COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA

LEGISLATIVE JOURNAL
TUESDAY, JANUARY 5,1999
SESSION OF 1999

183D OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
The House convened at 12 m.. e.s.t.

THE CHIEF CLERK (TED MAZIA)
PRESIDING
CALL TO ORDER
The CHIEF CLERK. This being the day and the hour appointed
by Article 11,section 4, of the Constitution of Pennsylvania for the
meeting of the General Assembly, the House of Representatives
will now come to order.
The Sergeants at Anns will close the doors of the House.
Prayer will be offered by the Reverend Louise Williams
Bishop, member-elect, House of Representatives.
The National Anthem will be sung by M a p Acosta,
Miss Pennsylvania 1998, who is the guest of Representative-elect
Keny Benninghoff.
Members and guests will please rise and remain standing for the
prayer, the Pledge of Allegiance, and the singing of the
National Anthem.

PRAYER
REV. LOUISE WILLIAMS BISHOP, member-elect of the
House of Representatives, offered the following prayer:
Let us pray:
0 God, our Heavenly Father, the creator and sustainer of life,
I thank You today for this historic day and for another opportunity
to enter into Your presence and bring these Thy people before
You, to seek Your gTace and Your mercy.
As You stand beside us, as we usher in the 21st century, the
dawning of the 2 1st century, may we, the men and women of this
House today, keep in our minds and always close to our hearts the
same principles that guided our forefathers who created this House
and the ideals of this Commonwealth, such as justice and the
pursuit of happiness and liberty for all. It was these principles and
these values, God, that held this House together, even in times of
crisis. And as we venture into the new millennium, our prayer is
that we ask You to help us, the new Representatives that are being
sworn in as well as those of us who have already served, to hold
and maintain these ideals and to ever be mindful of our country,
for our country 'tis of Thee, a sweet land of liberty.
Thank You now for Your spirit of unity that dwells among us.
Keep us surrounded by Your blanket of peace, and wver us always
with Your mantle of love.
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Make us now an instrument of Thy peace. Where there is
hatred, help us to show love; where there is doubt, help us to show
hope; and where there is lack of faith, give us faith; where there is
strength, increase our strength; increase our courage.
We ask these and all blessings in Thy name. Amen.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
(The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by memberselect and
visitors.)

NATIONAL ANTHEM
("The S W p a n g l e d Banner" was sung by Maya Acosta.)
The CHIEF CLERK. The Sergeants at Arms will open the
doors of the House. Members and guests may be seated.

COMMUNICATION FROM
HON. ANTHONY H. WILLIAMS
The CHIEF CLERK. The Chair is in receipt of a
communication, which the clerk will read.
The following communication was read:
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA
HARRISBUXG
November 23,1998
Honorable Mattbew 1. Ryan
Speaker
Pennsylvania House of Representatives
Room 139 Main Capitol
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17120
Dear Mr. Speaker:
Having been elected November 3, 1998, to both the House of
Representatives, and the Senate of Pennsylvania, I mite to make my
intentions clear with regard to my service in the next session of the
General Assembly.
I intend to represent the 8th District in the Senate of Pennsylvania.
Accordingly, I will decline my seat in the House of Representatives.
Sincerely,
Anthony H. Williams
191st Legislative District
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ELECTION RETURNS PRESENTED
The CHIEF CLERK. The Chair recognizes the Sergeant at
Arms of the House.
The SERGEANT AT ARMS. Mr. Chief Clerk, from the
Bureau of Elections, Mr. Richard Filling.
The CHIEF CLERK. The Chair recognizes Commissioner
Filling.
Mr. FILLING. On behalf of the Acting Secretary of the
Commonwealth, Kim Pizzingrilli, I have the honor to present the
election returns and the statement of campaign expense compliance
for the office of Representative in the General Assembly for the
election held November 3, 1998.
The CHIEF CLERK. The Chair extends its thanks to
Commissioner Filling.
The clerk will proceed with the reading of the returns.
The following election retums were read:
COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA
TO THE CHIEF CLERK OF THE HOUSE OF EPESENTATIVES
AND THE MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF
THE GENERAL ASSE.MBLY OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF
PEWSYLVAKl.4, GREETINGS

I

I
I

I have the honor to present the official retums of the General Election
held November 3, 1998. The following, having received the highest
number of votes in their respective districts, were duly elected Members
of the House of Representatives in the General Assembly:

Name
Linda Bebk-Jones
Italo S. Cappabianca
Karl Boyes
Tom Scrimenti
Tracy Seyfert
Teresa Forcier
Michael C. Gruitza
Howard L. Fargo
Chris Sainato
Frank LaGrotta
Guy A. Travaglio
Daryl D. Metcalfe
Arthur D. Hershey
Mike Veon
Nick Colafella
Susan Laughlin
Rod E. Wilt
Gene D. DiGirolamo
William Russell Robinson
Don Walko
Frank J. Pistella
Frank J. Gigliotti
Dan Frankel
Joseph Preston, Jr.
Joseph F. Markosek
T i Hennessey
Thomas C. Petrone
Jane C. Orie
David J. Mayemik
Jeffrey E. Habay
David J. Steil
Anthony M. DeLuca

District
First
Second
Third
Fourth
Fifth
Sixth
Seventh
Eighth
Ninth
Tenth
Eleventh
Twelfth
Thirteenth
Fourteenth
Fifteenth
Sixteenth
Seventeenth
Eighteenth
Nineteenth
Twentieth
Twenty-first
Twentysecond
Twenty-third
Twenty-fourth
Twenty-fifth
Twentysixth
Twentyseventh
Twenty-eighth
Twenty-ninth
Thirtieth
Thirty-first
Thirty-second

I

Frank Dermody
Paul Costa
Tom Michlovic
Harry Readshaw
Katie True
Kenneth W. Ruffing
David K. Levdansky
John A. Maher
Ralph Katser
Tom Stevenson
Jere W. Schuler
John R. Pippy
Fred A. Trello
Victor John Lescovitz
Leo J. Trich, Jr.
Timothy J. Solobay
Peter J. Daley, I1
Bill DeWeese
Lany Roberts
James E. Shaner
Robert W. Godshall
Terry E. Van Home
Joseph A. Petrarca
James E. Casorio, Jr.
Thomas A. Tangretti
R. Ted Harhai
Jess Stairs
Timothy L. Pesci
Joseph M. Gladeck, Jr.
Sara G. Steelman
Fred Mcllhattan
Scott E. Hutchinson
Jim Lynch
Sam Smith
Kenneth M. Jadlowiec
Manhew E. Baker
Bob Bastian
John W. Fichter
Edward P. Wojnaroski, Sr.
Tom Yewcic
Gary Haluska
Camille George
Dan A. Surra
Mike Hanna
Lynn Herman
Dick L. Hess
Richard A. Geist
Jerry A. Stem
Lany 0. Sather
Daniel F. Clark
Thomas W. Dempsey
Brett Feese
Russ Fairchild
Allan Egolf
Patricia H. Vance
Jerry L. Nailor
Jeffrey W. Coy
Patrick E. Fleagle
Stephen R. Maitland
Bruce Smith
Ron Miller
Stan Saylor
Stephen H. Stetler
Mike SNrla
Jere L. Shitrmatter
Thomas E. Armstrong
Leroy M. Zimmerman
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Thirtythird
Thirtyfourth
Thirty-fifth
Thirtysixth
Thirty-seventh
Thirty-eighth
Thirty-ninth
Forheth
Forty-first
Fortysecond
Forty-third
Forty-fourth
Forty-fifth
Fortysixth
Fortyseventh
Forty-eighth
Forty4nth
Fiftieth
Fifty-first
Fiftysecond
Fifty-third
FiftqLfourth
Fifty-fifth
Fifty+ixth
Fifty-seventh
Fifty-eighth
Fiftyninth
Sixtieth
Sixty-first
Sixtysecond
Sixtythird
Sixty-founh
Sixty-fifth
Sixtysixth
Sixtyseventh
Sixty-eighth
Sixty-ninth
Seventieth
Seventy-first
Seven-econd
Seventyihird
Seventy-founh
Seventy-fifth
Seventysixth
Seventyjeventh
Seventy-eighrh
Seventy-ninth
Eightieth
Eighty-first
Eightysecond
Eighty-third
Eighty-fourth
Eighty-fifth
Eightysixth
Eightyseventh
Eighty-eighth
Eighty-ninth
Ninetieth
Ninety-first
Ninely-second
Ninety-third
Ninety-fourth
Ninety-fifth
Ninetysixth
Ninety-seventh
Ninety-eighth
Ninety-ninth

\
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John E. Barley
Edward H. Krebs
Peter J. Zug
Ron Buxton
Mark S. McNaughton
Ron Marsico
Frank Tulli, Jr.
Robert E. Belfanti, Jr.
Merle H. Phillips
John R. Gordner
J. Scot Chadwick
Sandra J. Major
Fred Belardi
Gaynor Cawley
Frank A. Serafini
Edward G. Staback
Todd A. Eachus
George C. Hasay
Thomas M. Tigue
John T. Yudichak
Phyllis Mundy
Kevin Blaum
Keith McCall
Edward J. Lucyk
David G. Argall
Bob Allen
Dante Santoni, Jr.
Thomas R. Caltagirone
Samuel E. Rohrer
Sheila Miller
Dennis E. Leh
Pat Browne
Jennifer Mann
T. J. Rooney
Don Snyder
Steve Samuelson
Robert Freeman
Richard T. Grucela
Craig A. Dally
Jerry Birmelin
Thomas C. Comgan, Sr.
Anthony J. Melio
Matthew N. Wright
Chuck McIlhinney
Thomas W. Druce
Paul Inin Clymer
Mary Ann Dailey
Raymond Bunt, Jr.
Lita Indzel Cohen
Connie Williams
John A. Lawless
Eugene F. McGill
Roy W. Cornell
Ellen M. Bard
Lawrence H. Curry
Curt Schroder
Elinor 2.Taylor
Carole A. Rubley
Chris Ross
Thaddeus Kirkland
Stephen Barrar
Tom Gannon
Ron Raymond
Nicholas A. Micozzie
Mario J. Civera, Jr.
William F. Adolph, Jr.
Greg Vitali

One hundredth
One hundred first
One hundred second
One hundred third
One hundred fourth
One hundred fifth
One hundred sixth
One hundred seventh
One hundred eighth
One hundred ninth
One hundred tenth
One hundred eleventh
One hundred twelfth
One hundred thirteenth
One hundred fourteenth
One hundred fifteenth
One hundred sixteenth
One hundred seventeenth
One hundred eighteenth
One hundred nineteenth
One hundred twentieth
One hundred twenty-first
One hundred twentysecond
One hundred twenty-third
One hundred twenty-fourth
One hundred twenty-fifth
One hundred twentysixth
One hundred twentyseventh
One hundred twentyeighth
One hundred twenty-ninth
One hundred thirtieth
One hundred thirty-first
One hundred thirtysecond
One hundred thirty-third
One hundred thirty-fourth
One hundred thirty-fifth
One hundred thirtysixth
One hundred thiltyseventh
One hundred thirty-eighth
One hundred thirtyninth
One hundred fortieth
One hundred forty-first
One hundred foltysecond
One hundred forty-third
One hundred fortyfo~uth
One hundred forty-fifth
One hundred forty-sixth
One hundred fortyseventh
One hundred forty-eighth
One hundred fo-inth
One hundred fiftieth
One hundred fifty-fim
One hundred fiffysecond
One hundred fifty-third
One hundred fifh-fourth
One hundred fi&fifth
One hundred fifty-sixth
One hundred fifty-seventh
One hundred fifty-eighth
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Bob Flick
Matthew J. Ryan
Dennis M. O'Brien
George T. Kenney, Jr.
Kerry A. Benninghoff
John M. Penel
Michael P. McGeehan
Alan Bufkovitr
Mane Lederer
Chns Woean
John J.
Roy Reinard
William W. Rieger
Benjamin Ramos
W. Curtis Thomas
Babette Josephs
Julie Harhart
William F. Keller
Robert C. Donatucci
Harold James
Paul W. Semmel
lames R. Roebuck
Joseph W. Bamsto
Mike Horsey
Anthony Hardy Williams
Louise Williams Bishop
Steven R. Nickol
Kathy Manderino
Frank L. Oliver
Todd Plans
Andrew 1. Cam
Rosita C. Youngblood
Albert H. Masland
LeAnna M. Washington
John Myers
Mark B. Cohen
Dwight Evans

ailo or

as the same have been certified to and filed with the Secretary of the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania by the sixtyseven County Boards of
Elections.
(Seal)

Witness my hand and the seal of my office
this eighteenth day of December, 1998.
Kim Pizingrilli
Acting Secretary of the Commonwealth

CERTIFICATE ON ELECTION EXPENSES
COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA
TO THE CHIEF CLERK OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
GREETINGS:
In accordance with the provisions of Section (1632(h) of the
Pennsylvania Election Code [25 P.S. 5 3252@)], I do hereby cerdfi that
all duly elecred members of the House of Representatives of the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania have filed all of the reports and
statements of contributions and expenditures required by the provisions
of Article XVI of the Pennsylvania Election Code entitled "Primary and
Election Expenses."

-- ,

One
-.h~mdred
--. . fiflv-ninth
.... --..-..-

One hundred sixtieth
One hundred sixty-first
One hundred sixtysecond
One hundred sixtv-third
One hundred six4-fourth
One hundred sixty-fifth
One hundred sixtysixth

One hundred sixty-seventh
One hundred sixty-eighth
One hundred sixty-ninth
One hundred seventieth
One hundred seventy-fint
One hundred seventysecond
One hundred seventy-third
One hundred seventy-fourth
One hundred seven<-fifrh
One hundred se\enn+~xth
One hundred seventyseventh
One hundred seventy-eighth
One hundred seventy-ninth
One hundred eightieth
One hundred eighty-first
One hundred eightysecond
One hundred eighty-third
One hundred eighty-fourth
One hundred eighty-fifth
One hundred eightysixth
One hundred eightyseventh
One hundred eighty-eighth
One hundred eighty-ninth
One hundred ninetieth
One hundred ninety-first
One hundred ninetysecond
One hundred ninety-third
One hundred ninety-fourth
One hundred ninety-fifth
One hundred ninetysixth
One hundred ninety-seventh
One hundred ninety-eighth
One hundred ninety-ninth
Two hundredth
Two hundred first
Two hundred second
Two hundred third

I
(Seal)

Witness my hand and the seal of my office
this eighteenth day of December, 1998.
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Kun Pivingrilli
Acting Secretary of the Commonwealth

The CHIEF CLERK. The election returns for all candidates for
membership in the House of Representatives will be printed in the
Journal of the House.

DeLuca

Lederer

Dempsey

Leh
Leseovia

Dermody

DeWeese
DiGirolamo

Ep
:

Eachus
Egolf

Levdanslcy
Lucyk
Lynch
Maher
Maitland

Major

Rahra
Rwney
ROSS
Rubley
Rufing
Sainata

Samuelson
Santoni
Sather

Wnght
Yewcic
Youngblmd
Yudichak
Zimmerman

a%

Ryan,
Speaker

LEAVES OF ABSENCE
The CHIEF CLERK. Are there requests for leaves of absence?
The Chair recognizes the majority whip, Mr. Snyder.
Mr. SNYDER. Thank you, Mr. Chief Clerk.
We do not have any leaves of absence for today.
The CHIEF CLERK. The Chair thanks the gentleman.
The Chair recognizes the Democratic whip, Mr. Veon.
Mr. VEON. No leaves for today.
The CHIEF CLERK. The Chain thanks the gentleman.

The CHIEF CLERK. The roll will now be taken, and the
members will sign@ their presence by pressing the "aye" button.
Members will proceed to vote.
The roll was recorded, and the following memberselect were
present:

Armstrong

B&er

Bard
Barley

Barn
Bastian
Banirto

Bebkc-Jones
Belardi

BeVanti
Benninghoff
BimLelin
Bishop
Blaum

Boyes

Bmwne
Bunt
ButkoviQ

Evans

Manderino

Fargo

Mam
Markosek
Marsico

Fairchild
Feese
Fichter
Fleagle
Flick .
Forcier
Frankel
Freeman
Gannon
Geist
George
Gigliom
Gladeck
Godshall
Gordner

Grucela
GmiQa
Habay

Masland
Mayernik
MeCali

Melio
Metcalfe
Michlovic
Micoaie

Miller, R.
Milla, S.
Mundy
MY-

Buxton

Hanna

Harhai

Nailar
Nickol
O'Brien

Cappabianca

HarhaR

Oliver

Cam
Casorio

Hasay

Orie

Chadwick
Civera
Clark

Hershey

Pexi
Pemtca
Peuone
Phillips

Caltagimne
Cawky

clyma
Cohen, L. I.
Cohen, M.
Colafella
Cornell
Conigan
Costa
QY

curry

Dailey
Daley
Dally

Haluska

Hmnesey
Herman

Hess

Horsey
Hutchinson
Jadlowiec

James

Perzel

piny

Pistella

Saylor
khroder
Schuler

Scrimenti
Semmel
Serafini

Seyfen

Shana
Smith, B.
Smith, S. H.
Snyder
Solobay
Staback
Stairs
Steelman

Steil

Stern
Stetler

Stevenson
Strimnaner
%la

sm

Tangreni
Taylor, E. 2.

Taylor, J.
Thomas

Tigw
Travaglio

Trello
Trich
True
Tulli

vance

K-ey

Plats
Reston
Ramos
Raymond
Readshaw

Krebs

Rieger

wako
Washington
Williams

Robinson
Roebuck

wow
Wojnaroski

Josephs

Kaiser
Keller

Kirkland
LaGmw

Laughlin
Lawles

Reinard

Roberts

The CHIEF CLERK. Two hundred and two members having
indicated their presence, a quonun is present.

OATH OF OFFICE ADMINISTERED
TO MEMBERS-ELECT

ROLL CALL

Adolph
Allen

NOT VOTING4

Van Home
Veon
Vitali

Wilt

The CHIEF CLERK. A Bible has been placed on the desk of
each member, for those who swear by the Bible.
Members will rise, place your left hand on the Bible, raise your
right hand, and remain standing at your desk during the
administration of the oath to which members will swear or affnm.
The oath of office will be administered by the Honorable
Stephen J. McEwen, Ir., President Judge of the Superior Court of
Pennsylvania.
(Memberselect stood.)
JULlGE McEWEN. How honored I am to participate in the
grand event of the ceremony of the oath for the distinguished
members of the House of Representatives of the Commonwealth
of Pennsylvania and to do so in a chamber which has been
restored to its original glory and maflcence so as to enable this
183d session of the House to greet the new millennium, under the
guidance, of course, this restoration project, under the guidance of
your serene and splendid Speaker, Matthew J. Ryan.
My ministerial role as administrator of the oath precludes the
full expression of the honor I feel, and so I proceed to the brief
aspiration that Heaven will, during your tenure, bless you with an
enhanced vision of the reign of the law and of the precedence of
providence and nature, thereby providing an especial insight
during deliberation and wisdom dnring decision, as you build upon
the heritage of our founders a just and sound edifice for the
citizenry of our Commonwealth.
Will the distinguished Representatives place your left hand on
the E%biel and raise your right hand, please.
Do yon and each of you solemnly swear that you will support,
obey, and defend the Constinition of the United States and the
Constitution of this Commonwealth, and that you will discharge
the duties of your office with fidelity? Please answer "I do."
(Members asserted oaths.)

JUDGE McEWEN. Thank you. Thank you all, and
congratulations.
The CHIEF CLERK. Members will please be seated.
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RESOLUTION ADOPTED
ELECTION OF SPEAKER

Mr. FEESE offered the following resolution, which was read,
considered, and adopted:
In the House of Representatives
January 5,1999
RESOLVED, That in accordance with the provisions of Article 11,
Section 9, of the Constitution of Pennsylvania, the House do now proceed
to the election of a Speaker.

NOMINATIONS FOR SPEAKER
The CHEF CLERK. Nominations are now in order for the
office of Speaker.
The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Philadelphia,
Mr. Perzel.
Mr. PERZEL. Thank you.
President Judge McEwen, Mr. Chief Clerk, colleagues, family
members, honored guests: Welcome to this historic chamber, the
Pennsylvania House of Representatives.
Before we get too far along here this morning in the
proceedings, I would like to give a special welcome to the wife of
our next Speaker. In a few moments, she will have the honor of
administering the oath of office of Speaker to her husband,
Matt Ryan. Please join me in welcoming the Honorable
Patricia H. Jenkins, judge of the Common Pleas Court of
Delaware County, to this historic House of Representatives for this
occasion. Judge Jenkins, welcome.
I use the word "historic." "Historic" is a word we perhaps use
more than we should. When we try to underscore the importance
of an event, we label it "historic." As politicians, we sometimes
fall prey to the use of hyperbole. I know because on a few
occasions just a few, mind you - I have given in to that
temptation. As we elect our next Speaker today, you are going to
undoubtedly hear the word "historic" more thanjust a few times.
For once, for once, we really will be using the word in its proper
context.
Today Matt Ryaq son of Thomas and Kathleen Ryan, father of
5, grandfather of 10, marine lieutenant and respected attorney,
begins his 37th year as a member of this House.
I also l i e to remind Matt that I was a busboy and that he was
a lifeguard at Avalon, which we do not talk about a whole lot.
Since 1682, when the Pennsylvania House first met, a little bit
more than a month after William Penn arrived here from England,
very few members have sewed longer careers in this body.
That is a period of 317 years, from the opening of the fmt
Provincial Assembly to today's beginning ofthe last session of this
millennium. Only two others have served here longer, and few
have sewed with as much distinction and honor as our Matt Ryan.
On its o m , that is an extraordinary achievement, but Matt Ryan
is much more than a man who has had the good fortune to serve
residents of Delaware County in this House for nearly four
decades. Matt Ryan is who we all strive to be as members of this
House. If someone made a mold that would be used to create
members of this House, that mold would be Matt Ryan: vision,
fairness, dignity, loyalty; understanding the issues and the
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ramificationsof the decisions made in this chamber; bowing when
to wage the battle and knowing when to make peace; knowing
when to scold and knowing when to calmly put his arm around
your shoulder and say it is finally time to vote 'yes"; knowing
when to tap the gavel lightly and knowing when to bang it hard to
get our attention. We know that sound, and we all obey.
Matt Ryan is my mentor, my teacher, my older brother, and my
friend, here in Harrisburg and back at home.
From Matt Ryan, I have learned that success comes from the
decisions that you make
decisions based on gathering
infomation from many sources, from knowing the opinions of the
different members, building coalitions, and, I believe, most
importantly, from being prepared for the unexpected. From
Matt Ryan, I have learhed that success comes to those who spend
more time listening than talking; success comes from knowing
when to speak and when to remain silent. Before you say anythmg,
Matt, I know I still have a whole lot to learn in that regard. Yes,
Matt Ryan should be the mold that every legislator is cut from.
Over the past 4 years, with Matt Ryan as our Speaker, we have
been successful as a legislative body. Republicans and Democrats
working together, we have changed Pennsylvania. We do not agree
on every issue, but on the whole, the members of this House work
together, making Pennsylvania a better place to live for our
children and our grandchildren. That has not happened by
accident. Always there, steering us, guiding us, sometimes
speeding us up, sometimes slowing us dew always trying to quiet
us, is the presence of Matt Rym.
Ladies and gentlemen, this is truly a historic day. In just a few
moments, we are going to engage in a historic vote as we elect
Matt Ryan Speaker of this great House. When we elect Matt Ryan
as our Speaker, we place him in position to become the longest
serving Speaker in the last 200 years. This will be his fourth tern
as Speaker. At the end of this session, in November of 2000,
Matt will have sewed 8 years as Speaker of this House. He is the
longest sewing Republican Speaker since the inception of the
Republican Party back in the mid-1850s. That is a century ago.
That, my friends, is truly a historic mark.
Please remember, you do not become Speaker simply because
yo+ It is really a historic thing for Man.
Please remember that you do not become Speaker just because
you have been here a very long time. You become Speaker
because you have qualities that stand out above the crowd. You
become Speaker because God has given you something, a quality
of leadership. You cannot see it, you cannot feel it, you cannot
touch it, but you know it and you know when someone has it, and
Man Ryan has it, and history will record it. Matt Ryan is one of
Pennsylvania's greatest leaders ever.
Ladies and gentlemen, please join me as I have the privilege
and distinct honor of placing the name of the Honorable
Matthew J. Ryan of Delaware County in nomination as Speaker of
this House of Representatives.
The CHIEF CLERK. The gentleman from Philadelphia,
Mr. Perzel, places in nomination for the office of Speaker
the gentleman from Delaware County, the Honorable
Matthew J. Ryan.
The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Delaware County,
Mr. Gannon.
Mr. GANNON.Mr. Chief Clerk, it is my honor and privilege
to second the nomination of the Honorable Matthew Ryan for
Speaker of the Pennsylvania House of Representatives.

-
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In preparation for my remarks today, I took the o p p o d t y to us in Pennsylvania, we are fdy fortunate to have a person serve
review my comments made at this podium almost 2 years ago in public service as long as Matt Ryan has.
In this day and age of tabloid journalism and full-contact
when I spoke on behalf of the nomination of Representative Ryan.
politics,
Matt Ryan brings a very refreshing air about it. He adds
I wondered what more or what else I could say about my friend,
Matt Ryan, in support of his nomination to Speaker of the House dignity and class in a profession that takes an enormous amount of
effort and talent.
of Representatives.
I stand here, as an 1l-term member of the House, truly excited
At that time I said that Matt was tenacious, determined and
tolerant. I said he had the talents, the skills, and the principles of about the fact that I have the privilege of seconding the nomination
an energetic, capable, and effective leader, and most important, he of Matt Ryan as Speaker of the House. Thank you.
The CHIEF CLERK. The gentleman from Blair County,
was blessed with the gift of a wonderful Irish wit. My view of
Mr. Geist, seconds the nomination of Mr. Ryan for the office of
Matt has not changed.
I could stand here today and repeat my remarks with the same Speaker.
The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Dauphin County,
passion and sincerity as I did 2 years ago, but in composing what
I would say today in offering Matt Ryan to this body as the Mr. Tulli.
Mr. TULLI. Thank you, Mr. Chief Clerk.
nominee for Speaker, I considered if I could distill all of those
I move that nominations now be closed.
attributes and qualifications into just one single word. After some
The CHIEF CLERK. The gentleman from Dauphin County,
thought, I concluded that word is "character." I believe all in this
chamber will agree that Representative Matt Ryan represents the Mr. Tulli, moves that nominations now he closed.
essence of the character of the type of person who should lead this
On the question,
House of Representatives into the next millennium.
Will the House agree to the motion?
No one sits in our Speaker's Chair by right or by gift. To take
Motion was agreed to.
the podium as Speaker of the House of Representatives of
Pennsylvania is an honor that is earned, and it is earned from each
The CHIEF CLERK. Those in favor of Matthew 1. Ryan
and every member of this chamber.
During his 36 years of service to the people of Pennsylvania, from Delaware County for the office of Speaker of the House
Representative Matthew Ryan has brought dignity, respect, and will say "aye"; those opposed, "no." The "ayes" have it, and
wisdom to this House. I believe that Matthew Ryan has earned our Matthew J. Ryan is unammously elected Speaker of the House.
Congratulations, Mr. Ryan.
respect, our friendship, and our support.
As I said 2 years ago as I stood at this podium, I stand here and
say today, Matthew Ryan has continuously displayed an
unwavering commitment to our shared goal to make Pennsylvania
COMMITTEE APPOINTED TO ESCORT
the best place in the world to live, to work, and to raise our
SPEAKER-ELECT TO ROSTRUM
families.
It is with honor and pride that I ask my fellow members to
The cHIEF
C L ~~h~
~ chair
, appoints the gentlemanfrom
Matthew Ryan 'peaker of the Pemylvania House of Philadelphia, Mr. Perzel, and the gentleman from Greene County,
Representatives for the 1999-2000 session of the General Mr. DeWeese, to escort ~
~ R~~ to the
~ rostrum,*
Assembly.
The committee to escort the Speaker will proceed with the
Thank you, Mr. Chief Clerk.
performance of its duties.
The CHIEF CLERK. The gentleman from Delaware County,
The chair recognizes the chairman of the
Mr. Gannon, seconds the nomination of Mr. Ryan for the office of ~r penel,
Speaker.
Mr. PERZEL. Mr. Chief C l e k I have the honor of presenting
The Chair now recognizes the gentleman from Blair County, the Speaker-elect, ~
~
J, Ryan, f
i
~
~
Mr. Geist.
Mr. GEIST. Thank vou verv much Mr. Chief Clerk.
It certainly is a pleasure for me to rise once again to second the
OATH OF OFFICE ADMINISTERED TO
nomination of Matt Ryan for Speaker of the House.
SPEAKER-ELECT RYAN
Twenty years ago, when the previous speakers at this podium,
John Perzel and Tommy Gannon, and I came in as freshmen, the
The CHEF CLERK. The oath of office to the Speaker-elect
State of Pennsylvania was hovering at about 20 percent
will
now be administered by the Honorable Patricia H. Jenkins,
unemployment, the inflation rate was about 20 percent, and we had
judge
of Delaware County Court of Common Pleas and the wife of
102 Republican members of the House, and we had an Irish wit
the
Speaker-elect.
from Delaware County as our leader, Matt Ryan.
JUDGE JENKINS. Placing your left hand on the Bible and
Through the good times and through the bad times of this
raising
your righ5 repeat after me: I, Mattkew J. Ryan, do solemnly
House of Representatives, and as John Perzel says, historic times,
swear
that
I will support, obey, and defend the Constitution of the
and at times it has also been hysteric, because when tbe tough
times really come, Matt Ryan's ability to diffuse situations that United States and the Constitution of the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania, and that I will discharge the duties of my office as
could really end up going ballistic is a true talent.
If he was not S~eakerof the House. he would be Ambassador Speaker of the House with fidelity.
to Ireland. If he was not Ambassador of Ireland, he would be
(Speaker-elect Ryan asserted oath.)
guiding fishing tours off the coast of New Jersey. But for those of

-

~

LEGISLATIVE J O U R N G H O U S E
Today is a day of warmth and celebration - a day for
fellowship, families, mendship, and flowers, lots of flowers. Also,
today marks a new beginning for those of us who are in the
business of making laws, and today also marks the beginning of
Pennsylvania's f m l legislative session of the millennium - the
session
us into
of~
~ that brings
~
~ the year
~ 2000.b And speaking
l
millenniums, this day also marks the beginning of my 37th Year in
the House.
When I started here many years ago, Mr. h i s was a member,
like me, and we did not have offices, we did not have secretaries,
We did not have staff, and certainly, we never had home offices.
We worked out of our briefcases and stood in line to use
telephones. There were two telephone booths for the 106 or
108 members of the Republican Party, and we walked up to the
lady that was in charge of thaf and 1would write down a telephone
number for a lon&stance call, and I would wait in l i e , and then
I would
get there; she wodd dial it for me, and I would hear
the ring, and invariably, the ring was busy, and You came a r ~ u n d
and you got back in line again. That is what we bad in 1963, but it
is not m e today.
WY
thin@ have changed since those days. Laws I voted upon
and voted for have been repealed, they have been amended, and
"me were even found to be unconstitutional. But one thing never
changed: the People and the friendships.
The House of Representatives is like a fraternity, a sorority, or
a unit of military service perhaps. The main thing that You, the
members, will remember throughout your lives is the camaraderie
and the friendships that have been forged here during your years,
not the bills that were passed or the court decisions or the floor
speeches.
I was reminded of these friendships by the members who left
the House at the end of the last session, and I sat here and listened
to each man and woman as they came up and they used the
Speaker's rostrum to make their final remarks to this House as
members. Each retiring member, in the final hours of his last
session or her last session, as they came to the roslnnn for remarks,
underscored that the most important part of their experience here
~ a r r i and
~ bwhat
~ we
~ will miss most when we leave are the
friendships - male and female, Republican and Democrat. We
have made these fiendships and molded them through the years of

JUDGE JENKINS. Congratulations.
The SPEAKER. See, it is handy to have a judge. Thank you.

PRESENTATION OF GAVEL

ne CHIEF CLERK. ne chair requests the ~
~
K. Leroy Irvis, former member of this House and Speaker in
1977-78 and from 1983 to 1988, to take the Chair for the purpose
of presenting the gavel to Speaker Ryan.
w. WS. The most productive years of my life were
here, and I hope that all of you heard the sound of the future, not
the voices of the present or the past, as we gathered here. Did you
hear the -11
children cry out? id you hear their voices? DOyou
know what it meant? They are the reasons you and I are here -not
those of us who are grandfathers and grandmothers and mothers
and fathers - the babies; the beginnings; the people for whom you
will, I trust, continue to develop the greatest Commonwealth
known to man, the Commonwealth where each one of us has a
right to be heard and a right to be represented.
I was asked, as I stayed here for a few moments, if I miss this.
The answer is yes; I miss it very much. But as I stand here looking
at your faces and hearing your voices and knowing that you have
elected this good and fairand decent man to head this parliament,
I am pleased; I am grateful; I am honored to be here with you.
Matthew Ryan, as your friend, I present to you the gavel of
office, knowing that you, as always, will use it correctly, fairly, and
decently. Congratulations, Man.
THE SPEAKER (MATTHEW J. RYAN)
PRESIDING
ADDRESS BY SPEAKER
The SPEAKER. Thank you very mucb.
notice that I take
from my wife and
Paul Vathis.
Prior to making remarks, 1 would like to say a few words about
Leroy Irvis. I am flanereQ truly flattered, that he would pdcipate
in this ceremony as he has in others. I consider him a friend.
I consider him more than a friend. I consider and did consider him
a mentor of a sort. I watched Leroy Irvispreside as Speaker of this
House as 1have watched other Speakers, and he was fair and he
was firm, and I think that is
that is required
be a good
Speaker. There are a lot of other things that can be brought into it,
but fairness and f m e s s at the appropriate times is the keystone,
and here is a man who really met those marks. On a zero to 10, he
was a. l5. every time, and I want publicly thank him for being the
man he IS.
This is the fourth fime I have hadthe pleasure On s w e h e
day of greeting members of this chamber, the husbands, wives,
children, Parents, and other relatives. Welcome to the opening
ceremonies of the 183d session of the House of Representatives.
This is also the fourth time I have the honor of accepting the
position of Speaker of the House. It is the job I wanted so many
years ago when I arrived as a hshman, and I thank you, the ladies
and gentlemen of this House, for this opportunity. I am humbled
by the honor and privilege you have granted me this day. I say that
sincerely to you, and I think you know it is sincere.

,
I

somewith breaking voices and tear-filled eyes said goodbye to
, and the older members, those who were here prior to this,
remember that. Two who were elected to the State Senate spoke
with
of the personal relationships they built here in this
H
~ Ivan~~ ~ ~ka i distinguished
~~ , .
Democratic floor leader for
many ye,
a
for G
~took this~ rosrmm~and he ~
said farewell after 26 years as a Representative, and he stated that
his fellow members of the House are among the h e s t people he
h,ever known. All 14 men and women who left indicated that the
friendships made during their tenures will be cherished for a
lifetime, and you, the new members, will fmd the same thing will
h, ,,---.
Today we begin with a clean slate. We have yet to introduce
HI3 1, but that is not far behind, and it will be followed by many
more.
With our clean slate and with this session that brings in the new
millennium comes something else: a fresh face. The Capitol
Complex's fresh face has been provided by artisans who have
combined old techniques with new technologies. Look around you.

--

8

LEGISLATIVE JOURNAGHOUSE

This magnificent chamber was both renovated and updated just
this past fall - a process which is still under way, incidentally.
Members and staff are moving back into the renovated and
restored Annex. A repaired and regdded statue, "Commonwealth,''
has returned to her perch on top of this chamber. The scaffolding
that encapsulated the Capitol and the Annex has come down,
revealing a revived, regenerated, and spectacular facade.
Within the next 6 years, the entire Capitol will have been
restored to its original splendor, and this renaissance coincides
with safety, technological, and infrastructure upgrades.
I am deviating from my speech for a minute.
Leroy Irvis and I, back in 1978-79, bit this bullet called
renovation and preservation, and it is something that is the most
proud thing I have been part of here, and I am sure it stands very
high on the list of Speaker Irvis.
These stately, superb buildings can be the emblem of a renewed
and restored Pennsylvania. Pennsylvania: the State that has
reinvented itself many times since its inception over 300 years ago
and now is on the brink of a new century. Like the Capitol
Complex, it will be more brilliant, more exciting than ever before.
Splendid as these buildings are, the Capitol's true value and
majesty are also measured by the dedicated work of the good men
and women elected by the citizens to serve here. Members of this
House will come together for the special purpose of making laws
based solely on the public will and the public trust.
This system, instituted by William Penn, is based on the same
principles of our forebears and founders of this great State and
nation. The members of this House are the legal successors and
preservers of the government of Penn. We are the inheritors, the
guardians, of freedom of speech, freedom of religion and assembly
by a society under a constitution.
Today we took a solemn oath to serve with fidelity, and as we
move into the next millennium, let us also vow to be guided in our
public s e ~ c by
e loyalty to our oath of office, ow constituents, this
institutioq and our families and friends; by wisdom that rises
above personal, partisan, and special interests; and by honesty that
confronts things as they truly are; and last but not least, by strength
of character that guides us with integrity in all that we do.
Let us now go forward this day to accomplish those things with
trust in God and faith in ourselves.
Thank you very much.
If I may, as an aside - I made notes to do this first,so I want to
explain it that way today we had Louise Bishop, one of our
members, act as the opening Chaplain, and we are very proud of
her, and we have relied on her any number of times to do exactly
what she did so well here today, and I thank her.
There were a few wet eyes in the House as Miss Pennsylvania,
Maya Acosta, sang 'The Star-Spangled Banner." I thought it was
absolutely outstanding. I at least had the oppormnity to shake her
hand and tell her that, and I think the rest of you can do it, if you
would like, at this time.
President Judge Stephen McEwen kissed the Blarney stone
shortly before coming in here today, but that is a license that I can
grant hun, if you will. Steve and I were classmates all through high
school. We knew one another back in grade school, and until he
went to the wrong college, we were friends all the way through.
The Hawk is dead. And of course, I thank Steve for his job, and
my wife, Pat, I of course thank her very much.

-
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GUESTS INTRODUCED
The SPEAKER. Now, here today I have some family with me.
There is my daughter, Katie, and her husband, Cyler Walker.
And sitting next to Cyler - he is almost family - is Sam Hayes,
Secretary of Agriculhlre. You remember bim. He was here for
20 years, 25 years. Stand up, Sam.
We have in the fmt row, watching me closely, the Secretary of
Revenue, Bob Judge.
The Auditor General is two steps hehiid him, watching his
books, Bob Casey.
The c h a m of the Republican Party and chairman of the
Chester County Republican Party, Alan Novak, and his wife.
Former Speaker of the House Robert O'Donnell and his wife,
Donna.
I thought I had another one of my kids here, but I do not see
her. Well, too late.

PRESENTATION OF
COMMEMORATIVE GAVEL
The SPEAKER. Mr. Chief Clerk, you are recogn~zcdfor the
purpose of presentation of a commemorative gavel.
The CHIEF CLERK. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
It is my privilege to present this commemorative pa\el to a nun
that displays the leadership and integrity that make5 Ihc tiouu of
Representatives an honorable institution. I am proud to ha\c
Matt Ryan as Speaker of the House of Represenratlvcz and a\ m!
friend.
Congratulations, Mr. Speaker.

I
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The SPEAKER. There is another longtime publlc scnant u-ith
us today, Johnny Zubeck, who for more years than I can remember
was Chief Clerk of this House. John.

HON. H. WILLIAM DeWEESE
INTRODUCED
The SPEAKER. Last and certainly not least is another former
Speaker of this House, with whom we do battle regularly and make
up regularly -Bill DeWeese, Democratic floor leader.

PLACING OF MACE
The SPEAKER. The oath of office having been taken by the
members of the House and the Speaker being elected, the Chair
insmcts the Sergeant at Arms to now place the mace on the
rosQum. The mace is the symbol of authority of this House. When
the mace is at the Speaker's right, the House is in session.
(Mace was placed on rostrum.)

1999
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PARLIAMENTARIAN APPOINTED

The SPEAKER In compliance with the laws of the
Commonwealth authorizing the Speaker to appoint a
Parliamentarian, the Chaii appoints Clancy Myer as
Parliamentarian of the House.
Clancy, congratulations.

ANNOUNCEMENT OF
MAJORITY FLOOR LEADERS
The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Mercer County, Mr. Fargo, for the purpose of making an
announcement.
Mr. FARGO. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
As chairman of the Republican Caucus, I have been insmcted
to announce for the information of the membe.rs of the House and
for the record that the gentleman from Philadelphia, Mr. Perzel,
has been elected majority leader by the Republican Caucus and
that the gentleman from Lehigh County, Mr. Snyder, has been
elected majority whip. Furthermore, the gentlelady from
Chester County, Mrs. Taylor, has been elected caucus secretary;
the gentleman from Montgomery County, Mr. Cornell, has been
elected policy chairman; the gentleman from Northumberland
County, Mr. Phillips, has been elected caucus administrator; and
the gentleman from Lancaster County, Mr. Barley, has been
elected c h a i i of the Appropriations Committee. Thank you,
Mr. Speaker.
The SPEAKER The Chair thanks the gentleman.

ANNOUNCEMENT OF
DEMOCRATIC FLOOR LEADERS
The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Philadelphia County, Mr. Cohen.
Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, for the information of all in
attendance today and for the record, in the Democratic Caucus
elections Michael Veon of Beaver County was elected for the first
time as Democratic whip and Victor Lescovitz of Washington
County was elected for the fmt time as Democratic policy
committee chairman. H. William DeWeese of Greene County was
reelected Democratic leader; I, Mark Cohen of Philadelphia
County, was reelected Democratic caucus chairman; Jefiey Coy
of Franklin County was reelected Democratic caucus secretary;
Fred Belardi of Lackawanna County was reelected Democratic
caucus administrator; and Dwight Evans of Philadelphia County
was reelected Democratic Appropriations Committee c h a i i .
The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman.

NEW MEMBERS INTRODUCED
The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the lady from
Chester County, Mrs. Taylor, for the purpose of introducing the
new members on the Republican side to the House.
Mrs. TAYLOR. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
As the Republican caucus secretary, I have the honor to
introduce the new members of the Republican Caucus. I welcome
them to the Pennsylvania House of Representatives, as I welcome
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the new members on both sides of the aisle who have come here to
serve the people of this great Commonwealth.
Mr. Speaker, as I call the names of the new members of the
Republican Caucus, I will ask them if they would please stand.
Please hold any applause until I have completed the introduction
of all the members.
Bob Bastian; Mary Ann Dailey; Daryl Metcalfe; Ron Miller.
Welcome to the Pennsylvania House of Representatives.
The SPEAKER. The Chaii at this time recognizes the
gentleman from Franklin County, Mr. Coy, to introduce the
freshman members of the Democratic Caucus.
Mr. COY. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Mr. DeWeese is glad to know that I will be reading a few more
names.
The SPEAKER. I am happy though.
Mr. COY. Thank you.
Mr. Speaker, I am glad to introduce the new members who have
been elected to the Democratic Caucus to serve in this session of
the House of Representatives, and I would ask them all to rise, and
to all of you, recognize them at the conclusion of the reading of
their names.
From Allegheny County, the gentleman, Representative
Paul Costa; also from Allegheny County, Representative
Dan Frankel; from Northampton County, a reelected
Representative, having served previously and now back,
Representative Robert Freeman; from Northampton County,
Representative Richard Grucela; from Lehigh County, the
gentlelady, Representative Jennifer M m ,from Allegheny County,
Representative Kenneth Ruffmg; from a district representing
Northampton
and
Lehigh
Counties,
Representative
Steve Samuelson; from Washington County, Representative
Timothy Solobay; and from Luzerne County, Representative
John Yudichak.
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

REMARKS BY MAJORITY LEADER
The SPEAKER. The Chair at this time recognizes the
majority leader, Mr. Perzel, for remarks.
Mr. PERZEL. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
I wanted to mention that the last time the Republican Party
controlled this legislature for three terms in a row was 1948, 1950,
and 1952, and I say that because last night at dinner, Matt Ryan
said he was pleased to have the privilege of being in charge of the
legislature at the heginnimg of this milleMium, and you all heard
how long he has been here; he wants to be in charge at the
beginning of the next millennium. So, Matt, with a little luck, that
next thousand years will not be that hard.
The SPEAKER. It will pass quickly, I am sure.
Mr. PERZEL. Before I get into my speech, I wanted to mention
a couple things.
I think you heard that the legislature. this is our 3 17th year, and
in Philadelphia, Independence Hall - a couple members that I
talked to did not know this -that was the Pennsylvania House of
Representatives, and they leased that to the Continental Congress
so that they could meet there and form the United States of
America. I mention that because a member here not too long ago
told me that nobody could replace hun, and I told him- and you
will appreciate this -that Ben Franklin was a member, and if you
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all take a look around, Ben Franklin is not here but all the seats are
taken. And I say that because, you h o w , we are not the
Philadelphia Flyers; when you are done here, we do not put your
number up in the back of the hall of the House and say nobody can
ever represent that area again. Someone else will represent the
area. So I am saying that so that you have the opportunity truly to
cherish this moment.
I have been very, very fortunate. I tell people I come from the
city of Philadelphia, where in Philadelphia they hate me because
I am a Republican; then they hate me in Harrisburg because I come
from Philadelphia. So I take rejection cheehlly, no matter which
way I go.
But truly, truly, you should honestly cherish this,because some
of you may be here for a lot of years, some of you may never come
back again, some of you may decide not to run again, so it is truly
an experience liie none you will ever have again in your lives. And
again, I thank the members for the privilege of serving as the
majority leader here - the members of my side; I was not elected
by the other side - but I appreciate that opportunity. A couple
times I was going to by to get elected on the other side, but I have
not had any luck yet.
Mr. Speaker, I would like to welcome every member, their
families, their guests, to this House of Representatives on this
historic opening session. I would liie again to offer my greetings
and congrahllations to the newly elected and now sworn-in
members who are taking their place among us for the fust time
today.
I used the word "historic" earlier today, because as you know,
thissession is the last biennial session of the millennium The next
time we meet like this will be the year 2001. In this session, we
bold the key to the coming millennium in our collective hands.
I offer you again, Mr. Speaker, my congratulations once more
on your election to a fourth term as Speaker.
I would also, Mr. Speaker, like to offer my greetings and
congratulations to the other Speaker who joined yon here today,
Speaker Irvis. I have only one certificate of election h a n a g on my
wall at my home, and it is signed by Speaker h i s , and I cherish
that. I am proud to have it hanging there, and I am proud to count
Speaker h i s as a friend. Like Speaker Ryan, you, Speaker Irvis,
are a rock upon which this House sits so well today. It is good to
have you here with us once again.
Speaker O ' D o ~ e l l a, longtime friend, welcome back.
Speaker DeWeese, it is good to have you here today, and we
liie you right where you are.
Just briefly, let me touch on highlights of the session that was
completed just this past November.
We cut taxes by hundreds of millions of dollars. We focused successfully - to improve access to quality care for every
Pennsylvania family. We approved charter school legislation and
began to seriously deal with the mess in the Philadelphia schools.
We took the first step to help our overtaxed homeowners in school
disnicts across this great State. We began to focus on making our
schools safe so teachers can teach and our children and our
grandchildren can learn. We created the Keystone O p p o d t y
Zone Program to spur development in our communities that need
that help the most.
But, Mr. Speaker, that was last session. Good news, buf all the
same, yesterday's news.
We are now in a session, the final session, again, as I
mentioned, of the millennium. We have been elected, all of us here
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today, from firstteem to veteran members, to lead Pennsylvania
into the 21st century. So where are we going, and bow are we
going to get there? That is our challenge in the coming weeks and
months ahead. Your input and your participation will be crucial.
We will not get there by operating solely as Democrats or
Republicans. We will get there by working together in a bipartisan
manner, as we have worked togethermly over the past 4 years.
We will get there by focusing on the needs of every Pennsylvanian
- e v q Pennsylvanian - not just those who bave greater resources
at their disposal and not just those who are at the other end of the
economic scale. We must, Mr. Speaker, put more focus on how we
serve every Pennsylvaniq especially the hardworking families
whose tax dollars support every State program.
Many of you have heard me speak of a modest personal income
tax cut in the coming session. It would be a tax cut for those
families that need it most. They have been waiting. We need to
respond. Yes, our income tax is among the nation's lowest, but it
is still a tax on millions of Pennsylvania families. Last year
30 States reduced the personal income tax burden on working men
and women, and I hope this year, Mr. Speaker, Pennsylvania can
be the fmt.
Mr. Speaker, of those 30 States who reduced the personal
income tax last year, 19 also reduced their business taxes as well.
We can do that, too, for we must continue to make Pe~sylvania
an attractive place to establish a business and create new and better
paying jobs.
We can help our hardworking families by building on our
successes and improving the quality of education for our children
and our grandchildren. We want to make sure that our many good
schools become even better schools, and we want to provide
opportunities for schools which need to rise to the next level of
excellence. I look forward to working with the members to develop
a strong child-focused, achievementoriented education agenda
this session.
And fmlly, Mr. Speaker, this could be a crucial year for
welfare reform. Over the past 4 years, in partnership with the
Federal government, we took long-overdue steps to move tens of
thousands of people from dependence to lives of dignity and lives
of respect. We need to measure the success of our reform. If it has
worked, how can we make it even better? If it has not achieved the
results that were advertised, what changes must be made to meet
the goal of moving people away from depending on taxpayer
handouts to becoming selfsupporting wage earners? Where will
that lead us? I do not know that answer, Mr. Speaker, but I would
hazard a guess that we can find ways to save taxpayers'
harkarned money while continuing to help move more men and
women off of the public assistance rolls. While we do this, we will
continue to maintain Pennsylvania's historic commitment to those
who cannot care for themselves - our children, those in ill health,
and our older Pennsylvanian population.
This will be a busy, enlightening, challenging session. It is a
session where we hold the key to the coming millennium in our
hands. It will be up to each of us individually and all of us
collectively, as Republicans and Democrats working together, to
move Pennsylvania forward.
I look forward to working with each one of you to meet the
challenges that are before us for these next 2 years.
Thank you very much Mr. Speaker, and good luck in your new
job.
The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman.
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REMARKS BY DEMOCRATIC LEADER
The SPEAKER. The Chair at this time recognizes the
Democratic floor leader, Mr. DeWeese.
Mr. DeWEESE. "...with. ..greedy ear Devour up my
discourse." - "Othello," Act 1. Mr. Speaker, nobody ever devours
up my discourse, but while this room is coruscating with new lights
and refulgent with the blazonry of these garlands of flowers, I just
hoped that the invocation of the mighty father of the English stage
would be appropriate. The mighty father of the GOP is with us
today, and we will momentarily resuscitate Shakespeare and then
get on with our other matters.
Congratulations, Man Ryan, Speaker of the House.
Speaker Irvis, it is good to see you.
Speaker O'Donnell, welcome hack to our chamber.
Ladies and gentlemen of the House, but primarily, primarily,
Bob Freeman, welcome back. Bob is a history major, has a
master's degree. He will not let me get away with anythmg,
historically. He will not let Matt get away with anytlung either,
unless Matt has got more votes, which he normally does.
But we have got Steve Samuelson, straight out of the Jaycees
and the boards and commissions of his hometown, here with us
today, and young Jennifer Mann, the only person that I know in
recent years who has got a family anchored in the organized labor
movement and her own personal small business experience.
We have Rich Grucela and his family here. Rich has over
30 years in a classroom, and notwithstanding the perplexities and
vituperations and vexations of the modem schoolteacher, he is a
manifestation of all that is good about schoolteachers and
schoolteaching, and we must, as my worthy colleague, John Perzel,
said a few moments ago, we must focus our perspectives on a
chilkentered educational agenda here in 1999 and the year 2000.
John Yudichak from Bethlehem - excuse me - Plymouth.
I h e w it was historical but it is not quite 2,000 years old. I am
gening carried away, but they will tell you I have been carried
away before. In fact, I was camed away from up there about
4 years ago. Yudichak has a background in English literature, so
if no one else appreciated my initial pronouncements from
"Othello," I hope that those rarefied, honey-tongued words were
appreciated by John Yudichak.
And then we will go from the swiftly coursing Lehigh and the
hardscrabble fields of noaheastem Pennsylvania and approach the
crimson ramparts of the Alleghenies and approach Allegheny
County - Paul Costa, Paul Costa. Generations ago Paul Costa's
family journeyed across the Laurel Highlands and settled at the
confluence of the Allegheny and the Monongahela and got
involved in public service, and three generations later Paul Costa
carries that banner of public service forward from Allegheny
County to the inimitable halls of the General Assembly.
Dan Frankel. Dan's dad, Robert, had me on the golf course this
summer and showed me that artfulness and dexterity at the fire hall
microphone would not do me any good on the 13th green. Dan's
involvement in business and in his community is anchored as
deeply as anybody I have ever served with, and he is also, more
than anybody I have ever served with, more than any freshman,
involved in the hardscrabble, gut excitement of our political venue,
of our political work. George Will talks about baseball players,
and he calls them men at work Well, someday he will say men and
women at work when he updates the book, but politics and

politicians do work Some people gainsay that declaration, but that
is just not so.
Kenny RufXng, Kenny R a n g , from the borough council of
West Mifflin, his wife, Karen, and his young son, here in this
wonderful setting for the first time, excited and hopeful and
experiencing the joie de vivre. I do not know much French, but the
joy of living. I thought I would just throw that in right now since
I was momentarily at a loss for words - the joie de vivre.
Kenny Frankel - Kenny Frankel; that is an interestingjuxtaposition
- Ken Ruffimg and the joie de vivre. I want Dermody to tell me
about that later in the day.
This has obviously an element of casuality, and it should. The
very formal moments of Mr. Ryan's swearinein were pertinent,
as my wife indicates that I have not talked about Timmy Solobay,
but I have got Solobay right here. I have not always bad Solohay
where I wanted him, I will have to admit. In fact, I was against
Solobay in the primruy. He prevailed, perdurably prevailed,
overwhelmingly prevailed, and when I read his cumculum vitae,
I understood why he prevailed - head of the Red Cross
countywide, head of the 911 countywide, head of the MRI and the
CAT scan units countywide, and if you ever saw Tim Solobay's
brochure, he looks like an NFL (National Football League)
offensive lmeman crashing through a fue ready to save the day.
That is why they are here.
In fact, when we were introducing everybody, I looked back
and I thought you left out one. I saw a guy back there I did not
recognize, and it was Representative Frank Gigliotti, and I thou&
who is this guy? Who is this guy? Frank has lost about 70 pounds,
and he went from a political couch potato to an Olympic hurdler.
I mean, he absolutely looks stupendous today, and I want to say,
welcome to the General Assembly again, Frank Gigliotti.
Obviously, Mr. Speaker, I want to say welcome to Holly, my
wife. I want to say welcome especially to Bob and Donna Veon
and their extended family from Beaver County, who have come to
welcome the steady, inexorable advance of my fraternal and
political colleague, Michael Veon.
And I want to speak about a couple of issues in a favorable
manner relative to the comments of the gentleman, Mr. Perzel,
from Philadelphia.
The maintenance and support of a thorough and efficientpublic
education is our constitutional mandate. John's focus has
understandably been and with my colleague, Dwight Evans, they
have focused on urban education and the fact that we need to
laser-like focus our enthusiasms, our energies, our money, our
idealism on some of those tembly distressing urban educational
problems. I have a passion for rural education. The three counties
I represent have many, many schoolchildren who need more
attention, and I think there are bipartisan ways, hopeful ways for
us to move forward on education.
Welfare reform. There are 38,000 single-parent families who
will be cashiered from the welfare rolls on March 3. Many, many,
many of these people have not been able to find jobs, and as the
General Assembly, we have got to try to help them.
The third and final issue I want to talk about relative to our
agenda is campaign finance reform. Our worthy chief executive,
the Honorable Tom Ridge, spent almost $8 for every vote that he
received. His challenger, Mr. I t k q spent pennies - 47 or 48 cents.
Of course, he did not receive as many votes, so he did not have to
spend as much money. But why? Why? Because the system is
inherently and incontrovertibly skewed.
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Our Constitution calls for equal and free elections. The money,
the money, the money, as Gerhude Stein might have said, is at the
core of our political problems, in my way of thinking. Ridge raised
$14 million twice - $28 million in a period of 5 years. Itkin had a
few hundred grand. That happened in New Jersey, but in
New Jersey they had campaign finance reform, and
Christine Todd Whitman, that elegant lady from horse country in
northern New Jersey who was way ahead in the polls, she all of a
sudden found out that an unknown State Senator named
McGreevey, the Ivan Itkin of New Jersey, had $3.25 million just
like she did to put on TV, and those elections closed within
1 percentage point. Those were free and equal elections. Those
elections paralleled our constitutional mandate.
Mr. Speaker, we do not get a chance to have these kinds of
moments very often, and I do want to thank our staff,our staff. We
would be bereft, as you have pointed out many times, without our
very solid phalanx of helpers and supporters.
When Jim Gavin, a United States Army general, led the
82d ~ i r b o m eat the Battle of the Bulge, a Life Magazine
correspondent was with him, and as they moved to the very front
lines, in a foxhole between mortar and 8kaillimeter barrages
came down, between in a m u t e lull, the young Life ~ a ~ a i
re~orter
leaned into a foxhole and said to the American b v
- ~r
captain, "What makes a good officer?" And he shouted up,
"A good sergeant."
I would l i e to thank upstairs Jim and Gwen and d o m t a k
Mike and Laura and all of my staff and all of your staff, because
we have got great sergeants in this room and in this building and
back home in our offices.
MY fiDal point,
Speaker, my final point has do with
civility and bipartisanship. Two Ye= ago pi^^^ and DeWeese
were engaged in a moment of vituperation. It was swearingin day,
and there was aggression and elecnicity. In fact, to bring
Shakespeare back into it for a minute, I
he probably thought
and
or somebody thought that he was being assaulted by the
stealths of injurious impostors, probably me. But last night at a
local restaurant, our families were dining side by side; we were
back and
There was no more
no better
manifestation of what you describe, Mr. Speaker, as the fraternity
or the sororw or the colledity. Two Years have gone by - by the
and I lost, as I
lost many
way, he won that
=guments in the last couple of years - but the 'Ore, the
undergirding core of our success is our civility.
Gannon - Gannon and DeWeese at one moment last yeas were
hurling implications and maledictions against each other with
elemonic, supersonic speed. mere was no love between us at that
moment, at that moment. Not too 10% later, thanks to the
prescience and ma-ty
of the Pennsylvania Bar Association,
Tom and I were addressing their annual midwinter meeting in
Charleston, South Carolma, and they had the good foresight to put
us at the same dinner and the same
and this was not
long
after our comparatively aggressive and me-pirited
dialogue.
We chatted. Time came for the cabs to take us back, and we said,
no, we will walk back, and there along Charleston Harbor under
the moonlight, not exactly
in arm, but we were looking out at
Fort Sumpter- and we did not fall in love again - but G m o n and
DeWeese, erstwhile partisans and momenW'
fir*reathing
enemies, had rapprochement; we came back together.
'Ikis
is what these flowers' and these kids' and
grandma and granddad, and Bob and Donna Veon, and Vic and
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Dottie DeWeese back in Greene County, and all those wonderful
folks that have allowed me to serve from Greene and Fayette and
Washington Counties, this is what it is all about. As Speaker h i s
said, it is about the kids.
My last remark, Mr. Speaker - yes, I usually get that - there is
no greater calling than to serve your fellowman; there is no greater
contribution than to help the weak. Those were the words of
Walter Reuther, arguably the preeminent labor leader of the
20th c e n w - Walter Reuther. There is no greater contribution
than to help the weak. That will be our ethos as Democrats.
Congratulations, Matthew Ryan.
The SPEAKER. Thank you.

GUkSTS INTRODUCED
like the gentleman,
me SPEAKER, ~t this tirneI
Mr. Mike Fisher, Attorney General of Pennsylvania, to rise and be
acknowledged.
Seated to Mike's right is United States Senator S a n t o m .
senator,

1

k e

REMARKS BY MAJORITY WHIP

The SPEAKER, The Chair at this time recognizes the
majority whip, Mr. Snyder.
w. SNYDER, Thank you very much, M ~ .speaker, and
congrahllations on your historic fourth term as speaker of the
House of Representatives,
Before we came here this morning, my wife asked me who I
was following in terms of
menI told her it was
&, DeWeese, she asked if I could change the order, but
unfortunately, it did not happen that way.
pmtof all, I would &e to welcome and add to those hohave
already expressed welcomes to the new members and hope that
you will take time to savor this day. While many of us have had
several
to experience the splendor ofthis beautiful
chamber during the festivities of an inaugural program, there is
only one fmt swearingin day for each of us, and hopefully for
this will be a very memorable one,
hi^ is also a time to achowledge those who helped make this
day possible as well as to recognize the enormous responsibility
that comes with being a member of the House of Representatives.
The electorate has demonstrated their confidence that you possess
the energy, the dedication, and most wortantly, the commitment
to
your duties of
,with fidelity.
F~~
members of this chamber, as has
been
significance because it my
mentioned, this day may have
be their last inauguration in the H~~~~of~epresentatives,Today
my mark the
of a fml
which will hopefully be
a very productive and meaningful
As we come together on this day filled with splendor and
celebration, it is important for us to realize that each ofus sitting
in this grand hall has been charged with an important responsibility
-the responsibility of guiding the Commonwealth inro the next
millennium. We have together a rare oppodty
to help steer our
Commonwealth into a new cenw, Our decisions will
the course of Pennsylvania's future as never before. Given the
magnitude of this task, it is critical that we work together in a
bipartisan manner to enact legislation that exceeds political
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considerations and focuses on improving the lives of all
Pennsylvanians.
In order to be successful in our endeavors, we must incorporate
the thoughts, visions, and ideas of every member of this body into
an agenda that can address the challenges that we know lie ahead.
As Representative Perzel has already noted, we must begin
working on that agenda right away, building on the successful
legislative accomplishments of the last several years. Now is the
time to begin working harder than ever to continue the
improvements to Pennsylvania's economic climate in order to
enhance the opportunities for the f0Imti0n of familysustaining
jobs. Now is the time to implement many of the reforms that were
already adopted to improve the quality of education so that our
children are prepared to compete in a highly technological society.
Now is the time to assure Our citiZens they will have access to
affordable and quality health care, and now is the time to give our
local governments the tools they need to manage growth to
preserve the quality of the lives of the people within their
communities.
Mr. Speaker, it has been said that the joy of a game is not SO
much in the winning of it but in the struggle involved in achieving
the victory, and we certainly know that that could not be more
appropriate than the political experience that occurs here in the
House on a daily basis.
The one element that is critical to that process, both.
individually and collectively, is having the persistence to stick with
an issue until it is finally resolved. That persistence is described in
a poem entitled "Press On."
'Wothing in this world can take the place of persistence. Taleat
will not. Nothing is more common than unsuccessful men with
talent. Genius will not. Unrewarded genius is almost a proverb.
Education will not. The world is full of educated derelicts.
Persistence and determination alone are omnipotent."
Those members who stay focused and committed to their
legislative goals will be the ones in this chamber who make a
meaningful contribution to o w efforts.
As Vince Lombardi said, "The difference between a successfd
person and others is not a lack of strength, not a lack of
knowledge, but rather a lack of will."
Mr. Speaker, this body has effectively proven that we can
respond to challenges to which we are committed to finding a
solution That persistence to meeting the expectations of those who
elected us will be the keystone to achieving a very successful and
rewarding legislative experience.
I would like to thank the members of my caucus for the honor
of being able to serve in a leadership position in this upcoming
term. There is no greater honor than working hand in hand with
your colleagues in the legislative process. And as Matthew Ryan
said, the friendships that come from here are ones that last a
lifetime.
I would like to thank mv wife and familv for the s u ~ ~ othey
rt
have given me for the last (0 t e r n , and I w&d like to &a& each
one of you for the opportunities that I know lie ahead to work
together.
Thank you, and have a great le@lative
through
1999 and 2000.
The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman.
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GUESTS INTRODUCED
The SPEAKER. If I may intempt again, one of my daughters
just anived now - Tem and her husband, Bill McTear.
There is another distinguished guest in the hall of the House,
the Dominican consul, Wilson Diaz Cuena. He is here with
Representative Youngblood, and we welcome the consul.

REMARKS BY DEMOCRATIC WHIP
The SPEAKER. The Chair at this time recognizes the
gentleman, Mr. Veon, the Democratic whip of the House.
~ rvEON.
.
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Mr. Speaker, mindful of the hour and mindful of the fact that I
the newest member at this microphone as part of this leadership
team and mindful of the fact that we ought to only have so many
eloquent speeches in one day in this chamber, I am going to make
sure that my remarks are very brief.
A special congratulations to you, Mr. Speaker. You certainly,
as everyone has indicated, have been the kind of member and the
kind of leader that every one of us should emulate and should
strive for. A special personal congratulations from me,
Mr. Speaker, for everythmg that you have accomplished.
Mr. Speaker, I would also l i e to give a special congratulations
to the new members that are here today. There is no doubt that this
day is huly special for you -your first oath of office, your first
swe-gis
with your friends and your family for the first time
having the joy and the honor of seeing you take your seat in this
great chamber. It is so very, very special. Congratulations to the
new members on both sides of this aisle, Democrat and
Republican.
~ rSpeaker,
.
respect, civility, wisdom, honesty, fraternity,
truthfulness, fairness, loyalty. Every one of us and every guest here
has beard those words intertwined in all the speeches that have
been given by everyone so far in this ceremony, and to the new
members, I would ask that you take this o p p o d t y to commit to
using those words as you do this job and as you do this work. To
the senior members and the experienced members, I would ask that
you renew and refresh your commitment to using those words as
you do this job and we do this work.
And I think I am absolutely convinced that individually, using
those words as a framework for this job, no matter what happens
day in and day out, you will be successful. And collectively, if we
treat each other and we work with each other with those words in
mind as we go about this great work and these great jobs, no
matter what happens day in and day out, we will be successful.
Again to all of you, Democrats and Republicans,
congratulations and good luck.
~ h you,
~ M ~Speaker.
. k
The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman.

FORMER MEMBERS WELCOMED
The SPEAKER. The Chair acknowledges the presence in the
hall of the House of two former distinguished members of the
Democratic Caucus - Mrs. Ruth Harper from Philadelphia,
and from the other side of the State, former Representative
Tony Colaizzo. Where is Tony? There he is.
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Mr. McCall; Mr. Veon; Mr. Stetler; Mr. Dermody, and the
Speaker will sit as well on that committee.

The Chair at this time recognizes the majority leader.
Mr. PERZEL. Mr. Speaker, at this time, if we could allow the
guests, particularly the ones in this area where the Senate is going
to be coming over in a little bif you would have the opportunity of
going back to your parties, to your offices. But the next part of
what we are going to do is not going to be quite as pretty as what
you have seen the last hour, hour and a half. So if there is anyone
who would like to leave, Mr. Speaker, I would like to give them an
opportunity of leaving at this moment.
The SPEAKER. See you.

COMMITTEE ON PART OF
SENATE RECOGNIZED

neSPEAKER, negentleman, m, 0liver,
neSERGEANT AT ARMS, ~ rspeaker,
,
the

on the
part of the committee from the Senate, Senator Conti.
The SPEAKER. Senator.
Mr. CONTI. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Senator Dent, Senator Williams, and I are privileged to return
to the great hall of the people of Pennsylvania today.
Mr. Speaker, I and the Senators who accompany me to the
chamber today are a special committee from the Senate of
Pennsylvania. The purpose of our committee is to respectfully
inform the Pennsylvania House of Representatives that the
Senate of Pennsylvania is convened and organized in regular
session for the 199%2000 legislative session and ready to proceed
with legislative business in this session, which will begin to
prepare our Commonwealth for the coming millennium.
The SPEAKER The Chair thanks the gentleman and welcomes
back to the hall of the House the three new Senators, and we miss
you.
Mr. CONTI. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. We miss you.
And may I personally wish you and the leaders of the caucuses
and all the members of the House here all the best in our
183d legislative session and M e r resolve that this session of the
General Assembly perform our duties with a sense of purpose and
compassion and a renewed spirit of bipartisan cooperation between
the two chambers. Thank you, MI. Speaker.
The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman.

FORMER MEMBERS WELCOMED
The SPEAKER. Also on the floor is a former member,'
Dr. Edward Haluska. Doctor, where are you?
Another distinguished member of the Democrat Caucus,
Jobn White - a member of the House, a member of Philadelphia
Oty Council, and former Secretary of Revenue. Where are you,
Jobn? I know you are here somewhere.
The members of the House are requested to remain in the
House. The Sergeant at Arms will clear areas in the doorways SO
that guests wishing to exit at this time may do so. The House will
stand at ease for a few moments until the guests clear the chamber.
The guests are welcome to stay. There are seats on both sides of
the hall, but they must be seated when the session restarts.
Members will please take their seats. Guests will please be
seated. Sergeant at Arms, clear the area behind the rail; have the
guests seated. Members will please take their seats. Members will
please take their seats.

COMMITTEE APPOINTED
The SPEAKER. The Chair appoints as a committee to notify
the Senate that the House is organized, the lady from Erie,
Ms. Seyfert; the gentleman from Mercer, Mr. Wilt; the gentleman
from Northampton, Mr. Grucela.
The committee will now proceed in the performance of its
duties.

SENATE MESSAGE
JOINT SESSION

1

The clerk of the Senate, being introduced, presented the
following extract from the Journal of the Senate, which was read
as follows:

COMMITTEE APPOINTED

In the Senate
January 5, 1999

I

..

The
The Chair a~nointsa committee to wait u ~ o n
- -~ SPEAKER.
~
~
the Governor and notify him the House is

Organized.

committee
consist of the gentleman
Chester County,
Ms. Bard; the
Mr. Schroder; the lady from
lady from Philadelphia County, Ms. Bishop.
The committee will now proceed with the performance of its
duties.

COMMITTEE ON COMMITTEES
APPOINTED
The SPEAKER The following members have been selected to
serve on the Committee on Committees: Mr. Hasay, chairman;
a.Allen; Mr. Flick; Mr. Habay; Mr. Kenney; Mr. Raymond;
Mr. Schuler, Mr. Semmel; Mr. Samuel Smith, and Mr. Tulli on the
majority side. Mr. Cam will be the Democratic chairman;

I

I

RESOLVED, (the House of Representatives concumng), That the
Senate and House of Representatives meet in Joint Session on Tuesday,
Januarv, 5. 1999.
in
Hall of the House
of Renresentatives for the
-~
~~~~,
~-~the
-i&ise of witnessina the ooenina. counting and computing the official
ke&s of the election for ~ o v e r k and
r ~ceutenant~ov&or, held on
Tuesday, November 3, 1998, in the several counties of the
Commonwealth. and to elect a Director of the Lezislative Reference
Bureau.

-.

~

-

Ordered That the clerk present the same to the House of
Representatives for its concurrence.
On the question,
Will the House concur in the resolution of the Senate?
Resolution was concurred in,
Ordered, That the clerk inform the Senate accordingly,

i
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RESOLUTION
COMMITTEE TO ESCORT SENATE

Mr. PERZEL offered the following resolution, which was read,
considered, and adopted:

In the House of Representatives
January 5,1999
RESOLVED. That the Speaker appomt a comminee of three to escon
thr members and officers of the Senate to the Hall of the House for the
purpose of attending the Joint Session of the General Assembly.

The Chair requests the Lieutenant Governor, the Honorable
Mark Schweiker, to preside over the proceedings of the
joint session of the General Assembly.
The President pro tem of the Senate, the Honorable
Robert C. Jubelirer, is invited to be seated on the rostnnn.
The members of the Senate will please be seated immediately
in front of the Speaker.
The House will come to order.
The Chair is pleased to hand the gavel used in this session to
the Honorable Mark Schweiker, Lieutenant Governor of the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.

COMMITTEE APPOINTED

JOINT SESSION OF THE
GENERAL ASSEMBLY

The SPEAKER. The Speaker appoints as a committee to
wait upon the Senate, the gentleman from Chester County,
Mr. Hennessey; the lady from Allegheny County, Miss One; and
the gentleman from Allegheny County, Mr. Costa. Mr. Hennessey
and the committee will leave for the Senate to advise them.

THE LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR
(MARK S. SCHWEIKER) PRESIDING

GUEST INTRODUCED
The SPEAKER The Chair is pleased to note the presence in the
hall of the House today, from Philadelphia, the chairman of the
Black ward leaders, Carol Campbell, seated to the left of the
Speaker. Will the lady please rise.

RESOLUTION
APPOINTMENT OF TELLER
Mr. PERZEL offered the following resolution, which was read,
considered, and adopted:
In the House of Representatives
January 5,1999

RESOLVED, That the gentleman from Berks County, Mr. Leh, be
appointed Teller on the part of the House of Representatives to open and
compute the vote for Governor and Lieutenant Governor.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE
ESCORTING SENATE
The SPEAKER. The Senate is now entering the hall of the
House. Members will please rise.
The Chair recognizes the Sergeant at Arms of the House.
The SERGEANT AT ARMS. Mr. Speaker, the chairman of the
committee on the part of the House, Representative Hennessey.
The SPEAKER. Mr. Hennessey.
Mr. HENNESSEY. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Mr. Speaker, your committee appointed to wait upon the Senate
and escort them to the hall of the House has performed its duty,
and we report that the Senate is here in the House of
Representatives.
The SPEAKER. The Chain thanks the gentleman.
The committee is discharged with the thanks of the House.
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ELECTION RETURNS PRESENTED
The LEUTENANT GOVERNOR. Thank you, sir.
The joint session of this General Assembly will please come to
order.
The members will take their seats. The session will come to
order. Members are encouraged to take their seats.
This being the day and time agreed upon by a concurrent
resolution of the Senate and House of Representatives, and in
accordance with the provisions of the Constitution and the laws of
this Commonwealth for the opening and computing of the official
returns of the election for Governor and Lieutenant Governor held
on Tuesday, November 3, 1998, in the several counties of this
Commonwealth, the returns will now be opened and read.
The teller on the part of the Senate is the Senator from Erie,
Senator Earll, and the teller on the part of the House of
Representatives is the Representative from Berks County,
Representative Leh. The tellers will please-- They have come
forward to the assigned desk and now will proceed in the
performance of their duties.
The following election returns were read:
COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA
TO HIS EXCELLENCY, THE LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR OF THE
COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA, THE PRESIDENT
PRO TEMPORE OF THE SENATE, AND THE MEMBERS OF THE
GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF
PENNSYLVANIA, GREETINGS:
HONORABLE SIRS:
I have the honor to present the official returns of the General Election
held November 3. 1998. for the office of Governor of the Commonwealth
of Pennsylvania,wherein it was disclosed that:

Tom kdge, Republican, received 1,736,844votes,
Ivan Itkin, Democrat, received 938,745 votes,
Peg Luksik, Constitutional, received 315,761 votes,
Ken V. Krawchuk, Libertarian, received, 33,591 votes,
Writein Votes, 21 1 (scattered),
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as the same have been certified to and filed with the Secretary of the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania by the sixty-seven County Boards of
Elections.
(Seal)

TELLERS' REPORT
The LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR. Senator Earll.
Ms. EARLL. Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, and members
of the General Assembly, the tellers agree in their count and
submit the following tallies in the election for Governor and
Lieutenant Governor held on November 3, 1998:

Witness my hand and the seal of my office
this eighteenth day of December, 1998.
Kim Pipingrilli
Acting Secretary of the Commonwealth

Ken V. Krawchuk, Libertarian, received 33,591 votes;
Peg Luks~k,Consntut~onal,recelied 315,761 ioles,
Ivan ltkln and hlanor~eMareol~esMezt~nsk\
,. Democrat~c
received 938,745 votes;
and Tom Ridge and Mark Schweiker, Republicans, received
1,736,844 votes.

COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA
TO HIS EXCELLENCY, THE LIEUTES.ANT GOVERNOR OF THE
COMMOKWEALTH
OF PENNSYLVANIA. THE PRESIDENT
.
PRO TEMPORE OF THE SENATE, AND THE MEMBERS OF THE
GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF
PENNSYLVANIA, GREETINGS:

The LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR. Thank you.
Tom Ridge and Mark Schweiker, having received the
highest number of votes, are duly elected Governor and
Lieutenant Governor of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania for
the term of 4 years ffom the third Tuesday of January o f 1999.
The General Assembly will now be at ease for a moment while
we sign the certificates of electios and then we will move on. This
joint session is at ease.

HONORABLE SIRS:
I have the honor to present the official returns of the General Election
held November 3, 1998, for the office of Lieutenant Governor of the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, wherein it was disclosed that:
Mark Schweiker, Republican, received 1,736,844 votes,
Marjorie MargoliesMezvinsky, Democrat, received 938,745
votes,
Jim Clymer, Constitutional,received 315,761 votes,
Hemy E. Haller, 111, Libertarian, received 33,591 votes,
Writein Votes, 21 1 (scattered),

CERTIFICATES OF ELECTION FILED
The LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR The joint session will come
to order. The joint session will come to order. The members are
encouraged to take their seats. We do have some business to take
care of as well as a swearing-in. Members are encouraged to take
their seats. Thank you.
I would point out that the certificates of election for Governor
and Lieutenant Governor, having been signed b y the officers and
tellers on the part of the Senate and House of Representatives, will
be filed.

as the saine have been certified to and filed with the Secretary of the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania by the sixty-seven County Boards of
Elections.
(seal)

Witness my hand and the seal of my office
this eighteenth day of December, 1998.
Kim Pizzingrilli
Acting Secretary of the Commonwealth

I

The following signed certificates of election were fded:
The General Assembly of Pennsylvania
Main Capitol Building
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17120

CERTIFICATE ON ELECTION EXPENSES
COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA

January 5,1999
TO HIS EXCELLEINCY, THE LIECTESANT GO\'ERNOR OF THE
COMMONWEALTH OF PEhXSYLVAVLA,AND THE MEMBERS OF
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF
PENNSYLVANIA, GREETINGS:
In accordance with the provisions of Section 1632(b) of the
Pennsylvania Election Code [25 P.S. 5 3252(b)], 1do hereby certify that
Tom Ridge, Governor, and Mark Schweiker, Lieutenant Governor, have
filed all of the reoorts and statements of contributions and exoendiwes
required by the provisions of Article XVI of the ~enns~lvania
Election
Code entitled "Primary and Election Expenses."
(Seal)

Witness my hand and the seal of my office
this eighteenth day of December, 1998.
Kim Pizzingrilli
Acting Secretary of the Commonwealth

We, the President of the Senate and Speaker of the House of
Representatives of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, do cemfy that
the Resident af the Senate did, on the fifth day of January, A.D.,
one thousand nine hundred and ninetv*ine, in the Hall of the House of
Representatives at the State Capitol, &en the returns of the election for
Governor of this Commonwealth, and publish the same in the presence of
both houses of the General Assemblv.
.. conformine to the orovisions of the
Constitution and laws of said Commonwealth, and upon counting the
votes by a Teller appointed on the p H of each house, it appeared &The
Honorable Tom Ridee had the hiehest number of votes: whereu~onThe
Honorable Tom Ridge was declared to have been duly elected Governor
of this Commonwealth.
In testimony whereof, we have hereunto set our hands and affixed our
seals the day and year written above.

-

-

(Seal)

-

Mark. S. Scbweiker
President of the Senate

LEGISLATIVE JOURNAGHOUSE

1999
(Seal)

Matthew J. Ryan
Speaker of the House of Representatives
Jane M. Earll
Teller on the part of the Senate
Dennis E. Leh
Teller on the part of the House of Representatives
The General Assembly of Pennsylvania
Main Capitol Building
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17120
January 5,1999

we, the President of the senateand Speaker of the ~o~~~ of
Representatives of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, do c d f y that the
President of the Senate did, on the fifth day of January, A.D.,
one thousand nine hundred and ninety-nine, in the Hall of the House of
Representatives at the State Capitol, open the returns of the election for
Lieutenant Governor of this Commonwealth, and publish the same in the
presence of both houses of the General Assembly, conforming to the
provisions of the Constitution and laws of said Commonwealth, and upon
counting the votes by a Teller appointed on the part of each house, it
appeared that The Honorable Mark S. Schweiker had the highest number
of votes; whereupon The Honorable Mark S. Schweiker was declared to
have been duly elected Lieutenant Governor of this Commonwealth.
In testimony whereof, we have hereunto set our hands and affixedour
seals the day and year written above.
(Seal)

Mark. S. Schweiker
President of the Senate

(Seal)

Matthew J. Ryan
Speaker of the House of Representatives
Jane M. Earl1
Teller on the part of the Senate
Dennis E. Leh
Teller on the part of the House of Representatives

NOMINATIONS FOR DIRECTOR OF
LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE BUREAU
The LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR. We will now move to the
election of a Director of the Legislative Reference Bureau.
Nominations are now in order.
For this purpose the Chair recognizes the gentlelady from
~umberlandCount~,
Representative ~ a n c e .
Mrs. VANCE. Thank you, Mr. President.
I rise to nominate Carl Mease of Camp Hill to serve as Director
of the Legislative Reference Bureau for the 199%2000 session, a
job he has performed most ably for the past number of years. He
brings valuable experience to this highly technical area. He f m t
served as a drafting attorney, then as StaNtory editor of the
Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes, then as Acting Director, and
in the past 2 years, has served as Director of the Bureau.
We in the legislature are very fortunate to have someone
of this kind of expertise to serve us, and I am delighted to place
the name of Carl Mease in nomination as Director of the
Legislative Reference Bureau. Thank you.
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The LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR. Representative Vance has
placed in nomination for the office of Director of the Legislative
Reference Bureau Carl L. Mease.
And for the same purpose -that is, nomination-the Chaii now
recognizes the gentleman from Cumberland, Senator Mowery.
Mr. MOWERY. Thank you, Mr. President.
I am very pleased to nominate Carl L. Mease also, of
Camp Hill, to serve as Director of the Legislative Reference
Bureau. This is one of the key positions that enables the
General Assembly to perform efficiently and effectively.
Carl Mease is an individual who is well versed in the workings of
State law and highly qualified for this position. He has worked for
the Reference Bureau for more than 27 years and has held the
position of Director for the past 2 years. Carl has done a great job
in moving the bureau forward during this challenging Past 2-year
period.
Like a number of my colleagues, Carl is a graduate of a fme
local institution - the Dickinson School of Law. I know Carl as a
member of our community as well as a respected professional. 1
a,
that he will do an excellent job on our behalf
which will enable us to better
our constituents,
It is my privilege to nominate Carl Mease as Director of the
Legislative Reference Bureau. Thank yo$ Mr. President.
The LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR. The Chair thanks
Senator Mowery.
Are there any further nominations?
The Chair hears none, and the Chair now declares the
nominations closed.
And the nominee for the office of Director of the
Legislative Reference ~ u r e a uis the Honorable Carl L. Mease.
Those in favor of Carl Mease for the office of Director of the
Legislative Reference Bureau will say "aye"; those opposed, "no."
The "ayes" have it, and Carl L. Mease is declared unanimously
elected Director of the Legislative Reference Bureau.

COMMITTEE TO ESCORT DIRECTOR-ELECT
OF LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE BUREAU
The LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR. The Chair would ask that
the Representative from Cumberland County as well as the Senator
from Cumberland, Senator Mowery, will escort Carl L. Mease to
the front of the rostrum for the purpose of taking the oath of office.

OATH OF OFFICE ADMINISTERED
The LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR. Please rise.
The Chair will now call upon the Honorable
Stephen 1. McEwen of the Superior Court of Pennsylvania to
administer the oath of office to Carl L. Mease, and then we will,
after that, move to a d j o m e n t .
Your Honor.
JUDGE McEWEM. Lieutenant Governor Schweiker,
Speaker Matt Ryan, Senate President Bobby Jubelirer, a few years
ago Jack Nicholson was m a movie that was titled "As Good As It
Gets." Well, let me tell you, the= is a guy from Upper Darby
named Steve McEwen - Upper Darby, Delaware County - that
says, it does not get any better than this. This is the best - to be
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able to participate in a ceremony of this joint session - and I thank
you.
May I ask you to raise your right hand, place your left hand on
the Bible, and repeat after me: I, Carl Mease, do solemnly swear
that I will support, obey, and defend the Constihltion of the
United States and the Constihltion of this Commonwealth, and that
I will discharge the duties of my office with fidelity.

RESOLVED, That when the House of Representatives adjoums this
week, it reconvene on Tuesday, January 19, 1999, unless sooner recalled
by the Speaker of the House of Representatives.
Ordered, That the clerk present the same to the House of
Representatives for its concurrence.
On the question,
Will the House concur in the resolution of the Senate?
Resolution was concurred in.
Ordered, That the clerk inform the Senate accordingly

(Mr. Mease asserted oath.)
JUDGE McEWEN. Thank you, and congratulations

JOINT SESSION ADJOURNED

I

The LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR. That completes our
business.
The Chair also would ask the members of the House and
visitors to please remain seated for just a moment while the
members of the Senate prepare to leave the hall of the House.
And the Chair would ask the members of the Senate to please
reassemble in the Senate chamber after we depart the House for
some quick business after we depart this hall.
The business for which the joint session has been assembled
having been transacted, this session is now adjourned.

THE SPEAKER (MATTHEW J. RYAN)
PRESIDING
The SPEAKER. The House will be in order.

I

MOTION TO PRINT PROCEEDINGS
OF JOINT SESSION

The following resolution was read:
House Resolution No. 2

Providing for the adoption of a temporary rule relating to the
consideration of a resolution providing for the Rules of the House
of Represenrarives.
RESOLVED, That when the House of Representatives considers the
resolution for the adoption of the Rules of the House, a temporary rule of
the House is hereby adopted providing that that resolution be an
unamendable resolution.

On the question,
Will the House agree to the motion?
Motion was agreed to.

ADJOtJRNh4ENT RESOLUTION
FOR CONCURRENCE

The SPEAKER. Members will please take their seats. Guests,
please take seats. The House will come to order.
The Chair at this time recognizes the majority leader,
Mr. Penel.
Mr. PERZEL. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Mr. Speaker, I am going to ask for the adoption of two
resolutions regarding the rules. The first resolution will he calling
for an adoption of a temporary rule, which would provide that the
resolution adopting rules for this House shall be unamendable.
The second resolution provides for the adoption of rules of this
House.
Mr. Speaker, I ask that we first adopt the temporary rule
providmg that the resolution on House rules be unamendable.

A RESOLUTION

The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the majority leader.
Mr. PERZEL. Mr. Speaker, I move that the proceedings of the
joint session of the Senate and House held this 5th day of
January 1999 be printed in full in this day's Legislative Journal.

SENATE MESSAGE

RESOLUTIONS

I

I

On the question,
Will the House adopt the resolution?

PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRY

The SPEAKER. On the question of the adoption of the
resolution, the Chair recognizes the gentleman from Delaware,
Mr. Vitali.
Mr. VITALI. Parliamentary inquiry, Mr. Speaker.
In the Senate
The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it.
January 5,1999
Mr. VITALI. Mr. Speaker, I intend to make a motion to
postpone consideration of HRs 1 and 2, and I further intend to
(the House of Representatives concurring), move that the rules which governed us last session be continued
That when the Senate adjourns this week, it reconvene on Tuesday,
19, our next session day, Is that motion now in order?
January 19, 1999, unless sooner recalled by the President Pro Tempore UI1til
The
SPEAKER.
The motion to postpone would be in order at
of the Senate; and be it further
this point, just that one motion.
Mr. VITALI. That is correct.
The clerk of the Senate, being ineoduced, presented the
following extract !?om the Journal of the Senate, which was read
as follows:

LEGISLATIVE JOURNAGHOUSE
MOTION TO POSTPONE
Mr. VITALI. Mr. Speaker, then I so move that HR 1 and HR 2
be postponed until January 19 and that the rules which governed
us by the 1997-1998 session be in effect until that time.
The SPEAKER. Mr. Vitali, with your permission, I would
suggest that the motion be amended to include only resolution
No. 2. We cannot handle two of them at once. We have to take
them in order, and resolution No. 2 is the first in order and the only
thing before the House right now.
Mr. VITALI. Yes, Mr. Speaker. I accept your suggestion.
The SPEAKER. So the question before the House is, shall the
House postpone the consideration of HR 2 until what date?
Mr. VITALI. January 19,1999.
The SPEAKER. Until January 19,1999.

On the question,
Will the House agree to the motion?
The SPEAKER On that question, the Chair recognizes the
majority leader.
Mr. PERZEL. Mr. Speaker, I would ask the members to oppose
the motion. Let us get on with the rules for now. The seven fmt
legislative sessions that I was here, Mr. Speaker, we adopted the
rules on swearing-in day, and I would like to go back to that
practice, Mr. Speaker.
The SPEAKER. The Cbaiu thanks the gentleman.
On the question, Mr. Vitali.
Mr. VITAL.1. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Mr. Speaker, the adoption of House rules is probably one of the
most important h n g s we will do in this legislative session,
because they will dictate whether the making of legislation in the
next 2 years will be an open process by which all members are
included and all members of the public are able to view it and
participate or whether this will be a process where legislation is
decided by a handful of men in back rooms. So this is a very
important issue we have to decide.
Now, Mr. Speaker, I am aware of at least 21 amendments
offered by at least four members which need to be discussed in this
process, and I would suggest to you that the way we handle those
21 amendments plus any others that might be offered is in a
deliberative process after we have had a chance to caucus on these
amendments, after we have had a chance to discuss them, not on
a day when our families and our friends are waiting and eating in
our various offices, not when our children are waiting for us, but
during a slow, deliberative process where we can read them,
consider them, caucus on them. Mr. Speaker, this is not the
environment, and I would suspect that many of us have not read
even the basic HR 1 we will be asked to vote on let alone the
resolutions.
Mr. Speaker, we will not be prejudiced by waiting until
January 19, because there is really no intervening business to
attend to. No legislation will be delayed; no important matters
pressing the Commonwealth will be in any way prejudiced,
Mr. Speaker.
Mr. Speaker, by adopting the resolution which the
majority leader suggests we adopt, we will be passing up the
opportunity to change the rules m a way that we will have very
basic notices - r a n k d f i l e members will have very basic notices
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-such as adequate notice of committee meetings, notices of which
bills are on the board.
The SPEAKER. Will the gentlemaq Mr. Vitali, confme his
remarks to the question that is before the House, and that is of
postponement.
Mr. VITALI. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
The SPEAKER. Thank you.
Mr. VITALI. Mr. Speaker, I will just conclude, in summary,
that by failing to postpone, we are giving up the opportunity to
consider a very important process in a very deliberative manner,
so I would ask that we vote in favor of this motion to postpone.
The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman.
The Chaii recognizes the lady from Indiana County,
Ms. Steelman.
Ms. STEELMAN. Thank yo& Mr. Speaker.
I also rise in support of the motion to postpone.
At the end of last session there was considerable public outer).
over the passage of HI3 907, which acquired the cognomen thc
"stealth bill," and a large number of legislators were forced to
attempt to defend themselves and their vote on that bill b) u)mg
that they did not actually know what it was that they were \ot~ng
on.
The SPEAKER. Will the lady yield.
It appears to the Speaker that the lady is debat~nfthe rncnt, of
some proposed amendment. The question before the licuw.
though, is not the merits of any amendment or any rule e\icpt the
one before the House, which is rule No. 2, whlch suggs\t> not
suggests, but which, if adopted, would do away u ~ t hamcndmcnb.
and I think you have got to get over that hurdle before !ou s t a n
debating what you would or would not do.
Ms. STEELMAN. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
The point to which I was referring, however. a the mooon to
postpone. I think the decisions about the rules. whcfher the! arc
decisions about whether to adopt a temporan rule d m $ our
rules, as a whole, unamendable today or whether he) arc ocher
decisions about the rules, should be undertaken ~n a rptnt of
thought and deep consideration. Tbat is what we are unlkcly to be
able to do today, and therefore, I would very smncl! cncomge
my colleagues, if you do not want to see other epldede*l~hcthe
episode of HB 907, to vote today to postpone conslderat~onof h e
rules and give us all time to think about how we can make the
process better. Thank you.
The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the lady.
The Chair recognizes the gentleman fiom Lebanon County,
Mr. Krebs.
Mr. KREBS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to quote the majority
leader from a 1994 editorial, and he basically said, "Few people
appreciate the impact legislative rules have on Pennsylvania's
laws," and I think that we have had experiences that show that our
law process could be improved. And by passing this rule, what we
are doing is, we are taking away our ability to amend the lules
except if it is done through the Rules Committee, because any rules
changes after these rules are passed will have to be done by the
Rules Committee, not by the rank and file. It will finally come to
the floor but it can be killed in the Rules Committee, which is
basically leadershipdnven.
I think that we need to hold this bill over until January 19
because it is too important for the rank and file to give mles
changes totally to just the leadership of this House. I think that we
need to take time to study the issue. And particularly those
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18 members that are new this tenn, if you think that you are voting
in the dark and you are voting in the dark today, because you did
not evenknow that this was coming up-this is how you are going
to be treated over the next 2 years, that if you vote in the dark
today, they will keep you in the dark for the next 2 years.
Thank you.
The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman.
For the information of the gentleman, I believe he was
suggesting that the Rules Committee bas the power to make new
rules. That is not so.
The gentleman, Mr. Krebs.
Mr. KREBS. What I am suggesting, if you read rule 77, it says
that if anybody wants to change the rules once these rules are
adopted, they have to come up with a resolution and it has to be
referred to the Rules Committee, in effect giving the power to the
leadership, because they do not need to report that out.
The SPEAKER. I understand. I apologize.
The gentleman, Mr. Hanna, is recognized.
Mr. HANNA. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
I, too, rise to support the motion to postpone. I know today is
a time for ceremony and not for debate, but I believe we cannot
accept our rules as permanent. Why? Because what we do here is
only as good as how we do it.
Our leaders spoke today about the success of last session.
Newspapers across the State reported on the last session as
achieving moderate success, but the reports concluded, quote,
"...they need to change the whole way they deliberate and vote on
laws." Again, to paraphrase, what we do is only as good as how we
do it. We should not adopt permanent rules here today, especially
if we want to change how we are going to do things.
This vote affects the process of everyhng we do. This vote
may be your only opportunity in this session to correct that
process, and that process needs to change. To see why, you need
only look at HR 2, the vote that you are going to be asked to cast
on right now. Read the last two words. It makes HR 1, quote, an
"unamendable resolution."
HR 2 could be titled the ''muzzle resolution." It is designed to
muzzle all of those of us who have amendments. We need to make
sure that we do not adopt muzzle amendments, muzzle rules, and
we need to be sure that we look at our rules and allow everyone to
participate in this process.
For that reason I would urge all members to vote "yes" to
postpone HR 2 so that we can change this process so that we can
be proud both of what we do and how we do it. Thank you,
Mr. Speaker.
The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman.
The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Allegheny County,
Mr. Michlovic.
Mr. MICHLOVIC. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Mr. Speaker, I want to correct the gentleman or at least give
him my impression of earlier times.
The majority leader had indicated earlier that for his fmt seven
terms he had done business this way, and I dispute that. I can recall
that I made a motion on this floor, with the guests all here, the first
day we were in session, probably my third or fourth t e r n urging
that we either amend or adopt temporary rules, and it was at that
time, in my third term - I have been here for 20 years - that we
started to adopt temporary rules so that at a later date we could
debate the rules and change them in whatever fashion.
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I do not want people here, particularly those who are just
starting their term, to think that this practice is new of changing the
rules. This has become a normal process for us now - we debate
these rules; we adopt the mles; and as the previous speaker bas
indicated, they really determine how we do business here and if it
is going to be an open process or a shut process.
For that reason I would support my colleague, Mr. Vitali's
motion to postpone. I think we have to do this in a cautious,
deliberative process when we have a little more time and are a
little more focused to do that kind of work. Thank you,
Mr. Speaker.
The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman.
The Chair would admonish the visitors that we do not permit
photography, still or moving, of the two boards. So I would ask
that at any time a vote is taken, that you aim your cameras down in
the well of the House or at each other but not at the boards.
The gentleman, Mr. Freemq is welcomed back and is
recognized for the purpose of debating this issue.
Mr. FREEMAN. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Mr. Speaker, I rise to support the motion of the gentleman,
Mr. Vitali, to postpone these rules.
This is a very proud day for all of us. We have been elected to
a deliberative body, and I emphasize the word "deliberative." It is
both our right and our responsibilities as members of this chamber
to decide the course of legislation, to decide the course of our
actions. Let us not abdicate today our deliberative powers. We do
that ifwe adopt these rules today.
The effort to postpone is a reasonable one. It will allow us all,
as members of this body, to rise to our responsibilities and our
duties and fashion a set of rules which will afford us the
o p p o d t y to function as a truly democratic institution- small "d"
democratic institution.
I would urge the membership of this chamber to please vote to
postpone the motion and preserve our opportunity to affect the
course of policy in the next 2 years. Thank you.
The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman, and the
gentleman, Mr. Lawless, from Montgomery County is recognized.
.Mr. LAWLESS. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Mr. Speaker, I rise to support Representative Vitali. After
listening to many of the opening speeches today from both the
majority side and the minority side, many family members here as
well as new members of this House were told that this is a
bipartisan place; this is a place where you have been elected to
represent the people that have chosen you to represent them. And
what do we have? Our very first order of business is to close off
you new members, as well as the members such as myself who
have been here a number of years, the very fmt order of business
is to close offyour ability to offer an amendment, to close off your
ability to represent your people from your hometown that you were
brought here to represent. So I think that it is very important that
when you do cast this vote, that you tbink about that. You think
about you are closing off the very fmt order of business to allow
you who have been elected by the people of your hometown to
represent you in this great Capitol.
Mr. Speaker, time and time again - as you well know,
Mr. Speaker, I have never risen on the House floor to speak about
mles; it is not one of my issues - but time again and time again,
now my fifth term, I am seeing this freight train, the same freight
trainthat embarrassed us in HB 907 that flew through this House,
and not one rule, as I read it, has changed as the rules are being
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presented to prohibit HB 907 from embarrassing every member of
this House once again. And I will ask when we get on the
resolution for the majority leader to explain to us how this rule
change or any rule changes will prohibit us from being
embarrassed once again to the constituencies that we represent.
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
The SPEAKER. The Chair rhanks the gentleman.
On the question, the gentleman, Mr. Penel.
Mr. PERZEL. Mr. Speaker, just to clarify the record, the only
person embarrassed by what happened in 907 was the mayor of
Pittsburgh, Mayor Murphy. He did not read the bill properly. It
never did what the press said it did. And they all higbfived it and
tried to make fun of you all, and as best I could, I tried to lay calm
the perception of what the bill did not do and it never did do. You
cannot repeal a repealer and have it have the effect of law. But
because I know the public has a tough time with that, I did the
press conference to explain what that piece of legislation did. So
907 never ever did what anybody here said it did.
I would like to set a couple things straight, though,
Mr. Speaker. Four years ago I did work with a number of members
of this chamber on changing the rules, and 2 years ago I sat for
17 hours - 17 hours - with the rules reformer, and we thought we
came to an agreement; everybody shook hands. We walked out of
the room, and some of the people that just spoke here voted "no"
after they left the room saying that they were okay witb everydug;
then after the changes occurred, they did not like the changes that
occurred because it did not do what they thought it was going to
do. So now they want to go back and change the rules, 21 of them
which I never saw until today, Mr. Speaker - I saw them today,
21 rules changes.
Four years ago I was accorded the courtesy of having someone
speak to me about the rules; 2 years ago I was accorded that. This
time nobody bothered to even call. Members of the other side of
the aisle came to us and said that one of the things that was
important to them was adding one person from each party-- No;
not that one. I apologize.
The SPEAKER. Mr. PerzelMr. PERZEL. All right; I will get off that. I will get back on
this.
Mr. Speaker, there were 300 amendments to the budget, and we
listened to them all. On h e a l k a r e reform we sat here and
listened to everybody's ideas for hours and hours. Everybody was
afforded an opportunity. This is an open process. Nobody has been
denied. We even have one particular member on the other side I do not see him here right this moment - who, by looking at the
schedule and following the rules, never missed filing one of his
amendments to every bill that we brought on this floor.
I wpuld respectfully ask the members to vote 'howto postpone,
and I would ask my colleagues on both sides of the aisle to join
me.
The SPEAKER The gentleman, Mr. Krebs, for the second time
on the issue.
Mr. KREBS. I would like to dispute part of or explain part of
what the majority leader said about that he was afforded the
opportunity of discussions 4 years ago. I was in on those
diiussions. He was afforded the opportunity of discussions on the
rules 2 years ago. I would thinkThe SPEAKER Does the gentleman rise for a point of personal
privilege or are you debating the issue that is before the House?

Mr. KREBS. I am trying to correct a perception that be has
given.
The SPEAKER. he gentleman mayMr. KREBS. It was my understanding when I talked to the
Parliamentarian, it was either 3 or, about 3 weeks ago, about what
we were going to do about rules on swearinday, and at that
time I was informed that it would probably be an adoption of a
temporary set of rules until some later date, and under that
perception we did not feel that we wanted to bother people with a
rules fight during the holiday season. It was only at the end of last
week that I found out that the procedure had been changed and that
they had decided they wanted to - whoever "they" is - had decided
that we would do the permanent rules today, which none of us
rules reformers wanted to get into. We feel this is a day of
ceremony, and I think we are disgusted that we have to put the
other members through this process.
The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman.
The question recurs, will the House adopt the resolution?
Ms. Steelrnan for the second time.
Ms. STEELMAN. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Simply because we are having this disagreement about whether
there has been adequate discussion of the proposed amendments
to the rules, that seems to me to be the strongest possible argument
to vote for postponement, so that we can discuss this rationally, so
that we can discuss it deliberatively, and so that instead of getting
into a "he said, she said, they said, we said" argument, we can
come back in 2 weeks and talk about how we want to run the
House for the next 2 years.
We are not asking for very much but what we are asking for,
I think, is absolutely reasonable.
The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the lady.
The question recurs, will the HouseThe gentleman,
Mr. George, desires recognition. The gentleman is recognized.
Mr. GEORGE. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Incidentally, congratulations.
Now, Mr. Speaker, I really do not know what is going on here
today. I brought Edna along so she can sort of apprise me. I think
it will take the whole family before we can find out why we are
arguing, but I do know one thing, Mr. Speaker: It is a great day,
not only for the freshmen but for somebody who has been here
25 years, because today I witnessed almost 2%hours of solidarity,
you know, and that just is not ordinary here in the House of
Representatives.
Now, the gentleman, the majority leader, said that the rules as
they are work well. I just wanted to challenge his statement to tell
you, many times we did not have an opportunity to amend, that a
bill would be put on 5 minutes before the 2 o'clock deadline, and
by the time we turned on the computer we could not amend. I just
wanted to straighten that up.
Now, I do not know whether you want to suspend and what the
reason is that we are going to push this through, and I guess it does
not really make any difference, because we will have our say and
the majority will have its way. But if we noticed what had gone on
just in the last election, where people really do not care about
whether you are Republican or Democrat, they are incensed over
the fact that we are not being huthful with them. And whether you
just came in for your fmt session or you have been here as long as
some of us, you come down here to do the very best you can, and
if you are saddled, if in fact you are held back because of the
s ~ a l l e drules that limit your opportunity to do what the
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Benninghoff
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Clark
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Cohen, M.
Comell
Comgan
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Constitution gives you that very right to do, then I do not think that
we should continue to tell those hundreds of nice people, our
families and friends, just how civil and how honorable and how
decent and how convincing we are when we ny to do the right
thing for the people.
I do not know when I stand here whether I want to vote or not
vote, because I do not know why the rules are being pushed in this
fashion, in this manaer, on this day. So until I find out,
Mr. Speaker, for those of you that have been here just one term,
surely you would not want to be here for 24 terms or 24 years and
not understand what is going on. So I am going to vote along with
the individual that wants to postpone. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman.

PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRY
The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman, Mr. Krebs, desire
recognition briefly?
Mr. KREBS. Yes. I have a parliamentary inquiry.
I think the mles do state that only those members that are in
their seats are supposed to vote, and since we are voting on the
rules, I hope that that is enforced.
The SPEAKER. The gentleman has the right to challenge
anyone that is voted that he believes is not on the floor of the
House. The Chair thanks the gentleman.
Mr. KREBS. Okay.
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On the question recurring,
Will the House adopt the resolution?

The following roll call was recorded:

Mundy
Myers
Oliver
Pesci
Pewrca
Peuone
Pinella
hswn
Ramos
Rieger
Rotens
Robinwrn
Rufhg
Sakato
Samuelson

Mcllhattan
Mcllhinney
McNaughton
Micozzie
Miller, R.
Miller, S.
Nailor
Nickol
O'Brien
crie
Penei
Phillips
P~PPY
Plarts
Raymond
Readshaw
Reinard
Rohrer
Rwney
Ross
Rubley
Sather

Less than the majority having voted in the aRumat~\c.the
question was determined in the negative and the rnotlon ur\ not
agreed to.

On the question recurring,
Will the House agree to the motion?

Horsey
James
Josephs
Kirkland
Krebs

Feese
Fichter
Fleagle
Forcier
Gannon
Gladeck
Gadshall
Habay
Hahart
Heonesay
H e m
Hershey
Hess
Hutchinson
ladlowjec
Kaiser
Keller
Kenney
Lederer
Leh
Lescovia
Maher

NOT \

The SPEAKER. On the question, will the House adopt the
motion of the gentleman, Mr. Vitali, to postpone the consideration
of HR 2 until a later date certain - January 19, 1999 - on that
question, those in favor of the Vitali motion will vote "aye"; those
opposed to the Vitali motion will vote "no."

Banisto
Belfanti
Buxton
Caltagimne
Cawley
Coldella
cuny
Daley
DomNeci
Eachus
Frankel.
Freeman
George
Gnvcela
Haluska
Hanna
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Saylor
Schmder
Semmel
Smith, B.
Smith, S. H.
Snyder

.

The SPEAKER On that question, those
favor ulll rote
"ave"Mr. Vitali.. forgive me. Mr. Vitali., vou are a c h u l e d cce dfor the purpose of speakmg on the resolution.
Mr. VITALI. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
I might initially note - and I rise in opposition to HR 2 - I
initially note that I have heard no good reason from the speaker,
the maker of the resolution, wt~ywe should support this resolution
I agree with the characterizations fiom the Representative from
Lock Haven that this could accurately be characterized as a muzzle
resolution, and I think I might want to direct my remarks initially
to House members, new-coming House members, because in your
first vote you defme yourselves, and I think you have to ask
yourself, how do you want to defme yourself, and with regard to
this resolution, Mr. Speaker, let us take a look at what it does.
What this resolution does is prevents debate, prevents
involvement. What it does is allows the deal, the language that was
drafted last night by about a half dozen people to the exclusion of
the other, oh, maybe 195 of us, to go unchallenged. It prevents us
from being part of this process, and it also prevents our
constituents from being part of the process, the 60,000 people or
so you represent. So what you are doing, especially you new
members, by voting for HR 2 is giving the fmt slap in the face to
the people you represent, because you are excluding them as well
as yourselves from the process.
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Mr. Speaker, we need to defeat HR 2 because the House rules
desperately need to be amended, and we have heard from other
speakers- the gentleman from Montgomery County and so forth
-about the damage that can be caused by rules which allow bills
to go through unbelmownst, whose contents are unbeknownst to
the rest of the members, bills that go solidly against public opinion
by allowing public fundmg for stadiums. I believe it was 2 years
ago we inadvertently deregulated numerous hospitals in what they
can and cannot do.
Mr. Speaker, a good set of rules, not the current set but a good
set of rules, would reduce the impact of that from happening.
Mr. Speaker, the current set of rules, the rules which we went by
last session, do not even require that when a bill is brought before
us that it be identified by its content in any way, and the problem
with that is that in the waning days of session when bill after bill
is passed in l&hour mmthon sessions, we are voting blindly. So,
Mr. Speaker, if you want to be forced in the position to vote
blindly and if you want that for your constituents, then you will
support something like this, but if you want to know what you are
voting on, you would oppose this.
Mr. Speaker, another thing that the current House rdes do not
do is give adequate notice of committee meetings. If you new
members want to be in a position where you are called off the floor
without any noticThe SPEAKER. Mr. Vitali, you are into specifics and debating
the rules themselves. That is not what is before the House.
Mr. VITALI. Mr. Speaker, what I am trying to do is give
reasons why this resolution, which prevents amendment, is bad. It
is had because it does not allow sorely needed amendments. It is
bad because it does not allow us to consider things that are not in
the current rules, and I am just trying, and I will do it in outline
form, but point out some of those things.
The SPEAKER. Stay away from specifics, because the specifics
lead you into a general debate on the amendments themselves that
you would have or the resolution, and that is really not what is
before us.
Mr. VITALI. I understand. I will justThe SPEAKER. I have no problem with what you are doing
other than that.
Mr. VITALI. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
I will just in outline form hy to make my points, Mr. Speaker.
Another thing that the current rules do not allow for is an open
budget process where our constituents as well as ourselves can see
that process. That is another reason why these rules need to be
amended.
Mr. Speaker, there are other technical, perhaps, more arcane
things, but when we vote on bills that we have passed and have
come back to us from the Senate amended, the scope right now is
much too narrow. It should be broad, and by passing this
resolution, we are preventing ourselves from changing the rules so
we can have a broad scope of debate.
Mr. Speaker, I have other points, other rules, that need to be
made and I am sure other speakers do, but in summary, we should
not be supporting things that muzzle our ability to participate in the
process. We should, if we want to do rules today, have an
open process where all ideas can be considered. Thank you,
Mr. Speaker.
The SPEAKER The Chair thanks the gentleman and recognizes
the gentleman from Lancaster, Mr. Sturla.
Mr. STURLA. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
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Mr. Speaker, much l i e the majority leader, I did not come here
prepared to talk about this today. He said he was not prepared to
talk about 21 amendments. I did not come prepared to talk about
a resolution wluch I had not seen until I walked in here this
morning, but I will take a stab at it anyway.
Several years ago when I was fist elected to the House of
Representatives, I was never much involved in the rules debates,
because to me, there was always one rule that reigned over all the
other rules, and that was the rule that said you could suspend all
the rules anytime you wanted to and do whatever you wanted to,
and that was the only rule that I cared about, because as long as
you could convince some people in the minority to go along with
you, or when you were in the minority, if you could convince some
people in the majority to go along with you, you could suspend the
rules and you could get something accomplished in this House of
Representatives.
Then several years ago we passed what I considered a rather
ominous rule that said, well, you needed a supermajority to do that,
and today we are looking at a resolution that says we are going to
then adopt a following resolution that says in some cases it may
take as many as tw-ds
of the members of this House to
suspend the rules, and we cannot amend that if we adopt the
resolution that we are talking about. So that idea that ultimately
good ideas could fmd their way through the maze here in
Harrisburg, because ultimately if you brought it to the floor of the
House, you could get a few people to go along with you and you
could suspend some rules and amend things, that is all going out
the window with this resolution right here.
I would encoutage members to seriously consider what it is that
they are doing with this resolution, to say that o w rules would be
unamendable, because when you look at those rules that we are
talking about doing subsequently, they require w e d s
majorities in some cases, and that cuts us all out of the process.
As I said, Mr. Speaker, I did not come here today prepared to
talk about this, but certainly it appean that this is an attempt to
stifle members for the next 2 years and catch us off guard, and I
will be glad to talk about the rules when we finally get to that
point. But on this resolution, I think the unamendable portion of
that is rather egregious, and I would hope that members would
agree not to adopt HR 2. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
The SPEAKER. The Chain thanks the gentleman.
The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Luzerne County,
Mr. Blaum. No; the gentleman waives off.
Ms. Steelman. Ms. Steelman, you are recognized.
Ms. STEELMAN. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Because our rules have always permitted the majority
leadership to have almost total control of the calendar,
amendments are practically the only process by which a minority
voice can make itself heard in the House of Representatives. For
us to start a session by adopting even a temporary rule that makes
it impossible for the voice of reform to be heard in the House of
Representatives sets a temble precedent.
At the very least, if we want to adopt permanent rules for the
next 2 years today, we should at a minimum be willing to consider
amendments that will prevent us from going through the situation
that we went through after the passage of HB 907, which in fact
was embarrassing for many members, not so much because of its
content as because it pointed out the severe deficiencies in the
process that cause bills to be voted upon without members having
adequate time to examine and discuss them. A vote to refuse
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Costa
Donatucci

amendments to the resolution adopting the rules is a vote to
continue and to assent to the process that gave us HB 907.
The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the majority leader.
Mr. PERZEL. Mr. Speaker, when we get to the next resolution,
I will talk about the fact that the members were onlv handed a
but the
sheet that described the three changes that we were &g,
rest of the rules are the same rules as the last legislative session.
I would just ask the members for an a f f i t i v e vote on HR 2.

Argali

Evans

Maher
Maitland
Major

hmstrong
Baker
Bard
Barley
Barrar
Bastian
Belardi

Fairchild
Farg0

MalkOsek

Allen

Feese
Fichter

May&

McGeehan

Gannon

MclIhinney

Forcier
Giglid

Gladeck

Godshall

Bunt
ButkoviQ
Buxton
Chadwick

Habay

Civera
Clark
Clvmer
CAD,L. 1.
Cohen, M.
Cornell
Corrigan
COY

Herman

DaiIey
Dally

Masland

Fleagle
Flick

Geist
Boys
Browne

Marsico

Harhan
&Y

Hennessey

The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the gentleman,
Mr. Perzel, who presents the following resolution, which the clerk
will read.

Hershey
Hess
Horsey
Hutchinson
Jadlowiec
Kaiser
Keller
K-ey

LaGrotta

Sather
Saylor
Schrcder
Schuler
Semmel
Seratini

Seyfert

Smith, S. H.

McNaughton
Micouie
Miller, R.
Miller, S.
Nailor
Nickol
O'Brien
Orie

Stairs
Steil

Staback
Stevenson
Srrimnaner
Taylor, E. 2.
Taylor, 1.
True
Tulli

vance

Van Home

veon

Reinard
Rolner
Rmey

Wright

Rubley
Rufig

Ryah
Speaker

Wojnaroski
Zierman
Zug

DeLuca
Demprey

Lederer

EiGirolamo

Lynch

Sainato

Barnsto

Gmcela

Metcalfe

Surra

Bebko-Jones

Haluslta
Hanna

Michlovic
Mundy

Tangreui
Thomas

James
Josephs

MYOliver

Tigue

Kirkland

Pesci

DeWeese

Belfanti
Bishop
Calfagirone

Cappabianca
Casorio

Colafella
curry

M~Y
Dermody

Eachus

Frankel

Freeman

Geow

Leh

LescoviQ

h b s

Peuone

Laughlin

Roberts

Lawlw

Robinson

Lucyk
Manderino
Mann
McCall
Melio

Santoni

Levdansky

Samuelson
krimenti
Solobay

Steelman

Travaglio

Trello
Trich

Vitali
Wako
Washington
Williams
Yewcic
Youngblood
Yudichak

Sturla

NOT VOTING14
Roebuck

maner

The following resolution was read:
House Resolution No. 1
A RESOLUTION

Providing for the adoption of permanent rules of the House of
Representatives with a new rule relating to appropriation bills and
amendments to Rules 45 and 46 relating to roll verification and to
membership.
RESOLVED, That the existing rules of the 1997-1998 session with
a new rule relating to appropriation bills and amendments to Rules 45 and
46 be and are hereby adopted as the permanent rules for the 199%2000
session of the House of Representatives.

Stem

Wilt
wogan

Ross

I
I

Snyder

PIeston
Raymond

Readshaw

I

Smith, 6.

McGill
McIlhanan

Penel
Phillips
Pimy
...
Plam

Stetler

The majority having voted in the a f f i t i v e , the question was
determined in the affumative and the resolution was adopted.

The following roll call was recorded:

Druce
Egolf

Rieger

EXCUSED4

On the question retuning,
Will the House adopt the resolution?

Adolph

Harhai
Petrarca
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On the question,
Will the House adopt the resolution?
The SPEAKER. For the information of the members, you have
on your desk or you should have on your desk a three-page
document called HR 1. What this represents is the different
provisions in the proposed HR I than the existing ~ l e from
s the
last session. There also is either on your desk or available in front
of the Speaker a complete set of the rules with the proposed
amendments in it. That is just to try and clear up the question of
whether or not you have before you what we are considering.
On the question of the adoption of the rules, the Char
recognizes the majority leader, Mr. Perzel.
Mr. PERZEL. A couple of comments, Mr. Speaker.
First off, I heard a lot of comments about changjng the rules so
that we can protect ourselves from 907, although I have already
clarified, 907 does not do what the members thought it did. But
there is no way for us to create a rule to tell a Senate staff person
to tell us the truth. Now, there is no way to pass something like
that. We can do it, but there is no way to enforce it, Mr. Speaker.
So I just wanted to clarify that.
I also wanted to clarify the fact that I have talked withmembers
of my side of the aisle and the other side of the aisle and agreed to
set up a cornmiltee to look at the rules and come back by June to
make recommendations for changes in the rules. So I thought I
ought to at least put that out there, Mr. Speaker.
There were three rules changes from the last session.
Number one, the Manderino rule has been added to the normal set
of our rules. The Manderino rule requires a dollar-for-dollar
offset of budget amendments. Once a dollar figure is agreed to,
you have to take money from other sections of the budget in order
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to fund your budget items so that we do not spend $35 billion
when we have a budget that contains $18 billion and make
ourselves look foolish, Mr. Speaker. That is what the first
amendment does.
The second amendment is pretty plain and straightforward. It
adds one person from each party to the Rules Committee, and I
would suggest that the members on the other side that were upset
talk to their leadership about being that member.
And then lastly, requiring that the minority chairmen just sign
off on committee attendance records, only because we have had
members who are telling us they are at the committee meetings and
they are not listed as being on the records as having been at that
particular meeting, and that is not fair whether we are in the
minority or majority or whether the Democrats are in the majority
or minority.
Those are the three changes that are in this three pages you
received. That is what they are. The rest of the rules are exactly the
way they were. I would ask the members to vote "yes," and
thank you for your time, Mr. Speaker.
The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Lebanon County, Mr. Krebs, on the question of the adoption of
HR 1.
Mr. KREBS. Mr. Speaker, I just would like to read some
comments from previous legislators that have left the House and
they have commented on the legislative process, and I think this
information is very relevant to what we are discussing today.
This first one is from Representative Teny Scheetz from
Lancaster County, who served here for 12 years, and it is just
several paragraphs that I think are important. It says:
'When he first took office in 1983, Terry Scheetz figured it was
pretty easy being a state representative.
'I thought, "I'm coming.. .to Harrisburg, I sit in a room with
everybody else, and we vote what's best for the people of
Pennsylvania. It's as simple as that." '
"The Stevens hog fanner quickly learned that the legislative
process, thanks to intense partisan politics and pressure from
special interests, bears little resemblance to textbook versions of
democracy."
And he is talking about on November 22, 1994, "...in fact, he
spent his final day in Harrisburg as be had spent many others:
waiting hours for the House to get down to business, then voting
on dozens of bills in a frantic session that ran past midnight.
" 'It was a classic example,' he recalled last week. 'Running bill
after bill after bill, not even knowing what you're voting for. It's
just an absolute joke.'
"Having the last laugh, he believes, are the career politicians
who run the House and use the s t a l h 6 r u s h strategy to suppress
the opposition and limit the power of ranl72nbfde.. ." members.
That is number one.
Number two is from Representative George Saurman, who also
retired the same year. He was a lonwerving Republican
Representative from Montgomery County, and this one is called
"Confessions of a lawmaker: Last-minute marathon sessions raise
risk of serious mistakes," and I am just going to do part of it.
"Unfortunately, in spite of several scheduled session days
remaining on the calendar and the pressure of adopting the budget,
the Democratic leadership" in this case -"insisted on a second
marathon session that finally ended at 8 a.m. June 21. Bills came
from everywhere, and the posted schedule of legislation to be
voted was abandoned. Supplemental calendars were printed
"
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beginning at A and running through Q. There was concern that we
might runout of alphabet designations.
"I confess that I'm not certain what I voted for in every case. I
cast several 'no' votes but simply could not keep up with the bills
being voted because most had been marked as being passed over.
There was no opportuuity to get amendments prepared. An attempt
to adjourn to allow time for reflection was defeated.
"As the hours passed, patience (which is never in plentiful
supply at any time) dwindled, and even legitimate questions or
attempts at debate met with hostility. The prevailing attitude was
just to reach the bonom of what seemed an endless list of bills. I
hope that no serious damage was done, but frankly I cannot assure
anyone of that.
"My purpose in witing this column is to alert the public to the
fact that there are some serious procedural problems in Harrisburg.
They also abound in Washington. While it might be interpreted by
some as real devotion to duty to work all night, in truth it was an
act of insanity and accomplished only at the risk of serious
mistakes."
And the last comment I would like would be from another
Representative that served here, the son of a former Speaker,
Ken Lee, Jr., and when he sent a letter to his constituents saying he
would not run again, he said the major reason for leaving was the
frustration with the legislative process. But prior to that he had
come out with a press release when I changed parties, and I think
it is very opportune to read that. He basically was saying, "The
concept of a cooperative legislative system is so contrary to the
entire nature and history of the Pennsylvania legislature, that it
meets with strong opposition both from legislative leaders and
many rank and file members. In private, the skeptics are quick to
point out that if one d i e s and broadens the power base in the
House to ...rank and file members and members of the minority,
one will be placing a great deal of power in the hands of individual
House members. According to conventional legislative wisdom,
the rank and file cannot or does not wish to be burdened with this
responsibility. In fact, the fear is that if the rank and file is given
responsibility, the House will degenerate into an anarchic mob and
absolutely nothing will be accomplished."
I think what we have here, particularly for the new members, is
that you are seeing today that we are being rushed, we are being
pressured, by the events of the day to do something quickly, no
matter what the consequences might be, and I think that is a
travesty. I think that we need to defeat HR 1.
The SPEAKER The Chair thanks the gentleman.

PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRY
The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Delaware County, Mr. Vitali.
Mr. VITALI. A parliamentary inquiry, Mr. Speaker.
The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it.
Mr. VITALI. By what rules is the House currently being
governed by?
The SPEAKER. The general customs and usages of the
legislature in past years.
Mr. VITALI. Would that follow pretty closely to last session's
rules?
The SPEAKER. It would be part of it, yes.
Mr. VITALI. Mr. Speaker, I raise a p o i n b
The SPEAKER. Part of the consideration, yes.
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POINT OF ORDER

Mr. VITALI. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
What this amendment would do, very briefly, would be simply
to require, before we vote on any bill, that its title or brief analysis
be read. It is a v e ~ yinnocuous amendment, and the purpose, which
will become more apparent to freshman members, i s
The SPEAKER. Mr. Vitali, the question before the House is
suspension of the rules, not the content of what you would do if
you are successful in suspending. Please, you know better.
Mr. VITALI. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Mr. Speaker, suspension of the rules is the only vehicle we will
have to effectuate a mucbneeded change to our House rules. It is
a very basic change; it should not be opposed, and I would simply
ask for the support of members.
The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman.

Mr. VITALI. Mr. Speaker, I would raise a point of order with
regard to the inadequate notice given to HR 1.
Mr. Speaker, we were instructed by the Parliamentarian that any
resolutions we needed to file needed to be filed by 2 o'clock
yesterday. We in fact- I failed to see the text of this resolution,
and it certainly was not filed by any applicable deadlines that
would have been in effect last session. So I would raise a point of
order, and I would ask that HR 1 be ruled out of order.
The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman.
In response to the gentleman's question, when I said customs
and usages, this was called to my attention, and after considerable
research by someone other than myself and then discussions with
the Parliamentarian of the Senate as well as the Parliamentarian
here, the custom and usage over many, many, many years, at least
the years I have been here, consisted of adoption of rules or
temporary rules, as the case may be - it has varied over the years
-on opening day, without respect to any notices, and I rely on that
to suggest to you that this is not out of order at this time.

On the question recurring,
Will the House agree to the motion?
The following roll call was recorded:

YEAS44

MOTION TO SUSPEND RULES
The SPEAKER. Mr. Vitali.
Mr. VITALI. Mr. Speaker, I would rise to make a motion
The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state his motion.
Mr. VITALI. Mr. speaker, I would move to suspend HR 2 for
the limited purpose of allowing the consideration of amendment 6
to HR 1, which would require the biU, title, or brief analysis to be
read prior to the voting on a bill.
The SPEAKER. That motion would be out of order, Mr. Vitali.
The matter before the House is HR 1.
Mr. VITALI. A clarification, Mr. Speaker.
What I would l i e to do is amend HR 1. It is my understanding
that what is preventing me from doing that is HR 2. Therefore, I
am moving to suspend HR 2 so I can amend HR 1.
The SPEAKER. The gentleman, Mr. Vitali, come to the desk,
please.

Curry

Lufyk
Manderino
Mann
Melio

Michlovic
Mundv
Pewi
Pemne
Preston
Ramos
Roberts
Samuelson
Santoni
Scrimenti
Solobay

Levdanslry

Steelman
Snvla
Sum
Tangeni
Thomas
Travaelio
u
Trich
Vitali
Williams
Yewcic
Yudichak

NAYS140
Allen
Annstrong
Baker
Bard
Barley
Banar
Banian
Belardi
Belfanti
Benninghoff
Bhnelii
Blaum
Boyes
Browne
Bunt

The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Delaware, Mr. Vitali.
Mr. VITALI. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
I would amend my motion and simply move to suspend the
rules for the introduction of amendments o . 6 to HR 1

The SPEAKER. On the question of suspension of the rules, the
Chair recognizes the gentleman, Mr. Penel.
Mr. PERZEL. I would oppose the suspension of the mles,
Mr. Speaker.
The SPEAKER. The Chain thanks the gentleman.
Mr. Vitali, do you desire to debate this?
Mr. VITALI. Yes.
The SPEAKER. I assume the gentleMr. DeWeese, yields
to you. The gentleman may proceed.

Grucela
Hanna
Josephs
Krebs
Laughlln
Lawless

Daley
EachFreeman

(Conference held at Speaker's podium.)

On the question,
Will the House aaee to the motion?

Banisto
Bebkdones
Bishop
Caltagimne
Cappabianca
Casario
c~lafella

I

Buxton
Cawley
Chadwick
Civera
Clark
Clper
Cohen, L. I.
Cohen, M.
Comell
corngan
Costa
coy
Dailey
Dally
DeLuca
Dempsey

Egolf
Evans
Fairchild
Fargo
Feese
Fichter
Fleagle
Flick
Forcier
Fdel
h o n
Geist
Gmrge
Gigliom
Gladeck
Godshall
Gordner
Gruiua
Habay
Harhan
Hasav
~ennksey
Herman
Hershey
Hess
Horny

Hutchinson
JadI0wiec
Kaiser
Keller
Kenney

LaGmtta
Lederer

Maher
Maitland
Major
Markosek
Marrico
Masland
Mayemik
McCaIl
McGeehan
McGill
Mcllhanan
Mcllhinney
McNaughton
Metcalfe
Micoaie
Miller. R.
Miller, S.
Nailor
Nickol
O'Brien
One
Pmel
Phillips
Pippy
Pistella
Plans
Raymond
Readshaw
Reinard
Rohrer
Roaney
Ross
Rubley

Sather
Saylor
Schmder
Schuler
Semmel
Serafini
Seyfert
Smith, B.
Smith, S. H.
Snyder
Staback
Stairs
Steil
Stem
Stevenson
Stitmatter
Taylor, E. Z.
Taylor, 1.
Tigue
Trello
True
Tulli
Vance
Van Home
Veon
Walko
Wilt
Wogan
Wojnaroski
Wright
Zimmeman
zug
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Demody
DeWeese
DiGirolarno

Leh
Lescovitz
Lynch

Rufiing
Sainato

RY~R
Speaker

NOT VOTING1 8
Adolph
Cam
Donatucei
h c e
Haluska

Harhai
James
Wland
Myers
Oliver

Peuarca
Rieger
Robinsan
Roebuck

Shaner
Stetler
Washington
Youngblood

On the question,
Will the House agree to the motion?

1

The SPEAKER. On the question of suspension of the rules,
Mr. Perzel.
Mr. PERZEL. I could get into point-counterpoint,
point-counterpoint. I am not going to, Mr. Speaker.
I would just ask the members to vote "no" on the motion to
suspend the rules.
?he SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman.
On the question recurring,
Will the House agree to the motion?

Less than a majority of the members elected to the House
having voted in the a f f i t i v e , the question was determined in the
negative and the motion was not agreed to.
On the question retuning,
Will the House adopt the resolution?

MOTION TO SUSPEND RULES
The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the lady, Ms. Steelman.
Ms. STEELMAN. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
The SPEAKER The lady will yield; the lady will yield, please.
Conferences on the floor, please.
Ms. Steelman.
Ms. STEELMAN. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
I rise to ask for a suspension of the rules in order to permit me
to introduce amendment 10 to HR 1.
The purpose of amendment 10 is to change the amendment
process
Mr. PERZEL. Mr. Speaker?
Ms. STEELMAN:such that we would amend b i l l s
The SPEAKER. The lady will yield.
Ms. STEELMAN.+n second considerationThe SPEAKER. The lady will yield for a moment.
For what purpose does the gentleman rise?
Mr. PERZEL. She is getting into the substance before the
suspension, Mr. Speaker.
The SPEAKER. Well, I am w a t c h that, Mr. Majority Leader,
and we have always allowed a brief description of what was going
to take place with the suspension I find the lady in order. She may
continue briefly on that subject, as long as she wants on the
question of suspension.
Ms. STEELMAN. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
The purpose of this amendment would be to change the
amendatory process so that substantive amendments to bills would
be made on second consideration, and on third consideration we
would vote a fd
copy of the bill. Having smggled at times with
situations in which amendments appear to contradict each other or
in which many mernben, say particularly over the budget bill, they
do not lmow everythmg that has been put into the bill by the time
the amendatory process is finishe4 it would improve our ability to
understand what we are voting on if we voted on a clean copy on
third consideration, having done the amendments on second
consideration.
Please support my suspension of the rules in order to permit

The following roll call was recorded:

Bamsto
Bishop
Caltagimne
Cappabianca
Casorio
Cawley
cuny
Eachus
Freeman
Gmcela
Haluska

Adolph
Allen
&gall
Armsuong
Baker
Bard
Barley
B m
Bastian
Belardi
Belfanti
BenninghoR
Birmelin
Blaum
Boyes
Bmwne
Bunt
Butkovitz
Buxton
Chadwick
Civera
Clark
Clymer
Cohen, L. I.
Cohen, M.
Colafella
Cornell
Corrigan
Costa
COY
Dailey
Dally
DeLuca
Dempsey
Drnody

Ham
James
Josephs
Krebs
Laughlin
Levdansky
Lucyk
Manderino
Mann
Melio
Michlovic
Mmdy

DeWeex
DiCrirolamo
Egolf

Evans
Fairchild
Fargo
Feese
Fichter
Fleagle
Flick
Forcier
Frankel
Geist
George
Gigliotti
Gladeck
Godshall
Gordner
Gmim
Habay
Haha17
Hasay
Hennessey
H e m
Hershey
Hess
How
Hutchinson
Jadlowiec
Kaiser
Keller
Kenney

LaGmna
Lawless

Lederer

MY^

Pesci
Preston
Robm
Robinson
Ruffing
Sarnuekon
Santoni
Scrimenti
Solobay
Steelman

Leh
Lescovitz
LFh
Maher
Maitland
Major
Markoxk
Marsico
Masland
Mayemik
McCall
McGill
Mclbttan
Mcllhimey
McNaughmn
Metcalfe
Miconie
Miller, R.
Miller, S.
Nailor
Nickol
O'Brien
One
Penel
Pewone
Phillips
P~PPY
Pistella
Plans
Raymond
Readshaw
Reinard
Rohrer
Rmney
Ross

Sturla
Surra
Tangreni
Thomas
Travaglio
Trello
Trich
Vitali
Williams
Yewcic
Yudichak

Rubley
Sainata
Sather
Saylor
SFhroder
Schuler
Semmel
Serafini
Seyfert
Smith, B.
Smith, S. H.
Snyder
Staback
Stairs
Steil
Stem
Stevenson
Strimnatter
Taylor, E. 2.
Taylor, J.
Tigue
True
Tulli
Vance
Veon
Walko
Wilt
w o w
Wojnaroski
Wright
Zimmerman
RY~R
Speaker
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debate about the most important bill that we pass every year, and
that is the fiscal budget of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.
Bebko-Jones
Harhai
Ramos
Stetler
What that language says is that debate will be limited to 5 minutes
Cam
Kirkland
Rieger
Van Home
and speaking only one time on an amendment or on the bill unless
Donarucci
McGeehan
Roebuck
Washington
Druce
Oliver
Shaner
Youngblwd
you are the sponsor of the bill, and then, of course, you have two
Cannon
Pema
times, I guess, to speak at 5 minutes.
I think most members informally try to keep their remarks to
EXCUSEDO
that time l i e , and I think it is proper for us to encourage people to
keep their remarks to that time line. But I really think it is foolish
to make a permanent part of our rules a limitation on the very
Less than a majority of the n~embe* elected to the House essence of what we are here to do, which is debate in full the
having voted in the aflirmative, the question was determined in the people's business. SO I ask for a "no" vote on HR 1.
negative and the motion was not agreed to.
The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the lady.
The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Northampton,
On the question recurring,
Mr. Freeman.
Will the House adopt the resolution?
Mr. FREEMAN. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Mr. Speaker, would the gentleman, Mr. Perzel, stand for a brief
interrogation?
PARLLAMENTARY INQUIRY
The SPEAKER. The gentleman indicates he will stand for
The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the lady from interrogation. You may proceed.
Philadelphia County, Ms. Manderino.
Mr. FREEMAN. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Mr. Speaker, I am seeking clarification on a section within the
Ms. MANDERINO. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Mr. Speaker, I have both a parliamentary inquj: and then I resolution that is before us.
wish to speak on the bill.
On page 21 of the resolution, lines 15 through 20, and
The SPEAKER. The lady is in order.
I will quote, "In order to be considered, amendments to the
Ms. MANDERINO. Thank you.
General Appropriation Bill must be submitted to the Office of the
Chief Clerk by 2:00 P.M. of the Monday of the week prior to the
A parliamentary inquiry, Mr. Speaker.
I have before me two separate items, both with the same cover scheduled vote of the General Appropriation Bill," and then it goes
page "HOUSE RESOLUTION No. 1." One was at my desk and is on to read, "The Appropriations Committee for special and proper
3 pages long; the other one was at the front of the podium and is reason and by majority vote, may waive this deadline.'' My
80 pages long. My parliamentary inquiry is, in voting on HR 1 question, Mr. Speaker, is this: If the Appropriations Committee
can waive the deadlme, what procedure then will be followed in
right now, which of these am I voting on?
The SPEAKER. On all 80 pages.
offering amendments to the bill?
Ms. MANDERTNO. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Mr. PERZEL. Mr. Speaker, two tbings. First off, we asked for
the additional 10 days, and the reason for the 10 days was so that
A fwther parliamentary inquiry.
your Appropriations Committee and our Appropriations
The SPEAKER. The lady will state it.
Ms. MANDERINO. While I guess I am going to be happy that Committee could do fiscal notes and give complete explanations
maybe we are saving a few trees today, I am wondering if whether of the 300 amendments that were offered to last year's budget.
The second part of what you are asking is, we allowed during
this issue is properly before us until HR 1 in its 80 pages has been
the last appropriations process Representative Barley and
distributed to the members.
The SPEAKER. The copies are available. Anybody that needs Representative Evans to waive that for last-ute
amendments
one can walk up or signal to a page and they will be delivered.
that both sides knew people were trying to get in before the
deadline but were not quite able to do that. That was the only time
I believe it is properly before the House.
Ms. MANDERINO. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
we used that last session.
Mr. FREEMAN. Mr. Speaker, I again need additional
On the issue.
Mr. Speaker, I would like to ask the members to very seriously clarification.
As I read this, we are not talking about last-minute
consider voting "no" on HR 1. In particular, in rule 19@), in
addition to what has been described with regard to appropriations amendments; we are talking about amendments that would
bills and the dollar amount that will be agreed upon by the conform with the 2 p.m. rule, and as I read this language, it is
Appropriations Committee or the level that is passed by the saying that they can waive that rule. In essence, the 2 p.m. rule
Appropriations Committee being the level at which all prevents last-minute amendments, but the language that follows
amendments must conform, I call your attention to page 22, allows the committee to waive that rule, which then leaves no rule
lines 11 through 16. This language in particular is designed to in effect on bow you offer amendments, Mr. Speaker.
make a part of our permanent rules a limitation on debate.
Mr. PERZEL. I hear the gentleman, but the last three budgets
Now, I know in the past and particularly when we have had bills have been bipartisaq and this is the rule that we have used to allow
that have had a number of amendments, a large number of the two Appropriations chairmen, both Representative Evans and
amendments, that we have informally - informally - adopted a rule Representarive Barley, to be able to bring amendments to us that
asking members to try to keep their comments to 5 minutes, and I were last-ininute amendmentsthat could be agreed upon and that
do not object to that informal policy. But 1do object to making as could be voted on by this entire House.
a permanent part of our rules a limitation on debate, particularly
NOT VOTING1 8
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We did get this idea from Representative Jim Manderino, a
foimer Speaker, and it has been the same amendment all along. So
we have not changed it at all, Mr. Speaker. It just allows both sides
enough flexibilityso that if somebody at the last minute missed the
deadline, because it is a much earlier deadline than the other
amendments, which are only 2 o'clock the day before, it allows
them a chance to bring their amendments up.
Mr. FREEMAN. If I understand the gentleman - and I
apologize, but I do need further clarification - Mr. Speaker, is it
the understanding that this allows for a waiving of the rule to
accept amendments; it would not in any way impede amendments
being offered under this rule?
Mr. PERZEL. Oh, yes; yes.
Mr. FREEMAN. So it is your position, Mr. Speaker, that this
language, by allowing the committee to waive if does not prohibit
the rule from being followed, only to add additional amendments
afier the time has lapsed.
Mr. PERZEL. That is the way I see it according to the way it
has been explained to me, yes.
Mr. FREEMAN. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRY
The SPEAKER. On the question, the gentleman, Mr. Thomas,
from the county of Philadelphia.
Mr. THOMAS. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Mr. Speaker, a matter of parliamenmy inquiry.
The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state his point of
parliamentary inquiry.
Mr. THOMAS. Is it appropriate at this time for me to move to
suspend the mles in order to offer amendment 001 l?
The SPEAKER. Yes.
Mr. THOMAS. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

MOTION TO SUSPEND RULES
Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to move to suspend the ~ules
so that I might offer an amendment to HR 1.
The SPEAKER. The gentleMr. Thomas, moves that the
mles of the House be suspended to pennit him to offer
amendmen& What number is that, Mr. Thomas?
Mr. THOMAS. A00 11; amendment 11.
The SPEAKER. -amendment 11 to HR 1.
On the question,
Will the House agree to the motion?

The SPEAKER. On the question of suspension of the mles,
Mr. Perzel.
Mr. PERZEL. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
I have opposed all the others. I would ask the members to
oppose this one also.
The SPEAKER. Mr. Thomas.
Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, this amendment is a
reintroduction of an amendment that I offered last year. It is an
amendment that would bring the House in line with the
Pennsylvania Senate and all other executive and judicial branches
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. The House remains the
only institution that has not adopted these provisions as a part of

its overall rules. At what point do we continue to walk to a
different drumbeat?
The Senate, w h i c h
The SPEAKER. Mr. Thomas, the question is suspension of the
rules.
Mr. THOMAS. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman.
On the question recurring,
Will the House agree to the motion?
The following roll call was recorded:

Belfanti
Bishop
Butkovitz
Buxm
Caltagimne
Cappabianca
Casorio
Cawley
Cohen, M.
Colafella
Cuny
Daley
Eachus
Freeman
Gearge

Grucela
Haluska
Hanna
Homy
James
Josephs
Kaiser
Keller
Krebs
Laughlin
Lederer
Levdansky
Mandenno
Mann
McCall

McCeehan
Melio
Michlovic
Mundy
Myers
Pesci
Pewone
Robinson
Rufiing
Samuelson
Scrimenti
Shaner
Solobay
Steelman

Adolph
Allen

Fairchild
Fargo
Feese
Fichrer
Flea&
Flick
Forcier
Fdel
Gannon
Geist
Giglioni
Gladeck
Godshall
Gordner
Gruitza
Habay
Harhm
Hasay
~e~essey
Herman
Hershey
Hess
Hutchinsan
Jadlowiff
Kenney
LaGmtta
Lawless
Leh
Lescovitz
Lwk
Lpch
Maha

Maitland
Major
Markosek
Marsic0
Masland
Mayemik
McGill
McIUlatfan
Mcllhhney
McNaughton
Metcalfe
Micoaie
Miller, R.
Miller, S.
Nailor
Nickol
O'Brien

Armshong
Baker
Bard
Barley
Banar
Bastian
Baltisto
Belardi
Benninghoff
Blaum
%yes
Bmme
Bunt
Chadwick
Civera
Clark
Clymer
Cohen, L. I.
Cornell
Corrigan
Costa
COY
Dailey
Dally
Demody
DeWeese
DiGirolamo
Dluee
Egolf

Orie

Penel
Phillips
P~WY
Pistella
Plattr
Raymond
Readshaw
Reeinard
Rohrer
Rooney
Ron
~~b1-q
Sainato
Santoni

Sturla

s"m

Tangreni
Thomas
Tigue
Travaglio
Trich
v a n Home
Vitali
Williams
Wojnaroski
Yewcic
Youngblwd
Yudichak

Sather
Saylor
Schroder
Schula
Semmel
Serafini
Seyfen
Smith, B
Smith, S. H.
Snyder
Staback
Stain
Steil
Stem
Stevenson
Strimnaner
Taylor, E. Z.
Taylor, J.
Trello
True
Tulli
Vance
Veon
walk0
Wilt
w o w
Wright
Zimmeman

.%
Ryan,
Speaker

Evans

NOT VOTING17
Bebkdones
Birmelin

Ihnamcci
Harhai

Petrarca
Preston

Robms
Roebuck
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Cam
DeLuca
Dempsey

Kukland
Ohver

Ramos
Rteger

Stetler
Washtngton

EXCUSEDO

Less than a majority of the members elected to the House
having voted in the a f f i t i v e , the question was determined in the
negative and the motion was not agreed to.
On the question recurring,
Will the House adopt the resolution?

MOTION TO SUSPEND RULES
The SPEAKER The Chair recognizes, for the second time on
the issue, the gentleman, Mr. Krebs.
Mr. KREBS. I want to move to suspend the rules to offer
amendment No. 17 to HR 1.
The SPEAKER. The gentleman, Mr. Krebs, moves the lules of
the House be suspended to permit him to offer amendment PN 17?
Mr. KREBS. Yes.
The SPEAKER. -1 7 to HR 1.
On the question,
Will the House agree to the motion?

Cohen, M.
Colafella
CUrrY
Daley
Freeman
George

Kirkland
Krebs
Lawless
Levdanrky
Manderino
Mann

Robens
Robinson
Samuelson
Scrimenti
Solobay
Steelman

Virali
Washington
Williams
Yewcic
Yudichak

Adolph
Allen
AIgaII
Armsnong
Baker
Bard
Barley
Banar
Bastian
Banisto
Belardi
Beifanti
Benninghoff
Blaum
Boyes
Browne
Bunt
ButkoviQ
Chadwick
Civera
Clark
Clymer
Cohen, L. 1.
Cornell

Eachus
Egolf
Evans
Fairchild
Fargo
Feese
Fichter
Flcagle
Flick
Foxier
Frankel
Gannon
Geia
Gigliom
Gladeck
Godshall

Maher
Maitland
Major
Markosek
Marsico
Masland
Mayem&
McCeehan
McGill
Mcllhattan
MclUlinney
McNaughtm
Metcalfe
Miconie
Miller, S.
Nailor
Nickol
O'Brien
One
Perzel
Peuone
Phillips
P~PPY
Pistella
Plans
Raymond
Readshaw
Reinard
Rohrer
Rwney
Ross
Rubley
Rufting
Sainato
Santoni

Sathet
Saylar
Schroder
Schuler
Semmel
Serafini
Seyfert
Smith, B.
Smith, S. H.
Snyder
s&irs
Steil
Stem
Stevenson
Strimnaner

Corriga"

Corn

The SPEAKER. On that question, the Chair recognizes the
gentleman.
Mr. PERZEL. Mr. Speaker, we have opposed all the others. I
have no option but to oppose the suspension of the rules on this
one also.
The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman.
The Chaiu recognizes the gentleman, Mr. Krebs.
Mr. KREBS. I think I should at least be allowed to explain what
the amendment does.
The SPEAKER. I have recognized you for that purpose.
Mr. KREBS. Okay.
On a bill that is coming back on concurrence in Senate
amendments, it goes to the Rules Committee. The Rules
Committee at this point is allowed to amend it, and then it goes to
the floor. At that time it has to be voted up or down; there are no
amendments allowed on the floor. What this amendment would do
would say that if the Rules Committee amends the Senate
amendments, then the House could amend those amendments on
the floor.
The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman.
On the question recurring,
Will the House agree to the motion?

Dailey
Dally
DeLuca
Dempsey
Demody
DeWeese
DiGimlamo
Druce

Gordner

GruiQa
Habay
Harhart
Hay
Hennessey
Heman
Hershey
Hess
Hutchinson
Jadlawiec
Keller
Kenney
LaGrorta
Lauehlin
~edlrer
Leh
Lescovin
Lucyk

sm

Tay1or.E. 2.
Taylor, I.
Trello
True
Tulli
van=
Van Home
Veon
Wako
Wilt
Wow
WGjWoski
Wright
Zimmerman
zus
Ryan,
Spaker

NOT VOTING18
Bebkc-Jones
Birmelin
Cam
Donafucci
Haluh

Harhai
Lynch
Miller, R.
Oliver
Petrarca

Preston
Ramos
Rieger
Roebuck

Shaner
Siaback
Stetler
Youngblwd

Less than a majority of the members elected to the House
having voted in the a h t i v e , the question was determined in the
negative and the motion was not agreed to.
On the question recurring,
Will the House adopt the resolution?

The following roll call was recorded:

MOTION TO SUSPENO RULES
Bishop
Buxton
Caltagjrone
Cappbianca
Casorio
Cawlev

Grucela
Hanna
Horsey
James
Josephs
Kaiser

MeCaU
Melio
Michlonc
Mundy
Myers
Pesci

Sturla
Tangrefti
Thomas
Tip
Travaglio
Trich

The SPEAKER. Mr. Krebs, do you seek M e r recognition?
Mr. KREBS. Yes; I have another motion for suspension.
The SPEAKER. The gentleman is recognized.
Mr. KREBS. I move to suspend the rules to offer amendment
No. 16 to HR 1.
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The SPEAKER The gentlema Mr. Krebs, movcs the ~ l e of
s
the House be $upended to pemlt h ~ mro offer amendment PS 16
t o m 1.
On the question,
Will the House agree to the motion?
The SPEAKER. The gentleman is recognized at this time for a
brief description of what he is talking of.
Mr. KREBS. What this amendment does, at the present time we
have standing committees that put bills out, and it goes either to
Appropriations or Rules, and at this time those committees
sometimes change those bills for whatever purpose they deem fit.
What this amendment would do is that it basically says that the
Appropriations Committee and the Rules Committee could not
amend a bill unless they were the committees of origin.
The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman.
On the question of suspension of the rules, the Chair recognizes
the majority leader.
Mr. PERZEL. I would oppose the motion to suspend,
Mr. Speaker.
The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman.

Adolph
Allen
.%all
h m n g
Baker
Bard
Barley
Barrar
Bastian
Banino
Belardi

Egolf
Evans
Fairchild

Boys
Brame
Bunf
Butkovih
Chadwick
Civera
Clark
Clymer
Cohen, L. I.
Cohen, M.
Cornell

M a

Far@
Feese
Fichter
Fleagle
Flick
Forcier
F&el
Gannon
Gein
Giglioni
Gladeck
Godshall
Gordner
Gruitza
Habav

H&
Hasay
Hennessey
H e m
Hershey
Hess

McCall
Melio
Michlovic
Mundy
Pesci
Robem
Robinsan
Samuelson
Scrimenti
Shaner
solobay
Steelman

Srurla
Tangreni
Thomas
Tigue
Travaglio
Trello
Trieh
Vitali
Walk0
Washington
Williams
Yudichak

Lucyk
Maher
Maitland
Major
Markosek
Marsica
Masland
Mayemik
McGeehan
McGill
MclIham
McIUlinney
McNaughton
Metcalfe
Micouie
Miller, R.
Miller, S.
Nailor
~~~-~
Nickol
O'Brien
Orie
Peml
Peuone
Phillips

Sainato
Santoni
Sather
Saylor
Schroder
Schuler
Semmel
SeraIini
Seyfert
Smith, B.
Smith, S. H.
Snyder
Stain
Steil
Stem
Stevenson
Suimnaite~

~

Dailey
Dally
DeLuca
Dempsey
Dermody
DeWeese
DiGirolamo
Druce

P~PPY
Pistella
Plans
Raymond
Readshaw
Relnard
Rohier
Rcaney
Ross
Rubley
Ruffing

Veon
Wilt
wogan
Wojnaroski
Wright
Yewcic
Zimmerman
zug
Ryan,
Speaker
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sirneb,
Cam
Do"atucci
James

Laughlin
Lpch
Myers
Oliver

Petrarca
Preston
Ramos
Rieger

Roebuck
Staback
Stetler
Youngblood

EXCUSEM

Less than a majority of the members elected to thc Houx
having voted in the a b t i v e , the question was detenmncd m the
negative and the motion was not agreed to.

MOTION TO SUSPEND RULES

The following roll call was recorded:

Freeman
George
Grucela
Haluska
Ham
Harhai
Josephs
Kirkland
k b s
Levdansky
Manderino

$Fx
L"Y

Horsey
Hutchinson
Jadlowiec
Kaiser
Keller
Kenney
LaGmna
Lawless
Lederer
Leh
LescoIlP

On the question recurring,
Will the House adopt the resolution?

On the question recurring,
Will the House agree to the motion?

Bebko-Jones
Belfanti
Bishop
Buxton
Caltagimne
Cappablanca
Casorio
Cawley
Colafella
curry
Daiey
Eachus

Camsan

The SPEAKER. Ms. Steelman, did you desire rccognlllon '
Ms. STEELMAN. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
I would move to suspend the rules in order to c ~ m s ~ j c r
amendment No. 8 to HR 1.
We have heard several times from the majonc lcadcr h a t
somehow the problem of HB 907 had to do w ~ uh h t krua
staffers said to House leadership or what was actuall! In h c b~ll
He still does not get it. The problem with that bill ua5 a pnrc\s
problem, and the process problem arises from the fact hat we tcnl
to do a great deal of legislation in a very small compass ot tlmc.
with the result that people do not consider carefully utnr 11 1%rhc?.
are voting on. They do not have time to. The process 15 set up so
that they do not have time to.
This amendment would add to our House rules a rule [hat
would require an automatic calendar procedure, such tha~uxhm
24 legislative days of the time that a bill is voted out favorably
from a committee, it would have to come to a vote on the House
floor. If we managed our legislative calendar in this way, with bills
moving steadily f o n v a r b
The SPEAKER. Ms. Steelman, a brief explanation, not a debate
on the subject of suspension, please.
Ms. STEELMAN. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
I appreciate your tolerance so far, and I will k q not to test your
patience further. But we need to have a better organized process
for passing legislation so that we do not wind up with these
enorIllous logjams, and this automatic calendar ~ l would
e give us
that.

Sum*

Taylor. E. 2.
Taylor, J.
Tme
Tulh
Vance
Van Home

On the question,
Will the House agree to the motion?
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The SPEAKER. On the question, Mr. Perzel.
Mr. PERZEL. Mr. Speaker, the Local Government Commission
made recommendations for repealing old laws. The Representative
just does not get it. HB 907 was the repeal of a repealer. You
cannot repeal a repealer and have it have the effect of law. Nothing
changed.
I would ask the members to vote "no." Nothing we could do
today or tomorrow will ever change the fact of what happened with
907. It is dead; it has been vetoed; it is gone. Please vote "no."
The SPEAKER The Chair thanks the gentleman.
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NOT VOTING14
~~D-Jones
~,,i
Haluska

Ramos
Relnard
Rieger

Lynch
Oliver
Preston

Roebuck
Travaglio
Youngblcod

EXCUSED0

Less than a majority of the members elected to the House
having voted in the afiimative, the question was determined in the
negative and the motion was not agreed to.

On the question recurring,
Will the House agree to the motion?

On the question retuning,
Will the House adopt the resolution?

The following roll call was recorded:

The following roll call was recorded:
Bishop
Buxton
Caltagimne
Cappabianca
Casoria
Cawley
Colafella
Curry
Daley
Freeman
George

Grucela
Hanna
Harhai
James
Josephs
Kirkland
laughlin

Adolph
Allen
&@I
Armstrong
Baker
Bard
Barley
Barrar
Baslian
Banisto
Belardi
Belfanti
Betminghoff
Birmelin
Blaum
Boys
Broune
Bunt
Butkovik
Chadwick
Civera
Clark
Clymer
Cohen, L. I.
Cohen, MCornell
Cnmgan
Costa
COY
Dailey

Egolf
Evans
Fairchild
Fargo
Feest
Fichter
Fleagle
Flick
Foxier
Fdel
Gannon
Geia
Gigliotti
Gladeck
Gcdshall
Gordner
Gruiaa
Habay
Harm
b
Y
Hemesey
Herman
Hershey
Hess
Horsey
Hutchinson
Jadlowiec
Kaiser
Keller
Kmey
LaCmm
Lawless
Lederer
Leh
LescoviQ
Luc~k
Maher

DeLvca
Dempsey
wmody
DeWeese
DiGirolarno
h c e
Eachus

L e v W

Mande~ino
McCaU

Melio
Michlovic
Mlmdy

MY^

Pesci
Roberrs
Robinson
Samuelson
Scrimenti
Shaner

Maitland
Major
M m
Markowk
Marsico
Masland
Mayemik
McGeehan
McGill
Mcllhattan
Mcllhinney
McNaughwn
Metcalfe
Micome
Miller, R.
Miller, S.
Nailor
Nickol
O'Brien
Orie
Peml
Petrarca

Peuone
Phillips
Pipm
Pistella
Plans
Raymond
Readshaw
Rohrer
Rconey
ROSS
Rubley
Ruflimg
Sainato
Santoni
Sather

Steelman
Snula
Sum
Tangreni
Thomas
Tigue
Vitali
Washington
Williams
Yudichak

Saylor
Schroder
Schuler
Semmel
Setaiini
seyfen
Smith, B.
Smith, S. H.
Snyder
Solobay
Staback
Stairs
Steil
Stem
Stetler
Stevenson
Suiwaner
Taylor, E. 2.
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Barbara Hafer 16 to 1, and there were no comments about
spendmg too much money on gubernatorial campaigns.
I just thought I would like to bring that up, Mr. Speaker, and I
do have an open invitation to the other side of the aisle to talk
about campaign fmance reform when we start to talk about soft
money, Mr. Speaker. Thank you.
The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman.

Roebuck
Shaner
Washington
Youngblood

VOTE CORRECTIONS

The majority having voted in the affirmative, the question was
determined in the affmative and the resolution was adopted.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman, Mr. Serafini.
Mr. SERAFINI. Mr. Speaker, on HR 2, motion to postpone, I
would like to be recorded in the negative. Thank you.
The SPEAKER. The remarks of the gentleman will be spread
upon the record.
Mr. Gannon, do you seek recognition?
Mr. GANNON. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Mr. Speaker, on the Vitali motion to suspend the rules, my
machine malfunctioned. I would like to be recorded in the
negative.
The SPEAKER. The remarks of the gentleman will be spread
upon the record.
Mr. Flick.
Mr. FLICK. Mr. Speaker, on HR 2, motion to postpone, I was
not recorded. I would like to be recorded in the negative, please.
The SPEAKER. The remarks of the gentleman will be spread
upon the record.

VOTE CORRECTIONS
The SPEAKER. The Chair at this time recognizes the
gentleman, Mr. Yudichak.
Mr. YUDICHAK. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
I would like to be reco,&zed to correct the record.
On HR 2, the motion to postpone, I would like to be in the
affmative on that vote. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
The SPEAKER. The remarks of the gentleman will be spread
upon the record.
The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Westmoreland,
Mr. Casorio.
Mr. CASORIO. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
I rise to correct the record, please.
On HR 2, motion to postpone, my machine malfunctioned.
I would Lie to be recorded as voting in the affmative.
The SPEAKER. The remarks of the gentleman will be spread
upon the record.
Mr. CASORIO. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

REMARKS SUBMITTED FOR THE RECORD
The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the lady from Berks
County, Mrs. Miller, who submits the following remarks for the
record.

ANNOUNCEMENT BY SPEAKER
The SPEAKER. Members, please, may I have your attention?
The members should go to the Chief Clerk's Office before they
leave town and sign the register.

Mrs. MILLER submitted the following remarks for the
Legislative Journal:

-

VOTE CORRECTIONS
The SPEAKER. The Chair
from the county
York the gentleman, Mr. Miller, for the PWose of correcting the
record.
Mr. MILLER On HR 1, amendment 17, the motion to suspend,
I would like to be recorded in the negative.
The SPEAKER. The remarks of the gentleman will be spread
upon the record.
The gentleman, Mr. Schuler.
Mr. SCHULER. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
I would like to correct the record.
On HR 2, the motion to postpone, I wish to be recorded as a
"no" vote. Thank you.

STATEMENT BY MR. PERZEL
The SPEAKER. The gentleman, Mr. Perzel.
Mr. PERZEL. Mr. Speaker, I realize that most of the members
have left, but I did want to mention the fact that I was reading
through the remarks of 1991 when Governor Casey outspent
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Mr. Sneaker. it is mv. nrivileee
to brine to the attention of the Sneaker
.
and the members of the Pennsylvania House of Representatives the names
of Sankar Bhamidipaty, Andrew Borst, James Geisler, Joshua Hamnan,
Braden Houser, Ashisb Kapoor, Adam Kenderdine, Jon Kline,
Zachary Matthew, John Miller, Keegan Orrechowski, Jeff Pawelski,
Brian Poole, Andrew Sickler, Keith Terefenko, and Eric Turgeon,
who were awarded Scouting's highest honor in 1998, the Eagle Scout.
Jennifer Miller, who was awarded Girl Scouting's
- highest
- award in 1998.
the Gold Award.
Mr. Sneaker. I would like to read to the members of the House of
Representatives the following citation of merit honoring Jon Kline
member of Troop 144, Andrew Borst, James Geisler, Brian Poole,
Keith Terefenko, Eric Turgeon members of Troop 430, Joshua Hartman,
Braden Houser, Keegan Orzechowski members of Troon 431,
Sankar Bhmd~paN,A;hlsh Kapoor members of lroop 437, oh" Miller,
Jeff Pauelsk~membcrs of Troon 45'. , Zacharv Mattheu. Andrew Stcklcr
members of Troop 459, Adam Kenderdine member of Troop 473.
Jennifer Miller member of Troop 20.
Whereas, these fine young men and women from Berks County have
earned the Eagle and Gold Awards in Scouting. This is the highest award
the Boy ~coutsand Girl Scouts can bestow &d as such represents great
sacrifice and tremendous effort. The leadership skills that Scouting
encourages in these young people through their efforts to achieve the
Eagle and Gold Awards will serve these young people for their entire
lifetimes.
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Now therefore, Mr. Speaker and members of the House of
Representatives,it is my privilege to congratulate and place their names
in the Legislative Journal.
The SPEAKER. Does the majority leader or Democratic floor
leaders have any further business?

RULES SUSPENDED
The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the majority leader.
Mr. PERZEL. Mr. Speaker, I move that rule 15 of the House
be suspended so that the House may convene on Tuesday,
January 19, 1999, at 11 a.m. instead of at 1 p.m.

I

On the question,
Will the House agree to the motion?
Motion was agreed to.

ADJOURNMENT
The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the gentleman,
Mr. Phillips.
Mr. PHILLIPS. Mr. Speaker, I move that this House do now
adjourn until Tuesday, January 19, 1999, at 11 a.m., e.s.t., unless
sooner recalled by the Speaker.

On the question,
Will the House agree to the motion?
Motion was agreed to, and at 356 p.m., e.s.t., the House
adjourned.
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