell. You lost them because of Governor 
Ridge. That is what the story is. Now, maybe the man came in 
at the wrong time, but I am saying to you, before it is over, you 
will all recognize he came in at the right time. 
 Do I agree? Do I want to pass taxes? Of course not. Do  
I want to raise taxes on cigarettes? Of course not. But I will tell 
you what I do not want to do. I do not want to see those people 
back home have to vote more local taxes and say, what are you 
guys doing down there in Harrisburg? 
 Today I had four calls. Oh, they do not understand that you 
guys get WAMs and that you guys go back and tell these people 
how great you are and look at all the programs and personal 
things you do. No. You are playing a different game. You are 
playing a game of, are we not perfect, and are we not with you? 
Are we not the salvation to all of this waste and all this 
demagoguery? You are absolutely hypocrites. 
 And let me say this to you: There is not one of you that I do 
not like personally, but I want to tell you one thing – talk is 
cheap and it takes money to buy whiskey. Now, quit scratching 
your rear end and thinking you are scratching your ears, because 
you are not, because there is a heck of a difference between 
scratching your rear and scratching your ear, and I am telling 
you right now. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the 
gentleman for his colorful remarks. 
 The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Philadelphia,  
Mr. Thomas. Mr. Thomas, are you sure you wish to follow that? 
 You are recognized. 
 Mr. THOMAS. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, no, I am not going to follow that, but, you 
know, as the old folks used to say, if the shoe fits, wear it. 
 But, Mr. Speaker, what I would like to follow, and that is 
that I rise on behalf of the constituents of the 181st Legislative 
District who are also opposed to tax increases. Now,  
Mr. Speaker, every time the people of the 181 will say no to a 
tax increase but will say yes, will say yes to an increase in 
public education. Mr. Speaker, the people of the 181 know that 
you cannot function in the 21st century with 19th century skills. 
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The people of the 181 know that you cannot provide quality 
health care to all of those who need it and still talking about 
what happened in the 19th century. 
 Mr. Speaker, services are costly; services are costly. You 
need revenues in order to provide services, and, Mr. Speaker, 
these taxes, this tax increase in HB 200, while it is not the desire 
of people of the 181, Mr. Speaker, the people of the 181 know 
that it is necessary; it is necessary to raise revenues in order to 
deal with the issues that we have to deal with in 2003. 
 And, Mr. Speaker, yes, there is a structural deficit that must 
be addressed, but what must be addressed more than that is a 
public education system that is equitable and fair to all 
Pennsylvanians regardless of where they live. What is 
necessary, additional revenues are necessary to help that  
5-year-old constituent of mine who has had five heart 
operations in this past year; 5 years old, five heart operations, 
and mama is unable, would never be able to work in order to 
meet the health-care expenses associated with five heart 
operations. 
 Additional revenues are necessary to put a library in 
Harrison Elementary School. The latest book in Harrison 
Elementary School has Nelson Mandela still in jail, and as we 
know, Nelson Mandela has come out of jail and has become the 
President of South Africa. 
 Mr. Speaker, additional revenues are necessary for people 
who are trying to get their lives together, who need drug and 
alcohol treatment, who need access to a pathway to a new 
beginning. Mr. Speaker, we cannot keep talking about what is 
best for Pennsylvania without some point talking about what is 
necessary to have the best for Pennsylvania. 
 So, Mr. Speaker, the question before us tonight is a very 
simple question. Either you stand for something and deal with 
what is necessary to have that that you desire or you will fall for 
anything, and falling for anything is really continuing to say that 
a quality education is necessary but we do not want to spend the 
money for it, continuing to say that access to quality health care 
should be available to all Pennsylvanians but do not want to 
spend any money for it, continuing to say that we should have 
laptop computers and we should have access to 21st century 
technology but do not want to spend the money for it.  
Mr. Speaker, we have got to spend in order – we have got to 
raise revenues – in order to deal with the needs of Pennsylvania 
in the 21st century. Thank God that we have a Governor who is 
willing to stand up, stand up and make the hard choices that are 
necessary to really take Pennsylvania forward. 
 And last but not least, I sat here for 8 years, Mr. Speaker,  
and watched us provide welfare to corporate Pennsylvania, and 
I stand here tonight, 8 years later, and join many of you in 
saying that while we provided billions of dollars in corporate 
tax relief, we are still 47th in the country in job creation –  
billions in corporate tax relief, 47th in the country in job 
creation. 
 Mr. Speaker, we need the revenues to move forward. Let us 
deal with economic stimulus, public education, and put people 
first by voting for HB 200. 
 Thank you. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the 
gentleman. 
 The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Lancaster County, 
Representative Sturla. 
 

 Mr. STURLA. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I started out tonight not having planned on 
speaking on this bill, but then I heard members get up and 
apparently not understand what is happening here. 
 First I heard some members talk about, well, there is a 
contradiction in what has been happening. You hear members 
talk about how many people in their districts are losing jobs, 
and then there is another group that stands up and says the 
economy is a robust economy, that we are out of the woods.  
I have a tendency to come down on the side of those that 
believe that this prolonged Bush recession is on the mend but it 
is going to be slow. 
 If we look back at what has happened in this State, in the 
year 2000 this State spent more money than it took in in 
revenues. In the year 2001 this State spent more money than it 
took in in revenues. In the year 2002 this State spent more 
money than it took in in revenues. It is time to pay the piper. 
 Now, I have heard people say we are above revenue 
projections this year, and in fact, we are, but those revenue 
projections were about $500 million less than they were the 
previous year. So we are going to end this year with about the 
same amount of money that we took in last year and we do not 
have anymore one-time mends to do the budget. 
 This is not a pretty piece of legislation. The budget that we 
are going to pass to correspond with this is going to have cuts to 
programs, there will be this tax increase, there are no new 
programs for education, but what there is is a clear 
acknowledgment of the structural deficit that has occurred for 
the last 3 years, and that acknowledgment in my own county 
came from three Republican Senators who all voted for this 
package. They have, in some cases, probably about 75 years’ 
experience between the three of them. They understood that 
there is a structural deficit, that even if we were going to cut 
programs and we were going to do no new education programs, 
we were still going to need to increase taxes. 
 I heard people rail about how government takes so much 
money, but then I hear them say they want roads and bridges in 
their district; they want police and fire protection; they want 
schools to educate their children; they want court systems that 
are tough on criminals and prisons to put them in. That is what 
this budget does, and that is where the money needs to be spent. 
 Now, I do not like this tax increase any more than anyone 
else does. It is ugly, but it is necessary. It is time to 
acknowledge that structural deficit that has occurred for the last 
3 years and to take care of that. Now, I fully expect that we will 
be back here in January and maybe it will take until February 
until we get some property tax relief that citizens have long 
awaited. The Governor has said that is a top priority of his, and 
I believe that there are those of us, like myself and others, that 
will fight for real ed funding for education, for real programs 
that work like the Governor had proposed – preschool, full-day 
kindergarten. Those programs are yet to come, but for anyone to 
stand up and say that this tax increase is not necessary, they 
have ignored the reality of the budgets for the last 3 years. 
 This is a bare-bones budget that still requires a tax increase. 
This is acknowledgment that that hole that was dug by a 
Republican Governor, Republican administration, and a 
Republican-controlled legislature for the last 3 years has finally 
come home to roost. This Governor came to power with a  
$1.8 billion structural deficit. This budget at least takes care of 
that. This tax increase at least gets us back to ground zero. 
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 I would encourage members to vote “yes.” 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the 
gentleman. 
 The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Montgomery 
County, Mr. Leach. 
 Mr. LEACH. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I have been listening to the debate with interest, and I 
appreciate the passion of the argument of the people opposed to 
this bill and I appreciate their sincerity, but I do not understand 
the mindset. This tax increase, if you make $50,000 a year, will 
cost you about a little over $2 a week, as the minority leader 
said, about the price of a small mocha at Starbucks. If you make 
$100,000 a year, you can get a large mocha at Starbucks per 
week for the amount of this tax increase, and yet the reaction to 
it is apoplectic, and I wonder at what point in our country and 
what point in our State we made this our only value. The only 
thing that we are supposed to care about is making sure that our 
contribution to society is absolutely as low as possible. That is 
the only thing we should consider. 
 There has been no discussion of the impact of not doing this  
on the programs that we are talking about. I ask myself, as I am 
closer to $50,000 than $100,000 in income, is it worth a small 
mocha to me to have a better education system? Is it worth a 
small mocha to me a week to have drug and alcohol treatment 
that keeps people out of prison? Thank you, Jewel. Is it worth a 
small mocha a week to me to restore funding for library cuts?  
Is it worth a small mocha to me to restore funding for human 
services and for Medicaid? And you bet it is. Is it worth a few 
cents of a tax increase for cigarettes to keep doctors in the State, 
which we have heard over and over again should be our highest 
priority this year? You bet it is. 
 And I just think that this emphasis on the only thing that we 
should care about is no matter what the circumstances are, no 
matter what the economic conditions are, the only thing we 
should care about is never, ever, ever under any circumstances 
raising any tax ever, no matter what it pays for, no matter what 
has to be cut as a result, no matter what our fiscal health is as a 
result, no matter what our economic situation is, no matter what 
our quality of life is in Pennsylvania, I just think that is the 
wrong way to go. 
 You know, President Bush talked about after 9/11 how we 
all have to sacrifice. We are not really asking for that much of a 
sacrifice. Keep in mind, if you are low income in Pennsylvania, 
you will not pay any additional income tax with this. We are 
asking middle -class people and above to make a tiny sacrifice to 
preserve the quality of life in Pennsylvania, and this is what 
President Bush talked about, that we have to look to what we 
can do to help our nation in this difficult time. 
 I have heard some discussion about compassion tonight. 
Think of the people who cannot get drug and alcohol treatment 
if we do not do this. Think of the kids who will not have access 
to libraries if we do not do this. Think of the children who will 
not be able to compete going forward because our education 
system is not as good as it can be because we were more 
concerned about saying, do not touch my $2 a week. I think we 
should be ashamed of ourselves. I think sometimes we have to 
do what is right, and if we get some mail from some 
constituents, then so be it, but our top value is not only the least 
we contribute to society. There are other values that we have to 
consider here in this House, and I urge you to think about that as 
we approach the vote. 

 I also urge you to think about one more thing, which is,  
I promised I would not use my whole 5 minutes, and I kept that 
promise. 
 Thank you. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the 
gentleman. 
 The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Allegheny County, 
Mr. Readshaw. 
 Mr. READSHAW. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, my purpose was to interrogate the majority 
Appropriations chairman, but by now I think we have 
established some particular things that I would like to speak to. 
 Number one is, this legislation directs appropriations to 
libraries; it directs appropriations to mass transit; it directs 
appropriations to the Human Services Development Fund; it 
directs appropriations to drug and alcohol treatment services, 
and mental health services. 
 Now, I have to tell you for the most part, as people have said 
before, who wants to raise taxes? But we have all had on 
occasion people in our offices, and I will just relay the story to 
you that happened a couple of months ago. Due to the lack of 
appropriations for Allegheny County Health and Human 
Services, when you have a mother, separated, with two children, 
come into your office, one is suffering from mental retardation, 
and she is pleading with you, pleading with you for help and 
you have to tell her after she tells you that Allegheny County 
Health and Human Services cannot effectively provide her any 
assistance at all anymore for her mentally retarded child, any 
assistance anymore, and I have to sit there and say, I am sorry, 
but to that particular date, the State has made no appropriations 
to that. 
 I have had phone calls, which you all have had, many in the 
middle of the night on the recording machine, which say, you 
know, do not, you dirty so-and-so, vote for taxes. No one likes 
taxes, but the fact of the matter is, how do you respond  
to someone who comes in your office and says, I have a 
minimum-wage job; I have to get to the other side of town in 
the middle of the night and the port authority is cutting out 
services or cutting out routes; I am not going to be able to get to 
my job; what are you going to do about it? 
 So while nobody cares for tax increases, I think we have to 
search deep in our hearts to see exactly what this money will be 
appropriated for. It is easy to say you are against things or we 
do not need things when you or your family do not need them, 
when you and your relatives do not need them, when you and 
your neighbors do not need them. You know, until you need an 
ambulance, you do not really care if they exist or not, but many 
people in this Commonwealth are looking to us tonight to do 
what is right. No, I do not like tax increases; no, the businesses 
are not the bad guys; no, the other side of the aisle is not the bad 
guys; no, this side of the aisle is not the bad guys; and those 
people who have minimum-wage jobs are not the bad guys. 
 I think it is time we search our hearts and do what is right for 
the people who most often and sometimes need our assistance 
and cannot help themselves. 
 I would ask you to search your hearts this evening as we 
decide on how this legislation will go, up or down. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the 
gentleman. 
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 The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Allegheny County, 
Mr. DeLuca. 
 Mr. DeLUCA. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I was not going to rise to speak on this issue, 
but hearing the talk from the other side, I felt compelled to get 
up to answer some of the comments. 
 You know, when this Governor was elected, he was elected 
as our Governor. Whether they were Republicans or Democrats, 
he represents this Commonwealth, and he is our Governor the 
same as President Bush is our President, and when he got 
elected, Mr. Speaker, he said he wanted to move this 
Commonwealth forward; he wanted better education for our 
children. He did not hide it. He went around campaigning for it. 
 You know, when you start—  For 8 years we did not raise 
taxes. We had a $1.2 billion surplus. We squandered that 
surplus by giving tax breaks not to the individuals out there but 
to the corporate community, and we are still 47th. The average 
Joe Blow out there got nothing, but we are proud of the fact that 
we did not raise taxes. In the meantime, we shifted all that 
burden back to our local school districts, to our local 
municipalities, to our counties, and they raised the taxes, and we 
feel better because we are up here in the State and we have  
not raised your taxes. Let the local officials take the heat, the 
school boards take the heat. 
 Well, you know, Mr. Speaker, nobody wants to raise taxes. 
There is not one guy on this side of the aisle and not one person 
who is going to vote on the Republican side of the aisle that 
wants to raise taxes. In 1991, God rest his soul, the Speaker, the 
majority leader, Matthew Ryan, made the most impassioned 
speech. He said, this Commonwealth cannot go backwards; we 
need to go forwards. And the reason I remember that is because 
I was a “no” vote. I told my leadership I was a “no” vote. I took 
a lot of abuse from the leadership on being a “no” vote, and  
I turned down a lot of things being a “no” vote until the 
Honorable Matthew Ryan got up there and made his talk, and he 
made sense to me, and I changed my vote. 
 This is a great State. We need to keep it great. The easiest 
thing you can do is not raise taxes. Who wants to raise taxes? 
You know, nobody loves you for raising taxes, but the greatest 
asset we have in this Commonwealth and in this country is the 
minds of our young people. We need to educate them. You talk 
about the brain drain. Well, let me tell you, we will see more of 
the brain drain if we do not give them the quality education they 
deserve. 
 We all go out there and talk about being tough on crime. 
Seventy-eight percent of the crimes are drug related, but let us 
take the money out of drug and alcohol and put them back on 
the street, and we will have more killings, more robberies, more 
rapes, and we will feel better. 
 When they cut our mass transportation out there and people 
cannot get to work and they raise the rates, well, that is fine up 
here because we all have got cars. We have leased cars; we have 
fleet cars. We do not have to take the buses or the streetcars, but 
those poor individuals who cannot afford cars have to take mass 
transportation, and that is what keeps this Commonwealth 
going. 
 Robbing Peter to pay Paul? No, no, no. All we are doing is 
doing the right thing for the people of the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania, and I ask for an affirmative vote on this for our 
Governor and for your Governor. 
 

 And let me remind you one more thing: This is a bipartisan 
vote here. We do not control the agenda. We do not control this 
rostrum. We do not control the Senate. You control both 
Houses. You have brought up a lot of bills. This is a bipartisan 
vote here tonight, and let the public know on PCN 
(Pennsylvania Cable Network) that this is a bipartisan, 
Republican and Democratic, vote here tonight. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the 
gentleman. 
 The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Centre County, 
Mr. Herman. 
 Mr. HERMAN. Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. 
 Some earlier speakers had made some reference to the report 
recently issued by the Brookings Institution, and I had the 
opportunity recently to talk to the Secretary of the Department 
of Community and Economic Development about some of the 
results as it affects my role also as being chairman of the  
Local Government Committee and how we can do some things 
next session to try to improve the way local government 
officials operate. 
 I am not going to be voting to concur with HB 200, because 
even though this bill provides for $1 billion in new taxes,  
Mr. Speaker, it does not provide for any increase in State 
support for the Shared Municipal Services Program in DCED 
(Department of Community and Economic Development), a 
program that helps all of our local elected officials share 
resources and be more cost efficient and effective at the local 
level in providing those services which help all of us. These are 
the kinds of ideas that we need to invest in in Pennsylvania 
government. 
 The Brookings Institution’s report also concluded,  
Mr. Speaker, that the State has no vision, that the problem has 
also contributed to job loss and brain drain of its youth. The 
goal of this study was to find out why a State, that being the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, has a wealth of universities 
and spends generously on economic development but has not 
prospered even during the boom of the 1990s. 
 Mr. Speaker, even though I represent the 77th Legislative 
District and the Pennsylvania State University and some of 
them here in the State House of Representatives, I am not 
speaking parochially when I say that investment of our State’s 
resources, our State’s dollars, goes a long way to not only 
educate our youth in Pennsylvania but also provides for greater 
economic development stimulus here in Pennsylvania. These 
are the kinds of jobs through Penn State’s Research Institution, 
other major institutions of higher learning, through their 
advanced technology programs, that provide the major jobs that 
are going to ride the crest of the future, and yet, Mr. Speaker, 
despite a $1 billion tax increase in HB 200, again no new 
investment in higher education. How disappointing it is that our 
major research institutions in Pennsylvania are being 
overlooked at this time that we can help to stimulate 
Pennsylvania’s economy and likewise provide for the education 
of our youth. 
 Mr. Speaker, the Brookings Institution’s report also said that 
for 1991 to the year 2000, the average annual income of 
Pennsylvania increased 10.2 percent to $34,000, yet nationally 
it went up 13.2 percent to $36,000. Mr. Speaker, this increase in 
the personal income tax is going to adversely affect every  
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hardworking man and woman in Pennsylvania, even while their 
wages are below the national average. 
 Secondly, also the retirees are going to be paying the 
personal income tax. While inflation continues to erode their 
spending power, their purchasing power, they are not going to 
be able to keep up with it with increased taxes because they are 
out of the workforce. 
 But more importantly, Mr. Speaker, I am concerned about 
the business climate in Pennsylvania, the business climate 
where small businesses and small employers under 50 or  
100 who are those subchapter S corporations are also going to 
be paying the personal income tax and how this adversely 
affects the economy of Pennsylvania for the future. 
 Mr. Speaker, the De mocrat floor leader challenged a number 
of our members to say where cuts could be made in this year’s 
budget. I have advocated in this caucus, in the Republican 
Caucus, this year as well as last year that you really need to start 
with somebody that looks very closely at some of the 
nonpreferred appropriations of the museums. We have a 
plethora of museums across the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania and yet only a dozen or so are funded and get a 
generous State subsidy through a nonpreferred appropriation. 
Mr. Speaker, each and every one of these does or they should 
have a philanthropic foundation to support their institution, and 
moreover, the only museum in this State that should be funded 
is the one across the street, which is the State Museum of 
Pennsylvania. That is the only one that deserves Pennsylvania’s 
tax dollars. 
 I share the Democrat leader’s love for museums and of 
history and I am one who can advocate them more strongly or 
strongly in this chamber than anyone else, and yet I really feel 
that where there are cuts that can be made, we need to start at 
the hundreds of thousands of dollars that are appropriated each 
year to the museums in Pennsylvania, just a select few of them, 
Mr. Speaker. 
 Zoos are another area. I love animals, love serving with all 
you elephants and donkeys in this chamber, but, you know, 
where cuts can be made, you know, the zoos should likewise 
stay on their own, and really, I question whether they need a 
State appropriation. 
 These are just some of the few areas that we can start to 
make spending cuts for next year, and I ask the leadership and  
I ask the Appropriations Committee to take a serious look this 
year where spending cuts can be made so we can balance the 
2004-2005 State budget, Mr. Speaker. 
 Thank you. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the 
gentleman. 
 The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Lawrence County, 
Mr. LaGrotta. 
 Mr. LaGROTTA. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I am a “yes” vote. Just so everyone in the 
chamber makes no mistake about that, I am a “yes” vote. I am a 
Democrat. Neither of those two things are related, because there 
are “yes” votes who are Democrats and “no” votes who are 
Democrats, and the same for my friends and colleagues in the 
majority party. 
 I have listened to everybody tonight talk about why this is 
bad or good for Pennsylvania, and I think, Mr. Speaker—  
Could you just give me just a little bit—  Thank you.  
Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

 I think the way to solve this problem, Mr. Speaker, is to 
change the process. If we could change our House rules so that 
the revenue bill, which is where we are going to raise the 
revenue, and the spending bill, which is the bill in which we are 
going to keep our schools open, fund our hospitals, provide 
much-needed assistance for working men and women in 
Pennsylvania, if we could roll all that into one bill, then this 
would not be an issue about who the heroes are for opposing 
taxes. This would be an issue about what is best for 
Pennsylvania. 
 Mr. Speaker, with all due respect, 48 hours before Christmas, 
it is time that this House, Mr. Speaker, give the people of 
Pennsylvania a Christmas present in the form of showing some 
courage, not courage to go back home and say, I voted for taxes 
and, oh, I am so sorry; I wish I would not have done it, but 
courage in the form of saying, you elected us; we saw a need; 
we voted to pay for filling those needs. 
 If every member of this chamber who votes “no” on HB 200 
would have to vote “no” on the bills to spend the revenue that 
we are going to raise, I can promise you, Mr. Speaker, the vote 
totals on both would be radically different. 
 Forty-eight hours before Christmas, Mr. Speaker, let us give 
the people of Pennsylvania the gift that they are entitled to – 
good, responsible, accountable government. Mr. Speaker, let us 
pass the bill. Let us fund our schools, let us take care of our 
kids, and by the way, Mr. Speaker, merry Christmas. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the 
gentleman and assures the gentleman that we are moving 
towards that end. 
 The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Allegheny County, 
Mr. Mustio. 
 Mr. MUSTIO. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I stand here as a Republican saying I want this Governor to 
be the most successful Governor we have ever had in this State, 
and I do not think I got the Democratic side of the aisle’s 
attention with that, but that is a sincere comment. 
 You know, my daughter called me about 20 minutes ago and 
asked me if I was going to speak, because she is watching these 
proceedings at home, and she is 19 years old, and I said I was 
not, but she said, “Dad, this is really funny,” and she started to 
repeat some of the words and some of the mochas and how 
many mochas we bought and sold in the State of Pennsylvania, 
and I said, “It’s a little bit more serious than mochas.” And the 
majority leader on the other side of the aisle asked for some 
cuts, and I am prepared to suggest some cuts, because 
Republicans and Democrats from southwestern Pennsylvania 
have spent the last 2 months, maybe longer, working to solve 
the Pittsburgh financial crisis . So I would like to offer some 
suggestions, and I will do so quickly. 
 First of all, let us help the Governor with his education 
package. Let us take all the money that was in the budget, 
appropriated originally for 2002-2003, and put it aside; we are 
not going to touch that. Let us take the additional general debt 
obligation of $300 million and set that aside, because we want 
to make sure we match that. That leaves us about $13 billion. 
Let us cut 10 percent – 10 percent. Let us cut 10 percent;  
we are asking Pittsburgh to cut more than 12 percent. That is 
$1.3 billion. Now, we can do something with that money. 
Perhaps we can put it into the Governor’s education plan if we 
are so convinced that that is going to work. We can take a 
billion dollars and return it to the residents of Pennsylvania in 
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the form of a property tax cut or some other tax cut instead of 
waiting for gambling and having that fight. What kind of 
political fight are we going to have? How many casinos? The 
people back home do not want to hear that. They think this is 
funny. Who have they elected here? Let us get serious about the 
job and make the right decisions that you are elected to make. 
 Now, I am going to sit down and people are going to say, 
nice speech. I thought that way when I first got here, my  
6 months into the term. Maybe all of us should think back to 
when we were here 6 months and that fire that we had and the 
things that we wanted to get accomplished. But, Mr. Speaker,  
I suggest we go line by line, pulling out education and pulling 
out the debt, the additional debt that the State has incurred, 
those payments, reduce it 10 percent, return money to the 
residents of Pennsylvania, help the Governor fund his education 
program, because we all want him to be the most successful 
Governor that this State has ever had, because if he is, we all 
will be, too. But we cannot do that if we are not working 
together – that side pointing at this side; this side pointing at 
that side. That is a bunch of bunk. We did that in Pittsburgh 
because each side did not know that the other side was offering 
some compromise, some proposals, some ideas, to move the 
Pittsburgh region, southwestern Pennsylvania, forward, and I 
am encouraging all those southwestern Pennsylvania legislators 
to vote the proper way, and perhaps that means we have to 
come back again and get this worked out to meet some of the 
cuts that Mr. DeWeese wanted us to offer, and to provide the 
education funding that we need in this State. But I do not see us 
voting in southwestern Pennsylvania for a commuter tax and 
this tax increase. I think we go back to the table and do what is 
right for Pennsylvania. 
 Thank you. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the 
gentleman. 
 The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Lehigh County, 
Mr. Reichley. 
 Mr. REICHLEY. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I had also not intended to speak tonight, originally having 
introduced an amendment to address the Mcare situation, but in 
listening to some of the comments of the previous speakers, as a 
simple country lawyer I did think it was necessary to sort of 
clear the record. 
 Before the Representative from Allegheny, Mr. Mustio, there 
had been one person who came to this chamber suggesting 
budget cuts, and that was the Governor back on March 4. The 
Governor came in here suggesting ways to cut spending, as he 
had so touted that he did for the city of Philadelphia, and this 
chamber and the Senate then approved those budget cuts. I want 
to be clear to the viewers on PCN or to the general public of 
Pennsylvania that we are here in this situation because the  
$4 billion which was part of that budget, which had been 
approved by both chambers and which there was money for 
within that budget, was then vetoed and reduced – we had the 
revenue estimate reduced – an untoward amount and an 
unrealistic amount for the benefit of trying to force through a 
tax increase. And when I hear reference to a $1.8 billion deficit 
coming into the year, it reminds me of a timely Christmas story 
sort of like the ghost of the budget past, Mr. Speaker, that in fact 
there was not a $1.8 billion deficit. Governor Schweiker in 
December of last year froze $500 million worth of spending. 
Governor Rendell froze $125 million worth of spending this 

past March. So it is possible for the chief executive to reduce 
the spending on his own without the necessity of resorting to  
tax increases. 
 And if we take a look at our current budget situation, we find 
that in fact we are some $285 million ahead of that revenue 
estimate the Governor certified back in March, and by our own 
calculations we are going to be $800 million ahead of budget 
calculations by the end of this fiscal year. So when we are 
talking about the necessity for a tax increase, we must take into 
account not only the fact that we are millions of dollars ahead 
on our own budget estimate. Nobody here yet has spoken 
tonight of the $450 million of Federal aid which Pennsylvania 
received from the Federal tax cut bill, which is also to be 
calculated into what we are going to impose on taxpayers in 
Pennsylvania tonight. 
 So I think it is important we keep all those issues in mind, 
that as we go into this vote here tonight, it is not that I disagree 
necessarily; I understand the arguments that it is necessary to 
raise taxes in certain areas, but an income tax at this time is the 
wrong vehicle for that. There are other revenue measures 
composed, compiled under this legislation, which could be 
utilized to find some revenue in conjunction with the  
$450 million, but that has been ignored; instead, to place a 
burden upon the income tax is the way to raise that revenue.  
So I disagree with that. This is the wrong time. And in Lehigh 
County we have had 3,000-some people laid off from Agere. 
We have many individuals who are still struggling to be able to 
make ends meet, and to now greet them 2 days before Christmas 
with an income tax increase I think is the wrong message for 
this holiday period. 
 The Mcare tax, which has also composed a part of this 
legislation, does not solve the long-term malpractice crisis we 
have here in Pennsylvania. This is a Band-Aid measure which 
was thrust upon the legislature 6 weeks ago. So my colleagues 
and I have discussed the issue of terminating the Mcare Fund, of 
shutting it down, and of issuing publicly funded bonds to be 
able to take care of that unfunded liability. Making other people 
pay taxes to fund other people’s insurance policies is an 
incongruous message for this legislature to send to the voters of 
Pennsylvania, and I wish the members would think seriously 
about that as they are about to enter upon this vote tonight. 
There are other ways we can pursue to resolve the malpractice 
crisis. This does nothing to help us with our long-term 
malpractice issues, and instead, as I hearken back to the story of 
“A Christmas Carol,” we have the ghost of the budget future, 
which does not have any economic incentives within this bill, 
which does not have property tax reform, which does not 
resolve the telecommunications bill, which does not address our 
malpractice crisis. 
 So, Mr. Speaker, I would ask the me mbers to think seriously 
about the impact this bill will have upon their constituents, and  
I would ask for a negative vote on concurrence. Thank you. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the 
gentleman, and the Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Allegheny County, Mr. Markosek. 
 Mr. MARKOSEK. Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, in listening to the debate tonight, obviously 
there were a lot of good reasons not to vote for this particular 
bill. I listened with great intent, mostly to my colleagues on the 
other side of the aisle who read various correspondence and 
reasons from their constituents why we should not vote for this, 
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and some of those reasons I actually agree with. Some of those 
reasons, I think, have merit. However, there are many, many 
reasons why we should vote for this bill tonight. 
 For example, in this particular piece of legislation, the 
revenues are provided to solve one of the thorny, intractable 
problems that I personally have been fighting to solve for the 
last 5 or 6 years, and that is the area of mass transit. For once, 
after 5 or 6 years of seeing the mass transit funds unduly taken 
care of and the mass transit funds cut with the downfall of the 
PURTA tax (Public Utility Realty Tax Act), we now have a 
replacement for the PURTA tax, something that we had not had 
for mass transit. We now have a dedicated funding source. Plus, 
the restoration of the funds for mass transit coupled with this 
bill will help mass transit solve some of the problems that they 
have been having over the last 5 or 6 years. That has been a 
very important project for me, and I am very happy to say that 
tonight, in spite of the difficulties of voting for this bill, that 
particular problem, this bill will go a long way in solving that 
particular problem. 
 Also, any of us that have a lot of doctors in our districts,  
I happen to have a hospital in my district. We have some of the 
greatest medical centers in the entire world not too far from 
where I live in Allegheny County and in our various eastern 
suburbs of Allegheny County. We have the areas down at the 
University of Pittsburgh and in the Oakland section of 
Allegheny County, which have some of the greatest medical 
centers in the United States, and we have many, many doctors, 
many of whom live further out in the suburbs in my district, 
who have written me and have called me on the phone and have 
said, we are going to have to leave town; we are going to have 
to pull up our roots and become doctors in other States. You are 
going to have to go to West Virginia if you want to have a baby 
delivered, or you are going to have to go to Ohio to get your 
appendix out. Well, this bill raises the funds to help those 
doctors pay for their medical malpractice and the Mcare Fund. 
This bill goes a long way in solving the problem that I think all 
of us have dealt with here, and that is having our medical people 
leave our State. We can solve that problem here tonight with 
what is in this bill. 
 Also, this will help to keep our schools open. As we know, 
we have heard a lot of people and we have heard a lot of school 
districts that have said they are going to have to shut their doors 
come the 1st of the year. Now, think about that for a second. 
You are going to have people that are working for a living that 
have to stay home to watch their two or three kids, to take care 
of them, because we the legislature have not done our job in 
passing a budget in a timely fashion to keep the schools open. 
To me, that is a dereliction of our duties, and the reason that we 
have not done it until now is because there have been revenue 
issues on the table that we could not agree on, and it is going to 
take some courage tonight to get that revenue agreement 
through so that we can keep our schools open so that working 
men and women do not have to miss a day of work to stay home 
to watch their kids and take care of their kids when the schools 
shut down. 
 And finally, I think the best reason for voting for this is it 
makes us for once this year look good. The legislature has not 
looked good up until now, and that is a pox on all of our houses. 
Whether you are for this bill or you are not, I think we all agree 
that people are out there saying, do your job, and you are not  
 

doing your job and you have been derelict in your duty, and we 
can end that tonight by passing this bill. 
 I recommend an affirmative vote, Mr. Speaker. Thank you. 

THE SPEAKER (JOHN M. PERZEL) 
PRESIDING 

 The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 
 The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Philadelphia,  
Mr. Evans. 
 Mr. D. EVANS. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, when Governor Rendell came before the 
House, I think it was sometime in the month of March, he 
indicated that he did not want to point fingers. He said during 
that time that he recognized that we had a problem, and he said 
during that time that he did not want to blame the previous 
Governor nor did he want to blame the party that was in charge 
of the House and the Senate, but that he knew we had a problem 
and he wanted to address it. And one of the things I would like 
to do, Mr. Speaker, because I cannot recall what the 
gentleman’s name is who stood up and made some statements 
about the issue regarding the question around the structural 
deficit, what I would like to do, Mr. Speaker, if you would 
allow me just a little bit of order, if I could just get a little bit of 
order, Mr. Speaker, I would like to just read off very 
specifically exactly what we define as the structural deficit. We 
defined a number of items. The first item, Mr. Speaker, is the 
issue around the Federal fiscal relief money. That is the money, 
as you know, that came from Washington, DC, and we are 
expending in the ballpark of $450 million. That is one-time 
spending. Number two, Mr. Speaker, we had a surplus that 
came over from ’03, and that was in the ballpark of  
$279 million. Number three, Mr. Speaker, was the escheats, 
which is $153 million. Number four, Mr. Speaker, was the  
IGT (intergovernmental transfer) reserves, which is in the 
ballpark of $250 million. Number five, Mr. Speaker, is the 
annual IGT funding, which is $675 million. The Rainy Day 
Fund, Mr. Speaker, you remember that Rainy Day Fund? About 
a year ago we used over $800 to $900 million. We are using  
$69 million of the Rainy Day Fund, meaning that the bank 
account is broke. That adds up, Mr. Speaker: $1.8 billion –   
$1.8 billion. Now, Mr. Speaker, these are not numbers that we 
are making up. I would love for anyone to debate or refute the 
numbers that I have just read off, because these numbers,  
Mr. Speaker, are the numbers that you could talk to your side of 
the aisle, we could talk to the Governor, we could talk to the 
Senate – $1.8 billion. That is the issue that is raised around the 
question of one-time spending, and that is the issue that we 
have. 
 The second thing I want to point out to you, Mr. Speaker, is 
the Governor in his speech on his proposed budget 
recommended $1.6 billion in cuts; $1.6 billion in cuts is what 
the Governor recommended. In terms of the cuts that he 
recommends, Mr. Speaker, a couple of the issues that are the 
largest problems in the budget: First and foremost is the  
MA (medical assistance) programs, which raise between  
$800 million to a billion dollars next year. That is the MA 
programs. The second issue, Mr. Speaker, is the labor 
settlement agreement, which was the contract that was 
negotiated with State workers. The other issue, Mr. Speaker, 
though we somewhat addressed it, is the question around the 
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retirement fund, and you will recall we addressed that and we 
spread it out, but the reality of it is, that, too, is an issue. So the 
MA, the retirement program, the labor settlement: all those are 
issues, Mr. Speaker, that we have to deal with. Those are not 
issues we can sweep up under the rug any longer. 
 Let us talk about exactly what we are attempting to do here 
this evening. What we are attempting to do here this evening is 
basically in the range of $800 million to a billion dollars in 
additional revenue, and in terms of that additional revenue, what 
are we attempting to do? One of the first things we are 
attempting to do is to put up like $500 million in restorations. 
Whereas I said to you the Governor did $1.6 billion in cuts, we 
are trying to do in the ballpark of $500 million. 
 In addition to that, Mr. Speaker, we are talking about 
education, additional spending in the ballpark of $224 million. 
What we did, Mr. Speaker, is we moved back the Governor’s 
spending, not in this year, in the block grant until the next year’s 
budget. We are only talking about a certain amount of money in 
this year’s budget. So what we were  attempting to do is  
balance the budget this year and next year. The reality of it,  
Mr. Speaker, is that in terms of trying to balance this budget, 
that we did need some additional revenue. So with some 
additional revenue, with some growth, and with some reduction 
in spending, because even with these suggestions that we are 
mentioning, we are still going to have some more reduction in 
spending; we are still going to need some more reduction in 
spending. And one of the issues that the Governor stood up with 
was the issue about that he did not want to see a reduction in 
education, that he did not want to see a reduction in education, 
because as we know, a reduction in education puts more 
pressure on our local school districts, and more pressure on our 
local school districts 9 times out of 10, you know exactly what 
happens in that respect. 
 So the issues I have put forth I wanted to put forth because  
I think it is important that people understand that we deal with 
the same numbers. These numbers, these numbers, your 
Appropriations Committee has these same numbers, the Senate 
Appropriations Committee has these same numbers, that we 
have a problem, and no one can refute that the fact of the matter 
is that we have used one-time spending. Remember something: 
Both parties have used one-time spending. Democratic and 
Republican Governors have used one-time spending. So here 
we are today. So we need not deny the fact that we have used an 
awful lot of one-time spending, and we have continued to 
perpetuate and push this problem year and year and year and not 
face up to what we have to do. Now we got a chance to begin to 
face up to it. Even though we are doing what we are doing 
today, this is not going to solve the problem. There is going to 
have to be more reduction in spending. And even though I am 
hearing, even though I am hearing all these various ideas about 
spending, Pennsylvania still has one of the lowest, lowest 
amounts of State workers in the United States; as a matter of 
fact, 48th, 49th in terms of the number of State workers. So 
every time we talk about reducing that line item of government, 
the fact of the matter is, we are at rock bottom with the number 
of State employees that we have. 
 So I understand about politics; I understand the aspect about 
people want to do one-upsmanship, but when you have been 
around here a little while, and Governor Thornburgh back in 
1982, Governor Thornburgh faced a similar problem, and there 
were people from this side of the aisle who formed the alliance 

with Governor Thornburgh. Governor Casey, Governor Casey 
in 1991, it was people from that side of the aisle that worked 
with people on this side of the aisle. So Governor Thornburgh, 
Governor Casey, Governor Schweiker, let us be clear: 
Schweiker, Thornburgh, Casey. We all had to figure out some 
way how we solve the problem. No single party by themselves 
can solve the problem without some kind of bipartisan effort.  
So I understand the speeches and I understand the comments 
about we are just going to grow our way out of this particular 
problem, and I wish it was that way we could grow our way out 
of this particular problem, but the reality of it is, just singly 
talking about growing will not magically solve the structural 
problems that we have. 
 So, Mr. Speaker, Mr. Speaker, I have, I think, laid out very 
specific – and you know I like to do show-and-tell – I am going 
to show you again on this paper, here is the list; here is the list.  
I would like to show anybody the list. If you have any question 
about the expenditures of the dollars, it is very clear; it is on this 
list. The Federal relief money is one time. That is one time. The 
IGTs, we are ending the IGTs. So it is clear that we do not have 
the money. We have got to make a choice, and the Governor, 
this Governor, reduced spending by $1.6 billion. Now, there are 
some of us who do not think he should have reduced that as 
much as he did. There are some of us who think we should do 
something for mass transit. There are some of us who think we 
should do something for libraries. There are some of us who 
think we should do something for mental health. There are some 
of us who think we should do something for drug and alcohol. 
There are some of us who think there should be some kind of 
investment in education. No, we did not get all that we think 
should be there, but we think that something should be done, 
and we should not retreat from those constituencies. They also 
live in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 
 So it is clear to me, Mr. Speaker, that in spite of all the 
speeches that have been made, no one has figured out how we 
address in a very specific way $1.8 billion. And I can tell you, 
you can go down those line items, and I have been through 
those line items. You cannot get enough money and enough cuts 
through those line items, because the areas you are going to 
have to begin to cut are prisons, $1 billion. You are going to 
have to cut prisons. You are going to have to cut education. You 
are going to have to cut health and human services. Those are 
the areas you are going to have to cut if you want to begin to 
reduce $1.8 billion. You are going to have to cut the prison 
budget. You are going to have to cut the health and welfare 
budget. You are going to have to cut the education budget. That 
is exactly where the large sums of money are.  The large sums of 
money are in those areas. That is where the large sums of 
money are. 
 So, Mr. Speaker, you know, I hear people saying these  
kinds of things about, I can figure this out, but, you know, 
Governor Thornburgh, Governor Casey, Governor Schweiker, 
all of them have been through here. All of them have been 
through here. All of them at one time or another have been 
through here. And we had Democrats in charge and Republicans 
in charge and everybody said they can figure it out, but when 
the economy slows down, as it has been on the slowdown, and 
we are not spending, we are not spending, when, you know, 
there is controllable and uncontrollable spending, and there are 
things that are mandated – mandated by the Federal 
government, mandated by court decisions – there are decisions 
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that have been mandated. You cannot deny there are certain 
decisions that have been mandated, and we have a 
responsibility. Now, unless we plan on trying to undo Federal 
mandates, unless we plan on trying to undo court decisions, the 
reality of it is, we have to address these issues. 
 So, Mr. Speaker, I understand politics and I understand  
one-upsmanship, but what I would hope really sincerely, that it 
is one thing for people to say it, but I wonder if you really 
believe those comments you are making. I wonder if you 
believe that you think magically you can go through this budget 
and suddenly eliminate $1.8 billion. I am telling you, I would 
love any individual, and I have been chairman of the 
Appropriations Committee for 13 years and I have been on the 
Appropriations Committee since 1982, so I have seen a lot of 
people come through and I have heard a lot of people tell me 
what they think they can do. Look at that budget and understand 
that budget, because if you begin to start talking about some of 
those cuts, I am going to tell you, it is going to create some 
pain, and when you start talking about that billion dollars in the 
prison budget, where if you got a prison in your area and it has 
to be operated, you know, every time we build one of those 
prisons, we got to spend $100 million to operate one of those 
prisons – $100 million to operate a prison. I do not think you 
want to talk about eliminating prisons. I do not think you want 
to talk about laying off the workers in there. I do not think you 
want to talk about letting people out of prison. I do not think 
you want to talk about that. 
 Again, Mr. Speaker, I hope you will concur and support  
HB 200. 
 Thank you very much. 
 The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 
 The Chair sees no other members who wish to speak on this 
issue. 
 

BILL PASSED OVER TEMPORARILY 
 
 The SPEAKER. The Chair will temporarily go over HB 200. 
 When the Chair returns to HB 200, it will go for an 
immediate vote before the membership at that point and that 
time. 
 At this time, the House is at ease. 
 
 The House will come to order. 

CONSIDERATION OF HB 200 CONTINUED 

 The SPEAKER. The House has immediately before it  
HB 200, PN 3160. 
 
 On the question recurring, 
 Will the House concur in Senate amendments to House 
amendments to Senate amendments? 
 The SPEAKER. Agreeable to the provisions of the 
Constitution, the yeas and nays will now be taken. 
 
 The following roll call was recorded: 
 
 YEAS–104 
 
Adolph Eachus Manderino Schroder 
Allen Evans, D. Mann Scrimenti 
Argall Fabrizio Markosek Smith, S. H. 

Barrar Feese McCall Solobay 
Bebko-Jones Flick McGeehan Staback 
Belardi Frankel McIlhinney Steil 
Belfanti Freeman Melio Stetler 
Bishop Gannon Micozzie Sturla 
Blaum George Mundy Surra 
Butkovitz Gergely Myers Taylor, E. Z. 
Buxton Godshall Nickol Taylor, J. 
Caltagirone Hanna O’Brien Thomas 
Cappelli Harhai Oliver Tigue 
Cawley Horsey Petrone Veon 
Civera James Phillips Walko 
Clymer Josephs Pistella Wansacz 
Cohen Keller Raymond Washington 
Corrigan Kenney Readshaw Waters 
Coy Killion Rieger Wheatley 
Cruz Kirkland Roebuck Williams 
Curry Kotik Rooney Wright 
Daley LaGrotta Ross Youngblood 
DeLuca Laughlin Rubley Yudichak 
Dermody Leach Ruffing 
DeWeese Lederer Samuelson 
DiGirolamo Levdansky Santoni Perzel, 
Donatucci Lynch      Speaker 
 
 NAYS–89 
 
Armstrong Fichter Mackereth Sainato 
Baker Forcier Maher Sather 
Baldwin Gabig Maitland Saylor 
Bard Geist Major Scavello 
Bastian Gillespie Marsico Semmel 
Benninghoff Gingrich McGill Shaner 
Birmelin Good McIlhattan Stairs 
Boyd Habay McNaughton Stern 
Browne Haluska Metcalfe Stevenson, R. 
Bunt Harhart Miller, R. Stevenson, T. 
Casorio Harper Miller, S. Tangretti 
Causer Harris Mustio Travaglio  
Coleman Hasay Nailor True 
Costa Hennessey O’Neill Turzai 
Crahalla Herman Payne Vance 
Creighton Hershey Petrarca Vitali 
Dailey Hess Petri Watson 
Dally Hickernell Pickett Weber 
Denlinger Hutchinson Reed Wilt  
Diven Leh Reichley Wojnaroski 
Egolf Lescovitz Roberts Yewcic 
Evans, J. Lewis Rohrer Zug 
Fairchild 
 
 NOT VOTING–7 
 
Biancucci Goodman Gruitza Preston 
Fleagle Grucela Pallone 
 
 EXCUSED–2 
 
Cornell Smith, B. 
 
 
 The majority required by the Constitution having voted in 
the affirmative, the question was determined in the affirmative 
and the amendments to House amendments to Senate 
amendments were concurred in. 
 Ordered, That the clerk inform the Senate accordingly. 

BILL SIGNED BY SPEAKER 

 Bill numbered and entitled as follows having been prepared 
for presentation to the Governor, and the same being correct, the 
title was publicly read as follows: 



2003 LEGISLATIVE JOURNAL—HOUSE 2575 

 HB 200, PN 3160 
 

An Act amending the act of March 4, 1971 (P.L.6, No.2), known 
as the Tax Reform Code of 1971, further providing, in sales and use 
tax, for definitions, for exclusions, for credits, for licenses and for 
transfers to Public Transportation Assistance Fund; further providing, 
in personal income tax, for definitions, for imposition, for special tax 
provisions for poverty, for returns and liability and for returns and 
records; further providing, in corporate net income tax, for definitions 
and for interests in unincorporated entities; providing, in corporate net 
income tax, for additional withholding requirements; further providing, 
in capital stock franchise tax, for definitions and reports, for imposition 
and for expiration; further providing, in utilities gross receipts tax, for 
imposition; further providing, in public utility realty tax, for 
surcharges; providing, in public utility realty tax, for additional tax; 
further providing, in cigarette tax, for incidence and rate of tax, for 
floor tax, for stamp to evidence the tax and for commissions on sales; 
establishing, in relation to cigarette tax, the Health Care Provider 
Retention Account; further providing, in research and development tax 
credit, for carryover, for limitations and for reports; further providing, 
in malt beverage tax, for limited tax credits; further providing, in 
inheritance tax, for definitions, for exempt transfers, for estate tax and 
for estate tax returns; further providing for the Public Transportation 
Assistance Fund and providing for its administration; further providing 
for estimated tax and for underpayment of estimated tax; providing for 
authority to attach wages; and repealing provisions relating to the 
Public Transportation Assistance Fund.  
 
 Whereupon, the Speaker, in the presence of the House, 
signed the same. 

SUPPLEMENTAL CALENDAR B 
 

BILL ON CONCURRENCE 
IN SENATE AMENDMENTS 

 The House proceeded to consideration of concurrence in 
Senate amendments to HB 1374, PN 3142, entitled: 
 

A Supplement to the act of April 1, 1863 (P.L.213, No.227), 
entitled “An act to accept the grant of Public Lands, by the  
United States, to the several states, for the endowment of Agricultural 
Colleges,” making appropriations for carrying the same into effect; and 
providing for a basis for payments of such appropriations, for a method 
of accounting for the funds appropriated and for certain fiscal 
information disclosure.  
 
 On the question, 
 Will the House concur in Senate amendments? 
 
 The SPEAKER. It is moved by the gentleman, Mr. Argall, 
that the House concur in the amendments inserted by the 
Senate. 
 The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Northampton,  
Mr. Grucela. 
 Mr. GRUCELA. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Is it appropriate at this time to correct the record? 
 The SPEAKER. When we are finished with the bill, it would 
be appropriate. Once we are done with the bill, it would be 
appropriate to stand and ask for that. We are right now on  
HB 1374 on concurrence. 
 Mr. GRUCELA. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 The SPEAKER. If anyone has anything they would like to 
say on that. 
 
 On the question recurring, 
 Will the House concur in Senate amendments? 

 The SPEAKER. Agreeable to the provisions of the 
Constitution, the yeas and nays will now be taken. 
 
 The following roll call was recorded: 
 
 YEAS–182 
 
Adolph Fabrizio Lynch Sainato 
Allen Fairchild Mackereth Samuelson 
Argall Feese Maher Santoni 
Armstrong Fichter Maitland Sather 
Baker Fleagle Major Saylor 
Baldwin Flick Manderino Schroder 
Bard Forcier Mann Scrimenti 
Barrar Frankel Markosek Semmel 
Bebko-Jones Freeman Marsico Shaner 
Belardi Gannon McCall Smith, S. H. 
Belfanti Geist McGeehan Solobay 
Benninghoff George McGill Staback 
Biancucci Gergely McIlhattan Stairs 
Bishop Gillespie McIlhinney Steil 
Blaum Gingrich McNaughton Stern 
Boyd Godshall Melio Stetler 
Browne Good Micozzie Stevenson, T. 
Bunt Goodman Miller, R. Sturla 
Butkovitz Gruitza Mundy Surra 
Buxton Habay Mustio Tangretti 
Caltagirone Hanna Myers Taylor, E. Z. 
Cappelli Harhai Nailor Taylor, J. 
Casorio Harhart Nickol Thomas 
Causer Harper O’Brien Tigue 
Cawley Harris Oliver Travaglio  
Civera Hasay O’Neill True 
Clymer Hennessey Pallone Vance 
Cohen Herman Payne Veon 
Corrigan Hershey Petrarca Vitali 
Costa Hess Petri Walko 
Coy Hickernell Petrone Wansacz 
Crahalla Horsey Phillips Washington 
Cruz Hutchinson Pickett Waters 
Curry James Pistella Watson 
Dailey Josephs Preston Weber 
Daley Keller Raymond Wheatley 
Dally Kenney Readshaw Williams 
DeLuca Killion Reed Wilt  
Dermody Kirkland Reichley Wojnaroski 
DeWeese Kotik Rieger Wright 
DiGirolamo LaGrotta Roberts Youngblood 
Diven Laughlin Roebuck Yudichak 
Donatucci Leach Rooney Zug 
Eachus Lederer Ross 
Evans, D. Lescovitz Rubley Perzel, 
Evans, J. Levdansky Ruffing     Speaker 
 
 NAYS–18 
 
Bastian Egolf Lewis Scavello 
Birmelin Gabig Metcalfe Stevenson, R. 
Coleman Grucela Miller, S. Turzai 
Creighton Haluska Rohrer Yewcic 
Denlinger Leh 
 
 NOT VOTING–0 
 
 EXCUSED–2 
 
Cornell Smith, B. 
 
 The two-thirds majority required by the Constitution having 
voted in the affirmative, the question was determined in the 
affirmative and the amendments were concurred in. 
 Ordered, That the clerk inform the Senate accordingly. 
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VOTE CORRECTIONS 

 The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the gentleman,  
Mr. Grucela. 
 Mr. GRUCELA. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would like to rise to correct the record on— 
 The SPEAKER. The gentleman is in order. 
 Mr. GRUCELA. —I believe it was HB 200. 
 The SPEAKER. HB 200, yes. 
 Mr. GRUCELA. Yes. My button malfunctioned, and I was 
not recorded at all. I would like to be recorded in the negative. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. The 
gentleman’s remarks will be spread across the record. 
 Any other corrections? Mr. Pallone. 
 Mr. PALLONE. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I stand to correct the record. 
 On HB 200 my button malfunctioned, and I am not recorded 
as voting. I wanted to be recorded in the negative. 
 The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 
 Mr. PALLONE. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 The SPEAKER. The gentleman’s remarks will be spread 
across the record. 
 The gentleman, Mr. Preston. 
 Mr. PRESTON. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 My button malfunctioned on HB 200. I would like to be 
recorded in the affirmative. 
 The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. The 
gentleman’s remarks will be spread across the record. 
 Mr. Biancucci. 
 Mr. BIANCUCCI. Mr. Speaker, on HB 200 I would like to 
be recorded in the affirmative. 
 The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. The 
gentleman’s remarks will be spread across the record. 
 Mr. Fleagle. The Chair recognizes the gentleman,  
Mr. Fleagle. 
 Mr. FLEAGLE. My switch malfunctioned. I would like to be 
recorded in the negative, Mr. Speaker. 
 Thank you. 
 The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. The 
gentleman’s remarks will be spread across the record. 
 Mr. Diven. 
 Mr. DIVEN. Mr. Speaker, I would like to correct the record. 
 The SPEAKER. The gentleman is in order. 
 Mr. DIVEN. On HB 200 my switch malfunctioned. I wanted 
to be recorded in the affirmative. 
 The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. The 
gentleman’s remarks will be spread across the record. 
 Mr. Goodman. 
 Mr. GOODMAN. Mr. Speaker, on HB 200 I would like to be 
recorded in the negative. 
 The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. The 
gentleman’s remarks will be spread across the record. 
 Does anyone else wish to correct the record? The gentleman, 
Mr. Armstrong. 
 Mr. ARMSTRONG. Mr. Speaker, on HB 1279 I wish to be 
recorded in the negative. 
 The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. The 
gentleman’s remarks will be spread across the record. 
 Mr. ARMSTRONG. Thank you. 
 

 The SPEAKER. Are there any other corrections of the 
record? 

REMARKS SUBMITTED FOR THE RECORD 

 The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the gentleman,  
Mr. Hanna. 
 Mr. HANNA. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I do not wish to correct the record, but I would like to submit 
some comments for the record. 
 The SPEAKER. The gentleman is in order. His remarks will 
be spread across the record. 
 Thank you. 
 
 Mr. HANNA submitted the following remarks for the 
Legislative Journal: 
 
 I will reluctantly support the Republican tax increase proposal 
forced on us by the Senate leaders because I refuse to hold our 
children’s education hostage any longer. However, we need to ensure 
that our promises for a property tax reduction are fulfilled. That is why 
I am voting “no” on all the southeastern Pennsylvania nonpreferred 
appropriations, so that the gentleman from Philadelphia who is holding 
up property tax reduction understands that this budget is not fully and 
finally resolved and will not be until we get property tax reduction. 

BILLS ON CONCURRENCE 
IN SENATE AMENDMENTS 

 The House proceeded to consideration of concurrence in 
Senate amendments to HB 1375, PN 3143, entitled: 
 

A Supplement to the act of July 28, 1966 (3rd Sp.Sess., P.L.87, 
No.3), entitled “An act providing for the establishment and operation of 
the University of Pittsburgh as an instrumentality of the 
Commonwealth to serve as a State-related university in the higher 
education system of the Commonwealth; providing for change of 
name; providing for the composition of the board of trustees; terms of 
trustees, and the power and duties of such trustees; authorizing 
appropriations in amounts to be fixed annually by the General 
Assembly; providing for the auditing of accounts of expenditures from 
said appropriations; providing for public support and capital 
improvements; authorizing the issuance of bonds exempt from taxation 
within the Commonwealth; requiring the chancellor to make an annual 
report of the operations of the University of Pittsburgh,” making 
appropriations for carrying the same into effect; providing for a basis 
for payments of such appropriations; and providing a method of 
accounting for the funds appropriated and for certain fiscal information 
disclosure.  
 
 On the question, 
 Will the House concur in Senate amendments? 
 
 The SPEAKER. It is moved by the gentleman, Mr. Argall, 
that the House do concur in the amendments inserted by the 
Senate. 
 
 On the question recurring, 
 Will the House concur in Senate amendments? 
 The SPEAKER. Agreeable to the provisions of the 
Constitution, the yeas and nays will now be taken. 
 
 The following roll call was recorded: 
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 YEAS–184 
 
Adolph Feese Maher Sather 
Allen Fichter Maitland Saylor 
Argall Fleagle Major Schroder 
Baker Flick Manderino Scrimenti 
Baldwin Forcier Mann Semmel 
Bard Frankel Markosek Shaner 
Barrar Freeman Marsico Smith, S. H. 
Bebko-Jones Gabig McCall Solobay 
Belardi Gannon McGeehan Staback 
Belfanti Geist McGill Stairs 
Benninghoff Gergely McIlhattan Steil 
Biancucci Gillespie McIlhinney Stern 
Bishop Gingrich McNaughton Stetler 
Blaum Godshall Melio Stevenson, R. 
Boyd Good Micozzie Stevenson, T. 
Browne Goodman Miller, R. Sturla 
Bunt Grucela Mundy Surra 
Butkovitz Gruitza Mustio Tangretti 
Buxton Habay Myers Taylor, E. Z. 
Caltagirone Hanna Nailor Taylor, J. 
Cappelli Harhai Nickol Thomas 
Casorio Harhart O’Brien Tigue 
Causer Harper Oliver Travaglio  
Cawley Harris O’Neill True 
Civera Hasay Pallone Turzai 
Clymer Hennessey Payne Vance 
Cohen Herman Petri Veon 
Corrigan Hershey Petrone Vitali 
Costa Hess Phillips Walko 
Coy Hickernell Pickett Wansacz 
Crahalla Horsey Pistella Washington 
Cruz Hutchinson Preston Waters 
Curry James Raymond Watson 
Dailey Josephs Readshaw Weber 
Daley Keller Reed Wheatley 
Dally Kenney Reichley Williams 
DeLuca Killion Rieger Wilt  
Dermody Kirkland Roberts Wojnaroski 
DeWeese Kotik Roebuck Wright 
DiGirolamo LaGrotta Rooney Yewcic 
Diven Laughlin Ross Youngblood 
Donatucci Leach Rubley Yudichak 
Eachus Lederer Ruffing Zug 
Evans, D. Lescovitz Sainato 
Evans, J. Levdansky Samuelson 
Fabrizio Lynch Santoni Perzel, 
Fairchild Mackereth      Speaker 
 
 
 NAYS–16 
 
Armstrong Creighton Haluska Miller, S. 
Bastian Denlinger Leh Petrarca 
Birmelin Egolf Lewis Rohrer 
Coleman George Metcalfe Scavello 
 
 
 NOT VOTING–0 
 
 
 EXCUSED–2 
 
Cornell Smith, B. 
 
 
 The two-thirds majority required by the Constitution having 
voted in the affirmative, the question was determined in the 
affirmative and the amendments were concurred in. 
 Ordered, That the clerk inform the Senate accordingly. 
 

* * * 
 
 The House proceeded to consideration of concurrence in 
Senate amendments to HB 1376, PN 3149, entitled: 
 

A Supplement to the act of November 30, 1965 (P.L.843, No.355), 
entitled “An act providing for the establishment and operation of 
Temple University as an instrumentality of the Commonwealth to serve 
as a State-related university in the higher education system of the 
Commonwealth; providing for change of name; providing for the 
composition of the board of trustees; terms of trustees, and the power 
and duties of such trustees; providing for preference to Pennsylvania 
residents in tuition; providing for public support and capital 
improvements; authorizing appropriations in amounts to be fixed 
annually by the General Assembly; providing for the auditing of 
accounts of expenditures from said appropriations; authorizing the 
issuance of bonds exempt from taxation within the Commonwealth; 
requiring the President to make an annual report of the operations of 
Temple University,” making appropriations for carrying the same into 
effect; providing for a basis for payments of such appropriations; and 
providing a method of accounting for the funds appropriated and for 
certain fiscal information disclosure.  
 
 On the question, 
 Will the House concur in Senate amendments? 
 
 The SPEAKER. It is moved by the gentleman, Mr. Argall, 
that the House concur in the amendments inserted by the 
Senate. 
 The Chair recognizes the gentleman, Mr. Hanna. 
 Mr. HANNA. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Reluctantly, Mr. Speaker, I stand to ask for a “no” vote on 
the balance of the nonpreferred appropriation bills, 1376 and 
those that follow. It is my concern that we are not delivering 
property tax relief tonight, and I believe we need to send a 
message to the Senate and to the Governor’s Office that this 
budget is not done, and I believe the only way we can do that is 
to vote “no” on the balance of these nonpreferreds. So I stand 
now to ask all of my colleagues on both sides of the aisle to vote 
“no” on this nonpreferred bill and all of those that follow. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 The SPEAKER. Mr. Hanna, I apologize. Did you mean you 
were for the first two and against all the rest? Is that right? 
 Mr. HANNA. No, Mr. Speaker. HB 1376 and those that 
follow. 
 The SPEAKER. So you were okay on 1374 and 75? Is that 
correct? 
 Mr. HANNA. That is on the record, Mr. Speaker. 
 The SPEAKER. All right. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 
 
 On the question recurring, 
 Will the House concur in Senate amendments? 
 The SPEAKER. Agreeable to the provisions of the 
Constitution, the yeas and nays will now be taken. 
 
 The following roll call was recorded: 
 
 YEAS–176 
 
Adolph Fairchild Levdansky Sainato 
Allen Feese Lynch Samuelson 
Argall Fichter Mackereth Santoni 
Baker Fleagle Maher Sather 
Baldwin Flick Maitland Saylor 
Bard Forcier Major Schroder 
Barrar Frankel Manderino Scrimenti 
Bebko-Jones Freeman Mann Semmel 
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Belardi Gabig Markosek Shaner 
Belfanti Gannon Marsico Smith, S. H. 
Benninghoff Geist McCall Staback 
Biancucci George McGeehan Stairs 
Bishop Gergely McGill Steil 
Blaum Gillespie McIlhinney Stern 
Boyd Gingrich McNaughton Stetler 
Browne Godshall Melio Stevenson, T. 
Bunt Good Micozzie Sturla 
Butkovitz Goodman Miller, R. Tangretti 
Buxton Grucela Mundy Taylor, E. Z. 
Caltagirone Gruitza Mustio Taylor, J. 
Cappelli Habay Myers Thomas 
Casorio Harhai Nailor Tigue 
Causer Harhart Nickol Travaglio  
Cawley Harper O’Brien True 
Civera Harris Oliver Vance 
Clymer Hasay O’Neill Veon 
Cohen Hennessey Pallone Vitali 
Corrigan Herman Payne Walko 
Costa Hershey Petri Wansacz 
Coy Hess Petrone Washington 
Crahalla Hickernell Phillips Waters 
Cruz Horsey Pickett Watson 
Curry Hutchinson Pistella Weber 
Dailey James Preston Wheatley 
Dally Josephs Raymond Williams 
DeLuca Keller Readshaw Wojnaroski 
Dermody Kenney Reichley Wright 
DeWeese Killion Rieger Yewcic 
DiGirolamo Kirkland Roberts Youngblood 
Diven Kotik Roebuck Yudichak 
Donatucci LaGrotta Rooney Zug 
Eachus Laughlin Ross 
Evans, D. Leach Rubley 
Evans, J. Lederer Ruffing Perzel, 
Fabrizio Lescovitz      Speaker 
 
 NAYS–24 
 
Armstrong Denlinger McIlhattan Scavello 
Bastian Egolf Metcalfe Solobay 
Birmelin Haluska Miller, S. Stevenson, R. 
Coleman Hanna Petrarca Surra 
Creighton Leh Reed Turzai 
Daley Lewis Rohrer Wilt  
 
 NOT VOTING–0 
 
 EXCUSED–2 
 
Cornell Smith, B. 
 
 
 The two-thirds majority required by the Constitution having 
voted in the affirmative, the question was determined in the 
affirmative and the amendments were concurred in. 
 Ordered, That the clerk inform the Senate accordingly. 
 

* * * 
 
 The House proceeded to consideration of concurrence in 
Senate amendments to HB 1377, PN 3144, entitled: 
 

A Supplement to the act of July 7, 1972 (P.L.743, No.176), 
entitled “An act providing for the establishment and operation of 
Lincoln University as an instrumentality of the Commonwealth to 
serve as a State-related institution in the higher education system of the 
Commonwealth; providing for change of name; providing for the 
composition of the board of trustees; terms of trustees, and the power 
and duties of such trustees; providing for preference to Pennsylvania 
residents in tuition; authorizing an appropriation in amounts to be fixed 

annually by the General Assembly; providing for the auditing of 
accounts of expenditures from said appropriations; providing for public 
support and capital improvements; authorizing the issuance of bonds 
exempt from taxation within the Commonwealth; requiring the 
President to make an annual report of the operations of  
Lincoln University,” making an appropriation for carrying the same 
into effect; providing for a basis for payments of the appropriation; and 
providing a method of accounting for the funds appropriated and for 
certain fiscal information disclosure.  
 
 On the question, 
 Will the House concur in Senate amendments? 
 
 The SPEAKER. It is moved by the gentleman, Mr. Argall, 
that the House do concur in the amendments inserted by the 
Senate. 
 
 On the question recurring, 
 Will the House concur in Senate amendments? 
 The SPEAKER. Agreeable to the provisions of the 
Constitution, the yeas and nays will now be taken. 
 
 The following roll call was recorded: 
 
 YEAS–176 
 
Adolph Feese Lynch Sainato 
Allen Fichter Mackereth Samuelson 
Argall Fleagle Maher Santoni 
Baker Flick Maitland Sather 
Baldwin Forcier Major Saylor 
Bard Frankel Manderino Schroder 
Barrar Freeman Mann Scrimenti 
Bebko-Jones Gabig Markosek Semmel 
Belardi Gannon Marsico Shaner 
Belfanti Geist McCall Smith, S. H. 
Biancucci George McGeehan Staback 
Bishop Gergely McGill Stairs 
Blaum Gillespie McIlhinney Steil 
Boyd Gingrich McNaughton Stern 
Browne Godshall Melio Stetler 
Bunt Good Micozzie Stevenson, T. 
Butkovitz Goodman Miller, R. Sturla 
Buxton Grucela Mundy Tangretti 
Caltagirone Gruitza Mustio Taylor, E. Z. 
Cappelli Habay Myers Taylor, J. 
Casorio Harhai Nailor Thomas 
Causer Harhart Nickol Tigue 
Cawley Harper O’Brien Travaglio  
Civera Harris Oliver True 
Clymer Hasay O’Neill Vance 
Cohen Hennessey Pallone Veon 
Corrigan Herman Payne Vitali 
Costa Hershey Petrarca Walko 
Coy Hess Petri Wansacz 
Crahalla Hickernell Petrone Washington 
Cruz Horsey Phillips Waters 
Curry Hutchinson Pickett Watson 
Dailey James Pistella Weber 
Dally Josephs Preston Wheatley 
DeLuca Keller Raymond Williams 
Dermody Kenney Readshaw Wojnaroski 
DeWeese Killion Reichley Wright 
DiGirolamo Kirkland Rieger Yewcic 
Diven Kotik Roberts Youngblood 
Donatucci LaGrotta Roebuck Yudichak 
Eachus Laughlin Rooney Zug 
Evans, D. Leach Ross 
Evans, J. Lederer Rubley 
Fabrizio Lescovitz Ruffing Perzel, 
Fairchild Levdansky      Speaker 
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 NAYS–24 
 
Armstrong Daley Lewis Scavello 
Bastian Denlinger McIlhattan Solobay 
Benninghoff Egolf Metcalfe Stevenson, R. 
Birmelin Haluska Miller, S. Surra 
Coleman Hanna Reed Turzai 
Creighton Leh Rohrer Wilt  
 
 NOT VOTING–0 
 
 EXCUSED–2 
 
Cornell Smith, B. 
 
 
 The two-thirds majority required by the Constitution having 
voted in the affirmative, the question was determined in the 
affirmative and the amendments were concurred in. 
 Ordered, That the clerk inform the Senate accordingly. 
 

* * * 
 
 The House proceeded to consideration of concurrence in 
Senate amendments to HB 1378, PN 3150, entitled: 
 

An Act making an appropriation to the Trustees of Drexel 
University, Philadelphia.  
 
 On the question, 
 Will the House concur in Senate amendments? 
 
 The SPEAKER. It is moved by the gentleman, Mr. Argall,  
that the House do concur in the amendments inserted by the 
Senate. 
 The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Northampton,  
Mr. Samuelson. 
 Mr. SAMUELSON. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Earlier this summer when we voted on the nonpreferreds,  
I offered a series of amendments on all of the nonpreferreds  
that were not the four State-related universities that we just 
voted. I want to ask the gentleman, Mr. Argall, a question about 
the nature of the Senate amendments for the current one that we 
are voting on, which is Drexel University, but I would also ask 
if he could summarize the nature of the Senate amendments for 
these other nonpreferred appropriations. 
 The SPEAKER. The gentleman, Mr. Argall, indicates he will 
stand for interrogation. 
 Mr. ARGALL. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 We removed an amendment added by the House which 
required parts of the appropriation applied on an individual 
basis, including financial aid, to be applied in a manner such 
that 75 percent is used for resident students. That was done for 
this bill and for many of the following pieces of legislation. 
 Mr. SAMUELSON. Okay. On the— 
 The SPEAKER. The gentleman is in order. 
 Mr. SAMUELSON. On the bill? 
 The SPEAKER. The gentleman is in order. 
 Mr. SAMUELSON. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 On this bill and the next 10 that we are considering, we are 
truly considering appropriations of public money for private 
institutions. I made this point when we had the debate on the 
nonpreferreds in June and July. We have heard many speakers 
this evening talk about making tough choices in this budget.  

I believe this may be a time to consider making some tough 
choices and reconsider the nature of these nonpreferred 
appropriations. I know the gentleman, Mr. Hanna, encouraged 
us to do that a couple of bills ago. I just want to note the 
distinction. The first four that we voted were the State-related 
universities, and the next 11 that we are going to vote are 
private institutions proposed to receive public dollars. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 
 
 On the question recurring, 
 Will the House concur in Senate amendments? 
 The SPEAKER. Agreeable to the provisions of the 
Constitution, the yeas and nays will now be taken. 
 
 The following roll call was recorded: 
 
 YEAS–159 
 
Adolph Fairchild Lescovitz Sainato 
Allen Feese Lynch Santoni 
Argall Fichter Maitland Sather 
Baker Fleagle Major Saylor 
Baldwin Flick Manderino Schroder 
Bard Forcier Mann Scrimenti 
Barrar Frankel Markosek Semmel 
Bebko-Jones Freeman McCall Shaner 
Belardi Gannon McGeehan Smith, S. H. 
Belfanti Geist McGill Staback 
Biancucci George McIlhinney Stairs 
Bishop Gergely McNaughton Steil 
Blaum Gillespie Melio Stern 
Browne Gingrich Micozzie Stetler 
Butkovitz Godshall Mundy Stevenson, T. 
Buxton Good Mustio Sturla 
Caltagirone Goodman Myers Tangretti 
Cappelli Grucela Nickol Taylor, E. Z. 
Casorio Gruitza O’Brien Taylor, J. 
Causer Harhai Oliver Thomas 
Cawley Harhart O’Neill Tigue 
Civera Harper Pallone Travaglio  
Clymer Harris Payne Veon 
Cohen Hasay Petrarca Vitali 
Corrigan Hennessey Petri Walko 
Costa Herman Petrone Wansacz 
Coy Hershey Phillips Washington 
Crahalla Hess Pickett Waters 
Cruz Horsey Pistella Watson 
Curry James Preston Weber 
Dailey Josephs Raymond Wheatley 
Dally Keller Readshaw Williams 
DeLuca Kenney Reichley Wojnaroski 
Dermody Killion Rieger Wright 
DeWeese Kirkland Roberts Youngblood 
DiGirolamo Kotik Roebuck Yudichak 
Diven LaGrotta Rooney Zug 
Donatucci Laughlin Ross 
Eachus Leach Rubley Perzel, 
Evans, D. Lederer Ruffing     Speaker 
Fabrizio 
 
 NAYS–41 
 
Armstrong Evans, J. Mackereth Samuelson 
Bastian Gabig Maher Scavello 
Benninghoff Habay Marsico Solobay 
Birmelin Haluska McIlhattan Stevenson, R. 
Boyd Hanna Metcalfe Surra 
Bunt Hickernell Miller, R. True 
Coleman Hutchinson Miller, S. Turzai 
Creighton Leh Nailor Vance 
Daley Levdansky Reed Wilt  
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Denlinger Lewis Rohrer Yewcic 
Egolf 
 
 NOT VOTING–0 
 
 EXCUSED–2 
 
Cornell Smith, B. 
 
 
 The two-thirds majority required by the Constitution having 
voted in the affirmative, the question was determined in the 
affirmative and the amendments were concurred in. 
 Ordered, That the clerk inform the Senate accordingly. 
 

* * * 
 
 The House proceeded to consideration of concurrence in 
Senate amendments to HB 1379, PN 3151, entitled: 
 

An Act making appropriations to the Trustees of the University of 
Pennsylvania.  
 
 On the question, 
 Will the House concur in Senate amendments? 
 
 The SPEAKER. It is moved by the gentleman, Mr. Argall, 
that the House concur in the amendments inserted by the 
Senate. 
 
 On the question recurring, 
 Will the House concur in Senate amendments? 
 The SPEAKER. Agreeable to the provisions of the 
Constitution, the yeas and nays will now be taken 
 
 The following roll call was recorded: 
 
 YEAS–161 
 
Adolph Fabrizio Lescovitz Sainato 
Allen Fairchild Lynch Santoni 
Argall Feese Maitland Sather 
Baker Fichter Major Saylor 
Baldwin Fleagle Manderino Schroder 
Bard Flick Mann Scrimenti 
Barrar Forcier Markosek Semmel 
Bebko-Jones Frankel McCall Shaner 
Belardi Freeman McGeehan Smith, S. H. 
Belfanti Gannon McGill Staback 
Biancucci Geist McIlhinney Stairs 
Bishop George McNaughton Steil 
Blaum Gergely Melio Stern 
Browne Gillespie Micozzie Stetler 
Bunt Gingrich Mundy Stevenson, T. 
Butkovitz Godshall Mustio Sturla 
Buxton Good Myers Tangretti 
Caltagirone Goodman Nickol Taylor, E. Z. 
Cappelli Grucela O’Brien Taylor, J. 
Casorio Gruitza Oliver Thomas 
Causer Harhai O’Neill Tigue 
Cawley Harhart Pallone Travaglio  
Civera Harper Payne Veon 
Clymer Harris Petrarca Vitali 
Cohen Hasay Petri Walko 
Corrigan Hennessey Petrone Wansacz 
Costa Herman Phillips Washington 
Coy Hershey Pickett Waters 
Crahalla Hess Pistella Watson 
Cruz Horsey Preston Weber 

Curry James Raymond Wheatley 
Daley Josephs Readshaw Williams 
Dally Keller Reed Wojnaroski 
DeLuca Kenney Reichley Wright 
Dermody Killion Rieger Youngblood 
DeWeese Kirkland Roberts Yudichak 
DiGirolamo Kotik Roebuck Zug 
Diven LaGrotta Rooney 
Donatucci Laughlin Ross 
Eachus Leach Rubley Perzel, 
Evans, D. Lederer Ruffing     Speaker 
 
 NAYS–39 
 
Armstrong Evans, J. Mackereth Scavello 
Bastian Gabig Maher Solobay 
Benninghoff Habay Marsico Stevenson, R. 
Birmelin Haluska McIlhattan Surra 
Boyd Hanna Metcalfe True 
Coleman Hickernell Miller, R. Turzai 
Creighton Hutchinson Miller, S. Vance 
Dailey Leh Nailor Wilt  
Denlinger Levdansky Rohrer Yewcic 
Egolf Lewis Samuelson 
 
 NOT VOTING–0 
 
 EXCUSED–2 
 
Cornell Smith, B. 
 
 
 The two-thirds majority required by the Constitution having 
voted in the affirmative, the question was determined in the 
affirmative and the amendments were concurred in. 
 Ordered, That the clerk inform the Senate accordingly. 
 

* * * 
 
 The House proceeded to consideration of concurrence in 
Senate amendments to HB 1380, PN 3145, entitled: 
 

An Act making appropriations to the Philadelphia Health and 
Education Corporation for the Colleges of Medicine, Public Health, 
Nursing and Health Professions and for continuation of pediatric 
services.  
 
 On the question, 
 Will the House concur in Senate amendments? 
 
 The SPEAKER. It is moved by the gentleman, Mr. Argall, 
that the House concur in the amendments inserted by the 
Senate. 
 The Chair recognizes the gentleman fro m Philadelphia,  
Mr. Roebuck. 
 Mr. ROEBUCK. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Would the majority Appropriations chair stand for brief 
interrogation? 
 The SPEAKER. The gentleman indicates he will. 
 Mr. ROEBUCK. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, it is my understanding that this appropriation is 
an appropriation which is designed to funnel State dollars into a 
number of hospitals, particularly Hahnemann and others,  
that are a part of the Tenet Health System. Is that correct,  
Mr. Speaker? 
 Mr. ARGALL. That is correct, Mr. Speaker. 
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 Mr. ROEBUCK. Mr. Speaker, my question then relates to 
the fact that Tenet has just announced that they intend to close 
the Medical College of Pennsylvania in the city of Philadelphia, 
which would be eligible to receive a portion of thes e State 
moneys. I wanted to know, Mr. Speaker, what will happen then 
to those dollars going to Tenet that are supposed to go to MCP, 
which they have announced they are going to close as of  
March 2004? 
 Mr. ARGALL. Mr. Speaker, that subject was reviewed 
earlier today. We do believe that the Governor has considerable 
discretion in the release of those dollars, and on behalf of 
several members of this House, it will be my written advice to 
the Governor that he hold those dollars and not release them 
until the question of the closing is indeed final, and if indeed 
they are closing and there is no doubt, it is certainly our 
suggestion to the Governor that those dollars do not be released. 
 Mr. ROEBUCK. Sorry, Mr. Speaker, I did not quite hear 
you. Did you say it was your recommendation that those dollars 
not be released if the hospital closes? 
 Mr. ARGALL. Yes. I think I scrambled my syntax, but that 
is what I meant to say. 
 Mr. ROEBUCK. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, if I could just comment briefly on the bill. 
 The SPEAKER. The gentleman is in order and may proceed. 
 Mr. ROEBUCK. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I think it is very important that what has just been said by the 
majority Appropriations chair be adhered to. If indeed we are 
going to appropriate dollars, those dollars need to be used for 
the purpose they are appropriated for. If MCP is closed in 
Philadelphia, then the dollars we appropriate to Tenet should 
not be used in any other way; it should be used only for that 
purpose. I hope that Tenet will in fact keep that hospital open, 
but if they choose not to, then I firmly believe they should not 
receive State dollars to be used in any other way. 
 I thank the Appropriations chair for those comments and 
hope that the Governor has heard these words. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 
 The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Philadelphia,  
Mr. Thomas. 
 Mr. THOMAS. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I want to applaud the Appropriations chair for 
his recommendation. I also would like to ask the Democratic 
chair of Appropriations, Representative Evans, if he would join, 
if he would join Representative Argall in recommending to the 
Governor that dollars appropriated to the Philadelphia Health 
and Education Corporation be withheld in the event that there 
are plans under way to close the Medical College of 
Pennsylvania. 
 And also, Mr. Speaker, as you know, for the last, at least the 
last three fiscal periods I have raised questions about the need 
for leadership to get involved in what is going on within the 
Tenet Health System. As we know, in September a hospital in 
Representative Youngblood’s district was closed. MCP has 
been designated to close. It is my understanding that very 
shortly there is a hospital in Roxborough that is going to be 
closing that is a part of the Tenet Health System, and,  
Mr. Speaker, we cannot be using public dollars to go toward 
efforts that result in the denial of medical care to people who 
need them. So I applaud the majority chair. I ask the 
Democratic chair if he would join the majority chair in that, and 

I ask if Representative Manderino, Representative Youngblood, 
and any other legislator whose district includes hospitals that 
are targeted for closing under the Tenet Health System, if they 
can be a part of those negotiations, because I think it is real 
important for us to set the tone now that in difficult times, we 
must make affirmative statements as to how taxpayer dollars 
will be used. 
 So, Mr. Speaker, I support concurrence of 1380, but I ask 
that the Democratic chair and the majority chair forward their 
recommendations to the Governor, and that as soon as possible 
the two chairs, along with the Representatives that I mentioned, 
that they have a chance to sit down and take a hard look at what 
the plans are of Tenet Health System as it relates to hospitals in 
their particular district. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 
 The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Philadelphia,  
Mr. Evans. 
 Mr. D. EVANS. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, to the gentleman who was just speaking, I have 
indicated to the majority chair of the Appropriations Committee 
that I would join with him and sign the letter with the request 
that the gentleman has made, Mr. Speaker. 
 The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 
 The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Northampton,  
Mr. Samuelson. 
 Mr. SAMUELSON. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I appreciate the comments and the questions that the 
previous speakers have raised related to this nonpreferred 
appropriation that we are voting on right now, and I also have 
heard both the majority and the minority Appropriations chairs 
that we are going to request that Governor Rendell withhold this 
money until these questions can be answered. 
 I just wanted to point out for the record that we have it in our 
power right now to withhold that money. This is a nonpreferred 
appropriation; it requires a two-thirds vote. If there are 68 “no” 
votes tonight, this money will be effectively withheld until we 
get these questions answered, and I just wanted to state that for 
the record. 
 The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 
 
 On the question recurring, 
 Will the House concur in Senate amendments? 
 The SPEAKER. Agreeable to the provisions of the 
Constitution, the yeas and nays will now be taken. 
 
 The following roll call was recorded: 
 
 YEAS–152 
 
Adolph Fabrizio Lescovitz Sainato 
Allen Fairchild Lynch Santoni 
Argall Feese Maitland Schroder 
Baker Fichter Major Scrimenti 
Baldwin Fleagle Manderino Semmel 
Bard Flick Mann Shaner 
Barrar Forcier Markosek Smith, S. H. 
Bebko-Jones Frankel McCall Staback 
Belardi Freeman McGeehan Stairs 
Belfanti Gannon McGill Steil 
Biancucci Geist McIlhinney Stern 
Bishop George McNaughton Stetler 
Blaum Gergely Melio Stevenson, T. 
Browne Gillespie Micozzie Sturla 
Bunt Gingrich Mundy Tangretti 
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Butkovitz Godshall Mustio Taylor, E. Z. 
Buxton Good Myers Taylor, J. 
Caltagirone Goodman Nickol Thomas 
Cappelli Grucela O’Brien Tigue 
Casorio Gruitza Oliver Travaglio  
Causer Harhai O’Neill Veon 
Cawley Harper Pallone Vitali 
Civera Harris Payne Walko 
Clymer Hasay Petrarca Wansacz 
Cohen Hennessey Petri Washington 
Corrigan Hershey Petrone Waters 
Costa Hess Phillips Watson 
Coy Horsey Pickett Weber 
Cruz James Pistella Wheatley 
Curry Josephs Preston Williams 
Dally Keller Raymond Wojnaroski 
DeLuca Kenney Readshaw Wright 
Dermody Killion Rieger Youngblood 
DeWeese Kirkland Roberts Yudichak 
DiGirolamo Kotik Roebuck Zug 
Diven LaGrotta Rooney 
Donatucci Laughlin Ross 
Eachus Leach Ruffing Perzel, 
Evans, D. Lederer      Speaker 
 
 NAYS–47 
 
Armstrong Evans, J. Mackereth Samuelson 
Bastian Gabig Maher Saylor 
Benninghoff Habay Marsico Scavello 
Birmelin Haluska McIlhattan Solobay 
Boyd Hanna Metcalfe Stevenson, R. 
Coleman Harhart Miller, R. Surra 
Crahalla Herman Miller, S. True 
Creighton Hickernell Nailor Turzai 
Dailey Hutchinson Reed Vance 
Daley Leh Reichley Wilt  
Denlinger Levdansky Rohrer Yewcic 
Egolf Lewis Rubley 
 
 NOT VOTING–1 
 
Sather 
 
 EXCUSED–2 
 
Cornell Smith, B. 
 
 
 The two-thirds majority required by the Constitution having 
voted in the affirmative, the question was determined in the 
affirmative and the amendments were concurred in. 
 Ordered, That the clerk inform the Senate accordingly. 
 

* * * 
 
 The House proceeded to consideration of concurrence in 
Senate amendments to HB 1381, PN 3146, entitled: 
 

An Act making appropriations to the Thomas Jefferson University, 
Philadelphia.  
 
 On the question, 
 Will the House concur in Senate amendments? 
 
 The SPEAKER. It is moved by the gentleman, Mr. Argall, 
that the House do concur in the amendments inserted by the 
Senate. 
 
 

 On the question recurring, 
 Will the House concur in Senate amendments? 
 The SPEAKER. Agreeable to the provisions of the 
Constitution, the yeas and nays will now be taken. 
 
 The following roll call was recorded: 
 
 YEAS–160 
 
Adolph Fabrizio Lescovitz Sainato 
Allen Fairchild Lynch Santoni 
Argall Feese Maitland Sather 
Baker Fichter Major Schroder 
Baldwin Fleagle Manderino Scrimenti 
Bard Flick Mann Semmel 
Barrar Forcier Markosek Shaner 
Bebko-Jones Frankel McCall Smith, S. H. 
Belardi Freeman McGeehan Staback 
Belfanti Gannon McGill Stairs 
Biancucci Geist McIlhinney Steil 
Bishop George McNaughton Stern 
Blaum Gergely Melio Stetler 
Browne Gillespie Micozzie Stevenson, T. 
Bunt Gingrich Mundy Sturla 
Butkovitz Godshall Mustio Tangretti 
Buxton Good Myers Taylor, E. Z. 
Caltagirone Goodman Nickol Taylor, J. 
Cappelli Grucela O’Brien Thomas 
Casorio Gruitza Oliver Tigue 
Causer Harhai O’Neill Travaglio  
Cawley Harhart Pallone Vance 
Civera Harper Payne Veon 
Clymer Harris Petrarca Vitali 
Cohen Hasay Petri Walko 
Corrigan Hennessey Petrone Wansacz 
Costa Herman Phillips Washington 
Coy Hershey Pickett Waters 
Crahalla Hess Pistella Watson 
Cruz Horsey Preston Weber 
Curry James Raymond Wheatley 
Dailey Josephs Readshaw Williams 
Dally Keller Reichley Wojnaroski 
DeLuca Kenney Rieger Wright 
Dermody Killion Roberts Youngblood 
DeWeese Kirkland Roebuck Yudichak 
DiGirolamo Kotik Rooney Zug 
Diven LaGrotta Ross 
Donatucci Laughlin Rubley 
Eachus Leach Ruffing Perzel, 
Evans, D. Lederer      Speaker 
 
 
 NAYS–40 
 
Armstrong Evans, J. Mackereth Samuelson 
Bastian Gabig Maher Saylor 
Benninghoff Habay Marsico Scavello 
Birmelin Haluska McIlhattan Solobay 
Boyd Hanna Metcalfe Stevenson, R. 
Coleman Hickernell Miller, R. Surra 
Creighton Hutchinson Miller, S. True 
Daley Leh Nailor Turzai 
Denlinger Levdansky Reed Wilt  
Egolf Lewis Rohrer Yewcic 
 
 
 NOT VOTING–0 
 
 
 EXCUSED–2 
 
Cornell Smith, B. 
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 The two-thirds majority required by the Constitution having 
voted in the affirmative, the question was determined in the 
affirmative and the amendments were concurred in. 
 Ordered, That the clerk inform the Senate accordingly. 
 

* * * 
 
 The House proceeded to consideration of concurrence in 
Senate amendments to HB 1382, PN 3152, entitled: 
 

An Act making an appropriation to the Philadelphia College of 
Osteopathic Medicine, Philadelphia.  
 
 On the question, 
 Will the House concur in Senate amendments? 
 
 The SPEAKER. It is moved by the gentleman, Mr. Argall, 
that the House do concur in the amendments inserted by the 
Senate. 
 
 On the question recurring, 
 Will the House concur in Senate amendments? 
 The SPEAKER. Agreeable to the provisions of the 
Constitution, the yeas and nays will now be taken. 
 
 The following roll call was recorded: 
 
 YEAS–162 
 
Adolph Fabrizio Lescovitz Ruffing 
Allen Fairchild Lynch Sainato 
Argall Feese Maitland Santoni 
Baker Fichter Major Sather 
Baldwin Fleagle Manderino Schroder 
Bard Flick Mann Scrimenti 
Barrar Forcier Markosek Shaner 
Bebko-Jones Frankel Marsico Smith, S. H. 
Belardi Freeman McCall Staback 
Belfanti Gabig McGeehan Stairs 
Biancucci Gannon McGill Steil 
Bishop Geist McIlhinney Stern 
Blaum George McNaughton Stetler 
Browne Gergely Melio Stevenson, T. 
Bunt Gillespie Micozzie Sturla 
Butkovitz Gingrich Mundy Surra 
Buxton Godshall Mustio Tangretti 
Caltagirone Good Myers Taylor, E. Z. 
Cappelli Goodman Nailor Taylor, J. 
Casorio Grucela Nickol Thomas 
Causer Gruitza O’Brien Tigue 
Cawley Harhai Oliver Travaglio  
Civera Harhart O’Neill Vance 
Clymer Harper Pallone Veon 
Cohen Harris Payne Vitali 
Corrigan Hasay Petrarca Walko 
Costa Hennessey Petri Wansacz 
Coy Herman Petrone Washington 
Crahalla Hershey Phillips Waters 
Cruz Hess Pickett Watson 
Curry Horsey Pistella Weber 
Dailey James Preston Wheatley 
Dally Josephs Raymond Williams 
DeLuca Keller Readshaw Wojnaroski 
Dermody Kenney Reichley Wright 
DeWeese Killion Rieger Youngblood 
DiGirolamo Kirkland Roberts Yudichak 
Diven LaGrotta Roebuck Zug 
Donatucci Laughlin Rooney 
Eachus Leach Ross Perzel, 
Evans, D. Lederer Rubley     Speaker 

 NAYS–35 
 
Armstrong Egolf Lewis Samuelson 
Bastian Evans, J. Mackereth Scavello 
Benninghoff Habay Maher Solobay 
Birmelin Haluska McIlhattan Stevenson, R. 
Boyd Hanna Metcalfe True 
Coleman Hickernell Miller, R. Turzai 
Creighton Hutchinson Miller, S. Wilt  
Daley Leh Reed Yewcic 
Denlinger Levdansky Rohrer 
 
 NOT VOTING–3 
 
Kotik Saylor Semmel 
 
 EXCUSED–2 
 
Cornell Smith, B. 
 
 
 The two-thirds majority required by the Constitution having 
voted in the affirmative, the question was determined in the 
affirmative and the amendments were concurred in. 
 Ordered, That the clerk inform the Senate accordingly. 
 

* * * 
 
 The House proceeded to consideration of concurrence in 
Senate amendments to HB 1383, PN 3153, entitled: 
 

An Act making an appropriation to the Pennsylvania College of 
Optometry, Philadelphia.  
 
 On the question, 
 Will the House concur in Senate amendments? 
 
 The SPEAKER. It is moved by the gentleman, Mr. Argall, 
that the House concur in the amendments inserted by the 
Senate. 
 
 On the question recurring, 
 Will the House concur in Senate amendments? 
 The SPEAKER. Agreeable to the provisions of the 
Constitution, the yeas and nays will now be taken. 
 
 The following roll call was recorded: 
 
 YEAS–164 
 
Adolph Fairchild Lynch Sainato 
Allen Feese Maitland Santoni 
Argall Fichter Major Sather 
Baker Fleagle Manderino Schroder 
Baldwin Flick Mann Scrimenti 
Bard Forcier Markosek Semmel 
Barrar Frankel Marsico Shaner 
Bebko-Jones Freeman McCall Smith, S. H. 
Belardi Gabig McGeehan Staback 
Belfanti Gannon McGill Stairs 
Biancucci Geist McIlhinney Steil 
Bishop George McNaughton Stern 
Blaum Gergely Melio Stetler 
Browne Gillespie Micozzie Stevenson, T. 
Bunt Gingrich Mundy Sturla 
Butkovitz Godshall Mustio Surra 
Buxton Good Myers Tangretti 
Caltagirone Goodman Nailor Taylor, E. Z. 
Cappelli Grucela Nickol Taylor, J. 
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Casorio Gruitza O’Brien Thomas 
Causer Harhai Oliver Tigue 
Cawley Harhart O’Neill Travaglio  
Civera Harper Pallone Vance 
Clymer Harris Payne Veon 
Cohen Hasay Petrarca Vitali 
Corrigan Hennessey Petri Walko 
Costa Herman Petrone Wansacz 
Coy Hershey Phillips Washington 
Crahalla Hess Pickett Waters 
Cruz Horsey Pistella Watson 
Curry James Preston Weber 
Dailey Josephs Raymond Wheatley 
Dally Keller Readshaw Williams 
DeLuca Kenney Reichley Wojnaroski 
Dermody Killion Rieger Wright 
DeWeese Kirkland Roberts Youngblood 
DiGirolamo Kotik Roebuck Yudichak 
Diven LaGrotta Rooney Zug 
Donatucci Laughlin Ross 
Eachus Leach Rubley 
Evans, D. Lederer Ruffing Perzel, 
Fabrizio Lescovitz      Speaker 
 
 NAYS–36 
 
Armstrong Egolf Lewis Samuelson 
Bastian Evans, J. Mackereth Saylor 
Benninghoff Habay Maher Scavello 
Birmelin Haluska McIlhattan Solobay 
Boyd Hanna Metcalfe Stevenson, R. 
Coleman Hickernell Miller, R. True 
Creighton Hutchinson Miller, S. Turzai 
Daley Leh Reed Wilt  
Denlinger Levdansky Rohrer Yewcic 
 
 NOT VOTING–0 
 
 EXCUSED–2 
 
Cornell Smith, B. 
 
 
 The two-thirds majority required by the Constitution having 
voted in the affirmative, the question was determined in the 
affirmative and the amendments were concurred in. 
 Ordered, That the clerk inform the Senate accordingly. 
 

* * * 
 
 The House proceeded to consideration of concurrence in 
Senate amendments to HB 1384, PN 3154, entitled: 
 

An Act making an appropriation to the University of the Arts, 
Philadelphia, for instruction and student aid.  
 
 On the question, 
 Will the House concur in Senate amendments? 
 
 The SPEAKER. It is moved by the gentleman, Mr. Argall, 
that the House concur in the amendments inserted by the 
Senate. 
 
 On the question recurring, 
 Will the House concur in Senate amendments? 
 The SPEAKER. Agreeable to the provisions of the 
Constitution, the yeas and nays will now be taken. 
 
 The following roll call was recorded: 

 YEAS–153 
 
Adolph Fabrizio Lescovitz Santoni 
Allen Fairchild Lynch Sather 
Argall Feese Maitland Schroder 
Baker Fichter Major Scrimenti 
Baldwin Fleagle Manderino Semmel 
Bard Flick Mann Shaner 
Barrar Forcier Markosek Smith, S. H. 
Bebko-Jones Frankel McCall Staback 
Belardi Freeman McGeehan Stairs 
Belfanti Gannon McGill Steil 
Biancucci Geist McIlhinney Stern 
Bishop George McNaughton Stetler 
Blaum Gergely Melio Stevenson, T. 
Browne Gingrich Micozzie Sturla 
Bunt Godshall Mundy Tangretti 
Butkovitz Good Myers Taylor, E. Z. 
Buxton Goodman Nickol Taylor, J. 
Caltagirone Grucela O’Brien Thomas 
Cappelli Gruitza Oliver Tigue 
Casorio Harhai O’Neill Travaglio  
Causer Harhart Pallone Veon 
Cawley Harper Payne Vitali 
Civera Harris Petri Walko 
Clymer Hasay Petrone Wansacz 
Cohen Hennessey Phillips Washington 
Corrigan Hershey Pickett Waters 
Costa Hess Pistella Watson 
Coy Horsey Preston Weber 
Cruz James Raymond Wheatley 
Curry Josephs Readshaw Williams 
Dally Keller Reichley Wojnaroski 
DeLuca Kenney Rieger Wright 
Dermody Killion Roberts Youngblood 
DeWeese Kirkland Roebuck Yudichak 
DiGirolamo Kotik Rooney Zug 
Diven LaGrotta Ross 
Donatucci Laughlin Rubley 
Eachus Leach Ruffing Perzel, 
Evans, D. Lederer Sainato     Speaker 
 
 
 NAYS–47 
 
Armstrong Evans, J. Mackereth Samuelson 
Bastian Gabig Maher Saylor 
Benninghoff Gillespie Marsico Scavello 
Birmelin Habay McIlhattan Solobay 
Boyd Haluska Metcalfe Stevenson, R. 
Coleman Hanna Miller, R. Surra 
Crahalla Herman Miller, S. True 
Creighton Hickernell Mustio Turzai 
Dailey Hutchinson Nailor Vance 
Daley Leh Petrarca Wilt  
Denlinger Levdansky Reed Yewcic 
Egolf Lewis Rohrer 
 
 
 NOT VOTING–0 
 
 
 EXCUSED–2 
 
Cornell Smith, B. 
 
 
 The two-thirds majority required by the Constitution having 
voted in the affirmative, the question was determined in the 
affirmative and the amendments were concurred in. 
 Ordered, That the clerk inform the Senate accordingly. 
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* * * 
 
 The House proceeded to consideration of concurrence in 
Senate amendments to HB 1385, PN 3155, entitled: 
 

An Act making appropriations to the Trustees of the  
Berean Training and Industrial School at Philadelphia for operation  
and maintenance expenses and for payment of debt service.  
 
 On the question, 
 Will the House concur in Senate amendments? 
 
 The SPEAKER. It is moved by the gentleman, Mr. Argall, 
that the House concur in the amendments inserted by the 
Senate. 
 
 On the question recurring, 
 Will the House concur in Senate amendments? 
 The SPEAKER. Agreeable to the provisions of the 
Constitution, the yeas and nays will now be taken. 
 
 The following roll call was recorded: 
 
 YEAS–156 
 
Adolph Fairchild Lynch Sainato 
Allen Feese Maitland Santoni 
Argall Fichter Major Sather 
Baker Fleagle Manderino Schroder 
Baldwin Flick Mann Scrimenti 
Bard Forcier Markosek Semmel 
Barrar Frankel McCall Shaner 
Bebko-Jones Freeman McGeehan Smith, S. H. 
Belardi Gannon McGill Staback 
Belfanti Geist McIlhinney Stairs 
Biancucci George McNaughton Steil 
Bishop Gergely Melio Stern 
Blaum Gillespie Micozzie Stetler 
Browne Gingrich Mundy Stevenson, T. 
Bunt Godshall Mustio Sturla 
Butkovitz Good Myers Tangretti 
Buxton Goodman Nickol Taylor, E. Z. 
Caltagirone Grucela O’Brien Taylor, J. 
Cappelli Gruitza Oliver Thomas 
Casorio Harhai O’Neill Tigue 
Causer Harhart Pallone Travaglio  
Cawley Harper Payne Veon 
Civera Harris Petrarca Vitali 
Clymer Hasay Petri Walko 
Cohen Hennessey Petrone Wansacz 
Corrigan Hershey Phillips Washington 
Costa Hess Pickett Waters 
Coy Horsey Pistella Watson 
Cruz James Preston Weber 
Curry Josephs Raymond Wheatley 
Dally Keller Readshaw Williams 
DeLuca Kenney Reichley Wojnaroski 
Dermody Killion Rieger Wright 
DeWeese Kirkland Roberts Youngblood 
DiGirolamo Kotik Roebuck Yudichak 
Diven LaGrotta Rooney Zug 
Donatucci Laughlin Ross 
Eachus Leach Rubley 
Evans, D. Lederer Ruffing Perzel, 
Fabrizio Lescovitz      Speaker 
 
 NAYS–44 
 
Armstrong Egolf Lewis Samuelson 
Bastian Evans, J. Mackereth Saylor 
Benninghoff Gabig Maher Scavello 

Birmelin Habay Marsico Solobay 
Boyd Haluska McIlhattan Stevenson, R. 
Coleman Hanna Metcalfe Surra 
Crahalla Herman Miller, R. True 
Creighton Hickernell Miller, S. Turzai 
Dailey Hutchinson Nailor Vance 
Daley Leh Reed Wilt  
Denlinger Levdansky Rohrer Yewcic 
 
 NOT VOTING–0 
 
 EXCUSED–2 
 
Cornell Smith, B. 
 
 
 The two-thirds majority required by the Constitution having 
voted in the affirmative, the question was determined in the 
affirmative and the amendments were concurred in. 
 Ordered, That the clerk inform the Senate accordingly. 
 

* * * 
 
 The House proceeded to consideration of concurrence in 
Senate amendments to HB 1386, PN 3156, entitled: 
 

An Act making an appropriation to the Johnson Technical Institute 
of Scranton for operation and maintenance expenses.  
 
 On the question, 
 Will the House concur in Senate amendments? 
 
 The SPEAKER. It is moved by the gentleman, Mr. Argall, 
that the House concur in the amendments inserted by the 
Senate. 
 
 On the question recurring, 
 Will the House concur in Senate amendments? 
 The SPEAKER. Agreeable to the provisions of the 
Constitution, the yeas and nays will now be taken. 
 
 The following roll call was recorded: 
 
 YEAS–159 
 
Adolph Fairchild Lescovitz Sainato 
Allen Feese Lynch Santoni 
Argall Fichter Maitland Sather 
Baker Fleagle Major Schroder 
Baldwin Flick Manderino Scrimenti 
Bard Forcier Mann Semmel 
Barrar Frankel Markosek Shaner 
Bebko-Jones Freeman McCall Smith, S. H. 
Belardi Gannon McGeehan Staback 
Belfanti Geist McGill Stairs 
Benninghoff George McIlhinney Steil 
Biancucci Gergely McNaughton Stern 
Bishop Gillespie Melio Stetler 
Blaum Gingrich Micozzie Stevenson, T. 
Browne Godshall Mundy Sturla 
Bunt Good Mustio Surra 
Butkovitz Goodman Myers Tangretti 
Buxton Grucela Nickol Taylor, E. Z. 
Caltagirone Gruitza O’Brien Taylor, J. 
Cappelli Harhai Oliver Thomas 
Casorio Harhart O’Neill Tigue 
Causer Harper Pallone Travaglio  
Cawley Harris Payne Veon 
Civera Hasay Petrarca Vitali 
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Clymer Hennessey Petri Walko 
Cohen Herman Petrone Wansacz 
Corrigan Hershey Phillips Washington 
Costa Hess Pickett Waters 
Coy Horsey Pistella Watson 
Cruz James Preston Weber 
Curry Josephs Raymond Wheatley 
Dally Keller Readshaw Williams 
DeLuca Kenney Reichley Wojnaroski 
Dermody Killion Rieger Wright 
DeWeese Kirkland Roberts Youngblood 
DiGirolamo Kotik Roebuck Yudichak 
Diven LaGrotta Rooney Zug 
Donatucci Laughlin Ross 
Eachus Leach Rubley Perzel, 
Evans, D. Lederer Ruffing     Speaker 
Fabrizio 
 
 NAYS–41 
 
Armstrong Evans, J. Mackereth Samuelson 
Bastian Gabig Maher Saylor 
Birmelin Habay Marsico Scavello 
Boyd Haluska McIlhattan Solobay 
Coleman Hanna Metcalfe Stevenson, R. 
Crahalla Hickernell Miller, R. True 
Creighton Hutchinson Miller, S. Turzai 
Dailey Leh Nailor Vance 
Daley Levdansky Reed Wilt  
Denlinger Lewis Rohrer Yewcic 
Egolf 
 
 NOT VOTING–0 
 
 EXCUSED–2 
 
Cornell Smith, B. 
 
 
 The two-thirds majority required by the Constitution having 
voted in the affirmative, the question was determined in the 
affirmative and the amendments were concurred in. 
 Ordered, That the clerk inform the Senate accordingly. 
 

* * * 
 
 The House proceeded to consideration of concurrence in 
Senate amendments to HB 1387, PN 3157, entitled: 
 

An Act making an appropriation to the Williamson Free School of 
Mechanical Trades in Delaware County for operation and maintenance 
expenses.  
 
 On the question, 
 Will the House concur in Senate amendments? 
 
 The SPEAKER. It is moved by the gentleman, Mr. Argall, 
that the House concur in the amendments inserted by the 
Senate. 
 
 On the question recurring, 
 Will the House concur in Senate amendments? 
 The SPEAKER. Agreeable to the provisions of the 
Constitution, the yeas and nays will now be taken. 
 
 The following roll call was recorded: 
 
 

 YEAS–158 
 
Adolph Fabrizio Lescovitz Ruffing 
Allen Fairchild Levdansky Sainato 
Argall Feese Lynch Santoni 
Baker Fichter Maitland Sather 
Baldwin Fleagle Major Schroder 
Bard Flick Manderino Scrimenti 
Barrar Forcier Mann Semmel 
Bebko-Jones Frankel Markosek Shaner 
Belardi Freeman McCall Smith, S. H. 
Belfanti Gannon McGeehan Staback 
Biancucci Geist McGill Stairs 
Bishop George McIlhinney Steil 
Blaum Gergely McNaughton Stern 
Browne Gillespie Melio Stetler 
Bunt Gingrich Micozzie Stevenson, T. 
Butkovitz Godshall Mundy Sturla 
Buxton Good Mustio Tangretti 
Caltagirone Goodman Myers Taylor, E. Z. 
Cappelli Grucela Nickol Taylor, J. 
Casorio Gruitza O’Brien Thomas 
Causer Harhai Oliver Tigue 
Cawley Harhart O’Neill Travaglio  
Civera Harper Pallone Veon 
Clymer Harris Payne Vitali 
Cohen Hasay Petrarca Walko 
Corrigan Hennessey Petri Wansacz 
Costa Hershey Petrone Washington 
Coy Hess Phillips Waters 
Crahalla Horsey Pickett Watson 
Cruz James Pistella Weber 
Curry Josephs Preston Wheatley 
Dally Keller Raymond Williams 
DeLuca Kenney Readshaw Wojnaroski 
Dermody Killion Reichley Wright 
DeWeese Kirkland Rieger Youngblood 
DiGirolamo Kotik Roberts Yudichak 
Diven LaGrotta Roebuck Zug 
Donatucci Laughlin Rooney 
Eachus Leach Ross Perzel, 
Evans, D. Lederer Rubley     Speaker 
 
 
 NAYS–42 
 
Armstrong Evans, J. Maher Saylor 
Bastian Gabig Marsico Scavello 
Benninghoff Habay McIlhattan Solobay 
Birmelin Haluska Metcalfe Stevenson, R. 
Boyd Hanna Miller, R. Surra 
Coleman Herman Miller, S. True 
Creighton Hickernell Nailor Turzai 
Dailey Hutchinson Reed Vance 
Daley Leh Rohrer Wilt  
Denlinger Lewis Samuelson Yewcic 
Egolf Mackereth 
 
 
 NOT VOTING–0 
 
 
 EXCUSED–2 
 
Cornell Smith, B. 
 
 
 The two-thirds majority required by the Constitution having 
voted in the affirmative, the question was determined in the 
affirmative and the amendments were concurred in. 
 Ordered, That the clerk inform the Senate accordingly. 
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* * * 
 
 The House proceeded to consideration of concurrence in 
Senate amendments to HB 1399, PN 3147, entitled: 
 

An Act making an appropriation to the Franklin Institute Science 
Museum for maintenance expenses.  
 
 On the question, 
 Will the House concur in Senate amendments? 
 
 The SPEAKER. It is moved by the gentleman, Mr. Argall, 
that the House concur in the amendments inserted by the 
Senate.  
 
 On the question recurring, 
 Will the House concur in Senate amendments? 
 The SPEAKER. Agreeable to the provisions of the 
Constitution, the yeas and nays will now be taken. 
 
 The following roll call was recorded: 
 
 YEAS–153 
 
Adolph Fabrizio Lescovitz Rubley 
Allen Fairchild Lynch Ruffing 
Argall Feese Maher Sainato 
Baker Fichter Maitland Santoni 
Baldwin Fleagle Major Schroder 
Bard Flick Manderino Scrimenti 
Barrar Frankel Mann Semmel 
Bebko-Jones Freeman Markosek Shaner 
Belardi Gannon McCall Smith, S. H. 
Belfanti Geist McGeehan Staback 
Biancucci George McGill Stairs 
Bishop Gergely McIlhinney Steil 
Blaum Gillespie McNaughton Stetler 
Browne Gingrich Melio Stevenson, T. 
Bunt Godshall Micozzie Sturla 
Butkovitz Good Mundy Tangretti 
Buxton Goodman Mustio Taylor, J. 
Caltagirone Grucela Myers Thomas 
Cappelli Gruitza Nailor Tigue 
Casorio Harhai Nickol Travaglio  
Causer Harhart O’Brien Veon 
Cawley Harper Oliver Vitali 
Civera Harris O’Neill Walko 
Clymer Hasay Pallone Wansacz 
Cohen Hennessey Payne Washington 
Corrigan Hershey Petrarca Waters 
Costa Hess Petri Watson 
Coy Horsey Petrone Weber 
Crahalla James Phillips Wheatley 
Cruz Josephs Pickett Williams 
Curry Keller Pistella Wojnaroski 
DeLuca Kenney Preston Wright 
Dermody Killion Raymond Youngblood 
DeWeese Kirkland Readshaw Yudichak 
DiGirolamo Kotik Rieger Zug 
Diven LaGrotta Roberts 
Donatucci Laughlin Roebuck 
Eachus Leach Rooney Perzel, 
Evans, D. Lederer Ross     Speaker 
 
 NAYS–47 
 
Armstrong Evans, J. Mackereth Scavello 
Bastian Forcier Marsico Solobay 
Benninghoff Gabig McIlhattan Stern 
Birmelin Habay Metcalfe Stevenson, R. 
Boyd Haluska Miller, R. Surra 

Coleman Hanna Miller, S. Taylor, E. Z. 
Creighton Herman Reed True 
Dailey Hickernell Reichley Turzai 
Daley Hutchinson Rohrer Vance 
Dally Leh Samuelson Wilt  
Denlinger Levdansky Sather Yewcic 
Egolf Lewis Saylor 
 
 NOT VOTING–0 
 
 EXCUSED–2 
 
Cornell Smith, B. 
 
 
 The two-thirds majority required by the Constitution having 
voted in the affirmative, the question was determined in the 
affirmative and the amendments were concurred in. 
 Ordered, That the clerk inform the Senate accordingly. 

BILLS SIGNED BY SPEAKER 

 Bills numbered and entitled as follows having been prepared 
for presentation to the Governor, and the same being correct, the 
titles were publicly read as follows: 
 
 HB 1374, PN 3142 
 

A Supplement to the act of April 1, 1863 (P.L.213, No.227), 
entitled “An act to accept the grant of Public Lands, by the  
United States, to the several states, for the endowment of Agricultural 
Colleges,” making appropriations for carrying the same into effect; and 
providing for a basis for payments of such appropriations, for a method 
of accounting for the funds appropriated and for certain fiscal 
information disclosure.  
 
 HB 1375, PN 3143 
 

A Supplement to the act of July 28, 1966 (3rd Sp.Sess., P.L.87, 
No.3), entitled “An act providing for the establishment and operation of 
the University of Pittsburgh as an instrumentality of the 
Commonwealth to serve as a State-related university in the higher 
education system of the Commonwealth; providing for change of 
name; providing for the composition of the board of trustees; terms of 
trustees, and the power and duties of such trustees; authorizing 
appropriations in amounts to be fixed annually by the General 
Assembly; providing for the auditing of accounts of expenditures from 
said appropriations; providing for public support and capital 
improvements; authorizing the issuance of bonds exempt from taxation 
within the Commonwealth; requiring the chancellor to make an annual 
report of the operations of the University of Pittsburgh,” making 
appropriations for carrying the same into effect; providing for a basis 
for payments of such appropriations; and providing a method of 
accounting for the funds appropriated and for certain fiscal information 
disclosure.  
 
 HB 1376, PN 3149 
 

A Supplement to the act of November 30, 1965 (P.L.843, No.355), 
entitled “An act providing for the establishment and operation of 
Temple University as an instrumentality of the Commonwealth to serve 
as a State-related university in the higher education system of the 
Commonwealth; providing for change of name; providing for the 
composition of the board of trustees; terms of trustees, and the power 
and duties of such trustees; providing for preference to Pennsylvania 
residents in tuition; providing for public support and capital 
improvements; authorizing appropriations in amounts to be fixed 
annually by the General Assembly; providing for the auditing of 
accounts of expenditures from said appropriations; authorizing the 
issuance of bonds exempt from taxation within the Commonwealth; 
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requiring the President to make an annual report of the operations of 
Temple University,” making appropriations for carrying the same into 
effect; providing for a basis for payments of such appropriations; and 
providing a method of accounting for the funds appropriated and for 
certain fiscal information disclosure.  
 
 HB 1377, PN 3144 
 

A Supplement to the act of July 7, 1972 (P.L.743, No.176), 
entitled “An act providing for the establishment and operation of 
Lincoln University as an instrumentality of the Commonwealth to 
serve as a State-related institution in the higher education system of the 
Commonwealth; providing for change of name; providing for the 
composition of the board of trustees; terms of trustees, and the power 
and duties of such trustees; providing for preference to Pennsylvania 
residents in tuition; authorizing an appropriation in amounts to be fixed 
annually by the General Assembly; providing for the auditing of 
accounts of expenditures from said appropriations; providing for public 
support and capital improvements; authorizing the issuance of bonds 
exempt from taxation within the Commonwealth; requiring the 
President to make an annual report of the operations of Lincoln 
University,” making an appropriation for carrying the same into effect; 
providing for a basis for payments of the appropriation; and providing 
a method of accounting for the funds appropriated and for certain fiscal 
information disclosure.  
 
 HB 1378, PN 3150 
 

An Act making an appropriation to the Trustees of  
Drexel University, Philadelphia.  
 
 HB 1379, PN 3151 
 

An Act making appropriations to the Trustees of the University of 
Pennsylvania.  
 
 HB 1380, PN 3145 
 

An Act making appropriations to the Philadelphia Health and 
Education Corporation for the Colleges of Medicine, Public Health, 
Nursing and Health Professions and for continuation of pediatric 
services.  
 
 HB 1381, PN 3146 
 

An Act making appropriations to the Thomas Jefferson University, 
Philadelphia.  
 
 HB 1382, PN 3152 
 

An Act making an appropriation to the Philadelphia College of 
Osteopathic Medicine, Philadelphia.  
 
 HB 1383, PN 3153 
 

An Act making an appropriation to the Pennsylvania College of 
Optometry, Philadelphia.  
 
 HB 1384, PN 3154 
 

An Act making an appropriation to the University of the Arts, 
Philadelphia, for instruction and student aid.  
 
 HB 1385, PN 3155 
 

An Act making appropriations to the Trustees of the  
Berean Training and Industrial School at Philadelphia for operation  
and maintenance expenses and for payment of debt service.  
 

 HB 1386, PN 3156 
 

An Act making an appropriation to the Johnson Technical Institute 
of Scranton for operation and maintenance expenses.  
 
 HB 1387, PN 3157 
 

An Act making an appropriation to the Williamson Free School of 
Mechanical Trades in Delaware County for operation and maintenance 
expenses.  
 
 HB 1399, PN 3147 
 

An Act making an appropriation to the Franklin Institute Science 
Museum for maintenance expenses.  
 
 Whereupon, the Speaker, in the presence of the House, 
signed the same. 

BILL REMOVED FROM TABLE 

 The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the majority leader. 
 Mr. S. SMITH. Mr. Speaker, I move that HB 1614 be taken 
off the table. 
 
 On the question, 
 Will the House agree to the motion? 
 Motion was agreed to. 

SUPPLEMENTAL CALENDAR C CONTINUED 
 

BILLS ON CONCURRENCE 
IN SENATE AMENDMENTS 

 The House proceeded to consideration of concurrence in 
Senate amendments to HB 44, PN 3148, entitled: 
 

An Act amending the act of June 13, 1967 (P.L.31, No.21), known 
as the Public Welfare Code, exempting certain persons from Federal 
law relating to public assistance; establishing the Health Care Provider 
Retention Account and the Health Care Provider Retention Program; 
and repealing provisions related to physician discounts on assessments 
and certain health care provider medical professional liability 
insurance.  
 
 On the question, 
 Will the House concur in Senate amendments? 
 
 The SPEAKER. It is moved by the gentleman, Mr. Oliver, 
that the House concur in the amendments inserted by the 
Senate. 
 The Chair recognizes the gentleman, Mr. Vitali. 
 Mr. VITALI. I wonder if we could just have a brief 
explanation of the bill. 
 The SPEAKER. The gentleman, Mr. Oliver. 
 Mr. OLIVER. Mr. Speaker, HB 44 exempts individuals who 
have been convicted of a felony drug offense from the Federal 
ban on cash assistance and food stamps. 
 Mr. VITALI. Does this contain the cigarette tax?  
 Mr. OLIVER. This also applies for the Mcare abatement 
program.  
 Mr. VITALI. Thank you. 
 Mr. OLIVER. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
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 The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 
 The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Delaware,  
Mr. Adolph. 
 Mr. ADOLPH. Mr. Speaker, can I interrogate the majority 
leader? 
 The SPEAKER. Mr. Adolph, do you wish to be recognized 
on HB 44?  
 Mr. ADOLPH. Yes. 
 The SPEAKER. The maker of HB 44 is the gentleman,  
Mr. Oliver. Do you wish to interrogate the majority leader? 
 Mr. ADOLPH. Yes. 
 The SPEAKER. The gentleman is in order and may proceed. 
 Mr. ADOLPH. Mr. Speaker, on page 7 of the bill, HB 44, it 
provides for 100 percent abatement of the assessment for 
previous calendar years for certain types of health-care 
providers. One of the types of health-care providers is a 
physician who works in a level I or a level II trauma center.  
I am aware of a number of doctors of osteopathic medicine who 
work in these trauma centers. 
 My question, Mr. Speaker, is, does the term “physician” in 
this bill include doctors of osteopathy?  
 Mr. S. SMITH. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, “physician” is a term of art that typically 
includes both medical doctors and doctors of osteopathy. It is 
also defined in the Medical Practice Act of 1985 as including 
both. So the answer is, yes, “physician” means doctor of 
osteopathy as well as the others that are specifically listed. 
 Mr. ADOLPH. So, Mr. Speaker, would an osteopath 
certified under the American Osteopathic Board of Emergency 
Medicine qualify as an emergency physician?  
 Mr. S. SMITH. Given the intent of this legislation,  
Mr. Speaker, to provide abatement for certain types of 
physicians, I would say that the osteopaths that work in trauma 
centers would indeed be covered, yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. ADOLPH. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 
 The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Philadelphia,  
Mr. Thomas. 
 Mr. THOMAS. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of HB 44. 
 I want to thank the Democratic chair and majority chair of 
the Health and Human Services Committee for putting in a lot 
of time, a lot of time, a lot of research, a lot of work, in making 
this bill a workable product. As you know, the issues in this bill 
are issues that have been before the House several terms and 
have been before each and every one of us in our respective 
districts around the whole medical malpractice situation. 
 So I want to thank Representative Oliver, I want to thank the 
majority chair, and I want to thank them because one of the 
issues in this bill is an issue that I brought before the House 
some time ago, and I was glad to team up with Mr. Oliver in 
moving this issue forward. 
 So I want to thank my colleagues and ask for an affirmative 
vote on HB 44. 
 The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 
 
 On the question recurring, 
 Will the House concur in Senate amendments? 
 The SPEAKER. Agreeable to the provisions of the 
Constitution, the yeas and nays will now be taken. 
 

 The following roll call was recorded: 
 
 YEAS–185 
 
Adolph Fairchild Lynch Samuelson 
Allen Feese Mackereth Santoni 
Argall Fichter Maitland Sather 
Armstrong Fleagle Major Saylor 
Baker Flick Manderino Schroder 
Baldwin Forcier Mann Scrimenti 
Bard Frankel Markosek Semmel 
Barrar Freeman Marsico Shaner 
Bebko-Jones Gabig McCall Smith, S. H. 
Belardi Gannon McGeehan Solobay 
Belfanti Geist McGill Staback 
Biancucci George McIlhattan Steil 
Birmelin Gergely McIlhinney Stetler 
Bishop Gingrich McNaughton Stevenson, R. 
Blaum Godshall Melio Stevenson, T. 
Boyd Good Micozzie Sturla 
Browne Goodman Miller, R. Surra 
Bunt Grucela Miller, S. Tangretti 
Butkovitz Gruitza Mundy Taylor, E. Z. 
Buxton Habay Mustio Taylor, J. 
Caltagirone Haluska Myers Thomas 
Cappelli Hanna Nailor Tigue 
Casorio Harhai Nickol Travaglio  
Causer Harhart O’Brien True 
Cawley Harper Oliver Turzai 
Civera Harris O’Neill Vance 
Clymer Hasay Pallone Veon 
Cohen Hennessey Payne Vitali 
Corrigan Hershey Petrarca Walko 
Costa Hess Petri Wansacz 
Coy Hickernell Petrone Washington 
Crahalla Horsey Phillips Waters 
Cruz Hutchinson Pickett Watson 
Curry James Pistella Weber 
Dailey Josephs Preston Wheatley 
Daley Keller Raymond Williams 
Dally Kenney Readshaw Wilt  
DeLuca Killion Reed Wojnaroski 
Dermody Kirkland Reichley Wright 
DeWeese Kotik Rieger Yewcic 
DiGirolamo LaGrotta Roberts Youngblood 
Diven Laughlin Roebuck Yudichak 
Donatucci Leach Rooney Zug 
Eachus Lederer Ross 
Evans, D. Leh Rubley 
Evans, J. Lescovitz Ruffing Perzel, 
Fabrizio Levdansky Sainato     Speaker 
 
 NAYS–15 
 
Bastian Denlinger Lewis Scavello 
Benninghoff Egolf Maher Stairs 
Coleman Gillespie Metcalfe Stern 
Creighton Herman Rohrer 
 
 NOT VOTING–0 
 
 EXCUSED–2 
 
Cornell Smith, B. 
 
 
 The majority required by the Constitution having voted in 
the affirmative, the question was determined in the affirmative 
and the amendments were concurred in. 
 Ordered, That the clerk inform the Senate accordingly. 
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* * * 
 
 The House proceeded to consideration of concurrence in 
Senate amendments to HB 172, PN 3158, entitled: 
 

An Act amending the act of April 9, 1929 (P.L.177, No. 175), 
known as The Administrative Code of 1929, providing for local tax 
withholding of Commonwealth employees; further providing for fees 
chargeable by the Department of Agriculture, the Department of 
Health, the Insurance Department, the Department of Labor and 
Industry and the Pennsylvania Securities Commission, for the 
Corporation Bureau Restricted Account and for collective bargaining in 
education; providing for newborn child testing at federally certified 
laboratories; requiring the Department of General Services to establish 
energy profiles for certain State buildings; further providing for  
coal fuel in State heating systems; repealing an expiration provision 
relating to collective bargaining by certain public employers;  
making repeals relating to fees; and making a repeal relating to the 
Corporation Bureau Restricted Account.  
 
 On the question, 
 Will the House concur in Senate amendments? 
 
 The SPEAKER. It is moved by the gentlelady, Ms. Bard, that 
the House do concur in the amendments inserted by the Senate. 
 The Chair recognizes the gentlelady from Montgomery,  
Ms. Bard.  
 Ms. BARD. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Just to clarify, I am no longer the prime sponsor on this 
legislation. 
 Thank you very much. 
 The SPEAKER. The Chair apologizes. 
 The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Delaware,  
Mr. Vitali.  
 Mr. VITALI. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Is there anyone who can explain the amendments in the 
Senate?  
 The SPEAKER. The gentleman, Mr. Argall, indicates that he 
will stand for brief interrogation. 
 Mr. ARGALL. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, at the suggestion of the Governor, this bill 
would raise a series of minor fees, many of which have not been 
raised in a generation or more. 
 Mr. VITALI. Mr. Speaker, could you outline what those fees 
would be? 
 Mr. ARGALL. Mr. Speaker, there are 148 fees, we believe, 
and it was covered in considerable length in caucus. 
 Mr. VITALI. Could you outline some of the more significant 
fees? 
 The SPEAKER. Mr. Vitali, the gentleman answered your 
question. 
 Mr. ARGALL. And if you would like the list, I will give you 
the list, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. VITALI. Mr. Speaker, in all due respect, I am trying to 
get a sense for what some of those fees are, and I think it is a 
legitimate question for interrogation. 
 Mr. ARGALL. Mr. Speaker, the list is being delivered, but  
I will just pick out a few: the reinsurance and assumption 
agreement, the surplus line binding authority agreement fee, the 
elevator inspector fee, the ski lift fee, the escalator fee, the 
duplicate certificate of operation fee, the initial or renewal 
license broker-dealer fee, the copier fee, the report of record 
search fee, and on and on and on. 
 

 Mr. VITALI. Do you know the total revenues expected to be 
collected by these fees?  
 Mr. ARGALL. $29 million on an annualized basis. 
 Mr. VITALI. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 
 
 On the question recurring, 
 Will the House concur in Senate amendments? 
 The SPEAKER. Agreeable to the provisions of the 
Constitution, the yeas and nays will now be taken. 
 
 The following roll call was recorded: 
 
 YEAS–102 
 
Adolph Diven Levdansky Santoni 
Allen Donatucci Lynch Schroder 
Argall Evans, D. Manderino Smith, S. H. 
Barrar Fabrizio Mann Solobay 
Bebko-Jones Feese Markosek Staback 
Belardi Flick McCall Steil 
Belfanti Frankel McGeehan Stetler 
Biancucci Freeman McIlhinney Stevenson, T. 
Bishop Gannon Micozzie Sturla 
Blaum George Mundy Surra 
Butkovitz Gergely Myers Taylor, J. 
Buxton Grucela Nickol Thomas 
Caltagirone Gruitza O’Brien Tigue 
Cappelli Hanna Oliver Veon 
Cawley Herman O’Neill Walko 
Civera Hershey Petrone Wansacz 
Cohen Horsey Phillips Washington 
Corrigan James Pistella Waters 
Costa Josephs Preston Wheatley 
Coy Keller Raymond Williams 
Cruz Kirkland Rieger Wright 
Curry LaGrotta Roebuck Youngblood 
Daley Laughlin Rooney Yudichak 
Dermody Leach Ross 
DeWeese Lederer Ruffing Perzel, 
DiGirolamo Lescovitz Samuelson     Speaker 
 
 NAYS–98 
 
Armstrong Fleagle Mackereth Rubley 
Baker Forcier Maher Sainato 
Baldwin Gabig Maitland Sather 
Bard Geist Major Saylor 
Bastian Gillespie Marsico Scavello 
Benninghoff Gingrich McGill Scrimenti 
Birmelin Godshall McIlhattan Semmel 
Boyd Good McNaughton Shaner 
Browne Goodman Melio Stairs 
Bunt Habay Metcalfe Stern 
Casorio Haluska Miller, R. Stevenson, R. 
Causer Harhai Miller, S. Tangretti 
Clymer Harhart Mustio Taylor, E. Z. 
Coleman Harper Nailor Travaglio  
Crahalla Harris Pallone True 
Creighton Hasay Payne Turzai 
Dailey Hennessey Petrarca Vance 
Dally Hess Petri Vitali 
DeLuca Hickernell Pickett Watson 
Denlinger Hutchinson Readshaw Weber 
Eachus Kenney Reed Wilt  
Egolf Killion Reichley Wojnaroski 
Evans, J. Kotik Roberts Yewcic 
Fairchild Leh Rohrer Zug 
Fichter Lewis 
 
 NOT VOTING–0 
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 EXCUSED–2 
 
Cornell Smith, B. 
 
 
 The majority required by the Constitution having voted in 
the affirmative, the question was determined in the affirmative 
and the amendments were concurred in. 
 Ordered, That the clerk inform the Senate accordingly. 
 

* * * 
 
 The House proceeded to consideration of concurrence in 
Senate amendments to HB 1133, PN 3159, entitled: 
 

An Act amending act of April 9, 1929 (P.L.343, No.176), known 
as The Fiscal Code, further providing for the definitions of “cost of the 
stamping agent” and “dealer” and for interest on overpayments; 
providing for the definitions of “Crime Victim’s Compensation Fund” 
and “restitution”; further providing for property held by financial 
institutions, for escheat of property held by insurers, for property held 
by courts, public officers and agencies, for miscellaneous property held 
for or owing to another and for depositing funds relating to abandoned 
and unclaimed property.  
 
 On the question, 
 Will the House concur in Senate amendments? 
 
 The SPEAKER. It is moved by the gentleman, Mr. Gannon, 
that the House do concur in the amendments inserted by the 
Senate. 
 The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Delaware,  
Mr. Vitali. 
 Mr. VITALI. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I wonder if Representative Gannon would give us a brief 
explanation of the amendments made in the Senate. 
 The SPEAKER. The majority leader indicates that he will 
answer that question. 
 Mr. Vitali, the majority leader will answer your questions. 
 Mr. VITALI. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 My question was, could you give us a brief explanation of 
the amendments made in the Senate? 
 Mr. S. SMITH. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 The changes involved providing for a minimum markup on 
the sale of cigarettes; statutory interest rate on the overpayment 
of taxes; a couple of other items that have to do with the 
escheats system. And that is the core of it, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. VITALI. Could you go into a little greater detail about 
markup on the sale of cigarettes?  
 Mr. S. SMITH. The bill provides for a 1.7-percent minimum 
markup as the presumptive cost of doing business on the sale of 
cigarettes by a cigarette stamper. It also changes the method of 
calculating minimum prices so that where a person has more 
than one license – stamper, wholesaler and/or retailer – the price 
shall include all of the presumptive costs of doing business for 
each of the licenses held by that person. It would be effective 
January 7, 2004. 
 Mr. VITALI. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 That concludes my interrogation. 
 The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 
 
 On the question recurring, 
 Will the House concur in Senate amendments? 
 

 The SPEAKER. Agreeable to the provisions of the 
Constitution, the yeas and nays will now be taken. 
 
 The following roll call was recorded: 
 
 YEAS–127 
 
Adolph Donatucci Lynch Rubley 
Allen Evans, D. Major Ruffing 
Argall Evans, J. Manderino Sainato 
Baker Fabrizio Mann Samuelson 
Bard Fairchild Markosek Santoni 
Barrar Feese Marsico Saylor 
Bastian Flick McCall Schroder 
Bebko-Jones Frankel McGeehan Scrimenti 
Belardi Freeman McGill Smith, S. H. 
Belfanti Gannon McIlhinney Solobay 
Biancucci George Micozzie Staback 
Bishop Gergely Miller, R. Steil 
Blaum Gingrich Miller, S. Stetler 
Butkovitz Godshall Mundy Sturla 
Buxton Grucela Mustio Surra 
Caltagirone Gruitza Myers Taylor, J. 
Cappelli Hanna Nickol Thomas 
Causer Hennessey O’Brien Tigue 
Cawley Hershey Oliver Veon 
Civera Horsey O’Neill Walko 
Clymer James Petri Wansacz 
Cohen Josephs Petrone Washington 
Corrigan Keller Phillips Waters 
Costa Kenney Pickett Wheatley 
Coy Killion Pistella Williams 
Cruz Kirkland Preston Wilt  
Curry LaGrotta Raymond Wright 
Daley Laughlin Readshaw Youngblood 
DeLuca Leach Rieger Yudichak 
Dermody Lederer Roebuck 
DeWeese Lescovitz Rooney Perzel, 
DiGirolamo Levdansky Ross     Speaker 
Diven 
 
 NAYS–73 
 
Armstrong Gabig Lewis Semmel 
Baldwin Geist Mackereth Shaner 
Benninghoff Gillespie Maher Stairs 
Birmelin Good Maitland Stern 
Boyd Goodman McIlhattan Stevenson, R. 
Browne Habay McNaughton Stevenson, T. 
Bunt Haluska Melio Tangretti 
Casorio Harhai Metcalfe Taylor, E. Z. 
Coleman Harhart Nailor Travaglio  
Crahalla Harper Pallone True 
Creighton Harris Payne Turzai 
Dailey Hasay Petrarca Vance 
Dally Herman Reed Vitali 
Denlinger Hess Reichley Watson 
Eachus Hickernell Roberts Weber 
Egolf Hutchinson Rohrer Wojnaroski 
Fichter Kotik Sather Yewcic 
Fleagle Leh Scavello Zug 
Forcier 
 
 NOT VOTING–0 
 
 EXCUSED–2 
 
Cornell Smith, B. 
 
 
 The majority required by the Constitution having voted in 
the affirmative, the question was determined in the affirmative 
and the amendments were concurred in. 
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 Ordered, That the clerk inform the Senate accordingly. 

SUPPLEMENTAL CALENDAR E 
 

BILL ON CONCURRENCE 
IN SENATE AMENDMENTS 
TO HOUSE AMENDMENTS 

 The House proceeded to consideration of Senate 
amendments to House amendments to SB 80, PN 1341, entitled:  
 

An Act amending the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), 
known as the Public School Code of 1949, adding definitions; further 
providing for background checks of prospective employees and 
conviction of employees of certain offenses, for fiscal year, for tax levy 
and limitations, and for per capita taxes; authorizing school districts to 
reopen their 2003-2004 budgets; imposing limitations on certain 
unreserved fund balances; repealing provisions relating to professional 
teacher assessment; further providing for residence and right to free 
school privileges, for cost of tuition and maintenance of certain 
exceptional children in approved institutions and for actual cost of 
tuition and maintenance of certain exceptional children in the four 
chartered schools for education of the deaf and the blind; providing for 
firefighter and emergency service training; amending provisions 
relating to the education support services program; providing for the 
educational assistance program and the Head Start Supplemental 
Assistance Program; defining “history of financial distress”; further 
providing for education empowerment list, for implementation of 
school district improvement plan by board of school directors, for 
education empowerment districts, for school improvement grants, for 
mandate waiver program and for definitions; providing for State 
System of Higher Education campus police powers and duties; 
imposing certain limitations on provisions relating to education 
empowerment; amending provisions relating to educational 
improvement tax credit; further providing for small district assistance 
and for temporary special aid to school districts suffering loss of  
tax revenue due to reduction in assessed valuation of taxable property; 
providing for basic education funding for 2002-2003 school year and 
for reimbursement of additional expenses related to basic education; 
further providing for payments to intermediate units, for special 
education payments to school districts, for extraordinary special 
education program expenses and for Commonwealth reimbursements 
for charter schools and cyber charter schools; providing for 
Pennsylvania accountability grants and Keystone educational 
accountability; further providing for powers and duties of the  
State Board of Education; providing for teacher recruitment assistance; 
and making a related repeal.  
 
 On the question, 
 Will the House concur in Senate amendments to House 
amendments? 
 
 The SPEAKER. It is moved by the gentleman, Mr. Smith, 
that the House concur in the amendments. 
 The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Delaware,  
Mr. Vitali. 
 Mr. VITALI. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Would the gentleman, the majority leader, give a brief 
explanation of the amendments made in the Senate? 
 Mr. S. SMITH. Mr. Speaker, the amendments to SB 80 
involve fundamentally the distribution formula for basic and 
special education as well as the distribution of money that will 
be paid to the schools for the interest or lost interest that they 
incurred because of the delay of passing the budget. It also 
includes the language relative to the Pennsylvania 
accountability grant program, the tutoring program, the 
educational improvement tax credits, the Head Start  
 

Assistance Program, and basically everything that typically is in 
the Education Code bill that would normally go along with the 
budget. It is the formula that distributes the money that would 
be appropriated in the General Fund appropriations bill. 
 Mr. VITALI. Does this bill contain a referenda for local 
school districts? 
 Mr. S. SMITH. No, Mr. Speaker. This bill strictly deals with 
the distribution and the specific program language for the basic 
education programs within the Commonwealth. 
 Mr. VITALI. So the printouts with regard to how much 
school districts would get for basic ed and special ed, that would 
be generated by this bill? 
 Mr. S. SMITH. That would be correct, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. VITALI. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 That concludes my interrogation. I would like to speak on 
the bill. 
 The SPEAKER. The gentleman is in order. 
 Mr. VITALI. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I am going to vote to nonconcur here, and I just wanted to 
put on the record why. 
 The printout would yield a mere $87,000 increase to my 
Haverford Township School District, while at the same time, 
the property tax increase in HB 200 would require an additional 
$3.2 million my district would pay, so I think because of that 
disparity, I am going to vote “no” on this bill. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 
 The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Philadelphia,  
Mr. Horsey. 
 Mr. HORSEY. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I saw a provision in there for both the deaf and the blind.  
I would urge a “yes” on concurrence. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 
 The Chair recognizes the gentleman, Mr. Rohrer. 
 Mr. ROHRER. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, may I interrogate the majority leader, please, 
for just a second? 
 The SPEAKER. The gentleman indicates he will stand for 
interrogation. The gentleman is in order and may proceed. 
 Mr. ROHRER. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 A question that I have here, on this bill, which is the 
education portion that we are talking about, the basic ed  
line items being reinstated and numerous other things, most of 
these things in this bill we have already voted for in the past. 
One provision in here, the $175 million, approximately, which 
goes to the new block grant piece of the bill, my question to 
you, Mr. Speaker, is this: It is my understanding that this 
amount is not for the balance of 2003-04 but it is for the new 
budget year 2004-05. Is that correct? 
 Mr. S. SMITH. Mr. Speaker, in fact, one legislature cannot 
obligate those to the next, those expenditures to the next, so in 
reality, Mr. Speaker, that $175 million that is referenced in this 
piece of legislation for the block grant program is somewhat of 
a promissory note in a way, and yet it is not even perhaps as 
strong as that. It is a commitment that we have made towards 
the block grant program for next year. However, come, you 
know, next March, April, May, when we are doing the budget 
for the next year, for 2004-05, we will in fact be asked to 
appropriate that money, and only at that time when the next 
General Fund appropriation bill would be enacted for the 
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ensuing year would the $175 million be legally committed to 
the block grant program. 
 Mr. ROHRER. Okay. So in other words, this amount is for 
next budget year; it is not for this one, and is it my 
understanding as well that even though it is not binding, the 
understanding is that this really could constitute the request 
from the Governor as the increase for next year’s budget, 
education budget? 
 Mr. S. SMITH. Mr. Speaker, it is impossible for me to 
predict what the request from the Governor may be relative to 
education, but I would feel comfortable saying that the  
$175 million towards the block grant program is a core of 
whatever his education request may be, which he will be 
presenting to us on February 3, just around the corner. 
 Mr. ROHRER. Okay. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 
 Mr. ROHRER. May I just make one brief comment then? 
 The SPEAKER. The gentleman is in order. 
 Mr. ROHRER. That being the case, I intend to vote for this, 
because that element which is new will be voted again and have 
to be as a part of next year’s budget. We are not appropriating it 
at this time. 
 So thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 
 
 On the question recurring, 
 Will the House concur in Senate amendments to House 
amendments? 
 The SPEAKER. Agreeable to the provisions of the 
Constitution, the yeas and nays will now be taken. 
 
 The following roll call was recorded: 
 
 YEAS–193 
 
Adolph Evans, J. Lescovitz Sainato 
Allen Fabrizio Levdansky Samuelson 
Argall Fairchild Lynch Santoni 
Armstrong Feese Mackereth Sather 
Baker Fichter Maher Saylor 
Baldwin Fleagle Major Schroder 
Bard Flick Manderino Scrimenti 
Barrar Forcier Mann Semmel 
Bastian Frankel Markosek Shaner 
Bebko-Jones Freeman Marsico Smith, S. H. 
Belardi Gabig McCall Solobay 
Belfanti Gannon McGeehan Staback 
Benninghoff Geist McGill Stairs 
Biancucci George McIlhattan Steil 
Birmelin Gergely McIlhinney Stern 
Bishop Gillespie McNaughton Stetler 
Blaum Gingrich Melio Stevenson, R. 
Boyd Godshall Micozzie Stevenson, T. 
Browne Good Miller, R. Sturla 
Bunt Goodman Miller, S. Surra 
Butkovitz Grucela Mundy Tangretti 
Buxton Gruitza Mustio Taylor, E. Z. 
Caltagirone Habay Myers Taylor, J. 
Cappelli Haluska Nailor Thomas 
Casorio Hanna Nickol Tigue 
Causer Harhai O’Brien Travaglio  
Cawley Harhart Oliver True 
Civera Harper O’Neill Turzai 
Clymer Harris Pallone Vance 
Cohen Hasay Payne Veon 
Corrigan Hennessey Petrarca Walko 
Costa Herman Petri Wansacz 
Coy Hershey Petrone Washington 

Crahalla Hess Phillips Waters 
Cruz Hickernell Pickett Watson 
Curry Horsey Pistella Weber 
Dailey Hutchinson Preston Wheatley 
Daley James Raymond Williams 
Dally Josephs Readshaw Wilt  
DeLuca Keller Reed Wojnaroski 
Denlinger Kenney Reichley Wright 
Dermody Killion Rieger Yewcic 
DeWeese Kirkland Roberts Youngblood 
DiGirolamo Kotik Roebuck Yudichak 
Diven LaGrotta Rohrer Zug 
Donatucci Laughlin Rooney 
Eachus Leach Ross 
Egolf Lederer Rubley Perzel, 
Evans, D. Leh Ruffing     Speaker 
 
 
 NAYS–7 
 
Coleman Lewis Metcalfe Vitali 
Creighton Maitland Scavello 
 
 
 NOT VOTING–0 
 
 
 EXCUSED–2 
 
Cornell Smith, B. 
 
 
 The majority required by the Constitution having voted in 
the affirmative, the question was determined in the affirmative 
and the amendments to House amendments were concurred in. 
 Ordered, That the clerk inform the Senate accordingly. 

BILLS SIGNED BY SPEAKER 

 Bills numbered and entitled as follows having been prepared 
for presentation to the Governor, and the same being correct, the 
titles were publicly read as follows: 
 
 HB 44, PN 3148 
 

An Act amending the act of June 13, 1967 (P.L.31, No.21), known 
as the Public Welfare Code, exempting certain persons from Federal 
law relating to public assistance; establishing the Health Care Provider 
Retention Account and the Health Care Provider Retention Program; 
and repealing provisions related to physician discounts on assessments 
and certain health care provider medical professional liability 
insurance.  
 
 HB 172, PN 3158 
 

An Act amending the act of April 9, 1929 (P.L.177, No. 175), 
known as The Administrative Code of 1929, providing for local tax 
withholding of Commonwealth employees; further providing for fees 
chargeable by the Department of Agriculture, the Department of 
Health, the Insurance Department, the Department of Labor and 
Industry and the Pennsylvania Securities Commission, for the 
Corporation Bureau Restricted Account and for collective bargaining in 
education; providing for newborn child testing at federally certified 
laboratories; requiring the Department of General Services to establish 
energy profiles for certain State buildings; further providing for coal 
fuel in State heating systems; repealing an expiration provision relating 
to collective bargaining by certain public employers; making repeals 
relating to fees; and making a repeal relating to the Corporation Bureau 
Restricted Account.  
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 HB 1133, PN 3159 
 

An Act amending act of April 9, 1929 (P.L.343, No.176), known 
as The Fiscal Code, further providing for the definitions of “cost of the 
stamping agent” and “dealer” and for interest on overpayments; 
providing for the definitions of “Crime Victim’s Compensation Fund” 
and “restitution”; further providing for property held by financial 
institutions, for escheat of property held by insurers, for property held 
by courts, public officers and agencies, for miscellaneous property held 
for or owing to another and for depositing funds relating to abandoned 
and unclaimed property.  
 
 SB 80, PN 1341 
 

An Act amending the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), 
known as the Public School Code of 1949, adding definitions; further 
providing for background checks of prospective employees and 
conviction of employees of certain offenses, for fiscal year, for tax levy 
and limitations, and for per capita taxes; authorizing school districts to 
reopen their 2003-2004 budgets; imposing limitations on certain 
unreserved fund balances; repealing provisions relating to professional 
teacher assessment; further providing for residence and right to free 
school privileges, for cost of tuition and maintenance of certain 
exceptional children in approved institutions and for actual cost of 
tuition and maintenance of certain exceptional children in the four 
chartered schools for education of the deaf and the blind; providing for 
firefighter and emergency service training; amending provisions 
relating to the education support services program; providing for the 
educational assistance program and the Head Start Supplemental 
Assistance Program; defining “history of financial distress”; further 
providing for education empowerment list, for implementation of 
school district improvement plan by board of school directors, for 
education empowerment districts, for school improvement grants, for 
mandate waiver program and for definitions; providing for State 
System of Higher Education campus police powers and duties; 
imposing certain limitations on provisions relating to education 
empowerment; amending provisions relating to educational 
improvement tax credit; further providing for small district assistance 
and for temporary special aid to school districts suffering loss of tax 
revenue due to reduction in assessed valuation of taxable property; 
providing for basic education funding for 2002-2003 school year and 
for reimbursement of additional expenses related to basic education; 
further providing for payments to intermediate units, for special 
education payments to school districts, for extraordinary special 
education program expenses and for Commonwealth reimbursements 
for charter schools and cyber charter schools; providing for 
Pennsylvania accountability grants and Keystone educational 
accountability; further providing for powers and duties of the State 
Board of Education; providing for teacher recruitment assistance; and 
making a related repeal.  
 
 Whereupon, the Speaker, in the presence of the House, 
signed the same. 

SUPPLEMENTAL CALENDAR F 
 

BILL ON THIRD CONSIDERATION  

 The House proceeded to third consideration of SB 870,  
PN 1312, entitled: 
 

An Act amending the act of February 9, 1999 (P.L.1, No.1), 
known as the Capital Facilities Debt Enabling Act, increasing the 
limitation on redevelopment assistance capital projects.  
 
 On the question, 
 Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration? 
 Bill was agreed to. 
 
 

 The SPEAKER. This bill has been considered on three 
different days and agreed to and is now on final passage. 
 The question is, shall the bill pass finally? 
 
 The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Delaware,  
Mr. Vitali. 
 Mr. VITALI. Mr. Speaker, I am just wondering if someone 
could give us a brief explanation of 870. 
 The SPEAKER. The gentleman, Mr. Argall, indicates he will 
stand for interrogation. The gentleman is in order and may 
proceed. 
 Mr. ARGALL. Mr. Speaker, periodically this legislature is 
called upon to raise the cap on redevelopment capital assistance 
projects, and that is our goal with this piece of legislation. 
 Mr. VITALI. And it raises it from what level to what level?  
 Mr. ARGALL. $1.45 to $1.51 billion; $60 million. 
 Mr. VITALI. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
 On the question recurring, 
 Shall the bill pass finally? 
 The SPEAKER. Agreeable to the provisions of the 
Constitution, the yeas and nays will now be taken. 
 
 The following roll call was recorded: 
 
 YEAS–172 
 
Adolph Feese Lynch Samuelson 
Allen Fichter Maher Santoni 
Argall Flick Major Sather 
Baker Frankel Manderino Saylor 
Baldwin Freeman Mann Scavello 
Bard Gannon Markosek Schroder 
Barrar Geist Marsico Scrimenti 
Bebko-Jones George McCall Semmel 
Belardi Gergely McGeehan Shaner 
Belfanti Gillespie McGill Smith, S. H. 
Biancucci Gingrich McIlhinney Solobay 
Bishop Godshall McNaughton Staback 
Blaum Good Melio Stairs 
Browne Goodman Micozzie Steil 
Bunt Grucela Miller, R. Stern 
Butkovitz Gruitza Mundy Stetler 
Buxton Habay Mustio Stevenson, T. 
Caltagirone Haluska Myers Sturla 
Cappelli Hanna Nailor Surra 
Casorio Harhai O’Brien Taylor, E. Z. 
Causer Harhart Oliver Taylor, J. 
Cawley Harper O’Neill Thomas 
Civera Harris Pallone Tigue 
Clymer Hasay Payne Travaglio  
Cohen Hennessey Petrarca Veon 
Corrigan Herman Petri Vitali 
Costa Hershey Petrone Walko 
Coy Hess Phillips Wansacz 
Crahalla Horsey Pickett Washington 
Cruz Hutchinson Pistella Waters 
Curry James Preston Watson 
Daley Josephs Raymond Weber 
Dally Keller Readshaw Wheatley 
DeLuca Kenney Reed Williams 
Dermody Killion Reichley Wojnaroski 
DeWeese Kirkland Rieger Wright 
DiGirolamo Kotik Roberts Yewcic 
Diven LaGrotta Roebuck Youngblood 
Donatucci Laughlin Rooney Yudichak 
Eachus Leach Ross Zug 
Evans, D. Lederer Rubley 
Evans, J. Lescovitz Ruffing 
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Fabrizio Levdansky Sainato Perzel, 
Fairchild Lewis      Speaker 
 
 NAYS–27 
 
Armstrong Dailey Leh Stevenson, R. 
Bastian Denlinger Mackereth Tangretti 
Benninghoff Egolf Maitland True 
Birmelin Fleagle Metcalfe Turzai 
Boyd Forcier Miller, S. Vance 
Coleman Gabig Nickol Wilt  
Creighton Hickernell Rohrer 
 
 NOT VOTING–1 
 
McIlhattan 
 
 EXCUSED–2 
 
Cornell Smith, B. 
 
 
 The majority required by the Constitution having voted in 
the affirmative, the question was determined in the affirmative 
and the bill passed finally. 
 Ordered, That the clerk present the same to the Senate for 
concurrence. 

BILL SIGNED BY SPEAKER 

 Bill numbered and entitled as follows having been prepared 
for presentation to the Governor, and the same being correct, the 
title was publicly read as follows: 
 
 SB 870, PN 1312 
 

An Act amending the act of February 9, 1999 (P.L.1, No.1), 
known as the Capital Facilities Debt Enabling Act, increasing the 
limitation on redevelopment assistance capital projects.  
 
 Whereupon, the Speaker, in the presence of the House, 
signed the same. 

SUPPLEMENTAL CALENDAR J 
 

RULES SUSPENDED 

 The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the gentleman,  
Mr. Frankel. 
 Mr. FRANKEL. Mr. Speaker, I move for immediate 
consideration of HB 1614 with amendment. 
 
 On the question, 
 Will the House agree to the motion? 
 
 The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the majority leader. 
 Mr. S. SMITH. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would like to ask the members to suspend the 
rules for the consideration of amendments to HB 1614. 
Although this piece of legislation is on second consideration 
and we typically do not amend on second, the purpose would 
be, if the members would agree to suspend the rules for the 
purpose of amendment, then the bill would be sent back to 
committee for hearings as amended. 

 That would be our intention, Mr. Speaker, and I would 
appreciate the support. 
 The SPEAKER. You did a better job than I did, Mr. Smith. 
Thank you. 
 The gentleman, Mr. Coy. 
 Mr. COY. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, we would concur and join in the  
majority leader’s request to suspend the rules and ask for an 
affirmative vote on the motion. 
 
 On the question recurring, 
 Will the House agree to the motion? 
 
 The following roll call was recorded: 
 
 YEAS–197 
 
Adolph Evans, J. Lewis Samuelson 
Allen Fabrizio Lynch Santoni 
Argall Fairchild Mackereth Sather 
Armstrong Feese Maher Saylor 
Baker Fichter Maitland Scavello 
Baldwin Fleagle Major Schroder 
Bard Flick Manderino Scrimenti 
Barrar Forcier Mann Semmel 
Bastian Frankel Markosek Shaner 
Bebko-Jones Freeman Marsico Smith, S. H. 
Belardi Gabig McCall Solobay 
Belfanti Gannon McGeehan Staback 
Benninghoff Geist McGill Stairs 
Biancucci George McIlhattan Steil 
Birmelin Gergely McIlhinney Stern 
Bishop Gillespie McNaughton Stetler 
Blaum Gingrich Melio Stevenson, R. 
Boyd Godshall Micozzie Stevenson, T. 
Browne Good Miller, R. Sturla 
Bunt Goodman Miller, S. Surra 
Butkovitz Grucela Mundy Tangretti 
Buxton Gruitza Mustio Taylor, E. Z. 
Caltagirone Habay Myers Taylor, J. 
Cappelli Haluska Nailor Thomas 
Casorio Hanna Nickol Tigue 
Causer Harhai O’Brien Travaglio  
Cawley Harhart Oliver True 
Civera Harper O’Neill Turzai 
Clymer Harris Pallone Vance 
Cohen Hasay Payne Veon 
Coleman Hennessey Petrarca Vitali 
Corrigan Herman Petri Walko 
Costa Hershey Petrone Wansacz 
Coy Hess Phillips Washington 
Crahalla Hickernell Pickett Waters 
Cruz Horsey Pistella Watson 
Curry James Preston Weber 
Dailey Josephs Raymond Wheatley 
Daley Keller Readshaw Williams 
Dally Kenney Reed Wilt  
DeLuca Killion Reichley Wojnaroski 
Denlinger Kirkland Rieger Wright 
Dermody Kotik Roberts Yewcic 
DeWeese LaGrotta Roebuck Youngblood 
DiGirolamo Laughlin Rohrer Yudichak 
Diven Leach Rooney Zug 
Donatucci Lederer Ross 
Eachus Leh Rubley 
Egolf Lescovitz Ruffing Perzel, 
Evans, D. Levdansky Sainato     Speaker 
 
 NAYS–2 
 
Hutchinson Metcalfe 
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 NOT VOTING–1 
 
Creighton 
 
 EXCUSED–2 
 
Cornell Smith, B. 
 
 
 A majority of the members required by the rules having 
voted in the affirmative, the question was determined in the 
affirmative and the motion was agreed to. 

BILL ON SECOND CONSIDERATION 

 The House proceeded to second consideration of HB 1614, 
PN 3081, entitled: 
 

An Act amending the act of July 11, 1990 (P.L.465, No.113), 
known as the Tax Increment Financing Act, further providing for 
determination of tax increment and tax increment base.  
 
 On the question, 
 Will the House agree to the bill on second consideration? 
 
 Mr. GILLESPIE offered the following amendment No. 
A4928: 
 
 Amend Title, page 1, line 22, by removing the period after 
“BASE” and inserting 
   and for reporting requirements; and making an 

editorial change. 
 Amend Bill, page 2, by inserting after line 30 
 Section 2.  Section 9.1 of the act, added December 16, 1992 
(P.L.1240, No.164), is amended to read: 
Section 9.1.  Rules and regulations. 
 The Secretary of [Commerce] Community and Economic 
Development may, in the manner provided by law, promulgate the 
rules and regulations necessary to carry out this act. Regulations so 
promulgated shall not apply to districts created prior to the effective 
date of such regulations. 
 Section 3.  Section 10 of the act is amended to read: 
Section 10.  [Comprehensive report.] Reporting requirements. 
 (a)  Comprehensive report.–The Department of [Commerce] 
Community and Economic Development, in cooperation with other 
State agencies and local governments, shall make a comprehensive 
report to the Governor and the General Assembly every two years 
commencing January 1, 1992, as to the social, economic, and financial 
effects and impact of tax increment financing projects. 
 (b)  Municipality reports.–The governing body of a municipality 
that creates a tax increment district and adopts a resolution or 
ordinance in accordance with section 5(a)(6), shall report to the 
Department of Community and Economic Development within 30 days 
of the adoption thereof, such information as required by regulation of 
the department. A copy of the resolution or ordinance shall be attached 
to the report. 
 Amend Sec. 2, page 3, line 1, by striking out “2” and inserting 
   4 
 
 On the question, 
 Will the House agree to the amendment? 
 
 The following roll call was recorded: 
 
 
 

 YEAS–193 
 
Adolph Evans, D. Lescovitz Ruffing 
Allen Evans, J. Levdansky Sainato 
Argall Fabrizio Lewis Samuelson 
Armstrong Fairchild Lynch Santoni 
Baker Feese Mackereth Sather 
Baldwin Fichter Maher Saylor 
Bard Fleagle Maitland Schroder 
Barrar Flick Major Scrimenti 
Bastian Forcier Manderino Semmel 
Bebko-Jones Frankel Mann Shaner 
Belardi Freeman Markosek Smith, S. H. 
Belfanti Gabig Marsico Solobay 
Benninghoff Gannon McCall Staback 
Biancucci Geist McGeehan Stairs 
Birmelin George McGill Steil 
Bishop Gergely McIlhattan Stern 
Blaum Gillespie McIlhinney Stetler 
Boyd Gingrich McNaughton Stevenson, T. 
Browne Godshall Melio Sturla 
Bunt Good Micozzie Surra 
Butkovitz Goodman Miller, R. Tangretti 
Buxton Grucela Miller, S. Taylor, E. Z. 
Caltagirone Gruitza Mundy Taylor, J. 
Cappelli Habay Myers Thomas 
Casorio Haluska Nailor Tigue 
Causer Hanna Nickol Travaglio  
Cawley Harhai O’Brien True 
Civera Harhart Oliver Vance 
Clymer Harper O’Neill Veon 
Cohen Harris Pallone Vitali 
Corrigan Hasay Payne Walko 
Costa Hennessey Petrarca Wansacz 
Coy Herman Petri Washington 
Crahalla Hershey Petrone Waters 
Creighton Hess Phillips Watson 
Cruz Hickernell Pickett Weber 
Curry Horsey Pistella Wheatley 
Dailey James Preston Williams 
Daley Josephs Raymond Wilt  
Dally Keller Readshaw Wojnaroski 
DeLuca Kenney Reed Wright 
Denlinger Killion Reichley Yewcic 
Dermody Kirkland Rieger Youngblood 
DeWeese Kotik Roberts Yudichak 
DiGirolamo LaGrotta Roebuck Zug 
Diven Laughlin Rohrer 
Donatucci Leach Rooney 
Eachus Lederer Ross Perzel, 
Egolf Leh Rubley     Speaker 
 
 NAYS–7 
 
Coleman Metcalfe Scavello Turzai 
Hutchinson Mustio Stevenson, R. 
 
 NOT VOTING–0 
 
 EXCUSED–2 
 
Cornell Smith, B. 
 
 
 The majority having voted in the affirmative, the question 
was determined in the affirmative and the amendment was 
agreed to. 
 
 On the question, 
 Will the House agree to the bill on second consideration as 
amended? 
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 Mr. THOMAS offered the following amendment No. 
A4978: 
 
 Amend Title, page 1, lines 21 and 22, by striking out 
“FURTHER PROVIDING” in line 21 and all of line 22 and inserting 
further defining “finance officer,” “governing body” and “school 
district”; further providing for creation of tax increment districts and 
approval of project plans, for allocation of positive tax increments, for 
determination of tax increment and tax increment base, for allocation 
of positive tax increments and for financing of project costs. 
 Amend Bill, page 2, lines 17 through 22, by striking out all of 
said lines and inserting 
 Section 1.  The definitions of “finance officer,” “governing 
body” and “school district” in section 3 of the act of July 11, 1990 
(P.L.465, No.113), known as the Tax Increment Financing Act, are 
amended to read: 
Section 3.  Definitions. 
 The following words and phrases when used in this act shall have 
the meanings given to them in this section unless the context clearly 
indicates otherwise: 
 * * * 
 “Finance officer.”  The legally authorized agent of a municipality 
[or school district] responsible by law for receipt and disbursement of 
the revenues of the municipality [or school district]. 
 “Governing body.”  The legislative body of a municipality 
authorized by law to levy taxes. [The term includes the board of 
directors of a school district authorized by law to levy taxes.] 
 * * * 
 [“School district.”  The term includes school districts of all 
classes as defined by the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), known 
as the Public School Code of 1949.] 
 * * * 
 Section 2.  Section 5(a)(2), (4), (5) and (7) of the act, amended 
December 16, 1992 (P.L.1240, No.164), are amended to read: 
Section 5.  Creation of tax increment districts and approval of project 

plans. 
 (a)  General rule.–A tax increment district shall be created in the 
following manner: 
  * * * 
  (2)  Each affected municipality [and school district] shall 

designate a representative to meet with the authority to discuss 
the project plan and the tax increment financing, and shall notify 
the authority of its designated representative. The authority shall 
meet with the designated representative to discuss the creation of 
the district, the boundaries of the district, development within the 
district, the tax increment that the municipality [and school 
district] would contribute to the tax increment fund, the exclusion 
of particular parcels of property from the district, tax collection 
for the district and any other matter relevant to the proposed tax 
increment district. 

  * * * 
  (4)  The authority shall prepare a project plan for each 

tax increment district and submit the plan to the governing body 
of the municipality which will create the district and to the 
governing body of any other municipality [or school district] that 
levies property taxes within the boundaries of the proposed 
district. The plan shall include the following: 

   (i)  A statement listing the kind, number and 
location of all proposed public works or improvements 
and/or all residential, commercial or industrial 
development and revitalization improvements. 

   (ii)  An economic feasibility study of the project 
and the fiscal effects on the municipal tax base. 

   (iii)  A detailed list of estimated project costs. 
   (iv)  A description of the methods of financing all 

estimated project costs and the time when related costs or 
monetary obligations are to be incurred. 

 

   (v)  A map showing existing uses and conditions 
of real property in the district. 

   (vi)  A map showing proposed improvements and 
uses therein. 

   (vii)  Proposed changes of any zoning ordinance, 
master plan, map, building code or ordinance. 

   (viii)  A list of estimated nonproject costs. 
   (ix)  A statement of a proposed method for the 

relocation of families, persons and businesses to be 
temporarily or permanently displaced from housing or 
commercial facilities in the project area by 
implementation of the plan. 

  (5)  The governing body of the municipality which will 
create the tax increment district shall hold at least one public 
hearing at which interested parties are afforded a reasonable 
opportunity to express their views on the concept of tax 
increment financing, on the proposed creation of a tax increment 
district and its proposed boundaries, on the proposed adoption of 
a project plan for the district and the benefits to the municipality. 
Notice of the hearing shall be published in accordance with the 
terms of the act of July 3, 1986 (P.L.388, No.84), known as the 
Sunshine Act, and said notice shall be provided by first class 
mail, postage prepaid, to the governing body of any municipality 
[or school district] that levies property taxes within the 
boundaries of a proposed tax increment district. This notice shall 
be provided not less than 30 days before the date of the hearing. 

  * * * 
  (7)  The governing body of a municipality [or school 

district] that levies property taxes within the boundaries of a 
proposed tax increment district shall, by ordinance or resolution, 
agree to participate or opt not to participate in whole or in part in 
the tax increment district. Such ordinance or resolution shall be 
adopted and a copy thereof delivered to the governing body of 
the municipality which will create the district on or before the 
date on which the public hearing described in paragraph (5) is 
held. 

  * * * 
 Section 3.  Section 6(e) of the act is amended and the section is 
amended by adding a subsection to read: 
Section 6.  Determination of tax increment and tax increment base. 
 * * * 
 (e)  Identification.–The assessor for the municipality which 
created the district shall identify upon the assessment roll, returned and 
examined in accordance with law, those parcels of property which are 
within each existing tax increment district, specifying the name of each 
district. A similar notation shall also appear on the tax roll made by the 
finance officer for the municipality creating the district and by the 
finance officer for any municipality [or school district] that participates 
in a tax increment district. 
 Amend Bill, page 2, by inserting after line 30 
 Section 4.  Sections 7(b) and (c) and 9(h) of the act are amended 
to read: 
Section 7.  Allocation of positive tax increments. 
 * * * 
 (b)  Collection and payment of tax increments.–Notwithstanding 
any other provision of law, the finance officer for the municipality 
which created the district and the finance officer for any municipality 
[or school district] which participates in a tax increment district shall, 
on the next settlement date provided by law, pay over to the issuing 
authority, out of all such taxes which have been collected, that portion 
which represents the tax increment allocable to the issuing authority. 
 (c)  Deposit of tax increments.–All tax increments received by 
the issuing authority shall be deposited into the tax increment fund for 
the district. Each finance officer may also transmit, for deposit into the 
fund, additional moneys pursuant to an appropriation by the governing 
body the officer represents or from any other source. Moneys shall  
be paid out of the fund by the issuing authority in accordance with 
section 9(h). To the extent that any moneys remain in the fund after all 
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foregoing costs have been paid or satisfied, the remaining moneys shall 
be distributed on an equal basis to all municipalities [and school 
districts] which participated in the tax increment district. 
Section 9.  Financing of project costs. 
 * * * 
 (h)  Payment of bonds and notes.–Tax increment bonds or notes 
are payable in whole or in part from the tax increment fund. To the 
extent that bonds or notes are payable in whole, each bond or note shall 
contain recitals as are necessary to show that it is only so payable and 
that it does not constitute an indebtedness of any municipality [or 
school district] or a charge against the general taxing power thereof. 
The issuing authority shall irrevocably pledge all or a part of the tax 
increment fund to the payment of the bonds or notes. The fund or 
designated part thereof may thereafter be used only for the pay ment of 
the bonds or notes and interest until they have been fully paid, and a 
holder of the bonds or notes or of any coupons appertaining thereto 
shall have a lien against the fund for payment of the bonds or notes and 
interest, and may either at law or in equity protect and enforce the lien. 
Notwithstanding the foregoing, a municipality [or school district] may 
guarantee the payment of tax increment bonds or notes pursuant to the 
provisions of the act of July 12, 1972 (P.L.781, No.185), known as the 
Local Government Unit Debt Act. In such instance, appropriate 
notation of such shall be reflected in the recitals of each bond or note. 
 * * * 
 Amend Sec. 2, page 3, line 1, by striking out all of said line and 
inserting 
 Section 5.  This act shall take effect as follows: 
  (1)  The following provisions shall take effect 

immediately: 
   (i)  This section. 
   (ii)  The addition of section 6(f) of the act. 
  (2)  The remainder of this act shall take effect in 60 days.  
 
 On the question, 
 Will the House agree to the amendment? 
 
 The following roll call was recorded: 
 
 YEAS–177 
 
Adolph Evans, D. Levdansky Sather 
Allen Evans, J. Lewis Saylor 
Argall Fabrizio Lynch Scavello 
Armstrong Fairchild Mackereth Schroder 
Baker Feese Maher Scrimenti 
Baldwin Fichter Maitland Semmel 
Barrar Flick Major Shaner 
Bastian Forcier Manderino Smith, S. H. 
Bebko-Jones Frankel Mann Solobay 
Belardi Freeman Markosek Staback 
Belfanti Gannon Marsico Stairs 
Biancucci Geist McCall Steil 
Birmelin George McGeehan Stetler 
Bishop Gergely McGill Stevenson, R. 
Blaum Gillespie McIlhattan Stevenson, T. 
Boyd Gingrich McIlhinney Sturla 
Browne Godshall McNaughton Surra 
Bunt Goodman Melio Tangretti 
Butkovitz Grucela Micozzie Taylor, E. Z. 
Buxton Gruitza Miller, R. Taylor, J. 
Caltagirone Habay Mundy Thomas 
Cappelli Haluska Myers Tigue 
Casorio Hanna O’Brien Travaglio  
Causer Harhai Oliver True 
Cawley Harhart O’Neill Turzai 
Civera Harris Pallone Veon 
Clymer Hasay Payne Vitali 
Cohen Hennessey Petrarca Walko 
Corrigan Herman Petri Wansacz 
Costa Hershey Petrone Washington 
Coy Hess Phillips Waters 

Crahalla Hickernell Pickett Watson 
Cruz Horsey Pistella Wheatley 
Curry James Preston Williams 
Dailey Josephs Raymond Wilt  
Daley Keller Readshaw Wojnaroski 
Dally Kenney Reed Wright 
DeLuca Killion Rieger Yewcic 
Denlinger Kirkland Roberts Youngblood 
Dermody Kotik Roebuck Yudichak 
DeWeese LaGrotta Rooney Zug 
DiGirolamo Laughlin Ruffing 
Diven Leach Sainato 
Donatucci Lederer Samuelson Perzel, 
Eachus Lescovitz Santoni     Speaker 
 
 NAYS–23 
 
Bard Gabig Miller, S. Ross 
Benninghoff Good Mustio Rubley 
Coleman Harper Nailor Stern 
Creighton Hutchinson Nickol Vance 
Egolf Leh Reichley Weber 
Fleagle Metcalfe Rohrer 
 
 NOT VOTING–0 
 
 EXCUSED–2 
 
Cornell Smith, B. 
 
 
 The majority having voted in the affirmative, the question 
was determined in the affirmative and the amendment was 
agreed to. 
 
 On the question recurring, 
 Will the House agree to the bill on second consideration as 
amended? 
 
 Mr. LEVDANSKY offered the following amendment No. 
A4589: 
 
 Amend Title, page 1, line 21, by inserting after “NOTES,” ” 
   defining “blighted property,” “prime agricultural 

land,” “wetland” and “wild trout stream”; and 
 Amend Title, page 1, line 22, by inserting after “FOR” 
   the definition of “redevelopment area” and for 
 Amend Bill, page 2, lines 17 through 19, by striking out all of 
said lines and inserting 
 Section 1.  The definition of “redevelopment area” in section 3  
of the act of July 11, 1990 (P.L.465, No.113), known as the  
Tax Increment Financing Act, is amended and the section is amended 
by adding definitions to read: 
Section 3.  Definitions. 
 The following words and phrases when used in this act shall have 
the meanings given to them in this section unless the context clearly 
indicates otherwise: 
 * * * 
 “Blighted property.” Residential, industrial or commercial real 
property that is abandoned, unsafe, vacant, undervalued, underutilized, 
overgrown, defective, condemned or demolished. The term shall 
include real property adjacent to blighted property if that adjacent real 
property is significantly undervalued and underutilized due to the 
proximity of the blighted property. The term shall not include prime 
agricultural land, wetlands and wild trout streams. 
 * * * 
 “Prime agricultural land.” Real property used for agricultural 
purposes that contains soils of the first, second or third class as defined  
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by the United States Department of Agriculture, Natural Resources 
Conservation Service’s county soil survey. 
 * * * 
 “Redevelopment area.”  Any area, whether improved or 
unimproved, which a planning commission may find to [be blighted 
because of the existence of the conditions enumerated in section 2  
of the act of May 24, 1945 (P.L.991, No.385), known as the  
Urban Redevelopment Law] contain blighted property, so as to require 
redevelopment under the provisions of the act of May 24, 1945 
(P.L.991, No.385), known as the Urban Redevelopment Law or this 
act. 
 * * * 
 “Wetland.” An area that is inundated or saturated by surface 
water or groundwater at a frequency and duration sufficient to support, 
and that under normal circumstances actually support, a prevalence of 
vegetation typically adapted for life in saturated soil conditions, 
including a swamp, marsh, bog and similar area. 
 “Wild trout stream.” A stream classified by the Pennsylvania 
Fish and Boat Commission as supporting naturally reproducing trout 
populations. 
 Section 2.  Section 6 of the act is amended by adding a 
subsection to read: 
 Amend Sec. 2, page 3, line 1, by striking out “2” and inserting 
   3 
 
 On the question, 
 Will the House agree to the amendment? 
 
 The following roll call was recorded: 
 
 YEAS–190 
 
Adolph Fabrizio Lewis Sainato 
Allen Fairchild Lynch Samuelson 
Argall Feese Mackereth Santoni 
Armstrong Fichter Maher Sather 
Baker Fleagle Maitland Saylor 
Baldwin Flick Major Scavello 
Bard Forcier Manderino Schroder 
Barrar Frankel Mann Scrimenti 
Bastian Freeman Markosek Semmel 
Bebko-Jones Gabig Marsico Shaner 
Belardi Gannon McCall Smith, S. H. 
Belfanti Geist McGeehan Solobay 
Benninghoff George McGill Staback 
Biancucci Gergely McIlhattan Stairs 
Birmelin Gillespie McIlhinney Steil 
Bishop Gingrich McNaughton Stetler 
Blaum Good Melio Stevenson, R. 
Boyd Goodman Micozzie Stevenson, T. 
Browne Grucela Miller, R. Sturla 
Bunt Gruitza Miller, S. Surra 
Butkovitz Habay Mundy Tangretti 
Buxton Haluska Mustio Taylor, E. Z. 
Caltagirone Hanna Myers Taylor, J. 
Cappelli Harhai Nailor Thomas 
Casorio Harhart Nickol Tigue 
Cawley Harper O’Brien Travaglio  
Civera Harris Oliver True 
Clymer Hasay O’Neill Turzai 
Cohen Hennessey Pallone Vance 
Corrigan Herman Payne Veon 
Costa Hershey Petrarca Vitali 
Coy Hess Petri Walko 
Crahalla Hickernell Petrone Wansacz 
Cruz Horsey Phillips Washington 
Curry James Pickett Waters 
Dailey Josephs Pistella Watson 
Daley Keller Preston Weber 
Dally Kenney Raymond Wheatley 
DeLuca Killion Readshaw Williams 
Denlinger Kirkland Reed Wojnaroski 

Dermody Kotik Rieger Wright 
DeWeese LaGrotta Roberts Yewcic 
DiGirolamo Laughlin Roebuck Youngblood 
Diven Leach Rohrer Yudichak 
Donatucci Lederer Rooney Zug 
Eachus Leh Ross 
Evans, D. Lescovitz Rubley Perzel, 
Evans, J. Levdansky Ruffing     Speaker 
 
 NAYS–10 
 
Causer Egolf Metcalfe Stern 
Coleman Godshall Reichley Wilt  
Creighton Hutchinson 
 
 NOT VOTING–0 
 
 EXCUSED–2 
 
Cornell Smith, B. 
 
 
 The majority having voted in the affirmative, the question 
was determined in the affirmative and the amendment was 
agreed to. 
 
 On the question recurring, 
 Will the House agree to the bill on second consideration as 
amended? 
 Bill as amended was agreed to. 
 
 Ordered, That the bill as amended be transcribed for third 
consideration. 
 
 The SPEAKER. The Speaker directs the clerk to reprint the 
bill as amended. 

BILL RECOMMITTED 

 The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the majority leader. 
 Mr. S. SMITH. Mr. Speaker, I move that HB 1614 be 
recommitted to the Committee on Finance. 
 
 On the question, 
 Will the House agree to the motion? 
 Motion was agreed to. 

SUPPLEMENTAL CALENDAR A 
 

BILL ON CONCURRENCE 
IN SENATE AMENDMENTS 

 The House proceeded to consideration of concurrence in 
Senate amendments to HB 1589, PN 3161, entitled: 
 

A Supplement to the act of March 20, 2003 (P.L.    , No.1A), 
entitled “An act to provide from the General Fund for the expenses of 
the Executive, Legislative and Judicial Departments of the 
Commonwealth, the public debt and for the public schools for the  
fiscal year July 1, 2003, to June 30, 2004, for certain institutions and 
organizations, and for the payment of bills incurred and remaining 
unpaid at the close of the fiscal year ending June 30, 2003; to provide 
appropriations from the State Lottery Fund, the Energy Conservation 
and Assistance Fund, the Hazardous Material Response Fund,  
The State Stores Fund, the Milk Marketing Fund, the Home Investment 
Trust Fund, the Emergency Medical Services Operating Fund,  
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the Tuition Payment Fund, the Banking Department Fund, the  
Firearm Records Check Fund, the Ben Franklin Technology 
Development Authority Fund and the Tobacco Settlement Fund  
to the Executive Department; to provide appropriations from the 
Judicial Computer System Augmentation Account to the  
Judicial Department for the fiscal year July 1, 2003, to June 30, 2004; 
to provide appropriations from the Motor License Fund for the  
fiscal year July 1, 2003, to June 30, 2004, for the proper operation of 
the several departments of the Commonwealth and the Pennsylvania 
State Police authorized to spend Motor License Fund Moneys; to 
provide for the appropriation of Federal funds to the Executive 
Department of the Commonwealth and for the establishment of 
restricted receipt accounts for the fiscal year July 1, 2003, to June 30, 
2004, and for the payment of bills remaining unpaid at the close of the 
fiscal year ending June 30, 2003; to provide for the additional 
appropriation of Federal and State funds from the General Fund, for the 
Executive Department of the Commonwealth for the fiscal year July 1, 
2002, to June 30, 2003, and for the payment of bills incurred and 
remaining unpaid at the close of the fiscal year ending June 30, 2002 
and making a repeal,” increasing, decreasing and providing  
additional General Fund appropriations for the expenses of the 
Executive, Legislative and Judicial Departments of the 
Commonwealth, the public debt and for the public schools for the  
fiscal year July 1, 2003, to June 30, 2004, for certain institutions and 
organizations, and for the payment of bills incurred and remaining 
unpaid at the close of the fiscal year ending June 30, 2003; imposing 
limitations on certain Motor License Fund expenditures; to provide 
appropriations from the State Lottery Fund, the Ben Franklin 
Technology Development Authority Fund and the Health Care 
Provider Retention Account to the Executive Department; providing 
for the additional appropriation of State funds from the General Fund 
for the Legislative Department of the Commonwealth for the  
fiscal year July 1, 2002, to June 30, 2003; increasing, decreasing  
and providing additional appropriations of Federal funds to the 
Executive Department of the Commonwealth for the fiscal year  
July 1, 2003, to June 30, 2004, and for the payment of bills remaining 
unpaid at the close of the fiscal year ending June 30, 2003; imposing 
limitations on certain Motor License Fund expenditures; and making 
repeals related to the power of the Supreme Court to make certain 
transfers.  
 
 On the question, 
 Will the House concur in Senate amendments? 
 
 The SPEAKER. It is moved by the gentleman, Mr. Cohen, 
that the House concur in the amendments inserted by the 
Senate. 
 
 On the question recurring, 
 Will the House concur in Senate amendments? 
 The SPEAKER. Agreeable to the provisions of the 
Constitution, the yeas and nays will now be taken. 
 
 The following roll call was recorded: 
 
 YEAS–165 
 
Adolph Fairchild Lynch Sainato 
Allen Feese Mackereth Samuelson 
Argall Fichter Maher Santoni 
Baker Flick Major Saylor 
Baldwin Frankel Manderino Schroder 
Barrar Freeman Mann Scrimenti 
Bebko-Jones Gannon Markosek Shaner 
Belardi Geist Marsico Smith, S. H. 
Belfanti George McCall Solobay 
Biancucci Gergely McGeehan Staback 
Bishop Gillespie McGill Steil 
Blaum Gingrich McIlhinney Stetler 
Boyd Godshall McNaughton Stevenson, T. 
Browne Good Melio Sturla 
Bunt Goodman Micozzie Surra 
 

Butkovitz Grucela Miller, R. Tangretti 
Buxton Gruitza Mundy Taylor, E. Z. 
Caltagirone Habay Myers Taylor, J. 
Cappelli Haluska Nailor Thomas 
Casorio Hanna Nickol Tigue 
Causer Harhai O’Brien Travaglio  
Cawley Harhart Oliver True 
Civera Harper O’Neill Veon 
Clymer Harris Pallone Vitali 
Cohen Hasay Payne Walko 
Corrigan Hennessey Petrarca Wansacz 
Costa Hershey Petri Washington 
Coy Hickernell Petrone Waters 
Cruz Horsey Phillips Watson 
Curry James Pickett Weber 
Daley Josephs Pistella Wheatley 
Dally Keller Preston Williams 
DeLuca Kenney Raymond Wojnaroski 
Dermody Killion Readshaw Wright 
DeWeese Kirkland Reed Yewcic 
DiGirolamo Kotik Reichley Youngblood 
Diven LaGrotta Rieger Yudichak 
Donatucci Laughlin Roberts Zug 
Eachus Leach Roebuck 
Evans, D. Lederer Rooney 
Evans, J. Lescovitz Ross Perzel, 
Fabrizio Levdansky Ruffing     Speaker 
 
 
 NAYS–35 
 
Armstrong Denlinger Lewis Scavello 
Bard Egolf Maitland Semmel 
Bastian Fleagle McIlhattan Stairs 
Benninghoff Forcier Metcalfe Stern 
Birmelin Gabig Miller, S. Stevenson, R. 
Coleman Herman Mustio Turzai 
Crahalla Hess Rohrer Vance 
Creighton Hutchinson Rubley Wilt  
Dailey Leh Sather 
 
 
 NOT VOTING–0 
 
 
 EXCUSED–2 
 
Cornell Smith, B. 
 
 
 The majority required by the Constitution having voted in 
the affirmative, the question was determined in the affirmative 
and the amendments were concurred in. 
 Ordered, That the clerk inform the Senate accordingly. 
 

STATEMENT BY MR. THOMAS 

 The SPEAKER. For what purpose does the gentleman,  
Mr. Thomas, rise?  
 Mr. THOMAS. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Personal privilege. 
 Mr. Speaker, I just wanted to thank you and thank our caucus 
leadership, majority caucus leadership, for keeping your word. 
This was the restoration, part of the restoration bill that was 
promised, and we have put back moneys needed for some very 
basic programs, and so I want to thank leadership on both sides 
of the aisle and thank all of my colleagues for their affirmative 
vote on HB 1589. 
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BILL SIGNED BY SPEAKER 

 Bill numbered and entitled as follows having been prepared 
for presentation to the Governor, and the same being correct, the 
title was publicly read as follows: 
 
 HB 1589, PN 3161 
 

A Supplement to the act of March 20, 2003 (P.L.    , No.1A), 
entitled “An act to provide from the General Fund for the expenses of 
the Executive, Legislative and Judicial Departments of the 
Commonwealth, the public debt and for the public schools for the  
fiscal year July 1, 2003, to June 30, 2004, for certain institutions and 
organizations, and for the payment of bills incurred and remaining 
unpaid at the close of the fiscal year ending June 30, 2003; to provide 
appropriations from the State Lottery Fund, the Energy Conservation 
and Assistance Fund, the Hazardous Material Response Fund,  
The State Stores Fund, the Milk Marketing Fund, the Home Investment 
Trust Fund, the Emergency Medical Services Operating Fund,  
the Tuition Payment Fund, the Banking Department Fund, the  
Firearm Records Check Fund, the Ben Franklin Technology 
Development Authority Fund and the Tobacco Settlement Fund  
to the Executive Department; to provide appropriations from the 
Judicial Computer System Augmentation Account to the  
Judicial Department for the fiscal year July 1, 2003, to June 30, 2004; 
to provide appropriations from the Motor License Fund for the  
fiscal year July 1, 2003, to June 30, 2004, for the proper operation of 
the several departments of the Commonwealth and the Pennsylvania 
State Police authorized to spend Motor License Fund Moneys;  
to provide for the appropriation of Federal funds to the  
Executive Department of the Commonwealth and for the establishment 
of restricted receipt accounts for the fiscal year July 1, 2003, to  
June 30, 2004, and for the payment of bills remaining unpaid at the 
close of the fiscal year ending June 30, 2003; to provide for the 
additional appropriation of Federal and State funds from the General 
Fund, for the Executive Department of the Commonwealth for the 
fiscal year July 1, 2002, to June 30, 2003, and for the payment of bills 
incurred and remaining unpaid at the close of the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 2002 and making a repeal,” increasing, decreasing and 
providing additional General Fund appropriations for the expenses of 
the Executive, Legislative and Judicial Departments of the 
Commonwealth, the public debt and for the public schools for the  
fiscal year July 1, 2003, to June 30, 2004, for certain institutions and 
organizations, and for the payment of bills incurred and remaining 
unpaid at the close of the fiscal year ending June 30, 2003; imposing 
limitations on certain Motor License Fund expenditures; to provide 
appropriations from the State Lottery Fund, the Ben Franklin 
Technology Development Authority Fund and the Health Care 
Provider Retention Account to the Executive Department; providing 
for the additional appropriation of State funds from the General Fund 
for the Legislative Department of the Commonwealth for the  
fiscal year July 1, 2002, to June 30, 2003; increasing, decreasing  
and providing additional appropriations of Federal funds to the 
Executive Department of the Commonwealth for the fiscal year July 1, 
2003, to June 30, 2004, and for the payment of bills remaining unpaid 
at the close of the fiscal year ending June 30, 2003; imposing 
limitations on certain Motor License Fund expenditures; and making 
repeals related to the power of the Supreme Court to make certain 
transfers.  
 
 Whereupon, the Speaker, in the presence of the House, 
signed the same. 

CALENDAR CONTINUED 
 

RESOLUTION PURSUANT TO RULE 35 

 Mr. DiGIROLAMO called up HR 395, PN 2614, entitled: 
 

A Resolution designating the month of September 2003 as 
“Alcohol and Drug Addiction Recovery Month” in Pennsylvania.  

 On the question, 
 Will the House adopt the resolution? 
 
 The following roll call was recorded: 
 
 YEAS–199 
 
Adolph Evans, J. Levdansky Sainato 
Allen Fabrizio Lewis Samuelson 
Argall Fairchild Lynch Santoni 
Armstrong Feese Mackereth Sather 
Baker Fichter Maher Saylor 
Baldwin Fleagle Maitland Scavello 
Bard Flick Major Schroder 
Barrar Forcier Manderino Scrimenti 
Bastian Frankel Mann Semmel 
Bebko-Jones Freeman Markosek Shaner 
Belardi Gabig Marsico Smith, S. H. 
Belfanti Gannon McCall Solobay 
Benninghoff Geist McGeehan Staback 
Biancucci George McGill Stairs 
Birmelin Gergely McIlhattan Steil 
Bishop Gillespie McIlhinney Stern 
Blaum Gingrich McNaughton Stetler 
Boyd Godshall Melio Stevenson, R. 
Browne Good Micozzie Stevenson, T. 
Bunt Goodman Miller, R. Sturla 
Butkovitz Grucela Miller, S. Surra 
Buxton Gruitza Mundy Tangretti 
Caltagirone Habay Mustio Taylor, E. Z. 
Cappelli Haluska Myers Taylor, J. 
Casorio Hanna Nailor Thomas 
Causer Harhai Nickol Tigue 
Cawley Harhart O’Brien Travaglio  
Civera Harper Oliver True 
Clymer Harris O’Neill Turzai 
Cohen Hasay Pallone Vance 
Coleman Hennessey Payne Veon 
Corrigan Herman Petrarca Vitali 
Costa Hershey Petri Walko 
Coy Hess Petrone Wansacz 
Crahalla Hickernell Phillips Washington 
Creighton Horsey Pickett Waters 
Cruz Hutchinson Pistella Watson 
Curry James Preston Weber 
Dailey Josephs Raymond Wheatley 
Daley Keller Readshaw Williams 
Dally Kenney Reed Wilt  
DeLuca Killion Reichley Wojnaroski 
Denlinger Kirkland Rieger Wright 
Dermody Kotik Roberts Yewcic 
DeWeese LaGrotta Roebuck Youngblood 
DiGirolamo Laughlin Rohrer Yudichak 
Diven Leach Rooney Zug 
Donatucci Lederer Ross 
Eachus Leh Rubley Perzel, 
Egolf Lescovitz Ruffing     Speaker 
Evans, D. 
 
 NAYS–1 
 
Metcalfe 
 
 NOT VOTING–0 
 
 EXCUSED–2 
 
Cornell Smith, B. 
 
 
 The majority having voted in the affirmative, the question 
was determined in the affirmative and the resolution was 
adopted. 
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STATEMENT BY SPEAKER 

 The SPEAKER. The Chair would like to ask for a little 
silence just for a moment. 
 I would like to wish each and every one of you a very, very 
happy holiday season and a happy new year. It has been a very 
long and arduous process. I know that a number of members are 
disappointed by the fact that property taxes were not done, but 
we believe that you will be seeing the property tax issue in the 
new year, no matter what, and there are a number of other issues 
that we will be able to do once we get back here. 
 But I wanted to say, have a safe, happy holiday season. 
 So thank you very much for your time. 

STATEMENT BY DEMOCRATIC LEADER 

 The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes Mr. DeWeese. 
 Mr. DeWEESE. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Happy Kwanzaa, happy Hanukkah, happy holiday. 
 This was not exactly the fall of Constantinople and the Turks 
were not at the gates of the city, but this was a big night for us, 
Mr. Speaker, and for the first time in a long time, a substantial 
element of bipartisanship was injected into this process. 
 Gov. Edward G. Rendell had a tough year, but its 
culmination tonight has a sense of measured success, and  
I would conclude, the way the Speaker of the House just 
concluded, we are going to be back in January; we are going to 
aggressively pursue property tax reduction. I heard many of my 
colleagues on both sides of the aisle talk about property tax 
reduction, and there are mechanisms available that will be 
utilized in the incipient weeks of the new year. 
 So with property tax reduction early in the new year and with 
our economic stimulus package a major facet of the Rendell 
plan, as part of our thought process, I would like to say  
thank you to the majority leader, Mr. Smith, and his leadership 
team, rank and file on both sides of the aisle, and obviously, 
conclude with a comment about a safe trip home tonight. 
 Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. 

VOTE CORRECTIONS 

 The SPEAKER. Mr. Gabig. 
 Mr. GABIG. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 On HB 1589 I inadvertently hit the wrong button, and I wish 
to be recorded in the positive on that. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Merry Christmas to you. 
 The SPEAKER. The gentleman, Mr. Herman. 
 Mr. HERMAN. Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. 
 Likewise, on the concurrence vote for HB 172, my voting 
mechanism voted me in the affirmative. I tried in vain to switch 
it to the negative, but it would not switch over, and you closed 
the vote, and I wish to be recorded in the negative on HB 172, 
concurrence vote. 
 Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. 
 The SPEAKER. Mr. Denlinger. 
 Mr. DENLINGER. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 On HB 1589, due to a malfunction, I wish to be recorded as 
an affirmative vote. 
 The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. The 
gentleman’s remarks will be spread upon the record. 
 The gentlelady, Mrs. Rubley. 

 Mrs. RUBLEY. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 On HB 1589 my switch malfunctioned, and I would like to 
be recorded in the affirmative. 
 The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentlelady. The 
gentlelady’s remarks will be spread across the record. 

LETTERS SUBMITTED FOR THE RECORD 

 The SPEAKER. The gentleman, Mr. Leh. 
 Mr. LEH. Mr. Speaker, would it be appropriate at this time 
for me to submit for the record comments on HB 200? 
 The SPEAKER. Absolutely, Mr. Leh. 
 Mr. LEH. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Merry Christmas. 
 The SPEAKER. The gentleman’s remarks will be spread 
across the record. 
 
 Mr. LEH submitted letters for the Legislative Journal. 
 
 (For letters, see Appendix.) 

THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 
(PATRICIA H. VANCE) PRESIDING 

 
VOTE CORRECTION 

 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair recognizes the lady 
from Bucks County, Mrs. Watson. 
 Mrs. WATSON. Madam Speaker, on HB 1133 my switch 
malfunctioned, and I wish to be voted in the affirmative.  
Thank you. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The remarks will be spread 
upon the record. 

STATEMENT BY MR. HORSEY 

 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Philadelphia, Mr. Horsey. 
 Mr. HORSEY. Thank you, Madam Speaker. 
 Madam Speaker, personal privilege. Unanimous consent; 
personal privilege. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman will state his 
point of personal privilege. 
 Mr. HORSEY. Madam Speaker, as we go home this evening, 
I just want to wish all the members on both sides of the aisle a 
merry Christmas and to remind them not to forget the gentlemen 
who are overseas, the soldiers who are protecting our freedom, 
who are in Afghanistan and Pakistan and numerous other 
countries, and to remind those members to say a small prayer 
and to remember them for a merry Christmas and a happy  
new year also. 
 Thank you, Madam Speaker. 

VOTE CORRECTIONS 

 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair recognizes the 
gentleman, Mr. Grucela. 
 Mr. GRUCELA. Thank you, Madam Speaker. 
 Madam Speaker, I would like to correct the record on  
two counts. 
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 On HB 1374 I was recorded as a “no”; I would like to be 
recorded as a “yes.” And on HB 172 I was recorded as a “yes” 
and would like to be recorded as a “no.” 
 Thank you, Madam Speaker. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the 
gentleman. The remarks will be spread upon the record. 

QUESTION OF PERSONAL PRIVILEGE 

 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair recognizes the lady 
from Philadelphia, Ms. Youngblood. 
 Ms. YOUNGBLOOD. Madam Speaker, a point of personal 
privilege. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The lady will state her point of 
personal privilege. 
 Ms. YOUNGBLOOD. Madam Speaker, first of all, I would 
like to wish all the members of the Pennsylvania House of 
Representatives as well as the General Assembly a very happy 
and merry holiday. 
 In addition to that, it has been 540 days since the  
198th Legislative District has had any staff. I hope in the 
upcoming year that this can be settled and in 2004 the 
constituents of the 198th District will be able to say we finally 
have staff and that this can be a new year’s resolution that can 
be a fulfillment by my caucus. 
 Thank you. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the lady.  
Her remarks will be spread upon the record. 

VOTE CORRECTIONS 

 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair recognizes the lady 
from Montgomery County, Ms. Bard. 
 Ms. BARD. Thank you, Madam Speaker. 
 I would like to be recorded for HB 1589 in the positive.  
My switch malfunctioned. Thank you. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the lady. 
 The Speaker pro tem wishes to change the vote on 1589.  
I wish to have my vote registered in the affirmative. 
 The Chair recognizes the gentleman, Mr. Gruitza. 
 Mr. GRUITZA. Thank you, Madam Speaker. 
 On concurrence of HB 200, my switch malfunctioned and 
did not record. I would like to be recorded in the affirmative. 
 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The remarks of the gentleman 
will be spread across the record. 

BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS PASSED OVER 

 The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without objection, any 
remaining bills and resolutions on today’s calendar will be 
passed over. The Chair hears no objection. 

ADJOURNMENT 

 The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman from Schuylkill 
County, Mr. Goodman. 
 Mr. GOODMAN. Madam Speaker, I move that this House 
do now adjourn until Tuesday, December 23, 2003, at 11 a.m., 
e.s.t., unless sooner recalled by the Speaker. 
 

 On the question, 
 Will the House agree to the motion? 
 Motion was agreed to, and at 10:09 p.m., e.s.t., the House 
adjourned. 
 


