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SESSION OF 1998 182D OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY No. 27 
I 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
The House convened at 11 a.m., e.d.t. 

THE SPEAKER (MATTHEW J. RYAN) 
PRESIDING 

PRAYER 

REV. DANIEL N. VAN VLEET, Chaplain of the House of 
Representatives and pastor of Richland Church of the Brethren, 
Richland, Pennsylvania, offered the following prayer: 

HOUSE BILLS 
INTRODUCED AND REFERRED 

No. 2510 By Representative McNAUGHTON 

An Act prohibiting the issuance of certain permits. 

Referred to Committee on ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES 
AND ENERGY, April 2 1, 1998. 

No. 2511 By Representative McNAUGHTON 

keeps peace and order in our world. 
You have also called us to honor and pray for those in Referred to Committee on ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES 

eovernment ~ositions. and. Lord. as one citizen of Pennsvlvania. AND ENERGY, April 21,1998. 

Let us pray together: 
Heavenly Father, You created and ordained human 

government. Thank You, Lord, because it is that government that 

- . . 
I honor all the Representatives here today, and I pray ;or them I 

An Act amending the act of July 7; 1980 (P.L.380, No.97), known as 
the Solid Waste Management Act, prohibiting the issuance of certain 
permits. 

again that You would give them wisdom and peace of mind and 
patience and strength. I No. 2512 By Representative McNAUGHTON 

Lord, we thank You that we live in a land where we are free 
An Act providing for a moratorium on the issuance of permits for and where we live at peace. Thank You for the many, many municipal waste disposal facilities. 

blessings You zive us in this State and in this country. 
~ e & k  this-in the Lord's name. Amen. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Referred to Committee on ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES 
AND ENERGY, April 21,1998. 

(The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by members and NO. 2513 By Representative McNAUGHTON 
visitors.) I 

JOURNAL APPROVAL POSTPONED 

The SPEAKER. Without objection, the approval of the Journal 
of Monday, April 20, 1998, will be postponed until printed. 
The Chair hears no objection. 

JOURNALS APPROVED 

The SPEAKER. The Journals for Tuesday, December 9, 
and Wednesday, December 10, 1997; Tuesday, January 6; 
Tuesday, January 20; Wednesday, January 21; Thursday, 
January 22; Monday, January 26; Tuesday, January 27; 
Wednesday, January 28; and Monday, February 2, 1998, are now 
in print. Without objection, they will stand approved. The Chair 
hears no objection, and the Joumals are approved. 

An Act amending the act of July 7, 1980 (P.L.380, No.97), known as 
the Solid Waste Management Act, providing for a moratorium on the 
issuance of permits for municipal waste disposal facilities. 

Referred to Committee on ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES 
AND ENERGY, April 21, 1998. 

No. 251 4 Bv Reoresentatives SANTONI. CAPPABIANCA. 
TIGUE,-STABA~K, ~ERMAN,  GEORGE, COY, D~WEESE: 
STERN, GEIST, READSHAW, HENNESSEY, WOJNAROSKI, 
COLAIZZO, OLASZ, WAUGH, C. WILLIAMS, WALKO, 
BEBKO-JONES, McCALL, TANGRETTI, WILT, JAMES, 
HARHAI, McNAUGHTON, BATTISTO, CASORIO, 
M. COHEN, DeLUCA, FAIRCHILD, PLATTS, ORIE, LYNCH, 
KAISER, SEYFERT, TRELLO, EVANS, MILLER, 
BENNINGHOFF, MELIO and KIRKLAND 
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An Act amending the act of December 7, 1982 (P.L.784, No.225), 

known as the Dog Law, providing for lifetime licenses for service dogs. 

Referred to Committee on AGRICULTURE AND RURAL 
AFFAIRS, April 21, 1998. 

No. 2515 By Representatives HASAY, TIGUE, TRELLO, 
FARGO, GEIST, STERN, COY, DeWEESE, BELFANTI, 
WOJNAROSKI, MARSICO, HALUSKA, FICHTER, SCHULER, 
STEVENSON, E. Z. TAYLOR, WALKO, McCALL, HERSHEY, 
WILT, HESS, McNAUGHTON, CURRY, OLASZ, MICOZZIE, 
BAKER, EGOLF, ORIE, FAIRCHILD, ZUG, RUBLEY, 
READSHAW, STABACK, PRESTON, BROWNE, JAROLIN, 
ROSS, BUNT, MAITLAND, DeLUCA, ROBINSON and 
YEWCIC 

An Act amending the act of March 4, 1971 (P.L.6,  NO.^), known as 
the Tax Reform Code of 1971, further providing for inheritance tax 
payment dates. 

Referred to Committee on FINANCE, April 21, 1998. 

No. 2518 By Representatives FICHTER, GLADECK, 
BUNT, CORNELL, REBER, L. I. COHEN, GODSHALL, 
SCHRODER, McGILL, HENNESSEY and HERMAN 

An Act amending the act of June 26, 1931 (P.L.1379, No.348). 
referred to as the Third Class County Assessment Board Law, further 
providing for auxiliary appeal boards. 

Referred to Committee on LOCAL GOVERNMENT, April 2 1, 
1998. 

No. 2519 By RepresentativesHESS, GEIST, READSHAW, 
STABACK, STERN, COY, E. Z. TAYLOR, TRELLO, 
FAIRCHILD, SEMMEL, B. SMITH, SURRA, BUNT, 
HUTCHINSON and YOUNGBLOOD 

An Act amending Title 18 (Crimes and Offenses) of the Pennsylvania 
Consolidated Statutes, providing penalties for abuse of fish, game and 
wildlife, farm animal and research facilities. 

Referred to Committee on JUDICIARY, April 21,1998. 

An Act authorizing loans to certain municipalities for open space 
preservation; providing forthe issuance of bonds and notes for financing; 
conferring powers and duties on the Department of Community and 
Economic Development; and imposing property restrictions. 

No. 2516 By Representatives McILHmEY,  
M. N. WRIGHT, NAILOR, SEMMEL, BATTISTO, 
LEVDANSKY, WOJNAROSKI, REBER, WALKO, LAUGHLIN, 
SCHRODER, CARONE, BELARDI, RAMOS, RUBLEY, BARD, 
HENNESSEY, YOUNGBLOOD, TRELLO, MANDERINO, 
STEELMAN, CLYMER, ROSS, MICOZZIE, ARGALL, 
MARSICO, STEVENSON, TRAVAGLIO, L. 1. COHEN, 
GODSHALL, E. Z. TAYLOR, BARRAR and DRUCE 

Referred to Committee on LOCAL GOVERNMENT, April 21, 
1998. 

No. 2520 By Representatives BISHOP, OLIVER, 
THOMAS, JAROLIN, ROEBUCK ROBINSON, C. WILLIAMS, 
DALEY, E. Z. TAYLOR and KIRKLAND 

An Act amend~ng Title 18 (Crimes and Offenses) of the Pennsylvania 
Consolidated Statutes, further providing for possession of firearms by 
minors. 

Referred to Committee on JUDICIARY, April 21, 1998. 

No. 2517 By Representatives HELMAN, STAIRS, FLICK, 
DRUCE, C. WILLIAMS, KIRKLAND, BATTISTO, ROBINSON, 
STEELMAN, CURRY, CLARK, BELARDI, SCHRODER, 
HENNESSEY, BAKER, GODSHALL, STERN, SURRA, ITKIN, 
OLASZ, GEIST, MILLER, RAMOS, LAUGHLIN, McCALL, 
READSHAW, BELFANTI, VEON, MANDERINO, L. I. COHEN, 
TULLI, SCRIMENTI, PETRARCA, SEYFERT, B. SMITH, 
JAMES, McILHINNEY, SHANER, SERAFINI, ADOLPH, 
WILT, SAINATO, STABACK, YOUNGBLOOD, KENNEY, 
JOSEPHS, SAYLOR, HERSHEY, DeLUCA, DeWEESE, 
ARGALL, TRAVAGLIO, HALUSKA, VAN HORNE, HORSEY 
and BARD 

An Act amending the act of January 25, 1966 (1965 P.L.1546. 
No.541). entitled "An act ~roviding scholarshios and orovidine funds to 
secure ~ederal funds fo~'~ualifiei  students df the ~ommo&ealth of 
Pennsylvania uho need financial assistance to anend ~osrsecondm 
institutions of higher learning, making an appropriation, and providing fir 
the administration of this act," further providing for the length of 
scholarships. 

Referred to Committee on EDUCATION, April 21, 1998. 

No. 2521 By Representatives FARGO, TIGUE, WILT, 
MAHER, BAKER, BELFANTI, McGILL, HERSHEY, 
HALUSKA, ZUG, BOSCOLA, SATHER, PESCI, LAUGHLIN, 
READSHAW. TRELLO. KAISER SERAFINI. OLASZ and 
ADOLPH 

An Act amendine Title 18 (Crimes and Offenses) ofthe Pemsvlvania 
Consolidated statutes, for self-assault by'prisoner. ' 

Referred to Committee on JUDICIARY, April 21,1998. 

No. 2522 By RepresentativesYOUNGBLOOD, SERAFINI, 
TIGUE, OLIVER, CAWLEY, CAPPABIANCA, LAUGHLIN, 
MELIO, WOJNAROSKI, BELFANTI, MYERS, TRELLO, 
STABACK, RAMOS, PRESTON, C. WILLIAMS, 
A. H. WILLIAMS, JAMES, HORSEY, MAHER, KELLER, 
LEDERER, MANDERINO, ORIE, BISHOP, JOSEPHS, 
THOMAS, J. TAYLOR, PIPPY, WOGAN, L. I. COHEN, 
PERZEL, EVANS, TRUE, ARMSTRONG, FLICK, McGEEHAN, 
CARN and DeWEESE 

An Act amending the act of June 13, 1967 (P.L.31, No.21), known 
as the Public Welfare Code, further defining "assistance group"; and 
further providing for eligibility and determination of need related to 
recipients of aid to families with dependent children. 

Referred to Committee on HEALTH AND HUMAN 
SERVICES, April 21, 1998. 



INTRODUCED AND REFERRED 
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No. 426 By Representatives HARHART, GRUPPO, 
TRUE, RAYMOND, ARMSTRONG, BARD, BARRAR, 
BROWNE, CALTAGIRONE, M. COHEN, DALLY, DeLUCA, 
DENT, EGOLF, FARGO, FICHTER, FORCIEQ GEORGE, 
HALUSKA, HENNESSEY, HERSHEY, LEH, LYNCH, 

HOUSE RESOLUTIONS 

I Bill numbered and entitled as follows having been prepared for 

BILL SIGNED BY SPEAKER 

presentation to the Governor, and the same bekg correct, the title 
was publicly read as follows: 

A Resolution directing the Legislative Budget and Finance 
Committee to conduct a performance audit of the Commonwealth's 
children and youth agencies. 

MAITLAND, MARSICO, OLASZ, ORIE, PESCI, PETRONE, 
READSHAW, ROBINSON, ROHRER, ROSS, RUBLEY, 
SHANEQ STABACK, E. Z. mLLO, 
WALKO, WOJNAROSKI, M. N. WRIGHT and ZIMMERMAN 

Referred to Committee on RULES, April 21, 1998. 

An Act amending the act of March 4, 1971 (P.L.6,  NO.^), know as 
the Tax Reform Code of 1971, further providing, in sales and use tax, for 
definitions, for imposition, for exclusions and for refunds; further 
providing, in personal income tax, for definitions, for an exclusion on a 
sale of a principal residence and for expanded poverty provisions; further 

No. 435 By Representatives WALKO, DeLUCA, 
GEORGE, M. COHEN, BELARDI, GORDNER, LUCYK, 
JAMES, McCALL, TANGRETTI, BROWNE, BELFANTI, 
McNAUGHTON, CURRY, VEON, READSHAW, SURRA, 
SCRIMENTI, TRELLO, PESCI, WOJNAROSKI, JAROLIN, 
SANTONI, STABACK, EVANS, ROBINSON, C. WILLIAMS, 
E. Z. TAYLOR, KIRKLAND, ITKIN, DERMODY, BISHOP and 
MELlO 

providing for corporate net income tidefinitions and for an extension of 
net operating loss; further providing, in capital stock and franchise tax, for 
definitions and reports and for a reduction in rate; providing, in capital 
stock and franchise tax. for familv farm comoration exemntions: further ~~~ ~~~ r~ - ~ ~ - ,  ~~~~~~~-~ 

providing for uriliries gross rcccipi tax impdsition, for redry uansfer tax 
definitions. for the neighborhood assistance tax credit, for malt beverage 
tax repons and for evidence of payment of inheritance tax: providing for 
restatement of tax liability under neaties; and making repeals. 

Whereupon, the Speaker, in the presence of the House, signed 
the same. 

The SPEAKER. For the information of the House and for the 
information of the guests, the Democrat caucus is continuing. I am, 
however, going to take this opportunity to introduce the guests 
who are on the floor of the House and in the gallery. There are 
quite a few here today, and I will do that while we are awaiting the 

management of ~enns~lvania's Medical ~ssistance Long-Term Care As 
Provided In Nursing Facilities and to make certain recommendations. 

A Resolution providing for the appoinunent of a select comminee to 
investigate the Drpamncnt of Health and Depamnenl of Public Welfare's 

Referred to Committee on RULES, April 21, 1998. 

conclusion of the Democratic caucus. I 

SENATE MESSAGE 

HOUSE AMENDMENTS 
CONCURRED IN BY SENATE 

The clerk of the Senate, being introduced, informed that the 
Senate has concurred in the amendments made by the House of 
Representatives to the Senate amendments to HB 1766, PN 3386. 

SENATE MESSAGE 

AMENDED HOUSE BILL RETURNED 
FOR CONCURRENCE AND 

REFERRED TO COMMITEE ON RULES 

The clerk ofthe Senate, being introduced, returned HB 964, PN 
3262, with information that the Senate has passed the same with 
amendment in which the concurrence of the House of 
Representatives is requested. 

GUESTS INTRODUCED 

The SPEAKER. Here today as the guests of Representative 
Steve Barrar of Delaware County are Donald and Gail Brubaker 
and their three children, Andrew, Brian, and Karen. Would these 
guests please rise. They are in the rear of the hall of the House. 

As the guests of Representative Sheila Miller and the entire 
Berks County delegation, seated in the gallery are members of the 
Berks County 4-H group, including Joshua Folk, Ben Wiest, 
Crystal Miller, Kelly Dietrich, Liz Ehrig, and Deborah Dietrich, 
the coordinator. The students are here on behalf of 4-H Capital 
Days. Would these guests please rise. 

Seated on the House floor as the guest of Representative 
Julie Harhart is Matthew Williams, the winner of "There Ought To 
Be a Law" contest run by Mrs. Harhart. His entry was to acquire 
vacant public buildings for the purpose of establishing shelters 
for homeless persons. Matthew is a fourth grade student at 
Peters Elementary School. He is here with his parents, brother, 
grandparents, and teacher, all of whom are seated in the gallery. 
Would they please rise. Matthew is over here on the side. Stand 
up, Matthew; there we go. 

Seated in the gallery, we have the Whitehall High School choir. 
They are here today as the guests of Representative Harhart and 
Representative Charlie Dent. Would this group please rise. They 
will be singing in the East Wing rotunda at noon today. 

Here today as the guests of Representative Robert Godshall are 
Charles Allebach, the mayor of Souderton in Montgomery County, 
and certain exchange students from around the world, including 
Patricia Blanco, a student from Spain; Gioia DeLellis, an exchange 
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They are accompanied by their adviser, Mr. Gordon Knapp. 
Mr. Knapp, are you on the floor or in the balcony? I am not sure; 
they did not tell us where you were. In the balcony. 

Representative Susan Laughlin has with her today as guests a 
group of Boy Scouts, Boy Scout Troop 498 from, it looks like 
Ambridge. Is that right, Mrs. Laughlin? That is right. The troop 
received the 1997 American Legion Boy Scout Troop of the Year 
award. Would these Scouts please rise. They are in the balcony. 
Welcome to Harrisburg. 

student from Italy; and Adolfo Velasco, an exchange student from 
Columbia. I apologize for my pronunciation. The students are 
seated in the back. Would they please rise. 

I am sure the students did not recognize my pronunciation of 
their names and that is why they did not stand up quicker. I 
apologize. I met them earlier; they are wonderful, wonderful 
people. And they could not pronounce "Ryan." 

Here today as the guests of Representative Teresa Forcier - I 
had to look twice to see who that was, Representative 
Brown-Forcier - are Kendra Gigone, Chealsea Mailliard, and 
Kellyn Rielly, here today and seated to the left of the Speaker. 
Would the guests please rise. 

Seated at the rear of the hall of the House as the guests of 
Representative Chris Ross, Mrs. Carol Mongan, Mrs. Janice Finn, 
and Mr. David Homer. Would these guests please rise. They are 
accompanying three students h m  Greenwood Elementary School 
who are senring as guest pages. Wouldthe guest pages, if they are 
here, please rise. 

Now, I do not have the names of these guest pages, so if they 
would send me their names, I will see to it that they are placed in 
the record. 

Here today as the guests of Representatives Dempsey and 
Feese, the Chair welcomes the Leadership Lycoming class. Would 
that group please rise, seated along the wall in the back of the 
House. 

The names of the three pages that I was looking for a moment 
ago, who are here as the guest pages of Representative Chris Ross, 
are John Mongan, Jr., Christine Finn, and Nathaniel Homer. 
Would these guests again rise, these three young pages. 
Thank you. 

And here as the guests of Representative Frank Dermody 
andRepresentative Tony DeLuca are seniors at Riverview High 
School in Oakmont, serving as guest pages: Kristin Brown, 
Heather Mattem, and Erin Teplitz. Would these guests please rise. 

BILLS RECOMMITTED 

VOTE CORRECTION 

The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the gentleman, 
Mr. Corrigan. Mr. Comgan, did you wish to correct your vote 
from yesterday? The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Bucks County, Mr. Corrigan. 

Mr. CORRIGAN. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
On concurrence in HB 2281, I was recorded in the affirmative 

and would like to be recorded in the negative. Thank you. 
The SPEAKER. The remarks of the gentleman will be spread 

upon the record. 

GUESTS INTRODUCED 

The SPEAKER. Here today as the guests of Representative 
Ron Marsico, as guest pages, Courtney Rhoads and 
Elmbeth McLaughlLL from Lower Dauphin Junior High School. 
These guests are located to the left and in front of the Speaker with 
Mr. Marsico. 

BILLS REMOVED FROM TABLE 

The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the majority leader. 
Mr. PERZEL. Mr. Speaker, I move that the following bills be 

removed from the tabled bill calendar: 

HB 689; 
HB 1659; and 
SB 996. 

0, the question, 
will the ~ o u ~ ~  agree to the motion? 
~~~i~~ was agreedto, 

The SPEAKER. The majority leader is recognized. 
Mr. PERZEL. Mr. Speaker, I move that the following bills be 

recommitted to the Committee on Appropriations: 

HB 689; 
HB 1659; and 
SB 996. 

LEAVES OF ABSENCE I On the question, 
Will the-~ouse agree to the motion ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the majority whip, who ~~~i~~ was to. 
reouests a leave of absence for the gentleman from Dau~hin. - 
Mr. TULLI, for today's session. Without objection, leave will be 
granted. The Chair bears no objection. Leave is granted. ' 1  BILL REMOVED FROM TABLE 

The Chair recognizes the minority whip, who requests a leave 
of absence for the lady, Ms. BEBKO-JONES; the gentleman, 
Mr. TANGRETTI; and the gentleman, MI. SCRIMENTI, for 
today's session. Without objection, leave will be granted. The 
Chair hears no objection. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the majority leader. 
Mr. PERZEL. Mr. Speaker, I move that HB 977 be taken from 

the table. 

On the question, 
Will the House agree to the motion? 
Motion was agreed to. 
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On the question, 
Will the House agree to the motion? 
Motion was agreed to. 

BILL ON SECOND CONSIDERATION 

The following bill, having been called up, was considered for 
the second time and agreed to, and ordered transcribed for 
third consideration: 

HB 977, PN 3393. 

BILL RECOMMITTED 

The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the majority leader. 
Mr. PERZEL. Mr. Speaker, I move that HB 977 be 

recommitted to the Committee on Appropriations. 

EXCUSED4 

Bebko-lanes Scrimenti T a n s t t i  Tulli 

Daley LaGrotta Rieger Wojnaroski 
Dally Laughlin Robem Wright, M. N. 
DeLuca Lawless Robinson Yewcic 
Dempsey Lederer Roebuck Youngblood 
Dent Leh Rohrer Zimmerrnan 
Dermody Lescovitz Rooney Zug 
DeWeese Levdansky Ross 
DiGirolamo Lloyd Rubley Ryan, 
Donatucci Lucyk Sainato Speaker 
Dmce 

ADDITIONSO 

NOT VOTING4 

MASTER ROLL CALL I 

The following roll call was recorded: 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is about to take today's master roll 
call. Members will report to the floor. The Chair is about to take 
today's master roll call. Members will proceed to vote. 

Adolph 
Allen 
Argalf 
Armstrong 
Baker 
Bard 
Barley 
B a r n  
Battisto 
Belardi 
Belfanti 
Benninghoff 
Birmelin 
Bishop 
Blaum 
Boscola 
Boyes 
Browne 
Bunt 
Butkovitz 
Buxton 
Caltagirane 
Cappabianca 
Cam 
Camne 
Casoria 
Cawley 
Chadwick 
Civera 
Clark 
Clymer 
Cohen, L. I. 
Cohen, M. 
Colafella 
Co la im  
Comell 
Corpora 
comgan 
Cowell 
COY 
curry 

LEAVES ADDEP2  

Phillips Raymond 

Eachus 
Egolf 
Evans 
Fairchild 
Fargo 
Feese 
Fichter 
Fleagle 
Flick 
Forcier 
Gannon 
Geist 
George 
Giglioni 
Gladeck 
Godshall 
Gordner 
Gruitza 
~ P P O  
Habay 
Haluska 
Hanna 
Harhai 
Harhart 
Hasay 
Hennessey 
Herman 
Hershey 
Hess 
Horsey 
Hutchinson 
ltkin 
ladlowiec 
lames 
lamlin 
losephs 
Kaiser 
Keller 
Kenney 
Kirkland 
Krebs 

Lynch 
Maher 
Maitland 
Major 
Manderino 
Markosek 

Masland 
Mayemik 
McCall 
McGeehan 
McGill 
Mcllhattan 
Mcllhinney 
McNaughton 
Melio 
Michlovic 
Micoaie 
Miller 
Mundy 
Myers 
Nailor 
Nickol 
O'Brien 
Olas2 
Oliver 
Orie 
Perrel 
Pesei 
Petrarca 
Petrone 
Phillips 
P~PPY 
Pistella 
Plate 
Preston 
Ramos 
Raymond 
Readshaw 
Reber 
Reinard 

Santoni 
Sather 
Saylor 
Schroder 
Schuler 
Semmel 
Seratini 
Seyfert 
Shaner 
Smith, B. 
Smith, S. H. 
Snyder, D. W. 
Staback 
Stairs 
Steelman 
Steil 
Stem 
Stetler 
Stevenson 
Strittmatter 
Sturla 
s u m  
Taylor, E. Z. 
Taylor, I. 
Thomas 
Tigue 
Travaelio 
~rello- 
Trich 
True 
Vance 
Van Home 
Veon 
Vitali 
Walk0 
Washington 
Waugh 
Williams, A. 
wiiliams, C. 
Wilt 
wogan 

LEAVES CANCELEPl 

Raymond 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman, Mr. DeWeese, come to the 
rostrum. 

The House will come to order. Members will please take their 
seats. Members will please take their seats. 

The Chair is requesting the gentleman, Mr. DeWeese, to 
temporarily preside for the purpose of introducing a guest. 

THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 
(H. WILLIAM DeWEESE) PRESIDING 

I 1997 COAL QUEEN PRESENTED 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Moshe Dayan, the bedazzlimg and 
intrepid Israeli wanior of the late 20th century, was not only a 
daunting fighter but he was a highly cultured and aesthetic man, 
and one of his favorite Hebrew proverbs was that the beauty and 
cham of a place imbues its occupants. The beauty and charm of 
this place has imbued us from time to time. 

The obverse side of that coin is sometimes the occupants imbue 
the place. That is the case with Autumn Marisa. Autumn, the 1997 
Coal Queen, is not only a stunning manifestation of feminine 
pulchritude but also a razor-sharp young intellectual with 
multitudinous gifts and talents. Foremost among them are her 
mother and father, Jackie and Rudy. Among Rudy's other 
accomplishments, he played basketball at Penn State in the age of 
Hardy Williams, our colleague in the Senate, if that is something 



take my place - this one, preeminent among all of the 22 years of 
history, is one that I fear may do that. When 1 mentioned that 
postulation to the Governor, his enthusiasm for the prospect was 
undiluted. 

Autumn Marisa, 1997 Pennsylvania Bituminous Coal Queen. 
Thank you, Mr. Speaker, for this privilege. 

Ms. MARISA. Thank you. Thank you very much. 
Good morning, Mr. Speaker and members of the House. 
Last August 1 was crowned the 1997 Pennsylvania Bituminous 

Coal Queen. It was an honor that I trained, practiced, and worked 
very hard for. I can remember the pride that 1 felt when they 
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announced my name, and I must say that that nostalgic feeling jusl 
came back to me a few moments ago. But I am no longer standing 
in front of a crowded auditorium; I am now standiig in front of the 
Pennsylvania House of Representatives. 

I would l i e  to thank all of you for giving me the opportunity 
to speak to you today and to represent Waynesburg Central High 
School, the King Coal Association, my family, and the cornerstone 
of our Keystone State. In turn, we are proudly represented by 
Mr. Bill DeWeese and Mr. Bany Stout here at the State Capitol. 

Greene County is the leadimg producer of bituminous coal in the 
Commonwealth. Our coal mines have provided jobs for many 
throughout the years. Three of my grandparents were all coal 
miners. One grandfather was crushed in the Clyde Mine in a slate 
fall and suffered from black lung. Another was killed in a coal 
mine. 

When I was born, my step-grandfather said that I was going to 
be a Coal Queen. Destiny must have been involved from the 
begKmg, and I am sure that all three of them are looking down 
upon me today. 

This Friday I, too, will experience a day in the life of a coal 
miner when I will be taken on a tour of the Cumberland Mine. 

I have enjoyed all my experiences as the Coal Queen. I have 
handed out trophies at various events. I have competed in different 
competitions. I have been in several parades. 1 have danced on 
numerous occasions, given speeches at banquets, done radio 
commercials, acted as Santa's helper, and I have even eaten 
40 pigs-in-a-blanket at the annual halupki festival when I was an 
official judge. Now, for those of you who do not know what 
halupki is, you probably have not seen the Pittsburgh Steelers play 
either. 

Next month I will be graduating from high school and closing 
a chapter of my life, but 1 realize that my life is just about to begin. 
I will be a freshman at Penn State University majoring in 
communications, and I will take these experiences that 1 have 
learned as the Coal Queen. They have taught me poise, confidence, 
and given me self-esteem, and they will be surely beneficial to my 
college career. 

And one more thimg: I am sure with an opportunity like this 
today under my belt, I will not be the most scared freshman in 
Speech 101. Thank you. 

to be looked back upon, and I think it is. It gives us all some sense 
of familiality. 

When I mentioned to Governor Ridge a few moments ago that 
this is my 22d Coal Queen opportunity, that among all of those 
queens -many of them said they would l i e  to come up here and 

The SPEAKER. The House will come to order. 
The Chair is pleased to recognize, seated in the gallery, 

40 members of the Women's Republican Club of Lancaster 
County and their president, Mrs. Jane Barley. They are here today 
as the guests of the Lancaster County legislative delegation. Would 
the guests please rise. 

THE SPEAKER (MATTHEW J. RYAN) 
PRESIDING 

GUESTS INTRODUCED 

CALENDAR 

RULES SUSPENDED 

The SPEAKER. The Chair turns to page 5 of today's calendar; 
page 5. SB 494, PN 1817. 

It will be necessary to fust suspend the rules to consider this 
bill. 

The Chair recognizes the majority leader. 
Mr. PERZEL. Mr. Speaker, I ask that the rules of the House be 

suspended to permit the immediate consideration of SB 494, 
PN 1817. 

On the question, 
Will the House agree to the motion? 

PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRY 

The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the gentleman, 
Mr. Cohen, who is speaking in the stead of the leader, 
Mr. DeWeese. Is that right, Mr. Cohen ? 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, I am just raising a point of 
parliamentary inquiry. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state his point of 
parliamentary inquiry. 

Mr. COHEN. Does the motion to suspend the rules encompass 
the consideration of amendments ? 

The SPEAKER. Yes; it does. 
Mr. COHEN. It does? Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

The SPEAKER. On the question, those in favor of suspension 
will vote "aye"; opposed, "no." This is not debatable, Mr. George. 

Mr. GEORGE. 1 do not want to debate it. I want to ask you a 
question, since you are the man that will have to answer it. 

PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRY 

The SPEAKER. I will be pleased to attempt to answer your 
question. You may begin. I assume this is a point of parliamentary 
inquiry. 

Mr. GEORGE. You could say that. 
The gentleman, the majority leader, stood up and moved that 

we suspend the rules, and 1 understand that that is necessary since 
this bill came out after 2 o'clock. Now, if an amendment is to be 
proposed, need we suspend the rules, or would the suspension of 
rules to take up the bill suffice, Mr. Speaker? 



On the question recurring, 
Will the House agree to the motion? 
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The following roll call was recorded: 

The SPEAKER. The Chair, in response to what I thought was 
the same question, advised the gentleman, Mr. Cohen, that the 
motion to suspend included not only the taking up of the bill but  

taking up of any amendments to the bill. 
Mr. GEORGE. With the identical printer's number? 
The SPEAKER. With the identical printer's number. 
Mr. GEORGE. I thank the gentleman. 

Adolph 
Allen 
Argall 
Armstrong 
B&er 
Bard 
Barley 
BaIIaI 
Battisto 
Belardi 
Belfanti 
Benninghoff 
Birmelin 
Bishop 
Blaum 
Boscola 
Boyes 
Browne 
Bunt 
ButkoviQ 
Buaon 
Caltagirone 
Cappabianca 
Casorio 
Cawley 
Chadwick 
Civera 
Clark 
Clymer 
Cohen, L. I. 
Cohen, M. 
Colafella 
Colaim 
Comell 
Corpora 
Corrigan 
Coweli 
COY 
curry 
Daley 
Dally 
DeLuca 
Dempsey 
Dent 
Dermody 
DeWeese 
DiGimlamo 

EXCUSED4 

Bebko-Jones Scrimenti Tangretti Tulli 

A majority of the members required by the rules having voted 
in the ama t ive ,  the question was determined in the affiiative 
a n d  the motion was agreed to. 

Carone 
Hanna 

Cam 
James 

Donatucci Maher 
Oruce Maitland 
Eachus Major 
Egolf Manderino 
Evans Markosek 
Fairchild Marsiw 
Fargo Masland 
Feese Mayemik 
Fichter McCall 
FIeagle McGeehan 
Flick McGill 
Forcier Mcllhattan 
Gannon Mcllhinney 
Geist McNaughton 
George Melio 
Giglioni Michlovic 
Gladeck Miwzzie 
Godshall Miller 
Gordner Mundy 
Gruitza Nailor 
~ P P O  Nickol 
Habay O'Brien 
Haluska Olasz 
Harhai Oliver 
Harhart Orie 
Hasay Perzei 
Hennessey Pesci 
Herman Pemca 
Hershey Petrone 
Hess Phillips 
Honey P~PPY 
Hutchinson PisteUa 
Itkin Plans 
Jadlowiec Preston 
Jarolin Ramos 
Kaiser Raymond 
Keller Readshaw 
Kenney Reber 
LaOrotta Reinard 
Laughlin Rieger 
Lawless Roberts 
Lederer Robinson 
Leh Roebuck 
Lescovie Rohrcr 
Levdansky Rooney 
Lloyd Ross 
Lucyk Rubley 

Krebs Steelman 
Lynch Steil 

N O T  VOTING4 

Iosephs Myers 
Rirkland 

Sainato 
Santoni 
Sather 
Saylor 
Schroder 
Schuler 
Semmel 
Serafini 
, - ~ ~  

shaner 
Smith, B. 
Smith, S. H. 
Snyder, D. W. 
Staback 
Stairs 
Stem 
Stetler 
Stevenson 
Strimnaner 
Sturia 
s u m  
Taylor, E. 2. 
Taylor, J. 
Thomas 
Travaglio 
Trello 
TriCh 
True 
Vance 
Van Home 
Veon 
Walko 
Washineton 
~ a u g h -  
Williams, C. 
Wilt 
wogan 
Wojnaroski 
Wright, M. N. 
Yewcic 
Youngblood 
Zimmennan 
zug 

Ryan, 
Spe&er 

Tigue 
Vitali 

Williams, A. H. 

BILL ON THIRD CONSIDERATION 

The House proceeded to thud consideration of SB 494, PN 
1817, entitled: 

An Act amending the act of March 10, 1919 (P.L.30, No.14). entitled 
Public School Code of 1949. authorizing school districts to impose dress 
codes and require students to wear Zandard dress or uni6nns; and 
making an appropriation. 

On the question, 
Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration ? 

Mr. ITKIN offered the following amendment No. A2056: 

Amend Title, page 1, line 7, by striking out "AND MAKING AN 
APPROPRIATION." and inserting 
providing for a program of residential education for at-risk secondary 
students; establishing the Pennsylvania Residential Education Board and 
the Residential Education Support Fund; and making appropriations. 

Amend Bill, page 3, by inserting between lines 3 and 4 
Section 2. The act is amended by adding an iuticle to read: 

- . . ;* 
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120 days of the effectivedate of this act. 
Amend Sec. 2, page 3, line 4, by striking out "2." and inserting 

4. (a) 
Amend Sec. 2, page 3, by inserting between lines 7 and 8 
@) The sum of $3,000,000, or as much thereof as may be necessary, 

is hereby appropriated for the fiscal year July 1, 1998, to June 30, 1999, 
to the Pennsylvania Residential Education Board to administer the 
provisions of Article XVI-A of the act. 
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Mr. Speaker, this amendment was voted by the House some 
time ago, and at that time it passed nearly unanimously, and in the 
spirit of moving the process forward that we are workimg on today, 
1 would urge the members to support the amendment. 

JOURNAL - HOUSE APRIL 2 1 
education plan under the proposal, and possible sites could include 
former parochial schools, old military bases, and even hospitals. 

Plans would be submitted to a State residential education board 
for approval, like a charter school. The panel would also manage 
a residential education support fund, and this funii would finance 
the program by combining each child's existing school subsidy, a 
$3-million starmp allocation, charitable and foundation donations, 
and business contributions. And with about $10 million from all 
these sources combined, the residential education program could 
serve 540 Pennsylvania children. Let me make it clear that this 
program is designed to grow only as the funds become available. 

Now! who are the kids who benefit? Most critically, they are 
volunteers. A family's decision to send a child to residential school 
cannot be imposed by the courts or schools. They would consist of 
students in grades 7 through 12, and they would come from one of 
the State's poorest 167 school districts. They would live in 
neighborhoods where the violent crime rate is twice the national 
average, and their families must meet poverty guidelines. There 
are limits to ensure residential education's value. It is a guarantee 
that childreu who live in the worst educational environments but 
who badly want to learn will be schooled in safe, secure, nurturing 
settings. 

This amendment addresses a concern raised last year on the 
floor. Language restricting participation by special-needs children 
has been stricken, assuring residential education's compliance with 
both State and Federal laws. 

For at least a few children, residential education is a window to 
the future. It is anew option for kids who, quite frankly, have run 
out of options. 

I hope that this House will once again throw its support behind 
a new chance for the children of Pennsylvania, and I appreciate 
your anticipated positive support. 

Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman, Mr. 
Mr. BARLEY. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

On the question recurring, 
Will the House agree to the amendment? 

Amend Sec. 3, page 3, line 8, by striking out "3" and inserting 
5 I The following roll call was recorded: 

On the question, 
Will the House agree to the amendment? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Allegheny County, Mr. Itkin. 

Mr. ITKIN. Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. 
This House has already approved my voluntary residential 

education measure. Today I am seeking your support again as well 
as the Senate's. 

Residential education is sweeping the country. It is, in effect, a 
charter school plan for childreu whose educational options have 
been exhausted. School districts, community groups, existing 
residential schools, and businesses could formulate a residential 

Adolph 
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Armsmng 
Baker 
BaId 
Barley 
Barrar 
Battisto 
Belardi 
Belfanti 
Benninghoff 
Bimelin 
Bishop 
Blaum 
Boscola 

Egolf 
Evans 
Fairchild 
Fargo 
Feese 
Fichter 
Fleagle 
Flick 
Forcier 
Gannon 
Geist 
George 
Gigliotti 
Gladeck 
Godshall 
Gordner 

Maitland 
Major 
Manderino 
Markosek 
Mmico 
Masland 
Mayernik 
McCall 
McGeehan 
McGill 
Mcllhattan 
Mcllhinney 
McNaughton 
Melio 
Michlovic 
Micozie 

Sather 
Saylor 
Schroder 
Schuler 
Semmel 
Seniini 
Seyfert 
Shaner 
Smith, B. 
Smith, S. H. 
Snyder, D. W. 
Staback 
Stairs 
Steelman 
Steil 
Stem 
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Cawley 
Chadwick 
Civera 
Clark 
Clymer 
Cohen, L. 1. 
Cohen, M. 
Colafella 
Comell 
corpora 
comgan 
Cowell 
COY 
curry 
Daley 
Dally 
DeLuca 
Dempsey 
Dent 
Dennody 
DeWeese 
DiGimlamo 
Donahlcci 
Druce 
Eachus 

Boyes Gruiea Miller Stetler 
Bmwne ~ P P O  Mundy Stevenson 
Bunt Habay Myers Sbinmaner 
Butkovitz Haluska Nailor SNrla 
Buxton Hanna Nickol S m  
Caltagirone Harhai O'Brien Taylor, E. 2. 
Cappabianca Hamart Olasz Taylor, J. 
Cam * a ~  Oliver Thomas 
Casorio Hennessev Orie Tieue 

Herman Perzel 
Henhey Pesci 
Hers Peharca 
Honey Pehone 
Hutchinson Phillips 
Itkin P~PPY 
Jadlowiec Pistella 
James Plans 
Jamlin Preston 
Josephs Ramos 
Kaiser Raymond 
Keller Readshaw 
Kenney Reber 
Kirkland Reinard 
Krebs Rieger 
LaGrotta Roberts 
Laughlin Robinson 
Lawless Roebuck 
Lederer Rohrer 
Leh Rooney 
Lesmvitz Ross 
Levdansky Rubley 
Lloyd Sainato 
Lucyk Santoni 
Maher 

On the question, 
Will the House agree to the amendment? 

Colaiao Lynch 

NOT VOTING4 

~ i v a g l i o  
Trello 
Trich 
Tme 
Vance 
Van Home 
Veon 
Vitali 
Walk0 
Washington 
Waugh 
Williams, A. H. 
Williams, C. 
Wilt 
wogan 
Wojnaroski 
Wright, M. N. 
Yewcic 
Youngblood 
Zimmennan 
zug 

Ryan, 
Speaker 

The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Somerset County. 

Mr. LLOYD. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, this amendment is a bill which was approved 

earlier in the session by the House Education Committee. It would 
require the State Board of Education to promulgate regulations 
which are designed to protect the health and safety of students, 
teachers, and visitors to school buildings which are under 
construction while they are being used. 

Mr. Speaker, 1 would ask for an aftinnative vote. 
The SPEAKER The gentleman, Mr. Barley. 
Mr. BARLEY. Mr. Speaker, on this amendment as well, I agree 

with the amendment, and in the spirit of moving the process 
forward, I thii that members should vote for the amendment. 

On the question retuning, 
Will the House agree to the amendment? 

I The following roll call was recorded: 

Adolph Eachus Lynch Santoni 
Allen Egolf Maher Salher 
Argall Evans Maitland Saylor 
Armsfrong Fairchild Major Schroder 
Baker Fa~go Manderino Schuler 
Bard Feese Markosek Semmel 
Barlev Fichter Marsico Serafini 

Will thd ~ o u s e  agree to the bill on third consideration as BOYeS 

amended? Bmwne I Bunt 

Bebko-Jones Scrimenti Tangretti Tulli 

The majority having voted in the affiiative, the question was 
determined in the affirmative and the amendment was agreed to. 

On the question, 

~ ~~~~~~~ 

B- Fleagle  asl land Seyfen 
Battist0 Flick Mayemik Shaner 
Belardi Forcier McCall Smith, B. 
Belfanti Gannon McGeehan Smith, S. H: 
Benninghoff Geist McGill Snyder, D. W. 
Birmelin George McIlhattan Staback 
Bishop Giglioni Mcllhinney Stain 
Blaum Gladeck McNaughton Steelman 
Boscola Godshall Melio Steil 

Mr. LLOYD offered the following amendment No. A1862: 

Amend Title, page 1, line 5, by inserting after "thereto," " 
providing for construction, remodeling or alteration of 

- . . - -w Cohen, M. -- . . . . Cowell 
a i d  md COY 

cuny 

~ u t k o v i ~  
Buxto" 
Caltagirone 
Cappabianca 
Cam 
carone 

school buildings; 
Amend Sec. 1, page 1, lines I1  and 12, by striking out "a section" and 

inserting 
sections 

Amend Sec. 1, page 1, by inserting between lines 12 and 13 
-733.1.- 
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Readshaw 
Reber 
Reinard 
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Thomas 
Tigue 
Travaglio 
Trello 
TriCh 
True 
vance 
Van Home 
Veon 
Vitali 
Walko 
Washington 
Waugh 
Williams, A. H 
Williams, C. 
Wilt 
wogan 



854 LEGISLATIVE JOURNAL - HOUSE APRIL 21 
Daley 
Dally 
DeLuca 
Dempsey 
Dent 
Dermody 
DeWeese 
DiGirolamo 
Donatucci 
h u c e  

LaGrotta Rieger 
Laughlin Roberts 
Lawless Robinson 
Lederer Roebuck 
Leh Rohrer 
Lescovie Rooney 
Levdansky Ross 
Lloyd Rubley 
Lucyk Sainato 

Wojnamski 
Wright. M. N. 
Yewcic 
Youngblood 
Zimmerman 
zug 

Ryan, 
Speaker 

NOT VOTING4 

Bebko-Jones Scrimenti Tangretti Tulli 

The majority having voted in the a f f i a t i ve ,  the question was 
determined in the a f f i a t i v e  and the amendment was agreed to. 

On the question recurring, 
Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration as 

amended ? 

Mr. COHEN offered the following amendment No. A2070: 

Amend Title, page 1, line 7, by striking out "AN APPROPRIATION." 
and inserting 

appropriations. 
Amend Bill, page 3, by inserting between lines 7 and 8 
Section 3. The sum of $20,000,000, or as much thereof as may be 

necessary, is hereby appropriated to the Department of Education for the 
fiscal year July 1,1998, to June 30,1999, for grants to school districts for 
the purchase of textbooks. Payments to school districts shall be equal to 
an amount derived by multiplying the average daily membership of a 
school district by $21 times the market value personal income aid ratio of 
the school district. The Department of Education shall require that 
school districts provide an equitable share of the grant to the area 
vocational-technical schools which their students attend. 

Amend Sec. 3, page 3, line 8, by striking out "3" and inserting 
4 

On the question, 
Will the House agree to the amendment? 

The SPEAKER. On the question of the adoption of the 
Cohen amendment, the Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Philadelphia County. 

Mr. COHEN. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, this amendment is identical to one which the 

House unanimously passed last year but was not included in the 
conference report. The House passed it twice last year, actually - 

Appropriations Committee last September on how much each 
school district would receive under this amendment. 

Mr. Speaker, the need for this amendment is still great. 
Throughout the State of Pennsylvania, there is a strong tendency 
to defer textbook spending year after year because other needs - 
salaries, building maintenance, extracumcu1ar activities, and so 
forth - seem much more pressing. The result is that millions of our 
students have been forced to make do with textbooks that are many 
years out of date, and in extreme circumstances, several decades 
out of date. While this amendment will not totally or mostly pay 
for school textbooks in Pennsylvania, it will show the legislature 
is aware of the problem and wants students to have up-to-date 
textbooks. Hopefully the passage of this amendment will be 
followed by similar amendments for future years that will 
cumulatively address the textbook problem. 

Over the last year, I have received numerous letters of support 
from school districts all across the State from school 
superintendents and curriculum coordinators - from the Armstrong 
School District in Ford City; from the Hampton Township 
School District in Allison Park, Pennsylvania; from the Cony Area 
School District in COIT~; from the Philipsburg-Osceola Area 
School District; from the Forest Area School District; from the 
Dover Area School District; from the Clarion County Career 
Center; from the Admiral Peary vo-tech center; from the Forest 
Hills School District in Sidman, PA; from the Hopewell Area 
School District in Aliquippa; from the Philadelphia School 
District, and other letters and phone calls from school districts and 
school district leaders across the State. Cumculum coord'mators 
have written to me saying what a difficult job it is to convince 
school boards to give priority to updating school textbooks. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask the members again to support the upgrading 
of school textbooks in every school district of the State by passing 
this language to this bill. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman, Mr. Barley. 
Mr. BARLEY. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, on this amendment, there are certain aspects of the 

amendment that I am not in agTeement with. However, as I have 
indicated earlier, in the spirit of moving the process forward today, 
I intend to vote for the amendment. 

On the question recurring, 
Will the House agree to the amendment? 

The following roll call was recorded: 

Adolph Eachus Lynch Santoni 
Alien Egolf Maher Sather 
Argall Evans Maitland Saylor 
Amstrong Fairchild Major Schroder 
Baker F m o  Manderino Schuler 

amendment to HB 601; 
This amendment appropriates $20 million to the school districts 

for the vurchase of new textbooks. The monev is distributed under 

the first time as a budget ameidment and the second time as an 

the formula of multiplying the school district's average daily 
membership by the product of 21.25 times the school district's 
market valuelpersonal income aid ratio. Earlier this month I sent 
the members a printout generated by the House Republican 
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Belardi Forcier McCall Smith, B. 
Beifanti Ggnon McGeehan Smith. S. H. 
Benninghoff Geist McGill Snyder, D W 
Birmeiin George Mcllhattan Staback 
Bishop Gigliani Mcllhinney Stairs 
Blaum Gladeck McNaughton Steelman 
Boscola Godshali Melio Steii 



Boyes 
Browne 
Bunt 
Butkovitz 
Buxton 
Caltagimne 
Cappabianca 
Cam 
Casorio 
Cawley 
Chadwick 
Civera 
Clark 
Clymer 
Cohen, L. I. 
Cohen, M. 
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COlaiuO 
Comell 
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wogan 
Wojnaroski 
Wrighr M. N. 
Yewcic 
Youngblood 
Zimmerman 
zug 

Michlovic Stem 
Micouie Stetler 
Miller Stevenson 
Mundy Strimnatter 
Myen Sturla 
Nailor Surra 
Nickol Taylor, E. Z. 
O'Brien Taylor, 1. 
Olasz Thomas 
Oliver Tigue 
Orie Travaglio 
Perzel Trello 
Pesci Trich 
P e m c a  True 
Pemne Vance 
Phillips Van Home 
P~PPY Veon 
Pistella Vitaii 
Plam Walko 
Preston Washington 
Ramos Waugh 
Raymond Williams, A. H. 
Readshaw Williams, C. 
Reber Wilt 

Ryan, 
Speaker 
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Bebko-Jones Scrimenti Tangreni Tulli 

The majority having vo ted  in the affmative, the question was 
determined in the affmative and the amendment  was agreed to. 

On the question recurring, 
Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration as 

amended ? 

Mr. GEORGE offered the following amendment No. A2109: 

Amend Title, page 1, line 5, by inserting after "thereto," " 

providing for grants and loans to certain school 
districts; establishing the School District Investment 
Grant and Loan Fund; 

Amend Title, page 1, line 7, by W i n g  out "AN APPROPRIATION" 
and inserting 

appropriations 
Amend Sec. 1, page 1, lines 11 and 12, by striking out "a" in line 11, 

all of line 12 and inserting 
sections to read: 

to he 
School- 
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m a n d u n e x o e n d e d e  1 there is no fiscal note, this House cannot entertain, without a 

Mr. GEORGE. Mr. Speaker? Mr. Speaker? 
The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman yield. 

G m e E u h i  . . 

-hedim 
nP'meanSeDepabment  af 

Commonwealth. 
'he 

" 9, - M P  

On the question, 
Will the House agree to the amendment? 

The SPEAKER On the question of the adoption of the George 
amendment, does the gentleman, Mr. Perzel, seek recognition? 

Mr. PERZEL. Yes, Mr. Speaker. I saw the amendment, but I 
did not see the fiscal note that is required under our rules. Does the 
gentleman have that with him ? 

The SPEAKER. Mr. George? 
Mr. GEORGE. The request has been made, but we have not 

received it yet. 
Mr. PERZEL. Could I interrogate the Appropriations chairman 

just for one moment, Mr. Speaker? 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman, Mr. Barley, indicates he will 

stand for interrogation, I guess. 
Mr. PERZEL. Mr. Speaker, has there been any request for a 

fiscal note for this amendment? 
MOTION TO SUSPEND RULES 

suspension of the rules, this particular set of amendments. 
Mr. GEORGE. Well, then, again, Mr. Speaker- 
The SPEAKER. Mr. Cohen seeks recognition. 
I am not going to debate this point, Mr. George; please. 
Mr. GEORGE. I am not going to debate it either. 
The SPEAKER. Mr. Cohen has been recognized. 

PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRY 

Mr. COHEN. Point of p a r l i a m e n t ~  inquiry, Mr. Speaker. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state his point of 

parliamentary i n q u b .  
Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, should not the motion to suspend 

the rules for consideration of this bill include the suspension of the 
requirement for a fiscal note? 

The SPEAKER. They did not. They could have; they did not. 
The motion could have been for only one amendment, but it did 
not. It included the amendments which included Mr. George's, but 
it did not include fiscal notes, a waiver of fiscal notes. 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, would I be in order now to move to 
suspend the rules ? 

The SPEAKER. That is a proper motion. 

Mr. GEORGE. Listen, I donot want him insisting that I would 
tell you a lie. That is not proper. In 24 years I have never done 
anything improper, and I take that as a personal offense that he 
would doubt my veracity. Of course, he has had a lot of experience 
doing that. 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman, Mr. George, please yield. 
Mr. Barley, is there a fiscal note available? 
Mr. BARLEY. Mr. Speaker, there is not a fiscal note available, 

and I certainly would not accuse the gentleman of misstating. The 
situation, though, as it exists presently is such that we are not in 
receipt of the request. So there has not been arequest of our office 
for a fiscal note. Again, I do not have one, and I checked my book. 
I do not have one in the book. 

Mr. GEORGE. Mr. Speaker? 
The SPEAKER. Mr. George. 
Mr. GEORGE. I guess I cannot apologize for interoffice mail, 

but if we want to be fair about this matter, Mr. Speaker, the bill 
insists on $100 million. That ought to be a fiscal note enough. That 
is what the bill says - $100 million. That is the most that can be 
appropriated for this program as a loan to these schools. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I do not want to get into a long delay 
on this. I am a legislator from the rural area. I have stood up in 
24 years and never have gone against an investment or a sum of 
moneys to go to Philadelphia or Pittsburgh or any other school 
district. I have been right there when I needed it. It is not a matter 
of partisanship; it is not a matter of politics. It is a matter of 
coming down here to help a segment of your society that needs 
help. 

The SPEAKER. Mr. George, Mr. George, a lot of what you say, 
I am sure, is completely true and very accurate, but the fact 
remains, our rules require a fiscal note on certain matters and this 
happens to be one ofthem, and apparently, there is none. Now, if 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman, Mr. Cohen, is recognized. 
Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, I move that the rules of this House 

be suspended to permit the consideration of the George 
amendment, being amendment NO. A2109, to be considered 
without the need for a fiscal note, which is required by the rules. 

On the question, 
Will the House agree to the motion? 

The SPEAKER. On that question, the gentleman, 
Mr. DeWeese, presumably waives his right to debate in favor of 
the gentleman, Mr. Cohen. The gentleman, Mr. Cohen, is 
recognized. 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, this bill came out of the 
Appropriations Committee late yesterday. There was very little 
time to prepare amendments. There was very little time to get 
fiscal notes. We voted to suspend the rules so this bill could be 
considered. It was not only considered a day early; it was 
considered at the beginning of business today. It was considered 
out of order today. 

I think the reasonable thing to do to help Mr. George and to 
ensure fairness in this process is to vote to suspend the rules so that 
either Mr. George can get a fiscal note or we can suspend the need 
for a fiscal note. Mr. George is well familiar with what the costs 
are. Mr. George could clearly answer any questions, if it is 
necessary to do that. 

Suspendimg the rules will, in Mr. Barley's phrase which he used 
twice in supporting amendments to this bill, will speed the process 
along. It is not quite clear what the Senate will do with these 
amendments. It is not quite clear what the opinion of the House 
conferees will be. I gathered from Mr. Barley's endorsement of 
both my amendment and Mr. Itkin's amendment in the name of 
speeding the process along that there is a less than total 
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commitment to adopt either the Itkin amendment or the Cohen 
amendment word for word, and I t h i i  Mr. George should get the 
same courtesy. 

I would strongly urge in the interest of fairness to all members 
that we suspend the rules. 

The SPEAKER. On the question of suspension of the rules, the 
Chair recognizes the majority leader, Mr. Perzel. 

Mr. PERZEL. The previous members mentioned by 
Representative Cohen had fiscal notes, and we had copies 
supplied. 

Mr. Speaker, there is no fiscal note to this particular amendment 
at this point in time, so I would oppose the motion to suspend the 
rules and ask the members to join me doing that, Mr. Speaker. 

The SPEAKER. On the question- 
Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, I am glad to know that we had a 

fiscal note. I know that we requested a fiscal note. I know it was 
easy to prepare a f ~ c a l  note, because this identical amendment has 
been voted on before. I am not aware that this identical George 
amendment has been voted on before. It takes time. If this 
amendment had been called up in a normal sequence, there would 
be no problem for Mr. George obtaining a fiscal note. 

Again, I think it is in the interest of fairness to Mr. George and 
fairness to all members of the House that we support this. The goal 
of fairness is sometimes widely applauded on the other side of the 
aisle. I would hope this would be another instance in which the 
goal of fairness would be advocated by all those on the other side 
of the aisle. 

Again I urge support of suspending the rules so Mr. George can 
present his amendment. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 

On the question recurring, 
Will the House agree to the motion? 

The following roll call was recorded: 

Battisto Donahlcci Levdansky Rooney 
Belardi Eachus Lloyd Sainato 
Belfanti Evans Lucyk Santoni 
Benninehoff Georee Manderino Sather 
Bishop- 
Blaum 
Boscola 
Butkovitz 
Buxton 
Callagirone 
Cappabianca 
Cam 
Casorio 
Cawley 
Cohen, M. 
Colafella 
Colaiuo 
Corpora 
corrigan 
Cowell 
COY 
curry 
Daley 
Dally 
DeLuca 
Dermody 
DeWeese 

Gigli&i 
Gladeck 
Gordner 
GmiQa 
h P P 0  
Habay 
Haluska 
Hanna 
Harhai 
Horsey 
Itkin 
James 
Jarolin 
Josephs 
Kaiser 
Keller 
Kirkland 
LaGrona 
Laughlin 
Lawless 
Lederer 
Leh 
LescoviU 

Markosek 
Mayernik 
McCall 
McGeehan 
Melio 
Michlovic 
Mundy 
Myen 
Olasz 
Oliver 
Pesci 
Petrarca 
Petmne 
Pistella 
Preston 
Ramos 
Readshaw 
Reber 
Rieger 
Robens 
Robinson 
Roebuck 
Rohrer 

Shaner 
Staback 
Slain 
Steelman 
Stetler 
Sturla 
s u m  
Thomas 
Tigue 
Travaslio 
Trello 
Trich 
Van Home 
Veon 
Vitali 
Walko 
Washington 
Williams, A. H 
Williams, C. 
Wojnaroski 
Yewcic 
Youngblood 
zug 

Adolph 
Allen 
Argall 
Armstrong 
Baker 
Bard 
Barley 
B m  
Bimelin 
Boyes 
Browne 
Bunt 
Carone 
Chadwick 
Civera 
Clark 
Clymer 
Cohen, L. I. 
Cornell 
Dempsey 
Dent 
DiGimlamo 
h u c e  

Egolf 
Fairchild 
Fargo 
Feese 
Fichter 
Fleagle 
Flick 
Foxier 
Cannon 
Geist 
Godshall 
Harhart 
Hasay 
Hennessey 
Herman 
Henhey 
Hess 
Hutchinson 
Iadlowiec 
Kenney 
Krebs 
Lynch 
Maher 

Maitland 
Major 
Marsico 
Masland 
McGill 
McIlhattan 
Mcllhinney 
McNaughton 
Micoaie 
Miller 
Nailor 
Nickol 
O'Brien 
Orie 
Petzel 
Phillips 
P~PPY 
Plans 
Raymond 
Reinard 
Ross 
Rubley 
Saylor 

NOT VOTING-l 

Schroder 
Schuler 
Semmel 
Serafini 
Seyfert 
Smith, B. 
Smith, S. H. 
Snyder, D. W. 
Steil 
Stem 
Stevenson 
Strimnatler 
Taylor, J. 
Tme 
Vance 
Waugh 
Wilt 
wogan 
Wright, M. N. 
Zimmetman 

Ryan, 
Speaker 

Taylor, E. Z 

Bebko-Jones Scrimenti Tangreui Tulli 

Less than a majority of the members required by the rules 
having voted in the affirmative, the question was determined in the 
negative and the motion was not agreed to. 

On the question recurring, 
Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration as 

amended ? 
Bill as amended was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER. This bill has been considered on three different 
days and agreed to and is now on final passage. 

The question is, shall the bill pass finally? 

MOTION TO PLACE BILL ON 
FINAL PASSAGE POSTPONED CALENDAR 

The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the gentleman, 
Mr. George, on fmal passage. 

Mr. GEORGE. 1 guess now it would not be appropriate. I 
attempted to stand and get your attention to see whether not only 
parliamentarily but as a courtesy that we could go over this bill for 
a few hours, since we are going to be here late tonight. It will be 
then proven, Mr. Speaker, that the fiscal note was applied for. I am 
not going to get into a debate with you. The bill says $100 million. 
Since the rank and file did not consider it to be important enough 
to give me that courtesy, 1 am going to have to try to see whether 
parliamentarily I should receive that courtesy by going over this 
bill until the fiscal note is received, since that is the only reason. 

So I do move, Mr. Speaker, and hopefully you will accept that 
we go over that bill till sometime this afternoon. 
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Mr. GEORGE. The fiscal note is received. I run it. 
The SPEAKER. -until the fiscal note is prepared in the p.m. I am simply asking to stick with us to show that we care about 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman, Mr. George, moves that the 
House postpone consideration of this bill until- 

of this day. 

make any difference; we have lost everything down here; we have 
just lost it all. So if they do not want to run it, they do not have to 

On the question, 
Will the House agree to the motion ? 

The SPEAKER On that question, the gentleman, Mr. Perzel. 
Mr. PERZEL. Mr. Speaker, everyone else that had an 

amendment drawn up had the fiscal note that was required in order 
to be able to put it toward this bill. 

No, we do not intend to be here late at night. That is not how 
we have tried to operate the House. We have tried to have 
everything done in the light of day. 

At this point in time, I would ask the members not to postpone 
a vote on this Senate bill. It is needed as part of the process. There 
will be other bills to be voted on: HB 601 will be cominz hack - 
fiom the Senate. At that point in time, Mr. George can offer an 
amendment to that. 

The SPEAKER. On the question, Mr. Cohen. 
Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, I would support the motion to 

postpone. It is 12:lO in the afternoon. We have plenty of time left 
today. There are 108 members of the House who voted to suspend 
the rules so Mr. George could present his amendment without a 
fiscal note. Mr. George will now have a fiscal note. 

I would hope, Mr. Speaker, there is no great urgency in this bill. 
There are obviously going to he negotiations with the Senate over 
this bill. Mr. Barley clearly implied that the amendments that were 
presented will at the very least not automatically be accepted by 
the Senate. There will at least be negotiations. There is no urgent 
rush for this bill to pass at 12:lO on Tuesday afternoon. 

I would urge that the same 108 people who voted to suspend the 
rules so that Mr. George could present this without a fiscal note 
would give Mr. George now the courtesy of time to get a fiscal 
note, and we can expeditiously proceed on this bill, including the 
George amendment. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman fiom Elk, Mr. Surra. 
Mr. SURRA. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, we have the time. We have the time to delay this 

bill for an hour or two to help many school districts in 
Pennsylvania, and Representative George has been trying to push 
this issue. As you are aware, many districts on both sides of the 
aisle stand to lose millions of dollars. This amendment would 
allow them to have a no-interest, t emporq  loan program to help 
keep their properly taxes from rising, to make up that loss, and I 
think it is ridiculous to push this bill through like we are and not 
allow Representative George an hour or two to get a fiscal note, 
which he has requested, and I would ask all the members to give 
an affirmative vote. Thank you. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman, Mr. George, for the second 
time on the question. 

Mr. GEORGE. Mr. Speaker, I apologize to you, to the 
membership. I am not asking for any special privilege. We did 
apply for a fiscal note. From the time the debate started, we 
delivered one to Mr. Barley's office. If in fact that we cannot give 
these 54 schools a couple of hours where maybe the better of our 
minds and the better of our conscience can deal, then it does not 

I people. 

On the question recurring, 
Will the House agree to the motion? 

The following roll call was recorded: 

Banisto 
Belardi 
Belfanti 
Bishop 
Blaum 
Boscala 
Butkovik 
Buxton 
Caltagirone 
Cappabianca 
Cam 
Carone 
casorio 
Cawley 
Cohen, M. 
Colafella 
C0laivo 
corpora 
Cowell 
COY 
curry 
Daley 
DeLuca 
Dermody 
DeWeese 

Adoloh 

Baker 
Bard 
Barley 
Barrar 
Benninghoff 
Birmelin 
Boyes 
Browne 
Bunt 
Chadwick 
Civera 
Clark 
Clymer 
Cohen, L. I. 
Come11 
Dally 
Dempsey 
Dent 
DiGirolamo 
Druce 
Egolf 
Fairchild 

Donatucci Lucyk 
Eachus Manderina 
Evans Markosek 
George Mayemik 
GiglioUi McCall 
Gordner McGeehan 
Gruitza Melio 
~ P P O  Michlovic 
Haluska Mundy 
Hanna Myers 
Harhai Olasz 
Honey Oliver 
ltkin Pesci 
James Petrarca 
larolin Petrone 
losephs Pistella 
Kaiser Preston 
Keller Ramos 
Kirkland Readshaw 
LaGrotta Reber 
Laughlin Rieger 
Lederer Robens 
Lescovltz Robinson 
Levdansky Roebuck 
Lloyd 

Fargo Major 
Feese Marsico 
Fichter Masland 
Fleagle McGill 
Flick Mcllhanan 
Forcier McIlhinney 
Gannon McNaughton 
Gelst Mlcouie 
Gladeck Miller 
Godshall Nailor 
Habay Nlckol 
HarhM O'Brien 
Hasay Orie 
Hennessey Perzel 
Herman Phillips 
Henhey P~PPY 
Hess Plans 
Hutchinson Raymond 
ladlowiec Reinard 
Kenney Rohrer 
Krebs Ross 
Lawless Rubley 
Leh Sather 
Lynch Saylor 
Maher Schroder 
Maltland 

NOT VOTING-1 

Rooney 
Salnato 
Santoni 
Shaner 
Staback 
Steelman 
Stetler 
Sturla 
Surra 
Thomas 
Tigue 
Travaglio 
Trello 
TriCh 
Van Home 
Veon 
Vitali 
Walk0 
Washington 
Williams, A. H. 
Williams, C. 
Wojnamski 
Yewclc 
Youngblood 

Schuler 
Semmel 
Seratini 
Seyfert 
Smith, B. 
Smith, S. H. 
Snyder, D. W. 
Stairs 
Steil 
Stem 
Stevenson 
Shinmatter 
Taylor, E. Z. 
Taylor, I. 
True 
Vance 
Waugh 
Wilt 
Wogan 
Wright, M. N. 
Zimmerman 
zug 

Ryan. 
Speaker 
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On the question recurring, 
Shall the bill pass finally? 

EXCUSED-4 

Bebko-Jones Scrimenti Tangreni Tulli 

Less than the majority having voted in the affumative, the 
question was determined in the negative and the motion was not 
agreed to. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman, Mr. Cohen, on the question of 
fmal passage. Do you seek recognition on that question? 

Mr. COHEN. Yes. 
Mr. Speaker, this bill deals now with school uniforms, with 

residential schools and school textbooks. The school uniforms 
provision of this hill includes Mr. Sturla's excellent amendment, 
providing $3 million for low-income people in school districts for 
the first year to get school uniforms, and under Mr. Sturla's 
provision, the school districts can set up a school uniform bank if 
they wish to have school uniforms. Mr. Sturla's amendment makes 
this bill much more palatable for me, and I commend him for 
getting that language into the bill in the Education Committee. I 
commend the Education Committee for supporting the language. 

I still believe, however, and I hope that when the Senate 
carefully looks at the language, I still believe that the mandating 
of school uniforms without an exemption of a parent or child who 
strongly objects to school uniforms, without an exemption, we are 
just creating a battlefield here that will be very d i s~pt ive  to 
education. The group in which school uniforms is the least popular 
is students in the schools. The second group among which school 
uniforms is the least popular are parents of students in the schools. 
Among people who are not students and not parents, school 
uniforms are very popular, but among the people who are most 
directly affected by the idea of school uniforms in schools, there 
are substantial areas of disagreement. 

The Pennsylvania School Reform Network recently sent 
out a mailing to all of us including their views on education. The 
School Reform Network is very critical of school uniforms as a 
cure. There have been numerous newspaper editorials against 
school uniforms in the schools. In New York City, where school 
uniforms are now being pushed through, there have been a lot of 
community protests. 

I think the belief of many members of this House that this is 
going to be a bland public policy which everybody will get behind 
once it is enacted is totally wrong. I think it is going to be an area 
of great conflict in those districts which choose to exercise the 
option that we are giving them. 

Because of the amendments that are in this bill, I support this 
bill, but I would hope that there would be further reworking of it 
when the conference committee gets around to reworking it and 
there would be an exemption in this bill, as many other districts 
with school uniforms have, for those parents and those students 
who for one reason or another feel very strongly that they do not 
wish to participate in this program. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman, Mr. Sainato. 

Mr. SAINATO. Mr. Speaker, I would like to question someone 
who is knowledgeable on this bill -either the prime sponsor or the 
chairman of the committee that the bill came from. 

The SPEAKER. Well, this is a Senate bill. Is there a member of 
perhaps the Education Committee that will stand for interrogation 
on this bill? 

The gentleman, Mr. Stairs, indicates that he will stand for 
interrogation. You may begin. 

M~.SAINATO. Mr. Speaker, my first question is, who is going 
to pay for these uniforms? 

Mr. STAIRS. The parents, unless it is paid for by the school 
district. 

Mr. SAINATO. But will the taxpayers, the parents, have to buy 
these uniforms, or will the local school district have to provide 
money to buy these uniforms? 

Mr. STAIRS. The local board will make that decision, and 
either they will pay for it or the parents will pay for it, but one or 
the other. It depends upon the local decision. 

Mr. SAINATO. Okay. 
What happens if a parent says, no, I do not want my child to 

wear a uniform ? 
Mr. STAIRS. Well, this is not a State mandate, so the local 

board will have to police this. If the local board makes this 
decision, they should be aware of being able to enforce it. So the 
local school district will be the one that initiates this, and they will 
have to be able to follow through if there are difficulties along the 
way and figure out the solution to those problems. 

Mr. SAINATO. So what we are saying is that this is basically 
allowing the local school boards to make this decision. 

Mr. STAIRS. Yes. Yes; that is true. 
Mr. SAINATO. Okay. 
Second, right now, under State law, do we allow local school 

districts to have a dress code ? 
Mr. STAIRS. At the present time, they are allowed to have a 

dress code, yes. 
Mr. SAINATO. Okay. 
What really is the purpose of this bill then? 
Mr. STAIRS. This is a good question you ask, why do we need 

this? This will certainly encourage districts to do this. It does not 
require them, but with the enacting of a statute, it might encourage 
them if they are so inclined. 

Mr. SAINATO. So it is going to be up to the local school 
districts to make this decision, it is going to be up to the local 
school districts to do this, but the enforcement would be the local 
school districts. 

Mr. Speaker, all these decisions are made by the local school 
districts. 

Mr. STAIRS. Would you repeat that, please? 
Mr. SAINATO. All these decisions would be made by the 

school board and the local school districts. 
Mr. STAIRS. If they opt, yes. They have that option to do that, 

yes. 
Mr. SAINATO. But if they opt not to do this, there would be no 

change. 

I 
Mr. STAIRS. It would be like it is right now. It would not 

change; yeah. ' Mr. SAINATO. Okay 

I Thank you for your answers. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman, Mr. Sainato 
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Mr. SAINATO. Mr. Speaker, this is one of those types of issues 

I will have to agree with my prior speaker, the gentleman from 
Philadelphia. There are some good amendments put in here. When 
we get into the question of dress codes, we are basically giving this 
authority to the local school boards for them to make these 
decisions. But I think we are opening a can of worms here, because 
this is not one of those cut-anddry issues. This is not an issue that, 
as the previous speaker said, we can do this and all the kids are 
going to put their uniforms on, they are going to be good little 
boys and girls, and they are going to go to school. I think we can 
have some real serious problems with this. 

I am fortunate; I go into my schools. I do grades 4,8, and 12 in 
all my school districts, which they do not have uniforms, and that 
is usually a question that comes up, and I have not seen any 
problems in my school district. Maybe I am fortunate in Lawrence 
County that we do not have problems that they do in Philadelphia 
schools or some of the bigger-city schools, where they have the 
problems with the gangs and they have the problems with the 
colors, they have the problems with that. 

I just thihk we have to be very, very careful when we do 
something like this, because you get back to the cost of uniforms. 
Who is going to bear the cost? Is it going to be the taxpayers ? Is 
it going to be the parents? You get into the problems of when a 
parent says, no, I do not want to be forced to go out there and buy 
additional clothimg. I mean, these are serious questions, and I think 
if we pass this bill - which I think is going to happen -these 
questions are going to have to be addressed at the local level, and 
I think we are going to be having some problems. 

So I think we should look at this thing very carefully. I 
probably will vote for final passage only because of the 
amendments. I do not think it should be mandatory. I think there 
should be some outlets here if a parent says, absolutely not, I do 
not want my child to have to wear the uniform, or I cannot afford 
to buy it. I know the Sturla amendment gives some money for 
some poor kids for 1 year, but what happens after that year? How 
much do these uniforms cost, and who is going to pay for it in the 
final product ? 

So I t h i i  this is a bill that we really have to look at real 
seriously, and hopefully, if it goes to the Senate, they can sort of 
take out some of these provisions, especially the mandatory 
provision, because sometimes we create more problems that are 
out there than are actually needed. If we have a problem with 
gangs, if we have a problem with colors, we should address that 
issue. But I mean, by voting for something l i e  this, everyone is 
going to leave here today and we are going to all feel good that we 
have solved all the problems in the schools and all the kids are 
going to behave and everything is going to be fine, but this is like 
putting a Band-Aid on a bullet wound. We have serious problems 
in our school districts, and we have serious problems with violence 
and guns and drugs and those types of issues, so by thinking by 
passing a bill like this that we are solving all those problems and 
everything is going to be fine, let us not be mistaken. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 
The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Allegheny County, 

Mr. Preston. 
Mr. PRESTON. Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. 
The issue, I guess, about uniforms and having a 15-year-old 

who has been in systems where they have uniforms and also has 
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been in systems where they do not have uniforms, I can rmly 
testify that uniforms, to me, were cheaper, much more efficient, 
and worked a lot better. 

I am still trying to figure out why we are the only modem 
nation in the world where our public school systems do not use 
uniforms; the only modem country in the world where our public 
school systems do not use uniforms, whether it is England, 
whether it is Japan, and let us look- I mean, there are problems 
with our educational system, and it is not about gangs; it is not just 
about colors and different things like this. It just eliminates a 
particular type of questions. 

Also, we have dress codes within this own House. Our pages 
have different dress codes. The different staff have different dress 
codes. We need to come into the modem world. This is just a 
variable that I thimk we need to work on. 

And with all due respect, there was a lady and a Representative 
as far as Ruth Harper, who stood in this House for 16 years, who 
continuously, always raised this issue about dress. It was not the 
Governor; it was not other members here today. It was 
Representative Ruth Harper, a Democrat from Philadelphia, who 
always tried to raise this issue. And is it not amazing how all of a 
sudden we decide to see the light? In 16, 18 years, we decide to 
see the light. 

I really fmd it hard to imagine that we are going to argue over 
such a minimal issue. It is cost effective. It is an issue of choice. 
All the other countries that have better educational systems and 
can prove it as far as the scores are concerned, they are doing it. 
Maybe we should follow those people who are doing a better job 
and we should go ahead and do it just as well and just get this issue 
behind us so that we can also go on about good quality education 
in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 

With all due respect and with honor to Ruth Harper, I think that 
this is a bill whose time has fmally come, and I would suggest that 
we pass this. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 
The gentleman, Mr. Cowell. 
Mr. COWELL. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, in the conversation or question-and-answer 

session involving Representative Sainato and Representative 
Stairs, there may have been a wrong impression left, and I would 
want to clarify that. 

First, this legislation will make a difference. There is currently 
in law a prohibition against school districts or schools being 
allowed to impose a dress code or a uniform code. That is not 
found in statute; it is found in regulation. But this legislation will 
have the effect of removing that regulatory prohibition. So we 
ought not to be confused. This legislation is important, and it does 
make a difference, and I do support it. 

Secondly, on the cost issue, as has been suggested, the cost will 
primarily be incurred by parents, but so many of us have heard 
from parents all over the State that they support this because it will 
be less expensive to provide uniforms for their kids than a lot of 
the other more expensive clothing that so often 1s the rage in 
schools and school dishicts all over the Commonwealth. So this 
does not necessarily in any way mean that there is some additional 
or extraordinary cost that parents will incur, and in fact, many 
continue to argue, many school districts and school administrators 
argue, that this will have a beneficial impact financially on families 
that they serve, because parents will no longer feel the pressure or 
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Shall the bill pass fmall;? 
The SPEAKER. Agreeable to the provisions of the Constitution, 

the yeas and nays will now be taken. 

the compulsion to buy their kids the most fancy ternis shoes or the 
most fancy whatever it happens to be that is popular or faddish at 
that particular moment. So this will not necessarily cause parents 
any particular undue fmancial burden, and because of 
Representative Sturla's amendment, for those fmancially 
disadvantaged families, there is some very appropriate assistance 
that would be provided. 

But the bottom l ie :  This is a way of restoring local control on 
this k i d  of issue to school districts and school building 
administrators, and we ought to do it, and I urge we support the 
bill. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

Adolph 
Allen 
h a l l  
Annsvong 
Baker 
Bard 
Barley 
BanaI 
Banisto 
Belardi 
Belfanti 
Benninghoff 
Birmelin 
Bishop 
Blaum 
Boscola 
Boyes 
Browne 
Bunt 
Butkovitz 
Buxton 
Caltagirone 
Cappabianca 
Cam 
Carone 
casorio 

NAYS-:! 

Yewcic 

NOT VOTING-I 

Roebuck 

EXCUSED4 

Bebko-Jones Scrimenti Tangretti Tulli 

Cawley 
Chadwick 
Civera 
Clark 
Clymer 
Cohen, L. I. 
Cohen, M. 
Colafella 
Colaiuo 
Come11 
Cornora 
cokgan 
Cowell 
COY 
curry 
Daley 
Dally 
DeLuca 
Dempsey 
Dent 
Dermody 
DeWeese 
DiGirolamo 
DonaNcci 

DNE 
Eachus 
Egolf 
Evans 
Fairchild 
Fargo 
Feese 
Fichter 
Fleagle 
Flick 
Forcier 
Gannon 
Geist 
George 
Giglioni 
Gladeck 
Godshall 
Gordner 
Gruiha 
GNPPO 
Habay 
Haluska 
Hanna 
Harhai 
Harhart 
Hasav 
~eniessey 
Herman 
Hershey 
Hess 
Honey 
Hutchinson 
ltkin 
Jadlowiec 
James 
Iarolin 
Joseohs 
~ a i s k r  
Keller 
Kenney 
Kirkland 
Krebs 
LaGrotta 
Laughlin 
Lawless 
Lederer 
Leh 
Lescovitz 
Levdansky 
Lloyd 

Lucvk 
~ y n c h  
Maher 
Maitland 
Major 
Manderino 
Markosek 
Marsic0 
Masland 
Mayernik 
McCall 
McGeehan 
M a i l l  
Mcllhattan 
Mcllhinney 
McNaughton 
Melio 
Michlovic 
Micozzie 
Miller 
Mundy 
Myen 
Nailor 
Nick01 
O'Brien 
Olasz 
Oliver 
One 
Petzel 
Pesci 
Peharca 
Petrone 
Phillips 
P~PPY 
Pistella 
Plans 
Preston 

Sainato 
Santoni 
Sather 
Saylor 
Schmder 
Schuler 
Semmel 
Serafini 
Seyfert 
Shaner 
Smith, B. 
Smith, S. H. 
Snyder, D. W 
Staback 
Stain 
Steelman 
Steil 
Stem 
Stetler 
Strimnatter 
SNrla 
Surra 
Taylor, E. 2. 
Taylor, I. 
Thomas 
Time 
~Gvagl io  
Trello 
Trich 
True 
Vance 
Van Home 
Veon 
Vitali 
Walk0 
Washington 
Waneh 

~ a m o s  ~ i l l i m s ,  A. H. 
Raymond Williams, C. 
Readshaw Wilt 
Reber Wogan 
Reinard Wojnaroski 
Rieger Wright, M. N. 
Roberts Youngblood 
Robinson Zimmerman 
Rohrer Zug 
Rooney 
ROSS Ryan, 
Rubley Speaker 

The majority required by the Constitution having voted in the 
afiinnative, the question was detemined in the f i rnat ive and the 
bill passed finally. 

Ordered, That the clerk return the same to the Senate with the 
information that the House has passed the same with amendment 
in which the concurrence of the Senate is requested. 

GUESTS INTRODUCED 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is pleased to welcome to the hall of 
the House today, as the guests of the Democratic leader, 
Mr. DeWeese, Ron DeSalvo, a Luzerne Township supervisor, 
and Harold Whyel, a municipal services officer of PennDOT 
District 12. Would these gentlemen please rise. 

Here today as the guest of Representatives Vitali and Flick is 
Michelle Vaugn, seated to the left of the Speaker. Would the guest 
please rise. 

Here today as the guests of Representatives of Beaver County, 
the Chair welcomes Albert Cafielli and Robert Heine. They are 
leaders of the International Brotherhood of Boilermakers and 
Iron Shipbuilders. Would these gentlemen please rise. They are 
here to the left of the Speaker. 

BILLS ON THIRD CONSIDERATION 

BILL PASSED OVER TEMPORARILY 

The SPEAKER. The Chair turns to page 6 of today's calendar. 
HI3 2400 is over temporarily. 

BILLS PASSED OVER 

The SPEAKER. All the other bills on page 6 are over 
All the bills on page 7 are over. 

BILL PASSED OVER TEMPORARILY 

The SPEAKER. Page 8. SB 669 is over temporarily. 
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I Dermody Leh Rooney Zue 

* * * 

BILLS PASSED OVER 

The SPEAKER. HB 591 is over. 
SB 5 is over. 

Dally LaCrona Rieger Wright, M. N. 
DeLuca Laughlin Roberts Yewcic 
Dempsey Lawless Robinson Youngblood 
Dent Lederer Rohrer Zimmerman 

The House proceeded to third consideration of SB 506, PN 533, 
entitled: 

An Act amending the act of June 23, 193 1 (P.L.932, No.3 17), entitled 
TheThirdClass City Code, defining delinquent local taxes as thirty days 
after the final deadline for paying the taxes. 

. -- --- 

Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration? 
Bill was agreed to. 

On the auestion. 

~ e ~ e e s e  
- 

Lescovitz Ross 
DiGirolamo Levdansky Rnbley Ryan, 
Donatucci Lloyd Sainato Speakel 

I 

NOT VOTING-1 

Roebuck 

EXCUSED-4 

BebkoJones Scrimenti Tangretti Tulli 

The majority required by the Constitution having voted in the 
affumative, the ouestion was determined in the a h a t i v e  and the 

nays will now be taken. 

The SPEAKER This bill has been considered on three different 
days and agreed to and is now on fmal passage. 

The question is, shall the bill pass finally? 
Agreeable to the provisions of the Constitution, the yeas and 

Adolph 
Allen 
Argall 
Amstrong 
Baker 
Bard 
Barley 
Brnar 
Banisto 
Belardi 
Belfanti 
Benninghoff 
Birmelin 
Bishop 
Blaum 
Boswla 
Boves 

bill passed fmally. 
Ordered, That the clerk return the same to the Senate with the 

information that the House has passed the same without 
amendment. 

Bmwne 
Bunt 
BuIkovitz 
Buxton 
Caltagirone 
Cappabianca 
Cam 
Carone 
casorio 
Cawley 
Chadwick 
Civera 
Clark 
Clymer 
Cohen, L. I. 
Cohen, M. 
Colafella 
Colaivo 
Cornell 
corpora 
Comean 

COY 
curry 
Daley 

h c e  
Eachus 
Egolf 
Evans 
Fairchild 
Fargo 
Feese 
Fichter 
Fleagle 
Flick 
Forcier 
Gannon 
Geist 
George 
Giglioni 
Gladeck 
Godshall 
Gordner 
Gruitza 
~ P P O  
Habay 
Haluska 
Hanna 
Harhai 
Harhart 
Hasay 
Hennessey 
Herman 
Hershey 
Hess 
Horsey 
Hutchinson 
ltkin 
Iadlowiec 
James 
Jarolin 
Josephs 
Kaiser 
Keller 
Kenney 
Kirkland 
Krebs 

Lucyk 
Lynch 
Maher 
Maitland 
Major 
Manderino 
Markosek 
M m l w  
Masland 
Mayernik 
McCall 
McGeehan 
McGill 
Mcllhanan 
Mcllhinney 
McNaughton 
Melio 
Michlovic 
Micouie 
Miller 
Mundy 
Myers 
Nailor 
Nickol 
O'Brien 
olasz 
Oliver 
Orie 
Perzel 
Perci 
Petrarca 
Perrone 
Phillips 
P~PPY 
Pistella 
Plans 
Preston 
Ramos 
Raymond 
Readshaw 
Reber 
Reinard 

Santoni 
Sather 
Saylor 
Schroder 
Schuler 
Semmel 
Serafini 
Seyferl 
Shaner 
Smith, B. 
Smith, S. H. 
Snyder, D. W. 
Staback 
Stairs 
Steelman 
Steil 
Stern 

The House proceeded to third consideration of SB 509, PN 536, 
entitled: 

An Act amending the act of June 23,1931 (P.L.932, No.317). entitled 
The Third Class City Code, repealing provisions relating to redemption 
of lands by owner o; anyone interested in said lands. 

- 

On the question, 
Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration? 
Bill was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER. This bill has been considered on three different 
days and agreed to and is now on final passage. 

The question is, shall the bill pass fmally ? 

Stetler 
Stevenson 
Stritunatter 
Sturla 
Surra 
Taylor. E. Z. 
~aylor ,  J. 
Thomas 
Tigue 
Travaglio 
Trello 
Trich 
True 
Vance 
Van Home 
Vean 
Vitali 
Walko 
Washington 
Waugh 
Williams, A. H. 
Williams, C. 
Wilt 
wogan 
Wojnmski 

Does the gentleman, Mr. Michlovic, desire recognition on 
SB 509? 

Mr. MICHLOVIC. Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman is recognized. 
Mr. MICHLOVIC. Mr. Speaker, may I interrogate the chaihan 

of the Urban Affairs Committee, or is somebody willing to 
respond to questions? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman, Mr. Reinard, is prepared to 
stand for interrogation. You may begin. 

Mr. MICHLOVIC. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, this bill repeals a section of the law, as I 

understand it - it was explained in our caucus - which would 
provide a 2-year period for people to repurchase properties that 
were sold in a tax sale. 1 ask the question of how much notice do 
these folks get in time to gamer their finances prior to the tax 
sale ? 

Mr. REINARD. Mr. Speaker, the short answer I will give you 
is, the legislation is not addressing anything regarding the period 
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scope of things, and what the prime sponsor is attempting to do is 
just have that "interested parties" deleted so it would only be the 
owner and his interest that would be of concern for repayment and 
notices, et cetera. The "interested parties" could be anyone else 
with a financial stake in the operation, and the concern of the 
prime sponsor has been, this has caused delay in moving these 
properties forward. 

Mr. MICHLOVIC. I understand and can sympathize with the 
sponsor's intent, and I just want to clarify for myself that people 
have adequate opportunity not only to know in the process of the 
tax sale and sheriffs sale that it is going to take place but to get 
their fmances together. Is there enough time for them to do that? 

Mr. REINARD. As I said initially, the prime sponsor is not 
doing anything in this legislation currently by this bill to change 
the statute that already exists regarding notices. Those provisions 
are already in place. They are not being changed. This legislation 
is not addressing that subject. 

Mr. MICHLOVIC. I understand that. I am just trying to- And 
let me ask the question, did the committee consider that current 
law and how much time people have, and is it adequate so that 
people can get to the bank and make the necessary arrangements 
they need to do ? 

Mr. REINARD. Unfortunately, history will show in sheriffs 
sales that you are look'mg at ultimately much longer than the 
period of time that the notice dictates, but usually, for the process 
to occur and get fmalized, you are looking at a year and a half s 
time period beyond when the notices expire. Unfortunately, I think 
that causes much ofthe problems we have in the Commonwealth. 
But again, we are not addressing that; we are simply addressing the 
section of the interested parties. 

of time currently in tax notices, but what it is addressing is the 
prime sponsor's concern in the city of Easton, and specifically, the 
concern is the definition of "interested" and what that means in the 

Carone 
Casorio 
Cawley 
Chadwick 
Civera 
Clark 
Clymer 
Cohen, L. I. 
Coheu, M. 
Colafella 
Colaiuo 
Comell 
Corpora 
comgan 
Cowell 

Buxton Habay Mundy Studa 
Haluska 

~ ~ ~ ~ $ ~ a  Hanna 
Myen Surra 
Nailor Taylor, E. Z. 

cam Harhai Nickol Tavlor. J. 

cu;w 
Daley 
Dally 
DeLuca 
Dempsey 
Dent 
Dermody 
DeWeese 
DiGirolamo 
Donahicci 

Harhart O'Brien 
Hasay Olasz 
Hennessey Oliver 
Herman Orie 
Hershey Perrel 
Hess Pesci 
Honey P e m a  
Hutchinson Pewone 
ltkin Phillips 
Jadlowiec P~PPY 
James Pistella 
larolin Plans 
Josephs Preston 
Kaiser Rarnos 
Keller Raymond 
Kenney Readshaw 
Kirkland Reba  
Krebs Reinard 
LaGrotta Rieger 
Laughlin Rohem 
Lawless Robinson 
Lederer Rohrer 
Leh Rooney 
Lesmvitz Ross 
Levdansky Rubley 
Lloyd Sainato 

NOT VOTING-1 

Roebuck 

Bebko-Jones Scrimenti Tangretti 

~ h b m k  
Tigue 
Travaglio 
T ~ l l o  
Trich 
True 
Vance 
Van Home 
Veon 
Vitali 
Walk0 
Washington 
Waugh 
Williams, A. H. 
Williams, C. 
Wilt 
Wogan 
Wojnaroski 
Wright, M. N. 
Yewcic 
Youngblood 
Zimmerman 
zug 

Ryan, 
Speaker 

Tulli 

Mr. Thank you, I thank the 
gentleman as well. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 

the yeas and nays will now be taken. I * * *  

The majority by the Constitution having voted in the 
affmative, the question was determined in the &%native and the 
bill ~assed  finallv. 

On the question recurring, 
Shall the bill pass finally? 
The SPEAKER Agreeable to the provisions ofthe Constitution, 

Adolph Druce Lucyk Santoni 
Allen Eachus Lynch Sather 
Awl1 Egolf Maher Saylor 
Armstrong Evans Maitland Schroder 
Baker Fairchild Major Schuler 
Bard Fareo Manderino Semmel 

ordered, Thai the clerk return the same to the Senate with the 
information that the House has passed the same without 
amendment. 

The House proceeded to third consideration of SB 512, PN 541, 
entitled: 

An Act amending the act of May  28, 1937 (P.L.955, No.265), 
entitled, as amended, Housing Authorities Law, further providing for the 
payment of  taxes. 

Barley ~ e < e  Markosek Serafini 
B a r n  Fichter Marsico Seyfert 
Banisto Fleagle Masland Shaner 
Belardi Flick Mayemik Smith, B. 
Belfanti Foxier McCall Smith, S. H. 
Benninghoff Gannon McGeehan Snyder, D. W. 
Birmelin Geist McGill Staback 
Bishop George Mcllhanan Stairs 
Blaum Gigliotti Mcllhinney Steelman 
Boscola Gladeck McNaughton Steil 
Boyes Godshall Melio Stem 
Browne Gordner Michlovic Stetler 
Bunt h i Q a  Micouie Stevenson 
ButkoviQ h P P 0  Miller Sninmancr 

On the question, 
Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration? 

Mr. KIRKLAND offered the foIlowing amendment No. 
A1503: 

Amend Title, page I ,  line 22, by inserting after "departments," " 
providing for employment of security personnel and 
police; and 
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Amend Bill, page 1, lines 26 through 28, by striking out all of said 

lines and inserting 
Section 1. Section 10 of the act of May 28, 1937 (P.L.955, No.265), 

known as the Housing Authorities Law, amended July 18, 1969 (P.L.168, 
No.69), October 4, 1978 (P.L.1008, No.215) and October 5, 1980 
(P.L.690, No.140), is amended to read: 

Section 10. Powers of an Authority.-An Authority shall constitute a 
public body, corporate and politic, exercising public powers of the 
Commonwealth as an agency thereof, which powers shall include all 
powers necessary or appropriate to cany out and effectuate the purpose 
and provisions of this act, including the following powers, in addition to 
others herein granted: 

(a) To investigate into living, dwelling, and housing conditions, and 
into the means and methods of improving such conditions. 

(h) To determine where unsafe or unsanitary dwelling or housing 
conditions exist, or where there is a shortage of safe and sanitary dwelling 
accommodations for persons of low income. 

(c) To study and make'recommendations concerning the plan of any 
city or municipality located within the field of operation of the Authority 
in relation to the problem of clearing, replanning, and reconstructing areas 
in which unsafe or unsanitary dwelling or housing conditions e x i s  and 
the problem of providing dwelling accommodations for persons of low 
income. 

(d) To cooperate with any city, county, regional, Federal or other. 
agency. 

(e) To prepare, cany out, acquire, lease, and operate housing projects, 
to provide for the constructio~ reconsnuction, improvement, alteration 
or repair of any housing project, or any part thereof. 

(0 To take over by purchase, lease, or otherwise, any housing project 
located within its field of operation undertaken by any government. 

(g) To cooperate with and act as agent ofthe Federal Govemment for 
the public purposes set out in this act in wnnection with the acquisition, 
construction, operation or management of any housing project, or part 
thereof. 

(h) To arrange with any city or other municipality located, in whole 
or in part, within the Authority's field of operation, or with the Federal or 
State Government for the furnishing, planning, replanning, installing, 
opening or closing of streets, roads, roadways, alleys, sidewalks or other 
places or facilities, or for the acquisition by such city, municipality or the 
Federal or State Government of property options or properly rights, or for 
the furnishing of property or services in connection with a project. 

(i) To clear areas of unsafe or unsanitary housing, and to provide for 
the use of cleared sites for community facilities and for any other public 
purpose authorized by this act. 

6) To arrange with the Commonwealth its subdivisions and agencies, 
and any county, city or other municipality of the State, to the extent that 
it is within the scopeof each of their respective functions-(I) to cause the 
services customarily provided by each of them to be rendered for the 
benefit of such housing authority, or the occupants of any housing 
projects of the Authority; and (2) to provide and maintain parks, 
recreational centers, schools, sewerage, transportation, water, and other 
municipal facilities adjacent to, or in connection with, housing projects; 
and (3) to plan, replan, zone or rezone any part of the municipality in 
connection with any housing project of the Authority. 

(k) To lease or rent any of the dwellings or other accommodations or 
any of the lands, buildings, structures or facilities embraced in any 
housing project, and (subject to the limitations contained in this act) to 
establish and revise the rents or charges therefor. 

(I) To enter upon any building or property in order to make surveys 
or soundings. 

(m) To purchase, lease, obtain options upon, acquire by gift, grant, 
bequest, devise, or otherwise, any real or personal property, or any interest 
therein, from any person, firm, corporation, municipality or government. 

JOURNAL - HOUSE APRIL 2 1 
(n) To acquire by eminent domain any real property, including 

improvements and fixtures, for the public purposes set forth in this act, in 
the manner hereinafter provided. 

(0) To sell, exchange, transfer or assign any real or personal property, 
or interest therein, to any person, firm, corporation,public or private, 
when the Authority determines that such property is not needed for the 
purposes of this act. 

(p) To own, hold clear, and improve real property. 
(q) To insure or provide for the insurance of any property or 

operations of the Authority against any risks or hazards. 
(I) To procure or agree to the procural of insurance or guarantees from 

the Federal Government of the payment of any debts, or parts thereof, 
incurred by said Authority, and to pay premiums in wnnection therewith. 

(s) To invest any funds held in reserves or sinking funds, or any funds 
not required for immediate disbursement in such investments as may be 
lawful for executors, administrators, guardians, trustees, and other 
fiduciaries under any law of this Commonwealth. 

(t) To sue and be sued. 
(u) To adopt a seal and to alter the same at pleasure. 
(v) To have perpetual succession. 
(w) To make and execute contracts and other instruments necessary 

or convenient to the exercise of the powers of the Authority. 
(x) To make and from time to time to amend and repeal resolutions, 

rules, and regulations, not inconsistent with this act, in order better to 
cany into effect the powers of the Authority. 

(y) To conduct examinations and investigations and to hear testimony 
and take proof, under oath or ffimation, at public or private hearings, on 
any matter material for its information. 

(z) To issue subpoenas requiring the attendance of witnesses and the 
production of books and papers pertinent to any hearing before such 
Authority, or before one or more members of the Authority appointed by 
it to conduct such hearing. 

(aa) To apply to any couR having territorial jurisdiction of the 
offense, to have punished for contempt any witness who refuses to obey 
a subpoenq or who refuses to be sworn or affirmed or to testify, or who 
is guilty of any contempt after summons to appear. 

(bb) To authorize any member or members of such Authority to 
conduct hearings and to administer oaths, take affidavits, and issue 
subpoenas. 

(cc) To make available to such agencies, boards or commissions as are 
charged with the duty of abating or requiring the correction of nuisances 
or like conditions or of demolishing unsafe or unsanitary structures within 
the field of operation of such Authority, its findings and recommendations 
with regard to any building or property where there exist conditions 
dangerous to the public health, morals, safety or welfare. 

(dd) To sell any dwelling unit to any member of a tenant family if the 
dwelling to be sold is sufficiently separable from other property retained 
by the public housing authority to make it suitable for sale. 

[(ee) In a city of the second class, to appoint police officers who shall 
have the same rights, powers and duties as other peace officers in the 
Commonwealth with respect to the property and enforcing order on and 
adjacent to the grounds and buildings of the Authority: Provided, That 
said police officers complete the same course of instruction as is required 
for municipal police officers by the act of June 18, 1974 (P.L.359, 
No. 120), referred to as the Municipal Police Education and Training Law. 

(iTj In the city of the first class, to appoint security officers who shall 
have the same rights, powers and duties as police officers in the 
Commonwealth in and upon the grounds and buildings of the Authority 
and in instances of hot pursuit within the boundaries of the city of the first 
class and who shall be authorized to arrest persons for the commission of 
any offense and the keepers ofthe jails and other places of detention in 
the city of the fim class shall receive all persons arrested by such security 
officers for purposes of detention until they are dealt with according to 
law: Provided, however, That such security officers successfully complete 
the course of instruction provided under the act of June 18. 1974 
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(P.L.359, No.120), referred to as the Municipal Police Education and 
Training Law. The Authority shall, to the maximum extent practicable, 
give preference in hiring security officers first to any person living in 
public housing and receiving any form of State or Federal public 
assistance, and second, to any other person living in public housing.] 

Section 2. The act is amended by adding sections to read: 
S w  l a y m e r ~ a f % S e c l l r i t v ~ e r s o n n e l a n d P ~  

n e r f o m l ~ n o t - a L l d m -  
p m w  

. . 
agencies- . . ~ y i d w  
e r l a r r l p - h  

cLA.-w- 
n r o v i d e r m  

. . 
-ag-- . . .  enuhat 
-m=J&w=OMto 

r h e l o c a l ~ l a w ~ o f a ~ ~ e s  
-u- 

~ e t a b h t q u i I e m &  
1 1957lP-e 

acuLQctoher 10. 1974 !P as the "Lethal 
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Mr. KIRKLAND. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise to ask for support for my amendment. 
Mr. Speaker, the Federal government and the State government 

have spent millions of dollars in upgrading and rebuilding and 
even building of the public housing units throughout the 
Commonwealth, and in doing this, Mr. Speaker, they have simply 
been trying to provide a better way of life for those persons who 
live therein. My amendment, Mr. Speaker, will simply add to that 
effort of bettering the lives of other folks. 

Mr. Speaker, my amendment simply gives the housing authority 
the option - the option, Mr. Speaker - to have professional 
security persons on-site, security police that will have real policing 
powers. This is already happening in both Philadelphia and 
Pittsburgh, Mr. Speaker, and my amendment simply allows this 
opportunity to be extended to other communities throughout the 
Commonwealth. 

I ask for your support on this amendment. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 
The gentleman, Mr. Reinard. 
Mr. REINARD. Thank vou. Mr. S~eaker.  -- 

Mr. Speaker, just for the House's edification, I have had the 
opportunity to talk with the sponsor of this amendment and go 
over the amendment, and I think it is a good amendment, and I 
intend to support it as well. 

The SPEAKER The Chair thanks the gentleman. 

On the question recumng, 
Will the House agree to the amendment? 

palice&cca shall be auth;lrizcd to ~ e n p c r ~ o n s f n L t h ~ M f  ne following roll call was recorded: 
an&denseanhrhe kecpcrs.of the j a i l s . a u d a ~ ~ a f h a U  
Vall--==f 

I n e f r o m c y  . . 
engaged m the of thev dutm-c 
o E c s I S . s l c h o o l i c e o f f i c e n J h a l l h a ~ r n  
~ m ~ . ~ c d m e i a t h e i r y i o y ~ ~ e a r c i v a l  

m u  ~ c ~ ~ h a I L c n m p l e f & s a t n c c o m e  
o f i n s t n l c t i o n p  

. . ' c e ~ b v a  
~ o n l u n i c ~ e d u c a t i o ~  . . 

( ~ ~ n d e r n o - c F h a l l ~ ~ I 9 a ~  

.. . . . . . . . 
p u r p o - O £ b v &  

~ u m t o e n t p r a ~ t i c a b k ~ g k e  
p ~ ~ ~ o ~ . a l i c e . o ~ ~ s u ~ y ~ q ~ d  
~ ~ i n ~ c a n d ~ y f ~ ~ r s t a t e  
p u h l i c z s i x f m c w &  a n ) i a t h e r q u ~ ~ ~ u b l i c  
hausiag. 

w H o l l c i n e p m a v c o n t r a c r - -  
W 4 ~ a m u n i c & o J i c e f ~ k e ~ f e a n d n ! i c e s .  

Amend Sec. 2, page 2, line 9, by striking out "2" and insetting 
3 

On the question, 
Will the House agree to the amendment? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the gentleman, 
Mr. Kirkland. 

Adolph 
Allen 
Argall 
Armstrong 
Baker 
Bard 
Barley 
B m  
Battisto 
Belardi 
Belfanti 
Benninghoff 
Bitznelin 
Bishop 
Blaum 
Boscola 
Boyes 
Browne 
Bunt 
Butkovitz 
Buxton 
Caltagimne 
Cappabianca 
Cam 
Carone 
Casorio 
Cawley 
Chadwick 
Civera 
Clark 
Clymer 
Cohen, L. I. 
Cohen, M. 

Dmce 
Eachus 
Egolf 
Evans 
Fairchild 
Fargo 
Feese 
Fichter 
Fleagle 
Flick 
Forcier 
Cannon 
Geist 
George 
Gigliotti 
Gladeck 
Godshall 
Gordner 
Gmitza 
GNPPO 
Habay 
Haluska 
Hanna 
Harhai 
HarhaR 
Hasay 
Hennessey 
Herman 
Henhey 
Hess 
Honey 
Hutchinson 
Itkin 

Lucyk 
Lynch 
Maher 
Maitland 
Major 
Manderino 
Markosek 
Marsiw 
Masland 
Mayemik 
McCall 
McGeehan 
McGill 
Mcllhattan 
Mcllhinney 
McNaughton 
Melio 
Michlovic 
Micozzie 
Miller 
Mundy 
Myers 
Nailor 
Nickol 
O'Brien 
OlasZ 
Oliver 
Orie 
Perrel 
Pesci 
Pevarca 
Pemne 
Phillips 

Santoni 
Sather 
Saylor 
Schmder 
Schuler 
Semmel 
Serafini 
Seyfert 
Shaner 
Smith, B. 
Smith, S. H. 
Snyder, D. W. 
Staback 
Stain 
Steelman 
Steil 
Stem 
Stetler 
Stevenson 
Striitmatter 
Sturla 
Surra 
Taylor, E. Z. 
Taylor, J. 
Thomas 
Tigue 
Travaglio 
l-Ell0 
Trich 
True 
vane 
Van Home 
Veon 

I Colafelfa Jadlowiec P~PPY Vitali 
Colaiuo James Pistella Walko 



NAYS-O 

NOT VOTING-I 
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Roebuck 

Comell Jarolin Plans Washington 
Corpora Josephs Preston Waugh 
Comgan Kaiser Ratnos Williams, A. H. 
Cowell Keller Raymond Williams, C. 
COY Kenney Readshaw Wilt 
CUW Kirkland Reber Wogan 
Daley Krebs Reinard Wojnaroski 
Dally LaCmM Rieger Wright, M. N. 
DeLuca Laughlin Roberts Yewcic 
Dempsey Lawless Robinson Youngblood 
Dent Lederer Roh~er Zimmerman 
Dermody Leh Rooney zug 
DeWeese LesmviO Ross 
DiGirolamo Levdansky Rubley Ryan, 
Donalucci Lloyd Sainato Speaker 

EXCUSED4 

Bebko-Jones Scrimenti Tangretti Tulli 

YEAS199 

Adolph Eachus Lynch Santoni 
Allen Egolf Maher Sather 
Argall Evans Maitland Saylor 
Armstrong Fairchild Major Schroder 
Baker Fargo Manderino Schuler 
Bard Feese Markosek Semmel 
Barley Fichter Marsico Seniini 
B a r n  Fleagle Masland Seyfert 
Banisto Flick Mayemik Shaner 
Belardi Forcier McCall Smith, B. 
Belfanti Gannon McGeehan Smith, S H. 
Benninghoff Geist McGill Snyder, D. W. 
Birmelin George Mcllhattan Staback 
Bishop Gigliotti Mcllhinney Stain 
Blaum Gladeck McNauehton Steelman 

The majority having voted in the affirmative, the question was 
determined in the f i r n a t i v e  and the amendment was agreed to. 

Boscola Godshall Melio Steil 
Boyes Gordner Michlovic Stem 
Browne G ~ i m  Micozzie Stetler 
Bunt G ~ P P O  Miller Stevenson 
Butkovitz Habay Mundy Strittrnatter 
Buxton Haluska Myen Sturla 
Caltagimne Hanna 
Cappabianca Harhai 
Cam Harhart 
C m n e  Hasay 
Casorio Hennessey 
Cawley Herman 
Chadwick Henhey 
Civera Hess 
Clark Honey 
Clvmer Hutchinson 

~ G l o r  
Nickol 
O'Brien 
Olasz 
Oliver 
Orie 
Penel 
Pesci 
Petrarca 
Petrone 

S u m  
Taylor, E. 2. 
Taylor, J. 
Thomas 
Tigue 
Travaglio 
Trello 
Trich 
True 
vance 

&hen, L. I ltkin Phillips Van Home 
Cohen, M Jadlowiec P~PPY Veon 
Colafella James Pistella Vitali 
Colaizzo Jml in  Plans Walko 

On the question, I Comell Josephs Preston Washington 
Corpora Kaiser Ramos Waugh 

Will the House agree to the bill on thud consideration as c o r r i w  Keller Raymond Williams, A. H. - 
amended ? 

Mr. PETRONE offered the following amendment No. A1980: 

Amend Sec. 1 (Sec. 11. l), page 2, line 4, by inserting after "taxes" 
a s w e l l 2 - d -  

. . 

Amend Sec. 1 (Sec. 11. I), page 2, line 6, by striking out " ~ n "  
and inserting 

On the question, 
Will the House agree to the amendment? 

The SPEAKER. On the question of the adoption of the Petrone 
amendment, the Chair recognizes the gentleman. 

Mr. PETRONE. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
This amendment would also require that the landlord give proof 

of payment of all applicable municipal service fees, and I believe 
it is agreed to. Thank you. 

The SPEAKER. On the question, the Chair recognizes the 
gentleman, Mr. Reinard. 

Mr. REINARD. Mr. Speaker, I concur. It is an agreed-to 
amendment with the committee. 

On the question recurring, 
Will the House agree to the amendment? 

coweil Kenney ~e idshaw Williams, C. I Cov Kirkland Reber Wilt -~~~~ 

c<ry Krebs 
Daley LaGrotta 
Dally Laughlin 
DeLuca Lawless 
Dempsey Lederer 
Dent Leh 
Dermody Lescovih 
DeWeese Levdansb 
DiGirolamo Lloyd 
Donatucci Lucyk 
Druce 

Reinard 
Rieger 
Roberts 
Robinson 
Roebuck 
Rohrer 
Rooney 
Ross 
Rubley 
Sainato 

Wogan 
Wojnaroski 
Wright, M. N. 
Yewcic 
Youngblood 
Zimmerman 
zug  

Ryan, 
Speaker 

NAYS-O 

NOT VOTING4 

EXCUSED4 

Bebko-Jones Scrimenti Tangetti Tulli 

The majority having voted in the affirmative, the question was 
determined in the affirmative and the amendment was agreed to. 

On the question recurring, 
Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration as 

amended ? 
Bill as amended was agreed to. 

The following roll call was recorded: I 
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The SPEAKER. This bill has been considered on three different 

days and agreed t o  and  is now on fmal passage. 
The question is, shall the bill pass fmally ? 
Agreeable t o  the provisions of the Constitution, the yeas and  

nays will now be taken. 

Adolph 
Allen 
Argall 
ArmsIIong 
Baker 
Bard 
Barley 
Barrar 
Battisto 
Belardi 
Belfanti 
Benninghoff 
Birmelin 
Bishop 
Blaum 
Boscola 
Boyes 
Bmwne 
Bunt 
Butkovitz 
Buxton 
Caltagirone 
Cappabianca 
Cam 
Camne 
casorio 
Cawley 
Chadwick 
Civera 
Clark 
Clymer 
Cohen, L. I. 
Cohen, M. 
Colafella 
Colaiao 
Comell 
Corpora 
Comgan 
Cowell 
COY 
cuny 
Daley 
Dally 
DeLuca 
Dempsey 
Dent 
Dermody 
DeWeese 
DiGirolamo 
DonaNcci 
Druce 

Eachus 
Egolf 
Evans 
Fairchild 
Fargo 
Feese 
Fichter 
Fleagle 
Flick 
Forcier 
Gannon 
Geist - ~ ~ - ~  

George 
Gigliotti 
Gladeck 
Godshall 
Gordner 
GruiOa 
~ P P O  
Habay 
Haluska 
Hanna 
Harhai 
Harhart 
Hasay 
Hennessey 
Herman 
Henhey 
Hers 
Honey 
Hutchinson 
Itkin 
Jadlowiec 
lames 
lamlin 
Josephs 
Kaiser 
Keller 
Kenney 
Kirkland 
Krebs 
LaGrotta 
Laughlin 
Lawless 
Lederer 
Leh 
Lescavitz 
Levdansky 
Lloyd 
Lucyk 

Lynch 
Maher 
Maitland 
Major 
Manderino 
Markosek 
Marsico 
Masland 
Mayemik 
McCall 
McGeehan 
McGill 
Mcllhattan 
Mcllhinney 
McNaughton 
Melio 
Michlovic 
Micovie 
Miller 
Mundy 
Myers 
Nailor 
Nickol 
O'Brien 
Olasz 
Oliver 
Orie 
Penel 
Pesci 
Pemca 
Petrone 
Phillips 
P~PPY 
Pistella 
Plans 
Preston 
Ramos 
Raymond 
Readshaw 
Reber 
Reinard 
Rieger 
Roberts 
Robinson 
Roebuck 
Rohrer 
Rooney 
Ross 
Rubley 
Sainato 

Santoni 
Sather 
Saylor 
Schroder 
Schuler 
Semmel 
Serahi 
Seyfert 
Shaner 
Smith, B. 
Smith, S. H. 
Snyder, D. W. 
Staback 
Stain 
Steelman 
Steil 
Stem 
Stetler 
Stevenson 
Suimnatfer 
Studa 
Sum 
Taylor, E. Z. 
Taylor, I. 
Thomas 
Tigue 
Travaglio 
Trello 
TriCh 
True 
vance 
Van Home 
Veon 
Vitali 
Walk0 
Washington 
Waugh 
Williams, A. H. 
Williams, C. 
Wilt 
wogan 
Wojnaroski 
Wright, M. N. 
Yewcic 
Youngblood 
Zimmerman 
zug 

Ryan, 
Speaker 

N O T  V O T I N G 4  

Bebko-Jones Scrimenti Tangretti Tulli 

The  majority required by the Constitution having voted in the 
affirmative, the question w a s  determined in the affirmative and the 
bill passed fmally. 

Ordered, That t h e  clerk return the same to the Senate with the 
information that the House has passed the same with amendment  
in which the concurrence of the Senate is requested. 

BILL PASSED OVER 

The SPEAKER. SB 981 is over. 

The House proceeded t o  third consideration of SB 669, PN 
1143, entitled: 

An Act amendine Title 53 (Municioalities Generallv) of the 
Pennsylvania ~onsolizated statuteh firth& providing for.iutomatlc 
certification. for definitions, for a~olicability, for ordinances on lease 
r e n d  debL for small borrow&g for &tal and for management 
o i  funds: making a repeal. and making editorial changes. 

O n  the question, 
Will the House agree t o  the bill o n  third consideration? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the gentleman, 
Mr. Casorio, who is offering an amendment  that is on your desk 
with the name "Tangretti" o n  it. T h e  clerk will read the 
amendment. 

On the question recurring, 
Will the House agree t o  the bill on third consideration? 

Mr. CASORIO offered the following amendment  No. A0300: 

Amend Title, page 1, line 6, by inserting after "FUNDS;" 
providing for a loan program for local police agencies funded by a bond 
issuance; establishing the Police Agency Loan Division in the 
Pennsylvania Emergency Management Agency; conferring powers and 
duties on the Secretary of the Commonwealth and the Legislative 
Reference Bureau; 

Amend Bill, page 12, by inserting between lines 14 and 15 
Section 8. Title 53 is amended by adding a chapter to read: 

CHAPTER 83 
POLICE AGENCY LOANS 

Subchapter 
A. Preliminary Provisions 
B. Administration 
C. Loan Program 
D. Debt 
E. Miscellaneous Provisions 

SUBCHAPTERA 
PRELIMINARY PROVISIONS 

Sec. 
8301. Short title of chapter. 
8302. Definitions. 

8301. Short title of chapter. 
This chapter shall be known and may be cited as the Police Agency 

Loan Act. 
6 8302. Definitions. 

The following words and phrases when used in this chapter shall have 
the meanings given to them in this section unless the context clearly 
indicates otherwise: 

"Agency." The Pennsylvania Emergency Management Agency. 
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"Division." The Police Agency Loan Division of the Pennsylvania 
Emereencv Manaeement Aeencv established in section 83 11 (relating to 

6 831 1. Division. following: 
(a) Establishment-The Police Agency Loan Division is established (1) Name of police agency. 

as a division of the agency. (2) Prooosed use of loan. 

paragraph includes police headquarters, police substations and police 
maintenance garages. - .  - - .  . 

division). 
"Fund." The Police Agency Loan Fund established in section 8312 

(relating to fund). 
"Police agency " A police department of a city, town, township, 

borough or home rule municipality which: 
( I )  has police coverage for a minimum of 40 hours per week; 

and 
(2) bas had, for the preceding 18 months, police coverage for a 

minimum of 40 hours per week. 
The term includes an ofice of county detectives working for a district 
attorney a d  a regional police department organized under the act of 
July 12, 1972 (P.L.762, No.180), referred to as the Intergovernmental 
Cooperation Law, or this title. 

"Secretary." The Secretary of the Commonwealth. 
"Sinking fund." The Police Agency Loan Sinking Fund established 

in section 8337 (relating to sinking fund). 
SUBCHAPTER B 

ADMINISTRATION 
Sec. 
831 1. Division. 
8312. Fund. 

(b) Powers and duties-The division has the following powers and 
duties: 

(I) To administer the fund as set forth in section 8312(c) 
(relating to fund). 

(2) To administer Subchapter C. 
(3) To collect loans made under section 8322(c) (relating to 

loans). This paragraph includes the power to institute actions for legal 
or equitable relief. 

(4) To promulgate regulations to implement this chapter. 
p 8312. Fund. 

(a) Establishment.-The Police Agency Loan Fund is established as a 
separate fund in the State Treasury. 

(b) Source.-The following are the sources of the fund: 
(I) The proceeds from the sale of bonds under section 8336 

(relating to proceeds). 
(2) The proceeds from the repaymat of principal and interest of 

loans under section 8322(c) (relating to loans). 
(c) Purpose.-The division shall administer the fund to do all of the 

following: 
(1) Repay the State Treasurer for the cost of the bond issue 

under sections 8333 (relating to sale of bonds), 8334 (relating to 
refunding bonds) and 8335 (relating to registration of bonds). 

(2) Make loans under section 8322(c). 
(3) Collect loans under section 83 11(b)(3) (relating to division). 
(4) Administer this chapter. In any fiscal year, the division may 

use for administrative costs 1% of the aggregate debt authorized under 
section 833 1 (relating to authority to borrow). 

. 
(2) Purchase, maintain or repair equipment. 
(3) Purchase, maintain or repair vehicles. 

(b) Amount.-A loan under subsection (a) for the purchase, 
maintenance or repair of buildings shall be for not less than $5,000 nor 
more than $200,000. A loan under subsection (a) for the purchase, 
maintenance or repair of vehicles or equipment shall he for not less than 
$5,000 nor more than $100,000. No political subdivision may receive 
loans totaling more than $300,000 in a five-year period. 

(c) Terms.- 
(1) A loan must be at an interest rate of 2%. 
(2) A loan must be repaid in accordance with the legislation 

applicable to the political subdivision which receives the loan. 
(3) A Loan must have a repayment period as follows: 

(i) For a loan of not more than $15,000, a period of 
five years. 

(ii) For a loan of more than $15,000 but not more than 
$100,000, a period of ten years. 

(iii) For a loan of more than $100,000, a period of 15 years. 
p 8322. Loans. 

(a) Application.-A political subdivision may apply for a loan under 
section 8321 (relating to authority) by submitting to the division all of the 

SUBCHAPTER c 
LOAN PROGRAM 

Sec. 
8321. Authority. 
8322. Loans. 
5 8321. Authority. 

(a) Authorization.-The division may make a loan to a political 

(3) N&d for use under paragraph (2). 
(4) Documented ability to repay principal and interest of loan. 

(b) Determination.- 
(1) Within 60 days of receipt of an application under 

subsection (a), the division must make a decision and notify the 
political subdivision of the decision. 

(2) Failure to issue timely notice under paragraph (1) shall be 
deemed a denial of the application. 

(3) The provisions of 2 PaC.S. Ch. 7 Subch. A (relating to 
judicial review of Commonwealth agency action) shall apply to 
determinations under this subsection. 
(c) Contracts.-Upon determination of eligibility under subsection (b), 

the division shall enter into a loan contract with the political subdivision. 
SUBCHAPTER D 

DEBT 
Sec. 
8331. Authority to borrow. 
8332. Bonds. 
8333. Sale of bonds. 
8334. Refunding bonds. 
8335. Registration of bonds. 
8336. Proceeds. 
8337. Sinking fund. 
8338. Referendum. 
5 833 1. Authority to borrow. 

Pursuant to section 7(a)(3) of Article VIlI of the Constitution of 
Pennsylvania and the referendum approved by the electorate under 
sect~on 8338 (relating to referendum), the ~overnbr, Auditor General and 
State Treasurer are authorized and directed to borrow. on the credit of the 
Commonwealth, money not exceeding in the aggregate the sum of 
$20,000,000 to implement Subchapter C. 
8 8332. Bonds. 

(a) General rule.-As evidence of the indebtedness authorized under 
section 8331 (relating to authority to borrow), general obligation bonds 

. .  . - .  
to do any of the following: 

(1) Purchase, expand, modernize or repair buildings or portions 
of buildings which are used exclusively for police purposes. This 

subdivision for a police agency of the political subdivision as necessary 
for the oroocr oerformance of the oolice aeencv's law enforcement duties. 

denomination; the terms and conditions of issue, redemption and maturity; 
rate of interest; and time of payment of interest. The latest stated maturity 

ofthe Commonwealth shall be issued. The ~ovemor, Auditor General and 1 State Treasurer shall direct for each bond the total amount: the form: the 



prior to the expiration of a period of time equal to one-tenth of the money necessary to meet repayment obligations under paragraph (1) 
time from the date of the first obligation issue to evidence the debt to I for deposit into the Police Agency Sinking Loan Fund. 
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date shall not exceed 30 years from the date of the bond first issued for 
each series. 

(b) Signature.-Bonds issued under subsection (a) shall bear facsimile 
signatures of the Governor, Auditor General and State Treasurer and a 
facsimile of the Great Seal of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and 
sball be countersigned by two authorized officers of the authorized loan 
and transfer agents of the Commonwealth. 

(c) Status.-Bonds issued under subsection (a) shall be direct 
obligations of the Commonwealth, and the full faith and credit of the 
Commonwealth are pledged for the payment of the interest on the bonds 
as it becomes due and the payment of the principal of the bonds at 
maturity. Bonds issued under subsection (a) shall be exempt from taxahon 
for State and local purposes. The principal of and interest on such bonds 
shall be payable in lawful money of the United States of America 

(d) Format.-Bonds issued under subsection (a) may be issued as 
coupon bonds or registered as to both principal and interest as the issuing 
officials may determine. If interest coupons are attached, they shall 
contain the facsimile signature of the State Treasurer. 

(e) Amortization.-The issuing officials shall provide for the 
amortization of the bonds in substantial and regular amounts over the term 
of the debt as follows: 

(I)  The first retirement of principal shall be stated to mature 

~ ~~ 

Treasurer shall direct. Proper perfirmancc of the police agencies' law cnforccmentduties? 
lbl Pnvate sale.-Anv oonion of a bond Issue ofitred undcr (c) Election.-The election shall be conducted in accordance with the 

5 8335. Registration of bonds. 
The Auditor General shall prepare the necessary registry book to be 

kept in the office of the authorized loan and transfer agent of the 
Commonwealth for the registration of bonds issued under section 8332(a) 
(relating to bonds), at the request of bond owners, according to the terms 
and conditions of issue directed by the Governor, Auditor General and 
State Treasurer. Bonds which are issued without interest coupons artached 
shall be registered in the registry books kept by the authorized loan and 
transfer agent of the Commonwealth. 
5 8336. Proceeds. 

The proceeds realized from the sale of bonds under section 8332(a) 
(relating to bonds) shall be paid into the fund. Tle  money shall be paid by 
the State Treasurer into the fund. 
8 8337. Sinking fund. 

(a) Establishment.-The Police Agency Loan Sinking Fund is 
established as a separate fund in the State Treasury. 

(b) Source.- 
(1) By November 1, the State Treasurer shall notify the 

S e a e m  of the Budget of the amount necessary for the ensuing fiscal 
year to redeem, with interesf bonds issued under section 8332(a) 
(relating to bonds). 

(2) The General Assembly shall appropriate the amount of 

the date of the expiration of the tenn of the debt. 
(2) Retirements of principal shall be regular and substantial if 

made in annual or semiannual amounts, whether by stated serial 
maturities or by mandatory sinking fund retirements, computed either 
in accordance with a level annual debt service plan, as nearly as may 
be, or upon the equal annual maturities plan. 
(0 Processing.-The Governor, the Auditor General and the State 

Treasurer shall proceed to have the necessary bonds prepared and printed. 
The bouds, as soon as they are prepared and printed, shall be deposited 
with the authorized loan and transfer agent of the Commonwealth, there 
to remain until sold under section 8333 (relating to sale of bonds). 
5 8333. Sale of bonds. 

(a) Public sale.-Bonds issued under section 8332(a) (relating to 
bonds) shall be offered for sale at not less than 98% of the principal 
amount and accrued interest and shall be sold by the Governor, 
Auditor General and State Treasurer to the highest and best bidder or 
bidders aiier public advertisement, on terms and conditions and upon 
open competitive bidding, as the Governor, Auditor General and State 

5 8338. Referendum. 
(a) Question.- 

(1) The question of incurring indebtedness of $20,000,000 for 
loans to police agencies for the purpose of purchasing, maintaining 
and repairing buildings, equipment and vehicles, as necessary for the 
proper performance of the police agencies' law enforcement duties, 
shall be submitted to the electors at the next primary, municipal or 
general election following the effective date of this section. At least 
three months prior to the election, the secretary must publish the 
question in at least two newspapers of general circulation in each 
county in which at least two newspapers of general circulation are 
published. 

(2) The secretary shall certify the question to the county boards 
of election to implement paragraph (1). 
(b) Form.-The question shall be in substantially the following form: 

Do you favor the incurring of indebtedness of $20,000,000 for 
loans to police agencies for the purpose of purchasing, maintaining 
and repairing buildings, equipment and vehicles, as necessary for the 

. , , . 
subsection (a) but not sold or subscribed for may be disposed of by 
private sale by the Governor, Auditor General and State Treasurer, in a 
manner and at a price not less than 98% of the principal amount and 
accrued interest, as the Governor shall direct. No commission shall be 
allowed or paid for the sale of bonds issued under section 8332(a). 

(c) Series.-When bonds are issued, the bonds of each issue shall 
constitute a separate series to be designated by the issuing officials or may 
be combined for sale as one series with other general obligation bonds of 
the Commonwealth. 
5 8334. Refunding bonds. 

The Governor, Auditor General and State Treasurer are authorized to 
provide, by resolution, for the issuance of refunding bonds for the purpose 
of refunding bonds issued under section 8332(a) (relating to bonds) and 
outstanding, either by voluntary exchange with the holders of the 
outstanding bonds or by providing funds to redeem and retire the 
outstanding bonds with accrued interest and premium payable on the 
bonds, at maturity or at a call date. Refunding bonds may be issued by the 
Governor, Auditor General and State Treasurer to refund bonds 
previously issued under this section for refunding purposes. Sections 8331 
(relating to authority to borrow), 8332 (relating to bonds) and 8333 
(relating to sale of bonds) shall apply to bonds under this section. 

, . 
act of June 3, 1937 (P.L.1333, No.320), known as the Pennsylvania 
Election Code, except that the time limits for advertisement of notice of 
the election may be waived as to the question. 

(d) Notice.-If a majority of the electors voting in the election under 
subsection (c) vote in the affirmative, the secretary shall send notice of the 
vote to the Legislative Reference Bureau for publication in the 
Pennsylvania Bulletin. 

SUBCHAPTER E 
MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS 

Sec. 
8341. Repeals. 
5 8341. Repeals. 

All acts and parts of acts are repealed insofar as they are inconsistent 
with this chapter. 

Amend Sec. 8, page 12, line 15, by striking out "8" and inserting 
9 

Amend Sec. 9, page 12, line 18, by striking out all of said line and 
inserting 

Section 10. This act shall take effect as follows: 
(1) The addition of 53 PaC.S. 8 8338 shall take effect 

immediately. 
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On the question, 
Will the House agree to the amendment? 

(2) The remainder of 53 PaC.S. Ch. 83 shall take effect on the 
date of publication of the notice under 53 PaC.S. 8 8338(d). 

(3) The remainder of the act shall take effect in 60 days. 

The SPEAKER. On the question of the adoption of the 
amendment, the gentleman, Mr. Casorio, is recognized. 

Mr. CASORIO. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
This amendment, A0300, will allow for the potential issuance 

of a $20-million bond through a statewide referendum to allow 
local police depamnents to better patrol their streets and 
neighborhoods and better protect the citizens against crime. This 
program will be administered through PEMA (Pennsylvania 
Emergency Management Agency), and it will be similar to the 
2-percent loan program administered through volunteer fire 
departments. 

Mr. Speaker, this allows local police departments to upgrade 
equipment, purchase buildings, and quite frankly, have the 
firepower to compete with the criminal element of the community, 
and I would urge, after we have looked at this issue in the past 
3 or 4 years where it has received overwhelming support, that we 
approve it in amendment form today, Mr. Speaker. Thank you. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 
On the question of the adoption of the amendment, the Chair 

recognizes the gentleman from Chester County, Mr. Ross. 
Mr. ROSS. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
I, too, rise in support of this amendment. 
I serve on the police task force that was created by this body, 

along with Representative Tangretti, and I think this would be a 
useful tool for the local police that have their resources stretched 
very thin, and I urge fellow members of the House to support this 
amendment. Thank you. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 
The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Philadelphia County, 

Mr. Horsey. 
Mr. HORSEY. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, part of our responsibility as agents of the 

government or as being the government itself is securing our 
citizens, Mr. Speaker. This amendment does in fact provide us an 
opportunity to fulfill our responsibility in a greater and a more 
forceful manner. 

I would urge support of the Casorio amendment, Mr. Speaker. 
Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 
The Chair recognizes the gentleman, Mr. Sainato. 
Mr. SAINATO. Mr. Speaker, I rise to support this amendment. 
As some of the previous speakers have stated, our police need 

help, especially many of our local police depamnents. Many of 
their budgets are cash-strapped, and you cannot keep going back 
to the local taxpayers to increase taxes to keep funding our local 
police departments, to buy some of this equipment. Under this 
amendment, that would give the tools needed for many of our local 
police departments to buy new equipment, to help in the war 
against crime. 

I think we have passed many tough crime measures the last 
3 years. We had our special session on crime. We passed tough 
measures to stop criminals in Pennsylvania. But we have to give 

the tools to our local police departments. If we give them the 
proper tools, they will be able to do the job. One of the most 
im~ortant resoonsibilities of us 203 legislators here is to orotect the - 
people of Pennsylvania, and the best way of doing that, 
Mr. Speaker, is to provide our local police departments with the 
ability to buy equipment, to go out there, to fight crime in our 
communities and make our streets safer and make-the people in all 
67 counties in this Commonwealth safe. 

So, Mr. Speaker, I support this amendment. I urge my 
colleagues to join me in doing that. Thank you. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 

On the question recurring, 
Will the House agree to the amendment? 

The following roll call was recorded: 

Adolph 
Allen 
Argall 
Armstrong 
Baker 
Bard 
Barley 
Bmar 
Banisto 
Belardi 
Belfanti 
BenninghoR 
Birmelin 
Bishop 
Blaurn 
Boscola 
Boyes 
Browne 
Bunt 
Butkovitl 
Buton 
Caltagirone 
Cappabianca 
Cam 
Carone 
Casorio 
Cawlev 
 hadw wick 
Civera 
Clark 
Clymer 
Cohen. L. I. 
Cohen, M. 
Colafella 
Colaiuo 
Comell 
Corpora 
Corrigan 
Cowell 
COY 
curry 
Daley 
Dally 
DeLuca 
Dernpsey 
Dent 
Dermody 
DeWeese 
DiGirolamo 
Donatucci 
Druce 

Eachus 
Egolf 
Evans 
Fairchild 
Fmgo 
Fee% 
Fichter 
Fleagle 
Flick 
Forcier 
Gannon 
Geist 
George 
Gigliotti 
Gladeck 
Godshall 
Gordner 
Gruitza 
GruPPO 
Habay 
Halush 
Hanna 
Haihai 
Harhart 
Hasay 
Hennessey 
Herman 
Hershey 
Hess 
Honey 
Hutchinson 
Itkin 
Jadlowiec 
lames 
Iarolin 
Josephs 
Kaiser 
Keller 
Kenney 
Kirkland 
Ktebs 
LaGrona 
Laughlin 
Lawless 
Lederer 
Leh 
Lescovitz 
LevdansLy 
Lloyd 
Lucyk 

Lynch 
Maher 
Maitland 
Major 
Manderino 
Markoxk 
Marsic0 
Masland 
Mayemik 
McCall 
McGeehan 
McGill 
McIlhanan 
McIlhinney 
McNaughton 
Melio 
Michlovic 
Micouie 
Miller 
Mundy 
Myers 
Nailor 
Nickol 
O'Brien 
Olasz 
Oliver 
Orie 
Penel 
Pesci 
Petrarca 
Petrone 
Phillips 
P~PPY 
Pistella 
Platts 
Preston 
Ramos 
Raymond 
Readshaw 
Reber 
Reinard 
Rieger 
Roberts 
Robinson 
Roebuck 
Rohrer 
Rooney 
Ross 
Rubley 
Sainato 

Santoni 
Sather 
Saylor 
Schmder 
Schuler 
Semmel 
Seraiini 
Seyfert 
Shaner 
Smith, B. 
Smith, S. H. 
Snyder,D. W. 
Staback 
Stairs 
Steelman 
Steil 
Stem 
Stetler 
Stevenson 
Stritvnatter 
Studa 
Sum 
Taylor, E. Z. 
Taylor, I. 
~ h o m i s  
Tigue 
Travqlio 
Trello 
Trich 
True 
Vance 
Van Home 
Veon 
Vitali 
Wdko 
Washington 
Waueh 
W ~ I I F ~ S .  A. H. 
Williams, C. 
Wilt 
Wogan 
Wojnaroski 
Wright. M. N. 
Yewcic 
Younsbload 

Ryan. 
Speaker 
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NOT VOTING4 I R~nninvhoff Geist McGill Snvder. D. W. 

EXCUSED4 

Bebko-Jones Scrimenti Tangreni Tulli 

The majority having voted in the affirmative, the question was 
determined in the affirmative and the amendment was agreed to. 

On the question, 
Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration as 

amended ? 

Mr. GEORGE offered the following amendment No. A0308: 

Amend Sec. I (Sec. 2328), page 3, line 17, by inserting after 
"councils" 

Amend Sec. 1 (Sec. 2328), page 3, line 20, by inserting after 
"activities." . . . . .  
T h e q o f a c s l s t a n c s t o u d w d u d e  

ce and -eSingd -- 
On the question, 
Will the House agree to the amendment? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the gentleman, 
Mr. George, on the amendment. 

Mr. GEORGE. Thank vou. Mr. Sueaker. . . 
Mr. Speaker, the bill allows the State Conservation Commission 

to establish a program of assistance to the environmental advisory 
councils. All my amendment does -that is worthwhile - all my 
amendment does is allow and authorize the State Conservation 
Commission to provide assistance to political subdivisions for the 
testing of land-applied sewage sludge, and that is all we are asking, 
and we would hope you could support that. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 
The gentleman, Mr. Barley. 
Mr. BARLEY. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, I believe the gentleman's amendment is a good 

idea, and I would urge my colleagues to support the amendment. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 

On the question recurring, 
Will the House agree to the amendment? 

The following roll call was recorded: 

Adolph Eachus Lynch Santoni 
Allen Egolf Maher Sather 
Argall Evans Maitland Saylor 
Armstrong Fairchild Major Schroder 
Baker Fargo Manderino Schuler 
Bard Feese Markosek Semmel 

- -. .. ... .-. . -. . 
Birmelin George Mcl lham st&& 
Bishop Gigliotti McIlhinney Stairs 
Blaum Gladeck McNaughton Steelman 
Boscola Godshall Melio Steil 
Boves Gordner Michlovic Stem 

Gruitza Miwaie  Stetler 
Gruooo Miller Stevenson - .... 

Butkovik 
Buxton 
Caltagimne 
Cappabianca 
Cam 
Camne 
Casorio 
Cawley 
Chadwick 
Civera 
Clark 
Clymer 
Cohen, L. I. 
Cohen, M. 
Colafella 
Colaizzo 
Cornell 
c0Ip0ra 
comgan 
Cowell 
COY 
curry 
Daley 
Dally 
DeLuca 
Dempsey 
Dent 
Dennody 
DeWeese 
DiGimlamo 
Donatucci 
D ~ c e  

SY~ 
Haluska 
Hanna 
Harhai 
HaIhart 
Hasay 
Hennessey 
Herman 
Hershey 
Hess 
Horsey 
Hutchinson 
Itkin 
ladlowiec 
James 
larolin 
Josephs 
Kaiser 
Keller 
Kenney 
Kirkland 
Krebs 
LaCrotta 
Laughlin 
Lawless 
Ledeter 
Leh 
Leswvie 
Levdansky 
Lloyd 
Lucyk 

~ -~~~~~ 

Mundy 
Myen 
Nailor 
Nickol 
O'Brien 
Olasz 
Oliver 
Orie 
Perzel 
Pesci 
Petrarca 
Pehone 
Phillips 
~ P P Y  
Pistella 
Platts 
Preston 
Ramos 
Raymond 
Readshaw 
Reber 
Reinard 
Rieger 
Robem 
Robinson 
Roebuck 
Rohrer 
Rooney 
Ross 
Rubley 
Sainato 

Strimnatter 
Sturla 
S u m  
Taylor, E. 2. 
Taylor, J. 
Thomas 
Tigue 
Travaglio 
Trello 
Trich 
True 
Vance 
Van Home 
Veon 
Vitali 
Walk0 
Washington 
Waugh 
Williams, A. H. 
Williams, C. 
Wilt 
Wogan 
Wojnamski 
Wright, M. N. 
Yewcic 
Youngblood 
Zimmerman 
zug 

Ryan, 
Speaker 

NOT V0TrNG-O 

Bebko-Jones Scrimenti Tangreni Tulli 

The majority having voted in the affirmative, the question was 
determined in the affirmative and the amendment was agreed to. 

On the question recurring, 
Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration as 

amended? 
Bill as amended was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER. This bill has been considered on three different 
days and agreed to and is now on fmal passage. 

The question is, shall the bill pass fmally ? 
Agreeable to the provisions of the Constitution, the yeas and 

nays will now be taken. 

Barley Fichter Mmico Serafini 
Bmar Fleagle Masland Seyfert 

Flick Banisto Mayemik Shaner 
Belardi Forcier McCall Smith, B. 
Belfanti Cannon McGeehan Smith, S H. 

Adolph Eachus Lynch Santoni 
Allen Egolf Maher Sather 
Argall Evans Maitland Saylor 
Amstrong Fairchild Major Schroder 
Baker Fargo Manderino Schuler 
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Bard 
Barley 
B a r n  
Batfirto 
Belardi 
Belfanti 
Benninghoff 
Birmelin 
Bishop 
Blaum 
Boscola 
Boyes 
Bmwne 
Bunt 
BurkoviQ 
Bmton 
Caltagirone 
Cappabianca 
Cam 
Carone 
casorio 
Cawley 
Chadwick 
Civem 
Clark 
Clymer 
Cohen, L. I. 
Cohen, M. 
Colafella 
C0laiu0 
Cornell 
Corpora 
comgan 
Cowell 
COY 
cum' 
Daley 
Dally 
DeLuca 
Dempsey 
Dent 
Dermody 
DeWeese 
DiGirolamo 
Donatucci 
Druce 

Feese Markosek 
Fichter Marsico 
Fleaele Masland 
~ l i c c  Mavernik 
Forcier ~c ' ca l l  
Gannon McGeehan 
Geist McGill 
George McIlhanan 
Giglioni Mcllhinney 
Gladeck McNaughton 
Godshall Melio 
Gordner Michlovic 
h i Q a  Micovie 
~ P P O  Miller 
Habay Mundy 
Haluska Myers 
Hanna Nailor 
Harhai Nickol 
HwhM O'Brien 
b a y  o l a s ~  
Hennessey Oliver 
Herman One 
Henhey Perzel 
Hess Pesci 
Honey Peharca 
Hutchinson Petrone 
Itkin Phillips 
Jadlowiec P~PPY 
lames Pistella 
Jarolin Platts 
Josephs Preston 
Kaiser Ramos 
Keller Raymond 
Kenney Readshaw 
Kirkland Reber 
Krebs Reinard 
LaGrona Rieger 
Laughlin Roberts 
Lawless Robinson 
Lederer Roebuck 
Leh Rohrer 
Lesmvitz Rooney 
Levdansky Ross 
Lloyd Rubley 
Lucyk Sainato 

Semmel 
Serafini 
Seyfert 
Shaner 
Smith. B. 
smith; S. H. 
Snyder, D. W. 
Staback 
Stain 
Steelman 
Steil 
Stern 
Stetler 
Stevenson 
Shittmaner 
Sturla 
S u m  
Taylor, E. Z. 
~ G l o r ,  1. 
Thomas 

Travaglio 
Trello 
Trich 

vance 
Van Home 
Vean 
Vitali 
Walko 
Washington 
Waugh 
Williams, A. H 
Williams, C. 
Wilt 
Wogan 
Wojnaroski 
Wright, M. N. 
Yewcic 
Youngblood 
Zimmerman 
zug 

NOT VOTING4 

EXCUSED4 

Bebko-Jones Scrimenti Tmgreni Tulli 

REPUBLICAN CAUCUS 

The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the gentleman, 
Mr. Fargo, for the purpose of making an announcement. 

Mr. FARGO. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
We will have a Republican caucus at 2:15 and plan to come 

back on the floor at 3:15. So we will have a break and then the 
caucus meeting at 2:15. Thank you. 

DEMOCRATIC CAUCUS 

The SPEAKER The chair recognizes the gentleman, 
Mr. Cohen, for the purpose of an announcement. 

Mr. COHEN. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, the Democrats will also caucus at 215 .  However, 

some members may choose to go  upstairs right now. If you want, 
you may do that, but the formal caucus will begin at 2:15. 

APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE MEETING 

The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Lancaster, Mr. Barley. 

Mr. BARLEY. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
I would like to call for a meeting of the House Appropriations 

Committee immediately upon recess, and if the members of the 
Appropriations Committee would note that we are meeting in the 
majority caucus room, not the normal conference room. Again, an 
immediate meeting in the majority caucus room of the House 
Appropriations Committee. 

The SPEAKER. The House Appropriations Committee will 
meet now at this time in the majority caucus room. 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY M R  COHEN 

The SPEAKER. Mr. Cohen. 
Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, on behalf of Mr. Veon, I would like 

to make a further announcement. The Policy Committee meeting 
will now be held in the House Democratic caucus room. 

COMMERCE AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
COMMITTEE MEETING 

The SPEAKER. Mr. Hasay. 
Mr. HASAY. Mr. Speaker, I would like to call a meeting of the 

House Commerce Committee in room 39E in the East Wing 
immediately upon this break: the House Commerce Committee in 

Ordered, That the clerk retutn the same to the Senate with the 
information that the House has passed the same with amendment I JUDICIARY COMMITTEE MEETING 

The majority required by the Constitution having voted in the 
affirmative, the question was determined in the affmative and the 
bill passed fmally. 

in which the concurrence of thisenate is requested. 

room 39E.Thauk you, Mr. Spe&er. 
The SPEAKER, The Chair thanks the gentleman, 

The SPEAKER. Mr. Gannon. 
Mr. GANNON. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, the House Judiciary Committee will reconvene 

immediately at the break in the rear of the hall of the House. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 
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Any further meetings? Announcements? Corrections to the 

record ? 
make a sale or exchange of properties under certain conditions for the 
purpose of securing such site; authorizing the acquisition of property for 
such building or buildings by purchase or condemnation; and authorizing 
the county to issue bonds in payment of any indebtedness incurred for its 
share of the cost of such building, or buildings, and land." BILLS REPORTED FROM COMMITTEES, 

CONSIDERED FIRST TIME, AND TABLED 

H B  568, PN 633 By Rep. GANNON 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT. 

HB 2212, PN 2922 By Rep. HERMAN 
An Act amending the act ofApril 9, 1929 (P.L.177, No.175), known 

as The Administrative Code of 1929, providing for the Crime Victim 
Assistance Fund and the Witness Protection Fund and for surcharge and 
program criteria. 

An Act repealing the act of May 20,1921 (P.L.976, No.347), entitled 
"An act fixing the salary of the jury commissioners of the counties of the 
third class." 

JUDICIARY. ( LOCAL GOVERNMENT. 

HB 775, PN 875 By Rep. GANNON 

An Act imposing civil liability on persons participating in the illegal 

H B  2330, PN 3140 By Rep. HERMAN 

An Act amending the act of May 1, 1933 (P.L.103, No.69), known 
as The Second Class Township Code, further providing for supervisors. - . 

drug market; irovidinS for the recover) of damages-by c&n prrsons; 
and establishing the procedure for bringing a privalc action lo recover I LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
damages. 

JUDICIARY. 
H B  2488, PN 3344 By Rep. GANNON 

An Act amending Title 53 (Municipalities Generally) of the 
Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes, further providing for powers and 
duties of the commission. By Rep. GANNON 

By Rep. GANNON 

An Act amending Title 75 (Vehicles) of the Pennsylvania 
Consolidated Statutes, further providing for abandonment and stripping 
of vehicles. 

JUDICIARY. 

JUDICIARY. 

SB 97, PN 1417 

An Act amending Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) of the 
Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes further providing for appeals from 
government agencies; and making editorial changes. 

H B  1249, PN 3420 (Amended) By Rep. GANNON 
RIDICIARY. 

An Act amending Titles 18 (Crimes and Offenses) and 75 (Vehicles) 
of the Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes, further providing for 
institutional vandalism; defining the offense of vandalism; providing for 
graff~ti removal and abatement, for community m i c e  and for work 
release; further providing for the revocation or suspension of operating 
privilege; and providing penalties. 

SB 833, PN 1908 (Amended) By Rep. GANNON 

An Act amending Title 18 (Crimes and Offenses) of the Pennsylvania 
Consolidated Statutes, defining the offense of institutional sexual assault; 
and providing penalties. 

JUDICIARY. NDICIARY. 

H B  2039, PN 3421 (Amended) By Rep. HERMAN I SB 987, PN 1909 (Amended) By Rep. GANNON 

An Act amending the act of May 16, 1923 (P.L.207, No.L53), 
referred to as the Municipal Claim and Tax Lien Law, providing for 
discharge of municipal claim. 

An Act amending Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) of the 
Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes, providing for civil immunity for 
antidrug and town-watch volunteers. 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT. JUDICIARY. 

HB2211, PN 2921 By Rep. HERMAN I RECESS 

An Act repealing the act of May 8, 1919 (P.L.130. No.96), entitled 
"An act authorizing any county and city in any county in which the 
county-seat is within the limits of such city, to erect a joint county and 
municipal building or buildings; providing for the conditions and 
agreements under which such buildine or buildings mav be erected and 

The SPEAKER. Does the Republican or Democrat leadership 
have any further announcements? 

Hearing none, this House will stand in recess until 3: 15, unless 
sooner recalled by the Chair or  extended by the Chair. - .  

orcupled, and for the otrnersh~p there& &ooviding for the seleclion of a 
sirc for said buildtng or bullding,, and authorizing said counl? and c~ry to 
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RECESS EXTENDED 

The time of recess was extended until 3:30 p.m.; further 
extended until 3:45 p.m.; further extended until 4 p.m. 

AFTER RECESS 

The time of recess having expired, the House was called to 
order. 

SENATE MESSAGE 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE OF CONFERENCE 
ADOPTED BY SENATE 

The clerk of the Senate, being introduced, informed that the 
Senate has adopted the Report of the Committee of Conference on 
the subject of the differences existing between the two Houses on 
HB 2281, PN 3395. 

SENATE MESSAGE 

In the Senate 
April 20, 1998 

RESOLVED, (the House of Representatives concurring), That when 
the Senate adjourns this week, it reconvene on Monday, April 27, 1998, 
unless sooner recalled by the President Pro Tempore of the Senate; and be 
it further 

RESOLVED, That when the House of Representatives adjourns this 
week, it reconvene on Monday, April 27, 1998, unless sooner recalled by 
the Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

Ordered, That the clerk present the same to the House of 
Representatives for its concurrence. 

On the question, 
Will the House concur in the resolution of the Senate? 
Resolution was concurred in. 
Ordered, That the clerk inform the Senate accordingly. 

CALENDAR CONTINUED 

BILLS ON SECOND CONSIDERATION 

The following bills, having been called UD, were considered for 

I 
- - 

the second time and agreed to, and ordered transcribed for 
third consideration: 

SENATE MESSAGE I BILLS SIGNED BY SPEAKER 

AMENDED HOUSE BILL RETURNED 
FOR CONCURRENCE AND 

REFERRED TO COMMITTEE ON RULES 

The clerk of the Senate, being introduced, returned HB 2359, 
PN 3394, with information that the Senate has passed the same 
with amendment in which the concurrence of the House of 
Representatives is requested. 

HOUSE BILLS 
CONCURRED IN BY SENATE 

SB 1315, PN 1688; SB 1316, PN 1891; SB 1317, PN 1690; 
SB 1318, PN 1691; SB 1319, PN 1892; SB 1320, PN 1893; 
SB 1321, PN 1894; SB 1322, PN 1695; SB 1323, PN 1696; 
SB 1324, PN 1697; SB 1337, PN 1710; SB 1338, PN 1711; 
SB 1339, PN 1895; SB 1340, PN 1896; SB 1341, PN 1897; 
SB 1342, PN 1898; SB 1343, PN 1899; SB 1344, PN 1900; 
SB 1345, PN 1901; SB 1346, PN 1902; HB 2322, PN 3132; and 
HB 2475, PN 3296. 

The clerk of the Senate, being introduced, returned HB 2358, 
PN 3081; H B  2360, PN 3083; HB 2366, PN 3089; HB 2367, 
PN 3090; HB 2368, PN 3091; HB 2369, PN 3092; HB 2370, 
PN 3093; HB 2371, PN 3094; HB 2372, PN 3095; HB 2373, 
PN 3096; HB 2374, PN 3097; HB 2375, PN 3098; and HB 2376, 
PN 3099, with information that the Senate has passed the same 
without amendment. 

SENATE MESSAGE 

ADJOURNMENT RESOLUTION 
FOR CONCURRENCE 

The clerk of the Senate, being introduced, presented the 
following extract from the Journal of the Senate, which was read 
as follows: 

Bills numbered and entitled as follows having been prepared for 
presentation to the Governor, and the same being correct, the titles 
were publicly read as follows: 

A Supplement to the act of April 1, 1863 (P.L.213, No.227), entitled 
"An act to accept the grant of Public Lands, by the United States, to the 
several states, for the endowment of Agricultural Colleges," making 
aooro~riations for wriinz the same into effect: and oroviding for a basis 
6; p&ments of such *p~opriations, for a method bfaccouGine ior the 
funds appropriared and rbr ceruin fiscal infomation disclosure. 

A Supplement to the act ofNovember 30, 1965 (P.L.843, No.355), 
entitled "An act providing for the establishment and operation of 
Temple University as an instrumentality of the Commonwealth to serve 
as a'state-related university in the &her education system of the 
Commonwealth: providing for change of name; providing for the 
composition of the board of mstees; terms of trustees, and the power and 
duties of such mstees; providing for preference to Pennsylvania residents 
in tuition; providing for public support and capital improvements; 
authorizing appropriations in amounts to be fixed annually by the 
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taxation wit'hin.the ~ommonweal& requiring the President to make an 
annual repon of the operations of Temple University," making The SPEAKER. Chair returns to leaves absence and 
ao~ro~riat ions for carrying the same into effect; providing for a basis for recognizes the majority whip, Mr. Snyder, w h o  requests that the 

General .4ssembly: pro\ iding for ihc auditing of 3ccounts of cxpendirures 
from said ap~ropriations: authorizing the issuancr of bonds exempt from 

pa)menls of such a p p ~ o p ~ a r ~ o n s :  and p r o v ~ d ~ n g a  method of accounting 
for the funds appropriated and for certain fiscal lnformarion disclosurc 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

An Act making an appropriation to the Bum Foundation, 
Philadelphia. 

An Act making an appropriation to the Trustees of the University of 
Pennsylvania for cardiovascular studies. 

An Act making an appropriation to the Central Penn Oncology 
Group. 

An Act making an appropriation to the Fox Chase Institute for 
Cancer Research, Philadelphia, for the operation and maintenance of the 
cancer research program. 

An Act making an appropriation to the Lancaster Clef? Palate. 

HB 2371, PN 3094 

An Act making an appropriation to the Pittsburgh Cleft Palate. 

H B  2372, PN 3095 

An Act making an appropriation to The Children's Institute, 
Pittsburgh. 

An Act making appropriations to St. Christopher's Hospital, 
Philadelphia 

An Act making an appropriation to St. Francis Hospital, Pittsburgh. 

An Act making an appropriation to the Trustees of Jefferson Medical 
College and Hospital of Philadelphia for a comprehensive program 
relating to Tay-Sachs disease. 

An Act making appropriations to the Wistar Institute-Research. 
Philadelphia. 

Whereupon, the Speaker, in the presence of the House, signed 
the same. 

gentleman, Mr. Merle PHILLIPS, be placed o n  leave for the 
balance of today's session. Without obiection, the leave will be 
granted. The c h a i r  hears n o  objection. - 

RESOLUTIONS PURSUANT TO RULE 35 

Mr. C N E R A  called u p  HR 412, PN 3350, entitled: 

A Resolution designating the week of May 11 through 17, 1998, as 
"Railroad Safety Week" in Pennsylvania. 

On the question, 
Will the House adopt the resolution? 

The following roll call was recorded: 

Adolph 
Allen 
Argall 
Annstmng 
Baker 
Bard 
Barley 
B m  
Battisto 
Belardi 
Belfanti 
Benninghoff 
Birmelin 
Bishop 
Blaum 
Boscola 
Boyes 
Browne 
Bunt 
Butkovitz 
Buxton 
Caltagirone 
Cappabianca 
Cam 

Druce 
Eachus 
Egolf 
Evans 
Fairchild 
Fargo 
Feese 
Fichter 
Fleagle 
Flick 
Forcier 
Gannon 
Geist 
George 
Giglioni 
Gladeck 
Godshall 
Gordner 
GNitza 
~ P P O  
Habay 
Haluska 
Hanna 
Harhai 

Lucyk 
Lynch 
Maher 
Maitland 
Major 
Manderino 
Markosek 
Marsico 
Masland 
Mayemik 
McCall 
McGeehan 
McGill 

Santoni 
Sather 
Saylor 
Schroder 
Schuler 
Semmel 
Serafini 
Seyfelf 
Shaner 
Smith, B. 
Smith, S. H. 
Snyder, D. W. 
Staback 

Mdlhatm Stairs 
McElhinney Steelman 
McNaughton Steil 
Melio Stem 
Michlovic Stetler 
Micoaie Stevenson 
Miller Svimnaner 
Mundy Studa 
Myen Surra 
Nailor Taylor, E. Z 
Nickol Tavlor. J. 

carone Harhau O'Brien &mas 
Casorio Hasay Olasz Tigue 
Cawley Hennessey Oliver Travaglio 
Chadwick Herman Orie Trello 
Civera Henhey Penel Trich 
Clark Hess Pesci True 
Clymer Horsey Peuarca Vance 
Cohen, L. I. Hutchinson Petrone Van Home 
Cohen. M. Itkin Pioov Veon 
~olafeila 
Colaizzo 
Comell 
Corpora 
Corrigan 
Cawell 
COY 
cuw 
Dalev 

Jadlowiec 
James 
Iarolin 
Josephs 
Kaiser 
Keller 
Kenney 
Kirkland 
Krebs 

pisieila Vitali 
Plans Walko 
Preston Washington 
Ramos Waugh 
Raymond Williams, A. H. 
Readshaw Williams, C. 
Reber Wilt 
Reinard Wogan 
Rieeer Woinaroski 

D ~ I ;  LaGrona ~obkrts ~r;ght,  M. N. 
DeLuca Laughlin Robinson Yewcic 
Dempsey Lawless Roebuck Youngblood 
Dent Lederer Rohrer Zirnmerman 
Demody Leh Rooney Zug 
DeWeese Lescovitz ROSS 
DiGimlamo Levdansky Rubley Ryan, 
Donatucci Lloyd Sainato Speaker 
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Comgan Kaiser Raymond Williams, A. H. 
Cowell Keller Readshaw Williams, C. 
COY Kemey Reber Wilt 
C ~ W  Kirkland Reinard Wogan 
Daley Krebs Rieger Wojnaroski 
Dally LaGmna Roberts Wright, M. N. 
DeLuca Laughlin Robinson Yewcic 
Dempsey Lawless Roebuck Youngblood 
Dent Lederer Rohrer Zimmennan 
Dermody Leh Rooney zug 
DeWeese LescoviQ Ross 
DiGirolamo Levdansky Rubley Ryan, 
DonaNcci Lloyd Sainato Speaker 

NAYS-O 

NOT VOTING4 

EXCUSED-5 

Bebko-Jones Scrimenti Tangelti Tulli 
Phillips 

The majority having voted in the affirmative, the question was 
determined in the affirmative and the resolution was adopted. 

* * *  

On the question, 
Will the House adopt the resolution? 

Clymer Horsey Petrarca Van% 
Cohen, L. I. Hutchinson Petmne Van Home 
Cohen, M. ltkin P~PPY Veon 
Colafella Jadlowiec Pistella Vitali 
Colaizzo James Plans Walko 
Comell Jarolin Preston Washington 
Corpora Josephs Ramos Waugh 
Corrigan Kaiser Raymond Williams, A. H. 
Cowell Keller Readshaw Williams, C. 
COY Kenney Reber Wilt 
curry Kirkland Reinard Wogan 
Daley Krebs Rieger Wojnamski 
Dally LaGrotta Roberts Wright, M. N. 
DeLuca Laughlin Robinson Yewcic 
Dempsey Lawless Roebuck Youngblood 
Dent Lederer Rohrer Zimmerman 
Dermody Leh Rooney Zug 
DeWeese Lescovitz Ross 
DiGimlamo Levdansky Rubley Ryan, 
Dona~cci  Lloyd Sainato Speaker 

NAYS-O 

NOT VOTING4 

EXCUSED-5 

Bebko-Jones Scrimenti Tangremi Tulli 
Phillips 

Ms. BOSCOLA called up HR 421, PN 3372, entitled: 

A Resolution designating April 6, 1998, as "Tartan Day" in 
Pennsylvania 

The following roll call was recorded: 

YEAS198 

The majority having voted in the affirmative, the question was 
determined in the affumative and the resolution was adopted. 

* * * 

Adolph 
Allen 
&gall 
Armstrong 
Baker 
Bard 
Barley 
BaIIar 
Banisto 
Belardi 
Beifanti 
Benninghoff 
Birmelin 
Bishop 
Blaum 
Boscola 
Boyes 
Browne 
Bunt 
ButkoviQ 
Buxton 
Caltagimne 
Cappabianca 
Cam 
Carone 
Casorio 
Cawley 
Chadwick 
Civera 
Clark 

Dwce 
Eachus 
Egolf 
Evans 
Fairchild 
Fargo 
Feese 
Fichter 
Fleagle 
Flick 
Forcier 
Gannon 
Geist 
George 
Giglioni 
Gladeck 
Godshall 
Gordner 
GruiQa 
~ P P O  
Habay 
Haluska 
Hanna 
Harhai 
Harhart 
Hasay 
Hennessey 
Herman 
Hershey 
Hess 

Lucyk 
Lynch 
M a k r  
Maitland 
Major 
Manderino 
Markosek 
Marsico 
Masland 
Mayemik 
McCall 
McGeehan 
McGill 
Mcllhatfan 
Mcllhinney 
McNaughton 
Melio 
Michlovic 
Micouie 
Miller 
Mundy 
Myers 
Nailor 
Nickol 
O'Brien 
Olasz 
Oliver 
One 
Perzel 
Pesci 

Santoni 
Sather 
Saylor 
Schroder 
Schuler 
Semmel 
Serafini 
Seyfen 
Shaner 
Smith, B. 
Smith, S. H. 
Snvder. D. W 
~tibacl;  
Stairs 
Steelman 
Steil 
Stem 
Stetler 
Stevenson 
StrittmaUer 
SNrla 
s m  
Taylor, E. Z. 
Taylor, J. 
Thomas 
Tigue 
Travaglio 
Trello 
Trich 

Mr. MARSICO called up HR 422, PN 3373, entitled: 

A Resoluoon recognizing April 24. 1998, as "Arbor Day": promoting I . .:. . ' '  . 
uub l s  uartripatlon in the celebrat~on: and funher recoznizine the value - - 

trees to ou; environment. 

On the question, 
Will the House adopt the resolution ? 

The following roll call was recorded: 

YEAS198 

Adol~h h c e  Lucvk 
~ l l e n '  Eachus ~ v & h  
Argall  golf ~ a h e r  
Armstrong Evans Maltland 
Baker Fairchild Major 
Bard Fargo Manderino 
Barley Feese Markosek 
Barrar Fichter Marsiw 
Banisto Fieele Masland 
Belardi ~lic;  Mayemik 
Belfanti Forcier McCall 
Benninghoff Gannon McGeehan 
Binnelin Geist McGill 
Bishop George McIlham 
Blaum Giglioni McIlhinney 
Boscala Gladeck McNaughton 
Boyes Godshall Melio 
Browne Gordner Michlovic 
Bunt GruiQa Micoaie 
Butkovitz G ~ P P O  Miller 
Buxton Habay Mundy 
Caltagimne Haluska Myers 

Santoni 
Sather 
Saylor 
Schroder 
Schuler 
Semmel 
Seratini 
Seyfen 
Shaner 
Smith, B. 
Smith, S. H. 
Snyder, D. W. 
Staback 
Stain 
Steelman 
Steil 
Stem 
Stetler 
Stevenson 
S h i m m e r  
Sturla 
S u m  



Cappabianca 
Cam 
Camne 
Casorio 
Cawley 
Chadwick 
Civera 
Clark 
Clymer 
Cohen, L. I. 
Cohen, M. 
Colafella 
Colaizzo 
Cornell 
Corpora 
Conigan 
Cowell 
COY 
C u m  
---. 
Dally 
DeLuca 
Dempsey 
Dent 
Dermody 
DeWeese 
DiGimlamo 
Donatucci 

Bebko-Jones 
Phillips 

APRIL 21 
Steil 
Stem 
Stetler 
Stevenson 
Strimnaner 
Sturla 
Surra 
Taylor, E. Z. 
Taylor, J. 
Thomas 
Tigue 
Travaglio 
Trello 
Trich 
T N ~  
Vance 
Van Home 
Veon 
Vitali 
Walko 
Washington 
Waugh 
Williams, A. H. 
Williams, C. 
Wilt 
Wogan 
Wojnaroski 
Wright, M N. 
Yewcic 
Youngblood 
Zimmerman 
zug 

Ryan, 
Speaker 

LEGISLATIVE 
Hanna Nailor Taylor, E. Z. 
Harhai Nickal Taylor, I. 
Harhart O'Brien Thomas 
Hasay Olasz Tigue 
Hennessey Oliver Travaglio 
Herman Orie Trello 
Henhey Penel Trich 
Hess Pesci True 
Horsey Petrarca Vance 
Hutchinson Petrone Van Home 
ltkin P~PPY Veon 
Jadlowiec Pistella Vitali 
James Plans Walko 
Jarolin Preston Washington 
Josephs Ramos Waugh 
Kaiser Raymond Williams, A. H. 
Keller Readshaw Williams, C. 
Kenney Reber Wilt 
Kirkland Reinard Wogan 
Krebs Rieger Wojnaroski 
LaGrotta Robens Wright, M. N. 
Laughlin Robinson Yewcic 
Lawless Roebuck Youngblood 
Lederer Rohrer Zimmerman 
Leh Rooney ZUg 
Leswi t z  Ross 
Levdansky Rubley Ryan, 
Lloyd Sainato Speaker 

NAYS-O 

NOT VOTING4 

EXCUSED-5 

Scrimenti Tangretti Tulli 
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Boscola Gladeck McNaughton 
Boyes Godshall Melio 
Browne Gordner Michlovic 
Bunt Gruika Micouie 
ButkoviQ ~ P P O  Miller 
Buxton Habay Mundy 
Caltagirone Haluska Myen 
Cappabianca Hanna Nailor 
Cam Harhai Nickol 
Carone Harhalt O'Brien 
Cesorio Hasay Olasz 
Cawley Hennessey Oliver 
Chadwick Herman Orie 
Civera Henhey Penel 
Clark Hess Pesci 
Clymer Honey Pefrarca 
Cohen, L. I. Hutchinson Petrone 
Cohen, M. ltkin P~PPY 
Colafella Jadlowiec Pistella 
Colaivo James Plans 
Comell Jarolin Preston 
Corpora Josephs Ramos 
Comgan Kaiser Raymond 
Cowell Keller Readshaw 
COY Kenney Reber 
culry Kirkland Reinard 
Daley Krebs Rieger 
Dally LaGrotta Robens 
DeLuca Laughlin Robinson 
Dempsey Lawless Roebuck 
Dent Lederer Rohrer 
Dermody Leh Rooney 
DeWeese Lescovitz Ross 
DiGirolamo Levdansky Rubley 
Donatucci Lloyd Sainato 

NAYS-O 

NOT V O T I N G - O  

Mrs. HARHART called up HR 423, PN 3375, entitled: 1 The majority having voted in the affrmative, the ques t ion  was 

The majority having voted in the affrmative, the question was 
determined in the aff i rmat ive  and the resolution was adopted. 

* * * 

EXCUSEB5 

Bebko-lones Scrimenti Tangteni Tulli 
Phillips 

On the question, 
Will the House adopt the resolution? 

A Resolution proclaiming the month of May 1998 as "YMCA 
Awareness Month" in Pennsylvania. 

The fol lowing roll  ca l l  was recorded: 

YEAS-198 

determined in the af f i rmat ive  and the resolution wasa.dopted. 

* * *  

Adolph 
Allen 
&gall 
Armstrong 
Baker 
Bard 
Barley 
Barrar 
Banisto 
Belardi 
Belfanti 
Benninghoff 
Bimelin 
Bishop 
Blaum 

Druce 
Eachus 
Egolf 
Evans 
Fairchild 
Fargo 
Feese 
Fichter 
Fleagle 
Flick 
Forcier 
Gannon 
Geist 
George 
Giglioni 

Lucyk 
Lynch 
Maher 
Maitland 
Major 
Manderino 
Markosek 
Marsico 
Masland 
Mayemik 
McCall 
McGeehan 
McGill 
Mcllhanan 
Mcllhinney 

Santoni 
Sather 
Saylor 
Schroder 
Schuler 
Semmel 
Serafini 
Sevferl 

Smith. B. 
Smith. S. H. 
Snyder, D. W. 
Staback 
Stairs 
Steelman 

Mr. BUXTON cal led  up HR 424, PN 3388, entitled: 

I A Resolution honorine the memorv o f  the United States Colored 
Troops and declaring ~a ru rza ) .  Ma!. 23, i998. ds C n l t c J  States Co lxcd  
I IOJPS L)3!" ~n Pcnns!lvani3. 

On the question, 
Will t h e  House adop t  t h e  resolu t ion  ? 

The fo l lowing  roll  call  was recorded: 

Adolph Dmce Lucyk Santoni 
Allen Eachus Lynch Sather 
Argall Egolf Maher Saylor 
h s t r o n g  Evans Maitland Schroder 
Baker Fairchild Major Schuler 
Bard Fxgo Manderino Semmel 
Barley Feese Markosek Serafini 



Banar 
Battisto 
Belardi 
Belfanti 
Benninghoff 
Binnelin 
Bishop 
Blaum 
Boscola 
Boyes 
Bmwne 
Bunt 
Butkovitz 
Buxton 
Caltagirone 
Cappabianca 
Cam 
Carone 
Casorio 
Cawley 
Chadwick 
Civera 
Clark 
Clymer 
Cohen, L. I. 
Cohen, M. 
Colafella 
Colaizzo 
Comell 
Corpora 
comgan 
Cowell 
COY 
c w  
Daley 
Dally 
DeLuca 
Dempsey 
Dent 
Dermody 
DeWeese 
DiGirolamo 
Donatucci 

Fichter 
Fleagle 
Flick 
Forcier 
Gannon 
Geist 
George 
Gigliotti 
Gladeck 
Godshall 
Gordner 
G ~ i t z a  
GruPPO 
Habay 
Haluska 
Hanna 
Harhai 
Harhart 
Hasay 
Hennessey 
Herman 
Hershey 
Hess 
Honey 
Hutchinson 
Itkin 
Jadlowiec 
lames 
lamlin 
Josephs 
Kaiser 
Keller 
Kenney 
Kirkland 
Krebs 
LaGroUa 
Laughlin 
Lawless 
Lederer 
Leh 
Lescovitz 
Levdansky 
Lloyd 

LEGISLATIVE 
Marsico 
Masland 
Mayernik 
McCall 
McGeehan 
McGill 
Mcllhattan 
Mcllhinney 
McNaughton 
Melio 
Michlovic 
Micovie 
Miller 
Mundy 
Myers 
Nailor 
Nickol 
O'Brien 
Olasz 
Oliver 
Orie 
Peael 
Pesci 
Petrarca 
Petrone 
P~PPY 
Pistella 
Platts 
Preston 
Ramos 
Raymond 
Readshaw 
Reber 
Reinard 
Rieger 
Robem 
Robinson 
Roebuck 
Rohrer 
Rooney 
ROSS 
Rubley 
Sainato 

NOT VOTING4 

Seyfert 
Shaner 
Smith, B. 
Smith, S. H. 
Snyder, D. W. 
Staback 
Stairs 
Steelman 
Steil 
Stem 
Stetler 
Stevenson 
Strimnatter 
Sturla 
Surra 
Taylor, E. Z. 
Taylor, I. 
Thomas 
Tigue 
Travaglio 
Trello 
Trich 
True 
Vance 
Van Home 
Veon 
Vitali 
Walk0 
Washington 
Waugh 
Williams, A. H. 
Williams, C. 
Wilt 
wogan 
Wojnaroski 
Wright, M. N. 
Yewcic 
Youneblood 

Ryan, 
Speaker 
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Buxton 
Caltagimne 
Cappabianca 
Cam 
Camne 
carorio 
Cawley 
Chadwick 
Civera 
Clark 
Clymer 
Cohen, L. I. 
Cohen, M. 
Colafella 
Colaizzo 
Cornell 
Corpora 
Comgan 
Cowell 
COY 
curry 
Daley 
Dally 
DeLuca 
Dempsey 
Dent 
Dennodv 

Bebko-Jones Scrimenti Tangretti Tulli 
Phillips 

The majority having voted in the affirmative, the question was 
determined in the affmative a n d  the resolution was adopted.  

* * * 

Mr. KENNEY called up HR 425, PN 3389, entitled: 

A Resolution congahllating the Artisans Order of Mutual Protection 
on the celebration of its 125th anniversaty on  May 1, 1998. 

On the question, 
Will  the House adopt the resolution? 

De~ees ;  
DiGimlamo 
Donatucci 

HOUSE 
YEAS198 

DIUW Lucyk 
Eachus Lynch 
Egolf Maher 
Evans Maidand 
Fairchild Major 
Fargo Manderino 
Feesc Markorck 
Fichter Marsiw 
Fleagle Masland 
Flick Mayernik 
Forcier McCall 
Gannon McGeehan 
Geist McGill 
George Mcllhauan 
Gieliotti Mcllhinnev 
~ l z d e c k  ~ c ~ a u ~ h i o n  
Godshall Melio 
Gordner Michlovic 
Gruiaa Micouie 
GNPPO Miller 
Habav Mundy 
~ a l u i k a   ye& 
Hanna Nailor 
Harhai Nickol 
Harhart O'Brien 
Hasay Olasz 
Hennessey Oliver 
Herman Orie 
Henhey Perzel 
Hess Pesci 
Horsev Petrarca 
~utch:nson Petrone 
ltkin P~PPY 
ladlowiec Pistella 
lames Platts 
lamlin Preston 
Josephs Ramos 
Kaiser Raymond 
Keller Readshaw 
Kenney Reber 
Kirkland Reinard 
Krebs Rieger 
LaGrotta Roberts 
Laughlin Robinson 
Lawless Roebuck 
Lederer Rohrer 
Leh Rooney 
Leswvitz Ross 
Levdansky Rubley 
Lloyd Sainato 

NAYS-O 

NOT VOTING4 

EXCUSED-5 

Santoni 
Sather 
Saylor 
Schmder 
Schuler 
Semmel 
Seralini 
Seyfert 
Shaner 
Smith, B. 
Smith, S. H 
Snyder, D. W. 
Staback 
Stain 
Steelman 
Steil 
Stem 
Stetler 
Stevenson 
StrimnaUer 
Sturla 
Surra 
Taylor, E. Z. 
Taylor, J. 
Thomas 
Tigue 
Travaglio 
Trello 
TriCh 
Tme 
Vance 
Van Home 
Veon 
Vitali 
Walko 
Washington 
Waugh 
Williams, A. H. 
Williams, C. 
Wilt 
WOFan 
Wolnaroski 
Wright, M. N. 
Yewcic 
Youngblood 
Zimmerman 
zug 

Ryan, 
Speaker 

The majority having voted in the affirmative, the question was 
determined in the aff i rmat ive  and the resolution was adopted. 

The following roll call was recorded: I 
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GUESTS INTRODUCED 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is pleased to welcome to the hall of 
the House today a group of senior citizens from the Hershey's Mill 
community, East Goshen Township, Chester County, here today 
as the guests of Representative Elinor Taylor. Would the guests 
please rise. 

BILL ON THIRD CONSIDERATION 

The House proceeded to third consideration of HB 2100, PN 
3318, entitled: 

An Act amending the act of March 10,1949 (P.L.30, No. 14), known 
as the Public School Code of 1949, fu&er providing for continuing 
professional development and a program for continuing professional 
education. 

On the question, 
Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration? 

BILL RECOMMITTED 

The SPEAKER The Chair recognizes the majority leader. 
Mr. PERZEL. Mr. Speaker, I move, on page 5 of today's 

calendar, HB 2100, PN 33 18, be recommitted to the Committee on 
Appropriations. 

On the question, 
Will the House agree to the motion ? 
Motion was agreed to. 

REPORT OF 
COMMITTEE OF CONFERENCE 

Mr. PERZEL called up for consideration the following 
Report of the Committee of Conference on HB 2281, PN 3395, 
entitled: 

An Act to pro\,ide from thr General Fund for the expenses of the 
Executive, Legislative and Judicial Deparunenrs of thc Commonwealth, 
thc public debt and for the public schools for the fiscal year Jul) 1, 1998, 
to June 30, 1999, for cerIain innitutions and organizations, and for the 
payment of bills incurred and remaining unpaid at rhc close of the fiscal 
ye& ending June 30, 1998; to provi& appropriations from the State 
Lonery Fund, the Energy Conservation and Assistance Fund, the 
Hazardous Material Response Fund, The State Stores Fund, the Milk 
Marketing Fund, the Home Investment Tmst Fund, the Emergency 
Medical Services Operating Fund, the Ben FranklinARC Painnership 
Fund, the Tuition Payment Fund, the Banking Department Fund and the 
Firearm Ownership Fund to the Executive Depamnent; to provide 
appropriations from the Judicial Computer System Augmentation Account 
to the Judicial Department; to provide appropriations from the Motor 
License Fund for the fiscal vear Julv 1. 1998. to June 30. 1999. for the 
proper opemion of the se!,e& dep&ents of the Commonucalrh and the 
Pennsylvania State Police authorized to spend Motor Liccnsc Fund 
moneys; to provide for the appropriation of Federal funds to the 
Executive and Judicial Departments of the Commonwealth and for 
the establishment of restricted receipt accounts for the fiscal year 
July 1, 1998, to June 30, 1999, and for the payment ,of bills remaining 
unpaid at the close of the fiscal year ending June 30, 1998; and to provide 
for the additional appropriation of Federal and State funds for the 
Executive Department of the Commonwealth for the fiscal year 

lul? 1, 1997, lo June 30, 1998, and for the payment of bills ~ncumd and 
remaining unpaid at the close of the fiscal year ending June 30, 1997. 

On the question, 
Will the House adopt the report of the committee of 

conference ? 

The SPEAKER. On that question, the Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Delaware County, Mr. Vitali. 

Mr. VITALI. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, I would like to point out that in this conference 

committee report- 
The SPEAKER. Pardon me, Mr. Vitali. Will the gentleman 

yield. 
Members will please take their seats; members will please take 

I their seats. 
For the benefit of the members, I remind the members that the 

special rules that were adopted affecting the budget are in effect. 
Each member is permitted to debate one time for a period 
not in excess of 5 minutes. The clock will be operated by the 
Chief Clerk's clerk, and it will be operating and you will be able 

1 to see it appearing on the board above the names. 
Please, please be seated. Anyone debating has a limitation of 

debate, and if I have to interrupt because of distractions on the 
floor, it counts against their time, which is not fair. 

Mr. VITALI. Do not encourage them, Mr. Speaker. 
The SPEAKER. No, this does not count against you, Mr. Vitali. 
Mr. VITALI. I did not want you to encourage them, 1 Mi *eaker. 
The SPEAKER. If this counted against you, I would keep 

1 talking for a while. 
Mr. VITALI. I bet you would. 
The SPEAKER The Chair recognizes the gentleman, 

Mr. Vitali. 
Mr. VITALI. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, the conference committee report increases the 

1 appropriation for the Community Revitalization Program to 
$45 million. 

Mr. Speaker, as this House is aware, although may not publicly 
admit, these are WAMs (walking-around moneys); this is a 
legislative slush fund for legislators, and the citizens of 
Pennsylvania should be aware of what is going on. This is a 
95-percent increase over the past 2 years. This appropriation was 
$24 million in the 1996-1997 budget and a $35-million 
appropriation in the 1997-1998 budget. 

Mr. Speaker, this is not a competitive grant pro,- but 
continues to fund the parades, the statues, the playground 
equipments, and other nonessential items that should not be the 
subject of our tax dollars. 

Mr. Speaker, just a review of the last round of WAM grants 
released in February indicates that our tax dollars can be better 
spent. We have, in Butler County, $7,000 for a Civil War statue; 
in Delaware County, $5,000 for cheerleaders and junior football; 
in Lehigh County, we have $5,000 for a Celtic Highlands Festival, 
we have $10,000 for a Veterans Day parade in Allegheny County, 
and on and on and on, Mr. Speaker This is not the higbest and best 
use of our tax dollars. 

Mr. Speaker, in the budget that this House passed, we put 
language in there that would have required awards to be made on 
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a merit-need basis and it required scoring and other safeguards that I Mr. BARLEY. Yes, Mr. Speaker. There is the anticipation that 
would have ensured that this would put our tax dollars to better 
use. The Senate has taken that language out and there are no longer 
those protections in this. 

Mr. Speaker, this pro-gam, as House members know and the 
public should know, is nothing more than an incumbency 
protection tool that allows legislators to garner the favor of 
potential voters in their districts and also a leadership control tool 
which allows leaders to control members by the granting or 
withholding of grants. This is not the right use for our tax dollars. 

Mr. Speaker, it has further evolved into a device for 
inner-caucus warfare by allowing members of the Democratic 
Caucus to give out these funds inappropriately. 

Mr. Speaker, in 1994 Governor Ridge pledged to eliminate 
WAMs. He said, quote, "In the Ridge administration, WAMs are 
history." Well, Mr. Speaker, this conference committee report 
contains $45 million in WAMs, and I am going to ask the 
Governor to blue-line this entire appropriation if in fact this 
remains, if in fact this conference committee report is approved. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 

FILMING PERMISSION 

The SPEAKER. The Chair wishes to advise the members that 
permission has been ,ganted to the Lancaster Sunday News to take 
still photographs on the floor during the next 15 minutes. 

CONSIDERATION OF HB 2281 CONTINUED 

The SPEAKER. On the question of the adoption of the 
committee of conference report, the gentleman, Mr. Cowell. 

Mr. COWELL. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, would the majority chairman of the 

Appropriations Committee stand for interrogation, please ? 
The SPEAKER The gentleman, Mr. Barley, indicates he will 

stand for interrogation. You may proceed. 
Mr. COWELL. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
I just wanted clarification on three items that appear under the 

Department of Education in HE 2281, the conference committee 
report. On page 54, in the general government operations of the 
Department of Ed, there is included what appears to be anew item, 
new language. It says it includes "...$400,000 for costs of 
professional services associatea with various law suits." Could you 
explain which lawsuits that is intended to deal with? 

Mr. BARLEY. Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
There are several issues before the department. One happens to 

be charter schools, a legal issue involving charter schools, an 
actual challenge, and there are some additional legal issues before 
the department, and that is the reason the money was put in that 
lime so that it would be available to defend the various lawsuits. 

Mr. COWELL. Mr. Speaker, my understanding is the 
Commonwealth is often the subject of lawsuits around all kinds of 
legislation and programs. Is there a particular reason to step 
outside of the usual processes and appropriations and legal counsel 
provisions that we have and provide for this separate appropriation 
for the department which seems to allow them complete arbitrary 
authority to hire attorneys within the $400,000 limit? 

there may he some extraordiary costs or unusual costs this year, 
and that is why we have the additional money built into the budget. 

Mr. COWELL. Mr. Speaker, just two other items. On page 56 
of the bill, the charter schools initiatives line item now provides for 
$4.6 million, and on page 65 of the bill, there is a line item for 
school district demonstration projects of $4.1 million. Is there any 
existing or proposed statutory language that would guide or direct 
the depiutment in terms of the use of those charter school moneys 
and the school district demonshation project moneys? 

Mr. BARLEY. Yes, Mr. Speaker. The process for that money 
to be used and to be distributed will be done in accordance with 
the process that we followed in previous budgets, so there is not 
any specific language in this bill or accompanying language. We 
will rely upon the methods that were used in previous years and in 
previous budgets to drive that money out. 

Mr. COWELL. Mr. Speaker, correct me if I am wrong, but my 
recollection is, those previous processes were not provided for 
anywhere in the statute. That was left to the Secretary of Education 
or somebody else to unilaterally or outside of statutory guidance 
decide who is going to get these grants? 

Mr. BARLEY. Well, Mr. Speaker, the general appropriation 
act, the bill that is before us, is a statute. I mean, that becomes law 
for the upcoming year. The moneys will be driven out under the 
dict ion of the Department of Education and, of course, under the 
direction of the Secretary as the head of the Department of 
Education. So as we have done in previous years, we will be 
administering the money in a similar fashion. 

Mr. COWELL. All right. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
If I might be recognized for a brief remark? 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman is in order and may proceed. 
Mr. COWELL. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, it is possible to quibble about all kinds of details 

in a bill this complex. I would note, though, that the questions I 
raised were examples of three significant line items where this 
legislature is really handmg over large sums of money to the 
Department of Education to hire attorneys or to the Secretary of 
Education without any guidance from us to distribute moneys for 
charter schools or for the so-called demonstration grants. One of 
our other members, who spoke just a moment ago, might call them 
WAMs. They look more like WAMs than sound education policy, 
and I would simply urge that we recognize them for what they 
really are. 

The only other remark I would make in closing: The most 
significant thiig about this budget, particularly as it relates to 
education issues, is what it fails to do. We again have failed to 
invest in thimgs that work - we failed to invest in young children; 
we failed to invest in smaller classes; we failed to invest in books; 
we failed to invest in early childhood education; we failed to do 
anything significant to address the fundamental problem of school 
fmance in this State, and that is the unequal education opportunity 
based upon or a result of an unequal school fmance system that 
haunts our schools and gets in the way of millions of children, 
thousands of children, having a meaningful opportunity to learn. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 
The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Delaware, 

Mr. Civera 
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Mr. CIVERA. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, tirst of all, I would like to applaud the I CONSIDERATION OF HB 2281 CONTINUED 

~ ~ ~ r o ~ r i & i o n s  chairman for doing a fme job with HB 2281. 
But the remarks just a few minutes ago by the previous speaker, 

not the speaker that just sat down, in regards to the Department of 
Community and Economic Development grants - and so long that 
this has been going on, this dialogue that I have listened to in this 
House chamber for the last 2 years - when they revised that part 
of the budget, it is done in a way that if a municipality or an 
association qualifies and they are eligible to receive those grants, 
they receive them. 

Now, it appears to me that when money is taken from the State, 
which we are all about, every one of these legislative districts is to 
come up here to fight for what we can bring back to that local 
governing body or that association that we represent, because the 
reality of that is that it reduces the local property taxes because that 
dollar has to come from someplace, whether it comes from the 
local budget or whether it comes from us. And for us to open up 
the door, to share that wealth to different community organizations 
and associations, I do not see anything wrong with it, but I dispute 
that the area that the gentleman represents, what bas he done in 
that community to reduce those property taxes to help different 
associations? And that is what I am touching on. I am sony, 
Mr. Speaker; I realize I am out of line. 

I agree that this conference report does exactly what we are 
going to do to vote on it today - it reduces the business taxes; it 
gives, it shares the wealth in this Commonwealth - and therefore, 
I so heartily support this conference report. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 
The gentleman, Mr. Michlovic. 
Mr. MICHLOVIC. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, I was not going to speak on this bill until the 

gentleman just completed his statement, and I just want him to 
know and the other members in this chamber to know that there 
are communities that have filed applications for that community 
revitalition grant and have not been successful. Maybe his 
communities have been successful, but I have a number of 
communities and I have talked to some of my colleagues around 
me here that have submitted applications time and again, made 
calls, and they have not received the same k i d  of treatment. 

Now, the difference, of course, is pretty obvious to me; it may 
not he to others viewing this, but those applications, I submit, as 
the gentleman did earlier, are handed out on a very partisan basis, 
and I do not think there is any denying that. I want people to know 
that there are communities that have submitted applications and 
have not been successful. We would l i e  to have our property 
taxes reduced by subsidies from the State, too, but it just is not 
happening in many communities. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 

GUESTS INTRODUCED 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is pleased to welcome to the 
hall of the House today a group of guests of Representative 
Stephen Barrar of Delaware County, participants from the 
Close-up Harrisburg '98 program. These students are from 
Chichester, Gamet Valley, and Valley Forge Military Academy. 
They are seated in the balcony. Would the guests please rise. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Delaware, Mr. Adolph. 

Mr. ADOLPH. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
On behalf of the thousands of families in Pennsylvania who 

have family members that suffer from epilepsy, I want to thank my 
colleagues from both sides of the aisle, as well as the House 
leadership, the Senate leadership, and the Governor for 
appropriating the $450,000 in this year's budget. I huly want to 
thank you from the bottom of my heart and so do those people. 
Thank you very much. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman, Mr. Itkin. 
Mr. ITKIN. Mr. Speaker, a couple of weeks ago the Easter 

Bunny hopped through Pennsylvania, and he even took a few 
punches from a patron in a mall in Erie. But today we are 
welcoming another munificent holiday figure 8 months ahead of 
schedule. Mr. Speaker, with this budget, Santa Claus has come to 
town. 

With tax cuts primarily good for bragging rights and a few 
bucks more for every worthy cause in Pennsylvania, this budget is 
a classic in election-year largesse. The only thing that is missing, 
in fact, is the considered judgment of this House. We added our 
own priorities to the list with increased funding for a number of 
worthy projects, l i e  agricultural research, tourism promotion, 

I disaster assistance, teacher professional development, library 
services for the blind and disabled, higher education equal 
oppomity grants, alternative schools, class size reduction, mine 
reclamation, an Internet site for nursing home information, an 

I insurance consumer advocate, and shared rides for the disabled, 
child-care workers' loan forgiveness, Hispanic business centers. 
The list goes on. During hours of careful deliberation, we either 
added or increased funding for all these programs. Where will you 
fmd it today? Not in this bill; not in this bill. 

1 For goodness' sake, this bill was printed without even a 
printer's number. If that does not tell you how little our input 
counted, I do not know what will. 

Years from now political science classes will study this bill as 
1 a classic lesson in incumbency protection, and I am not talking 

about our own seats. 
This House actually approved a budget that benefits 

Pennsylvania's working families. We brought our constituents' 1 prio!ties to this chamber and we stated our cases, and after careful 
consideration of the merits, we voted each other's amendments up 
or down. Where are those amendments? Not in this bill. This is 
not democracy; it is government by fiat. We are the people's 

I chambers, but we have been muzzled, and that means that the 
people of Pennsylvania are muzzled and they have no voice in 
Harrisburg. 

This budget does not help the typical Pennsylvania family 
stretch its budget a little farther; it does not allow a single mother 
to quit her second job because the first one cannot support a 
family; it does not make a college degree affordable for more 
young men and women. In short, Mr. Speaker, this budget 
does not move Pennsylvania forward; it does not embrace a 
21st century of opportunity and prosperity. Instead, it promotes 
stagnation in wages, in taxes, in hiring, in education, in busmess 
imovation. 
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The last time we saw this bill, the House cast a vote for progress 

and prosperity. Today we are voting for the status quo. 
Mr. Speaker, the people of Pennsylvania deserve mucb, mucb 
better. I hope that the members of this chamber will rise to the 
occasion and subsequently provide a budget that does that. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 
Does the gentleman, Mr. DeWeese, desire recognition? The 

gentleman, Mr. DeWeese, is recognized. 
Mr. DeWEESE. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Hamlet asked the question again and again, and I do not know 

that he ever figured out the answer. I do not know whether we are 
ever going to figure out the answer, but we are taking arms against 
a sea of troubles in Pennsylvania. 

And as my worthy colleague, Dr. Itkin, mentioned, this 
conference report certainly does not reflect the enthusiasm, the 
vigor, the passion, the farsightedness of our debates several 
weeks ago. This budget has been caressed and cosseted by 
Bob Bittenbender and his staff, and the General Assembly has 
acquiesced to it. 

We are enjoying the Bill Clinton economy. Fifty Governors - 
50 Governors -have surpluses tonight across the land, and we 
have a burgeoning surplus here in Pennsylvania, a burgeoning 
surplus, unprecedented in the history of this room. No one who 
ever served in this room has experienced the same things that we 
have experienced in this session of the General Assembly - 
hundreds of millions of dollars cascading into the State Treasury 
at the same time Tom Ridge, Tom Ridge, has been playing a shell 
game with the Pennsylvania taxpayers, a shell game. He estimates 
the revenue, with Bob Bittenbender's help, at this many billions, 
and the revenue comes in with $500 million more year after year 
after year. 

Why, why, Mr. Speaker, are we here in April doing a budget 
that normally is done in late May or early or middle June or, 
God forbid, when the iron tongue of midnight doth toll 12 on 
June 30? We are here because of the political opportunism of 
Tom Ridge and the majority party in both sides of this building. 

We have $1 billion more that we are paying in Greene County, 
Schuylkill, Monroe, Snyder, Fayette, all up along the New York 
border, in East Stroudsburg, and down along the battlefield of 
Gettysburg. We are paying $1 billion more in Pennsylvania in 
property taxes, $1 billion more than when Tom Ridge came to 
town, $1 billion more for mom and pop on their property taxes, 
and you folks, you folks, you Republican members, at the 
supplications of your Governor, are allowing for $3% billion in tax 
reductions for big business. So big business - something is not 
right here - big business in this State gets a $3%-billion tax 
decrease, and mom and pop, $1 billion in school property taxes, 
up, up, up, up, up in those rural townships and boroughs across the 
State, across the State. 

And one more thing while we are talking about education: As 
unbelievable as it is, as this State swims in a great Niagara of cash, 
we bave the second highest college tuition in our public colleges 
of any of the 50 States. That is a stupendous revelation. That 
should make a titanic impact upon all of you, especially those of 
you who come from areas like Slippery Rock, or Millersville, or 
East Stroudsburg, or Clarion, Mansfield State, California State. 
Those young men and women and their families, they are already 
getting hit hard on property taxes back home, and now you are 
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allowing them to pay the second highest college tuition in the 
United States, and Tom Ridge, he cannot count thdse millions fast 
enough as they come rolling into the State Treasury. Bittenbender 
said they would be down here, but year after year they are up here. 

I am vexed; I am befuddled. I cannot figure you folks out. How 
can you sit here in April passing a budget when we are going to 
have hundreds and hundreds of millions of dollars coming in that 
could reduce college tuition in Pennsylvania, that could reduce 
property taxes in Pennsylvania, and yet cavalierly, cavalierly, 
nonchalantly, acquiescently, superciliously, you look down and 
you vote "yes" on this conference committee, although it looks 
nothing at all l i e  what we sent over to the State Senate. But I 
guess, I guess I should be used to your, your inclinations. They 
seem inexorable. You seem automatically on an automatic pilot 
ready to vote this way. You have already done it. You have raised 
the dog licenses, you have raised the fishing licenses, you have 
raised the gasoline taxes $400 million; $400 million you bave 
raised all these taxes, and yet all this money is coming into the 
State Treasury, but you want to get out of town. In plain words - 
and sometimes I opt for the monosyllabic - shell game, shell 
game. That is what you are perpetuating. It is obvious; it is so 
obvious. 

Nothing you are doing in this budget is going to reduce class 
sizes in the State. Oneof the most important th'mgs we could do 
for basic education in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania is to 
reduce class sizes. Hundreds of millions of dollars and you are not 
doing anything on the reduction of class sizes, but again, that has 
been your inclination. 

Head Start; Head Start. We have a lot of poor kids in this State. 
Nobody denies that early intervention, especially in the rural areas, 
in the urban centers, is one of the most magnificent opportunities 
that government can have - an activist, aggressive government, not 
a nonchalant and distant government. 

Mr. Speaker, 1 shall oppose this conference report. I shall take 
arms against the sea of troubles. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Lancaster County, Mr. Barley. 

Mr. BARLEY. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
I anticipate I will be a bit more subdued. 
I would just l i e  to say that at a time when more 

Pennsylvanians than ever are working at good jobs, with this 
budget we will cut taxes and create even more jobs in 
Pennsylvania. 

This year we are set, we are set within moments, hopefully, to 
pass the earliest budget and I believe the best budget in the history 
of Pennsylvania. 

The budget reduces taxes -reduces taxes - by $218 million, 
and that means more jobs for Pennsylvania, more jobs for the 
future. With this budget we are building a future for Pennsylvania 
-we are offering tax breaks for homeowners, incentives for the 
small and the family-oriented businesses, and we are offering 
credits for startups in these small businesses as well. 

Another top priority is improved job training and workforce 
development. We are looking at what we can do to move people 
from the good jobs of today to the great jobs of tomorrow. This 
budget gives $30 million more for job training. As I bave said 
before, in Pennsylvania a high school diploma should be a bridge 
to the future, not a dead-end street. With $121 million more for 
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basic education, $46 million more for special education, we are 
helping to build a future for our children. 

%is budget is a budget for pennsylvania working families and 
everyone who works hard to collect a paycheck, With this budget 
we will end- we end-the personal income tax On families Of four 
earning less than $25,000. Many of these families take home about 
s7O0 every weeks, and the State presently takes away S700 in 
State taxes annually from these families. We Can give the people 
in Pennsylvania who work hardest for their money 2 more weeks 
of take-home pay per year by this provision, and for them, this 
budget means more take-home pay. 

~ ~ ~ ~ t h ~ ~  we have been fighting the war on crime in 
Pennsylvania, and with this budget we continue to build on that 
commitment. In Pennsvlvania todav. eovernment is workinc. This ..- - 
budget is evidence of h a t .  

And finally, Mr. Speaker, I would just l i e  to commend each of 
the members on both sides of the aisle. We had a process that has 
been very open, we  had a process that has been professional, we 
had a process throughout the Appropriations hearings that was fair, 
and what it has led to is our o ~ ~ o r m n i t v  in the next few moments 

The SPEAKER On the question of adoption of the conference 1 Baker 

education. That, Mr. Speaker, is a commitment to the youth of our 
Commonwealth. 

Speaking of commitments, this is a budget that reaches out to children 
and their well-being by making asl5.5-million increase of funding to the 
CHIP program (Children's Health Insurance Program). Eligibility limits 
are raised from age 16 to 18 to ensure even broader health coverage for 

MK Speaker, by voting in favor of this budget, we can all take 
satisfaction in knowing that we have made government leaner while 
stretcher taxpayer dollars to serve more people more efficiently. Let us 
make this budget vote the start of a bipartisan effort to continue building 
Pennsylvania into a State next to none in its commitment to children, 
families, and jobs. Let future citizens who stride these halls look at this 

as One of our greatest achievements. 
Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

On the question recurring, 
Will the House adopt the report of the committee of 

conference ? 
The SPEAKER. Agreeable to the provisions of the Constitution, 

the yeas and nays will now he taken. . . 
to pass what I believe is the earliest and the best budget in the 
history of Pennsylvania. Thank you very much. 
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Mr. FLEAGLE. Yes. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman is recognized. 
Mr. FLEAGLE. Mr. Speaker, I would just like to submit 

remarks for the record on the conference report. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman is in order and should submit 

his remarks to the desk. 

Mr. FLEAGLE submitted the following remarks for the 
Legislative Journal: 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
MI. Speaker, I rise in support of the Conference Report for HB 2281, 

which contains the 1998-99 fiscal year budget for our Commonwealth. 
Many of us in this chamber remember the "lean" years of the early 1990s 
when high taxes choked the revenue- and job-producing segment of our 
economy to the point of limiting our scarce resources available for 
education, our children, and our senior citizens. 

We have heard many in the past few weeks decry the very existence 
of a healthy surplus. MI. Speaker, I am sure that the Ridge administration 
does not claim sole responsibility for the strong economy that we now 
enjoy. But I like to think that the sacrifices and tight budgets of the first 
several years of this administration have fueled an economy with 
incentives for businesses to expand and create jobs for our constituents. 

What indeed should we do with a surplus, Mr. Speaker? Should we 
invest it in job-producing programs, in schools, and in health-care 
programs as this budget does? l think the answer is pretty clear, 
Mr. Speaker. Inflation has settled in at around 2 percent per year, 
Mr. Speaker. Yet this budget targets more than 3% percent for most of the 
St&-funded educational institutions, more if you consider other savings 
to local school districis in pension contributions. 

As for State appropriations for higher education, Pennsylvania ranks 
ninth in the nation. In FY 1996-97, Pennsylvania spent $1.6 billion on 
higher education. Only four less populous States spent more on higher 
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Wilt 
wogan 
Wojnaroski 
Wright. M. N. 
Yewcic 
Zimmerman 
zug 

Ryan, 
Speaker 
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Belardi CUW James Rooney 
Cam DeWeese Josephs Steelman 
Carone George Lawless Surra 
Cohen, M. Godshall Manderino Veon 
Corpora ltkin Roebuck Youngblood 

NOT VOTING4 

Bebko-Jones Scrimenti Tangretti Tulli 
Philli~s 

The majority required by the Constitution having voted in the 
affirmative, the question was determined in the affrmative and the 
report of the committee of conference was adopted. 

Ordered, That the clerk inform the Senate accordiigly. 

BILL SIGNED BY SPEAKER 

Bill numbered and entitled as follows having been prepared for 
presentation to the Governor, and the same being correct, the title 
was publicly read as follows: 

An Act to provide from the General Fund for the expenses of the 
Executive, Legislative and Judicial Departments of the Commonwealth, 
the public debt and for the public schools for the fiscal year July 1, 1998, 
to June 30, 1999, for certain institutions and organizations, and for the 
payment of bills incurred and remaining unpaid at the close of the 
fiscal year ending June 30, 1998; to provide appropriations from the 
State Lottery Fund, the Energy Conservation and Assistance Fund, 
the Hazardous Material Response Fund, The State Stores Fund, the 
Milk Marketing Fund, the Home Investment Trust Fund, the Emergency 
Medical Services Operating Fund, the Ben FrankliflRC Partnership 
Fund, the Tuition Payment Fund, the Banking Department Fund and the 
Firearm Ownership Fund to the Executive Department: to provide 
appropriations from the Judicial Computer System Augmentation Account 
to the Judicial Deoartment: to orovide ao~ro~riations from the Motor 
Liccnse Fund for {he fiscal ) c & ~ u l ~  I,  1'9b8,'to June 30. 1999, for the 
proper openuon of h e  sekeral depanmenls of the Common!rcalth and the 
Pmnsvl\ania State l'ol~ce author~zed to wend Motor Llcensc Fund 
moneys; to provide for the appropriatiod of Federal funds to the 
Executive and Judicial Departments of the Commonwealth and for 
the establishment of restricted receipt accounts for the fiscal year 
July 1, 1998, to June 30, 1999, and for the payment of bills remaining 
unpaid at the close of the fiscal year ending June 30, 1998; and to provide 
for the additional appropriation of Federal and State funds for the 
Executive Department of the Commonwealth for the fiscal year 
July 1, 1997, to June 30, 1998, and for the payment of bills incurred and 
remaining unpaid at the close of the fiscal year ending June 30, 1997. 

Whereupon, the Speaker, in the presence of the House, signed 
the same. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair requests the lady, Mrs. Vance, to 
temporarily preside. 

THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 
(PATRICIA H. VANCE) PRESIDING 

BILLS ON THIRD CONSIDERATION 

The House proceeded to third consideration of HB 2400, P N  
3314, entitled: 

An Act providing for the rights and privileges of taxpayers with 
respect to certain taxes levied by political subdivisions. 

On the question, 
Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration? 

Mr. CORRIGAN offered the following amendment No. 
A1999: 

Amend Sec. 505, page 25, line 22, by inserting after "PROCEDURE)." 
Ouestions raised bv an a~oeal shall be determined on . .. 
the record made before the court. 

On the question, 
Will the House agree to the amendment ? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. On that question, the Chair 
recognizes the gentleman from Bucks County, Mr. Corrigan. 

Mr. CORRIGAN. Thank you, Madam Speaker. 
Madam Speaker, I would first like to congratulate Chairman 

Boyes and Chairman Trello. Chairman Boyes a year and a half ago 
appointed a subcommittee to look into the problem of tax 
collection in Pennsylvania and appointed Representative Druce as 
chairman of that committee. The results of that year or year and a 
half s work is on your desks today, and I want to salute those 
people who put it together. 

The amendment that I have is fairly simple. It just provides that 
questions as far as making a record would be done in the common 
pleas court and not in any of the hearings prior to the court. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Bucks County, Mr. Dmce. 

Mr. DRUCE. Thank you, Madam Speaker. 
The amendment offered by my colleague in Bucks County I 

thii helps to strengthen the bill, and I would urge the members to 
support the amendment. 

On the question recurring, 
Will the House agree to the amendment? 

The following roll call was recorded: 

Adolph 
Allen 
&gall 
AImstIong 
Baker 
Bard 
Barley 
B r n  
Banisto 
Belardi 
Belhti 

Eachus 
Egolf 
Evans 
Fairchild 
Fargo 
Feese 
Fichter 
Fle%le 
Flick 
Forcier 
Gannon 

Lynch 
Maher 
Maitland 
Major 
Manderino 
Markosek 
Marsic0 
Masland 
Mayemik 
McCall 
McGeehan 

Sather 
Saylor 
Schmder 
Schuler 
Semmel 
Seratini 
Seyferl 
Shaner 
Smith, B. 
Smith, S. H. 
Snyder, D. W. 
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~ i & e  GruiQa 
Bunt ~ P P O  
Butk0vi.Q Habay 
Buxton Haluska 
Caltagirone Hanna 
Cappabianca Harhai 
Camne HarhM 
ca~orio m a y  
Cawley Hennessey 
Chadwick Herman 
Civera Henhey 
Clark Hess 
Clnna Honey 

Benninghoff Geist McGill Staback 
Birmelin George Mcllhanan Stain 
Bishop Giglioni Mcllhinney Steelman 

Gladeck McNaughton Steil Blaum 
Boscola Godshall Melio Stem 
Boves Gordner Michlovic Stetler 

~dhen,  L. I. 
Cohen, M. 
Colafella 
Colaizzo 
Comell 
Corpora 
comgan 
Cowell 
COY 
Cum 

(I) advises of the right to inspect all records, to request and 
receive copies of records and to appeal decisions of the office; 

(2) sets forth the appeal procedure and deadlines; 
(3) explains the constitutional requirement that all properties 

must be assessed using the same method and predetermined ratio and 

~utc6nson 
ltkin 
Jadlowiec 
James 
Jarolin 
Josephs 
Kaiser 
Keller 
Kenney 
Kirkland 

~ a l i y  Krebs 
Dally LaGrotta 
DeLuca Laughlin 
Dempsey Lawless 
Dent Lederer 
Dermody Leh 
De'h'eese Lescovih 
DiGirolamo Levdansky 
Donami Lloyd 
Druce Lucyk 

Micouie 
Miller 
Mundy 
MY= 
Nailor 
Nickol 
D'Brien 
OlasZ 
Oliver 
Orie 
Peml 
Pesci 
Peinrca 
Petmne 
P~PPY 
Pistella 
Plan 
Presmn 
Ramos 
Raymond 
Readshaw 
Reber 
Reiwd 

Stevenson 
SUittmaUer 
Sturla 
Sum 
Taylor, E. Z. 
Taylor, J. 
Thomas 
Tigue 
Travaglio 
Trello 
Trich 
True 
Vance 
Van Home 
Veon 
Vitali 
Walko 
Washington 
Waugh 
Williams, A. H. 
Williams, C. 
Wilt 
wosan 

Rieger  oha am ski 
Roberts Wright, M. N. 
Robinson Yewcic 
Roebuck Youngblood 
Rohnr Zimmerman 
Rooney 2 %  
Ross 
Rubley Ryan, 
Sainato Speaker 
Santoni 

NOT VOTING-I 

Cam 

Bebko-Jones Scrimenti Tangreni Tuili 
Phillips 

The majority having voted in the affirmative, the question was 
determined in the affirmative and the amendment was agreed to. 

On  the question, 
Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration as 

amended? 

Mr. ROBERTS offered the following amendment No. A2059: 

Amend Bill, page 28, lines 23 through 30; page 29, line 1, by striking 
out all of said lines on said Dazes and insertine . "  - 

CHAPTER 9 
PROPERTY TAXPAYERS' RlGHTS 

Section 901. Recordkeeping and public access. 
(a) Tamavers' Bill of Rights.-All countv assessment offices shall 

of the right to be advised in writing of the particulars of the method 
used in the county; 

(4) advises that deliberate or willful errors on assessment are a 
violation of law; and 

(5) gives the name, address and telephone number of the State 
Licensing Board for filing professional complaints regarding the 
conduct of assessors or assistant assessors. 

This Taxpayers' Bill of Rights shall be devised and printed by the board 
and distributed to the counties. It shall be no smaller than 24" x 36", hung 
in a publicly accessible area and printed in type no smaller than 14 points. 

(b) Retention of data and documents.-All data and documents used to . ' 
develop the base year methodology shall be kept permanently on record 
and available to the public until a new base year is established. 

(c) Recording of methodology, calculations and comparables.-The 
methodology, calculations and cornparables used for any assessment shall 
be recorded on the properry record card. 

(d) Walk-in inspection.-All data listed in subsections (b) and (c) must 
be available for walk-in inspection by the public, and copies must be 
provided within a reasonable time at a cost equal to the cost of 
reproduction. 
Section 902. Appeals process. 

(a) General rule.-The chief assessor shall advise the county 
commissioners or their appointed Board of Assessment Appeals of all 
procedures, rules and regulations adopted for the assessment process. All 
guidelines, procedures, rules and regulations shall be written and 
approved by the board. No rule or guideline which is not written and 
approved by the board shall be used. 

(h) Appeal procedures.- 
(1) All procedures for appeal shall include: 

(i) Prompt notice to the appellant of the time, date and place 
of the hearing. 

(ii) The right to be represented by counsel. 
(iii) The right to require an appeal to be limited only to the 

base year formula. 
(iv) The availability of all relevant data and records in 

formulating an appeal. 
(2) The notice shall be mailed to the appellant no later than 

20 days prior to the scheduled hearing. 
(c) Ex parte contact.-Neither the commissioners nor members of the 

Appeal Board shall have any ex parte contact with the chief assessor 
regarding any individual appeal. 

(d) Conduct of appeal.-Appeals shall be conducted upon the record 
developed prior to the assessment, and no new matter shall be introduced 
by the chief assessors or assistants, in the appeal process, including 
appeals to the court of common pleas and appellate courts. 

CHAPTER 99 
MISCELLANEOUS 

Amend Sec. 902, page 29, line 2, by striking out "902" and inserting 
990 1 

Amend Sec. 903; page 29. line 5, by striking out "903" and inserting 
9902 

Amend Sec. 903, page 29; line 8, by striking out 'Chapter 5" and 
inserting 

Chapters 5 and 9 

On the question, 
Will the House agree t o  the amendment? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. On  that question, the Chair . , . . - 
display a Taxpayers' Bill of Rights which: I recognizes the gentleman from Fayette County, Mr. Roberts. 
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Mr. ROBERTS. Thank you, Madam Speaker. 

'My amendment to HB 2400 is designed to include the 
assessment appeal process in the bill-of-rights legislation. 

All county assessment offices under this amendment will have 
to display a taxpayer bill of rights which advises of the right to 
inspect all the records, request and receive copies of the records, 
and appeal the decisions of the office. It sets forth the appeal 
procedure and the deadlines, explains the constitutional 
requirement that all properties must be assessed using the same 
method and the predetermined ratio and of the right to be advised 
in writing of the particulars of the method used in that county. 

It does a host of other things that I do not want to get into, but 
I have to say that Pennsylvania has some of the worst assessments 
in the country, and this legislation will help property owners 
understand how their property was assessed and provide 
information to assist them in filing an appeal and perhaps getting 
fairness in their assessment in the event there is an unfairness. 

I would ask my colleagues on both sides of the aisle to support 
this amendment. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Montgomery County, Mr. Godshall. 

Mr. GODSHALL. Thank you, Madam Speaker. 
I would like to interrogate the maker of the amendment. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman agrees. You may 

proceed. 
Mr. GODSHALL. Madam Speaker, on the second page of the 

amendment, line 7, section @), Roman numeral (ii), "The right to 
be represented by counsel" -this means at a board of assessment 
hearing - does that mean, the right to be represented by counsel, 
does that mean either counsel with you or without you? In other 
words, you can be represented by counsel without being physically 
present yourself, or you can be represented by counsel along with 
you in person. Is that correct? 

Mr. ROBERTS. This is correct. Line 7 states that the taxpayer 
has the right to be represented by counsel. However, that does not 
prohibit the property owner from having someone else there with 
him or her to help in the appeal other than an attorney. 

Mr. GODSHALL. Okay. That is the second part of my 
question. When you are saying, has the right to be represented by 
counsel, what is your defiition of "counsel," and does that mean 
that I can have somebody represent me at my board of assessment 
hearing which is coming up very shortly who 1 can say give power 
of attorney to? I can have somebody go down there, issue a power 
of attorney to that person, and he can represent me, because we 
will be in session up here on the date that my hearing is being held. 

Mr. ROBERTS. As I understand the power-of-attorney law, any 
person holdiig a power of attorney, who is not an attorney but 
holding apower of attorney, can represent you on such matters as 
a tax appeal hearing. So I believe what you are askimg me is can 
someone other than an attorney in the informal hearing represent 
a homeowner or a property owner, and I think the answer to that 
question would be yes. 

Mr. GODSHALL. So is the intent of this legislation, because 
that is in most jurisdictions actually the case today, but there has 
been some question about that practice. So it is your intent, 
your intent as the maker of this amendment, to allow for @at 
power-of-attorney process to becontinued. 

Mr. ROBERTS. Yes. In addition to that, I believe that a 
property owner can take anyone, even a neighbor or a friend, into 
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an appeal hearing with hi or her to help with the appeal. But I do 
not believe that the representation should be restricted to an 
attorney. However, the taxpayer should have the right to an 
attorney, and that is what that l i e  says. 

Mr. GODSHALL. Okay. What my question is, you know, 
again, I agree with you that you should be able to take those 
people in. Presently that is the case in my county. But the question 
is, if I do not go in as the property owner myself, can I appoint 
somebody, give somebody a power of attorney, that could go in 
and represent me in lieu of my being t h e r e  

Mr. ROBERTS. Yes. 
Mr. GODSHALL. -and the answer to that is yes. 
Mr. ROBERTS. Yes. With the power of attorney, that could be 

done. 
Mr. GODSHALL. Thank you, Madam Speaker. 
That concludes my interrogation, and I would like to ask for 

concurrence in the amendment. 
It is a good amendment. It is something that is needed. We in 

Montgomery County had all k i d s  of problems in a reassessment, 
a recent reassessment, and other counties are going through the 
same thing, and this would be a big step forward and help the 
property owners that do go in for appeals. Thank you. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Butler County, Mr. Travaglio. 

Mr. TRAVAGLIO. Thank you, Madam Speaker. 
Could I interrogate the maker of this bill? 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman agrees. You may 

proceed. 
Mr. TRAVAGLIO. I would like for cla;rification on that 

particular thing you mentioned, counsel, and you also mentioned 
about lawyers and bringing somebody in with you, but to be more 
specific, what about a professional appraiser or a penon who is a 
property tax consultant? Would that include them, too ? 

Mr. ROBERTS. As a matter of fact, the assessment law says 
that a property owner may have an agent. The word "agent" is in 
the assessment law. It does not say attorney; it says agent, and tax 
consultants, appraisers, realtors, have been very, very successful 
in assisting property owners in the appeal process in the informal 
hearing, prior to going to court. So I would hope that that would 
continue, and I believe that will continue. I certainly do not mean 
to change that with this legislation. I do believe that tax consultants 
and appraisers do a much better job in that informal hearing. 

Mr. TRAVAGLIO. So in the first step of appealing your taxes, 
you can have that type of a person, but when it goes to common 
pleas court, you must have an attorney. 

Mr. ROBERTS. Right. That is the way I understand the law, 
and this amendment does not change that. 

Mr. TRAVAGLIO. Okay. Thank you. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair recognizes the 

gentleman from Luzerne County, Mr. Eachus. 
Mr. EACHUS. Madam Speaker, I have an amendment I would 

like to offer on suspension, please. I have to wait until this is 
finished. Thank you. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. That is not in order at this time, 
sir. 

Mr. EACHUS. Yes; I understand. 

On the question recurring, 
Will the House agree to the amendment? 



Adolph 
Allen 
h a l f  
Armstrong 
Baker 
Bard 
Barley 
Banar 
Battisto 
Belardi 
Belfanti 
Benninghoff 
Birmelin 
Bishop 
Blaum 
Boscola 
Boyes 
Bmwne 
Bunt 
Butkovitz 
Buxton 
Caltagimne 
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~app&ianca 
Camne 
Casorio 
Cawley 
Chadwick 
Civera 
Clark 

The following roll call was  recorded: 

Clymer 
Cohen, L. I. 
Cohen, M. 
Colafella 
Colaizzo 
Comell 
Corpara 
comgan 
Cowell 
COY 
curry 
Daley 
D a y  
DeLuca 
Dempsey 
Dent 
Deml0dy 
DeWeese 
DiGimlamo 
Donahlcci 
h c e  

Mr. ROBERTS offered the following amendment No.  A2060: 

Eachus 
Egoif 
Evans 
Fairchild 
Fargo 
Feese 
Fichter 
Fleagle 
Flick 
Forcier 
Gannon 
GeiR 
Geow 
Gigliotti 
Gladeck 
Godshall 
Gordner 
G ~ i k a  
GNPPO 
Habay 
Haluska 
Hanna 
Harhai 
Harhart 
Hasay 
Hennessey 
Herman 
Hershey 
Hess 
Honey 
Hutchinson 
Itkin 
Jadlowiec 
James 
Jamlin 
losephs 
Kaiser 
Keller 
Kenney 
Kirkland 
Krebs 
LaGrona 
Laughlin 
Lawless 
Lederer 
Leh 
Lescovitz 
Levdansky 
Lloyd 
Lucyk 

Lynch 
Maher 
Maitland 
Major 
Manderino 
MarkOsek 
Marsico 
Masland 
Mayemik 
McCall 
McGeehan 
McGill 
Mcllhamn 
Mcllhinney 
McNaughton 
Melio 
Michlovic 
Miwaie 
Miller 
Mundy 
Myers 
Nailor 
Nickol 
O'Brien 
Olasz 
Oliver 
Orie 
Perzel 
Pesci 
Pemca 
Petrone 
EPPY 
Pistella 
Plans 
Preston 
Ram05 
Raymond 
Readshaw 
Reber 
Reinard 
Rieger 
Roberts 
Robinson 
Roebuck 
Rohrer 
Rooney 
Ross 
Rubley 
Sainato 
Santoni 

Sather 
Saylor 
Schroder 
Schuler 
Semmel 
Serafini 
Seyfert 
Shaner 
Smith, B. 
Smith, S. H. 
Snyder, D. W. 
Staback 
Stairs 
Steelman 
Steil 
Stem 
Stetler 
Stevenson 
Strimnaner 
Studa 
Surra 
Taylor, E. Z. 
Taylor, I. 
Thomas 
Tigue 
Travaglio 
Trello 
Trich 
True 
Vance 
Van Home 
Veon 
Vitali 
Walko 
Washington 
Waugh 
Williams, A. H. 
Williams, C. 
Wilt 
wogan 
Wojnaroski 
Wrighf M. N. 
Yewcic 
Youngblood 
Zimmerman 
zug 

Ryan, 
Speaker 

NOT VOTING-1 

Bebko-Jones Scrimenti Tangreni Tulli 
Phillips 

The majority having voted in the affirmative, the question was 
determined in the a f fnna t ive  and the amendment was agreed to. 

On the question recurring, 
Will the House agree to  the bill on third consideration as 

amended ? 

Amend Bill, page 28, lines 23 through 30; page 29, line 1, by striking 
out all of said lines on said pages and inserting . - - 

CHAPTER 9 
PROPERTY TAXPAYERS' RIGHTS 

Section 901. Recordkeeoine and oublic access. . -  . 
(a) Taxpayers' Bill of Rights.-All county assessment offices shall 

display a Taxpayers' Bill of Rights which: 
(1) advises of the right to inspect all records, to request and 

receive copies of records and to appeal decisions of the office; 
(2) sets forth the appeal procedure and deadlines; 
(3) explains the constitutional requirement that all properties . . 

must be assessed using the same method-and predetermined ratio and 
of the right to be advised in writing of the parriculars of the method 
used in the county; 

(4) advises that deliberate or willful errors on assessment are a 
violation of law; and 

(5) gives the name. address and telephone number of the State 
Licensing Board for filing professional complaints regarding the 
conduct of assessors or assistant assessors. 

This Taxpayers' Bill of Rights shall be devised and printed by the board 
and disbibuted to the counties. It shall be no smaller than 24" x 36". hune . - 
in apublicly accessible area and printed in type no smaller than 14 points. 

(b) Retention of data and documents.-All data and documents used to 
develop the base year methodology shall be kept permanently on record 
and available to the nublic until a new base vear is established. 

(c) Recording of methodology, calculations and comparables.-The 
methodology, calculations and comparables used for any assessment shall 
be recorded on the property record card. 

(d) Walk-in inspection.-All data listed in subsections @) and (c) must 
be available for walk-in inspection by the public, and copies must be 
provided within a reasonable time at a cost equal to the cost of 
reproduction. 
Section 902. Supervision and accountability. 

(a) Compliance with assessment law.<hief assessors shall he 
responsible to ensure compliance with all aspects of assessment law and 
regulation by their assistants and by elected assessors. Chief assessors 
shall be emuowered to and are reauired to take such auditing stem as are - .  
reasonably necessary to effect this supervision. 

(b) signing and accuracy of assdssments.- he chief assessor must 
sign each assessment and is responsible for the accuracy of all 
assessments. 
Section 903. Uniformity and correct procedure 

(a) General rule.-When a county has chosen to use the base year 
method of assessment no other method of assessment mav be used 
concurrently without countywide reassessment. 

(b) Corrections of errors.-Existing errors that have occurred by using 
multiple methods shall be corrected by application of a single method 
approved by the governing body to existing assessed properties in 
accordance with subsection (c). 

(c) Plan of correction.-Whenever the county's coefficient of 
dispersion exceeds 15%. aplan of correction shall be presented by a chief 
assessor as part of the recertification process. Failure to make substantial 
progress in implementing this plan over the succeeding w o  years shall 
result in issuance of a ~robationarv certification. Failure to reduce the 
coefficient of dispersion below 15% within six years shall result in denial 
of recertification. This requirement shall adhere to the county and be 
binding on successor chief assessors. 

(d) Base year method of assessment.-Where the base year method of 
assessment is used; comparable properties used in assessments must have 
a base year date of record. 
Section 904. Appeals process. 

(a) General rule.-The chief assessor shall advise the county 
commissioners or their appointed Board of Assessment Appeals of all 



approved b; the board shall be used.- 
(b) Appeal procedures.- 

111 All Drocedures for anneal shall include: 
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On the question, 
Will the House agree to the amendment? 

procedures, rules and regulations adopted for the assessment process. All 
guidelines, procedures, rules and regulations shall be written and 
ao~roved bv the board. No rule or guideline which is not written and 

Amend Sec. 903, page 29, line 5, by striking out "903" and inserting 
904 

(c) E; parte contact.-Neither the co~missioners nor members of the On the question recurring, 
Appeal Board shall have any ex parte contact with the chief assessor 
regarding any individual appeal. Will the House agree to the amendment? 

. ,  . . . 
(i) Prompt notice to the appellant of the time, date and 

place of the hearing. 
(ii) The right to be represented by counsel. 
(iii) The right to require an appeal to be limited only to the 

base year formula 
(iv) The availability of all relevant data and records in 

formulating an appeal. 
(2) The notice shall he mailed to the appellant no later than 

20 days prior to the scheduled hearing. 

(d) Conduct of appeal.-Appeals shall be conducted upon the record 
developed prior to the assessment, and no new matter shall be introduced I The following roll call was 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. On thaf question, the Chair 
recognizes the gentleman from Philadelphia, Mr. Keller. 

Mr. KELLER. Thank you, Madam 
In Philadelphia we already have in place the programs that are 

included in this bill. ltjust exempts Philadelphia from the hill, and 
I have spoken to the prime sponsor of the hill. I believe this is an 

by th; chief assessors or assistants, in the appeal process, including 
appeals to the court of common pleas and appellate courts. 

CHAPTER 99 
MISCELLANEOUS 

Amend Sec. 902, page 29, line 2, by striking out "902" and inserting 
9901 

Amend Sec. 903, page 29, line 5, by striking out "903" and inserting 
9902 

Amend Sec. 903, page 29, line 8, by striking out "Chapter 5" and 
inserting 

Chapters 5 and 9 

On the question, 
Will the House agree to the amendment? 

AMENDMENT WITHDRAWN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. On that question, the Chair 
recognizes the gentleman from Fayette County, Mr. Roberts. 

Mr. ROBERTS. Madam Speaker, I am going to withdraw the 
second amendment. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 

On the question recurring, 
Will the House agree t o  the bill on thud consideration as 

amended? 

Mr. KELLER offered the following amendment No. A2061: 

Amend Table of Contents, page 2, line 30; page 3, lines I and 2, by 
striking out all of said lines on said pages and inserting 
Section 901. Applicability. 
Section 902. Taxes on real property. 
Section 903. Repeal. 
Section 904. Effective date. 

Amend Bill, page 28, by inserting between lines 28 and 29 
Section 901. Applicability. 

This act shall not apply to cities of the first class. 
Amend Sec. 901. page 28, line 29_ by striking out "901'' and inserting 

902 
Amend Sec. 902, page 29: line 2. by striking out "902 and inserting 

903 

Adolph 
Allen 
@all 
Armsuone 

Bard 
Barley 
Barrar 
Baltisto 
Belardi 
Belfanti 
Beminzboff 
~irmelk 
Bishop 
Blaum 
Boscola 
Boyes 
Bmume 
Bunt 
Butkovitz 
Buxton 
Caltmimne - 
Cappabianca 
Cam 
Carone 
Casorio 
Cawley 
Chadwick 
Civera 
Clark 
Clymer 
Cohen, L. I. 
Cohen. M. 
Colafella 
Colaizzo 
Cornell 
Corpora 
Corrigan 
Cowell 
COY 
curry 
Daley 
Dally 
DeLuca 
Dempsey 
Dent 
Dermody 
DeWeese 
DiGirolamo 
Donatucci 

Dmce 
Eachus 
Egolf 
Evans 
Fairchild 
Fargo 
Feese 
Fichter 
Fleagle 
Flick 
Forcier 
Gannon 
Geist 
George 
Gigliotli 
Gladeck 
Godshall 
Gordner 
Gruitza 
~ P P O  
Habay 
Haluska 
Hanna 
Harhai 
Harharl 
Hasay 
Hennessey 
Herman 
Hershey 
Hess 
Horsey 
Hutchinson 
ltkin 
Iadlowiec 
lames 
Jarolin 
losephs 
Kaiser 
Keller 
Kenney 
Kirkland 
Krebs 
LaGmna 
Laughlin 
Lawless 
Lederer 
Leh 
Lescovin 
Levdansky 
Lloyd 

Lucyk 
Lynch 
Maher 
Maitland 
Major 
Manderino 
Markosek 
Marsico 
Masland 
Mayemik 
McCall 
McGeehan 
McGill 
Mcllhanan 
Mcllhinney 
McNaughton 
Melio 
Michlovic 
Micozzie 
Miller 
Mundy 
Myen 
Nailor 
Nickol 
O'Brien 
Olarz 
Oliver 
Orie 
Perzel 
Pesci 
Petrarca 
Peuone 
Pivvv 
piici~a 
Plans 
Preston 
Ramos 
Raymond 
Readshaw 
Reber 
Reinard 
Rieger 
Roberts 
Robinson 
Roebuck 
Rohrer 
Rooney 
Ross 
Rubley 
Sainato 

Santoni 
Sather 
Saylor 
Schroder 
Schuler 
Semmel 
Seratini 
Seyfen 
Shaner 
Smith, B. 
Smith, S. H. 
Snyder, D. W. 
Staback 
Stairs 
Steelman 
Steil 
Stem 
Stetler 
Stevenson 
Sfrimafter 
SNrla 
Sum 
Taylor, E. Z. 
Taylor, I. 
Thomas 
Tigue 
Travaglio 
Trello 
Trich 
True 
Vance 
Van Home 
Veon 
Vitali 
Walko 
Washingon 
Waugh 
Williams, A. H. 
Williams, C. 
Wilt 
Wogan 
Wojnaroski 
Wright, M. N. 
Yewcic 
Youngblood 
Zimmerman 
zug 

Ryan, 
Speaker 



Bebko-Jones Scrimenti Tangretti Tulli 
Phillips 
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The majority having voted in the affirmative, the question was 
determined in the affirmative and the amendment was agreed to. 

NAYS4 

NOT VOTING4 

On the question recurring, 
Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration as 

amended? 

Casorio Hasay Oliver Travaglio 
Cawley Hennessey One Trello 
Chadwick Herman Penel Trich 
Civera Hershey Pesci True 
Clark Hess Petrarca Vance 

RULES SUSPENDED 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. For what purpose does the 
gentleman, Mr. Eachus, rise? 

Mr. EACHUS. Madam Speaker, I rise to suspend the rules of 
the House to offer amendment ,42000. 

The SPEAKER ~ r o  temDore. The gentleman. Mr. Eachus. ., 
moves that the rules be suspended in order to offer the following 
amendment. ' I  

On the question, 
Will the House agree to the motion ? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair recognizes the 
majority whip, Mr. Snyder. 

Mr. SNYDER. Thank you, Madam Speaker. 
We support the suspension of the rules. 

On the question recurring, 
Will the House agree to the motion ? 

The following roll call was recorded: 

Adolph Dmce Maher Sather 
Allen Eachus Maitland Saylor 
Argall Egolf Major Schroder 
ms t rona ,  Evans Manderino Schuler 
Baker Fairchild Markosek Semmel 
Bard Fargo Marsico Seraiini 
Barley Feese Masland SeyfeR 

Clymer 
Cohen, L. 1. 
Cohen, M. 
Colafella 
Colaizzo 
Comell 
Corpora 
comgan 
Cowell 
COY 
cuny  
Daley 
Dally 
DeLuca 
Dempsey 
Dent 

Horsey 
Hutchinson 
Itkin 
ladlowiec 
James 
Jarolin 
Josephs 
Kaiser 
Keller 
Kenney 
Kirkland 
LaGroaa 
Laughlin 
Lawless 
Lederer 
Leh 

- 

Petrone 
P~PPY 
Pistella 
Plaus 
Preston 
Ramos 
Raymond 
Readshaw 
Reber 
Reinard 
Rieger 
Robem 
Robinson 
Roebuck 
Rohrer 
Roonev 

 home 
Veon 
Vitali 
Walko 
Washingon 
Waugh 
Williams, A. H. 
Williams, C. 
Wilt 
wogan 
Wojnaroski 
Wright, M. N. 
Yewcic 
Youngblood 
Zimmeman 
Zue - 

Dermody Lescovitz Ross 
DeWeese Levdansky Rubley Ryan, 
DiGimlamo Lloyd Sainato Speaker 
Donatucci Lucyk Santoni 

Carone Krebs Lynch Steil 
Hanna 

NOT VOTING4 

Bebko-Jones Scrimenti Tangretti Tulli 
Phillips 

A majority of the members required by the rules having voted 
in the affirmative, the question was determined in the affirmative 
and the motion was agreed to. 

On the question recurring, 
Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration as 

amended? 

I Mi EACHUS offered the following amendment No. A2OOO: 

Amend Sec. 307, page 16, by inserting between lines 23 and 24 
(d) Abatement of penalty or addition to tax or excess interest for good 

faith errors.-The local taxing authority may abate any penalty, addition 
to  tax or excess interest if a taxpayer misfakenly underpays any tax due  in 
good faith, without negligence and without intent to  defraud. 

Barrar Fichter Mayemik shiner 
Banisto Fleqle McCall Smith, B. On the question, 
Belardi Flick McGeehan Smith, S. H. Will the House agree to the amendment? 
Belfanti Forcier McGill Snvder. D. W. 
Benninghoff 
Bimelin 
Bishop 
Blaum 
BOScola 
Boyes 
Browne 
Bunt 
Butkovitz 
Buxton 
Caltqirone 
Cappabianca 
Cam 

Cannon 
Geist 
George 
Giglioai 
Gladeck 
Godshall 
Gordner 
Gnr im 
~ P P O  
Habay 
Haluska 
Harhai 
HaIhaIt 

~c l l ha t t an  
Mcllhinney 
McNaughton 
Melio 
Michlovic 
Micozzie 
Miller 
Mundy 
Myers 
Nailor 
Nickol 
O'Brien 
Olau  

staback 
Stairs 
Steelman 
Stem 
Stetler 
Stevenson 
Strimnalter 
Sturla 
S u m  
Taylor, E. Z. 
Taylor, J. 
Thomas 
Tigue 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. On that question, the Chair 
recognizes the gentleman from Luzeme County, Mr. Eachus. 

Mr. EACHUS. Thank you, Madam Speaker. 
This amendment is very simple. It allows for any penalty or 

addition to tax in excess of interest to be rebated to the taxpayer by 
the taxing authority. 

What this allows our taxing entities to do is it gives a "may" 
provision. If anyone overpays their taxes based on a good-faith 
effort and interest to pay without the intent to defraud or without 
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negligence, this allows our taxing entities to make a rebate of taxes 
back to the taxpayer who tried in good faith to pay their taxes. 
Very simple, and I think it is fair to honest taxpayers who just 
simply make a mistake. 

So I hope that the members of the House will support this 
amendment. 

On the question recurring, 
Will the House agree to the amendment? 

The following roll call was recorded: 

YEAS192 

Adolph Druce Lucyk Sainato 
Allen Eachus Lynch Santoni 
Argall Egolf Maitland Saylor 
Armrl~ong Evans Major Schroder 
Baker Fairchild Manderino Schuler 
Bard Feese Markosek Semmel 
Barley Fichter Marsico Serafini 
Barrar Fleagle Masland Seyfert 
Banisto Flick Mayemik Shaner 
Belardi Forcier McCall Smith, B. 
Belfanti Gannon McGeehan Smith, S. H. 
Birmelin Geist McGill Snyder, D. W. 
Bishop George McIlhanan Staback 
Blaum Giglioni Mcilhinney Stain 
Boscola Gladeck McNaughton Steelman 
Boyes Godshall Melio Stetler 

Gordner Michlovic Stevenson Browne 
Bunt Gruitza Micouie Seimnaner 
Butkovitz ~ P P O  Miller Sturla 
Buxton Habay Mundy S u m  
Caltagirone Haluska Myers TayJor, E. Z. 
Cappabianca Hanna Nailor Taylor, J. 
Cam Harhai Nickol Thomas 
Carone Harharr O'Brien Tigue 
Casorio Hasay Olasz Travaglio 
Cawley Hennessey Oliver Trello 
Chadwick Herman Orie Trich 
Civera Hershey Perrel True 
Clark Hess Pesci Vance 
Clymer Horsey Petrarca Van Home 
Cohen, L. I. Hutchinson Petmne Veon 
Cohen, M. ltkin P~PPY Vitali 
Colafella ladlowiec Pistella Walko 
Colaizzo James Platti Washington 
Comell Jarolin Preston Waugh 
Corpora losephs Ramos Williams, A. H. 
Corrigan Kaiser Raymond Williams, C. 
Cowell Keller Readshaw . Wilt 
COY Kenney Reber Wogan 
Curry Kirkland Reinard Wojnaroski 
Daley Krebs Rieger Wright, M. N. 
Dally LaGrona Roberts Yewcic 
DeLuca Laughlin Robinson Youngblood 
Dempsey Lawless Roebuck Zimmennan 
Dent Lederer Rohrer Zug 
Dennody Leh Rooney 
DeWeese Lescovitz Ross Ryan, 
DiGirolamo Levdansky Rubley Speaker 
Donatucci Lloyd 

NAYS4 

Benninghoff Maher Steil Stem 
Fargo Sather 

NOT VOTING4 
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Bebko-Jones Scrimenti T a n s t t i  Tulli 
Phillips 

The majority having voted in the affmative, the question was 
determined in the affumative and the amendment was agreed to. 

On the question recumng, 
Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration as 

amended? 
Bill as amended was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. This bill has been considered on 
three different days and agreed to and is now on fmal passage. 

The question is, shall the bill pass finally? 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Bucks County, 
Mr. D N C ~ .  

Mr. DRUCE. Thank you, Madam Speaker. 
As we approach tax reform and look toward moving our local 

governments and school districts into a greater reliance on earned 
income taxes, I believe the taxpayer bill of rights that is before this 
General Assembly is something that local taxpayers truly need. 

The legislation outlines 10 basic rights for taxpayers, and I 
believe that those types of provisions that we are allowing for in 
this law will level the playing field' with taxpayers, dealing 
particularly with tax-collecting agencies that are employed by our 
school districts and local governments to collect taxes on their 
behalf. 

1 would l i e  to thank at this time the task force that worked on 
this bill and helped to put it together, which was Representatives 
Comgan, Allen, Shaner, and Orie, and I would also like to thank 
Representative Boyes for his leadership on seeing this legislation 
through the task force process and through the committee and to 
compliment hi on his overall effort on tax reform as we have 
been working through the Finance Committee. 

I would encourage the members to support this local taxpayer 
bill of rights. Thank you, Madam Speaker. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Columbia County, Mr. Gordner. 

Mr. GORDNER. Thank you, Madam Speaker. 
I would like to interrogate the sponsor of this bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman agrees. You may 

proceed. 
Mr. GORDNER. Thank you, Madam Speaker. 
Madam Speaker, section 304 deals with interest on 

overpayment of taxes, and it begins on page 11. On page 12, 
subsection (C) deals with exceptions to the obligation to pay 
interest. I just want to make sure that I understand this section. 

Is it correct that a local government who receives the 1-percent 
tax from a constituent has up to 70 days beyond April 15, for 
example, in order to refund the overpayment of moneys? 

Mr. DRUCE. You are askimg specifically about the April 15 
date? 

Mr. GORDNER. That is correct, Mr. Speaker. 
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Mr. DRUCE. Yes. The answer to that question is yes, and that 

language is consistent with what the Commonwealth provides 
under its State taxpayer bill of rights. 

Mr. GORDNER Okay, Mr. Speaker, and that would have been 
my second question. Is that language similar as to how it applies 
to the Commonwealth in regard to taxpayers who send in moneys 
and then are due a refund? 

Mi. DRUCE. Yes; it is. 
Mi. GORDNER. Okay. 
Thank you, Madam Speaker. Just a general comment? 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. You may proceed. 
Mr. GORDNER. I just wanted to ask that question, and it is a 

little unrelated to this bill but yet it does pertain to it. Many of you 
may have constituents like mine that sent in their State income tax 
form in January, are due a refund, and on April 21 still have not 
received their refund yetiand I wanted to make sure that we were 
not imposing something on ow local governments that indeed our 
Commonwealth was not responsive as well, because my 
constituents are upset that 4 months after they sent in their State 
income tax returns, they have not received their refunds yet. 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. 

On the question retuning, 
Shall the bill pass fmally ? 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Agreeable to the provisions of the 

Constitution, the yeas and nays will now be taken. 

Adolph 
Allen 
Amall 
&strong 
Baker 
Bard 
Barley 
B m  
Banisto 
Belardi 
Belfanti 
Benninghoff 
Bimelin 
Bishop 
Blaum 
Boscola 
Boyes 
Browne 
Bunt 
ButkoviQ 
Buxton 
Caltagirone 
Cappabianca 
Cam 
Camne 
Casorio 
Cawley 
Chadwick 
Civera 
Clark 
Clymer 
Cohen, L. I. 
Cohen, M. 
Colafella 
Colaino 
Cornell 
corpora 
comgan 
Cowell 
COY 

Dmce 
Eachus 
Egolf 
Evans 
Fairchild 
Fargo 
Feese 
Fichter 
Fleagle 
Flick 
Forcier 
Gannon 
Geist 
George 
Gigliotti 
Gladeck 
Godshall 
Gordner 
GNiQa 
G ~ P P O  
Habay 
Haluska 
Hanna 
Harhai 
HarhM 
Hasay 
Hennessey 
Herman 
Henhey 
Hess 
Honey 
Hutchinson 
ltkin 
Jadlowiec 
James 
Jarolin 
losephs 
Kaiser 
Keller 
Kenney 

Lucyk 
Lynch 
Maher 
Maitland 
Major 
Manderino 
Markosek 
Marsico 
Masland 
Mayemik 
McCall 
McGeehan 
McGill 
Mcllhanan 
Mcllhinney 
McNaughton 
Melio 
Michlovic 
Micazzie 
Miller 
Mundy 
Myers 
Nailor 
Nickol 
O'Brien 
Olasz 
Oliver 
Orie 
Perzel 
Pesci 
Petrarca 
Petrone 
P~PPY 
Pistella 
Plans 
Preston 
Ramos 
Raymond 
Readshaw 
Reber 

Santoni 
Sather 
Saylor 
Schroder 
Schuler 
Semmel 
Serafini 
Seyfen 
Shaner 
Smith, B. 
Smith, S. H. 
Snyder, D. W 
Staback 
Stain 
Steelman 
Steil 
Stem 
Stetler 
Stevenson 
Strimnatter 
Sturla 
Surra 
Taylor, E 2. 
Taylor, J. 
Thomas 
Tigue 
Travaglio 
Trello 
Tnch 
True 
Vance 
Van Home 
Veon 
Vitali 
Walk0 
Washington 
Waugh 
Williams, A. H 
Williams, C. 
Wilt 

C u m  Kirkland Reinard Woean - -  . 
Daley k h s  
Dally LaGmna 
DeLuca Laughlin 
Dempsey Lawless 
Dent Lederer 
Defmody Leh 
DeWeese LescoviQ 
DiGirolamo LevdansLy 
Do~latucci Lloyd 

Rieger 
Roberts 
Robinson 
Roebuck 
Rohrer 
Rooney 
Ross 
Rubley 
Sainato 

~oynaroski 
Wright, M. N 
Yewcic 
Youngblood 
Z i m m e m  
zug 

Ryan, 
Speaker 

NOT VOTING4 

Bebko-Jones Scrimenti Tangremi Tulli 
Phillips 

The majority required by the Constitution having voted in the 
affirmative, the question was determined in the affumative and the 
bill passed finally. 

Ordered, That the clerk present the same to the Senate for 
concurrence. 

The House proceeded to third consideration of HB 1228, PN 
3259, entitled: 

An Act providing for the establishment of an automotive fuel testing 
and disclosure program, for standards for automotive fuel and for 
inspection, sampiinfid testing of automotive fuel; imposing powers and 
conferring duties on the Department of Agriculture; and providing for 
penalties 

On the question, 
Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration? 

Mr. LLOYD offeredthe following amendment No. A1874: 

Amend Sec. 5, page 8, line 29, by striking out "required to be" 
Amend Sec. 5, page 9, by inserting between lines 5 and 6 
(d) Reformulated gasoline labeling requirements.-Whenever 

reformulated gasoline is sold, a person who sells or offers or exposes such 
gasoline for sale shall clearly and conspicuously label the dispenser which 
is used to sell reformulated gasoline at retail or to dispense reformulated 
gasoline into the fuel supply tanks of motor vehicles with a notice stating 
that the gasoline is reformulated. 

Amend Sec. 5, page 9, line 13, by striking out "(D)" and inserting 
(e) 

Amend Sec. 5, page 9, line 18, by striking out "(E)" and insening 
(0 

Amend Sec. 5, page 9, line 28, by striking out "(F)" and inserting 
(g) 

Amend Sec. 5, page 10, line 3, by striking out "(G)" and inserting 
(h) 

On the question, 
Will the House agree to the amendment? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. On that question, the Chair 
recognizes the gentleman from Somerset, Mr. Lloyd. 
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Mr. LLOYD. Thank you, Madam Speaker. 1 that 5 years from now that commitment which was made to the 
Madam Speaker, this bill deals with labeling acme oxygenated 

fuel, regulating or inspecting those fuels to make sure that what is 
being represented is in fact what is being sold. The legislation also 
imposes similar k i d s  of inspection requirements for reformulated 
gasoline, but as it is before us, the bill does not currently include 
any requirement for labeling reformulated gasoline, so that under 
the bill now, you have to label octane; you have to label 
oxygenated; you do not have to label reformulated. This 
amendment would require that when a service station is selling 
reformulated gas, there has to be a label so that the consumer 
knows that he is about to buy that kiid of gas. 

Madam Speaker, there was concern expressed about the health 
and safety aspects of reformulated gas. There have also been 
questions raised about the performance of vehicles which operate 
on that gas. I believe that our constituents ought to have the right 
to be informed before they purchase that kind of gas, and I ask for 
an affmative vote. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Tbe Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Berks County, Mr. Leh. 

Mr. LEH. Thank you, Madam Speaker. 
May I speak on the amendment? 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman may proceed. 
Mr. LEH. Okay. 
Yes, Madam Speaker, I can appreciate the gentleman from 

Somerset County's desire with this amendment. However, I would 
like to remind the House that what this language would do, it 
would make Pennsylvania the only State in the nation that requires 
such labeling. 

Now, presently as the bill stands, Pennsylvania is one of only 
eight States that does not do any octane rating testing. However, 
with this language in there, it would make Pennsylvania the only 
State in the nation that requires the labeling of such. 

However, I will leave this issue up to the discretion of this 
body. I myself will be voting "no." This is a burdensome 
amendment for the petroleum producers, and I think that we do 
have to be conscious of their concerns. Without this language, they 
are in wholehearted support of the bill. In fact, in their own words, 
they have said it is probably the best bill in the country should it 
pass and be signed into law. 

So l i e  I said, I will leave this amendment up to the discretion 
of the members. However, I myself will be voting against it. This 
bill has had much bipartisan support, and I am afraid that this 
amendment could just create more battles ahead for this 
legislation. Thank you, Madam Speaker. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Does the gentleman, Mr. Lloyd, 
seek recognition? The gentleman may proceed. 

Mr. LLOYD. Thank you, Madam Speaker. 
Madam Speaker, this issue became very hot in the southwestern 

part of the State, in the attainment zone. It became so hot that the 
Department of Environmental Protection and the petroleum 
industry announced that this kind of fuel was not going to be sold 
in that area. 

Now, I do not know whether the scientific arguments are valid. 
I do not know whether this is a problem or it is not a problem. But 
it seems to me that if the industry and the department thought that 
it was a sufficient problem to not sell it in the southwest, then the 
rest of us who might have it thrust upon us without knowledge 
ought to be told that. It seems to me also that one way to make sure 

people-in the southwest is being kept is to require that the gas be 
labeled. 

Now, Madam Speaker, I am concerned that what is going to 
happen is that the industry had in its mind that it was going to 
produce a certain quantity of this kiid of gasoline for 
Pennsylvania. If they are not going to sell it in the southwest, 
where else are they going to sell it? They are currently selling it in 
the southeast. I think they are going to sell it in the nonattainment 
parts of the State, and I t h i i  that without knowing it, my 
constituents and many other constituents in the rural part of the 
State are going to have this gasoline; it is going to be the standard 
type of gasoline. 

I think people have the right to know that. I think the way we 
do it is we require labeling. And, you know, the fact that we are 
the-- I mean, for as long as I have been here, I have heard the 
argument that we have to do this because everybody does it but us, 
and I have heard the argument, golly, we do not want to be the first 
one to do this. I do not think either one of those arguments makes 
very much sense. I t h i i  we ought to do this because it is the right 
thing to do. The fact that it is a little bit burdensome to put a stamp 
on a gas tank, I mean, I cannot imagine. I cannot imagine that that 
is a high cost for anybody in the petroleum business to do. What 
they do not want is they do not want the consumers of this State to 
know that this type of gasoline is being sold to them; that is the 
bottom line, and ifthey do not want to know that, then it seems to 
me that that is exactly why we ought to make sure our constituents 
do know it, and I would urge an affmative vote on the 
amendment. 

On the question recurring, 
Will the House agree to the amendment? 

The following roll call was recorded: 

Adolph 
Allen 
M a l l  
Baker 
Bard 
Barley 
Banisto 
Belardi 
Belfanti 
Bishop 
Blawn 
Boscola 
Bunt 
Butkovih 
Buxton 
Caltagimne 
Cappabianca 
Cam 
Casorio 
Cawley 
Chadwick 
Civera 
Clark 
Cohen, L. I .  
Cahen, M. 
Colafella 
Colaiuo 
Comell 
corpora 

Fairchild 
Fargo 
Fichter 
Flick 
Forcier 
Gann0n 
Geist 
George 
Gigliotti 
Gladeck 
Gardner 
Gruiaa 
~ P P O  
Habay 
Haluska 
Hanna 
Harhai 
Harhart 
Hasay 
Hennessey 
Hennan 
Henhey 
Hess 
Horsey 
ltkin 
Iadlowiec 
James 
Jarolin 
Josephs 

Major 
Manderino 
Markosek 
Marsico 
Mayernik 
McCall 
McGeehan 
McGill 
McNaughton 
Melio 
Michlovic 
Micouie 
Miller 
Mundy 
Myers 
O'Brien 
Olasz 
Oliver 
One 
Peael 
Pesci 
Peharca 
Petrone 
P~PPY 
Pistella 
Preston 
Ramos 
Raymond 
Readshaw 

Schuler 
Semmel 
Serafini 
Seyfert 
Shaner 
Smith, B. 
Smith, S. H. 
Snyder, D. W 
Staback 
Stairs 
Steelman 
Stem 
Stetler 
Stevenson 
SNrla 
Surra 
Taylor, E. Z 
Taylor, I. 
Ti~omas 
Tigue 
Travaglio 
Trello 
TriCh 
True 
Vance 
Van Home 
Veon 
Vitali 
Walk0 
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Conigan Kaiser Reber Washington 
Cowell Keller Reinard Williams, A. H. 
COY Kirkland Rie~eer Williams, C. 
CU& Krebs ~oberts Wilt 
D ~ I &  i.aGrotta 
DeLuca Laughlin 
Dent Lawless 
Dermody Lederer 
DeWeese Leswvik 
DiGimlamo Levdansky 
Donatucci Lloyd 
Druce Lucyk 
Eachus Lvnch 
Egolf hiaher 
Evans 

Robinson 
Roebuck 
Rohrer 
Rooney 
Ross 
Rubley 
Sainato 
Santoni 
Sather 
Schmder 

Wogan 
Wojnaroski 
Wright, M. N. 
Yewcic 
Youngblood 
Zimmerman 
zug 

Amstrong Dally Lch Nick01 
Barrar Dernpsey Maitland Plats 
Benniughoff Feese Masland Saylor 
B i i e l in  Fleagle Mcllhanan Steil 
Boyes Godshall Mcllhinney Strimalter 
Browne Hutchinson Nailor Waugh 
Clymer 

NOT VOTING-:! 

Carone Kenney 

Bebko-Jones Scrimenti Tangretti Tulli 
Phillips 

The majority having voted in the affirmative, the question was 
determined in the affmative and the amendment was agreed to. 

On the question, 
Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration as 

amended? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. We understand that the 
gentleman, Mr. Lloyd, is not going to b e -  He is withdrawing his 
second amendment. Thank you very much. 

On the question recurring, 
Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration as 

amended ? 
Bill as amended was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. This bill has been considered on 
three different days and agreed to and is now on fmal passage. 

The question is, shall the bill pass finally ? 

The gentleman, Mr. Surra, from Elk County wishes to be 
recognized. 

Mr. SURRA. Thank you, Madam Speaker. 
Madam Speaker, I rise in support of HB 1228. The automotive 

fuels or octane testing legislation is an issue that has been around 
for many years. It has passed the House unanimously on a number 
of occasions, as I was the prime sponsor, and I want to thank 
Representative Leh, my colleague, for being the prime sponsor on 
this legislation, because this is a very, very important issue to the 
consumers of Pennsylvania. 

Madam Speaker, there is between 6 and 7 billion gallons of 
gasoline sold in this Commonwealth, between 6 and 7 billion 
gallons every year, and all we can tell you is that we are pretty 
certain that you are getting a gallon. As far as what quality that 
gasoline is, there is no setup out there to check what you purchase. 
In fact, Pennsylvania is one of a handful of States that does not 
even have the guidelines for octane in place. 

So, Madam Speaker, our former Attorney General did some 
testing on hi own and figured that upwards of $40 million a year 
could be taken from consumers by buying substandard gasoline, 
and as States around Pennsylvania continue to implement octane 
testing programs, if you do have a tanker load of substandard 
gasoline, Pennsylvania is the place to dump it. 

Madam Speaker, everyone in this room has purchased 
substandard fuel. Before some of the modem electronic devices on 
the new engines stopped the process, you all had shut your engine 
off and had it continue to run. That process where your engine 
continued to run when your ignition was shut off most of the time 
was caused by low-octane fuel. You have all had that sensation 
when you accelerated awayfrom a light and heard the engine and 
the valves pinging and rattling. That is because of low-octane fuel. 
We should not have the people of Pennsylvania, Mr. Speaker, 
purchasing sirloin steak or T-bone steak but in reality getting 
hamburger. This is a process that will implement an octane testing 
program, a random testing program, which will go a long way 
toward putting some teeth into the gasoline sales in this 
Commonwealth and, ultimately, protect the consumers. 

Madam Speaker, this is something that had a lot of work put 
into it. The refiers agree to it; the wholesalers are on hoard; the 
retailen are on board; the consumers are on board. I understand 
that the Governor's Office has a little bit of concern about the 
legislation. I would hope that after a year, when we raise the 
gasoline taxes of all the people in Pennsylvania, we at least give 
them some guarantee that they know that what they are buying is 
real, so that when you pull up and you buy 94-octane fuel, you 
know you are indeed getting 94-octane fuel. 

The abuses exist. We are wide open in Pennsylvania to receive 
those substandard fuel loads. I would ask that every member in the 
House, as we have in the past, vote in the affumative for HB 1228. 
Thank you. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Berks County, Mr. Leh. 

Mr. LEH. Thank you, Madam Speaker. 
I rise to speak on final passage? Thank you. 
I wish to commend the gentleman from Elk County for his 

support and his k i d  words on this hill. He has worked long and 
hard on it. I have worked with him in sessions past when this bill 
was sponsored under his name and did pass this House. 

Needless to say, the gentleman from Elk County is not without 
words. I will t~y to be a little bit briefer. I will simply remind this 
House that less than an hour ago we passed a close to $18 billion 
budget. I think many of us, if we were surveyed, could certainly 
find numerous line items in that budget that we felt were not the 
responsibility of t h ~ s  Commonwealth. However, with regard to this 
bill, I can wholeheartedly say that what this bill does is a 
responsibility of the Commonwealth, because it guarantees 
consumers that they will get a just set of weights and measures and 
standards and that octane rating will be tested. They will be able 
to buy what they are paying for. They will have that guarantee. 
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Pennsylvania is, like I said, one of eight States that does not 
have such a p r o a m .  We only have one neighboring State that 
does not have this program; that is Ohio. West Virginia just came 
on board after they thought for years they did not have a problem. 
When they enacted their program, they found out they did, and it 
was fairly serious. 

So I, too, would rise to ask this body, support this hill, send it 
to the Senate, and hopefully it will become law. Thank you, 
Madam Speaker. 

On the question recurring, 
Shall the bill pass finally? 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Agreeable to the provisions of the 

Constitution, the yeas and nays will now be taken. 

Clymer 
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NOT VOTING4 

EXCUSED-5 

Bebko-Jones Scrimenti Tangretti Tulli 
Phillips 

The majority required by the Constitution having voted in the 
affumative, the question was determined in the afhnative and the 
bill passed fmally. 

Ordered, That the clerk present the same to the Senate for 
concu,ce, 
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Ryan, 
Speaker 

I DECISION OF CHAIR RESCINDED 
ON SB 179 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without objection, the Chair 
rescinds its prior announcement that SB 179 was passed over for 
the day. 

The House proceeded to third consideration of SB 179, PN 782, 
entitled: 

An Act amending theacr of April 9, 1929 (P.L.177, No.175), knoirn 
as The Administrative Code of 1929, further providing for definillons. 
imposing additional duties on the Auditor General, the Statc Treasurer and 
rhe Attorney Gcncral: and authorizing the Depamnent of Corrections to 
assess and collen cenain payments from prisoners. 

On the question, 
Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration? 

BILL RECOMMITTED 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair recognizes the 
majority leader. 

Mr. PERZEL. Madam Speaker, I move that SB 179 be 
recommitted to Appropriations. 

On the question, 
Will the House agree to the motion? 
Motion was agreed to. 

SENATE MESSAGE 

AMENDED HOUSE BILL RETURNED 
FOR CONCURRENCE AND 

REFERRED TO COMMITTEE ON RULES 

The clerk of the Senate, being introduced, returned HB 1561, 
PN 3179, with information that the Senate has passed the same 
with amendment in which the concurrence of the House of 
Representatives is requested. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Members will be at ease for a 
brief time. 

The House will come back to order, please. 
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896 LEGISLATIVE JOURNAL - HOUSE APRIL 2 1 

BILLS REPORTED FROM COMMITTEES, 
CONSIDERED FIRST TIME, AND TABLED 

- 
COMMERCE AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT. 

BILL ON CONCURRENCE 
REPORTED FROM COMMITTEE 

An Act amending the act of June 29, 1996 (P.L.434, No.67), known 
as the lob Enhancement AcL providing for job creation tax credits and 
interest rates; and further providing for reports and publication of 
guidelines. 

HB 2257, PN 3425 (Amended) By Rep. GANNON 

An Act amending the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No. 141, entitled 
Public School Code of 1949, further providing for auxiliary services and 
for the definitions o f  school year" and "children in low-income families"; 
authorizine school districts to imoose dress codes and reauire students to 

An Act amending Title 23 (Domestic Relations) of the Pennsylvania 
Consolidated Statutes, further providing for grounds for involuntary 
termination of parental rights. 

JUDICIARY. 

HB 2467, PN 3426 (Amended) By Rep. GANNON 

we& stanzwd dress or uniforms: further providing for distressed school 
dismcts and for basic educarion _mt s  and higher education .era116 for the 
Link-to-Learn Program: orovidine for cezain orocedurei relating to 
management of di&ssidfirst class school disb;cts and for technoibgy 
mts to nonoublic and private schools; further orovidin for communitv 
college reimbursemcnts~ small school district &siaancc~basic education 
fund~ng payments to intermediate units, special cducalion pa!ments lo 
school districts. school oerformance incentives and charter school erznts: 
providing for communij education councils, for the opemion of th i  Slate 
System of Higher Education, for payments on account oitransponation 
of nonpuhlic~chool pupils. for temporary special aid to school districts 
suffering loss of tax revenue due to reduction in assessed valuation of 
taxable property and for incentives for administrative and instmctional 
consolidation; and making repeals. 

An Act amending Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) of the RULES. 
Pennsylvania Consolidated Smtcs, providing for inquiry as to the source I 
of security for bail in drug offenses 1 BILL REMOVED FROM TABLE 

APPROPRIATIONS. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

JUDICIARY. 

SB 1310, PN 1729 By Rep.BARLEY 

An Act providing for the capital budget for the fiscal year 1998-1999. 

On the question, 
Will the House agree to the motion? 
Motion was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair recognizes the 
majority leader. 

Mr. PERZEL. Madam Speaker, I move that SB 1310 be 
removed from the tabled calendar. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair recognizes the 
majority whip, Mr. Snyder, who moves that the gentleman, 
Mr. RAYMOND, be placed on leave temporarily. 

SENATE MESSAGE 1 

THE SPEAKER (MATTHEW J. RYAN) 
PRESIDING 

SUPPLEMENTAL CALENDAR A 

The clerk of the Senate, being introduced, informed that the 
Senate has concurred in the amendments made by the House of 
Representatives by amending said amendments to SB 494, 
PN 1913. 

Ordered, That the clerk present the same to the House of 
Representatives for its concurrence. 

AMENDED SENATE BILL RETURNED 
FOR CONCURRENCE AND 

REFERRED TO COMMITTEE ON RULES 

RULES COMMITTEE MEETING 

BILL ON CONCURRENCE 
IN SENATE AMENDMENTS 
TO HOUSE AMENDMENTS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair recomizes the 
majority leader, Mr. Perzel, from Philadelphia, who calls for an 
immediate meeting ofthe Rules Committee at his desk. 

The House proceeded to consideration of concurrence in 
Senate amendments to House amendments to SB 494, PN 1913, 
entitled: 

An Act amending the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14). entitled 
Public School Code of 1949, further providing for auxiliary services and 
for the definitions of "school vear" and "children in low-income families": 
authorizing school districts I" imposc dress ;odes and requlrc student$ to 
wear standard dress or uniiomis; further providine for dis~ressed chool 
districts and for basic education m t s  and hieher education =ants for the - - - 
Link-to-Leam Program; providing for certain procedures relating to 
management of distressed first class school districts and for technology 
erants to nonoublic and ~rivate schools: further oroviding for comrnunih. 
!ollcge rcirndursemcn~s: small school distric~ ~isisranc< basic cducation 
iunding pa) ments to intermediate unit,. rpccial education p3\nicnti to 
school dk&cts. school oerformance incentives and charter school erants: 

I 
- 

pro\ idin: for cornmunlp cdusat~on ~ounc~ls. ior thc opsrariorl oithc Smlc 
System uf H~ghcr Fduc%r~on. ior pJymenrs on account of rransponlrion 
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of nonpublic school pupils, for temporary special aid to school districts 
suffering loss of tax revenue due to reduction in assessed valuation of 
taxable properly and for incentives for administrative and instructional 
consolidation; and making repeals. 

On the question, 
Will the House concur in Senate amendments to House 

amendments? 

l-he SPEAKER. on that question, the chair recognizes the 
gentleman, Mr. Rooney. 

Mr. ROONEY. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, approximately 10 minutes ago this bill, with its 

amendment, was run out of the State Senate. This legislation has 
the potential to greatly impact on the students and the educators in 
the city of Philadelphia. This legislation embodies and represents 
a fundamental change in the way the schools are run in 
Philadelphia. 

NOW, in a fashion that has seemingly become all too 
commonplace in this House, a bill that was literally voted on 
10 minutes ago in the State senate that does and imposes these 
fundamental changes is now brought before us, and we are asked 
to vote on it up or down. 

Now, aside from the fact that I believe there is a rule that 
governs this House that says any bill on concurrence needs to be 
given at least 1 hour before it is taken up and debated in the H ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  
aside from the fact that that has not been done, this legislation is 
brought to us in a fashion that does not befit the situation that it is 
attempting to address. 

M ~ .  speaker, we a lot of important decisions in this 
House, a lot of decisions that are given the requisite thought and 
attention and discussion and debate that these decisions are entitled 
to. This legislation, Mr. Speaker, has not been given any attention, 
has not been given any debate, and has not been given all the 
parties interested the opportunity to voice their opinion on the 
matter that is before us. 
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to postpone consideration on the basis that we have not had a 
debate, when the bill has just been brought beforeSus for that very 
purpose. Perhaps an hour or 2 hours from now, after we have gone 
through the extensive debate, it may be more appropriate to have 
a better reason, one that I do not foresee, but right now I think it 
would be very Premature to suPPortamotion to Postpone. 

We are here for the purpose of doing the people's business. We 
have a piece of legislation before us. We have provided and will 
provide ample time this evening for debate on this issue, and I 
think that everybody will have an opportunity to understand the 
issues before them before we have a chance to vote on it. 
Therefore, 1 ask for a "no" on the motion to Postpone. Thank You. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 
Mr. RooneY, for the second time on the question. The 

gentleman, Mr. Rooney, yields to the gentleman, Mr. Cohen. 
Mr. Cohen. 
Mr. COHEN. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, a little bit after noon today we voted on SB 494, 

PN 181 7, and SB 494, PN 1817, was a three-page bill. It 
appropriated $3 million for a one-shot school uniform proposal, 
and it contained Representative Sturla's very detailed plan for 
school uniforms. Of that three-page bill that we voted on earlier 
this morning, a grand total of five lines are left. On page 8, lines 2 
tO 6 are still left from this three-page bill. Nevertheless, despite the 
fact that the vast majority of the lines that were in the original bill 
are gone, this is now a 21-page bill, all but 5 lines of which are 
brand new. This is the k i d  of circumstance which epitomizes the 
need for a motion l i e  this. Yes, there were debates in the caucus, 
but a lot of the debates were hindered by the lack of factual 
bowledge. 

We would have a lot of problems sometimes if we had to take 
atest on the details of the bills we vote on, and if, Mr. Speaker, the 
rule Was that for us to pass this legislation, not only do we need a 
majority voting for it but we need a majority that could get a grade 
of 70 on the details of this legislation, we could not pass that test 
now. We do not have detailed knowledge of the various fundins 

MOTION TO PLACE BILL ON 
POSTPONED CALENDAR 

- - 
formulas. We do not have detailed knowledge of the various 
provisions of this bill relating to Philadelphia. We do not have 
knowledge about how this relates to the history of education in 

Mr. ROONEY. That being the case, Mr. Speaker, I move to 
postpone concurrence of SB 494 until a date certain, being next 
Monday, April 27 -Monday, April 27, 1998. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman, Mr. Rooney, moves that the 
question of concurrence on SB 494, PN 1913, be postponed until 
Monday, April 27, 1998. 

On the question, 
Will the House agree to the motion? 

The SPEAKER. On that question, Mr. Snyder. 
Mr. SNYDER. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, I stand to oppose the gentleman's motion to 

postpone the consideration of SB 494. This legislation was the 
subject of much discussion in our caucus. It is my understanding 
it was also debated and discussed in the Democratic caucus as well 
this afternoon. 

This legislation, Mr. Speaker, is, I am sure, going to be subject 
to a lot of debate on this floor. I think it is not proper at this time 

~hiladel~hia. We do not have knowledge about how this generally 
affects union contracts statewide. We do not have knowledge 
about what otherschool districts in the State think about this bill, 
and for all these reasons we are not adequately prepared to vote on 
this bill at this time tonight. 

I therefore strongly urge we join in supporting Mr. Rooney's 
motion to postpone this legislation at this time. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 
The Chair recogaizes the gentleman from Philadelphia County, 

Mr. Evans. 
Mr. EVANS. Mr. Speaker, normally the maker of this motion, 

I would always be very supportive of him. I would be, extremely, 
because he is one of my favorite people. However, I have to 

with him and members -to postpone 
this particular bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I have the utmost respect for the gentleman, but 
I think this debate needs to happen. This is not just a debate about 
Philadelphia; this is a debate about a lot of the things relating to 
lhe Commonwealth of Pennsylvania around the question Of 

education. So I would ask, on both sides of the aisle - let this not 
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be a Democrat-Republican issue - I would ask that we would vote 
"no" on postponement of this particular recommendation, 
Mr. Speaker. Thank you. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 
The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Philadelphia County, 

Mr. Thomas. 
Mr. THOMAS. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise to strongly urge postponement of SB 494. 

Mr. Speaker, we are talking about an issue that is going to affect 
people not just in one part of the State but from all parts of the 
State, and it is in the best interests of not only the citizens that we 
represent but it is in the best interests of the children that we stand 
for that we at least make an informed and an intelligent decision. 
It is impossible for us to make an informed decision with respect 
to this issue since this issue, for all practical purposes, is just 
coming before us. 

So, Mr. Speaker, in the interests of the children of Pennsylvania 
who are in our public schools, let us move to postpone voting on 
this bill until such time that we can come to the table with an 
informed and an intelligent decision with respect to this issue. 
Thank you. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 
The gentleman, Mr. Cowell. 
Mr. COWELL. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, I, too, urge that we postpone debate on this matter 

until Monday. A previous speaker said it so well. This is not just 
about Philadelphia, so none of us should take comfort in the 
suggestion that the language in this bill seems only to pertain to 
Philadelphia and that it is safe for the rest of us to vote one way or 
the other because it affects only Philadelphia. As he said just a 
minute ago, it is about a lot more than just Philadelphia. These are 
issues that can affect every one of our school districts. These are 
issues that can affect children in every one of our school districts. 
These are issues that can affect taxpayers in every one of our 
districts. So we should not hesitate to postpone the debate on this 
bill that was seen for the first time by most members of this House 
only at 2 or 3 o'clock this afternoon, this bill that was considered 
by the Senate only 20 or 30 minutes ago. 

Why do the makers of this language fear the light of day? 
Why do they fear a public discussion as well as a legislative 
discussion? We should not be afraid of that. We should debate 
these issues. Let us debate them on Monday after the public is 
aware of what we propose and after all of our school districts are 
well informed about the implications of this legislation, not just for 
Philadelphia but for all school districts. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 
On the question of postponement, the gentleman, Mr. Perzel. 
Mr. PERZEL. Mr. Speaker, on the question of postponement, 

the kids cannot wait, Mr. Speaker. We have got serious problems 
down in the city of Philadelphia. In 1997, only a third of the 
1 lth gaders met the basic standards on the STAT-9 reading test, 
less than 13 percent met the standard in math, and 9 percent - that 
is about 18,000 kids out of 200,000 - met the basic standard 
requirements for science, Mr. Speaker- 18,000 out of 215,000. 

Mr. Speaker, the kids cannot wait because we cannot allow 
1 lth graders- Thirty-six out of Philadelphia's 44 high schools 
ranked in the bonom fifth statewide in reading; 37 of 44 high 
schools ranked in the bonom one-fifth in math. In the eighth 
grades, Mr. Speaker, 68 of the 92 schools tested ranked in the 
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bonom one-fifth in reading; 7 1 out of 92 ranked in the bottom 
one-fifth in math; and when you look at the charts published in the 
Inquirer, if you saw last Thursday's paper, the system is basically 
a failure, Mr. Speaker. Basically, it is a failure. 

So if we postpone, we are postponing opportunity for kids to be 
able to read and kids to be able to write, and it bothered me, 
Mr. Speaker, when 1 saw the Senate, and Senator Fumo said - this 
is Senator Furno's quote - one-half of the people in the prisons in 
Pennsylvania come fiom the city of Philadelphia, and I venture to 
say that they are kids that were not educated properly, and we will 
not stand for that anymore. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman, Mr. Thomas. 
Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, on the issue of postponement, we 

are not saying that there are no problems in the city of 
Phiiadelphii. We are not saying that there are some kids who have 
not had an opportunity to have access to choices. We are not 
saying that the issue of access to a quality education is not an issue 
which is subject to debate. All we are saying is that we need to 
postpone in order to look at the dimensions of proposed change. 
SB 494 offers a myriad, a myiad of choices, a myriad of avenues, 
in which some of us in this chamber believe we should be moving 
in order to bring about changes in the Philadelphia school system. 

And, Mr. Speaker, let no one, let no one be fooled by the fact 
that we have a problem in Philadelphia, and it has been a problem 
for years now. I remember that in elementary, junior high, and 
high school, we had bathrooms that did not work. We had rooms 
where, when it rained outside, it rained inside. We had no books, 
but yet, Mr. Speaker, we had good teachers; we had people who 
cared, and as a result of their caring, we were able to get a quality 
education. 

So, Mr. Speaker, the issue is not whether or not there are 
problems. We know that there are problems. The issue is, should 
we or should we not make fundamental changes in what 
happens- 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will yield; the gentleman will 
yield. 

The issue is, shall we postpone? Now- 
Mr. THOMAS. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
The SPEAKER. Now, let us stay on that track. I allowed the 

majority leader to deviate, I allowed you to deviate, and I am 
going to allow Mr. Rooney to deviate a little bit out of a sense of 
fairness. But this was my mistake, and 1 am now going to try and 
correct it m a moment if this gets out of hand. Now, please stay on 
track at this point. 

Mr. THOMAS. On the issue of postponement, postponement 
is necessary because we have before us a proposal wh~ch 
involves not only fundamental but structural changes in the way 
education is delivered in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, an& 
Mr. Speaker, we all are not coming to the table with a consensus 
on this proposal. This proposal is far-reaching. Time is necessary 
in order for each and every one of us to not only digest what has 
been proposed but also to develop some understanding of what has 
been proposed so that we can make an mformed and an intelligent 
decision. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge postponement until such time that we are 
prepared to move fonvard on this issue. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman, Mr. Cohen, for the second time 
on the lssue to postpone. 
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I have listed Mr. James, then Mr. Roebuck, then Mr. Rooney. 

Not necessarily in that order. Mr. Rooney is last. 
Mr. Cohen. 
Mr. COHEN. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, I suggested that we needed more time so that 

people would be able to fully read and understand this, and after 
hearing the comments of the majority leader, I thimk the majority 
leader is among those who need more time to read and fully 
understand this bill. 

This bill deals with the creation of a distressed school district, 
the declaration of a distressed school district by the Secretary of 
Education. There is absolutely nothing in this bill, contrary to 
Mr. Perzel's remarks, which gives the Secretary of Education the 
power to declare a school district dish.essed ifkids cannot read and 
write. There is absolutely nothing in this- 

The SPEAKER Will the gentleman yield. 
The gentleman clearly is taking about the contents of the bill 

right now. Now, even I understand that, with my education. And 
the question before the House is a motion to postpone, which I am 
sure you understand. 

Mr. COHEN. Yes, I do, Mr. Speaker. I also understand that the 
majority leader just made a very long speech about the poor 
quality of education in the Philadelphia public schools, and he 
implied that the poor quality of education in the public schools has 
somethimg to do with this bill, and I t h i i  in fairness, I ought to be 
able to point out that the criteria the majority leader used are 
totally irrelevant to this bill. 

The SPEAKER. I said my mea culpas for having let people 
wander, including you on the f& round. Now, please try and stay 
on the point, which is the motion to postpone. 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, in order for everybody to fully 
understand this so we do not have wandering debates about things 
this bill has nothing whatever to do with, people have to 
understand what is in the bill. They have to be able to debate it 
intelligently and not just make emotional appeals that sound good, 
are good sound bites, but have nothing whatever to do with the 
details of this bill. In order for people to talk relevantly about this 
bill, they have to understand the bill. In order for everybody to 
fully understand it, they need a lot more time. The way to get 
a lot more time is to postpone this bill until next Monday, as 
Mr. Rooney su,g 0 ests. 

I urge everybody vote to postpone. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 
Mr. James, on the question to postpone. 
Mr. JAMES. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
On the issue of postponement, the majority leader has stated in 

his enumeration of what some of the problems were in the school 
disbict, he talked about the kids cannbt wait. And we do not want 
the kids to wait. We want the children and the young people to be 
educated properly. I do not see us postponing this for 1 week. I 
mean, they have been waiting all this time in order to have 
adequate education, so I cannot see any reason why we cannot 
postpone this for 1 week so that we can have a better 
understanding of this bill, Mr. Speaker, and I would urge that we 
postpone it. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 
The gentleman, Mr. Roebuck. 
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Mr. ROEBUCK. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
We are told that schoolchildren cannot wait, that there is an 

urgency about doing this bill now. The Republican leader 
somehow suggested that there is something in this bill that is going 
to remedy all the problems that we have had over the series of 
years that have culminated in what he identifies as a crisis at this 
present point. I wish he would have pointed those provisions out 
to me, because I do not see the urgency; I do not see that language 
in this bill. I doubt that he sees it either. 

The rhetoric we have heard around this legislation and the 
urgency for doing it now, it cries out in fact that we look at the bill 
carefully, we consider its provisions, and we give clear and careful 
consideration before we move to enact it. Those who have argued 
for it are reminded somehow of the comments that were made 
about a former distinguished Republican President by the name of 
Warren Hardmg. When he made his speech, it was said that he 
delivered his speech as an army of pompous phrases moving over 
the landscape in search of an idea, and that is what we have heard 
today from those who have argued for the urgency of this bill, 
those who have argued that somehow we cannot postpone this. We 
have heard rhetoric but no substance. 

So, Mr. Speaker, I would urge that my colleagues give us the 
opportunity to look at the language. Indeed, we might even make 
it a better bill and address the problems we say are there if we 
would give it proper consideration, and certainly, waiting until 
Monday, I doubt that any school kid in any city is going to 
somehow fall off the deep end of irreparable damage to their 
educational career between today, Tuesday, and next Monday. 
Perhaps that will happen; I doubt it. But it would give us as 
legislators certainly the opportunity to do what we are supposed to 
do as elected representatives of the people, and it would give us 
the opportunity to do what is right. 

I would urge that we postpone consideration of this bill at this 
time. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 
The gentleman from Philadelphia County, Mr. Myers. 
Mr. MYERS. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise to support the motion to postpone. 
To not postpone, in my opinion, is going to deny myself and 

many members in this chamber the ability to make an informed 
decision. Not to postpone k i d  of reminds me of a used-car 
salesman saying, "Don't read these papers; just sign this contract. 
Don't read the fme print; just sign the contract. Don't understand 
what you're signing. Just sign everything;. don't read it; don't 
understand it. I'll give yon this car, and it's a lemon." So all I am 
saying is that in order for us to be able to make an informed 
decision, in order for us to exercise informed consent, and I think 
that is a very salient tern - that each and every one of us in this 
chamber, that anything that we cast our vote on, we are giving our 
consent for some action. And I just got this bill in my hand, and I 
do not know if I want to give consent or not. So I on a personal 
level need time to digest this bill, to understand what it is saying, 
understand what it is doing, whom it is doing it to and why, before 
I will be able to make an informed decision to give my consent, 
and I think a lot of us are in this same predicament. 

Therefore, Mr. Speaker, I ask that we do not be used-car 
salesmen, that we postpone this vote until Monday. Thank you. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the gentleman, 
Mr. Rooney. 



more than we probably would l i e  lately, what they see when they 
come here to view this. 

Mr. Speaker, our intention is to help the schoolchildren in the 
city of Philadelphia and vis-a-vis those kids in the rest of the State, 
and I thii we need to do that. The gentleman, Mr. Perzel, cites 
some very alarming and startling statistics. There is no doubt that 
they need to be addressed in a productive, in a substantive fashion. 
But by asking us to vote on this fundamental, radical change to the 
way education is offered to children in Philadelphia without giving 
it the degree of thought, time, energy, and study that is required, 
I think we are doing nothing more than setting a poor example, 
cerminly not leadimg by example or the example that we profess to 
be about. 

Mr. Speaker, we are asking that this legislation be postponed 
for a few short days to allow the light of day to shine upon it, to 
allow the members of this great body to make an informed 
decision and allow the people of Philadelphia and the people of 
Pennsylvania to comment on what is before us. I do not think that 
is asking for too much. I would respecthlly request that that 
request be honored by a f f i i n g  my motion to postpone SB 494. 
Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 
The Chair recognizes the gentleman, Mr. Perzel, on the 

question to postpone. 
Mr. PERZEL. Mr. Speaker, I will be talking about why we 

should not postpone. 
Superintendent Hombeck in the Philadelphia public schools has 

said repeatedly, both privately and publicly, that if he does not get 
$85 million, he will close the schools. Clearly, he did not get the 
$85 million that he said he had to have to keep the schools open. 
So that is a real threat. He told me that; he told the business 
community that; he told the city council that; he told that to the 
Inquirer, and he told that to the Daily News. That is a threat to put 
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Bishop Donatucci 
Blaum Eachus 
Boscola George 
Boyes Gordner 
Butkovia GruiQa 
Buxton Haluska 
Caltagirone Harhai 
Cappabianca Honey 
Cam ltkin 
Carone James 
Casorio Iamlin 
Cawley Josephs 
Cohen, M. Kaiser 
Colafella Keller 
Colaizzo Kirkland 
Corpora LaGrona 
Cowell Laughlin 
CUW Lederer 
Daley Lescovitz 

Mr. ROONEY. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
The comments of my hero, Representative Evans, and the 

distinguished majority leader notwithstandmg, I think what we are 
doing here or what we are being asked to do here is exactly the 
opposite of what we try to teach our kids to do in school - to 
study, to learn more, and ultimately, to make a good and a right 
decision. 

Now, the gentleman from Philadelphia, Mr. Cohen, suggested 
that when this bill left this chamber a few short hours ago, upon its 
raum everything that we had in it going out was deleted and now 
21 new pages of information is what is in it. Now, if you consider 
the fact, without getting into the amendment itself, but when you 
talk about this fundamental change in terns of funding and 
contract provisions and collective bargaining and the establishment 
of a chief executive officer to run the Philadelphia schools, when 
you consider all that and you take into account the fact that we 
have had a grand sum total of, you know, maybe 2,3, and some of 
those fortunate folks may have had 4 hours to look at this proposal, 
and now we are asking the members of the House to vote on 
something that has not been given the opportunity, the public has 
not had an opportunity to comment on it, and the distinguished 
whip suggestedthat we are here to do the people's business and in 
1 or 2 hours, you know, we will be able to cast an informed vote, 
Mr. Speaker, that is not the way the process works. That is not the 
way the kids in my school districts study it. It is not the way the 
teachers tell them about it. It is not usually, although it happens 

Adolph . Fargo 
Allen Feese 
Argall Fichter 
Armstrong Fleagle 
Baker Flick 
Bard Forcier 
Barley Gannon 
B m  Geist 
Benninghoff Giglioni 
Birmelin Gladeck 
Browne Godshall 
Bunt G N P P ~  
Chadwick Habay 
Civera Harhart 
Clark Hasay 
Clyrner Hennessey 
Cohen, L. I. Herman 
Comell Hershey 
Corrigan Hess 
COY Hutchinson 
Dally Jadlowiec 

215,000 kids out on the street with nowhere to go and with no 
classes to go to. That is a threat, and the threat is real, Mr. Speaker. 
Thank you. 

POINT OF ORDER 

Mr. COHEN. Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, in yourjudgment, was that speech relevant to the 

motion to postpone ? 
The SPEAKER. I thouat  it was getting there. I was wondering. 

I thought the next thing he was going to say was, "And if we 
postpone this, the legislation necessary to correct the Hombeck 
problem will not be on the books, and that's why we shouldn't do 
it," but he did not get a chance to say that. 

Mr. COHEN. Yeah. He should have put that earlier, I thiik, 
Mr. Speaker, and integrated the subject matter. 

On the question recurring, 
Will the House agree to the motion? 

The following roll call was recorded: 

YEAS-87 

:::g DeLuca Levdansky Santonl 
Dermody Lloyd Shaner 

~,lf,,i DeWeese Luwk Staback 
~ a i d e r i n o  
McCall 
Melio 
Michlovic 
Mundy 
Myers 
OlasZ 
Oliver 
Pesci 
Pemarca 
Petrone 
Pistella 
Preston 
Ramos 
Riegeer 
Roberts 
Roebuck 
Rooney 
Sainato 

Major 
Markosek 
Marsica 
Masland 
Mayernik 
McGeehan 
McGill 
Mcllhanan 
Mcllhinney 
McNaughton 
Micozzie 
Miller 
Nailor 
Nickol 
O'Brien 
Orie 
Peael 
p i ~ p y  
Plans 
Readshaw 
Reber 

Stairs 
Steelman 
Stetler 
Sturla 
Surra 
Thomas 
Tigue 
Travaglio 
Trello 
Trich 
Van Home 
Veon 
Vitali 
Washington 
Williams, A. H 
Williams, C. 
Wojnaroski 
Youngblood 

Schroder 
Schuler 
Semmel 
Serafini 
Seyfen 
Smith, B. 
Smith, S. H. 
Snyder, D. W. 
Stcil 
Stem 
Stevenson 
Strinmaner 
Taylor, E. 2. 
Taylor, I. 
True 
Vance 
Walko 
Waugh 
Wilt 
wogan 
Wright. M N. 
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Phillips Scrimenti 
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Less than the majority having voted in the affurnative, the 
question was determined in the negative and the motion was not 
ageed to. 

Dempsey Kenney Reinard Yewcic 
Dent Krebs Rohrer Zimmerman 
DiGirolamo Lawless Ross 2 %  
Druce Leh Rubley 
Egolf Lynch Sather Ryan, 
Evans Maher Saylor Speaker 
Fairchild Maitland 

NOT VOTING-2 

Hanna Robinson 

On the question recurring, 
Will the House concur in Senate amendments to House 

amendments? 

several reasons why we should not concur. We have just discussed 
one of those reasons over the last 10 or 15 minutes. This 
legislation represents a lot of new and complicated and very 
important language that has not been tested before this 
General Assembly, has never been tested before the Education 
Committees of the House or Senate, and surely has never been 
tested by public scnrtiny, and a majority, a narrow majority, just 
moments ago decided that we really did not want to allow time for 
a thorough debate, and most importantly, thorough public scrutiny 

The SPEAKER. On that question, the Chair's recollection is the 
Chair had recognized the gentleman, Mr. Rooney, on the final 
question of concurrence, and according to my list, the gentleman, 
Mr. Cowell, desires recognition on this question; Mr. Thomas; the 
lady, Ms. Washington; the gentleman, Mr. James; the gentleman, 
Mr. Cohen. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman, Mr. Cowell. The 
gentleman, Mr. Cowell, is recognized. 

Mr. COWELL. Just one second, Mr. Speaker. I am looking for 
a note. 

PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRY 

The SPEAKER. For what purpose does the gentleman, 
Mr. James, seek recognition ? 

Mr. JAMES. Mr. Speaker, I rise for a parliamentary inquiry. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman will please state it. 
Mr. JAMES. Mr. Speaker, I know that we just had a vote to 

postpone. Can I ask your indulgence if I could make or if a motion 
would be in order to refer it to a committee or refer it back to a 
committee ? 

The SPEAKER. That motion would be in order, but- 
The gentleman, Mr. James, cannot interrupt at this time to 

make a motion in that I had already recognized the gentleman, 
Mr. Cowelt, on the question of concurrence. However, the motion 
that you are refening to is in order, and you are on the list, and you 
will be reached, and at such time as you are reached, it would be 
perfectly in order for you to make such a motion. 

Mr. JAMES. Okay, Mr. Speaker. Thank you. 
Mr. Speaker, I want also, when I get to my time on the list, I 

want to make some comments as well as maybe make that motion. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the gentleman, 

Mr. Cowell. 
Mr. COWELL. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise to urge that we vote to nonconcur in the 

language that is presented to us in the form of SB 494. There are 

I of this new language. 
There are a lot of good things in SB 494. There are important 

t h i s  that sooner or later we will do, that we must do. We do them 
every year in conjunction with a budget. We pass a School Code 
that provides for the distribution of dollars and makes some other 
modifications to School Code language. This bill is typical in that 
sense, and in that sense and along those lines, the bill does what it 
needs to do. As I suggested when we were actually considering the 
budget bill, it does not do as much as we should have done, given 
the huge State surplus. We have missed the opportunity to do 
important things to improve public education in this State, but the 
bill does do what it must do to allow the budgeted dollars to be 
distributed to school districts and community colleges and other 
entities. 

The problem with this bill is the important new language that 
is created around the Philadelphia School District, the first-class 
school district and fust-class cities, and there is one of those and 
only one of those, of course, and that is the Philadelphia School 
District and the coterminous Philadelphia City. And the issues that 
are introduced for the first time to most of us at 2.15 or 3:15 this 
afternoon are complicated issues, important issues, but we ought 
to debate them and we ought to discuss them and we ought to hear 
what others have to say about them. 

Some people would argue that this applies only to Philadelphia, 
but as was suggested in the earlier debate, this is not just about 
Philadelphia, because the issues that are raised and the ideas or the 
concepts that are suggested and made a part of law for 
Philadelphia have implications for all of us, and those are issues 
that we ought to be considering, and those are issues that we 
probably ought to be debating in the context of all 501 school 
districts, not just 1 district where some people are mad at a 
superintendent or some people are rightfully concerned about what 
I consider intemperate remarks about closing a district, although 
we know that no one person, including any particular 
superintendent, can unilaterally close down a district. It just does 
not happen, and it just would not happen. 

But what is a problem with this language is that, fust of all, it 
creates a whole new set of concepts and a whole new set of words 
about how a school district - in this case, this one Philadelphia 
district- can be determined to be fmancially distressed. We have 
a lot of school districts in this State that are struggling. We have a 
lot of school districts in this State where one might argue that they 
are not viable from an education standpoint. This legislation 
ignores all of them. This legislation ignores most of the 
recommendations that were made by the Urban Schools 
Commission that reported back to this House. It ignores the issues 
that were posed and addressed by that Urban Schools Commission 
report, and it simply would have us at this moment deal only with 
this Philadelphia district, and it would have us create new reasons, 
new criteria, by which the Secretary of Education could 
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unilaterally declare this district to be distressed - not academically 
distressed; financially distressed. That is the section of the law we 
are dealing with. 

It does not set up a set of criteria that try to measure how the 
kids are doing. We have heard and will continue to hear some 
speechmaking about doing it for the kids and saving the kids and 
improving the education system. This does nothing about 
academically distressed districts, be it Philadelphia or any of the 
others among our 501, but it simply creates a new set of criteria 
where. the Secretary unilaterally decides to declare in this case the 
Philadelphia district distressed. Once that happens, we give to the 
Secretary of Education and this small commission, four of its five 
members appointed by the Governor or sitting there at the behest 
of the Governor, it gives them very special powers that we do not 
give to any of the other boards that are created in financially 
distressed districts around the Commonwealth, and 1 would 
suggest we do not give them to those other boards for good 
reasons, good reasons that we ought to consider even as it is 
suggested that we give to this Secretary of Education these 
extraordinary powers. 

Last year a lot of people fought on the floor of this House to 
preserve the idea of local control where there might be a charter 
school, and they argued and we argued that we ought to be 
respectful of local school boards and local taxpayers. This 
legislation would allow the Secretary of Education to unilaterally 
approve a charter school or unilaterally declare an existing school 
to become a chartered school in the Philadelphia district, and the 
rest of the law about charter schools still applies. The school 
district has to write a check, has to write a check to support that 
charter school. We already know that part of the problem in 
Philadelphia this year is that they are taking a $16- million hit 
because of charter schools that have been approved, and they have 
been trying to work that out. But this would give to the Secretary 
of Education unparalleled, uncontrolled authority to create more 
charter schools, without any input from the local school board or 
local taxpayers, but they would have to pay the hill. 

It gives to this Secretary something that seems to contradict the 
position that a lot of us argue for here on the floor and even a 
position argued for by the administration, and that is that we have 
got to improve the quality of teaching in this Commonwealth, we 
have got to make more rigorous our certification requirements, and 
I agree with t h q  and in a week or two, we are hopefully going to 
be considering Representative Stairs' bill, HB 2100, that will 
address that issue. But this bill today says the Secretary could 
unilaterally decide to hue personnel, any personnel, without regard 
to certification - again, unparalleled, unprecedented power for the 
Secretary to hue whomever he or she might like to hire without the 
other requirements of law and the other things we have argued to 
be important, certification being adhered to. 

This also would give to the Secretary lots of other powers. If 
you have had a chance to read the bill - and I hope you have, hut 
obviously, a lot have not because of the short schedule here; one 
of the reasons why we should have postponed debate till next 
Monday - you will find that we are giving to the Secretary, once 
he declares the district to be distressed, unparalleled powers to 
reorganize a district and, in the process of reorganizing, to just 
dismiss employees. We have argued for certain protections, not 
guarantees but due-process protections, for employees in all of our 
school districts. 

It also would give the Secretary the power unilaterally, working 
with this five-person board, to hire some for-profit company. It 
could be some out-of-State for-profit company to come in and 
manage a building or manage the whole district, and there are no 
controls about that. We have argued for local control here, and we 
have argued for the proper kind of stewardship of local tax dollars, 
but here we would be asked to give to the Secretary the power, 
uncontrolled by anybody else, to simply hue some other company, 
a for-profit company, to run the whole district or run a building or 
whatever the Secretary decided he or she wanted to do. 

As you read through it, you fmd that there are other 
unprecedented and, I think, unsupportable changes in the law; 
where we provide in this legislation for collective bargaining in the 
future but it is not really collective bargaining, because it says 
there is going to be collective bargaining but then the contract has 
got to say this and that and this and that, and so you can 
collectively bargain, I guess, hut the outcome is predetermined as 
a matter of law. 

And then it says, if there is not a contract that is agreed to, the 
Secretary gets to unilaterally set up a salary schedule. One person 
sitting in Harrisburg gets to decide what the salary schedule is 
going to be for the district. 

Mr. Speaker, these ideas, this language, at the moment, would 
be applied to the Philadelphia district, but it is important, as was 
suggested by an earlier speaker that this is about more than 
Philadelphia, it is about all of us. If we in this moment, because we 
are unhappy about something or do not like somebody, decide that 
it is okay to do this to one district, what keeps it from tomorrow 
being about my district or your district? If we are going to endorse 
these unprecedented powers for State government to take over a 
district in this fashion, then we are setting ourselves up for that 
same kind of intervention, and that undermines everything that has 
ever been argued about on this floor in terms of local control and 
discretionary authority and deferential respect for local school 
boards and for local taxpayers. We undermine the positions we 
have fought for and argued for and defended and supported year 
after year after year here in the House of Representatives and in 
the Senate as well. 

Most important of all, perhaps, is what this bill does not do. It 
does not begin to address any real kid issues. It does not begin to 
address any real school issues. Part of the concem in Philadelphia, 
as I understand it, is that they are struggling about how do you pay' 
for full-day kindergarten that the Urban Schools Commission said 
ought to be done, and they are struggling with the question, how 
do you reduce class size in this urban dismct for the youngest kids, 
something the Urban Schools Commission said ought to be done. 
But rather than us providing a helping hand for this district and 
others across the Commonwealth, rather than us debating here on 
the floor of the House how we will help school districts have 
full-day kindergarten and preschool programs and smaller class 
size for kids in grades K through 3, rather than doing any of that, 
l i e  good showmen we decide to shift attention to a debate over 
here. And so the bottom line is that we will do nothing for the 
Philadelphia district or any of our districts to promote these sound 
education concepts, and instead, we will simply, if we pass this 
hill, introduce into the law a host of new ideas that in an 
unprecedented way provide for a State takeover and State 
management of a dismct and management in a way that we violate 
some things that year after year we have said were important 
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principles for the operation of all of our school districts across the 
Commonwealth. 

Mr. Speaker, because this bill is wrong for what it does and 
wrong for what it fails to do, I would urge that we defeat SB 494 
and vote to nonconcur. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 
The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Philadelphia County, 

Mr. Thomas. 
Mr. THOMAS. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise to nonconcur in SB 494, an4 Mr. Speaker, 

I rise to nonconcur for a number of reasons, and I will do my best 
to focus on only those amendments or that comprehensive 
amendment that has been inserted into this bill by the Senate. 

First of all, Mr. Speaker, the whole question of making a 
declaration of disaess. No one in this chamber, from either side of 
the aisle, should believe that if we allow a declaration of distress 
under the circumstances as articulated in this bill in Philadelphia 
County, that tomorrow it might not be Berks County, it might not 
be Erie County,' it might not be Northumberland County. This 
declaration will be applicable to every other school district in the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania if we accept this very abstract and 
very convoluted defmition "declaration of distress." This 
declaration must be rejected, Mr. Speaker. 

Secondly, Mr. Speaker, Pennsylvania is one of those States 
where people have been able to raise their families, build their 
communities, and, Mr. Speaker, make a commi!ment to the overall 
future of Pennsylvania through hard work, through struggle, and 
through protections. Ifwe go back to the coal mines, if we go back 
to how Pennsylvania started, Mr. Speaker, we need not in 1998 be 
takimg about circumstances that will not only frustrate but just 
obliterate existing contracts. Mr. Speaker, Pennsylvania is the last 
State that should be talking about imposing conditions that 
frustrate andlor obliterate existing contracts. That is not what 
Pennsylvania has been all about, and we need not take that path 
today through the support of SB 494, because if you concur, then 
you will say yes; you will say no to our history and you will say 
yes to Pennsylvania reaching a point where it cares nothing about 
existing commitments, it cares nothing about existing 
circumstances under which people are living. 

Mr. Speaker, thirdly, SB 494 should be nonconcurred because 
SB 494 offers no objective, reasonable path to change. We have 
heard statistics being cited as to the quality of education in 
Philadelphia County, and we have heard that the impetus for 
SB 494 and its amendments is because the superintendent of 
Philadelphia County has said that he is going to close the school. 
Mr. Speaker, in case you do not know, let this Representative tell 
you today at this hour, at this minute, and that is, the 
superintendent of Philadelphia is without both the legal or moral 
capacity to close down Philadelphia schools. As long as there is a 
board of education, a decisionmakiig body which has been legally 
empowered to make decisions as to the administration of education 
in Philadelphia County, then do not be guided by what the 
superintendent says, and I say to you, on both sides ofthe aisle, the 
superintendent of Philadelphia will not close the schools of 
Philadelphia next year if we do not get $85 million. Mr. Speaker, 
the whole issue that the superintendent was attempting to raise, 
and that is that Philadelphia has reached a point where it 
can no longer provide an efficient and quality education to kids off 
the de minimis amount of money that it receives from the 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, and therefore, in the absence of 
additional dollars from the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, the 
school district would be forced to make some hard choices, but I 
submit to you, one of those choices will not be to deny 210,000 
kids access to an education. So, Mr. Speaker, do not he guided - 
and I ask my colleagues on both sides of the aisle - do not be 
guided by that rhetoric on the part of the superintendent, and I will 
call it just what it is - it is rhetoric. 

Foruthly, Mr. Speaker, we talk about and it has been mentioned 
that half of the people in Pennsylvania prisons come out of 
Philadelphia County. Well, Mr. Speaker, if I had a situation where 
I am spending $25,000 for access to Pennsylvania prisons as 
opposed to Pennsylvania's quality educational system, then half of 
my prisons would be filled with people who have been 
fundamentally denied access to a quality education. You go to any 
county in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, and we have left 
people with a serious choice, and I am talking about people who 
are homeless, people who are unemployed, people who do not 
have access to quality health care, people who are suffering. We 
have said to them, suffer no more; suffer no more; just take the 
scholarship to Pennsylvania prisons, and you will be guaranteed 
three meals a day, access to a color television, recreational 
equipment, clothes, food, shelter, counseling, treatment, and 
whatever else you need. Mr. Speaker, we think that it is 
fashionable to spend $25,000 to send somebody to Pennsylvania 
jails and unwilling to give up $10,000 to send Pennsylvania 
children to Yale. Mr. Speaker, it is no mystique to me as to why 
our prisons are overcrowded; it is no mystique to me why young 
folk are choosing to go to jail as opposed to going to Yale, because 
the choices that we are making available to them are signaling, are 
signaling the bad, the worst k i d  of message that we can be 
sending to the people of Pennsylvania. 

Last but not least, Mr. Speaker, Philadelphia County, like 
Northumberland County, like other counties throughout 
Pennsylvania, needs help; they need help. We have been 
promoting a formula for funding education that is not only 
discriminatory but is designed to never provide all Pennsylvania 
children with equalization of opportunity. Mr. Speaker, we know 
thaf and yet we continue to do that. All Philadelphia is saying, and 
that is that it needs fundimg, fundimg at a level to provide for an 
efficient and effective educational system, and I cite an example 
of what choices can do. 

Mr. Speaker, with the help of my colleagues here, for the last 
5 years I have been able to get additional help to enhance the 
quality of education for children in my district, and the children of 
William Penn High School, right there in North Philadelphia, 
children who 5 years ago were hying to get out of William Penn 
and get someplace else, but because we have been able to provide 
additional support for a quality education, Mr. Speaker, I ask you 
to look at the increase in math and science scores over the last few 
years, that we have been able to provide their support. Kids' math 
and science scores have increased threefold at William Penn 
High School, and, Mr. Speaker, last year for the fvst time in the 
history of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, children from 
William Penn High School, that little poor high school in 
North Philadelphia, were able to go to the Governor's School of 
Excellence in Health Care and were able to exceed other kids that 
were able to go to the Governor's School of Excellence in 
Health Care. 
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with a quality education, and if you do not believe me, by to apply 
SB 494 to Delaware County, to Erie County, to York County. I 

Mr. Speaker, if you want to know what is needed to 
provide a quality education, come go with me to the 181st 
Legislative District, to the William Penn High School, to the 
Benjamin Franklin High School. Mr. Speaker, where children, 
teachers, administrators have the resources to work with, they can 
make fundamental changes in what happens to the quality of 
education for our children. 

I look at my own experience, Mr. Speaker. I went to 
Edison High School over there at Eighth and Lehigh. Mr. Speaker, 
half of the time it rained in the building; half of the time I had to 
jump out the second-floor window in order to get back home from 
school; half of the time I did not even have books to study. 
But, Mr. Speaker, because somebody from the private sector 
cared about what happened to us at Edison, I was able to go to 
Edison during the day, go to the YMCA in the afternoon and take 
calculus, and then go to evening school and take trigonomeby, and 
graduate at the head of my class, because somebody took the time 
to care, and they took the time to care with makimg sure that my 
class received the kind of resources we needed in order to get a 
good education. 

When I went to law school, I did not have any family that had 
money to send me to law school. I went to law school on $16, and 
that was the money that was needed to take the Greyhound bus to 
Washington, D.C., and get to Antioch School of Law. But I was 
able to get a quality education in law school because somebody 
took the time to care, because somebody took the time to provide 
the resources necessary in order to make sure that we were able to 
achieve. 

Mr. Speaker, at the end of the day, SB 494 will do nothing to 
move Philadelphia County a step further towards providing kids 

MOTION TO RECOMMIT 

Some of you may be saying to yourselves that the bill is okay 
because it will only affect Philadelphia. It is only Philadelphia. But 
you would not do this if it was your own school districts. The 
people in your counties would be in open revolt. They want local 
control, and so do we. 

This is a sneak attack on local control. This is a sneak attack on 
the children of Philadelphia and the teachers and citizens of 
Philadelphia. 

This is not the answer to the problems in the Philadelphia public 
school system. What is needed is to provide equity in funding for 
the children in Philadelphia. Yes, more money is not the answer by 
itself, but it is part of the solution. 

If you say money is not the answer, I have a challenge for you: 
Have the children in your school districts switch the amount spent 
per student with the students in our school district. Money does 
matter. 

We have the money to do the right thing by the children of 
Philadelphia. Our State surplus is growing by leaps and bounds. 
Already it has passed the Ridge administration's proposed 
estimate. At the end of March, the surplus was $340 million. That 
is before the big taw collection months of April and May. Instead, 
we are using money for tax breaks for coffee bean processors and 
things like that. That is wrong. 

I am asking the members on both sides of the aisle to vote "no" 
on this bill on concurrence, to vote nonconcurence ofthis bill, and 
to join me in seeking real improvements for the schools in 
Philadelphia and Pennsylvania. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the lady. 

Mr. Speaker, nothiig in here talks about choices for kids; nothing 
in here talks about m&ng sure that kids learn to read and write; 
nothiig in here talks about that. What this talks about is canceling 
and frustrating existing contracts. How do you tell a teacher that 
has been busting their behimd to care about what happens to kids 
that all of a sudden, because Mr. Hombeck says that he is going to 
close the school, how do you tell a teacher that he or she will be 
out ofwork? How do you tell a principal that he or she will be out 
of work? How do you tell a parent that we did what was in their 
best interest when we know that there is nothing in here that talks 
about helping kids to read and write? 

Mr. Speaker, this SB 494 should go in a file that is only 
available for garbage, go in a file that is only available for that 
which is without substance. This looks good. It looks good on 
paper, it is good form, but it has no substance when it comes to the 
issues facing kids of the city of Philadelphia. 

Mr. Speaker, if after reading SB 494 you find room to object, 
then you must reject concurrence on SB 494. Thank you. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the lady from 
Philadelphia County, Ms. Washington. 

Ms. WASHINGTON. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise for nonconcurrence of SB 494. I would like 

to address the topic of local control. 
We talk about local control in this chamber. I know that the 

other side of the aisle loves to talk about local control. But today, 
where are the advocates of local control? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Philadelphia County, Mr. James. 

Mr. JAMES. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, would I be in order to first make the motion to 

refer this to the Education Committee? 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman would be in order to make such 

a motion. 
Mr. JAMES. I so move, Mr. Speaker. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman, Mr. James, moves that SB 494, 

PN 1913, be recommitted to the Committee on Education. 

On the question, 
Will the House agree to the motion? 

The SPEAKER. On the question, the Chair recognizes the 
gentleman, Mr. James. 

Mr. JAMES. Mr. Speaker, because of the fact that the speed at 
which this bill has come before us and the fact that we voted not 
to postpone it for a week, I thought that the most experts that are 
dealiig with this, if the Education Committee can look at this, they 
would give us a better report and more time so that we can look at 
the 21 pages as the bill exists. So I would encourage that we send 
it to the Education Committee, and maybe they can do it in a day 
or two. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 
The Chair recognizes the majority leader, Mr. Perzel, on the 

question of recommittal. 
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Mr. PERZEL. 1 would like to concur with the minority 

Education chairman that this bill is not about Philadelphia. 1 want 
to remind the members that if this goes back to committee, 
Mr. Speaker, kids who need intermediate units will not be served; 
kids who need auxiliary services to nonpublic schools will not be 
served. Kids who need technology for computers in the Link to 
Learn program will not be served because it will go back to 
committee, Mr. Speaker. Kids who need an affordable higher 
education in our community colleges will not be served because 
this will be going back to the committee, Mr. Speaker. Kids of 
low-income families will not be served, Mr. Speaker, if this bill 
goes back to committee. Kids of school districts that are suffering 
revenue loss due to reduction in assessment valuation will not be 
served, Mr. Speaker, if this goes back to committee. Kids who 
need the poverty supplement will not be served, Mr. Speaker. Kids 
who receive nonpublic transportation will not be served if this bill 
goes back to committee, Mr. Speaker. Kids who receive special 
education funding will not be sewed, Mr. Speaker, if this bill goes 
back to committee. 

Those are a number of the things. That is not all of them, 
Mr. Speaker; there are a number more. Those children will not be 
served when this bill goes back to committee because it will not be 
authorized by the government to have the money spent. 

So I am urging the members not to recommit so that we can 
send all those things on to the Governor for his signature, 
includmg the ESBE (equalized subsidy for basic education) 
formula, Mr. Speaker, and I hope that we do not all see all those 
thimgs again. 

The SPEAKER. On the question of recommittal, the Chair 
recognizes the gentleman, Mr. Cowell. 

Mr. COWELL. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, there is a legitimate argument to be made about 

whether this ought to go back to the Education Committee or not 
for further review and consideration, and 1 support the view that it 
should go back for the reasons that we discussed earlier, but it is 
absolute nonsense to suggest that kids are not going to be served 
if this goes back to the Education Committee for a few days. 

Just a while ago, when it sewed a different purpose, we heard 
from one of the majority leaders that we were breaking records 
about how quickly and how early we had passed or were about to 
pass this budget, and we had done it so early in the season we had 
all this time left. Well, that is exactly the point. We have got a lot 
of time left. This is still April. We have got more than 60 days 
before the end of this fiscal year: The gentleman's suggestion is 
only that we take a few extra days to see if we can do better, and 
his major point is, let us take a few extra days to make sure that we 
know what we are doing and the public knows what we are doing. 

No sewices to kids are in jeopardy. As was stated, we are doing 
this in record time. We should be perhaps happy that we are doing 
it early. We should not necessarily be so proud that we are doing 
it so quickly, without the public and without ourselves having a 
chance to know what this is all about. 

I urge that we support the gentleman's motion that we recommit 
this bill for a short while to the Education Committee. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 
On the question of recommittal, the gentleman, Mr. DeWeese, 

on recommittal. 
Mr. DeWEESE. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
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If we were to recommit this proposal, with the help of the 

Legislative Reference Bureau, we could have an amendment 
drafted to the proposal that would eliminate the Philadelphia 
language. We could study that for a week or two. Apropos, 
apropos of the remarks that Chairman Cowell alluded to, earlier 
this evening we heard from the majority side that with the 
admirable, from some perspectives, celerity with which the budget 
was passed, we would have some time in April and May and June 
to do the people's business. 

The gentleman from Philadelphia, Mr. Perzel, the 
majority leader, enunciated a series of items that he wanted to 
focus upon vis-a-vis our education language, and all of that could 
be done ifwe took 15 or 20 minutes, had the Legislative Reference 
Bureau draft one amendment, accepted that amendment, took out 
the Philadelphia language, studied it, and at a time certain -maybe 
2 weeks, 3 weeks. There is no doubt that the votes are here in the 
chamber tonight that are enthusiastic about passing something for 
our special education, passing something for our local school 
districts, but that could be done, Mr. Speaker, and the motion to 
recommit, the motion to recommit would not literally sunder our 
efforts for this evening. In fact, it could be helpful. 

There is no reason, there is no reason that this chamber has to 
move with the rapidity that it is moving. The major responsibilities 
and the major reason 1 am for recommittal is because the 
preeminent assignment for all of us is to pass a budget. That is 
being taken care of forthwith. So if the budget is being passed, this 
very, very complicated piece of legislation dealing with the 
Philadelphia School District and d e a l i i  with other school dishcts 
as well could be separated, and it can be. We have done it 
hundreds and hundreds and hundreds of times. An amendment 
drafted by the Reference Bureau within the next 10 or 15 or 
20 minutes could separate and allow for all of the worthy 
objectives that the Republican floor leader has enunciated. All of 
those things could be pursued, and most all of us are for them. 
Only one aspect, Mr. Speaker, of this proposal tonight causes us 
great vexation, and that could be taken from the proposal. 

So I would also support the motion to recommit. Thank you. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 

On the question recurring, 
Will the House agree to the motion? 

The following roll call was recorded: 

YEAS90 

E:g: Dennody Lucyk Semmel 
DeWeese Manderino Shaner 

~ , ~ f , t i  Donahlcci McCall Smith, B. 
Bishop Eachus Melio Staback 

George Michlovic Stairs 
Gordner Mundy Steelman 

soyes Gmitza Myers Stetler 
Butkavitz Haluska Olasz Sturla 
Buxton 
Caltagirone 

Hanna Oliver Surra 
Harhai Pesci Thomas 

Cappabianca Horsey Petrarca Tigue 
Cam ltkin Petrone Travaglio EE! James Pistella Trello 

Jarolin Preston Trich 
Cawley Josephs Ramos Van Home 
Cohen, M. Keller Rieger Vitali 
Colafella Kirkland Roberts Walko 
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Colaiuo LaOTotta Robinson Washington 
Corpora Laughlin Roebuck Williams, A. H. 
Cowell Lederer Rooney Williams, C. 
CUT Lescovitz Sainato Wojnamski 
Daley Levdansky Santoni Youngblood 
DeLuca Lloyd 

Adolph 
Allen 
&all 
Armstrong 
Baker 
Bard 
Barley 
Barrar 
Benninghoff 
Birmelin 
Bmwne 
Bunt 
Chadwick 
-~ ~~~~ 

Clark 
Clymer 
Cohen, L. I. 
Cornell 
Corrigan 
COY 
Dallv 
~e'psey 
Dent 
DiGirolamo 
DNce 
Egolf 
Evans 
Fairchild 

Fargo Maher 
Feese Maitland 
Fichter Major 
Fleagle Markosek 
Flick Marsico 
Forcier Masland 
Gannon Mayemik 
aeist McGeehan 
Gigliotti McGill 
Gladeck Mcllhanan 
Godshal! Mcllhinney 
GruPPO McNaughton 
Habay Micouie 
Harhart Miller 
Hmay Nailor 
Hennessey Njckol 
Herman O'Brien 
Hershey Orie 
Hess Penel 
Hutchinson Pippy 
ladlowlec Plans 
Kaiser Readshaw 
Kenney Reber 
Krebs Reinard 
Lawless Rohrer 
Leh Ross 
Lynch Rubley 

Sather 
Saylor 
Schroder 
Schuler 
Serafini 
Seyfert 
Smith, S. H. 
Snyder, D. W. 
Steil 
Stem 
Stevenson 
Strimafter 
Taylor, E. 2. 
Taylor, J. 
True 
Vance 
Veon 
Waugh 
Wilt 
wogan 
Wright, M. N. 
Yewcic 

Ryan, 
Speaker 

NOT VOTING4 

Bebko-Jones Raymond Tangretti Tulli 
Phillips Scrimenti 

Less than the majority having voted in the affirmative, the 
question was determined in the negative and the motion was not 
agreed to. 

On the question recurring, 
Will the House concur in Senate amendments to House 

amendments ? 

The SPEAKER The gentleman, Mr. James, is recognized. For 
what purpose does the gentleman seek recognition ? 

Mr. JAMES. Comments against tbe concurrence, Mr. Speaker. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman is in order and may proceed. 
Mr. JAMES. Mr. Speaker, I rise to oppose SB 494. This bill 

affects Philadelphia, the only first-class city in Pennsylvania, hut 
under this bill, my city would become anything but a first-class 
city. It would probably be an underclass. 

We talk sometimes about bills going through on the metroliner, 
but, Mr. Speaker, forget the metroliner; this bill is going through 
on a bullet train, and it is certainly not a silver bullet. Tell me, how 
many of you have read all of the 21 pages? Do you know what is 
in this bill ? Where did it come 60m, and why does it have to be 
voted on today, with no notice or no review? 

Mr. Speaker, yes, there are problems in the Philadelphia school 
system, but nothing that I do not think that we can address in time 
or nothiig I do not Kink we can address with adequate resources. 
Children are causing problems in classrooms; teachers maybe are 
complainiig; principals cannot or will not do anything to address 
some of those concerns. But those of you who call yourselves 
pro-labor or pro-worker, have you read what is in this bill and 
what it would do to the right to strike? No one l i e s  a strike, but 
sometimes it is the last resort. So if you are pro-labor or if you are 
pro-worker, you should vote "no" on this bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I am just amazed at how fa3 this bill came up. 
Earlier today the House passed this bill dealing with school 
uniforms. The Senate gutted it, put in this hurry-up control board 
provision, and then sent it back to us, and here we are. Why, 
Mr. Speaker, do the advocates of this bill not have the courage to 
hold hearings? Why are they rushing it? 

The House set up a commission to study urban schools, which 
took several months to make its report. I did not agree with some 
of the ideas in the report, but at least if those ideas come up, we 
will have heard of them and have read about them. This bill came 
out of nowhere. 

So, Mr. Speaker, I urge us to let us set up a committee or a 
commission, let us hold hearings, let the sun shine on this hill 
before it becomes the law, and then let us defend it or explain it, 
hut do not vote on this bill which is coming at the speed of light. 

I urge all members of the House to stop this bullet train and 
vote "no" on SB 494. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 
The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Philadelphia County, 

Mr. Cohen. 
Mr. COHEN. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, besides my legislative experience and all of the 

other experiences that relate to my legislative experience, I have 
two other relevant credentials for participating in this debate. 
Fit, my 5-year-old daughter, Amanda Rachel Cohen, will be 

entering the Philadelphia public schools in September, and I, of 
course, like all other anxious parents, am very concerned about the 
quality of the education that she will he receiving there. 

Second, I think I can say without fear of contradiction that I 
have followed David Hornbeck's career longer than anybody else 
who is a member of this House or probably who is a member of 
the Senate. In the 1964-1965 school year, when 1 was a junior at 
Central High School, I enrolled in something called the 
Philadelphia Tutorial Project, which cave tutoring to students who 
needed -it. John Myers -raised his hand. were- you a member, 
Mr. Speaker? Okay. John Myers was also a member of the 
Philadelphia Tutorial Project. The man who organized the 
Philadelphia Tutorial Project was David Hornheck. 
David Hornbeck was then, I believe, a graduate student at the 
University of Pennsylvania, and he organized it from nothing. It 
started out as a vision, it started out as an idea, and gradually it 
became something that really mobilized thousands and thousands 
of high school students to tutor other students in the Philadelphia 
school systems. Now, I have no recollection of ever having met 
David Hornbeck at that time, but 1 was aware of his name as the 
organizer of the Philadelphia Tutorial Project, and I have paid 
close attention to his record ever since. 

But we have on our desks this poster for Arbor Day, and there 
is an anonymous quote here: "The actions of today create the 
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tranquility of tomorrow." It says it was said by "Anonymous," and 
we do not know who "Anonymous" was, but I think it is safe to 
say that "Anonymous" is not David Hornbeck. David Hornbeck 
has always tried to solve problems and not to create tranquility. 
Mobilizing students to tutor other students was an attempt to solve 
problems, working as a Deputy Secretary of Education in the 
Shapp adminisnation was an attempt to solve problems, serving 
12 years as bead of Maryland's educational system was an attempt 
to solve problems, and now as the superintendent of schools in 
Philadelphia, he is attempting to solve problems. 

One of the things he has done is to serve as a fundraiser for the 
Philadelphia schools, and he is the greatest fundraiser the 
Philadelphia schools have ever had. He has raised over $50 million 
in private-sector contributions for the Philadelphia schools, he has 
gotten the Philadelphia City Council to cough up a lot more money 
for the Philadelphia schools, and he has attempted to pressure us 
to contribute more money to the Philadelphia schools. Now, in the 
course of pressuring us to contribute more money to the 
Philadelphia public schools, he has made statements that people 
consider intemperate, but what he has said is that he is going to 
come up with a budget and he is going to dare everybody to 
fmance that budget, and at the beginning, his budget had a 
projected deficit of $180 million, and with help from the 
Philadelphia City Council and private-sector sources, that 
projected deficit has now been cut by more than half. And if we 
pass this legislation, despite ail the rhetoric about the sad state of 
the Philadelphia schools, the only thing the Philadelphia School 
District has to do to avoid the draconian penalties of this 
legislation is to cut its budget by whatever it needs. 

Now, this bill gives Philadelphia an extra $40 million, I am 
told, so the debt which originally started at $180 million and has 
now been cut to roughly $85 or $90 million will now be cut to 
about $50 million. All Philadelphia has to do is cut its budget by 
whatever the actual number is, somewhere in the vicinity of 
$50 million, lay off some teachers, lay off some administrators, 
defer some more maintenance, and then Philadelphia does not 
have to wony about this bill. 

So what this is is an attempt to mandate cuts in the Philadelphia 
School District budget and to stop Mr. Hornbeck and others from 
raising money. He could still raise money. You know, he can still 
say, well, we have now made cuts; we have got a $20-million 
surplus now and give us some money, but he knows that if you do 
that, then it is tougher to get the money than if you have a deficit. 

And his fundraising rhetoric, you know, should just be 
understood for what it was. It is an attempt to get money for the 
Philadelphia School D~strict in order to meet the Philadelphia 
School District's obligations. 

This is the first time I am aware of in 24 years in the legislative 
process where a fundraising appeal or really any public statement 
has led to the k i d  of draconian action that 1s presented in this bill. 
This bill gives the Secretary of Education the power to declare a 
school d~strict distressed. If the Secretary of Education reaches 
several conclusions, it does not say those conclusions have to be 
objectively true; it does not say anybody has to agee with the 
Secretary of Education. This is a very sweeping grant of powers to 
the Secretary of Education. And if you look at this grant of 
powers, it does not end; there is no deadline for when the Secretary 
of Education frees the Philadelphia schools or any other school 
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district that might be added to this if this is enacted into law as a 
model. 

As far as this legislation would indicate, once the Secretary of 
Education makes this determination that the Philadelphia School 
District under the text of this bill or any other school district that 
is subsequently added to this bill, once that determination is made, 
forevermore, forevermore that district loses local control. Now, 
that is a very severe penalty for any district to pay because people 
do not like a school superintendent's fundraising strategy. 

If Philadelphia or any other district that would subsequently be 
amended into this law would forever lose its local control to some 
school district superintendent in his zeal to raise money from the 
Philadelphia government, from private sources, from us, from the 
Federal government, in his zeal to raise money we forever take 
away his power and all subsequent superintendents' power, that is 
a very, very extreme course of action. We take away the power of 
collective-bargaining contracts beyond the date of their expiration. 
That is a very extreme course of action. 

And as I tried to make earlier and was stopped by the Speaker 
from continuing, there is no finding in this bill that a distressed 
state has anything whatever to do with academic performance. If 
this State legislature wanted to say that any school district which 
fails to meet a certain level of academic performance is taken over 
by the Secretary of Education, that would be radically different 
from what this bill proposes. 

This bill has one test of a distressed school district, and that test 
is failing to balance a budget, not failing to educate children. There 
is no test in this bill for failmg to educate children, to take over the 
school district. The only way you take over a school district is if 
a budget is not balanced. And how do you balance a budget to 
meet the text of this bill? You lay school employees off; you cut 
programs. And is that really going to help the Philadelphia School 
District? Are kids going to be better off if the School District of 
Philadelphia says, okay, we have now got a $50-million debt; we 
have got to slash off $55 million or $60 million in programs so we 
are clearly running in a surplus? Is that really going to help the 
School District of Philadelphia's children? Is that really going to 
improve education in the city of Philadelphia? 

Mr. Speaker, the rhetoric we have been given for this bill is 
radically different from the text of this bill. This bill makes very, 
very severe changes. The Philadelphia changes are the most 
radical, the most dangerous, the most threatening to our tradition 
of local control, butthere are numerous other changes throughout 
this bill. 

Getting into the uniform section, none of Mr. Sturla's language 
helping contribute to the payment of uniforms is in it. There is no 
language limiting the power of school districts on uniforms or 
allowing a local opt-out provision. 

Special education. There is some language here, which is 
difficult to understand, about special education is optional, and it 
is bard to know what that actually means because there are some 
Federal mandates there, but I guess it means that any special 
education not directly mandated by the Federal government is 
optional. That section is statewide in effect directly, so we do not 
have to worry there like we do in the Philadelphia language; that 
IS just a precedent for the rest of the State, but it directly affects all 
students in the State, that special education not required by the 
Federal government is optional. 
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Contracts now do not have to be bid if they are under $10,000. 

Under the existing law, contracts do not have to be hid if they are 
under $5,000. 

We have a lot of money that is being spent for schoolchildren 
in this bill, but that money will not be available for any 
schoolchildren until next year in September. There is no money 
whatsoever, contrary to the rhetoric we have heard, that can he 
spent tomorrow or May 1 or June 1 or June 15. All this money is 
for the next school year. Nothing urgent is in this bill. 

The safest come  for the interests of all children in Philadelphia 
and throughout the State is for us to nonconcur. Failure to 
nonconcur will create the possibility of a rogue Secretary of 
Education with vast legal powers, who will he able to run 
roughshod over the Philadelphia School District and whose grant 
of powers for the largest school district in the State, the school 
district with 27 members of the House and 7 members of Senate, 
will easily be able to be used as a precedent for the many hundreds 
of school districts that are only a fraction of a single legislative 
district, that are only the fraction of a single senatorial district. 

The safest course of action, the best course for improving 
education for our children, is to nonconcur in this legislation and 
take other more logical, more rational, more meaningful actions to 
help the kids in Philadelphia and throughout the State. I urge a 
vote for nonconcurrence. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 
For the information of the members, the following people 

appear on my list: Manderino, Sturla, Belfanti, Horsey, 
A. Williams, Myers, Rooney, Carone, Taylor, Roebuck, Corpora, 
and the leaders. 

I am going t+ We have imposed, we have imposed no ~ l e  
on the brevity of the remarks. I am going to ask, however, that the 
members think about reducing the remarks because I notice the 
repetition of them, and I am going to ask that the clerk put the 
clock on, which backs down from 5 minutes. You are not- 

Mr. DeWEESE. Mr. Speaker? 
The SPEAKER. May I finish, and then you can be critical. 
Mr. DeWEESE. Of course; of course. 
The SPEAKER. Thank you. 
I am going to put it on at 5 minutes and it will back down to 

zero. You are not bound by it. It is simply an indication of the 
amount of time that is being taken. 

Mr. DeWeese. 
Mr. DeWEESE. As a parliamentary- 
The SPEAKER. Gimmick. 
Mr. DeWEESE. -gimmick. Thank you. 
The SPEAKER. It is not bad, is i t? 
Mr. DeWEESE. It is apropos. 
The SPEAKER. Thank you. 
Mr. DeWEESE. But it countervails against our modus vivendi. 
We have not been allowed, Mr. Speaker, to postpone; we have 

not been allowed to recommit. We are getting ready to allow, as 
the Honorable Cohen said, a potential rogue Secretary of 
Education- 

The SPEAKER. Mr. DeWeese, do you object? 
Mr. DeWEESE. I do indeed object that a clock- 
The SPEAKER. The clerk will not do what I suggested. The 

people can talk on and on and on and on, and when you get 
nervous and tired and wiggling around, look to Mr. DeWeese for 
relief. 
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With that, the Chair recognizes the lady, Ms. Manderino. 
Thank you, Mr. DeWeese. 
Ms. MANDERINO. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
And though I did not plan to speak for a long time, I would 

have ignored the clock just like the little story 1 am going to tell 
you about my alarm clock that I very regularly ignore, and 
anybody who knows me will tell you that for me to get u p  I can 
be on the floor of the House until 2 and 3 and 4 o'clock in the 
morning. I am a night person; it is not going to bother me. But for 
me to get up early in the morning is really a feat. To get out of my 
house and to a meeting before 9 a.m. takes a lot of 
accomplishment, and 1 have a whole system. It does not take a 
5-minute clock. I have two alarm clocks, a light on a timer, you 
know, shutters that open and close to try to get me up and get me 
moving. 

And 1 tell you that because yesterday moming at 6:30 in the 
morning, when I normally would still he in bed listening to that 
second and third alarm clock try to drowse me from my sleep, 1 
was in my car in Philadelphia driving down to the Board of 
Education for an early morning meeting on an issue of public 
education that means very much to me, on a task force on special 
admission schools in the School District of Philadelphia that means 
a lot to me, an issue that I have been working on for 2 years, 
that this month alone so far on April 2 1 I have probably dedicated 
30 hours to just that issue, and I know we have another 10 hours' 
worth of meetings before us before we hit April 30. 

And if I thought for a minute that this bill would do for the kids 
and their education in Philadelphia what I thought the work that I 
am b$ng to accomplish on that task force would do, I would vote 
for it in a minute, because I get up at 6:30 in the morning because 
it is all about the kids in the School Dishict of Philadelphia. But I 
am asking for a "no" on concurrence on this vote because this will 
not do one iota of a positive difference for the kids in the schools 
in my school district. 

If this was all about preempting the superintendent and his 
threat of closing the school district and there was nothing more to 
it, we could accomplish that with seven lines that are in this bill. 
Page 3 of the bill, l i e s  10 through 16 -you pass an unbalanced 
budget; you go into distress status; end of story; the law operates 
the way it is. But this obviously is not just about that threat 
because we did not stop there. 

If this was really about kids, if we were about kids in the 
Pennsylvania House of Representatives or we were about the 
education of urban schoolchildren, maybe we would have thought 
a little bit longer when we voted 4 hours ago on a budget that 
stripped such important House initiatives such as reduction in class 
size and Head Start expansion out of the budget, two items that we 
absolutely know will help urban schoolchildren learn better, but 
we are not about that and we did not do that in the budget, and this 
bill will not do it. 

Do we have a crisis in education in Philadelphia? Yes, we do 
to the extent that we have a crisis in urban education in 
Philadelphia, in Pemsylvania, in the United States of America; 
yes, we have that crisis. But do we have success? We have that, 
too, and that is an important part of the equation. 

Now, one of the speakers refened to the fact that the list on 
school accomplishment and school percentile rankings on the 
statewide exams were very poor for Philadelphia, and I am not 
going to disagree, but in the midst of that poor performance, there 



1998 LEGISLATIVE JOURNAL - HOUSE 909 
were gems; there were our two magnet academic high schools that I THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 

I 
- -- 

performed number one and two across the State. And I would 
submit to any of you with smaller urban school districts like mine 

(J. SCOT CHADWICK) PRESIDING 

that if you took all of your most academically challenged students, 
put them in their own school, let them compete and come in 
number one and two in the State, that the pei-fonnance of your 
neighborhood high schools would suffer. Now, that does not mean 
you let those neighborhood high schools go. I am just telling You, 
make sure you are comparing apples to apples. 

But what is happening in our neighborhood high schools ? Well, 
one of my neighborhood high schools was ranked in that bottom 
fifth percentile, too, but yet at the same time 1 have two high 
school seniors this year who scored 1400-plus on their SATs 
(scholastic aptitude testing) and are going to Princeton on the early 
admission program that they got in back in December, and I say 
congratulations to you and congratulations to all of the children of 
the School Distnct of Philadelphia who are performing like You. 

And if we want that k i d  of performance, then we ought to be 
about doing things that are right for educating schooichildren, and 
this bill does not deal with the schoolchildren. It may deal with the 
teachers. We may want to beat up on the teachers; maybe they are 
the bad guys in all this, but the reality of it is, the teachers are the 
ones on the front line teaching our kids. When we take resources 
out of the teaching staff, we are taking resources away from our 
kids. 

Somebody in my caucus said, is it not horrible that in 
Philadelphia you have to have thimgs like metal detectors ? It 
absolutely is homble that we have to have things like metal 
detectors in schools in Philadelphia, and it is even more horrible 
that we have to dedicate almost $20 million of our budget for that, 
but you know what? That is a $20-million expense that YOU do not 
have to keep your kids safe in your schools that I have to keep my 
kids safe in my schools, hut safety in my schools is just as 
important to my parents for their children as it is to yours, and do 
not send somebody from the State down to tell me not to spend 
$20 million on metal detectors, because if that is what 1 need to 
provide a safe haven for my children to learn, that is what is going 
to be in the budget. That is reality in urban Pennsylvania; that is 
reality in urban Philadelphia, and that is the reality that we should 
face when we deal with the School District of Philadelphia's 
budget. 

So why are we doing this bill? Why are we doing so much 
more than just the seven lines that are needed to turn the school 
district into a distressed district on the passing of the budget? Is it 
about some g m d  social experiment? Are we going to take the 
School District of Philadelphia and try a charter school here, try a 
charter school there, suspend a few teachers, close a school down 
here? Do you think the kids in my district are going to learn better 
because of that? I do not thmk so. 

I think we ought to do what 1s good for the School District of 
Philadelphia, I think we ought to do what is good for the 
schoolch~ldren of Philadelphia, and I do not think we ought to do 
SB 494. 

Please vote "no" on concurrence. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman, Mr. Sturla, on 
concurrence. 

Mr. STURLA. Thank you, ~ r .  Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, earlier tonight it was said by the majority leader 

that this bill is a response to the irresponsible comments by the 
Philadelphia superintendent that if he did not get $85 million from 
the State, he was going to shut down the Philadelphia School 
District. Well, I must agree with the majority leader that it was 
wrong for the superintendent to make those comments, but I will 
also say that it is equally wrong to respond in this manner. 

If anybody watched the NCAA (National Collegiate Athletic 
Association) tournament, there were those commercials that talked 
about squashing it. You know, they said when somebody comes up 
and tries to pick a fight with you, just walk away. And so what do 
we do? We throw a punch back. 

This is not about kids. This is about who is the biggest bully. 
YOU are going to claim you are going to shut down the school 
district? Well, we will show you; we are going to claim we will 
shut you down. That bas nothing to do with improving the schools 
of Philadelphia. So as a result of that, here we go again claiming 
that we have a crisis in Philadelphia that can only he solved if we 
swing punches at each other. 

NOW, the majority leader, over the past several years, has spent 
hundreds of thousands of dollars trying to defeat me, saying that 
I was actually trying to help Philadelphia school districts. I had 
campaign brochures all over my district saying that I was out there 
trying to help Philadelphia, and there are times I have voted with 
Philadelphia because I thought they had a crisis. This is not a 
crisis, and if it is a crisis, as some people have claimed, and that 
this is the way we solve it, then I am really upset, because I have 
got the same crisis in my district. All those kids that are dropping 
out and not learning in the majority leader's district, I have got 
some of them in my district that suffer those same consequences, 
but there is nothing in this bill for them. So once again we have got 
that crisis in Philadelphia and we are going to go bail them out and 
to heck with the rest of the State. 

If you want to do something for Philadelphia, let us start 
treating them like the rest of the State. There are 501 school 
districts in this State. Five hundred ofthose school districts elect 
their school boards; 500 of the school districts in the State of 
Pennsylvania who elect their school boards give those school 
boards authority to tax for those schools. There is only one school 
district in the State of Pennsylvania that does not elect its school 
board members; it is Philadelphia. And as a result of that, those 
school board members do not have any taxing authority, and as a 
result of that, when you look at the amount of money that is 
contributed locally for schools in Philadelphia, they rank near dead 
last of all the 501 school districts, and it is because when they 
come to figuring out what to do with the taxes that you collect 
when the school district does not have any control over it and you 
have to decide whether you are going to pick up garbage, which 
affects 100 percent of the people in the city, or whether you are 
going to fund kids, which affects 20 percent of the people in the 
city, you pick up garbage instead. Well, 1 have got some proposals 
that will help Philadelphia. Let us start electing the school board. 
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How about if we look at Representative K e ~ e y ' s  proposal to 

break it into 22 school districts? How about if we look at the 
myriad of other issues that have been proposed to help 
Philadelphia and take a real look at that? I am willing to sit down 
and look at that. 

I sewed on the Urban Education Commission and spent months 
and hours and days and weeks trying to figure out bow to solve 
some of these problems, and what do we do? We have something 
shoved under our nose, with a couple hours of notice, that had 
nothing to do with anyth'mg that anyone ever discussed on that 
Urban Education Commission, and said here, why do you not vote 
for this; this is going to solve the problem for Pbiladelphia. Well, 
it is not. 

If that were the only thing in this bill that were wrong, that 
would be one thing, but it is not the only thing that is wrong either. 

Earlier today we looked at funding uniforms for kids, and we 
looked at funding those uniforms for poor kids for one reason, not 
because the kids that are already coming to school in $100 outf~ts 
could not afford a uniform. We put funding there for one reason - 
it is for the kids that come to school that are clothed out of the 
local clothimg bank, whose parents do not spend one dime on 
clothiig for their kids because they do not have one d i e .  And 
now we are going to say to them, oh, go ahead, say you need a 
uniform and figure out where you come up with the 50 or 80 or 
100 bucks for the uniform. And I have had some members say to 
me, well, why do you not fund that locally? Well, I would, except 
that 50 percent of the kids in my district would qualify for that, 
and I go to my neighboring dishict and 2 percent of the kids 
qualify for that. All I am looking for is a little bit of equity in the 
funding formula. 

There is also the removal of instructional support teams in this 
legislation. You do not need to do them anymore. As somebody 
who has had personal experience with instructional support teams, 
I cannot imagine trying to put together a program for a special 
education student without an instructional support team. 

And as long as we are talking about special e 4  let us talk about 
what the problem is with special ed in Pennsylvania. The biggest 
problem with special education in Pennsylvania is the funding 
formula. Many years ago we decided that because, statewide, 
1 percent of the kids fell into the severe category and 15 percent 
fell into the mild category, that we would just blanket the State and 
say 1 percent qualify for severe and 15 percent qualify for mild 
and it does not matter how many you actually have in your district 
because overall, statewide, that is what we are going to fund. And 
from a statewide perspective that may make sense but not from an 
individual school district perspective. There are school districts in 
this State that get funded more than 100 percent of their costs and 
there are other school districts that get funded less than 35 percent 
of their costs for special education. 

So what do we do when we finally have some more money? A 
couple of years g o ,  you know, we actually finally did something 
right when Governor Ridge put $17 million into the special 
education package and said it is going to go to those districts that 
have numbers higher than 15 percent and higher than 1 percent, 
and that made some sense because we were finally going to get 
some equity. So we get another $22 million this year and what do 
we do with it? We send it back out to all the school districts that 
are already getting fully funded, and again to the school districts 
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that are on the bottom end of that thing, we say, well, go home and 
worry about it sometime later. 

There are a lot of things wrong with this piece of legislation that 
we can change, and I would hope that we would nonconcur so we 
could make those changes. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair recognizes the 

majority leader. 
Mr. PERZEL. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Since a number of the things that were said were aimed at me 

in particular, I wanted to mention this one, you how,  how the city 
of Philadelphia is treated a little bit differently, and I thought the 
members would enjoy this. 

In all of your school districts, with the exception of one, that 
means 500 school districts, if a child misses 10 days, they are not 
counted in the calculation for getting their ESBE formula, but 
because Philadelphia is treated a little bit differently, it has to be 
a little more liberal, so we allow a child to be missing 100 days 
and they are still counted in. So when you talk about an exception, 
that is an exception that should not be allowed, and because of 
things like that, Mr. Speaker, the average number of kids missing 
in Philadelphia every day is around 30,000 kids. 

Now, I am sure that Mr. Hornbeck, the superintendent, is an 
honorable man, but the superintendent is holding Philadelphia 
children hostage because he has failed to do his job. He is walking 
away from the children and the parents of the people that send 
their kids to the public schools. The superintendent has made 
children, little kids, who need to learn, teenagers who are looking 
to go to college or to work, hostages, because he is constantly 
telling people, not once, but many times, that be is going to close 
the schools unless he gets $85 million, Mr. Speaker. 

Now, I hate to put binders on, but I want to talk just a moment 
about the funding. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the gentleman suspend for 
one moment. 

POINT OF ORDER 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. For what purpose does the 
gentleman, Mr. Pistella, rise? 

Mr. PISTELLA. Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
The SPEAKERpro tempore. The gentleman will state the point. 
Mr. PISTELLA. Mr. Speaker, I understand in the past that the 

Speakers have oftentimes granted great leeway to the respective 
leaders when it has come time to debate legislation. 

I was under the impression, and perhaps I am incorrect, 
but the idea was to vote on concurrence in the amendments that 
have been inserted by the Senate. I would respectfully request the 
majority leader to direct my attention to the portion of SB 494 to 
whlch he is making reference that has been m fact added by the 
Senate which deals with the issue of attendance in the Philadelphia 
schools 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman is correct when he 
states that the leaders are given more latitude, and it is the Chair's 
oplnlon that thus far the gentleman has lim~ted his remarks to a 
response to the remarks of the gentleman from Lancaster. 1 will 
listen carefully to the balance of his remarks, and if I find that he 
goes astray, I will stop hi, but thus far I believe the gentleman to 
be in order. 
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Mr. PISTELLA. Am I to understand, Mr. Speaker, then that we 

are now responding to the comments that have been made by other 
speakers as opposed to the content as what has been added by the 
Senate ? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman, Mr. Perzel, is 
doing so because the leaders have add~tional latitude. 

Mr. PISTELLA. Thank you. 
I was trying to establish that fact, Mr. Speaker. I wanted to 

make sure that I stood on a par with the rest of the members as to 
the level of debate that we were af and I appreciate your clearing 
that up for me. Thank you. 

The SPEAKERpro tempore. The Speaker has made it clear that 
he would like the members to limit their remarks to concurrence, 
and I intend to follow that precedent with the exception of the 
leaders, who do have additional latitude. Thank you. 

Mr. Perzel. 
Mr. PERZEL. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
I want to call the membership's attention to page 39 in SB 494, 

which talks about the average daily membership. So I think it is 
only fair when I bring up the fact that in Philadelphia they are 
allowed to miss 100 days, Mr. Speaker. Oh, and based on that, 
they owe the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania back tens of 
millions of dollars for children who do not go to school day in and 
day out. At the Audenried School in Philadelphia, the average 
daily absentee rate is 44 percent, Mr. Speaker. So tbat means they 
already have smaller class size because nobody is makimg the kids 
go to school. So that means the average class size is about 18. That 
is in the ESBE formula also, Mr. Speaker. 

Now, I want to get back on talking about the actual ESBE 
formula. In SB 494 there is 40,397,269 additional dollars for the 
School District of Philadelphia. That is in the formula, just so you 
all understand 1 am talking about the ESBE formula. Philadelphia 
- and these are numbers that come from a Senator from 
South Philadelphia when I sat and listened to the Senate debate - 
Philadelpbia gets $1.5 billion from the Commonwealth in that 
formula -just so you know I am on the issue - in that formula, and 
based on that and based on the numbers that I was given by the 
good Senator from South Philadelphia, the kids they spend 
$930 million on and the administration they spend $570 million 
on. 

So let me go back to the $40 million extra, which is in the 
booklet, so if you want to look it up, it is in there. In the booklet 
tbat means Philadelpbia will get roughly $40 million - 
approximately $15 million for overhead and less than $25 million 
for the k~ds. Now, I think that is unconscionable. I think more 
money ought to be spent on the kids; that is what I think. 

Now, I am sorry; I am sony I do not conform to looking at the 
bill exactly the way you want to look at the bill, but when your 
overhead, according to the Senator from South Philadelphia, is 
$570 million, the kids are not being served by a number like that, 
Mr. Speaker, and that is the point of what we are trying to do. And 
we are trying to stop that man from closing those schools and 
putting those kids out on the street based on more than one threat 
- threats to me, the administration, to the newspapers, to city 
council, to everybody that will listen to hi - and that is what we 
are trying to stop, and that is why I am asking for concurrence of 
SB 494. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair recognizes the 
gentleman, Mr. Belfanti, on concurrence. 
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Mr. BELFANTI. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
I planned on makimg a few brief remarks in 'opposition to the 

concurrence ofthis Senate bill, but based on the majority leader's 
comments, I would like to take this oppomnity to request the 
interrogation of the minority chairman of the House Education 
Committee, Mr. Cowell, because I believe some statements that 
were just made are out of sync with my understanding of today's 
present ESBE formula, and I just want to find out whether or not 
I am under the wrong impression for the past 3 or 4 years as to 
how that formula, whether it is or is not based on school 
attendance and numbers. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman, Mr. Cowell, 
indicates that he is willing to stand for interrogation. The 
gentleman, Mr. Belfanti, is reminded that he is limited to the 
question before the House, which is concurrence. 

Mr. BELFANTI. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
I just have one question for the gentleman, Mr. Cowell, and it 

directly relates to a statement of fact that the House majority leader 
just made a few moments ago. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman, Mr. Belfanti, is 
aware that the gentleman from Philadelphia has additional 
latitudes. 

Mr. BELFANTI. I understand that, but the term was used that 
$570 million goes to overhead, et cetera, and that our ESBE 
formula, that $3.5 billion that we allocate, is based somehow on 
the number of students. I just want to c o n h  whether or not that 
is in fact the case, and then I will conclude my interrogation and 
move on to the remarks that I intended to make. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. One question. 
Mr. BELFANTI. One question. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman is in order. 
Mr. COWELL. Mr. Speaker, if I understood the question, it is 

whether we use a formula any longer that drives additional money 
for basic subsidy out to school districts based on enrollment, and 
the answer is, effectively, no. We have not done that for several 
years. We effectively abandoned the ESBE formula several years 
ago. 

There are pieces of this bill that have to do with numbers of 
kids, special education in part gets distributed that way, but in fact 
the Philadelphia School District, as I understand it, probably has 
had an increase of 20,000 kids in recent years, a dramatic increase 
in its enrollment, and there has been very little consideration of 
that dramatic increase in enrollment for the Philadelphia District 
or for any other district. We have had a growth supplement, which 
has given districts in those conditions a couple hundred dollars per 
kid but no proportionate increase in any way for increased 
numbers. 

And so, in my opinion, much ofthe argument around a school 
district, be it Philadelphia or any district, getting more money or 
getting less money from the State based on its enrollment is largely 
an erroneous argument. It does not have a whole lot to do with the 
way we distribute most of ourbasic ed subsidy moneys these days. 

Mr. BELFANTI. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
I guess I am under the correct impression as to how the school 

districts are funded in this State. 
I am concluded with my interrogation and would like to be 

recognized for comments on the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. You are in order. 
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Mr. BELFANTI. Thank vou. Mr. Sneaker. 1 "OTHER AGREEMENTS REGARDING ANY OF THE - ~ - . . 
Mr. Speaker, a number of people have argued that it was the 

superintendent's remarks that have spurred this draconian measure 
which may or may not only affect the students of the Philadelphia 
School District as well as all the employees. 

I, for one, fmd it hard to believe that based on a few comments 
made, a 56-page, double-spaced, small-print, 30-line-per-page 
document could be drafted virtually overnight and adopted, 
amended into a House bill, into a Senate, and find its way hack 
here reprinted in just a few hours. I mean, that is just simply 
amazing to me. 

I am not sure that the superintendent's comments provided 
anything other than an excuse for this measure, which I believe 
was drafted many, many months ago and someone was sitting on 
it waiting for the opportune time to foist it upon us. In fact, many 
of the measures contained in this bill were part of the bill that we 
defeated, although the board was struck, the voucher bill, the 
voucher charter school omnibus bill that the Ridge administration 
attempted to have us adopt some 2 years ago. Many of those same 
provisions -giving the Secretary of Education unilateral powers 
to break contracts, to refuse to bargain in good faith - are 
contained in this document. 

Mr. Speaker, there- are provisions in this document that preclude 
the teachers unions in Philadelphia h m  going on strike even if the 
Secretary or some other board of his appointees decide to fire or 
suspend 60 percent of the employees of the Philadelphia School 
District and replace them with for-profit employees through a 
corporation that might emanate from Virginia or South Carolina. 
Mr. Speaker, I believe that that language guarantees a strike in the 
Philadelphia School District. I believe that they will not have a 
choice, but if this bill fmds its way to the Governor's desk and is 
signed into law, I predict that the teachers and school employees 
belonging to PFT (Philadelphia Federation of Teachers) will have 
little option but to strike. 

I, for one, Mr. Speaker, cringe at the thought of a smke. I was 
the prime sponsor and subsequently the co-prime sponsor, once we 
went into the minority, to eliminate all teacher strikes in exchange 
for last-best-offer binding arbitration. That measure passed this 
House unanimously on two occasions but never saw any action in 
the Senate. 

I just want to go over just a few sentences of this 60-page bill 
that I believe are going to require, that are going to force, the 
employees of that school district to walk out and to create real 
havoc in a situation that absolutely needs correction without this 
mirage of new legislation. 

It says, "WHETHER OR NOT A DECLARATION OF 
DISTRESS HAS BEEN MADE UNDER SECTION 691(C), A 
COLLECTIVE BARGAINING AGREEMENT IN EFFECT ON 
THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS SECTION SHALL NOT BE 
EXTENDED AND SHALL HAVE NO FORCE OR EFFECT 
BEYOND THE EXISTING TERM OF THE CONTRACT 
NOTWITHSTANDING ... OTHER LAW TO THE CONTRARY." 
Now, that is only six l i e s ,  as I said, a 60-page, 30-line-per-page 
section. 

"NO DISTRESSED SCHOOL DISTRICT OF THE FIRST 
CLASS SHALL BE REQUIRED TO ENGAGE IN 
COLLECTIVE BARGAINING NEGOTIATIONS OR ENTER 
INTO MEMORANDA OF UNDERSTANDING, OR" any 

FOLLOWING ISSUES:" And then it lists: 
"CONTRACTS WITH THIRD PARTIES FOR ... GOODS .... 
"DECISIONS RELATED TO REDUCTIONS IN FORCE. 
"STAFFING PATTERNS AND ASSIGNMENTS, CLASS 

SCHEDULES, ACADEMIC CALENDAR, PLACES OF 
INSTRUCTION, PUPIL ASSESSMENT AND TEACHER 
PREPARATION TIME. 

"THE USE, CONTINUATION OR EXPANSION OF 
PROGRAMS .... 

"THE APPROVAL OR DESIGNATION OF A SCHOOL AS 
A CHARTER OR MAGNET SCHOOL. 

"THE USE OF TECHNOLOGY TO PROVIDE 
INSTRUCTIONAL OR OTHER SERVICES." 

All of these things will be taken away from the local authorities 
and given to some bureaucrat sitting up here in Harrisburg, and in 
effect there will be no ability to collectively bargain following the 
termination of the contract we are presently in. 

But then that is not bad enough. It says, "IF, UPON THE 
TERMINATION OF A COLLECTIVE BARGANING 
AGREEMENT IN EFFECT ON THE DATE OF THE 
DECLARATION OF DISTRESS UNDER THIS SECTION, A 
NEW COLLECTIVE BARGAINING AGREEMENT HAS NOT 
BEEN RATIFIED." then "THE SECRETARY OF EDUCATION 
SHALL ESTABLISH A PERSONNEL SALARY SCHEDULE 
TO BE USED UNTIL A NEW AGREEMENT IS RATIFIED." 
But on the page before, it already states that once the old contract 
expires, the Secretary nor his designees are under no obligation to 
even collectively bargain again. 

I could go on and on. I am not going to bore the chamber, but 
there are some very, very onerous and complicated issues in here 
that only deal with the one facet that I am speaking about, and that 
is collective bargaining. There are 15 other facets in this bill that 
deal with the pupils, that deal with the length of the schoolday, that 
deal with the length of the school year, that deal with the type of 
instructional material that shall be provided, that deal with whether 
local control will ever be imposed, that deal with the right of the 
Secretary to hire an out-of-State, for-profit entity to manage one 
or more of the schools in Philadelphia. 

Mr. Speaker, if you think that $570 million of overhead, which 
is now going to pay staffing and administration and the nonpupil 
instructional portion of the Philadelphia budget, is a high figure, 
wait until some for-profit organization looks at that $570 million 
and thinks that 20 percent of that ought to go in their pockets; 
20,30 percent of that ought to go in their pockets, in their pockets 
for profit, in their bank accounts. The students are not going to get 
that money. It is going to go in the pockets of some fat cat that 
cracks the right deal. 

Mr. Speaker, for those and many, many, many other reasons, I 
believe the House should nonconcur in SB 494. 

MOTION TO SUSPEND RULES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Philadelphia County, Mr. Horsey, on concurrence. 

Mr. HORSEY. Mr. Speaker, 1 move for a suspension of the 
rules, Mr. Speaker, for the purpose of introducing amendments 
2156 and2155. 
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman, Mr. Horsey, 

moves that the rules of the House be suspended so that he may 
offer amendments A2155 and A2156. 

On the question, 
Will the House agree to the motion ? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. This is debatable only by the 
leaders. 

Does the gentleman, Mr. DeWeese-- The Chair thanks the 
gentleman. 

The gentleman. Mr. Horsev. is recomized on his motion. 
Mr. H o R s E Y . ' T ~ ~ ~ ~  y o u l ~ r .  speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, part of the problem -and I am going to agree with 

the majority leader - part of the problem in the Philadelphia 
schools is too much. garbage on the top end - too many 
administrators, too many admimistrators making too much money, 
Mr. Speaker. 

But if this bill here today, SB 494, passes and we have to begin 
to slash and rearrange things and cut things and move things 
around, the f i s t  ones to go, Mr. Speaker, are those $500-million 
babies, the ones on the top end, the ones who are the 
administrators, and the ones who are not in the classroom. Those 
are the ones who need to go fmt. So my amendment, my fmt 
amendment, says that if we have to make these cuts, that the 
administrators get it fmt, Mr. Speaker. 

The second amendment, Mr. Speaker, says - and it is okay for 
both amendments, right, Mr. Speaker? - the second amendment 
says that if we are going to introduce these amendments, 
Mr. Speaker, or this bill and there is going to he savings, and I do 
not care whether it is firing people or laying them off or whatever, 
that the savings l7om those cuts should go in reducing class size. 
There must be something in this, Mr. Speaker, for the children in 
Philadelphia, and I believe personally that smaller class size will 
mean better test scores, will mean that kids learn more. 

Most of the discussion I hear, Mr. Speaker, no one is talking 
about the children; no one; very few people. Everyone is talking 
about, oh, there is going- The last gentleman talked about how 
it is going to be a strike, and to me, Mr. Speaker, that again is 
comparable to what Mr. Hombeck did when he said, if you do not 
give me the money- 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the gentleman suspend. 
Under the rules the gentleman is entitled to give a brief 

description of the two amendments and then argue on why we 
should suspend the rules. The gentleman should not argue the 
merits of the amendments. 

The gentleman is recognized to continue. 
Mr. HORSEY. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, I am going to cut off my discussion and ask that 

only members in their seats vote. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair recogizes the 

gentleman, Mr. Snyder, on the motion. 
Mr. SNYDER. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, looking at the amendments, one deals with class 

size and the other one deals with restricting personnel cuts. 
This bill, Mr. Speaker, has gone through the Senate. This bill, 

as we have mentioned in some of the previous discussions, 
contains not only the issue about Philadelphia but deals with issues 
of our school subsidy formula; it deals with special education; it 

deals with our intermediate units. Therefore, Mr. Speaker, to open 
up this bill at this time to a suspension of the rules would 
purposely delay implementation of this very important budget 
document, and I would ask our members to oppose suspension for 
the purpose of these two amendments. 

On the question recurring, 
Will the House agree to the motion? 

The following roll call was recorded: 

Battisto 
Belardi 
Belfanti 
Bishop 
Blaum 
Butkovitz 
B u m n  
Caltagirone 
Cappabianca 
Cam 
Casorio 
Cawley 
Cohen, M. 
Colafella 
Colaiuo 
Corpora 
Corrigan 
Cowell 
COY 
curry 
Daley 
DeLuca 
Dermody 

Adolph 
Allen 
Argall 
Amstrong 
Baker 
Bard 
Barley 
Barrar 
Benninghoff 
Birmelin 
Boyes 
Bmwne 
Bunt 
Carone 
Chadwick 
Civera 
Clark 
Clymer 
Cohen, 1. I. 
Cornell 
Dally 
Dempsey 
Dent 

DeWeese 
Donatucci 
Eachus 
George 
Gordner 
Gruitza 
Haluska 
Hanna 
Harhai 
Horsey 
Itkin 
James 
Jarolin 
Josephs 
Kaiser 
Keller 
Kirkland 
LaGrotta 
Laughlin 
Lederer 
Lescovitz 
Levdansky 
Lloyd 

Fairchild 
Fargo 
Feese 
Fichter 
Fleagle 
Flick 
Foxier 
Gannon 
Geist 
Gigliotti 
Gladeck 
Godshall 
GNPPO 
Habay 
HarhaR 
Hasay 
Hennessey 
Herman 
Henhey 
Hess 
Hutchinson 
Jadlowiec 
Kennev 

Lucyk 
Manderino 
Markosek 
Mayemik 
McCall 
McGeehan 
Melio 
Michlovic 
Mundy 
Myers 
Olasz 
Oliver 
Pesci 
Pefrarca 
Petrone 
Pistella 
Preston 
Ramos 
Readshaw 
Rieger 
Roberts 
Robinson 
Roebuck 

Maher 
Maitland 
Major 
Mmico 
Masland 
McGill 
Mcllhattan 
Mcllhinney 
McNaughton 
Micouie 
Miller 
Nailor 
Nickol 
O'Brien 
Orie 
Penel 
P~PPY 
Platts 
Reber 
Reinard 
Rohrer 
Ross 
Rublev 

Rooney 
Sainato 
Santoni 
Shaner 
Staback 
Steelman 
Stetler 
Sturla 
S u m  
Thomas 
Tigue 
Travaglio 
Trello 
Trich 
Van Home 
Veon 
Vitali 
Walk0 
Williams, A. H 
Williams, C. 
Wojnamski 
Youngblood 

Schuler 
Semmel 
Serafini 
Seyfert 
Smith, B. 
Smith S. H. 
Snyder, D. W. 
Stairs 
Steil 
Stem 
Stevenson 
Strimauer 
Tavlor. E. Z. . . 
Taylor, J. 
True 
v a n e  
Waugh 
Wilt 
wogan 
Wright, M. N. 
Yewcic 
Zimmerman 
Zue 

DiGirolamo Krebs sathe; 
Dmce Lawless Saylor Ryan, 
Ezolf Leh Schroder Speaker 
Evans Lynch 

NOT VOTING-:! 

Bascola Washington 
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EXCUSED-6 I they raise the issue all the time, Mr. Speaker, and that issue is, 

Bebko-Jones Raymond Tangretti Tulli 
Phi l l in~ <&ma.,+; I Mr. David Hornbeck says, I am going to bold the kids hostage; 

unless I get $100 million, they can all bit the streets. - --..r- - -. .. . .-. . .. 

Less than a majority of the members required by the rules 
having voted the affumative, the question was determined the 
negative and the motion was not agreed to. 

On the question recumng, 
Will the House concur in Senate amendments to House 

amendments ? 

The SPEAKERpro tempore. Does the gentleman, Mr. Horsey, 
seek further recognition on concurrence? On concurrence, the 
gentleman is recognized. 

Mr. HORSEY. Mr. Speaker, I am reluctantly voting against this 
Senate bill, Mr. Speaker, and I will tell you why I am reluctantly 
voting against this bill, but f i s t  I need to tell you, Mr. Speaker, 
why this is not, this is not bad legislation, Mr. Speaker. 

You m o t  tell me in traffic c o a  where there is $300 million, 
that you cannot afford $100 million for kids. You cannot tell me 
that a city t ~ s t ,  which does not invest in Philadelphia and spends 
hundreds of millions of dollars out of Philadelphia, Mr. Speaker, 
you cannot find $100 million for kids. You cannot tell me that you 
are going to propose $100 million to the State body right here, 
Mr. Speaker, right here, for a new stadium but you cannot fmd 
$100 million for kids in Philadelphia. You cannot tell me -just 
last week, Mr. Speaker - that you proposed a $250-million music 
center but you cannot find $100 million for kids, Mr. Speaker; you 
cannot do that, DO not tell me- DO not throw a bucket of water 
on me, w. speaker, and tell me - you know how the saying goes 
- that it is raining. Okay? It is not going to wash, w. Speaker. 
There is money availabie and people in Philadelphia only have to 
show a willingness to deal with the issue of education. 

Now, Mr. Hornbeck, who is the superintendent of schools, he 
makes the statement that unless probably the most powerful arm 
in the State of Pennsylvania gives h i  $100 million, he is going to 
close the schools down. That is comparable to the captain on the 
l-itanic ifpeople do not lime up ~baight, he is going to 
shooting them. It will not wash, MI. Speaker; it will not wash. you 
have got to show a willingness in Philadelphia to d& the right 
thing. 

NOW, ~ r .  Speaker, I am going to tell you why I am not voting 
on the bill, Mr. Speaker. I am going to vote "no" on the bill for one 
simple reason, Mr. Speaker, because it puts liability on teachers. 
They are not, they are not the fault for this problem in 
Philadelphia. Teachers or principals, Mr. Speaker, it is not their 
problem. 

There is a general willingness, once again, by Philadelphia, 
whether it is city council or whether it is the board of education, to 
do the right thing, and the right thing is cut out all that fat that 
we call administrators and put it down into the classrooms, 
Mr. Speaker, and they are not showing a willingness to do that, 
Mr. Speaker. 

And it is curious, Mr. Speaker, and I am going to raise a 
point that I have not heard anyone tonight raise, but just for 
the record, Mr. Speaker, in the community that I come from, 

Well, it is curious, Mr. Speaker, because David Hornbeck 
looks one way and the kids in the district look another way. 
What am 1 talking about, Mr. Speaker? I am talking about the 
black-and-white issue. If these kids were white, Mr. Speaker, I am 
standing here telling you Mr. David Hornbeck would have never 
made that statement. There is precedent in the city of Philadelphia, 
Mr. Speaker, for a school that is minority not being funded 
properly by a particular board, Mr. Speaker, and coincidentally, 
those kids were all black also, Mr. Speaker. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
The SPEAKER Pro tempore. The Chair recognizes the 

gentleman from Philadelphia County, Mr. Williams, on 
concurrence. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Thank You, Mr. Speaker. 
I actually &ve at this mike trying to determine the direction of 

my SUPPO* on this particular item, but I want to make clear some 
of the things that should be obvious to all of us tonight. 

I am reluctant because 1 have engaged in this dialogue for the 
Past Year; no, actually, the Past 5 Years when 1 fmt ventured in the 
area and talked about vouchers, coming from a community that 
traditionally does not talk about vouchers. I have followed that 
until I guess the last several months when I have worked with 
Representative Evans and Representative Perzel on several 
initiatives. 

I guess I arrive tonight a bit concerned because I did not have 
ample time to study the item before me and believe I put many, 
many thoughts forward that would suggest I should have been 
involved. But nonetheless, we are not considering a proposal that 
is going to refonn the Philadelphia school system, even though 1 
have heard people who have had fond affection for what is 
c m e n t l ~  going on or experience which they draw upon from many 
years ago. 

The stark reality is a very narrow scope that we are discussing 
tonight, and that is the superintendent of the Philadelphia school 
System, who does run the school system and will make the 
decision as to whether spending will be run or appropriated in the 
manner that he has deemed most beneficial, and that his 
proposition of, I guess, March or February is that they will 
spend at a rate that the system will run out of money in the early 
fall. That is the proposition we have to consider, and from 
February until now there has been no alternative or any suggestion 
that has filled in that fmancial gap. 

We just passed a budget, 177 to 22, which many of my 
c~lleagues who are opposed to this particular legislation from 
Philadelphia County voted for. So we heard from our 
superintendent from Philadelphia County that they are going to 
spend at a n t e  that we are going to run out of money in the fall and 
We also have passed a budget which does not fill in that hole. 

For all of the people who come to this mike and talk about they 
are concerned about their children, I am going to be very personal 
about it. YOU have doomed my children, my children of my 
family, not my constituents' children but my children, for fate. 
That fate is that the Philadelphia public school system, as it is 
cumently constructed, will close in the early fall of this year and 
We will leave this legislative body without consideration of any 
proposal. 
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Now, I have voted for the postponement; I have voted for the 

recommitment; I have voted for the suspension. None of those 
have passed. Now, if none of those have passed and we are still 
talking about the fiscal problem in Philadelphia, because, with all 
due respect, everybody else who talked about how we got to this 
point and how we will deal with the problems later on, we have not 
dealt with them for the past 30 years and we do not intend to. So 
this fiscal crisis is driving us, and if this fiscal crisis is driving us, 
then I do not see that many alternatives by which to deal with it. 

Now, as repugnant as some of the items relating to labor may 
be, I do believe that the public school system is not a job system. 
It is a system for children and educating those who are in the 
masses, and by fact, not by fiction, they are failing at record rates 
and not being accepted at the universities in their geographical 
sumoundimgs. They do not test well enough to get into those 
schools, and that is with all the improvements that have been made 
over the last 2 years; they still do not qualify. 

And the other interesting item I find tonight is that we are doing 
all this debating about all of these renditions for a piece of 
legislation which talks about may, not shall; may, not shall. It is as 
if we fear a thought or an utterance of a change in the system 
which has proven itself not successful in educating children. That 
to me is unfathomable. We have plenty of people who have come 
to the mike and talk about do not, but since March, I have not seen 
anybody talk about what we shall do. 

Now, if people disagree with what the Governor has offered or 
what any other member in this body has offered, I would be a h l  
happy tonight to talk about what alternative they talked about the 
moment that David Hornbeck said we are going to spend down. I 
have not heard any ofthose ideas. I have not seen any legislation. 
I have not seen any proposal which has passed this House, passed 
the Senate, and got to the Governor's desk which will save my two 
children, who are enrolled in the public school system in 
Philadelphia County and will he there in September, where they 
will go in November. And the reason why is because we have 
handled this whole process like we have always handled the 
process of public education in cities. We have looked over it and 
passed it and beyond it and excused it. We preach about it; we 
pontificate about it; we talk about it, but we do not do a doggone 
thing about it. 

Well, right or wrong, here is that moment; this is that moment, 
and whether we like it or not, screaming and kicking, we in the 
Philadelphia community are at the precipice of what we will do 
with a system that is failing, and unfortunately, most of us are 
unprepared to deal with it. 

I heard someone talk about how many of these ideas in this bill 
are untried and untested. That is a lie. Many of the ideas in this bill 
are tned and tested, and that is why, frankly, many people are 
fightmg them. They have been tried and tested. Having a private 
institution Nn by a private profit-making or non-profit-making 
company has been tried. It has failed and it has succeeded. Having 
an oversight board has been tried, and that also has failed and 
succeeded. 

This particular plece of legislation will not define the success 
of a public school system in Philadelphia County, but what it will 
guarantee is that, one, my children will have altemat~ves come 
November; that two, we will argue about the substance, the 
method, and the design of public school systems not just in 
Philadelphia County but in every county that looks like 
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Philadelphia County, those which are failing, those that have a 
majority of people who fall below the poverty line, or those who 
do not have the resources to meet those of the equivalent suburban 
districts. This will be guaranteed by the deliverance of this 
particular legislation. 

So while it is not perfect by any measure, while it does not 
address all of the answers by any measure, while it does offend 
some of my community that I would like to support, it does 
guarantee that we have to return to this discussion in the not distant 
future. 

And as 1 reflect upon that thought, Mr. Speaker, I believe it is 
important that we return to this subject matter, not 5 weeks from 
now, not 5 months from now, and certainly not the 5 years or so 
that it has taken us to arrive at this point. I believe that moment is 
now, Mr. Speaker. I believe that this step, which is an incremental 
step to a larger step, comes down the road. 

And for all those people who are against this particular piece of 
legislation and believe that the Governor does not support public 
education, well, you will get your chance. You will get to see 
whether a Governor, in terms of this administration, whether his 
rhetoric can support his actions, because the one thing about this 
particular legislation, it guamntees that you have someone to hold 
accountable. And this Governor has decided to take responsibility 
in the area that other Democratic Governors have not and other 
Republican Governors have not, and I respect him for that, not that 
I agree with all of his thoughts or ideas and methodology, but I 
certainly am more than willing to take on the task of convincing 
this Governor that I, Representative Anthony Williams from 
Philadelphia County, a Democrat, in a school system which is 
dominated by those of similar ethnic background, have a few ideas 
for my community, and that I will be heard at the table of ideas as 
opposed to threatened and scared of those ideas, and that those 
people who do not want to join arms maybe truly are not friends 
of my community. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair recognizes the 

gentleman h m  Philadelphia County, Mr. Myers, on concurrence. 
Mr. MYERS. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, I have been, like everyone else, sitting here for a 

long time listening to this issue. The majority leader on the other 
side laid out a litany of progressive, positive initiatives that 
included in this legislation the types of initiatives that are hard not 
to support. Some initiatives in here you have to support, but then 
on the other hand there is this one issue, this one issue that talks 
about the city of the fmt class, and I want to make this clear not 
just to the members in this chamber but to those of you in our 
communities that are listening to what we are talking about 
tonight. 

We are talking about dealing in reality and dealing in truth. 
Well, the truth is that there is a war going on between the 
leadersh~p in our House and the Senate and the superintendent of 
schools. It kind of reminds me of when you were growing up and 
somebody called your mother a name, and you just had to knock 
them down with so much fever and so much fervor, you could not 
wait. And you are like, well, why do we have to rush the bill? 
Because that is how mad I am at the superintendent. 1 cannot wait, 
I cannot wait for this hill to be passed, because that is how mad I 
am at the superintendent. I am so mad for him to challenge me. 
How dare he, how dare he say to me as leadership that if you do 
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not do what I tell you to do, I am going to embarrass you by 
shutting down the schools. 

Now, one thing I think Superintendent Hornbeck should learn 
from this, when you deal with the big guns, they call out the Army, 
the Navy, and the Marines, because they said, do you know what, 
Hornbeck? This is what we are going to do to you. We are going 
to create a chief executive officer who is going to fue you, and not 
only is he going to fue you, but he is going to also replace you 
with four other members. And then when they get done with that, 
now, Hornbeck, I am so mad that the first punch was to knock you 
down and fue you, the second punch was that I created my own 
board, and now - I am not finished hitting you yet; I am not 
finished, because I got more to do - what 1 am going to do next is 
that I am going to authorize all taxes be turned over to me. And 
now - I am not finished; I am going to hit you again - what I am 
going to do is that I am going to be responsible for all financial 
obligations and their collection. But I am not done. Now, I broke 
your jaw; I broke your nose; I caved in one of your ribs. How dare 
you challenge me. 

And let me finish now, because now I am going to stomp you. 
I knocked you down, so now I am going to stomp you, and what 
I am going to do is that I am going to, you know, in a war there is 
what they call collateral damage. Now, collateral damage in a war 
is fiiendly bystanders who get killed. So I am so mad at you, I am 
not going to just knock you down, but I am also going to hire my 
own chief officers, and I may suspend or revoke the teacher 
certifications. Collateral damage now; they just happen to be in the 
way. I am going to employ all the professionals and senior 
management employees of the school board. I am going to enter 
into contracts with nonprofit or for-profit businesses - more 
collateral damage. 

Now, Hornbeck, I still am not done with you. Now, I am going 
to let you know, you do not come here to Harrisburg and make 
threats toward the leadership, and the last thing I am going to do 
is I am going to design this bill so if one section does not work, it 
does not invalidate the whole bill, that you can take this bill 
section by section and invalidate any section you want without 
killing the bill. 

So in essence, we have declared martial law on the city of the 
fmt class. I have not heard this kind of language since they talked 
about what happens if the enemy strikes in the United States. Well, 
the fust thing we are going to do is declare martial law, and under 
martial law, we are going to appoint all chief executive officers, 
the superintendent shall be suspended or dismissed, and the powers 
and duties of the board of directors shall also be suspended. I 
mean, the whole school government has been placed under martial 
law, because, look, and 1 am telling you in all seriousness, this 
ought to be a lesson for all of us, on both the majority and the 
minority side, that if you pick a fight with the wrong people, you 
can find yourself in some very serious problems. And I think that 
Superintendent Hornbeck really teed off some folks in such a 
way- I have not seen this much fervor from leadership in a long 
time, and I do not know what he said to them behind closed doors, 
but whatever it is, I hope he does not say it to them again, because 
the problem is, they are so mad that we are collateral damage, too, 
and it has drug us into the fight. 

The city of the fmt class is the only target in this scenario. The 
other superintendents must be cool. All the other 500 school 
district superintendents must be all right, because they are not 

trying to knock them down and stomp them. So all I can say is this 
here, that in all fairness, if you want to go after Hornbeck, then 
that should be your target, not our friends, not the teachers, not the 
classes, not the students. No collateral damage should be involved 
in this. 

So I would say vote nonconcurrence for those who would be 
considered collateral damage. Thank you very much. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE CANCELED 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair returns to leaves of 
absence and notes the presence of the gentleman from 
Delaware County, MI. Raymond, on the floor of the House and 
requests that the clerk place the gentleman on the master roll. The 
Chair hears no objection. 

CONSIDERATION OF SB 494 CONTINUED 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Northampton County, Mr. Rooney, on 
concurrence. 

Mr. ROONEY. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
You know, I seem to have drawn the short straw tonight. This 

is the second time I have had to follow Representative Myers to 
the microphone, and that is probably something nobody should 
have to do twice in one night. I commend my colleague, and I 
share many of his concerns. 

Mr. Speaker, most of those who have preceded me to the 
microphone tonight have come from the city of Philadelphia, and 
whether they be, you know, for or against the legislation, one thimg 
is inescapable and very, very clear, and that is that there is a great 
deal of frustration with how the city of Philadelphia schools are 
being run, and there are a great many problems that need to be 
addressed. 

I have somewhat of a different perspective in that 1 share their 
concerns about public education and how our students are being 
educated and what the net result of our efforts and our taxpayer 
investments are, but I would argue, Mr. Speaker, that those school 
districts that I represent are as equally important, and quite frankly, 
a lot more important to me, and we have problems and we have 
gea t  needs, needs to work out whatever it is and to do whatever 
it takes to get the job of improving public education accomplished. 
I will once again argue that SB 494 does not accomplish this for 
the folks in Philadelphia, most importantly for the kids in 
Philadelphia, and more importantly from my perspective, equally 
as important for the House to consider, those kids m my legislative 
district have many of the same challenges that are not being 
addressed. 

Now, like my colleague from Lancaster, Mr. Sturla, who has 
articulated the reasons why we must go beyond what we are doing 
here tonight, what we said earlier in our various motions to have 
this bill considered at a later date, we need to get serious about 
improving the quality of education in Pennsylvania, and I think 
there is overwhelming bipartisan sentiment to do that. We have 
had many discussions; we have spent a lot of time looking at it. 
The one thing we have not spent a whole lot of time looking at is 
the proposal that is before us tonight. 

I do not want to be redundant and I will not be redundant, but 
let me just say once again that the changes that we are being asked 
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to vote on tonight are changes that need to be considered, should 
be talked about, and should be thoroughly debated. This setting 
here and now is not the most appropriate venue to have all of our 
concerns, all of our concerns, from the people who represent 
districts in the Lehigh Valley or the Mon Valley or Allegheny 
County. Our concerns about how our kids are faring are just as 
valid as those concerns expressed tonight by the good men and 
women from the city of Philadelphia. 

So, Mr. Speaker, again, in fairness, I hear the frustration. I 
empathize with those from Philadelphia who have a very large 
problem on their hands. We want to help correct the problem, but 
in the process, I think it is wrong to exclude, to specifically 
exclude, the rest of us who represent the other regions of the 
Commonwealth that are as equally important and more important 
individually to each and every member. 

So, Mr. Speaker, once again I will respectfully ask my 
colleagues on both sides of the aisle to not delay, to not 
procrastinate, but to let us get serious in a collective way of 
addressing the needs to improve education in Pennsylvania, and let 
us do it for all the kids in Pennsylvania, not just for those kids who 
happen to come from the city of Philadelphia. 

I ask for a "no" vote on concurrence of SB 494. 

THE SPEAKER (MATTHEW J. RYAN) 
PRESIDING 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 
The Chairrecoaizes the lady, Ms. Carone. The lady will yield. 
The members in the vicinity of the lady, Ms. Carone, will 

please take their seats. 
Ms. CARONE. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
As I have waited this evening to have an opportunity to speak, 

many of the arguments that I wanted to share with my colleagues 
have been addressed by other members, and I appreciate that very 
much. However, I would l i e  to make several additional comments 
and also ask someone who is responsible for the language in the 
legislation to answer a question or two. 

1 have certainly realized that there are many cities in the 
United States that have had their public school systems in urban 
areas taken over - Washington, D.C.; Seattle; Chicago; Cleveland. 
I am not sure if I am giving the complete list. However, I do not 
believe any of them had legislation passed very quickly without 
having the opportunity for many policymakers to participate in 
what that fmal package would look like. 

My opportunity as a House member to be able to offer 
amendments to language in this legislation is impossible for me to 
do. I have many constituents who live in Philadelphia, former 
constituents, family members who have moved to Philadelphia. 1 
have some constituents who are schoolteachers in Philadelphia. I 
have visited Philadelphia for 5 days constantly to visit classrooms 
and I have seen some superb teaching in some tough conditions, 
and 1 t h i i  it is very important as a House member who cares 
about education across the Commonwealth that we also, even 
though I am from Butler County and the 12th Legislative District 
on the western side of the State, I have to be concerned from a tau 
point of view, quality of education, the ability of Philadelphia 
students to be successful and to fmd good employment as a result. 
That is why I can understand why my leaders and leaders on both 
sides of the aisle would want to figure out a way to make 
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everybody work together to make the public school system of 
Philadelphia a better and in fact a very good school system. 
However, I have got problems with the details. 

At this point in time I would like to ask, I believe it is the 
majority leader, to assist me in understanding, on page 25, that 
portion of the bill that says that there can be no collective 
bargaining, no memoAda of understanding, or any other 
agreements concerning "...class schedules, academic calendar, 
places of instruction, pupil assessment and teacher preparation 
time." 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman, Mr. Peml, agrees to stand for 
interrogation. The gentleman may proceed to respond to the lady's 
questions. 

Mr. PERZEL. Mr. Speaker, this puts management in charge, 
and the language was patterned after the language used in Illinois 
for the school district of Chicago. 

Ms. CARONE. If I were aparent of children in the Philadelphia 
schools - I am not interrogating any longer, thank you; I would 
like to speak on that - if I were a parent of children in the 
Philadelphia public schools and I became aware that language was 
passed now that educators could not participate in arguing for 
pupil assessment and teacher preparation time, places of 
instruction and class scheduling, I would be worried, because that 
is all quality of education in my mind. You cannot ask an educator 
to teach an additional 30 students beyond what they may have 
now. You cannot say to a science teacher in an elementary school 
that you no longer can have your science classroom because we 
have too many children and we have to figure out how to balance 
the budget, and consequently, You are giving up your classroom 
and will have to travel from one elementary school room to the 
other to do a science instruction. I truly believe that educators 
should have the oppomity to participate in determining the 
conditions of employment in those buildings and the conditions of 
education, because they are not big children; they are people who 
are professionals, and quality for those children will be at stake. 

I believe that we should not vote for this legislation as it is now 
drafied and that we work together to come up with something far 
better. Thank you. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the lady. 
The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Philadelphia County, 

Mr. Taylor. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, 1 wonder if anyone. maybe the majority leader, 

would stand for a brief period of interrogation ? 
The SPEAKER The gentleman, Mr. Perzel, agrees to stand for 

interrogation. You may p ~ c e e d .  
Mr. TAYLOR. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, there has been much debate tonight about how 

much damage this particular bill would do to union contracts now 
existing. I would just like to get on the record your impression of 
what this bill does to existing union contracts. 

Mr. PERZEL. Well, Mr. Speaker, this does not abrogate the 
existing unlon contract whatsoever. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Mr. Speaker, in addition, there is also concern 
that was expressed here tonight and will probably be expressed in 
days forward about the ability of the school district to repay any 
debt obligat~on. 

Mr. PERZEL. This would not affect the debt obligations of the 
city of Philadelphia whatsoever, Mr. Speaker. 
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Mr. TAYLOR Mr. Speaker, I would like to speak on the Senate 

hill. 
The SPEAKER The gentleman is in order and may proceed. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
I would urge my colleagues on both sides of the aisle to concur 

in SB 494. 
When we 6rst started the debate on this bill, there was an effort 

to postpone the bill, and the effort was based on the fact that many 
people throughout Pennsylvania will not understand this and did 
not know about it, and I would just suggest to all the members that 
they may want to check their messages right now or their tape 
machines or whatever, and I would suggest to you that people do 
understand that this is going on, and we got a lot of comments on 
many of our desks already. 

Some of the comments that came to me were curious in that 
they were very similar to comments that I heard for the last year, 
and that is, we are merely interfering with contracts; we are 
busting the union; we are trying to create havoc withim the union. 
I would say to you that there are not many members in this body 
that have supported unions than me throughout the 14 years I have 
been here, except in this circumstance we are ignoring the very 
important issue of kids. 

We are not talkmg about kids and we do not hear calls about 
how the kids are affected. The calls do not come in about books, 
they do not come in about English and reading and math, they 
come in about union busting, and that is not the case. And it is the 
same argument that we heard throughout an entire year in the 
Urban Education Commission, when everything we suggested 
would not work; why would it not work? The arguments had 
nothing to do with children ever. And many of the members from 
Philadelphia will recall probably the last time we got together as 
a delegation in Philadelphia - to visit the Board of Education, to 
visit the school district and sit with the superintendent, who was 
then David Hornheck - and for one hour and a half we discussed 
contracts; we discussed set-asides; we discussed who was getting 
what, and at no point in that one hour and a half did we discuss 
kids or hooks or readiing and math. I have never been back to that 
hoard to meet as a group, hut I did meet with David Hornbeck 
recently, and in fact, yes, Mr. Speaker, he did say over and over 
and over that his methodology would be to close the Philadelphia 
schools. 

And in response to my colleagues from Philadelphia, this is not 
about tonight somebody is mad at somebody else. It is really not, 
because I would let you just look forward a hit, especially from 
Philadelphia, and think what is going to happen in September if 
this occurs. These were not idle threats, these were not words said 
in anger; these were words said over and over again about how 
they would proceed. What is going to happen when we have 
215,000 students without a school to attend? We already have a 
great number of problems; we are only going to add to that 
situation. 

No matter what else anybody said about this hill, this is merely 
an effort to respond to that possibility. What will we do if they 
close the schools? This is a reaction to that and nothing hut. But 
we should pass this, concur with this tonight, and then move on to 
all the issues that were brought up in the Urban Education 
Commission and all the other issues that are important to education 
in Pennsylvania. But how can we move forward, how can we 
engage in a debate like that, when the threat is hanging over our 
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heads of closing the schools? I cannot let that happen. I think other 
members of Philadelphia should not he in the poiition to let that 
happen, and we are going to react to that with this legislation. 

There have been a lot of analogies brought up, and even one of 
our colleagues talked about the Titanic, and I would just say to you 
that let us look at the Titanic for a second and see the Titanic as the 
status quo of urban education, and everybody that is involved with 
the status quo of urban education has said in our commission, in 
our hearings, that there is nothing wrong, that everything is fine, 
things are going to rebound. Well, they are not, Mr. Speaker. It is 
sinking, and people are insisting that it is not. But there is one 
difference fiom the real Titanic story, and that is, there are at least 
a few more lifeboats left. There will he lifeboats in the coming 
months to discuss things that we can change in the urban districts, 
especially in Philadelphia, hut this, Mr. Speaker, is the ultimate 
lifeboat if these schools close. 

I ask for your concurrence. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 
The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Philadelphia County, 

Mr. Roebuck. 
Mr. ROEBUCK. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
I wonder if I might fmt begin by asking a question to whoever 

can speak to the Senate amendments in this bill. 
The SPEAKER I am sorry. Would the gentleman repeat that? 
Mr. ROEBUCK. I wish to have a question, whoever can 

respond to the Senate amendments. If that is the majority leader or 
whoever, I would like to question. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman, Mr. Perzel, will stand for 
interrogation. You may proceed. 

Mr. ROEBUCK. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
I wonder if the majority leader could tell me what the impact of 

the amendment added in the Senate, which references the cities of 
the first class, is on any court decisions under which that school 
district now operates? 

Mr. PERZEL. It would not change any internal workings of the 
School District of Philadelphia. Nothing would change. 

Mr. ROEBUCK. That is not my question. My question is, what 
is the impact of the amendment on existing court decisions which, 
for example, mandate desegregated schools, mandate staffing for 
those schools and such? 

Mr. PERZEL. We are not changing anything involved in that, 
Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. ROEBUCK. So that where you speak of, as referenced by 
the lady from, I believe, Butler, on page 35 of the amendment 
where it says, the reference to staffing patterns, assignments, class 
schedules, academic calendars, and so forth, it has no impact on 
court decisions that dictate those? Is that what I am hearing, 
Mr. Speaker? 

Mr. PERZEL. Those are not dictated by the courts. They are 
future bargaining rights in a contract. 

Mr. ROEBUCK. Mr. Speaker, if I might, and if I stand 
corrected I would gladly be so, but do not the desegregation 
decisions, for example, dictate patterns of teaching assignments in 
Philadelphia public schools providing, for example, in certain 
schools there are certain patterns of teachers, certain things with 
staff time, certain things with prep time, that are based upon that 
desegregation decision under court order? 

Mr. PERZEL. The Secretary and the superintendent cannot 
intervene in a court order. 
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Mr. ROEBUCK. But I am asking, does this language 

intervene? I am not asking about the superintendent; I am askiing 
about the language of the amendment and its impact on existing 
court procedures, Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. PERZEL. The Secretary is given the same powers as the 
superintendent of the schools. 

Mr. ROEBUCK. So the Secretary would be bound by those 
court decisions? Is that what you are telling me, Mr. Speaker, that 
there would be no way to change the patterns in terms of teacher 
assignments by the Secretary if they are under court order? 

Mr. PERZEL. He could not interfere in a Federal c o w  order, 
no. You are right; he could not. 

Mr. ROEBUCK. So in effect then the Secretary is limited even 
under this in terms of changing things that you spoke about as 
being egregious in the Philadelphia School District - assignments 
and those things - so actually the superintendent does not have any 
power to change those? Am I correct in understanding that, 
Mr. Speaker? 

Mr. PERZEL. You were askiing whether or not they could 
abrogate conhacts. The answer is no. 

Mr. ROEBUCK. No, I am not saying coneacts; court orders. 
Mr. PERZEL. Can they make changes? There are about three 

Pages- 
Mr. ROEBUCK. No, Mr. Speaker, I- 
The SPEAKER The gentlemen will yield; the gentlemen will 

yield. One at a time. 
Mr. Perzel. 
Mr. PERZEL. There are three pages of changes that could be 

made, yes. 
Mr. ROEBUCK. Even under court orders. They can even 

change the court orders; that is what you are telling me. 
Mr. PERZEL. You cannot interfere under a Federal court order 

is what I am told. We can only change the things that we are 
allowed to change. 

Mr. ROEBUCK. State court order also? 
Mr. PERZEL. It would depend on the nature of the court order, 

I am told by our attorneys. 
Mr. ROEBUCK. I am specifically concerned about the 

provisions under which my school .district operates, the city of 
Philadelphia, provisions for desegregation. Are you telling me that 
in no way this impacts and can change the commitment to 
desegregation in the city of Philadelphia under Federal or State 
court orders? 

Mr. PERZEL. In this piece of legislation before you, the answer 
is no. We cannot make changes in the deseg plan that is already 
out there, no. 

Mr. ROEBUCK. In either Federal or State courts. Thank you, 
Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. Speaker, might I now speak to the bill ? 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman is in order and may proceed. 
Mr. ROEBUCK. There has been much made this evening over 

issues of quality of education in the city of Philadelphia, and it has 
been easy to focus upon what are perceived to be or are used as 
examples of failure in that school system. You can taUc about the 
number of kids who are not attending, the number of kids who do 
not finish. Very little attention in this debate or in any debate 
focuses instead upon its successes, because, Mr. Speaker, I would 
suggest the reality is that the School District of Philadelphia, of all 
of its problems, still produces the best students that are produced 
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in the State of Pennsylvania. If you look across the pattern of the 
school district, the number of students elected in national 
competition, merit scholars, more come from the city of 
Philadelphia than from any other place in this State. More kids 
achieve, whether they are in the magnet schools of this city, 
than in any other district in this State. So we do a disservice, 
Mr. Speaker, when we stand on this floor and we use statistics in 
a somewhat distorted way to suggest that somehow there is total 
chaos and failure in Philadelphia. That is simply not true; that is 
simply not true. 

Fwther, Mr. Speaker, there has been much attention paid to the 
superintendent, and I would like to take a different view of the 
superintendent, because 1 would say this superintendent is exactly 
right in what he is saying. It offends some people, but he is saying, 
I want quality schools in Philadelphia; our schools deserve more 
money. That is true. Our schools should be producing, should have 
all that they need to produce quality students; that is true. I see 
nothing wrong with a superintendent who stands up and says that, 
yet somehow that has offended people. Somehow he has been 
made into some sort of ogre because he says he wants quality 
schools, because he says that be will fight for our schools, because 
be says this State shortchanges our schools. Well, look what this 
amendment does. It says you have got to balance the budget. So 
what do you do? You cut. And our schools, which are already 
deprived of resources they need, are going to be deprived even 
more. There is something wrong with that, Mr. Speaker. There is 
something basically wrong with this legislative body saying, you 
do not have enough now, but gee, you ought to do it with even 
less. That is wrong. It is wrong in terms of the kids who have to 
learn. Mr. Speaker, I think the superintendent is exactly right when 
he focuses our attention on where we need to go. I mean, I do not 
agree with his tactics, but he is right in the questions he asks. 

Further, Mr. Speaker, certainly we need to do everything we 
can to broaden the debate. The issue is not whether we close the 
schools or not; the issue is whether we do everything we can to 
ensure quality education in Philadelphia. 

MOTION TO SUSPEND RULES 

Mr. ROEBUCK. And, Mr. Speaker, I know we have dealt with 
thii bill extensively, but I remember just a few hours ago when we 
sent this bill out of here it did one thing, and now it comes back to 
us doing something else, something that is conhoversial, 
somethiing we really have not had a good chance even to examine. 
So, Mr. Speaker, I would like to move, if I am in order, that we 
revert in this bill to PN 1910. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman, Mr. Roebuck, moves that 
SB 494, PN 1913, revert to SB 494, PN 1910. Is that accurate? 

Mr. ROEBUCK. That is accurate, Mr. Speaker. 
The SPEAKER. In order to make such a motion, it will be 

necessary for you to suspend the rules. 
Mr. ROEBUCK. I would so move, Mr. Speaker. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman, Mr. Roebuck, asks that the 

rules of the House be suspended at this time to permit him to make 
the motion, which is tantamount to an amendment, consistent with 
the one I just announced a moment before. 

On the question, 
Will the House agree to the motion? 
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The SPEAKER. On the question of suspension of the rules, the I YEAS-86 

gentleman, Mr. DeWeese, is recognized, unless he waives off in 
favor of the gentleman, Mr. Roebuck. 

The gentleman, Mr. DeWeese. 
Mr. DeWEESE. I get a kick out of history, and I could not help 

but notice that the gentleman who rose in place to suspend the 
rules has asked for a suspension of the rules to PN 1910, and what 
a happy coincidence it is for me to argue for suspension of the 
rules back to PN 1910, because if we think of 1910, we have to 
think of Republican Governor Pennypacker whose major, major 
ethos was local control, and Pennypacker was the last Republican 
to represent Philadelphia and go to the Governor's Mansion. So in 
order 10 revive the enthusiasm of this elite cadre tonight, 1910 is 
what we should suspend the rules and revert to in honor of local 
control, when back in the old days at the beginning of the century 
the Grand Old Party, the Republican Party, sent a man named 
Pennypacker in 1910 from Philadelphia, and he believed in local 
control. 

What we are doing to the schools of Philadelphia tonight needs 
some more overview and dissection and debate. I think we are 
ravaging the School District of Philadelphia. I would accede to the 
gentleman's motion: 1910 printer's number, in honor of 
Pennypacker, Republican Governor, local control. 

The SPEAKER My, that seemed relevant and to the point. 
The Chair recognizes the gentleman, MI. Perzel. 
Mr. PERZEL. I am extremely pleased that the minority leader 

would reach hack to 1910 and pick up a former Republican 
Governor, Governor Pennypacker, because what we have done 
here tonight and what I have asked you to do is stick with a 
Governor who is willing to take on a problem very few are willing 
to tackle. 

This is not somethimg that will be easy. The city of Philadelphia 
said earlier tonight that we are bluffing. This is not a bluff. The 
kids cannot read and write, and you h o w  that. n e r e  are over 
200 schools they would not take you to see out of 259 schools. 
They would not take you to see them if yon asked to see them. 
That is how bad they are. But yet this Governor, and I have asked 
my members to help me here; I have asked my members, 
Republicans from suburban and ma1 Pennsylvania, to try to help 
us make it better, for a Governor who is willing to tackle a 
problem very few of you were willing to do when you were in the 
majority. So we are moving forward to try to do that. 

But we are doing this for kids, and yes, mostly minority kids in 
the city of Philadelphia 

The SPEAKER. Mr. Perzel- 
Mr. PERZEL. -because we cannot allow them to continue not 

to be able to read and write, and I ask for a "no" vote on the 
suspension of the rules. 

The SPEAKER On the question, on the question of suspension 
of the rules, those in favor of suspension will vote "aye"; opposed, 
"no." I 

On the question recurring, 
Will the House agree to the motion? 

The following roll call was recorded: 

BattiSto 
Belardi 
Belfanti 
Bishop 
Blaum 
Boscola 
Butkovih 
Buxton 
Caltagirone 
Cappabianca 
Cam 
casorio 
Cawley 
Cohen, M. 
Colafella 
C0laizz0 
corpora 
Conigan 
Cowell 
COY 
curry 
Daley 

Adolph 
Allen 
Argall 
Armstrong 
Baker 
Bard 
Barley 
Barrar 
Benninghoff 
Birmelin 
Boyes 
Bmwne 
Bunt 
Camne 
Chadwick 
Civera 
Clark 
Clymer 
Cohen, L. I. 
Cornell 
Dally 
Dempsey 
Dent 
DiGirolamo 
Druce 
Egolf 
Evans 
Fairchild 
F q o  

DeLuca 
Dermody 
DeWeese 
Donatucci 
Eachus 
George 
Gordner 
Gmiea 
Haluska 
Hanna 
Harhai 
Honey 
Itkin 
James 
Jarolin 
Josephs 
Keller 
Kirkland 
LaGrona 
Laughlin 
Lederer 
Lescovie 

Feese 
Fichter 
Fleagle 
Flick 
Forcier 
Gannon 
Geist 
Giglioni 
Gladeck 
Godshall 
~ P P O  
Habay 
Harhart 
Hasay 
Hennessey 
Herman 
Hershey 
Hess 
Hutchinson 
Jadlowiec 
Kaiser 
Kenney 
Krebs 
Lawless 
Leh 
Lynch 
Maher 
Maitland 
Major 

Levdansky 
Lloyd 
Lucyk 
Manderino 
McCall 
Melio 
Michlovic 
Mundy 
Myers 
Olasz 
Oliver 
Pesci 
Petrarca 
PeWne 
Pistella 
Preston 
Ramos 
Rieger 
Roberts 
Robinson 
Roebuck 

Markosek 
Marsico 
Masland 
Mayemik 
McGeehan 
McGill 
Mclhanan 
Mcllhinney 
McNaughton 
Micouie 
Miller 
Nailor 
Nickol 
O'Brien 
Orie 
Penel 
P~PPY 
Plans 
Raymond 
Readshaw 
Reber 
Reinard 
Rohrer 
Ross 
Rubley 
Sainato 
Sather 
Saylor 

Rooney 
Santoni 
Shaner 
Staback 
Steelman 
Stetler 
Sturla 
s u m  
Thomas 
Tigue 
Travaglio 
Trello 
Trich 
Van Home 
Vitali 
Walk0 
Washington 
Williams, A. H 
Williams, C. 
Wojnaroski 
Youngblood 

Schroder 
Schuler 
Semmel 
Serafini 
Seyfert 
Smith, B. 
Smith, S. H. 
Snyder, D. W. 
Stairs 
Steil 
Stern 
Stevenson 
Strimnaner 
Taylor, E. Z. 
Taylor, J. 
Tme 
Vance 
Veon 
Waugh 
Wilt 
Wogan 
Wright, M. N. 
Yewcic 
Zimmerman 
zug 

Ryan, 
Speaker 

NOT VOTING4 

BebkoJones Scrimenti Tangreni Tulli 
Phillips 

Less than a majority of the members required by the rules 
having voted in the affirmative, the question was determined in the 
negative and the motion was not agreed to. 

On the question recurring, 
Will the House concur in Senate amendments to House 

amendments? 
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Mr. STURLA. This and very many other things pop up in this 
bill, the portion about Philadelphia, and for that reason 1 think it is 
imperative that we separate the Philadelphia portion from the rest 
of the bill which deals with the rest of Pennsylvania, and for that 
reason 1 would move to suspend the rules to offer amendment 
,42160, which would have the effect of removing the Philadelphia 
portion from this bill and allowing us to deal with those issues that 
affect all Pennsylvanians with regard to education. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman, Mr. Sturla, moves that the 
rules of the House be suspended to permit him to offer amendment 
A2160. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman, Mr. Corpora, waives off- with 
the thanks of the House. 

The gentleman from Lancaster, Mr. Sturla, for the second time 
is recognized on the issue. 

Mr. STURLA. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
I will be brief. 
There have been many concerns in this bill as have been 

alluded to by many members - special education, school uniforms, 
incentive funding, nonpublic pupil transportation, basic education, 
technology grants - and all those things that I just mentioned affect 
all of Pennsylvania. And then there is this other half of the bill 
which only affects Philadelphia, and that is the part that was 
sprung on us just several hours ago. Not many people knew what 
was in that portion, and in the several hours that we have been 
debating this, some of us, myself included, have at least had a 
chance to start reading the portion about Philadelphia. 

You know, I have heard lots of members tak about the fact that 
they are going to stop the closure of Philadelphia schools by voting 
for this, because the school superintendent said he was going to 
close schools if he did not get money, and by darn it, if you just 
vote for this, there will be no school closures in Philadelphia. But 
when I got to page 23, l  read that the chief executive officer, which 
is appointed by the Secretary of Education - this is this person we 
do not know yet, this chief executive officer, this fictitious person 
that is out there that is going to come save us - among other things 
on page 23, has the right to close schools in Philadelphia. Now, we 
are not just talking about the superintendent threatening to do it; 
we are taking about some guy that we do not even know who he 
is who has the right to do it if we vote for this. 

On the question, 
Will the House agree to the motion ? 

Philadelphia School District. Of the five people that are going to 
be involved, only one of them is appointed by the mayor of 
Philadelphia. The long arm of the State, the long arm of 
Hamsburg, the long arm of Commonwealth government, will 
reach into the city of Philadelphia's govenunental apparatus - 
school district, community - and be preeminent. 

I cannot fathom, I cannot fathom when I see that gray group of 
GOP stalwarts there who for years and years and years have 
argued against State mandates, you have been so passionate. I see 
you ladies on the backbenches, you wholesome, decent, 
wonderfully nice Republican ladies, but you have politely caviled 
at some of the rest of us for State mandates. What are you doing to 
the city of Philadelphia? Philadelphia is being mandated against 
tonight. 

Philadelphia is a glorious city with an illustrious history. Many 
times in contemporary Pennsylvania political parlance, 
Philadelphia is the recipient of a lot of rough and antagonistic and 
acrimonious political commentary. That is not right; that is not 
fair; that is not good; that is not healthy. They should be and they 
are in many ways the cultural, medical, intellectual epicenter of 
our State, and those of us from the rural districts of Pennsylvania 
once in a while have a chance to get involved favorably on behalf 
of Philadelphia. 

Even saying the word itself, from the Greek, "Philadelphia," is 
a wonderful opportunity for us, and yet tonight, if we do not 
suspend the rules, if we do not do what the gentleman from 
Lancaster is asking, suspend the rules, offer an amendment, keep 
in the many, many good things- The gentleman from 
Philadelphia, the majority leader, earlier in the day in this long 
debate enumerated one after another of very, very worthy 

The SPEAKER. On that question, the gentleman, 
Mr. DeWeese, waives in favor of the gentleman? The Chair 
recognizes the gentleman, Mr. DeWeese. 

Mr. DeWEESE. This is an appropriate rule suspension offered 
by the gentleman from Lancaster. We can have help for special 
education in all of our school districts, we can have help for our 
school districts who are in parlous financial circumstances, and we 
can have some more time this spring in May and June and July, or 
in April and May and June I should say, to try to work on our 
challenge relative to the Philadelphia school system. 

We are creating tonight - forgive the chauvinism inherent in the 
vernacular - a strongman, a strongman concept for leading the 

aspects- I The SPEAKER. Mr. DeWeese? 
Mr. DeWEESE. --of this proposal. 
The SPEAKER. Mr. DeWeese, I have not held you back, but 

we do not have to rehash the complete bill. 
Mr. DeWEESE. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I will try to be brief. 
But the idea of allowing for school-uniform language, the idea 

for allowing our special education money for my school districts 
and yours, the idea for some of the school districts that are terribly 
disadvantaged to be helped by tonight's legislation will be 
accomplished by what the gentleman from Lancaster is doing. 

We all know that Philadelphia has a dire problem in its school 
district, but we have been told by so many people, from the 
Governor and his staff to the legislative leaders of the Republican 
Parry and their staff, how proud they are - and I accept that - how 
proud they are of doing the budget so early so we should have late 
April and May and part of June to do the business of our State. 
Nothing is more important in our State governmental debates this 
summer and this spring than the Philadelphia School District. I 
accede to that pronouncement, but to do it all tonight in a great 
rush, in a great flurry, is bad, bad lawmaking. 

The old phrase about people do not want to see law and sausage 
produced has never been more apropos. 

The SPEAKER. Mr. Perzel. 
Mr. PERZEL. First I would like to correct the record, 

Mr. Speaker. John Tener was the Governor in 1910, not 
Pennypacker as was stated earlier. 

We would l i e  t e  Oh, he got sworn in in 11; okay. 
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Mr. Speaker, I would urge the members to vote "no" on the I EXCUSED-5 

suspension of the rules. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 
On the question of suspension of the rules, those in favor will 

vote "aye"; those opposed, "no." 

On the question recurring, 
Will the House agree to the motion? 

The following roU call was recorded: 

YEAS-89 

Banisto 
Beiardi 
Belfanti 
Bishop 
Blaum 
Boscola 
Butkovib 
Buiton 
Caltagirone 
Cappabianca 
Cam 
Carone 
casorio 
Cawley 
Cohen, L. I. 
Cohen, M. 
Colafella 
Colaiao 
corpora 
Cowell 
COY 
Cuny 

Adolph 
Allen 
Argall 
Armstrong 
Baker 
Bard 
Barley 
B a r n  
Benninghoff 
B i i e l in  
Boyes 
Bmwne 
Bunt 
Chadwick 
Civera 
Clark 
Clymer 
Comell 
comgan 
Dally 
Dempsey 
Dent 
DiGirolamo 
huce 
Egolf 
Evans 
Fairchild 
Fago 

DeLuca 
Demtody 
DeWeese' 
Donatucci 
Eachus 
b r g e  
Giglioni 
Gordner 
Gmiba 
Halnska 
HaIhai 
Horsey 
Itkin 
James 
larolin 
losephs 
Keller 
Kirkland 

Levdansky 
Lloyd 
Lucyk 
Manderino 
McCall 
Melio 
Michlovic 
Mundy 
M Y ~  
OlasZ 
Oliver 
Pesci 
Pemca  
Peuone 
Pistella 
Preston 
Ramos 
Readshaw 

L a G m a  Rieger 
Laughlin Robem 
Lederer Robinson 
Lescovie Roebuck 

Feese Major 
Fichter Markosek 
Fleagle Marsico 
Flick Masland 
Foxier Mayernik 
Gannon Mdjeehan 
Geist McGill 
Gladeck McIlhaltan 
Godshall McIlhinney 
~ P P O  McNaughton 
Habay Micouie 
Hanna Miller 
Harhm Nailor 
Hasay Nickol 
Hennessey O'Brien 
Herman W e  
Hershey Peml 
Hess P~PPY 
Hutchinson Platts 
Jadlowiec Raymond 
Kaiser Reber 
Kenney Reinard 
Krebs Rohrer 
Lawless Ross 
Leh Rubley 
Lynch Sather 
Maher Saylor 
Maitland Schmder 

NOT VOTING4 

Rooney 
Sainato 
Santoni 
Shaner 
Staback 
Steelman 
Stetler 
Studa 
S u m  
Thomas 
Tigue 
Travaglio 
Trello 
M c h  
Van Home 
Vitali 
Walko 
Washington 
william<, A. H 
Williams, C. 
Wojnaroski 
Youngblood 

Schuler 
Semmel 
Serafini 
Seyfert 
Smith, B. 
Smith, S. H. 
Snyder, D. W. 
stairs 
Steil 
Stem 
Stevenson 
Snimnaner 
Taylor, E. Z. 
Taylor, 1. 
True 
Vance 
Veon 
Waugh 
Wilt 
wogan 
Wright, M. N. 
Yewcic 
Zimmeman 
2 %  

Ryan, 
Speaker 

Bebko-Jones Scrimenti Tangreni Tulli 
Phillips 

Less than a majority of the members required by the rules 
having voted in the affiative, the question was determined in the 
negative and the motion was not agreed to. 

On the question recurring, 
Will the House concur in Senate amendments to House 

amendments ? 

The SPEAKER. On that question, the Chair recognizes, 
for the second time, the gentleman from Philadelphia County, 
Mr. Thomas. Mr. Thomas, do you desire recognition for the 
second time ? 

Mr. THOMAS. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Just briefly, and the record needs to be clear, number one, the 

superintendent of Philadelphia public schools is hired by the 
Philadelphia Board of Education, which is empowered through the 
home-rule charter to hire and f i e  a superintendent. Let no one 
think that the superintendent h- He might have the mouth, but 
he does not have the capacity to close down the Philadelphia 
school system in the absence of consent and approval from the 
mayor and from the Philadelphia Board of Education. So I just 
need the record to reflect that. 

I also just need the record to reflect that there is never a need to 
destroy the institution primarily because you have a problem with 
maybe some things that are going on in the institution, and to bring 
that point more home, I am sure that if you talk to constituents in 
our respective districts, there are some constituents who like us, 
there are some constituents who do not, but should we destroy this 
institution because everybody is not doing the same thing? And 
my point is this: Yes, there are problems in the Philadelpbia school 
system, but I have faith in my colleagues on both sides of the aisle, 
we can deal with those problems. And I just fmd it ironic, I know, 
and I have the utmost respect and appreciation for the minority 
chair of Appropriations, I have the utmost respect and appreciation 
for the chair of the Philadelphia delegation, and let me tell you 
something: They are who they are today, they stand in this august 
body today, because they received an education from Philadelphia 
public schools, and at the time that the minority chair of 
Appropriations went to public school - we both came up in 
North Philadelphia - the school system was in worse shape than it 
is today, but he was able to rise up simply because there were 
resources and there was somebody who cared. 

So to now think that because there are problems that we must 
banlmpt the whole system is wrong, Mr. Speaker. Yes, there are 
problems. We can take care of those problems. We do not need 
these amendments to SB 494 in order to eradicate those problems. 
Thank you. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Philadelphia County, Mr. Horsey, for the second time on the 
question. 

Mr. HORSEY. Sorry, Mr. Speaker; the previous speaker and I 
do not quite agree. Certainly the superintendent did make the 
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statements, Mr. Speaker, and while the school board and the mayor 
can intercede if they choose to do so, they have not interceded, 
Mr. Speaker, nor has the president of city council. No one has 
made a counterstatement to what the superintendent said in terms 
of closing schools. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, once again, I am voting against the bill, 
because teachers are a casualty in this, Mr. Speaker. It is 
extremely, extremely difficult to get terrified teachers in a school 
district, and if we institute this particular bill, Mr. Speaker, they 
may run all over the place, and we may have a large collective 
body of teachers who are not certified teaching our kids. 

I believe personally, again, Mr. Speaker, that teachers in the 
classroom are doing a great job. It is the administrators, 
Mr. Speaker, who have their hands handcuffed, and this bill will 
probably be good in that three-quarters of those administrators 
across the top will be fired, Mr. Speaker, and I do not have a 
problem with that, but I do need teachers protected, Mr. Speaker. 

So as a result, I cannot vote on the bill, Mr. Speaker, because 
my interest is teachers who are certified teaching our kids. 
Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the gentleman, 
MI. Snyder. 

Mr. SNYDER. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
I just stand to correct or clarify one of the responses that the 

gentleman from Philadelphia, Representative Taylor, had asked 
during interrogation. One of the questions was whether or not any 
other contracts other than those specified in the legislation would 
be affected by the takeover of the Philadelphia School District. It 
is our understanding and intention that all other existing contracts 
of the school diiirict will remain unimpaired and in full force and 
effect, including the bonds and notes issued by the school district. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 
The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Philadelphia County, 

Mr. Evans. 
Conferences on the floor, please break up. 
Mr. EVANS. Mr. Speaker- 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman will yield; the gentleman will 

yield. 
There are three speakers to go, three leaders. I would appreciate 

it if the floor would come to order for this short period of time. 
Mr. Evans. 
Mr. EVANS. Mr. Speaker, I have listened a great deal to the 

discussion around SB 494, an4 Mr. Speaker, I have been here for 
18 years. I would like to think in those 18 years that I would have 
liked to have tried to have made a difference, but, Mr. Speaker, 
probably the issue that has probably been the most difficult issue 
to deal with is the question of the Philadelphia public schools. 

I, Mr. Speaker, as the gentleman said earlier, am a product 
of the Philadelphia public school system, but in those I8 years, 
Mr. Speaker, that I have been here, under Governor Thornburgh, 
under Governor Casey, and now under Governor Ridge, I have 
voted every single time for additional money for every single 
public school in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 

In 1982 when Governor Thornburgh recommended the need for 
taxes, I voted for those taxes, and I recall specifically when 
Jim Manderino was around, the reason they asked me to vote for 
it was because we wanted to give Philadelphia more money, and 
I voted for that. In 1991 when we had to vote for $3.2 billion in 
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taxes, I recall a very specific individual said we needed to add 
more money. And I voted each and every time, because that is 
basically what was told to me, but I, Mr. Speaker, probably l i e  
most members here, in my view, did not ask the tough questions. 
I did not ask the question about results; I did not ask the questions 
about exactly what was takimg place in terms of the schools that 
are in the city of Philadelphia. 

Mr. Speaker, most of my colleagues and most of my colleagues 
from the city of Philadelphia, with all due respect to each and 
every one of them, I believe that how many of them really h o w  
and understand exactly what is taking place in the schools that are 
in their legislative district? I want to tell you about a school, 
Mr. Speaker, that is right across from me - it is not in my district; 
it is in Representative Myers' dishicf Mr. Speaker - called 
Martin Luther King High School, and Martin Luther King 
High School, Mr. Speaker, has 2,800 students. Martin Luther King 
High School, Mr. Speaker, was listed as educationally banlaupt. 

Now, I do not want to put a brush across, Mr. Speaker, every 
single child or every single teacher or every single counselor in 
that particular school, but, Mr. Speaker, when that report came out 
that that particular school, Mr. Speaker, was listed as educationally 
banknpt, I did not heat one single person stand up and say 
publicly that we should do something about that particular school. 
When the superintendent, Mr. Speaker, listed in the Inquirer about 
a year ago about the results of the public schools, I did not hear 
one single public official stand up and say that those schools that 
are academically bankrupt, we should do something about it. 

When the superintendent, Mr. Speaker, attempted to 
reconstitute Olney and Audenried High Schools, Mr. Speaker, he 
was fought tooth and nail in terms of reconstituting those particular 
schools, and he was not able to reconstitute those particular 
schools. I heard no one stand up, Mr. Speaker, and say that the fact 
of the matter is, something is wrong with those schools. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, individuals are correct that in State law, 
historically how we have dealt with distressed schools is we have 
dealt with it from a fiscal standpoint. We have not dealt with 
distressed schools from an academic standpoint. In 18 years, 
Mr. Speaker, I cannot thii of one single school that has shut 
down because it has been academically bankrupt; I cannot think of 
that, even though, Mr. Speaker, we all know that the children are 
not necessarily reading at the grade levels they should be reading 
at, writing at the level they should be writing at, conducting math 
at the level they should be conducting math. We all h o w  that, 
Mr. Speaker. It seems l i e  to me that the only way we seem to he 
measured is how many more additional dollars we add. 

Now, there is no question, Mr. Speaker, funds are a factor, but 
money in itself, Mr. Speaker, is not the sole answer. The reality of 
it is, Mr. Speaker, that the Philadelphia public school system, in 
my view, is not child-centered. Let me repeat that: In my opinion, 
Mr. Speaker, the public school system is not child-centered. It is 
not meeting the needs of the children. 

Now, there is no question, Mr. Speaker, there are some great, 
great, great Philadelphia public school systems. There is 
Masterman; there is Central; there are those special academy 
schools. There are some great schools, but, Mr. Speaker, I can tell 
you about some schools and take you to some particular 
neighborhoods, Mr. Speaker, that we know full well those schools 
should not exist. So, Mr. Speaker, it is not a question, in my view, 
of there are not good schools in Philadelphia and there are not 
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good students and good teachers. That is not the issue. The 
question is, how do we make it work for every single child? 

No, Mr. Speaker, SB 494 will not in itself solve the problems 
of every single kid in the puhlic school system. So I want to say 
that. No, this is no silver bullet. This is absolutely not a silver 
bullet. But, Mr. Speaker, in my view, what this is is creating an 
opportunity. Like it or not, it is creating opportunity. And you 
know, sometimes what happens around in this process, there 
unfortunately has to be a crisis. So the fact of the matter is the 
superintendent stood up and said he was going to shut the schools 
down, and we have a crisis. 

You know, 2 years ago in June, I met with the majority leader 
and some other people, and he and I have been workimg very close 
together. I introduced a bill very similar to this one here. I 
introduced a bill - 2 years ago. I said that we needed to radically 
change the way the public school system delivers education. We 
need to change the way it delivers education, because in this 
budget that we just passed, the city of Philadelphia for its schools 
will receive between 35 million to 40 million additional dollars. If 
you add up special education, if you add up the education equity, 
if you add up Link to Learn, if you add up the retirement payment, 
it will receive between 35 to 40 million additional dollars fiom last 
year. So there is almost $40 million being added to the 
Philadelphia School District. 

Now, you could always talk to someone else who will suddenly 
think that there needs to be more money. Some people would say 
there needs to be $100 million added, because that is not sufficient. 
Well, as the majority leader says, $1.4, $1.5 million, $1 billion is 
being added to the public school system, and I am saying, 
Mr. Speaker - and I have studied this system very carefully; very, 
very carefully - in my view, it is not delivering education for every 
single child. 

Now, I know some people, Mr. Speaker, like to talk about 
poverty, and I know some people like to talk about racism, and I 
know some people like to talk about it is not working because of 
all these external factors, but, Mr. Speaker, you know, school is 
180 days. There has to he some type of learning that is taking 
place. You cannot sit there and tell me about until we fix poverty 
and racism and all these other problems, that all of a sudden 
learning is not going to take place, because if we are waiting to fuc 
racism and poveriy and all those other problems that we talk about 
before we fix the puhlic school system, none of us are going to be 
here. None of us are going to he here if we are waiting to fuc those 
problems. 

Now, are those things factors? Yes, those are factors. Poverty 
is a factor; race is a factor. All those things are factors. So I do not 
want to give the impression that I am telling people that they are 
not factors, but I am tired of hearing that people do not have high 
expectations for kids who happen to go to school in the inner city. 
I am tired of hearing people tell me, well, these kids really cannot 
learn because they come from a single head of household. 
Mr. Speaker, I like to tell people I come from a single head of 
household. I, Mr. Speaker, come from a single head of household. 
I am saying to you, Mr. Speaker, loud and clear, no, this is not 
going the solve the problem, Mr. Speaker, but it gives a chance 
and an opportunity. 

So all these diierent arguments that I am hearing about - well, 
local control, and we have blown up the system, and the system is 
moving - but do you know what it is all about? The question is a 
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question of confidence. You see, the question is a question of 
confidence. The question that has to he asked to anybody who runs 
the public school system, anybody who teaches in the puhlic 
school system, anybody who is a principal in the puhlic school 
system, the question that has to be is, would you send your kids to 
that school, and if the answer is no, then the bottom line is, what 
is wrong? Because if you will not send your kids to that school, 
why do you think a parent, why do you think a parent does not 
deserve some sense of opportunity? 

So the real question is, is there real choice, real consequences, 
if schools do not meet high standards? That is the question, and I 
am telling you, I am telling you that there are no real consequences 
when the schools do not produce. Yes, we joke about it. We just 
shift one adult from one classroom to another classroom, and we 
really say it is because the parents send their bad kids to school. 
Send your good kids to school. You know, send your good kids to 
school; do not send me your bad kids. If you send me your good 
kids, there is something I can do about it. Well, you know, you 
have to ask yourself a serious question: that the people who are 
managing the public school system and the elected officials, do 
they send their kids there? That is the question. 

So the bottom line is, Mr. Speaker, the bottom line in my view, 
there are some good kids and there are some good teachers and 
there are some good principals, but the reality of it is, it is not 
systemwide. The fact of the matter is, from all the stuff that I have 
read, learning takes place at the school level; learning takes place 
in the classroom. Learning takes place at the school level, in the 
classroom. I understand that. I am clear about that. Learning takes 
place when children are prepared from zero to 5 and from 
kindergarten to fourth grade; that is when learning takes place. 
Learning takes place when we lay the groundwork at the 
elementary school level so they are prepared for the middle 
schools and the high schools. The way that the school system is 
constructed, it is not meeting the needs of the children; it is 
meeting the needs of the adults. We all know that. We all know 
that. We talk about that privately. 

Now, I am saying to you that, in my view, no, this bill is not a 
perfect bill, but this bill, in my view, offers an opportunity for 
change, for a system that needs to radically change. This is no 
discouraging mark on any particular individual, because we all 
have responsibility. We here in Hamsburg, city hall, the school 
board, the parents, the teachers, the principals, we all have 
responsibility. 

So I am saying to you, Mr. Speaker, no, I do not expect 
magically, just because this bill passed, that all of a sudden 
everybody's SAT scores and reading scores and math scores are 
going to go off the chart. You know, Mr. Speaker, there was a 
report that came out that the United States of America was 19th in 
math and science in the world, that Cyprus and South Africa were 
20th and 21st, Sweden and Finland were 1 and 2. Now, that was 
not just urban schools; that was rural schools and that was 
suburban schools. 

We all have to ask ourselves a question: What are we doing 
with the power that we have? Are we t~ying to make a meaningful 
difference? I am saying to you that I believe that this particular bill 
- and this is just my jud-ment as one person who has one vote - 
in my judgment, Mr. Speaker, I believe that this particular bill 
gives an oppomity. No, it is not going to solve poverty; it is not 
going to solve racism; it is not going to solve hunger. It is not 
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going to solve all those other kinds of things that I heard people 
talk about; it is not going to solve any of them. But guess what, 
Mr. Speaker? I would hope that guess what it is going to solve? , 
It is going to say to 25,000 people in that system, it is going to say 
to a school board, it is going to say to a superintendent, guess 
what? There is a new world today; there is a new world. We, 
Democrat and Republican, black and white, rural, urban, and 
suburban, are no longer going to play business as usual, because 
I would hope my members - and I am going to speak to my 
members for a second - because I hope my members understand 
that there are a lot of things in this bill: basic ed subsidy, special ed 
subsidy, nonpupil transportation, community college, and 
assistance for special districts. So it is not just Philadelphia. There 
are a lot of issues in this bill. So I heard all this debate about 
Philadelphia, but there are a lot of issues that affect us all that are 
in this bill. 

So in closing, Mr. Speaker, I would hope, I would just hope one 
time, one time we just let ourselves loose, we just liberate 
ourselves, and we try to do what I would call the right thing, 
because voting for this bill, in my view, Mr. Speaker, would be the 
right thing. I just hope one time we put aside the party differences, 
the philosophical differences, and we stand up, because I know we 
are capable of doing that. I have watched it over the years, and I 
am saying to you, Mr. Speaker, I think we are capable of makimg 
a difference. I hope we support this bill. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 
The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Greene, 

Mr. DeWeese. 
Mr. DeWEESE. What art thou that usurps this time of night? 

The Philadelphia School District. 
The gentleman who preceded me to the microphone is correct 

that there are many things in this proposal that are worthy, many 
things in this proposal that should be adopted. The gentleman from 
Lancaster a few moments ago proposed a methodology whereby 
we could embrace these worthy initiatives and deal with the 
Philadelphia School District later in April and in May and in June. 

Again, at night, without due committee deliberation, our 
General Assembly is bemg negated and forsaken and vitiated and 
lessened as a whole. Any of you who serve on the Education 
Committee, especially those of you in the majority who are so 
acquiescent tonight, should be ashamed of yourselves. This is an 
incredible event tonight. 

When the gentleman in the back row or near the back row tried 
to change, alter, molest the Philadelphia police pension system 
months and months and months ago, we thought that was 
calamitous, but you shoved it down our throats. You mandated to 
the mayor and to the city council and to the governing body in 
Philadelphia what they would do with their own police pension 
system. This comes from a group of people, preeminently the 
Republican Party in the legislature, who has fought so strenuously 
against mandates. 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman yield. 
Conferences on the floor will please break up. Members will 

please take their seats. 
Mr. DeWeese. 
Mr. DeWEESE. And yet tonight the long arm of the State 

government is about to mandate to the city of Philadelphia and to 
the School Dismct of Philadelphia, so those of you who are against 
mandates are tonight again, l i e  you did with the police pension 
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system in the city of Philadelphia, mandating. So do not ever, ever 
come on this floor and talk disingenuously about mandates. Your 
words will be hollow. 

The absolute power of the Secretary of Education over the 
Philadelphia School District tonight may be one of our districts 
tomorrow night. Local control is being abrogated. There are no ifs; 
there are no ands; there are no buts. Philadelphia's local control is 
being sundered by this action tonight. 

There will be five people - five people - not elected people, 
and if only three of them show up to do their job that day, a 
quorum ofthree people - three people - will be able to decide the 
fate of 217,000 children in the city of Philadelphia. Make no 
mistake about it: We are making a drastic change tonight. 

Audits wiil be let without bid, according to this program. 
Subcontracting and for-profit entities possibly running the schools 
is about to happen. 

The chief executive ofticer, appointed by the Secretary of 
Education, has extraordinary power, Mr. Speaker, and that is one 
of the reasons I will not vote to concur tonight - this is in review, 
and it is brief, because I am ready to close my remarks -but the 
chief executive officer will be able to fue professional employees 
at will. 

Mr. Speaker, may I have some order, please, especially from 
staff? 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman yield. 
Members of staff not involved in the tinal debate on 

concurrence will please take seats, and discussions on the floor 
will please cease. Members in the vicinity of Mr. DeWeese and 
shortly in the vicinity of the majority leader, I would ask that they 
contain themselves. That is especially distracting, and it is 
unintentional but distracting. 

Mr. DeWeese. 
Mr. DeWEESE. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
In summation, one of the most aggressively antagonistic aspects 

of this proposal tonight is the sheer abundance of power that is 
reposited in this group of five people, four of them appointed by 
the Governor and one by the mayor. Again, that seems l i e  
ravaging of local control and ravaging of the mayor's ability to 
involve himself or herself at this time or in the future with the 
governance of their school. But this group of five folks who will 
be running the show, so to speak, in Philadelphia will be able to 
fue professional employees at will; schoolteachers fued at will. 
These folks are not elected, but yet they are going to be fuing 
teachers at will. They can close down neighborhood schools at 
will. 

Again, these people are not elected, not elected like where you 
live and where I live, where we live, but appointed people f ~ g  
teachers, closing schools, and then hiiring managers or 
administrators without certification. These are incredible steps that 
we are raking tonight - people without the proper credentials that 
we have so strenuously developed over the years for our 
Department of Education fuing teachers, hiring administrators 
without credentials. And then -and again, this is over my head, 
but again, you folks who serve on the Education Committee should 
be aghast at this -this group of five people, appointed people, are 
going to be setting curriculum, allocating resources, implementing 
testing. We do not know who these people are. 

And again, I do not know what the rush to jud,ment is tonight. 
The gentleman, Mr. Cowell, probably the most knowledgeable 
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person on educational matters in this room tonight, after over two 
decades as a leading advocate on the Education Committee, had no 
idea what was in this proposal as of lunchtime, but yet, with 
inexorable enthusiasm, the Republican leadership team bas 
decided to bring it to the fore. 

I stress, as I relinquish the microphone tonight, Mr. Speaker, the 
nonelected chief executive negotiating collective-bargain'mg 
agreements, nonelected people in the city of Philadelphia, 
appointed by the Governor, one by the mayor, liring teachers at 
will, h i i g  uncertified administrators, is at least, is at least 
something that the Education Committee should have been able to 
discuss for a few weeks, that our caucuses should have been able 
to discuss for a few hours on a few different days. I just thii that 
the Pennsylvania General Assembly is doing a disservice to itself 
tonight and most especially not just to our process but to the city 
of Philadelphia. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 
The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Philadelphia, 

Mr. Perzel. 
Mr. PERZEL. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Representative Evans, well done. 
I hope in a year we can look hack as a body and say we made 

the difference, a positive difference, in a child's life, Mr. Speaker. 
I would l i e  to thank the members of both sides of the aisle for 

their help with this particular piece of legislation. It has been 
difficult. I know that it has made a number of members upset, and 
I am sony about that. But it is a major change; it is radical. 

We are hoping that every kid in the Philadelphia system can 
achieve based on the things we are doing here tonight, and that is 
the only thing we care about here this evening, are the kids. This 
will allow the schools to make sure that those who want to learn 
can learn; those who need help will get the help. 

This is a vote for the children of the city of Philadelphia and 
the children of Pennsylvania, and I would urge a "yes" vote, 
Mr. Speaker. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 

On the question recurring, 
Will the House concur in Senate amendments to House 

amendments ? 
The SPEAKER Agreeable to the provisions ofthe Constitution, 

the yeas and nays will now be taken. 

~ d o l p h  Fargo 
Allen Feese 
h a l l  Fichter 
Armmong Fleagle 
Baker Flick 
Bard Fonier 
Barley Gannon 
B m  Geist 
Battisto Gigliotti 
Be~inghoff Gladeck 
Birmelin Godshall 
Boscola G ~ ~ P P O  
Bmwne Habay 
Bunt Harhai 
Chadwick Harhart 
Civera Hasay 
Clark Hennessey 
Clymer Herman 
Comell Henhey 

Maitland Saylor 
Major Schroder 
Markosek Schuler 
Marsico Semmel 
Masland Serafini 
Mayernik Seyfert 
McGeehan Smith, B. 
McGill Smith, S. H. 
Mcllhanan Snyder, D. W 
Mcllhinney Stain 
McNaughton Steil 
Micazzie Stem 
Miller Stevenson 
Nailor Strittmaner 
Nickol Taylor, E. Z 
One Taylor, J. 
Perzel True 
P~PPY Vance 
Platts Waugh 

Comgan Hess Raymond Williams, A. H. 
Cov Hutchinson Readshaw Wilt 
~ a k y  Jadlowiec Reber Wogan 
Dallv Kaiser Reinard Wrieht M. N. 
Dempsey 
Dent 
DiGiroiamo 

Kemey Robinson y e i c i i  
Krebs Rohrer Zimmerman 
Lawless Ross Zug 

Druce Leh Rubley 
Egolf Lucyk Sainato Ryan, 
Evans Lynch Sather Speaker 
Fairchild Maher 

Belardi 
Belfanti 
Bishop 
Blaum 
Boyes 
Butkovitz 
Buxton 
caltagirone 
Cappabianca 
Cam 
Carone 
casorio 
Cawley 
Cohen, L. I. 
Cohcn, M. 
Colafella 
COlaia0 
corpora 
Cowell 

Dermody 
DeWeese 
Donatucci 
Eachus 
Gearge 
Gordner 
Gruim 
Haluska 
H m a  
Horsey 
Itkin 
James 
Jarolin 
Josephs 
Keller 
Kirkland 
LaGrotta 
Laughlin 
Lederer 

Lloyd 
Manderino 
McCall 
Melio 
Michlovic 
Mundy 
Myers 
O'Brien 
0 1 % ~  
Oliver 
Pesci 
Petrarca 
Petrone 
Pistella 
Preston 
Ramos 
Rieger 
Roberts 
Roebuck 

Santoni 
Shaner 
Staback 
Steelman 
Stetler 
SNrla 
s u m  
Thomas 
Tigue 
Travaglio 
Trello 
Trich 
Van Home 
Veon 
Vitali 
Walko 
Washington 
Williams, C. 
Woinaroski 

CUT Leswvitz Rooney ~ o i n ~ b l o o d  
DeLuca Levdansky 

NOT VOTING4 

Bebko-Jones Scrimenti Tangreni Tulli 
Phillips 

The majority required by the Constitution having voted in the 
affirmative, the question was determined in the affirmative and the 
amendments to House amendments were concurred in. 

Ordered, That the clerk inform the Senate accordingly. 

The SPEAKER. There will be no further roll-call votes. 

SENATE MESSAGE 

AMENDED HOUSE BILL RETURNED 
FOR CONCURRENCE AND 

REFERRED TO COMMITTEE ON RULES 

The clerk of the Senate, being introduced, returned HB 2361, 
PN 3423, with information that the Senate has passed the same 
with amendment in which the concmence of the House of 
Representatives is requested. 

The SPEAKER. Tomorrow is a voting session; tomorrow is a 
voting session. 
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DEMOCRATIC CAUCUS I ADJOURNMENT 

The SPEAKER. Mr. Cohen. 
Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, I would like to remind members that 

there will be a caucus at 10:30 tomorrow to go over tomorrow's 
calendar. 

The SPEAKER. When we adjourn for the evening, the 
adjournment message will be until 11 a.m. tomorrow. 

The Democrats will meet at 10:30 a.m. tomorrow in the 
Democrat caucus. 

REPUBLICAN CAUCUS 

The SPEAKER The Republicans will meet at 10:30 a.m. in the 
majority caucus room. 

VOTE CORRECTIONS I 
The SPEAKER. The lady, Ms. Boscola For what purpose does 

the lady rise ? 
Ms. BOSCOLA. On SB 494, the motion to suspend the mles to 

consider amendment 2155 and amendment 2156, I was not 
recorded, and I would like to be recorded in the affmative. 
Thank you. 

The SPEAKER. The remarks of the lady will be spread upon 
the record. 

The lady, Ms. Washington, from Philadelphia. 
Ms. WASHINGTON. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
On HB 2281 my switch malfunctioned, and I would l i e  to be 

voted in the negative. 
The SPEAKER The remarks of the lady will be spread upon 

the record. 
Any further corrections ? 

BILLS SIGNED BY SPEAKER I 
Bills numbered and entitled as follows having been prepared for 

presentation to the Governor, and the same being correct, the titles I - 
were publicly read as follows: I 

An Act amending the act of June 23, 193 1 (F.L.932, No.3 17), entitled 
The Third Class City Code, defining delinquent local taxes as thirty days 
after the final deadline for paying the taxes. 

SB 509, PN 536 

The SPEAKER. Does the Republican leadership have any 
further business or announcements? Does the Democratic 
leadership have any business or announcements ? 

Hearing none, the Chair recognizes the lady from 
Allegheny County, Miss Jane Orie. 

Miss ORE. Mr. Speaker, I move that this House do now 
adjourn until Wednesday, April 22, 1998, at 1 l a.m., e.d.t., unless 
sooner recalled by the Speaker. 

On the question, 
Will the House agree to the motion? 
Motion was agreed to, and at 10:04 p.m., e.d.t., the House 

adjourned. 

An Act amending rhe act of Jme 23, 1931 (P.L.932, N0.3 17). entitled 
The Third Class City Code, repealing provijiona relating to redemption 
oilands b! owner or anyone interesrrd in sa~d lands. 




