
COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA 

LEGISLATIVE JOURNAL 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 21,1995 

SESSION OF 1995 179TH OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY No. 78 
I 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
The House convened at 1 1  a.m., e.s.t. 

THE SPEAKER (MATTHEW J. RYAN) 
PRESIDING 

PRAYER 

The SPEAKER. The prayer will be offered today by the House 
Chaplain, the Reverend Kenneth E. Shaffer. 

RF.VFKENU SHAFFbR. Betbre we pray, I would like to say 
thank you for the privilege that has been mine. Thank you. 
Mr. Speaker, for the invitation, and I will know how to pray better 
for you folks hcrc and the things you are dealing with. 

REV. KENNETH E. SHAFFEK, Chaplain of the House of 
Representatives, fiom Seneca, Pennsylvania, offered the following 
prayer: 

Shall u e  pray: 
Wonderful, wonderful Lord, we come before You today with 

thanksgiving. We think of the words of the psalmist who said, 
"I u'ill sing of the (mercies of the Lord forever, and with my mouth 

As we come to You today, we want to remember the 
member-elect, Mr. John Myers, who is going to be sworn in as a 
member of the House. 0 Dear God, we pray that You would just 
touch him, that You would grant wisdom to him and give him 
courage to represent his people in a noble and honest way, that 
You would just guide him so that he would conduct his life in such 
a manner that his people would not be ashamed of him and not to 
bring disgrace to the government. Minister to him. May he be 
encouraged in times of discouragement, and may he accept 
seriously these vows that are taken to serve You to the best of his 
ability. 

1 pray for each member of this House today as they go home to 
their homes and families. A time of getting together, may it be a 
gracious time, a time of pausing long enough to ponder how good 
You have been and that we can never, never express enough 
appreciation for all that You do for us. 

May Your will be done in this meeting today and in this 
Assembly today. We ask that You would just undergird and 
minister to each member of the House that they would have the 
wisdom necessaly for the hour and the things which they face, and 
we are going to praise You and thank You again, in the name of 
the one who is the way, the truth, and the life. Amen. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

will I ~nnake known Thy faithfulness to all generations." 
! (The I'ledge of Allegiance was rccited by members and 

You have heen so good to us. We look back over thc past and visitom,, 
up to the present and complain about so many things, and yet You 
keep blessing us, keep loving us. 

We thank You tior this season of the year, Thanksgiving, but, JOURNAL APPROVAL POSTPONED 
oh, may it hc more than a day, a day that is set aside. May we in 
our lives learn to be thankful daily. 

Wc are thanking You today for the ability to have ears to hear, 
eyes to see, a tongue to communicate, feet to walk. lungs that 

The SPEAKER. Without objection, the approval of the Journal 
of Monday, November 20, 1995, will be postponed until printed. 
The Chair hears no objection. 

should have, many times raping the land and not treating one 
another as Fair and equal. Forgive us. Somcho\\. Lord. in thesc 
days it seems that \be have rc~noved the landmarks and we are 

breathe - oh, we have so much to thank You for - a mind and a 
will that u e  can make choiccs. 

We are praising You this morning for the fact that as privileged 
to bc- born in America. we sing "God Bless America," and certainly 
You have blessed this Nation, and we havc not appreciated it as we 

groping so Inany areas, values, and I \\auld pray today that there 
\bould he. beginning in this place. a rea~vakening. a regrasping of 
balucs and standards that will restore our strccts lo safety and 
men's lives would he changed, that this \\auld be a hctter State: 
Fathcr. that this place. this State, could be a11 example to our 
Nation. How we thank You. 

JOURNAL APPROVED 

The SPEAKER. Without objection, the Journal for Tuesday, 
May 2. 995, wil l  stand approved, The Chair hears none, 

HOUSE BILLS 
INTRODUCED AND REFERRED 

No. 2224 By Representatives LAWLESS, PFSCI, NYCE, 
IIARIIART, ti. Z. TAYLOR and COLAFE'LLA 

An Act repealing the act of Dscernber 16, 1988 (P.1..1259, No.l55), 
known as the ilrban and Rural Teacher Loan Forgiveness Act. 

I Referred to Committee on EDUCATION, Novc~nber 21, 1995. 
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No. 2225 By Representatives CLYMER, COLAIZZO, 

PHILLIPS, LEDERER, MAITLAND, BARD, McGEEHAN, 
STERN, MARKOSEK, MANDERINO, GORDNER, BUNT, 
WALKO, STABACK, THOMAS, MASLAND, YOUNGBLOOD, 
SAYLOR, BELARDI, READSHAW, CORRIGAN, FEESE, 
DEMPSEY, HERSHEY, FARMER, TRELLO, GEORGE, 
E. Z. TAYLOR, DeLUCA, DiGIROLAMO, TIGUE, KING, 
LAUGHLIN, TRUE, RUBLEY, ADOLPH, BOSCOLA, 
HALUSKA, LEVDANSKY, RAMOS, SHEEHAN, OLASZ, 
TRICH and CNERA 

An Act amending Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) of the 
Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes, further providing certain immunity 
to individuals who provide limited volunteer medical professional care. 

Referred to Committee on JUDICIARY, November 21, 1995. 
w 

No. 2230 By Representatives PISTELLA, M. N. WRIGHT, 
READSHAW, TRELLO, CORRIGAN, FAJT, TIGUE, BELARDI, 
DeLUCA, GODSHALL, M. COHEN and RICHARDSON 

An Act providing for certain health insurance benefits to aid the health An Act amending the act of June 13, 1967 (P.L.31, No.211, known as 
and well-being of mother and child following the birth of a child. the Public Welfare Code, providing for payment of the cost of burial of 

indigent wrsons in State institutions. - .  
Referred to Committee on INSURANCE, November 21, 1995. ‘J I Referred to Committee on HEALTH AND HUMAN I SERVICES, November 21, 1995. 

No. 2226 By Representatives PISTELLA, E. Z. TAYLOR 
KUKOVICH, WALKO, STABACK, PETTIT, LUCYK, 
YOUNGBLOOD, ROBINSON, THOMAS, TRELLO and 
M. COHEN 

An Act amending the act of July 28. 1953 (P.L.723, No.230), known 
as the Second Class County Code, further providing for the membership 
of boards of managers for monuments and memorials to war veterans. 

Referred to Committee on VETERANS AFFAIRS AND 
EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS, November 21, 1995. 

No. 2227 By Representatives PISTELLA, ROONEY, 
TRELLO, CORRIGAN, BELARDI, GEIST, STEELMAN, 
DeLUCA, GODSHALL, M. COHEN, SERAFINI, 
YOUNGBLOOD, STERN, BATTISTO and WOGAN 

An Act amending Title 23 (Domestic Relations) of the Pennsylvania 
Consolidated Statutes, further providing for the liability of parents for the 
tortious acts of their children. 

No. 2231 By Representatives FAJT, BELARDI, MARKOSEK, 
RUBLEY, READSHAW, SCHRODER, E. Z. TAYLOR. 
DiGIROLAMO, L. I. COHEN. CLARK. CARONE. CORRIGAN. 
DeLUCA, BATTISTO, SAYLOR, STEELMAN, J. TAYLOR, 
TRICH, M. COHEN, WALKO, RAYMOND and . 
CAPPABIANCA 

An Act amending Title 18 (Crimes and Offenses) of the Pennsylvania 
Consolidated Statutes, providing for the offense of purchase or 
consumption of cigarettes by minors; further providing for fi~rnishing 
cigarettes or cigarette papers and for predisposition evaluation. 

Referred to Committee on JUDICIARY, November 21, 1995. 

No. 2232 By Representatives FAJT, MARKOSEK, BROWNE, 
DeLUCA, BATTISTO, JOSEPHS, SCRIMENTI, VAN HORNE, 
WAUGH, TRELLO, KUKOVICI-I, TANGRETTI, THOMAS, 
STEELMAN, TRICH, BOSCOLA and CAPPABIANCA . 

~ ~ f ~ ~ ~ d  to ~~~~i~~~ on JUDICIARY, ~~~~~b~~ 21, 1995, 

No. 2228 By Representatives PISTELLA, ROBINSON, 
TRELLO, CORRIGAN, STABACK, TIGUE, BELARDI, 
GODSHALL and M. COHEN 

November 21,1995. 

An Act limiting contributions and expenditures associated with 
political campaigns; imposing penalties; and making a repeal. 

w 

Referred to Committee on STATE GOVERNMENT, 
November 219 1995. 

An ~ c t  amending the act of July 26, 1961 (P.L.887, No.382). entitled, 
as amended, "An act relating to the satisfaction of mortgages in counties 
of the second, second A, third, fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh and eighth class 
by the recording of a satisfaction piece, prescribing forms therefor, and 
fixing fees for the recording thereof," further providing for the satisfaction 
of mortgages. 

Referred to Committee on LOCAL GOVERNMENT. 

No. 2229 By Representatives PISTELLA, FARGO, 
M. N. WRIGHT, ROONEY, READSHAW, TRELLO, 
CORRIGAN. STABACK. TIGUE. BELARDI. GEIST. DeLUCA. 

NO. 2233 BY Representatives FAJT, READSHAW, SHANER. 
LAUGHLIN, ITKIN, TIGUE, YOUNGBLOOD, ROBINSON, 
STEELMAN. M. COHEN, THOMAS and RAMOS 

‘rr 
An Act amending the act of December 13. 1988 ( P L I  190, No.146), 

known as the First and Second Class County Property Tax Relief Act. 
providing for dissemination of income tax data to counties of the tirst and 
second class. 

GODSHALL, M. COHEN, YOUNGBLOOD, HFSS and 
BATTISTO 

Referred to Committee on URBAN AFFAIRS, November 21, 
1995. 

No. 2234 By Represe~itatives McGEEHAN, COY, SEMMEL, w 
LEDERER, L. I. COHEN, MELIO, E. Z. TAYLOR, MICOZZIE, 
BROWNE, PETTIT, KELLER, BELARDI, NAILOR, TRUE, 
OLASZ, DeLUCA, DiGIROLAMO, THOMAS and J. TAYLOR 
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An Act amending 'Title 75 (Vehicles) of the Pennsylvania 
Consolidated Statutes, further providing for penalties for driving without 
a license. 

Referred to Committee on TRANSPORTATION, 
November 21, 1995. 

SENATE MESSAGE 

HOUSE BILL - - -  - ~~ 

CONCURRED IN BY SENATE 

The clerk of the Senate, being introduced returned HB 490, 
PN 518, with information that the Senate has passed the same 

No. 2235 By Representatives McGEEHAN, LEDEREQ without amendment, 
YOUNGBLOOD, READSHAW, TANGRETTI, MICOZZIE, 
BROWNE, DeLUCA, M. N. WRIGHT, DiGlROLAMO and I 
J. TAYLOR I SENATE MESSAGE 

An Act amending Title 75 (Vehicles) of the Pennsylvania 
Consolidated Statutes, providing for the confiscation of motor vehicles in 
certain cases. 

Referred to Committee on TRANSPORTATION, 
November 21, 1995. 

No. 2236 By Representatives BROWNE, DENT, DEMPSEY, 
BROWN, SATHER, ROONEY, EGOLF, FARGO, SAYLOR, 
BAKER, PLATTS, MERRY, GODSHALL, CORKIGAN, 
MICOZZIE, ITKIN, MAITLAND, FAJT, WAUGH, SCHRODER, 
THOMAS, TIGUE, STABACK, TRELLO, STEELMAN, 
J. TAYLOR, MILLER and MICHLOVIC 

An Act amending Title 18 (Crimes and Offenses) of the Pennsylvania 
Consolidated Statutes, providing for an additional fine for crimes 
committed with tirearms. 

Referred to Committee on JUDICIARY, November 21, 1995. 

HOUSE RESOLUTIONS 
INTRODUCED AND REFERRED 

No. 255 By Representatives GEORGE, PESCI, GIGLIOTTI, 
ROONEY, ITKIN, M. COHEN, FARGO, READSHAW, 
MUNDY, OLASZ, KIRKLAND, DONATUCCI, BOSCOLA, 
HALUSKA, LYNCH, STERN and SURRA 

A Resolution directing the Environmental Resources and Energy 
Comminee of the House of Kepresentatives to review the historical 
development and current status and implementation of regulations 
pursuant to the Clean Air Act Amendments. 

Referred to Committee on RULES, November 21, 1995. 

No. 256 By Representatives MAITLAND, NICKOL, 
FLEAGLE, FARGO, E. Z. TAYLOR, GEIST, SAYLOR, 
WAUGH, PLATTS, HERSHEY, VANCE, FARMER, RUBLEY, 
BAKER, HENNESSEY, PETTIT, LAUGHLIN, CORRJGAN, 
SERAFINI, LYNCH. TRELLO, MILLER. PISTELLA, MERRY 
and BARD 

A Concurrent Resolution memorializing Congress to enact legislation 
to further protect the eligibility of volunteerr in nursing homes and other 
assisted-living institutions. 

Referred to Committee on INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
AFFAIRS, November 21, 1995. 

ADJOURNMENT RESOLUTION 
FOR CONCURRENCE 

The clerk of the Senate, being introduced, presented the 
following extract tkom the Journal of the Senate, which was read 
as follows: 

In the Senate 
November 20, 1995 

RESOLVED, (the House of Representatives concurring), 
That when the Senate adjourns this week it reconvene on Monday, 
December 4, 1995, unless sooner recalled by the President Pro Tempore 
of the Senate; and be it funher 

RESOLVED, That when the Senate adjourns the week of 
December 4, 1995, it reconvene on Monday, December 11, 1995, unless 
sooner recalled by the President Pro Tempore of the Senate; and be it 
further 

RESOLVED, That when the House of Representatives adjourns this 
week it reconvene on Monday, December 11, 1995, unless sooner recalled 
by the Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

Orderej, That the clerk present the same to the House of 
Representatives for its conculTence. 

On the question, 
Will the House concur in the resolution of the Senate? 
Resolution was concurred in. 
Ordered, That the clerk inform the Senate accordingly. 

BILLS REPORTED FROM COMMITTEES. - --- ~ 

CONSIDERED FIRST TIME, AND TABLED 

HB 1256, PN 2828 (Amended) By Rep. WOGAN 

An Act establishing a demonstration tax-free development zone 
program; providing for a land value tax and for businesses that qualify for 
tax exemptions; and requiring audits. 

URBAN AFFAIRS 

HB 2097, PN 2829 (Amended) By Rep. BUNT 

An Act amending the act of December 7, 1982 (P.L.784, No.225), 
known as the Dog Law, further providing for law enforcement dogs and 
for the Dog Law Advisory Board; and providing for annual reports. 

AGRICULTURE AND RURAL AFFAIRS 
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HB 2140, PN 2674 B y  Rep. BUNT 

An Act amending the act o f  July 7, 1994 (P.L.421, No.70). known as 
the Food Act, further providing for adulterated food. 

AGRICULTURE AND RURAL AFFAIRS. 

B y  Rep. MICOZZIE 

An Act amending the act o f  October 15, 1975 (P.L.390, No.1 l I ) ,  
known as the Health Care Services Malpractice Act, further providing for 
liability insurance and the Medical Professional Liability Catastrophe 
Loss Fund. 

INSURANCE. 

An Act amending the act of July 10, 1981 (P. L. 234. No. 76). entitled 
"Donated Food Limited Liability Act," further providing lor delinitions 
and for charitable or religious organization immunity; and providing for 
wildlife donated as food. 

SB 511, PN 1592 (Amended) B y  Rep. BUNT 

AGRICULTURE A N D  R U R A L  AFFAIRS 

I 

FILMING PERMISSION 

The SPEAKER. The Chair advises the metnbers that 
permission has been granted to John Sanks o f  channel 6, 
Philadelphia, to take video proceedings o f  the swearing-in 
ceremony. 

I have given special permission to Mr. Sanks to take his camera 
up to the lower station in front o f  the rostrum. 

RESIGNATION OF MEMBER 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is i n  receipt ot'a communication 
from the gentleman, Mr. Piccola, which w i l l  be read b y  the clerk. 

The following letter was read: 

House o f  Representatives 
Commonwealth o f  Pennsylvania 

Harrisburg 

November 20. 1995 

The Honorable Matthew J. Ryan, Speaker 
House o f  Representatives 
Room 139 
Main Capitol Building 

Dear Matt. 

As a result o f  mv election to the Senate o f  Pennsvlvania. I find i t  

Thank you and thanks to my colleagues in the House for many 
courtesies over the years. I look forward to working with you and them as 
a member o f  the "other body." 

Sincerely, 
Jeffrey E. Piccola 

The SPEAKER. The Chair acknowledges, with regret, the 
communication from the gentleman, Mr. I'iccola. 

The House w i l l  he temporarily at ease until the various guests 
have been seated. 

The House w i l l  come to order. 
W i l l  the gentleman, Mr. Zug, come to the rostrum. W 

EASTERN LEBANON COUNTY 
MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS PRESENTED 

The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the gentleman. Mr. Zug. 
Mr. ZUG. Thank you, Mr.  Speaker. 
I t  gives me great honor today to bring a group of students from 

Eastern Lebanon County Middle School, o f  which I an1 an alumni, 
- 

who have distinguishcd the~nsclvcs nationally, and I have a citation 
which I am going to read and then present ti) the students. 

I t  says: 

WHEREAS, A group o f  lour students irom 
Elco Middle School won tirst place in the 
national "Diplomatic Resolution. It's the 
Solution" contest sponsored by Ingenius; and 

WtIEREAS, The winners, Jenna Lloycr, 
Zachary Cook, Krndra I'ciiTer and 
Brett Scipioni are students in Jalncs Krall's 
sixth-grade current events social studies class. 
Their entry placed tirst among lnorr than 
six hundred entries from studcnts in grades five 
through twelve. 

These sixth graders, ladies and gentlemen, competed nationally 
with students who were juniors and seniors i n  high school and heat . 
them. 

During their presentation, the Elco tcaln 
introduces the three tribes involvcd in the 
lighting in Rwanda, along with background 
information on each tribe .... 

NOW THEREFORE. The House o l  
Representatives of the Commonuealth o i  
Pennsylvania congratulates Jenna Hoyer. 
Lachary Cook, Kmrll-a PcifTkl- and Brett 
Scipioni on llir great honor \\hich has hern 
bestoued upon ihem: lhranily cmnlmcnds them 
for their ahility, dedication and til.eless piil-soil 
o f  excellence; oflicrs best wishes lor continwd 
success in all h t r~ r r  endeavors .... 

necessary to submit herewith my resignation as a member of the Ilouse 
of ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ t ~ t i ~ ~ ~  effective at I:OOPM on ~ ~ ~ ~ d ~ ~ ,  ~~~~~h~~ 21, 1995. And i t  directs that a copy o f  this cilation. sponsored hy me. hc 

M v  service o f  al~nost 19 vears in this institution. an honor bestowed g i w n  to them and their school. Thank you. 1 
upon me by the voters o l  the 104th Legislative Distlict, has been an 
invaluable experience which despite many frustraticlns I will cherish all 
o f  my life. 
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FILMING PERMISSION 

The SPEAKER. The Chair adviscs the members that 
permission has been given to Herbert Burch, a photographer who 
is accompanying the memhcr-elect, Mr. Myers, to take 
photographs on the floor. The gentleman, Mr. Burch, will be 
advised with respcct to our House rules of not taking pictures of 
the two boards. 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY MR. NYCE 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman, Mr. Nyce. 
Mr. NYCE. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
I have some information for the members regarding 

Representative G ~ p p o ' s  condition. I would like to report to the 
members that he is in Hamisburg Hospital and that he is resting 
comfortably and undergoing tests related to his blood pressure 
problenl, but he wanted the members to know that, and he expects 
to be back as quickly as possible. 

Thank you. Mr. Speaker. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 

BILL SIGNED BY SPEAKER 

Bill numbered and entitled as follows having been prepared for 
presentation to the Governor, and the same being correct, the title 
was publicly read as follows: 

An Act amending thr act of January 8, 1960 (1959 P.L.2119, No.787). 
known as the Air Pollution Control Act, exempting certain portions of 
highways in second clars townships frum dust control measures. 

Whereupon, the Speaker, in the presence of the House, signed 
the same. 

GUESTS INTRODUCED 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is pleased to welcome to the hall of 
the House today, as the gucsts of Representative Dermody, 
guest pages who are students from Riverview High School in 
Oakmont. They arc here on the floor of the House. They are 
here with their adviser, Mr. Gordon Knapp. The students are 
Ivy Gentile, Anthony Lascola, Edward Lightcap, Rebecca Roach, 
and David Terebessey. Would the students and their adviser please 
rise. 

SPECIAL ORDER OF BUSINESS 

SWEARING IN OF NEW MEMBER 

The SPEAKER. Membcrs and guests will plcase he seated. 
The Sergeant at Arms will advise the members of the House 

\ L ~ U  are not seated to take their seats for the induction ceremony of 
the gentleman, Mr. Mycrs. 

Withuut objection. the House will now take up as a special 
order 01' husirless the swearing in of Representative-elect 
John Myers. The Chair hears no objection to this. 

RNAL - HOUSE 2219 

ELECTION RETURNS PRESENTED 

The SPEAKER. The Chair at this time recognizes the 
Sergeant at Arms of the House. 

T'he SERGEANT AT ARMS. Mr. Speaker, the Secretary of the 
:ommonwealth, the Honorable Yvette Kane. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes Secretary Kane. 
Mrs. KANE. Thank you. 
Mr. Speaker, it is my honor to present to this body the returns 

)f the special election held November 7, 1995, in the county of 
'hiladelphia. That election was for the office of Representative in 
he General Assembly in the 201st District. I would also present to 
IOU the cenification of campaign expense reporting compliance in 
:onnection with that election. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks Secretary Kane. 
The clerk will read the return. 

The following election returns were read: 

COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA 

'OTHE HONORABLE SPEAKER AND MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE 
I F  REPRESENTATIVES OF 'THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE 
'OMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA, GREETINGS: 

have the honor to present the returns of the Special Election for 
<epresentative in the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of 
'ennsylvania held in the Two Hundred and First Legislative District, 
IS the same has been certified to and filed with my oftice by the 
'hiladelphia County Board of Elections. John Myers, having received the 
~ighest number of votes in the Special Election, and having complied with 
he provisions of Anicle XVI of the Pennsylvania Election Code 
jertaining to Primary and Election Expenses, was duly elected a 
Iepresentative in the General Assembly. 

(SEAL) IN TESTIMONY WHtREOF, I have 
hereunto set my hand and the seal of my 
office at the c~ty of Harrisburg, this 
twenty-first day of November in the year of 
our Lord one thousand nine hundred and 
ninety-five and of the Commonwealth the 
two hundred and twcnt~eth. 

Yvene Kane 
Secretary of the Commonwealth 

SPECIAL ELECTION 
REPRESENTATIVE IN THE GENFRAI. ASSEMBLY 

201ST LEGISLATIVE DISTRICT 
COUNTY OF PHILADELPHIA 

NOVEMBER 7, 1995 

TOTAL 
VOTES 

:epublican - Dorothy Reid 
)emocratic - John Myers 
~benarian - Philip J. Janusz 
Jyner For Representative - Veronica Joyner 



LEGISLATIVE JOURNAL - HOUSE NOVEMBER 21 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
Department of State 
Bureau of Commissions, Elections and 
Legislation 
11121195 

CERTIFICATE ON ELECTION EXPENSES 

COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA 

COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA, GREETINGS 

In accordance with the provisions of Section 1632(b) of the 
Pennsylvania Election Code [25 P.S.Q;3252(b)], I do hereby certify that the 
candidate who was elected to the State House of Representatives from the 
201st District in the Special Election held November 7, 1995, John Myers, 
has filed all of the reports and statements of contributions and 
expenditures required by the provisions of Article XVI of the 
Pennsylvania Election Code entitled "Primaly and Election Expenses." 

(SEAL) Witness my hand and the seal of my office 
this twenty-first day of November, 1995. 

Yvette Kane 
Secretaty of the Commonwealth 

COMMITTEE TO ESCORT 
MEMBER-ELECT 

The SPEAKER. The Chair appoints the majority leader, the 
gentleman from Philadelphia, the Honorable John M. Perzel, and 
the Democratic floor leader, the gentleman from Greene County, 
the Honorable H. William DeWeese, to escort the member-elect to 
the well of the House for the purpose of taking the oath. 

John, I was worried they were not going to be able to find you 
there for a moment. 

OATH OF OFFICE ADMINISTERED 

The SPEAKER. The oath of office required by Article VI, 
section 3, of the Constitution of Pennsylvania to be taken by 
members of the General Assembly will be administered by the 
Honorable Marsha Stewart, district justice, Dauphin County, 
Pennsylvania. 

DISTRICT JUSTICE STEWART. Repeat after me, please. 
I, John Myers, do solemnly swear that I will support, obey, and 

defend the Constitution of the United States and the Constitution 
of this Commonwealth, and that I will discharge the duties of my 
office with fidelity. 

(Member asserted oath.) 

DISTRICT JUSTICE STEWART. Congratulations 

The SPEAKER. John, at this point we are going to allow you 
to return to your seat by yourself. We are afraid the majority and 
minority leaders might lead you astray, and at that point 
appropriate remarks will be made. So you may return to your seat 
on the floor as a member of this House. 

REMARKS BY SPEAKER 

The SPEAKER. I, John, on behalf of the members of the 
House, am pleased to welcome you to the hall of the House. 

Today is a special day for you as you join your colleagues here j 
to work for the good of the people. It is special because it is the day 
you will take an oath and did take an oath to preserve, protect, and 
to serve. It is special because you are joined here by your family 
and friends. It is special because today when you are sworn in, as 
you have been, all of us here will mark this solemn event not only 
with thoughts of wishing you well but also with thoughts of our 
good friend and colleague, David Richardson, whom we lost in 
August, whose spirit and legacy of commitment and dedication 
will be with us always. w 

If I may, I would like to take the liberty to offer some advice. 
As a longtime friend to David and many other public servants from 
Philadelphia, you have earned a reputation for tenacity and the 
ability to overcome adversity. You have served and you have 
shown yourself to be a tighter - a trait I admire and we all admire. 
However, as you now embark on your journey as a legislator and 
a lawmaker, you must realize that success in this endeavor hinges 
in knowing when to fight and when to negotiate, when to hold your 
ground no matter what and when to give ground in order to gain 
small but significant victories. 

Very few legislators are known for big victories. Most are 
known for their day-in, day-out performances in meeting the needs 
of their constituents and for the careful and thoughtful 
consideration they give to the thousands of votes that they cast. 
Attention to these matters are, in my judgment, the true measure of 
being a worthy member of this great institution. 

You follow in the footsteps of a giant of a man, 
Dave Richardson. While difficult shoes to till, I join the electorate 
of the 201st District in having no doubt whatsoever that you are up 
to that task and will represent them to the utmost of your ability. 

Again, I want to congratulate you. I want to sincerely welcome 
you to the Pennsylvania House of Representatives and predict a 
bright future for you, a beginning of new friendships, a beginning . 
of history for you and your family, some members of whom I now 
count as a friend, and I would like to include you in that group. 
Thank you very much. . 

GUESTS INTRODUCED 

The SPEAKER. Mr. Myers, prior to asking the ]majority leader 
and the Democratic floor leader to make remarks, I would 
appreciate it if you would take the microphone and introduce your 
family to us. w 

Mr. MYERS. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
The SPEAKER. It is something I should have done while you 

were here and you could see just where they were sitting. 
Mr. MYERS. Yeah. 
The SPEAKER. If you would feel better, you can comc on up 

here again and do it. There we go. 
Mr. MYERS. Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and to my colleagues 

on both sides of the House, good morning. To my family and lily 
friends and my supporters, good morning. 4 

First, I would like to take this opportunity to thank thc Speaker 
of the House, who graciously and with courage called for the 
special election to insure that the people in the 20lst District will 
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continue to be sewed in a timely, effective manner. Thank you, 
Mr. Speaker. 

It is going to probably seem like a filibuster. 1 have got almost 
300 people here. 1 did not want to start off like this. 

My wife Joyce; my son Shamari; my Aunt Bobbie; my sister 
Gwen; my brother Eric and my brother David, who both work here 
in the House, and my brother Chip, who works for the city of 
Philadelphia; my nieces Romaine and Cheray; my nephew 
Anthony; my niece Erin; my niece Monifa, two Monifas, she and 
her mother; Buttons; Marion; Raheem; Baby Sis; Neevy; Doris; 
Gramps; Tony; Elsie and Richard Wadell; Ernestine Wadell; my 
little brother Darrell; Maryanne, my sister - I am looking around 
- my Aunt Came and my Uncle Percy from Towson, Maryland; 
my Aunt Ozzie and Uncle John; Erica, David, and Felicia Myers; 
my Uncle Clifford; my cousins Michelle and Sheny; her husband 
Craig; Rita Smith; Gail and Herb Banks; Calvin Robinson, 
Dave's uncle; Pam, Dave's cousin; Chryle and Nikki Richardson, 
Dave's daughters; my sister-in-law Pat - I am trying to see who I 
am missing - Donna Reed-Miller, city councilpenon for the 
8th Councilmanic District. 

I am going to try to expedite this process for the sake 
of time, and what I will ask is that all the members of the 
United Progressives and the Gemantown Settlement please stand. 
Cheryl, you can stand up; Cheryl. All the members of the 
Northwest Action Committee and the Marshalls please stand. 
Dr. and Robbi Altemor, one of my mentors and my Preceptor 
through my master's program. Mary Lawton, my finance director. 
Mary, I hope you kept me out of trouble. Tasha; Alice Reed; 
Linda; Dodie Dow; Frank Jones; the staff of the 201% 
Aunt Harriet1 and Marion; Ann Shank. Who am 1 missing? The 
rest of my supporters in the back. All of you seated in the back, 
stand up, please. Ann Greffily. 

David Preston Richardson's mother, Elaine, could not make it 
today; Mom, who is here with us in spirit, who supports us, who 
has embraced our vision and our mission, who 1 arn sure all of us 
understand is having a hard time dealing with this tragic situation 
that we are now faced with or were faced with and that she 
presently is faced with. I would just like to say here on the floor for 
Mom Richardson, Mom, that we are going to do the best that we 
can to insure that we serve the people so that Dave's name will not 
bc taken in vain. 

I would like to again thank all of you here, all of you who 
came. You can take your seats now. I know you all want to sit 
down. 

My collcagues on both sidcs of the House, I have been told a 
thousand times today that thc honeymoon will he over tornomow. 
To the extent I can have an intluence on that, that would not 
necessarily be true. To the extent that we can work together, 1 
certainly feel that I \vould try to embrace those principles and those 
ideas that can in tict scrve our people. If we operate on thosc bases 
and do not allow personalities to get involved, we can take care of 
business. 

Thank you very much again. Mr. Speaker, for alloning me this 
tllile. 

The SPEAKER. After hearing all of the family intn~duced, I 
understood \ ~ h y  \&e lost. 

REMARKS BY MAJORITY LEADER 

The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the majority leader, 
Representative Perzel. 

Mr. PERZEL. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
After seeing all of the friends, family, and supporters here, he 

must have saved a lot of money on the street operation on election 
day, that is for sure. 

John, unfortunately, the honeymoon will probably be over later 
on today. 

It is interesting. When I went over to the other side of the aisle 
to bring you down, I was asked by Representative James if 1 would 
like to join the other side of the aisle. I am not going to do that, hut 
I was bom in Germantown Hospital, in your legislative district, so 
I welpome you to the hall of the House of Representatives. 

I would like to extend congratulations and welcome to the 
gentleman from Philadelphia, Mr. Myers, to this House of 
Representatives. As an activist and community advocate, he knows 
Philadelphia and the problems it faces. As a friend and longtime 
supporter of Dave Richardson, he knows the legacy that Dave left 
behind and the impact that Dave Richardson had on his city and on 
this State. 

I know that Mr. Myen will represent the residents of the 
201st Legislative District very well. We may be on different sides 
of the aisle, the political sides of the aisle, but I look fonvard to 
working with you, Representative Myers. And I wanted you to 
know that my door is always open, and as I found out, a number of 
the Democrat doors are open, too, so I will be around to see you. 

Good luck. Congratulations. 

REMARKS BY DEMOCRATIC LEADER 

~h~ SPEAKER.  he Chair recognizes the Democratic 
floor leader, M ~ .  D ~ w ~ ~ ~ ~ .  

M,, D~WEESE.  M ~ .  speaker,  ti^^ stewart - welcome, 
justice, to our chamber - John, David's family, John's family, and 
the whole galaxy of philadelphians who have journeyed up the 
turnpike to be with us, to celebrate with us, because today is a 

1t is a celebration of life retrospectively and 
poignantly prospectively; it is a celehration of our future as a 
chamber in this hall. 

Forty-five thousand people were slaughtered in the Balkans in 
the last 4 years, and 7,000 miles south in the heart of Africa in 
~ ~ ~ ~ d ~ ,  somewhere between 550 and 575,000 people were cut 
down by machetes.  cross the planet of 5 billion people, only 

17 percent of that number have a chance to celebrate like 
john Myers3 friends and family have done today. 

our democracy, from fissure to fissure and from flaw to flaw, 
cont~nL,es to endure, and it endures because of people like those of 

,ho are gathered here ~ i ~ h ~ ~ d ~ ~ ~ ' ~  friends and family 
and John's friends and family a s se r t ing  the~nselves robustly into 
the political fray. No one, no one would like to have the mantle of 
responsibility cast upon their shoulders in the same way that John 
has had it cast upon his. 

In April of 1945, Hany Truman, I am sure, had a similar 
moment of perplexity and discomfiture and conhsion when he 
realized that he had to take up that baton of leadership. When the 
guns blazed in Dallas in 1963, a similar moment took place on an 
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God called David Richardson, but that mission has not changed. 
We have got a guy with us, I might add to my colleagues 

Dan S u m  and Bob Belfanti and the inimitable Linda Behko-Jones, 
1 want you all to know that we have a guy in our midst who is a 
politician's politician, and I say that word with reverence. 

"Politician" has been denigrated and defamed and taken 
through the mud in many years, but one thing Perzel and DeWeese 
agree upon is that I believe the word "politician" should be a lofty 
term; it should be a term of respect, and I am sure that 
Donna Reed-Miller thinks it is a term of respect, because 
DonnaReed-Miller's campaign was galvanized by John Myers just 
as David Richardson's early campaigns in the incipient moments 
of his public career were galvanized by this young man, not only 
with an undergraduate degree but with a master's degree, a 
master's degree. 

airplane at an airport outside the city, and another American took 
up for one who had been gathered unto his fathers. 

And even in our own hall right here, Bob Wright, a Republican, 
took up the mantle of leadership from Art Earley, a Marine Corps 
pal of all of ours, especially Speaker Ryan and myself, who died 
prematurely during the early years of my service. I am sure that 
Bob Wright, when he was sworn into our chamber- As I look 
across the aisle, I see many of my senior Republican fnends who 
remember his service very well, who would not have wanted to 
have taken the seat in the legislature the same way Bob did from 
Art. But John Myers understands, Mr. Speaker, that what we do 
here is not about a person; it is about a mission. Unfortunately, 

He worked in a mental health setting and he directed 
transportation and other endeavors, and sometimes we gloss over 
working for mental health agencies. It is a pretty downright 
challenging job and it is not very glamorous. 

He has worked his way up through bureaucracies and political 
organizations, and he celebrated a friendship. He lived, ate, 
slept, breathed a boyhood friendship with David Richardson - 
David Richardson, the fire-breathing, ambulatory declaration of 

I request a leave for the gentleman tiom Northampton County, 
Mr. GRUPPO, for the day. 

The SPEAKER. Without objection, the leave will be granted. 
The Chair recognizes the gentleman, Mr. Itkin. 
Mr. ITKIN. Mr. Speaker, I request leaves of absence for the 

gentleman from Fayette, Mr. SFIANER; the gentleman from 
9 

Butler, Mr. TRAVAGL10; the gentleman from Westmoreland, 
Mr. MIHALICH; the gentleman from Allegheny, Mr. OLASZ, for 
today's session. Thank you. 

The SPEAKER. Without objection, leaves will be granted. The 
Chair hears no objections. 

independence that we eulogized not that long ago - and now his 
sidekick, his pal, his buddy from Philadelphia is here to take up 
that baton. 

Napoleon Bonaparte once observed that every corporal, every 
corporal, has a field marshal's baton in his knapsack. We all have 
that ability to reach back, take that baton, and lead our regiments 
forward. Well, his regiment is here today, his fighting battalions 
are here today from Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 

And,so, John, I welcome you to our midst as a Democrat. A 
Democrat, for all of those who may have forgotten their early 
history, "demo crat," people rule. It is a Greek fusion of two words, 
"demo crat," people rule. We shall he involved successfully with 
people like John Myers. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

The SPEAKER. It is too special an occasion for me to reply, 
but he knows I am about to. 

The Chair at this time would like to extend the thanks of the 
House to District Justice Stewart for her services and her part 
in the swearing-in ceremonies today. Thank you very much, 
District Justice. Without you this could not have happened. 

L E A V E S  OF ABSENCE 

Tne SPEAKER. Now, at this time the Chair returns and we will 
take leaves of absence. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman, Mr. Barley. 
Mr. BARLEY. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

M A S T E R  R O L L  C A L L  

The SPEAKER. The Chair is about to take today's master roll 
w 

call. Mr. Myers, this will he your first official vote. The members 
will proceed to vote. 

The following roll call u a s  recorded: 

Adolph Durham I.loyd Santoni 
Al lcn Egolf  I.uryk Sathw 
Argall Evans I.ynch Saklor 
Armstrong Fairchild Maitland Schrodcr 
Baker Fajt Major Schuler 
Hard Fargo Mandrrino Scrimellti 
Harley 
Batti510 
Bebko-Jones 
Belardi 
Belfanti 
Birmelin 
Bishop 
Rlaurn 
Roscola 
Bovcs 

l.'armrr 
Fccse 
Fichter 
Fleagle 
Flick 
Gamble 
(iannon 
Grist 
Geocgc 
<;ieliotti 

Hrown (iladeck 
Browne Godshall 
Runt Gordnrr  
Butkovitr Gruitra 
Buxton I lahay 
Caltagirone Haluska 
Cappahianca Hanna 
Cam Ilarhart 
Carone Hasay 
Cawley Ilmncsse) 
Ch id r i ck  Herman 
Civrra Ilershcy 
Clark bless 
Clymer Iiorsey 
Cohen. L. I .  Hutchinsnrl 
Cohen. M. Itkin 
Colafclla Jadlorirc 
Cola iuo James 
Conli .lardin 
Cornell .loscphs 
Corpuiit Kaiser 
Corrigan Kellcr 
Co~h'cll Kennuy 
Coy Kin? 
Cur? Kirkl;tnd 
Ualey Kichs 
Del.oca K u k w  ich 
D r m p s q  I .a(imtta 
L)ml L.ai~ghlio 
Dermod) I.au less 
OrWrese l ederer 
I)iCiirolamn l.eb 

Markohok 
Marsico 
Masland 
Mayernik 
McCali 
McGerhan 
McGi l l  
Mel io 
Merry 
Michlovic 
M icou ie  
Mil lcr 
Mondy 
Myers 
Nailor 
Nickol 
N)ce 
O'Brien 
Oliver 
l'em1 
I'ssci 
Pstrarca 
Pstrons 
I'cllit 
I'hillips 
I'iccols 
I'ihtella 
I'ilts 
Plntts 
I '~~~t ,>, ,  
Ktirm,s 
I(n) nlond 
I<uadsha\r 
!Reher 
llcinanl 
l<ic$cr 
Kohcrl, 
Kohinson 
Kucbuck 
Rohl-rr 
K"lil7t) 
Rohle? 

Scmmel 
Scralini 
Shcchun 
Smith. B.  
Smith, S. 11. 
Snyder. I). W. 
Srahack 
%airs 
Stcelrn;m 
Slr i l  

Wriplil. I). I<. 
Ml.iglr1. M .  N. 
Yc\\cic 

1 
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Uonarucci I.CSCOY~IZ Kudy Ryan, 
Uruce I .cvdansky Sainato Speaker 

NOT VOTING4 

Gruppo Olasr Shs~m Ttavaglio 
Mihalich 

RULES COMMITTEE MEETING 

The SPEAKER. There will be an immediate meeting of the 
Rules Committee at the majority leader's desk. 

BILL ON CONCURRENCE 
REPORTED FROM COMMITTEE 

HB 1238, PN 2850 (Amended) By Rep. PERZEL 

An Act amending 'Titlcs 24 (Education) and 71 (State Govrrnment: 
of the Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutcs, amending and adding certair 
detinitions; amending and adding provisions regarding the annual 
compensation limit and other matters under the Internal Rel'enue Code 01 
1986 applicable to the system which affect member and school employer 
contributions to the Public School Employees' Retirement Fund and the 
Slate Employees' Retirement Fund; rc\,ising provisions relating tc 
annuitants of the Public School Employees' Retirement System or the 
State Employees' Retirement System who return to school service or Statf 
service; making conforming amendments; providing for other purposes: 
and making a repeal. 

RULES 

BILLS REPORTED FROM COMMITTEE, 
CONSIDERED FIRST TIME, AND TABLED 

HB 928, PN 2847 (Amended) By Rep. SFRAFWI 

An Act amending thc act of April 12, 1951 (P.L..YO, No.2I), known 
as the [Liquor Code, delining "catering hall"; and providing for the 
issuance ofrestaurant liquor licenses to cavring halls. 

LIQUOR CONTROL. 

HR 2014, PN 2848 (Amended) By Rep. SERAFINI 

An Act amending the act of April 12, 195 I (P.I..')O, Nu.21). known 
as the Liquor Code. providing for the exchange of hotcl liquor licenses. 

LlQlJOR CONTROL. 

HB 2195, PN 2849 (Amended) By Rep. SERAFINI 

A n  Act amending the act of April 12. 1951 (P.l.90. No.21). known 
as the Liquor Code, Surthrr probiding Sor unlawfi~l advertising and 
providing additional penalties. 

LIQUOR CONTROL. 
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BILL REREPORTED FROM COMMITTEE 

HB 552, PN 2846 (Amended) By Rep. SERAFINI 

A n  Act amending the act of April 12, 1951 (P.L.90, No.21). 
known as the Liquor Code, reducing the amount of gross sales of food for 
Sunday sales permit. 

LIOUOR CONTROL 

REPUBLICAN CAUCUS 

The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the gentleman, 
Mr. Fargo. 

Mr. FARGO. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
The Republican members will caucus at I o'clock in the 

majority caucus room. We will then come back at 2 o'clock to 
continue the session. Thank you. 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY MR. MYERS 

The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes our new member, 
Mr. Myers. 

Mr. MYERS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to announce to my 
guests that at the close of this morning's session, we are going to 
go to the St. Moritz for a reception. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman, Mr. Myers, has invited his 
guests from the Philadelphia region to join him for a reception at 
the St. Moritz, which is I believe across the street tiom the 
Main Capitol Building, is it not? 

Mr. MYERS. That is correct, Mr. Speaker, and of course any 
nembers of the House also. 

The SPEAKER. Oh, you do not want them over there. They 
will ruin it on you. Besides, we are having, in your honor, a 
reception in room 60 of the East Wing for the members only, all 
nembers, both Republican and Democrat, in room 60, that we 
aould expect you to stop by and visit with us for a little while 
3efore joining your guests at the St. Moritz. 

Mr. MYERS. I will certainly be there, Mr. Speaker. 
The SPEAKER. Thank you, sir. 

DEMOCRATIC CAUCUS 

The SPEAKER. Mr. Cohen, for the purpose of a caucus 
Innouncement. 

Mr. COHEN. That is right, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, the Democrats will caucus at 1:30 p.m.; 

1 :30 p.m.. 1)emocratic caucus. 
The SPEAKER. Mr. Fdrgo, would it be possible to put your 

:aucus hack 15 minutes, 20 minutes? 
Mr. FARGO. That will be tine. Mr. Speaker. We will caucus 

henat 1:15. 
The SPEAKER. The Republicans will caucus at 1:15. 

The Democrats will caucus at 1:30, and we will retum to the floor 
tt 2 o'clock. 



RECESS 

The SPEAKER. Do the Republican or Democratic floor leaders 
have any further business? Any futher committee announcements, 
reports ? 

Hearing none, this House will stand in recess until 2 p.m., 
unless sooner recalled by the Chair. 

RECESS EXTENDED 

An Act amending the act of February 1, 1966 (1965 P.L.1656, 
No.581). known as The Borough Code, providing for adoption of property 
maintenance regulations and standard codes; and eliminating provisions 
for milk inspection. w 

Whereupon, the Speaker, in the presence of the House, signed 
the same. 

SUPPLEMENTAL CALENDAR A 
The time of recess was extended until 2:30 p.m. I RESOLUTION PURSUANT TO RULE 35 

AFTER RECESS I Mr. HENNESSEY called up HR 257, PN 2827, entitled: 

I A Resolution observing Nov. 1995 as "Native American Heritage 
The time of recess having expired, the House was called to Month" in  

order. I On the question, 
Will the House adopt the resolution? 

ADDITIONS AND DELETIONS OF SPONSORS 
The following roll call was recorded: 

The SPEAKER. The Chair acknowledges receipt of' additions - 
and deletions for sponsorships of bills, which the clerk will file. I YEAS-197 

(Copy of list is on file with the Joumal clerk.) 

SENATE MESSAGE 

SENATE RECEDES FROM AMENDMENTS 

The clerk of the Senate, being introduced, informed that the 
Senate has receded from its amendments nonconcurred in by the 
House of Representatives to HB 701, PN 773. 

Ordered, That the clerk return the same to the House of 
Representatives with the information that the Senate has passed the 
same without amendments. 

SENATE MESSAGE 

AMENDED SENATE BILLS RETURNED 
FOR CONCURRENCE AND 

REFERRED TO COMMITTEE ON RULES 

The clerk of the Senate, being introduced, informed that the 
Senate has concurred in the amendments made by the House of 
Representatives by amending s a ~ d  amendments to SB 476, 
PN 1590; and SB 578, PN 1591. 

Ordered, That the clerk present the same to the House of 
~e~resentatives '  for its concurrence. 

BILL SIGNED BY SPEAKER 

Bill numbered and entitled as follows having been prepared for 
presentation to the Governor, and the same bcing cor~ect, the title 
was publicly read as follows: 

Adolph 
Allen 
Argall 
Armstrong 
Baker 
Bard 
Barley 
Battisto 
Behko-Jones 
Bclardi 
Belfanti 
B i m ~ c l i n  
Bishop 
Nlaurt~ 
Borcola 
B o y s  
Bmwn 
Rruwnr 
Bunt 
Bu tkov i t~  
Bunton 
Caltagironc 
Cappabianca 
Carn 
Caronr 
Cawlsy 
Chadwic!. 
Ci\era 
Clark 
Clylner 
Cohm. L.  I .  
Cohn,, M .  
Colakl la 
Cola ino 
C ~ n t i  
Corncll 
Corpora 
Corrigan 
Conel l  
Cu) 
Curq 
Dale) 
L>el.ocn 

Durham 
Egolf 
Evans 
Fairchild 
Fajt 
Fargo 
Farmer 
Fcew 
Fichtcr 
1:ieaglc 
Flick 
Ga~nblc 
(iunnon 
Geist 
George 
Gigliotli 
Gladcck 
Godshall 
(iordncl. 
Gru i tm 
Hahay 
Haluska 
Hanna 
liarhurl 
I lasa) 
Hmnessr) 
Hcmman 
Hcrrhc) 
Hess 
Horse) 
IluIchins<n 
Itkin 
Jedlo\+icc 
.18111~1 

.lamlin 
Jiacphs 
Ki i i lcr 
Kcllcr 
Kcnnc) 
K ing 
Kirkland 
Kwhs 
Kuko \ i c l~  

l l o y d  Sathrr 
1.ucyl Saylor 
Lynch Schrodrr 
Mailland Schuler 
Major Scrimenti 
Mandrr im Suminel 
Markorck Scrafini 
Marsico Shcrhan 
Mailand 
,,+; ‘lycrnlk 

MfCal l  
McGechan 
Mc<ii l l  
Mel io 
Merry 
Michlovic 
Micorr i r  
Mi l ler 
Mundy 
M)ers 
Nailor 
Nickol 
Nyce 
O'l lr ie$i 
Oliver 
P~.r/rl 
Pcsci 
I'C~I.CII 
I'c~To,,~ 
I'ettil 
l'bill~ps 
Pislclla 
l'itt5 

l'1~115 
I 1 ~ ~ e s t ~ ~ 1  

I<alno\ 
Ka)>llond 
ftc;,<l,l,:,\, 
ltuher 
1Relnnl.d 
1lic.a- 
Robot\ 
I<ohinso!\ 

Smith. H .  
Smith. S. I ! .  
Sn!dcr. D .  W. 
Stahack 
Svairs 
Slui.lin;m 
Stcil 
Slcrn 
Svtler 
Stish 
S t ~ i t l ~ ~ a t t ~ ' r  
St0l.iil 
Sunn 
l a ~ l g ~ c t l i  
Taylor, 1 .  7. 
'1'2,yI"~. J. 
I holmas 
1 igue 
Trello 
l'l-ich 
1'luc 

* 
lol l i  

\ )~, , ,CC 

Vill i i lolllc 
Vcon 
Viloli 
Wal!.i> 
M;~sliinylon 
\& illlfh 
M illi:,lll\ 
W<,F"" 
Woin~;th 

'3 

Wr~ght. 11 I< 
WIIPIII. M. li. 
Ycncic 
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Dempsey I.aGrotta Roebuck Youngblood 
Dent Laughlin Rohrer Zimmerman 
Dermody Lawless Rwney zu!2 
DeWcesc Lederer Rubley 
DiGirolamo Lch Rudy Ryan, 
Donatufci Lercovitr Sainato Speaker 
Druce Levdansky Santoni 

NOT VOTING4 

Gruppo Olasz Shaner Travaglia 
Mihalich 

The majority having voted in the affirmative, the question was 
determined in the affirmative and the resolution was adopted. 

CALENDAR 

BILL ON SECOND CONSIDERATION 

The following bill, having been called up, was considered for 
the second time and agreed to, and ordered transcribed for 
third consideration: 

REPORT OF 
COMMITTEE OF CONFERENCE 

Mr. PERZEL called up for consideration the following 
Report of the Committee of Conference on SB 282, PN 1563, 
entitled: 

An Act amending Title 18 (Crimes and Offenses) of the Pennsylvania 
Consolidated Statutes, defining "police off~cer"; defining "law 
enforcement officer" and "loaded" for purposes of the Uniform Firearms 
Act of 1995; further providing for cenain prohibited criminal conduct, for 
administration, for fees and for notification; prohibiting the provision of 
butane to minors; further providing for buying or exchanging Federal food 
order coupons, stamps, authorization cards or access devices and for 
fraudulent traffic in food orders; prohibiting the operation of cenain 
establishments; providing for local option; and making repeals. 

On the question, 
Will the House adopt the report of the committee of 

conference '! 

The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the gentleman, 
Mr. Godshall. 

Mr. GODSHALL. The Conference Committee Report on 
SB 282 was put together atier a solid 4 weeks of work. The 
conference report was put together with the full cooperation 
from the Governor's Office and the presence of Kathy Eakin. The 
State Police gave their hll cooperation. 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman yield. 
Members in the aisles, please take your seats. 
The gentleman, Mr. Godshall. 
Mr. GODSIIALL. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

As  I tried to say earlier, this conference committee report was 
a product of 4 weeks of intense negotiation with full cooperation 
from the Governor's Oftice and from the State Police, 
Representative Lloyd, Representative Phillips, myself, and 
Senator Fisher, Senator Fumo, and Senator Heckler in the Senate. 
It was signed by five members of that conference committee with 
the exception of Senator Fumo. 

What we tried to do with this conference committee report is 
clean up the loose ends, clean up a lot of the misinterpretation of 
Act 17 by the enforcement body, which was the State Police, and 
try to correct some of the actual problems that did exist in Act 17, 
and I am here to admit that. 

What we have done with this conference committee is try to 
clean up the areas which you have gotten complaints. We have 
cleaned up the areas which affected your gun dealers and your 
sporting goods stores. They were concerned about a burdensome 
paperwork and expensive paperwork requirement. That law 
required them within so many hours to send things, to send 
information, to the State Police by certified mail, also to their 
sheriffs. What we have done in this conference committee report 
is we have said that any mailings to the State Police are going to be 
done on a 14-day basis and they can be done by first-class mail. 

What we have also said is that on the purchase of handguns, 
where before Act 17 - and I know I would like to make it very 
clear - before Act 17, your firearm dealer filled out an application 
to purchase and then followed by an application of sale. We have 
now condensed that to one form with the conference committee 
report. The paperwork has been substantially reduced. 

There was another misinterpretation in the law that said that 
juveniles, young kids, when they engaged in hunting, trapping, 
target shooting, regulate their activities that maybe they could not 
go out with their parents and participate in those kinds of activities 
until they .were 18. We clarified that in this report by saying that 
any kind of activity such as that, this bill would not interfere with. 
That was taken care of 

We also said that since there was no mechanism in place to do 
a background check on long guns - that is, rifles and shotguns - 
since there was no mechanism in place to do that check a n d  the 
numbers and sales of long guns are someplace between 650,000 
and 750,000 a year - that we were going to delay a background 
check on such guns until September 1, 1997. We are most hopeful 
by that time that a background check will be in place or be shortly 
in place after that. 

We have also said in this bill there was a concern, but what 
happens if there is a computer breakdown, and this is after the 
instant check system is in place? We said that if a computer 
breakdown occurs and 48 hours have elapsed, then sales would 
continue by filling out paperwork and forms just like you did 
before the instant check was in place. 

What we have also done with this bill is enhanced the language 
and reinforced the language that no gun registration will take place 
with the passage of Act 17, and here is something that you really 
want to consider. Prior to Act 17 becoming law, which it is today, 
there was nothing in Pennsylvania statute that prohibited gun 
registration. That was prohibited in Act 17. With the conference 
committee report, we have enhanced that section. We said that if 
anybody - anybody - tries to keep a form and keep a gun registry, 
that the fine could be up to $250 per entry. So we have taken every 
possible precaution that no gun registry can happen with the 
passage of Act 17 or with the conference committee report. 
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What we have also done with this bill in the report is say tha~ 
we are going to form a select oversight committee. The oversigh~ 
committee would be made up of two memben from the House, t w c  
from the Senate, one from the Governor's Office, and one from the 
Attorney General's Office. They would have the job of overseeing 
Act 17. They would have thejob to see that the act and the intenl 
ofthe law is followed. They would be protecting your interests, mq 
interests, and the interests of our constituents. That oversigh~ - 
committee, again, is in place in this report with the full cooperatior 
of the Pennsylvania State Police. 

So at this point I am going to ask for a positive vote on the 
conference committee report. It addresses the problems you have 
had with your dealers, with your sportsmen; it addresses the 
concern about gun registly, addresses the concern aboul 
paperwork. It is a positive approach, and I am asking for you1 
support. Thank you. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Philadelphia County, Mr. Thomas. 

Mr. THOMAS. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, would the previous speaker stand f o ~  

interrogation? 
The SPEAKER. He indicates he will. You may proceed. 
Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, would you acknowledge-- 
Mr. GODSHALL. I did not hear the question. I was trying tc 

get my- 
The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman, Mr. Thomas, repeat his 

question. 
Mr. THOMAS. Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
I am asking, would you stand for interrogation on the 

conference report? 
The SPEAKER. Yes; he indicated that he would. Now, ga 

ahead with your interrogation, sir. 
Mr. THOMAS. My first question is, is it a fact that you were 

a prime sponsor, a primary architect, of Act 17 or legislation which 
subsequently became Act 17? 

Mr. GODSHALL. The answer to that is yes. A lot of that, as fa1 
as some of the parts of Act 17, a lot of the material in Act I7 really 
stemmed out of the Ryan Commission. but that is not what is 
before us right now. The conference comminee report is in front of 
us, not Act 17. 

Mr. THOMAS. The conference committee report rccom~nends 
changes to Act 17. Is that correct? 

Mr. GODSHALL. The conference committee report has made 
some changes and claritication into Act 17; that is correct. 

Mr. THOMAS. So that Act 17 is relevant. 
My second question, Mr. Speaker, is, I do not recall receiving 

any information from you, a prime architect of Act 17, regarding 
the need to make structural changes in Act 17 which is reflected 
through this conference report. Is that correct? 

Mr. GODSHALL. I think the changes and the need for some 
changes and clarification was evident with newspaper reports as far 
as sportsmen's concerns and as far as the concerns of dealers. 

Mr. THOMAS. But, Mr. Speaker, my question is, at what point 
following the passage of Act 17 did you, as an architect of Act 17, 
have questions about Act 17- 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman yield. 
There is entirely too ~nuch conversation on thc floor, The noise 

level is unacceptably high. 
Mr. Thomas. 
Mr. THOMAS. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
I concur with your conclusions about the noise le\'el. 

Now, going back to Representative Godshall. 
Mr. Speaker, I guess I should lay some groundwork for this, 

because I am just trying to figure out why we are nou, going back 
recommending changes to Act 17. That is what 1 arn trying to 
figure out and why these changes as opposed to some other 
changes, and that is why I am asking. And since you were one of 
the prime sponsors of Act 17 or the legislation which subsequently 
became Act 17, I do not recall ever recriving any questions or 
concerns from you regarding that act, and the act reflected some 
concerns that 1 have expressed to this body over the last several 
years about the increasing accessibility of guns throughout the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. So my concern is, at what point 
did you raise questions about a bill that you helped bring to 
fruition? v 

Mr. GODSHALL. It was evident to mc, after I read the 
State Police interpretation of the legislation, that additional clarity 
had to be met and also that there was a need for some changes in 
the act. I sent out a memo, which I have at my desk - I might have 
it here in this pile; I am not sure - at least 3 weeks ago that listed 
a number of areas that changes were required. I am sure some of 
the members probably have that with them today, and those issues 
that I raised, it was at least 3 weeks ago, have been addressed, you 
know, in this conference co~nmittee report. - 

I sent those to all members, by the way. 
Mr. THOMAS. Well, I never received that. The only 

correspondence that I received was from the Sportsmen's Clubs 
and the National Ritle Association ahout why Act 17 needed to be 
repealed. 

My second concein: You, in your outline of what is contained 
in the conference report, you indicated that Act 17, that registration 
would be exempted fio~n Act 17, or did I hear that correctly 7 

Mr. GODSHALL. Mr. Speaker. this was handed to me. 
This went to all House members from myself and 
Representative Phillips on October 18, 1995. The subject was 
clarifying language of Act 17 in the special session of 1995. It is 
a two-page memo, and it was sent through, you know, the 
Post Office to all the members. So it was out; 1 rcgrct that you did 0 

not get yours, but it was sent. 
As far as the registration, there was ne\,er any rcgistration in 

Act 17, nor does that exist today in the conference committee - 
report. 

Mr. THOMAS. Well, Mr. Speaker, from my reading of the 
conference committee report, the conference co~ii~nittee 
recommends substantive changes to thc law that is commonly 
referred to as Act 17. It goes i jr  beyond just clarilication. Is that 
correct? 

Mr. GODSHALL. In some areas that would probably he 
correct, and as I did say when I made my opening statement, there 
was clarification and solnc subscquent changes to the actual law, w 
and some of those changes \\ere absolutely necessary. 

Mr. THOMAS. But your memo only refers to claritication. 
Mr. Speaker, 1 mean, one ofthe most dilficult things that I have 

found, and that is being able to go hack and ~iiake subslantive 
changes to a lau that this body has passed in the ahsence of court 
intervention or in the absence of ovenbhelming crics from the 
Pcnnsylbania public requiring us to go back and mahe so~iic 
changes, and I amj i~s t  trytng to tigure out ho\\ in less than .XI days 
wc get to a dcteniiination that Act 17 requires mqjirr clat-ilication, 
or really, its reinterpretation, and ho~v did wc g t  to Act 17 
requiring structural and funda~nental changes to some 
reco~li~nendations that were made'? I cannot ligure i t  out. and I 
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would like for you to try to help me, walk me through, how did we 
get to the point where we are right now? 

Mr. GODSHALL. Mr. Speaker, I guess if you could give me 
a concrete example, you know, it would help, but in looking over 
this memo I sent out to all mcmbers on October 18, myself and 
Representative Phillips, everything that we addressed and 
practically everything in the conference committee report was in 

w e  me this memo. and it dealt with the paperwork. If you could &' 
a concrete example-- 

Mr. THOMAS. llcre is onc example. 
Mr. GODSHALL. Okay. 
Mr. THOMAS. The conference com~nittec report makes 

specific recommendations regarding the registration and 
availability of so-called long weapons. Is that correct? Thc 
shotguns, the rifles. 

Mr. (iODSIIALL. There was never any registration of rilles 
and shotguns contcmplatcd. 

Mr. THOMAS. No; I am not necessarily talking about 
registration. What I am saying is that the conference committee 
report makes a spccilic recommendation with respect to long 
weapons that is different from what is contained in Act 17. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like ibr thc Keprescntative, the 
I)cmocratic Representative, to come and help me ifhe would went 
to help somebody. 

Mr. GODSHALL. On thc question- 
The SPEAKER. Did the gentleman. Mr. Thomas, address the 

Chair? 
Mr. THOMAS. No; that was just a side comment, Mr. Speaker. 

I am sorry. 
The SPEAKER. This is a nonpartisan bill - a bipartisan bill, if 

you will. 
Mr. THOMAS. Well, I gucss it might look like that, but I am 

trying to get some understanding. 
Mr. Speaker, the conferencc co~nrnittce report makes specific 

recommendations as it relates to so-callcd long guns - rifles, 
shotguns. Is that correct'! 

Mr. GODSHALL. That is correct. 
Mr. THOMAS. That recommendation is different from what 

was contained in Act 17. Is that correct? 
Mr. CiODSHALL. That is correct. 
Mr. TIIOMAS. Question: Why arc we nou going back and 

tampering with the availability of shotguns, rifles, other long guns 
diRerently than we did when we passed Act 17? What is the public 
policy outcry that mandates that we go back and [make changes 
with rcsprct to long weapons'? 

Mr. CiODSIjALL. Right non,  Mr. Speaker, there is no 
mechanism in place, there is absolutely no rnechenism in place to 
do the background checks on long guns. Right now we are doing 
backgn~und cltccks and have sincc I believe 1936 on handguns, 
and there are about 250,000 of thosr a ycar. In essencc. it is 
practically a ]manual chcck. We have found out that we cannot go 
through a background check on essentially a manual basis on the 
sale of' 650,000 to 750,000 long guns a year without totally 
hogging down the system and making those checks conic into 
place possibly 2,  3. 4, or maybe 6 months atier the gun is 
purchased, pickcd up, and taken away. There is no mechanism in 
place. We arc not backing otl'a rccord check of long guns. In fact, 
Mr. Speakcr. I had in place an instantaneous-rccord-chcck hill for 
the last 7 years. I t  contained all guns. I at11 not hacking of of that 
commitment, hut right now there is no mechanism in placc. 

In fact, I had been given this yesterday. The Governor's Office 
says approximately $6 million has been placed in reserve for the 
purchase of a new computer mainframe; the present system is 
saturated and old. Until that mainframe is purchased and the data 
is put together, you know, we will have essentially a manual 
system. 

In this bill, if you read the bill, it talks about an instantaneous 
background check. If you arc doing a background check 2, 3,4, 5, 
and 6 months atier the fact, you have destroyed the whole system. 
It no longer becomes an instantaneous system. With the computer, 

1 thc computer will absolutely not handle the volume that we are 
talking about here. That is thc only reason for the delay in the 
background-check section of the long guns. 

Mr. THOMAS. Well, Mr. Speaker, did we not know that when 
we passed Act 17? 

Mr. GODSHALL. I was told that last year. I really did not 
helievc it to be the case, but I round it to he the case. 

Mr. THOMAS. Was not a fiscal note provided to Act 17, and 
were there not moneys appropriated for the implementation of 
Act 17? 

Mr. GODSHALL. I do not know. There probably was a 
fiscal note with Act 17. You know, I do not have it. Act 17 was a 
Senate bill; it was my bill, but it came over from the Senate, and, 
you know, I do not have that fiscal note. 

Mr. THOMAS. Secondly, Mr. Speaker, would you explain the 
conference committee report with respect to concealed weapons'? 

Mr. GODSHALL. The conference committee specifically- 
You k n o ~ ,  I am not sure specifically what you are asking me there. 

Mr. THOMAS. Well, there was a section of Act 17 that deals 
with concealed weapons, and the conference committee report 
seems to speak to some degree about concealed weapons. 

Mr. GODSHALL. The only change that I know of pertaining 
to concealed weapons is that we did make a change based on the 
reciprocity, that a petson who has a gun permit, a right-to-cany 
permit in Ohio andlor Maryland, traveling through Pennsylvania, 
would be allowed to carry that gun based on that pennit, you know, 
through our State in his own car, not on his person but in his car, 
as Keprcsentative Phillips reminded me. Other than that, I have no 
knowledge of changing- I cannot at this point recall any other 
changes. 

Mr. THOMAS. Well. one of the things that was recommended 
during the discussion period around Act 17 and from what I 
understand might have cven come up in the conference report, and 
that is that it appears as though the conference report is really 
diminishing thc effect of Act 17 rather than enhancing the effect of 
Act 17, and, I mean, I am sure that members are clearly aware of 
the Fact that Act 17 cffeclively killed- 

The SPEAKEK. The gentleman will yield. 
llas the gentleman concluded his interrogation and is now 

speaking on the question ofconcurrence? 
Mr. THOMAS. No, Mr. Speaker. 
The SPEAKER. Well- 
Mr. THOMAS. I haw not concluded the interrogation. 
The SPI-IAKER, u n d e r  this debate that you are presently 

engaged in, you should be interrogating, not debating. If you have 
questions, you ask your questions. Do not speak generally on the 
subject. Ask the questions that you are trying to seek the answers 
to and then make your statement in conclusion. 

Mr. THOMAS. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, why does the conference committee report 

address the issue of concealed weapons? 
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nothing but frustrate the good public policy that was outlined in 
Act 17. Thank you. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the lady, Mrs. Brown. 
Mrs. BROWN. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
I respectfully rise in opposition to SB 282, the report of the 

conference committee. 
The problems that exist with the Commonwealth's firearms 

laws will not go away. Merely tinkering with those laws through 
so-called technical amendments such as those contained in SB 282 
will not solve the problem. 

There are a number of troubling issues raised by SB 282. I will 
address these individually, as follows: 

First, the bill defines a "loaded firearm" to include any pistol 
which uses a detachable magazine, as long as the magazine 
contains ammunition and is carried in the same container or 
compartment as the pistol. In a later section, the bill declares that 
the offense of carrying a loaded weapon in a vehicle without a 
concealed carry license would be graded as a felony of the 
third degree. This penalty is too harsh. 

Since there is no definition of "container" or "compartment," 
it is entirely conceivable that a constituent in one judicial district 
could remove the magazine from his gun, place the gun in a 
Tupperware container on the front seat, put the magazine on top of 
the Tupperware, and a judge would find him innocent of the 
aforementioned offense. 

In another judicial district, a constituent could remove the 
magazine from his gun, place the gun in an open gym bag in the 
hatchback of his car, put the magazine in an open box on the floor 
under the dash, and face a fine of up to $15,000 and up to 7 years 
in prison. This is ridiculons. 

Second, the bill would allow an individual prohibited from 
possessing firearms up to 60 days to transfer any guns which he 
owns to another person not residing in the same household. It is 
inherently unfair that residents of the same household are 
prohibited from purchasing those fireanns. 

I t  is legitirnatc to deny the right to own a firearm to a criminal. 
It is not legitimate, however, to deny the constitutional right to own 
a firearm to that person's spouse, children, or parents simply 
because they live undcr the same roof. Does the son have to pay for 
thc sins of the father? Under SB 282, he does. 

Third, under SB 282. once thc instantaneous background 
system is in place, if the system should ever fail for a significant 
period, fireanns dcalers \zould hc prohibited from selling any 
firear~ns for 48 hours. Anyone \zho has had any expericnce with 
computers can tell you that just like any other machine, they break, 
hut each time this computer breaks- 

Thc SPEAKER. Will the lady yield. 
The conferencc in the rear of thc hall, please brcak up. 
The lady may procced. 
Mrs. HKOWN. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Each time thc computer hrcaks, every tirearms dealer in 

Pennsylvania could lose up to 2 days' worth of income. Ifit breaks 
dorm the week before deer scason opens, as computrrs ofien do 
during periods of heavy activity. I \zould guess that our district 
oltice phones hill he ringing off the hook. 

Fourth, the new pn~cedures for individuals involunturily 
committed to mcnlal institutions arc a step in the right direction, 
but thc language is st~ll too sloppy to distingu~sh hetween 
approprlatr and inappropriate cases for thc loss ofthe right to keep 
and bear anns. 
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Fifth, SB 282 does make an effort to amend Pemsylvania's 

firearms law to avoid a system of registration for purchasers of 
long guns, and that is commendable. 

I would like to spend a little hit of time talking to you about 
registration in this bill. At the same time, the bill just requires a 
new form to be used as part of a new handgun registry system. It 
replaces the old ill-advised handgun registration system with a new 
ill-advised handgun registration system. 

The argument by some that this is not a "registration of gun 
ownership" is pure semantics. The basis for a comprehensive 
system of handgun registration is included in the recordkeeping 
requirements of SB 282. Despite protests to the contrary, if it walks 
like a duck and it talks like a duck, it is a duck, or in this case, it is 
handbun registration. 

Even though the information and the forms would differ from 
previous law concerning handgun sales, SB 282 would create a 
registry system similar to the one noted by the Superior Court in 
Commonwealth v. Corradino. In that case, the court considered the 
same sort of information-gathering system that would be put into 
place by SB 282. The court explained the enforcement of firearms 
prohibitions was carried out through a system of registration under 
section 61 11, designated and designed to uncover information 
about those who seek to acquire firearms. SB 282 would make a 
few changes but would implement the same basic registration 
system. 

Sixth, the bill would require firearms dealers to supply the 
police with records of long gun sales, including the unique 
approval number supplied by the instant background check, prior 
to the implementation of the instant background check. Firearms 
dealers would be prosecuted for violating Commonwealth law for 
failure to provide the State Police with an approval number which 
the State Police failed to give to the dealers in the first place. 

Seventh, and finally. SB 282 does not deal with a number of 
other problems created by Act 17, including penalties for lending 
a firearm to a friend while at the shooting range, the loss of the 
right to purchase firearms because of convictions for driving under 
the influence, and the new fees which place an unfair burden on 
firearms purchasers. 

Pennsylvania gun owners demand and deserve principled 
representation. I have been working with them to do just that. 
SB 282 is only a Wand-Aid on a gaping wound and does not correct 
a number ofproblems that exist in Pennsylvania tirearms laws. 

If there was a hole in your roof, would it do any good to try to 
fix only a small part of the hole? No, it would not. You would still 
wake up in the middle o f a  thunderstorm and be soaking wet. This 
is the problem with SB 282. Let us not waste our time on 
temporary cures; let us use the momentum created by Act 17 and 
pass firearms legislation that is fair to all and provides safety for 
all. 

If we are going to fix the prohle~ns created by Act 17, then we 
should do it right. This time, SB 282 does not do this. 

I am working with the grassroots, mainstream sports men and 
wolnen and gun ownerc They are farmers, business owners, union 
workers, rich, poor. rural, and urban. These groups want and 
demand a repeal of Act 17 and do not approve of the Band-Aid 
approach to fixing Act I7 which is existing in SB 282. 

Organizations who have voted and supported for the repeal - 
and 1 have a list of those - the groups include, which is very 
impressive. the Pennsylvania Grange, Bucks County Sportsmen's 
Coalition, Citizens Commitlee fix Constitutional Rights, 
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Delaware County Chapter of Unified Sportsmen, Gun Owners of 
America, Keystone Firearms Coalition, Keystone Second 
Amendment Association, the Pennsylvania Gun Owners 
Association, the Pennsylvania Sportsmen's Association, 
Warren County Gunowners Group, the Pennsylvania Trappers, the 
Conneaut Valley Sportsmen's Club, Albion Sportsmen's Club, 
Rainbow Sportsmen's Club, and the Venango County Coon and 
Fox Club. 

I have petitions in front of me. These petitions represent the 
entire Commonwealth. There are 16,674 signatures. I want to share 
a number of signatures and the counties which they represent. This 
is only a beginning. As the old saying goes, "You ain't seen 
nothin' yet": Allegheny County, 318; Armstrong County, 112; 
Berks, SO;Butler, 428; Cameron, 1,320; Centre, 51; Clarion, 376; 
Clearfield, 472; Crawford County, 3,882; Elk, 491; Erie, 2,692; 
Forest, 249; Franklin Comty, 284; Indiana County, 144; 
Jefferson County, 1,067; Lawrence County, 50; Lycoming, 831; 
Luzeme County, 86; McKean, 446; Mercer, 172; Montour, 470; 
Potter, 1,167; Schuylkill, 50; Somerset, SO; Venango County, 728; 
Watmen, 436; Washington, 220; Westmoreland, 484. 

These petitions have only been out for several weeks, and as 
you can see, there is a growing concern of the grassroots groups 
that they are against patching and tinkering with SB 282 and they 
support a repeal. 

If Act 17 and the corrections to Act 17 would address the 
problems of criminals obtaining firearms, I would support it, but it 
does not. There is a philosophy difference on instant backgrowd 
checks. Some people and Act 17 and SB 282 support instant 
background checks on all firearms. I support instant background 
checks for handguns only at this point. 

You have a choice. You will hear that if SB 282 fails to pass, 
sports men and women, gun owners, and the firearms dealers may 
have to live with admittedly unclear language of some sections of 
Act 17 for a long time to come. Your choice is clear. I have an 
amendment to HB 881 so that you can go back to the way the law 
was before Act 17 and SB 282, and remember, \re already have 
firearms laws on the books. 

In closing, I would respectfully ask for support from my 
colleagues on both sides of the aisle and ask them to please join me 
in opposing the Conference Committee Report on SB 282. 
Thank you. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Warren, Mr. Lynch. 
Mr. LYNCH. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Although I recognize that the work on the conference 

committee report is an improvement over Act 17,I think it still has 
a long way to go, and 1 am going to have a difficult time supporting 
something that has a long way to go. And I want to point out the 
one area that I have a real major problem with, and that is in the 
area of the DUI (driving under the influence). 

Mr. Speaker, could I have some quiet, please? 
The SPEAKER. Conferences on the floor, please hreak up. 

Conferences on the noor, please cease. 
Mr. LYNCH. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
As I was saying, while I realize this improves some of the 

problems we have had with Act 17, the major problem I hevc with 
this - and I think a lot of people may not be aware that it is even in 
there, quite frankly - and that is the problem with the DUI in that 
if you are convicted of a DUI three times in 5 ycars, you would be 
unable to purchase a weapon for 10 years. Now, this is what I call 
a mismatch between function and rcsponsihility. There is 
absolutely no relationship between DUI, or alcohol abuse for that 
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natter, and gun ownership. The problem that I see here is, given 
h e  time down the road, 5, 6, 7 years, some group like 
Handgun Control, Incorporated, is going to come in here and say, 
well, wait a minute; if you get convicted ofjaywalking three times 
n 5 years, you are not going to be able to purchase a gun for 
I0 years, and it would be hard to argue with them, because that has 

w 
shout as much bearing on gun ownership abuse as DUI docs. 

For that reason 1 am going to oppose this conference cornrnittee 
.eport. 

PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRY 

Mr. LYNCH. I would also ask, Mr. Speaker, is it in order to ask .(II 
I conference committee report to be recommitted (11 the conference 
:ommittee? 

The SPEAKER. No, it is not. 
Mr. LYNCH. Is it in order for it to be tabled? 
The SPEAKER. No, it would not he. 
Mr. LYNCH. Well, is there anything that I could do? I mean- 
The SPEAKER. You may vote "ycs" or "no." 
In brief, a confcrcncc committee report is one of thc few issues 

hat come before us where there arc relatively few altemati\,es, and - 
he  few alternatives you have arc "ycs" and "no." It cannot he 
%mended, it cannot be recommitted, it cannot he postponed once it 
s called up, it cannot hc put on the table, according to the manuals 
~ n d  the parliamentary procedures that we have hckirc us. 

Mr. LYNCH. Okay. So I have no options other than voting. 
rhis cannot be put over; it cannot be tabled; it cannot he 
~committed; nothing. I mean, there must be something, surely. 

The SPEAKER. Thc question of postponing would be a new 
question. The question to recommit and the qucstion to table would 
se answered against you (in the basis of earlier rulings and on the 
>asis of Mason's Manual. 

Mr. LYNCH. Okay. Then I have a parlialnentary inquiry. 
The SPEAKEK. Jefferson's Manual; pardon me. 
Mr. LYNCH. Parliamentary inquiry. i 

If I make a motion to postpone, what u,ould be the outcome of 
.hat if it were to be postponed'? 

The SPEAKER. It would depend on the \ray your motion is 
framed. If your motion is framed to postpone it until thc next 
legislative day and your ]notion carricd, well, then it would he 
lefore us on the next legislative day. 

Mr. LYNCII. Yeah. That is a good point. 
Could I have I second, please? 
May I apprc~ach the Speaker's rostrum? 
The SPEAKER. Indeed. 

(Conference held at Spcakcr's podium.) 

FILMING PERMISSION 

The SPEAKER. The House is adviscd that pcr~~iission is given 
.o John Sanks of channel 0 to take videotape nith audio on the 
floor. 

w 
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CONSIDERATION OF SB 282 CONTINUED I 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman, Mr. Lynch. 
Mr. LYNCH. Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and I know it is the day 

before we break for Thanksgiving, and I apologize for the delay, 
and I thank you and the Parliamentarian for thc clarifications. 

I guess at this point the only thing I can say is that I strongly 
urge a "no" vote on this conference committee report, and I say 
again, because I know I will hear this more from other people who 
debate tt~llowing me that, yes, this is probably bctter than Act 17, 
but 1 do not think we should be voting for something necessarily 
because i t  is something better. 1 think that wc need ti? make a stand 
here and say, hey, this is not \\hat we want, and we need to get this 
legislation out of therc As I said, I am particularly concerned 
about tlic 1)UI part, and again, I strongly ask my colleagues to vote 
"no" on this. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

The SPEAKEIC. Thc gentle~ni~n from Franklin, Mr. Fleagle. 
Mr. FLEAGLE. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, would Representative Godshall stand for a brief 

interrogation '? 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman, Mr. Godshall, indicates he will 

stand for interrogation. Thc gentleman, Mr. Fleagle, may begin. 
Mr. FLbACiLE. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, as you are well aware, one of the problems that 

we had with Act 17 was the fact that its effective date caught many 
gun dealers, particularly in my district, unaware, and I am not 
making excuses fix them, but certainly, they were not prepared to 
handle all the papenvork that went along with some of the 
regulations that went along with that act. Most of the provisions of 
this Conference Co~ntnitter Report on SB 282 take effect 
immediately. 

Now, 1 realize that you cannot tell me- Maybe you can tell 
me when the Gnvernor is going to sign thiis but I realize that that 
might he a wild card. and we do not know if h~.  is going to sign it 
this artemoon, should we pass it, or next week. My concern though 
is that in this the hunting scason, particularly with deer season 
almost upon us and this being probably the husiest season of my 
gun dealers, what provisions will bc made to, I guess you would 
say. get thc word out that this bill has been signed into law so that 
these gun dealers can react quickly in order not to he confi~scd like 
they u'ere on Act 17. If you could elaborate on that and tell me 
ullat provisi~ns are going to be made, I ~vould appreciate it. 

Mr. GODSHALL. Thank you. Mr. Speaker. 
The SPEAKER. The gcntleman. Mr. Godshall. 
Mr. (iOOSIIALL. Mr. Speaker, that question is a goi~d 

question, and thc State Police this time are not only going to he 
sending out a simple-worded directive - 1 undcrstand there arc 
envelopes actually in placc III do that right now - but a 
simple-uorded directive %'ill he also lookcd over by people in the 
(iovernor's Ofice, and it will go out like almost immediately. 

Also, Mr. Speaker, \\hat they ha\e agreed to do is actually hold 
training scssions for the gun dealers in order to ~nake sure they 
fully understand ><ha1 we 1r;rve bere uith Act 17. There will be 
training sessions, but beyond that, if the Cio\,crnor s i p s  this 
inimediatcly, automatically the rchtriction pertaining to long guns 
and filling out the fnnns is going lo be vaived, and it would be the 
same proccss of nhat they used prior to Act 17, meaning you till 
out the Federal form, one part remains uith the dealer, one part 
goes to the gun huyer, and that is it. 

So I ~vould say it \vould probahly be taken care of posthaste. 
Mr. FLEACiLr.. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman, Mr. Jarolin. 
Mr. JAROLIN. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
You know, I get around to a lot of these gun dealers, and I get 

around to a lot of sportsmen and everything else, and all I have 
heard is bad news about this particular piece of legislation. 

I am going to be very brief on this. I am just going to ask for a 
nonconcurrence vote, send it hack, and let the dam thing get 
straightened out so everybody is happy. The arguments on both 
sides of the aisle, it seems to me that nobody really knows what 
they want, and I think this is a time to vote "no" on concurrence, 
send it back, and let it get straightened out. Thank you, 
Mr. Speaker. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman, Mr. Hutchinson. 
Mr. HUTCHINSON. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
I, too, rise to ask for a "no" vote on the SR 282 

Conference Committee Report. 
Many of the arguments agaitkt the bill have been presented 

earlier. Simply stated, when we voted on this bill in the spring, I 
thought it was an increase in gun registration and taking away our 
constitutional rights. The conference committee report does very 
little to comcct that problem, and therefore, I oppose the conference 
committee report, and 1 ask my colleagues to join me in that. 
Thank you very much. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman, Mr. Phillips,. from 
Northumberland. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
1 rise to support the Conference Repon on SB 282. 
I think the problem we initially run into is when the 

State Police put out misinformation on their temporary regulations. 
What should have been done at that time is they should have 
conferred with those who were involved, and as those regulations 
would have been drawn up, we would have saved a lot of this 
problem. , 

We also have a lot of gioups out there that are putting out 
misinformation as to what this legislation will do. 1 have been in 
contact with many of our gun shops, our gun store owners, and we 
looked and we addressed a few proble~ns that they wanted 
clarified. 

I know many of you heard that on the $3 charge, thcre was 
sales tax on that. That has been taken away. 

The reporting is very important. It was cumbersome, and that 
has been put down, when it goes into effect in 1997, that we would 
only have one form in triplicate, and all that will be on that form is 
information on the pcrson who is purchasing the gun. There will be 
no information, nonc whatsoever, as to the make of the ritle or 
shotgun or the serial number, and the purpose of that is, we do not 
want to see any registration take place of any kind, and that is why 
this was addressed, and it was addressed in the fashion that after 
72 hours of completing the report, that form has to be destroyed, 
and there is a severe penalty of up to $250 per entry to anybody 
who would try to do registration, and I think that is important, and 
that will take care of the concerns that many have in that particular 
area. 

There was one other thing that was in, that they had to repon 
in 6 hours any sales of any handguns or long weapons, and it had 
to be reported and sent in to the State Police within 6 hours by 
certiticd mail. That has been changed to 14 days and to first-class 
mail, so that extreme cost will not be there for them as they ]nail in 
their reports. 

You know, we have to bc aware that even today anybody that 
purchases handguns or even long guns, the Federal Government 
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still requires in most cases that they fill out a form and they swear 
on that form that they have not been charged with the offenses that 
are listed in here, all except about six or seven. 

I think the question here is, do you really believe that all guns 
should come under an instant background check? Do you believe 
that those who have lost their right - and certain individuals have 
lost that right to bear those arms - do you believe that they still 
have the nght to go out and purchase rifles and shotguns and they 
do not have the right to purchase handguns? It is my belief, if we 
are going to get a little sanity into our gun laws, that all individuals 
should be required to go through an instant background check and 
should be checked whether they buy handguns or whether they buy 
long anns. 

Therefore, I ask for support of Conference Report 282. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Mercer, Representative 

King. 
Mr. KING. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
May I interrogate Representative Godshall on this matter? 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman indicates he will stand for 

interrogation. You may begin. 
Mr. KING. Mr. Speaker, could you clarify a question I have in 

mind concerning bringing firearms - rifles, shotguns - into the 
State of Pennsylvania at the present time. Is there any change in 
that law, in Title 17? 

Mr. GODSHALL. Not to the best of my knowledge. 
Mr. KING. We have a lot of former Pennsylvania residents 

coming into the Commonwealth at this time of the year, 
Thanksgiving, who will be purchasing out-of-State licenses to go 
deer hunting. Can they now come into the State without the 
concern that their firearms would be confiscated, since they do not 
come into the State with a license? 

Mr. GODSHALL. The licensing procedure is only for 
handguns. It has nothing to do with long guns. 

Mr. KING. Okay. That is all I want to know. That is all I am 
trying to clarify here, that there is no problem for someone 
bringing a rifle into the State prior to his purchasing a hunting 
license. 

Mr. GODSHALL. Absolutely, totally not. 
Mr. KING. Thank you. 
Mr. GODSHALL. In no way, shape, or form. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Philadelphia, Mr. James. 
Mr. JAMES. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise in opposition to the report before the House. 
SB 282 would amend the Uniform Firearms Act of 1995, and 

if you remember back in June. Mr. Speaker, the General Assembly 
made an attempt to strengthen Pennsylvania's lax gun laws and 
improve the quality of life in communities throughout the State. 
The House then praised the legislation they believed would 
accomplish those goals, proudly sending it to Governor Kidge, who 
enacted it. That legislation not only ~nade an attempt to make 
people responsible for the consequences of their actions, but it tried 
to make sure irresponsible individuals did not have the opportunity 
to act. 

Well, Mr. Speaker, that legislation has had an unforeseen 
impact. 

In the city of Philadelphia, since October I I ,  when the 
Unifi~rm Firearms Act of 1995 wcnt into effect- 

Mr. GODSHALL. Mr. Speaker, we are on the conference 
committee report. I belicvc is what is beforc the House. 

~- 

The SPEAKER. That is correct. The gentleman's remarks 
should be restricted to the question of the adoption of the 
conference committee report, SB 282, PN 1563. 

Mr. JAMES. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
My remarks are to the conference committee report, and it is 

why I think that we should oppose it. w 
So when that went into effect, more than 3,000 gun applications 

had been issued. However, between October 11, 1994, and 
October 10, 1995, the total number of applications for that I year 
was only 1,160. So, Mr. Speaker, you can see that just in a little 
over 2 months since the new lam, has been in place, the number of 
gun applications in Philadelphia has more than doubled compared 
to the number issued during a previous I-year period, and in fact, 
the daily average for processing applications has jumped from 
more than 20 per day to 150 per day. 

Clearly, the law designed to keep guns off our streets has 
spurred an increase in demand and requests for fireanns, so that is 
why I say that we should be against this conference report. SB 282 
does nothing to address this shortfall, so I cannot vote for it until 
the problems are addressed. 

Mr. Speaker, we have before us a proposal that aims to nullify 
some of the hard work that went into crafting a measure that met 
the standards set up on both sides of the aisle. We have before us 
a proposal that will continue to strip away some of the regulations 
controlling the proliferation of guns in our community. We have 
before us a proposal that destroys the guarantcc that guns will not 
be put in the hands of the wrong people -juveniles, criminals, and 
people who are mentally i l l .  

Gun regulations attack gun violence, not legitimate gun owners. 
Perhaps the most notable change is a co~npro~nise worked out 

by the committce to delay criminal background checks on persons 
purchasing shotguns and ritles until January 1, 1997. If these 
proposals are good enough to be put in place by 1997. uhy are 
they not good enough, Mr. Speaker, to be put in place today'? Why 
do we have to wait a year? We have already taken some action on 
this issue, and we need to stand firm on the commitment we have 
made. 

As a retired police olXcer who worked the streets for more than 
20 years, I understand the need for strict gun regulations. I 
witnessed the violence firsthand. The a\,ailability and 
overabundance of guns arc devastating commonities across this ' 
Commonwealth and in our neighborhoods. 

Our local law enforcement ofticials are capable ofpolicing area 
neighborhoods. They are capable of protecting our citi~ens from 
criminals, but only, Mr. Speaker, uhen \ve work together. 

SB 282 does make grcat strides in working to expand the 
definition of "law enforcement officers," and that is &hat is good 
about it. I-louever, that does little to help tlic~n in their role of 
protecting the public, especially mhcn the rcport also recommends j 
eliminating a pro\'ision that provides liability protection for mental 
health professionals who report to lau enliirce~nent oflicials about 
dangerous patients \rho have access to tireanns. 

This, Mr. Speaker, is a glaring oversight, Eliminating thc 
effecti\'e policies keeping guns from reaching our streets is an 
insult to the mcn and women \\ho petrol high-risk urbari and rural 
areas. If we eli~ninate those effective polic~es, it is a deliheratc 
assault against those \rho place their l i ~ e s  in peril k)r our \rcll>re. 

Police ofliccrs \\orb to prntcct our oci~hhorhoods. They nark w 
to take guns off the slrcels. Kcintroducing the la\ rrgul;itions \ r ~ .  
abol~shcd earlier contradicts their etii~ns. 
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As the Democratic chairman of the House Judiciary's 

Subcommittee on Crime and Corrections, 1 recognize the measures 
we need to take. As a member of the House select committee set up 
to investigate the use of automatic and semiautomatic weapons, I 
spent more than 50 hours listening to nationally recognized 
experts, crime victims, and individuals on both sides of the gun 
control debate. 

The answer to attacking the problems of crime and violence in 
our communities is keeping guns off the street as well as asking 
law-abiding citizens to register their guns. As public policymakers, 
we have an obligation, Mr. Speaker, to address these problems. 

As I stated earlier, the legislation passed in June has caused an 
increase in the number ofpeople applying for guns in Philadelphia, 
and this conference report, SB 282, ignores that problem of the 
increased applications, omitting any provision that might curb the 
number of guns on our streets. 

The recommendations, Mr. Speaker, of this report need to go 
farther, for while this report strengthens certain provisions, it 
weakens others. Either way, it does not go far enough to make a 
real impact on the sizable degree of gun use affecting our 
neighborhoods and our communities. So it does not go far enough 
to curb the dangers facing Pennsylvania residents and Philadelphia 
communities. 

So I urge the members of this House to reject this conference 
committee report so we can then begin to address the real issues, 
so we can do something to insure public safety. Let us fix the 
problem in Philadelphia, let us reduce the alarming increase in 
opportunities available to obtain'gun permits in Philadelphia, and 
let us m :<e sure the professionals who wam us when people 
applying for guns should not be doing so are able to warn us. 

Mr. Speaker, how many tragedies must we witness'? 
If this report is adopted, I am hopeful that the members of the 

House will not let this issue drop. There is a great deal of work that 
needs to be done, and simply passing this conference report will 
not achieve those goals. 

Additionally, I would hope that we, as public policymakers, not 
only authorize the oversight commission to look at co~npliance 
with the law but also urge them to study and develop initiatives 
that would address public safety and the violence affecting our 
communities. 

This is a real problem. There is real gun violence in our streets. 
Gun laws are broken, and we need to fix them, and we need real 
solutions, and this docs not get it. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 
The Chair recognizes the gentleman, Mr. Lloyd. 
Mr. LLOYD. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
I guess what we have today is a good compromise, because I 

have listened for the last hour to some people say that this bill goes 
too far in one direction and some people who say this bill goes too 
far in the other direction. So I think maybe that indicates that the 
conference committee achieved its purpose of striking a reasonable 
balance in dealing with the issues which had been raised since the 
law was changed in June. 

Let me try to respond and give some answers to some of the 
questions which were raised during the debate today. The question 
was raised, why are we doing this; what co~npelled us into this 
situation'! The tjct is that many of us voted for Act 17 in June with 
the clear understanding and expectation that the background check 
on rifles and shotguns would not go into effect until 1999 or 
whenever it was that the computer systcln would be up and 
running. What we found out when the State I'olice sent out the 

interpretation was that there was some language in the law which 
was contrary to that and that that background check is in effect 
today, and that fiom my perspective was the primary reason why 
I lhought the current law needed to he changed. 

Now, people say, well, we are going to lose a lot when we put 
off that background check until January 1 of 1997, but let us 
understand how that background check works for rifles and 
shotguns today. I go into Wal-Mart, and I want to buy a 12-gauge 
shotgun, and I fill out the papers, and I pay my money, and I walk 
out the door with my shotgun. The dealer then sends those papers 
to Harrisburg to the State Police, and sometime down the road the 
State Police may get around to running through their records to 
determine whether or not I have a criminal record and that I have 
been convicted of a crime which would disqualify me from 
possessing a firearm. 

Let us assume that the State Poljce discover a disqualification. 
What is the remedy? The remedy is that somebody has to come out 
and find me and confiscate that shotgun, and we all know about 
another confiscation system on licenses for people who do not have 
insurance, and we know how well that has not worked for many, 
many years. Well, I suspect that we are not going to find very 
many bad disqualifications in the case of the purchases of rifles 
and shotguns. I suggest that when we do find some, we are not 
going to find the people when we go out to look for them, and 
maybe in a small percentage of cases when we go out to look for 
them, we are going to have a tragedy. So I do not think \;e are 
losing very much from those who wanted that instant check to go 
into effect today, that we are losing very much by putting it off 
until January l of 1997. 

Now, for those who say that it should not go into effect at all 
until the instant check is available, that is my position. 
Unfomnately, that is not tbe position of a majority of the 
conference committee. So the question is, what do we do today? 

Some people who think that we should make the law what it 
was or what we thought it was back in June are saying, vote "no"; 
vote "no." And you may vote "no," and you are going to go home 
and all of the gun dealers in your district are going to continue to 
have to send all of those papers to Harrisburg, and your county 
sheriff is going to continue to get a piece of paper that he has 
absolutely nothing to do with, but he is going to continue to get 
that piece of paper. And for those of you who are worried that 
somehow a registry is going to be fomled, you are building up 
those pieces of paper and that information over on 
El~nerton Avenue, and so I do not understand how you are better 
off by continuing the law the way it is today. It seems to me that 
adopting the conference report on that point goes a big step in the 
right direction. 

Now, there wa$ also a question raised with regard to 
transferring possession of a firearm to someone else in your family, 
and the point ofthat is that if you are disqualified from having the 
firearm but your spouse or your child living in the same household 
takes possession, that is a ruse. We all know you still have access 
to that firearm, and therefore, we cannot enforce that 
disqualitication. What you need to understand is, if you vote "no" 
today, there is no grace period, there is no 60-day period in which 
you can transfer this to someone else. You are not supposed to 
have that gun immediately. 

And so once again you may vote "no" and think you have done 
a great and glorious thing for gun owners, but in fact what you 
have done is you have said that until you can get the law changed 
to the way you like it, which I think is going to be a long time 
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down the road, that guns can be confiscated immediately and 
people who have a temporary disability will have no opportunity 
to transfer those guns to somebody who will give them back when 
that disqualification has been removed. 

Now, we also heard something about, well, what happens if the 
computer is out for over 48 hours? We all know how the computer 
at PennDOT sometimes goes down, and it is possible that the 
computer can be out for a long time, and people say vote "no"; 
vote "no"; vote "no" because it is going to be out for over 48 hours 
and we are not going to be able to buy guns. But the fact of the 
matter is, if you do not pass SB 282 and there is a computer which 
goes down, there is no time limit, there is no point until that 
computer is back in operation that you will be able to buy guns. So 
this hill is better than the current law. 

Mr. Speaker, it was suggested that what was done on the issue 
of involuntary commitment for mental illness does not go far 
enough. What we have done is to, number one, say that if a 
psychiatrist who examines you in the first 2 hours determines that 
there was no bacis for your commitment, that your record is 
expunged. Number two, we have said that if you are subsequently 
before a judge, you have the right to challcnge your original 
commitment on the grounds that there was not suff~cient evidence 
for that commitment, and if you can demonstrate that there was not 
sufficient evidence, you then have the disqualification removed. 

But most importantly, forget those tirst two. Say, oh, those are 
arcane, technical points; nobody understands that. Under the law 
today and under the law tomorrow if you defeat this conference 
report, if you have been committed for 2 hours and let go on the 
grounds that there was nothing wrong with you, you may not go to 
court to get the disqualification lifted for 5 years. And when 
you vote "no" today, if you are succcssfi~l in dcfeating this 
conference report, you go home and explain why that is beuer than 
what is in this bill, which says that you may go back in the next 
day after your release and petition the court and the court !nay 
determine that the disqualification should be lifted immediately 
based on a determination that you arc not a threat. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, it was also suggested that somehow we are 
going to have a registry created because of the unique approval 
number, and once again, Mr. Speaker, the point is, if you defeat 
this hill, those unique approval numbers and whose name goes with 
those will pile up over on Elmerton Avenue. 

It was suggested that somehow the issue of DUI needed to he 
addressed, and I will confess, this bill docs not change anything. It 
does not make it better; it does not make it worse. So defeating this 
bill is not going to get you where you want to go on that issue. 

It was suggested that we had a prohlem with lnental health 
professionals, and I know this is a sensitive issue, but let us 
understand what was done. Back in June there was a provision put 
into the law which granted immunity to psychiatrists and 
psychologists who reported to the police that there was someone in 
their care who had a gun and who could be dangerous. The request 
to change this did not come from the sportsnlen's organizations. 
The request to change this came from the State Police and the 
administration, and I think the concern is that the police have nu 
legal authority to do anything when they get that infomiation. 

The law prior to June said that you were as a ~nental health 
professional supposed to make your report to the mental health 
officer in support of a motion for involuntarily committing that 
person, and if you do that, you havc immunity ifyou are acting in 
good faith. And it seems to me that what we ought to be doing is 
encouraging people, psychiatrists and psychologists, to take that 

information to the officials who have the legal authority to do 
something about it, not the police officers who have no legal 
authority to do anything about it. 

In addition, Mr. Speaker, it was suggested that there has been 
a big increase in the sale of handguns in Philadelphia since June, 
since the law was changed, and that apparently, based on the 

w 
statistics that I ha\,e heard. is correct. The prohle~n is that that was 
something that was done in June. This conference report does not 
change the law on that at all. It does not make it  hettcr; it does not 
make it.worse, and so voting against the conference report is not 
going to accomplish anything. IS you havc a scparate bill or a 
separate amendment to otTcr to another piecc of legislation, 
you can get that issue before us, but voting against the 
conference report docs not produce that result. 

Finally, Mr. Speaker, it has bcen suggested that this is a hill 
w 

which should bc defeated because sportslneri arc against it, and I 
am sure there are some sportsmen against it, but we have letters - 
one from the Pennsylvania Federation of Sportsmen's Clubs, one 
from the National Rifle Association t o  all members asking us to 
vote "yes" on this confbence repon. In Pact, the letter from the ' 
National Ritle Association points out that thc Pennsylvania 
Federation of Sportsmen's Clubs, the Pennsylvania State Fish and 
Game Protective Association, the Philadelphia Federation of . 
Sportsmen's Clubs, and the Unilicd Sportslnen of I'cnnsylvania 
support the conference report. Mr. Speaker, 1 ask that \be do the 
same. 

On the question recurring, 
Will the House adopt the report of the committee of 

conference'! 
The SPEAKER. Agreeable to the probisions of the 

Constitution, the yeas and nays will now bc taken. 

Adolph 
Allcn 
Argall 
Armitrung 
Uakcr 
Rarlcy 
Uattisto 
Rrbko-Joncs 
Belardi 
Bclianti 
Hirrnclin 
Rlaurn 
Boscola 
Bioulls 
Bun1 
Burron liordncr 
Calragirnne liruil,3 
Cappabiancn Ikluhn! 
Camnr l lalurha 
C ~ r l t y  Hanna 
Chadrick I lcnocssc) 
Civcm l lc81narl 
Clark I Icrshc) 
Clymcr I I C ~ S  
Colali.lla Kniicr 
Conti King 

Scin8nuI 
Seralini 
Shcch;in 
Smith. 13. 
Snyder, I). W. 
Srnhach 
Sl;tiis 
Slcel~lv.in 
Slcil 
S1~1~11 

SI~1li.l 

Sli\h 
Slvilt~lli~llcr 

Slurla 
I :)11~1~11i 
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Hard 
Rirhop 
Ho!zs 
IHmu n 
Bulkobirr 
Carn 
Cohcn, I.. 1. 
Cohen, M. 
('olai~ro 
Comcll 
Coroora 

Llent Lescovitr Sainatu YEWC~C 
1)rrmody Lcvdansky Santoni Zimmerman 
DeWrcsc lloyd Sathrr Zug 
Di(;imlamo Lucyk Saylor 
Oonatucci Maitland Schroder Ryan, 
Orucr Major Schuler Speaker 
Durham Markosck Scrimenti 

N A Y S 4 4  

(iruppo 
Mihalich 

dedicated former member; extend heartfelt condolences to his wife, 
Eleanor M. Dombrowski; daughter, Marian Husted; sons, Donald and 
Mark; and grandchildren; and be i t  further 

RESOLVED, That a copy o f  this resolution be transmined to 
Mrs. Eleanor M. Dombrowski. 

We hearby certify that the foregoing is an exact copy o f  a resolution 
introduced in the House o f  Representatives by the entire Erie Delegation 
and unanimously adopted by the House of Representatives. 

Curv Josrphr 
Egolf Krllrr 
l ibans Kcnnsy 
1 lnrhan Kirkland 
I lasay Lcdsrrr 
I lorscy Lyiich 
liutchinson Mandcrim 
Itkin McCieehan 
.ladlowicc McCiill 
.lamzs Myers 
Jarolin Oli\cr 

NOT VOTING4 

Olasr Shancr 

Ramos 
Riegsr 
Robinson 
Rocbucl 
Rooncy 
Smith, S. 11. 
Surra 
1 homas 
Washington 
Williams 
Youngbluud 

I mvaelio 

Matthew Ryan 
Speaker o f  the House 

ATTEST: 
Ted Mazia 
Chiefclerk o f  the House 

On the question, 
Wi l l  the House adopt the resolution? 

The SPEAKER. Those in favor o f  this resolution w i l l  rise and 
remain standing as a mark o f  respect for the deceased fonner 
member. 

(Whereupon, the members o f  the House and al l  visitors stood 

in a moment o f  silence in solemn respect to the memory o f  the 
Honorable Bernard J. Dombrowski.) 

The SPEAKER. The resolution has been unanimously adopted. 
The Sergeant at Arms will open the doors o f  the House. 

Thc majority required b y  the Constitution having voted in the I RULES SUSPENDED 

CONDOLENCE RESOLUTION 

. . .  
affirmative, the question was determined i n  the a f f i ka t i ve  and the 
report of the com~nit lee o f  conference was adopted. 

Ordered. That the clerk inform the Senate accordingly. 

now suspended to permit HB 2 I89  on  page 2 to be voted upon 

The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the gentleman, 
Mr. Perzel. 

Mr. PERZEL. Mr. S~eaker. I ask that the rules o f  the House be 

The following resolution was read: 

The SPEAKER. The Sergeant at Arms will close the doors o f  

the llouse. We are ahout to take up a condolence resolution on the 
death of a fonner ~netnber o f  this House. The members will please 

take their seals. 
The clerk w i l l  read the resolution. 

WHEREAS, Bernard J. "Ben" Dombrowski, a fnnnrr incmber ofthe 
House of Representatives, passed away at the age of sixty-six: and 

WHEREAS, Mr. Dombmuski served u i th distinction as a ~niember of 
the Ilousc o f  Rcpresmtatives for ten terms; and 

M'IILKEAS, During his tenure as a lcgislatol-, MI. Docnbrowski 
se~.ved on inany committees and task forccs and held Inany posilions. 
including Majority Caucus Administrator. Vice Chairman ofTourism for 
the Business and Commerce Comminec and Cheinnan o f  the 
Subcommittee o f  Urban Aflairs for Third Class Cities: and 

On the question, 
Will the House agree to the motion'? 

The following roll call was recorded: 

Y EAS-179 

WHEREAS, Mr. I)ombrowski was also an oritslanding conimunit)' 
and civic Ieadcr. fur \\hich he received the Distinauished Pcnnsvlvanian 
A~al-d;  iiow therefore bc it 

RESOLVEL). That the Ilouse of Representatives of the 
Commonwralth o f  1'enns)lvania note with deep sadness the passing of 
Bernard .I Uombrowski, a distinguished public servant and 

Adolph Druce Levdansky Santoni 
Allen [)urham I.loyd Sather 
Argall Egolf Lucyk Saylor 
Arn~strong Evans Major Schrdxlrr 
Raker Fairchild Manderino Schuler 
Hard Fajt Markosrk Scrimenti 
Barley Fargo Marsico Srmmel 
Hattist" 
Hsbko-.lonrs 
Hslaidi 
Beltinti 
Bir~nelin 
Bishop 
Hlaum 
Hoscola 
Hoke, 
I3roLAn 
Ilmwne 
Hunt 
I3utkovit~ 
Buxton 
Caltagirone 
rappabianca 
Carn 
Chad\\ick 
Ci\era 

Farmcl- 
Fsrse 
Fichtsr 
llragle 
Flick 
Gamblc 
(iannon 
Gcihi 
Cicorgz 
Gigliotti 
Ciladrck 
Godshall 
Goidnrr 
Ciruitra 
I laba) 
Haluska 
Iiarhan 
H358) 

Hcnnesscy 

Masland 
Mayernik 
McCall 
McGschan 
McClill 
Melio 
Mcrr) 
Michlovic 
Micolzie 
Miller 
Mundy 
Nailor 
Nickol 
Nbce 
O'Hrisn 
Olivcr 
Prrlrl 
Pesci 
Petrarca 

Seralini 
Shcehan 
Smith, B. 
Smilh, S. H. 
Snyder. D. W 
Staback 
Stairs 
Stern 
Stetlcr 
Stish 
Stl-ittmattcr 
Sturls 
Surra 
Tangrstti 
Taylor. E. Z. 
Taylor, J 
' T l ~ l l ~  
Trich 
True 
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Clark Herman Petrone Tulli I Tne SPEAKER. This bill has been considered on three dilyerent 
Clymer Herrhey Penit Vanee days and agreed to and is now on final passage. 
Cohen, L. 1. Hess Phillips Van Horne 
Cahen, M. Horsey Pistella Veon The question is, shall the bill pass finally? 
Cnlafetla ltkin Pitts Vitali Agreeable to the provisions of the Constitution, the yeas and 

Corrigan 
Cowell 
curry 
Daley 
DeLuca 
Dempsey 
Dent 
Dermdy 
DeWeese 
DiGirolama 
Donatucci 

-~ ~ ~ 

Co la im  Jadlowiec Preston Walko 
Conti Jarolin Ramos Waugh 
Camel1 Josephs Raymond Williams 
Cnmnrx Kaiser Readrhaw Woean ~ - ~ ~ ~ - ~ ~  

Keller 
Kenney 
King 
Kukovich 
LaCrona 
Laughlin 
Lawless 
Lederer 
Leh 
Lescovitz 

nays will now be taken. 

YEAS-197 

Reber 
Reinard 
Rieger 
Robens 
Roebuck 
Rohrer 
Rwney 
Rubley 
Rudy 
Sainato 

WoLiak 
Wright, D. R. 
Wright, M.  N. 
Yewcic 
Youngblood 
Zimmerman 
Zug 

Ryan. 
Speaker 

Carone Kirkland Myers Steil 

COY Krebs Plans Thomas 
H m a  Lynch Robinson Tigue 
Hutchinson Maitland Steelman Washington 
James 

NOT VOTlNG-1 

GNPP~ Olasz Shaner Travagl io 
Mihalich 

A majority of the memben elected to the House having voted 
in the affirmative, the question was determined in the affirmative 
and the motion was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman, Mr. Geist. For what purpose 
does the gentleman rise ? 

Mr. GEIST. Mr. Speaker, a question of the Chair before we get 
into any more lengthy debate here. Weather forecasts and reports 
from the west have it snowing heavily. Could you give us any idea 
of how long we are going to be in session and what the rest of the 
evening will hold for us? 

The SPEAKER. I have it on the very best of authority, if the 
debate is shortened considerably, we will be out of here by 
5 o'clock, which is 25 minutes. 

BILLS ON THIRD CONSIDERATION 

The House proceeded to third consideration of HB 2189, PN 
2763, entitled: 

An Act amending the act of July 5, 1989 (P.L.166, No.31). known as 
the Phosphate Detergent Act, changing the expiration date. 

On the question, 
Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration? 
Bill was agreed to. 

Adolph 
Allen 
Argall 
Armstrong 
Baker 
Bard 
Barley 
Banirto 
Bebko-Jones 
Belardi 
Belfanti 
Birmelin 
Bishop 
Blaum 
Boscola 
Boyes 
Brawn 
Browne 
Bunt 
Butkovitz 
Buxton 
Caltagirone 
Cappabianca 
Cam 
Carone 
Cawley 
Chadwick 
Civera 
Clark 
Clymer 
Cohen, L. I. 
Cohen, M. 
Colafella 
Colaiuo 
Conti 
Cornell 
Corpara 
Corrigan 
Cowell 
COY 
Curry 
Daley 
DcLuca 
Dempsey 
Dent 
Dermody 
DeWeese 
DiGirolamo 
Uonatucci 
Druce 

Gruppa 
Mihalich 

Durham 
Egolf 
Evans 
Fairchild 
Fajt 
Fargo 
Farmer 
Feere 
Fichter 
Fleagle 
Flick 

Lloyd 
Lucyk 
Lynch 
Maitland 
Major 
Manderina 
Markosek 
Marsico 
Masland 
Mayernik 
McCall 

Gamble McGeehan 
Cannon McGill 
Geist Melio 
George Merry 
Gigliotti Michlovic 
Cladeck Miconie 
Godshall Miller 
Gordner Mundy 
Gruitza Myers 
Habay Nailor 
Haluska Nickal 
Hanna Nyce 
Harharl O'Brirn 
Hasay Oliver 
Hennessey Perzel 
Herman Pesei 
Hershey Prtrarca 
Hers Petrone 
Honey Pettit 
Hutchinson Phillips 
ltkin Pistella 
Jadlowiec Pins 
James Platts 
Jarolin Preston 
Joscphr Ramor 
Kaiser Raymond 
Keller Rcadshaw 
Kenney Reber 
King Reinard 
Kirkland Rieger 
Krebs Robens 
Kukovich Robinson 
LaGrona Roebuck 
Laughlin Rohrer 
Lawless Rooney 
Lederer Rubley 
Leh Rudy 
Lcrcovitr Sainato 
Levdansk? Santoni 

NOT VOTING4 

Olasr Shaner 

Semlnel 
Scrafini 
Sheehan w 
Smith, B. 
Smith, S. H. 
Snyder. D. W. 
Staback 
Stairs 
Stcrlman 
Slcil 
Sam 
Sletler 
Stish 
Strittmatter 

. 
Sturla 
Surra 
Tangrrtti 
Taylor. E. Z. 
Taylor, .I. 
Thomas 
Tigue 
Trrllo 
Trich 
Truc 
l'ulli 
Vance 
Van Horne 
Veon 
Vilali 
Walko 
Washington 
Waugh 
Williams 
Wogan 
Worniak 
Wright. D. R. 
Wright, M. N. 
Ycwcic 
Youngbloird 
Zimmerman 
Zug 

Ryan. 
Speaker 

*J 
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The majority required by the Constitution having voted in the * * * 
affirmative, the question was determined in the affirmative and the Section 3. Part IV of Title 23 is amended by adding a chapter to 

bill passed finall;. read: 
Ordered, That the clerk present the same to the Senate for Amend Sec. 2, page 3, line 10, by striking out "2" and inserting 

A 
concurrence. I Amend Sec. 3, page 3, line 20, by striking out "3" and inserting 

The House proceeded to third consideration of SB 432, PN 
1565, entitled: 

An Act amending Title 23 (Domestic Relations) of the Pennsylvania 
Consolidated Statutes, providing for mediation in divorce and custody 
!matters and for disclosure of child support arrearage information; and 
adding the definition of "consumer reporting agency". 

On the question, 
Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration'? 

Mr. KREBS offered the following amendment No. A5948: 

Amend Title, page I, line 2, by insertingafier "Statutes," 
further providing for involuntary termination of 
parental rights; 

Amend Bill, page I, lines 8 and 9, by striking out all of said lines 
and inserting 

Section I .  Section 251 lib) of Title 23 of the Pennsvlvania ~~~ ~ , , 
Consolidated Statutes is amended and subsection (a) is amended by 
adding a paragraph to read: 
$251 1. Grounds for involuntary termination. 

(a) General rule.-The rights of a parent in regard to a child may be 
terminated aftrr a petition filed on any of the following grounds: 

1 * 1 
(8) The child has been removed from the care of the parent 

by the court or under a voluntaw agreement with an agency, the 
conditions which led to the removal or placement of the child 

~ 
remedied the condition? which led to the removal or placement of 
the child within 12 months from the date of removal or placement 
and termination of the parental rights would best serve the needs 
and welfare ofthe child. 
(b) Other considerations.-The court in terminating the rights of a 

parent shall give primary consideration to the developmental, physical and 
emotional needs and welfare of the child. The rights of a parent shall not 
be terminated solely on the basis of environmental factors such as 
inadeauate housing. furnishings. income, clothing and ,medical care if - 
found to be beyond the control of the parent. With respect to any petition 
filed pursuant to subsection (a)(l) [or], (6) fl, the court shall not 
consider any efforts by the parent to remedy the conditions described 
therein which are first initiated subsequent to the giving ufnoticc of the 
filing ofthr petition. 

* * * 
Srction 2. Section 2512(a) of Title 23 is amended by adding a 

paragraph to read: 
5 25 12. Petition ibr involuntary tcrmination. 

(a) Who may file.-A petition to terminate parental rights with 
respect to a child under the ase of 18 years may he tiled by any of the 
ibllo\ving: 

* * * 
(4) An attorney or suardian ad litem rcprcscntine a child 

urho lhas been adiudicated dependent under 42 Pa.C.S. d 6341(c) 
(rclatint: to adiudication). 

Amend Sec. 4, page 4, line 19, by striking out all of said line and . . . 
inserting 

Section 6. This act shall take effect as follows: 
(1) The amendment of 23 Pa.C.S. $5 251 1 and 2512 shall 

take effect in 60 days. 
(2) The remainder of this act shall take effect immediately. 

On the question, 
Will the House agree to the amendment? 

AMENDMENT WITHDRAWN 

Mr. KREBS. Mr. Speaker, I am withdrawing that amendment. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 
The gentleman, Mr. Kukovich, do you have amendments for 

this bill? 
Mr. KUKOVICH. Yes. 
The SPEAKER. The clerk will read the Kukovich amendment. 
Mr. KUKOVICH. Withdrawn. 
The SPEAKER. They are withdrawn. Thank you, 

Mr. Kukovich. 
The gentleman, Mr. Veon. Maybe we are on a roll. Mr. Veon? 
I have the gentleman, Mr. Veon, listed for four amendments. 

You have one? One second? 
The gentleman, Mr. Veon, withdraws his four amendments. 
Does the gentleman, Mr. Blaum, dare offer amendments in the 

face of six withdrawn amendments? He does? 

On the question recumng, 
Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration? 

Mr. BLAUM offered the following amendment No. A6005: 

Amend Title, page 1 ,  line 2, by inserting after "Statutes." 
further providing for grounds for involuntary 
tcrmination of parental rights; 

Amend Bill, page I ,  lines 8 and 9, hy striking out all of said lines 
and inserting 

Section I. Section 2511(a)(7) of Title 23 of the Pennsylvania 
Consolidated Statutes is amended to read: 
5 25 1 I. Grounds for involuntary termination. 

(a)  General rule.-The rights of a parent in regard to a child may be 
terminated after a petition filed on any of the following grounds: 

* * *  
(7) 'I'he parent is the father of a child [who was] conceived as a 

result of a rape w. 
* * *  
Section 2. Pan IV of Title 23 is amended by adding a chapter to 

read: 
Amend Sec 2, page 3, line 10, by striking out "2" and inserting 

3 
Amend Sec 3, page 3, line 20, by striking out "3" and inserting 

4 
Anlend Sec. 4. page 4, line 19, by striking out "4" and inserting 

5 
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Amend See. 4, page 4, line 19, by striking out "immediately" and 

inserting 
as follows: 

( I )  The amendment of 23 Pa.C.S. 5 251 l shall take effect 
in 60 days. 

(2) The remainder of this act shall take effect immediately. 

On the question, 
Will the House agree to the amendment? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the gentleman, 
Mr. Blaum. 

Mr. BLAUM. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, this amendment is an important one - and I 

believe it is agreed to - to amend the adoption law in Pennsylvania 
adding incest as a reason for termination of parental rights in order 
to allow for the adoption by a loving couple who would want the 
child. 

I believe it is an important addition to the adoption law and ask 
for its approval. 

Mr. PERZEL. Mr. Speaker, this is an agreed-to amendment. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the majority leader, who 

indicates that the Blaum amendment is agreed to. 

On the question recurring, 
Will the House agree to the amendment? 

The following roll call was recorded: 

Corrigan Keller 
Cowell Kenney 
COY King 
Curry Kirkland 
Daley Kcrhs 
IIeLuca Kukorich 
Dempsey LaCrotta 
Dent ILaughlin 
Dermody l.auless 
DrWeese Lcderer 
DiGirolamo Leh 
Donatucei Lescovitz 
Druce I.evdansky 

Rcadshau 
Reher 
Rcinard 
Rirgrr 
Robem 
Robinmn 
nochuck 
Rohrrr 
Roo"") 
Rublcy 
Kudy 
Sainaro 
Santoni 

I NOT VOTING4 

Williams 
Wogan 
Wo7niak 
Wright. I). R. 
Wrisln. M. N. 
Y C ~ C ~ C  
Younghlood 1 
/immennan 
Lug 

Ryan, 
Spcahrr 

Shancr Gruppo Olasz Travaglio 
Mihalich 

The majority having voted in thc aflirmative, the question was 
determined in the affirmative and the amendment was agreed to. . 

On the question, 
Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration as 

amended ? 

I Mr. MASLAND offered the following amendment No. A6019: 

Adoloh Durham Lloyd Sather I Amend See. I (See 3902),page 2, line 27, by striking out "shall" 
~ l l e n  
Argall 
Armstrong 
Baker 
Bard 
Barley 
Banisto 
Bebko-Jones 
Belardi 
Belfanti 
Birmelin 
Bishop 
Blaum 
Bascola 
Boyes 
Brown 
Browne 
Bunt 
Bulkavitz 
Bunton 
Caltagirone 
Cappabianca 
Carn 
Carone 
Cawley 
Chadwick 
Civera 
Clark 
Clymcr 
Cohen, L. I. 
Cohen. M. 
Colafella 
Colaiuo 
Conti 
Cornell 
Corpora 

Egolf 
Evans 
Fairchild 
Fait 
Fargo 
Farmer 
Fersr 
Fichtrr 
Fleagle 
Flick 
Gamhle 
Gannon 
Geist 
Georgc 
Gig l i~ t t i  
Gladeck 
Godshall 
Gordnrr 
Gruitra 
Hahay 
Haluska 
Hanna 
Harhart 
Haiay 
tiennessry 
Herman 
Hershey 
Hers 
Horsey 
Hutchinson 
ltkin 
Jadlowiec 
James 
Jarolin 
Joscphr 
Kaiser 

Lucyk 
Lynch 
Maitland 
Major 
Mandrrino 
Markasek 
Marsico 
Marland 
Maycrnik 
McCall 
McGeehan 
McGill 
Mrl io 
Merry 
Michlovic 
Micozie 
Miller 
Mundy 
Myers 
Nailor 
NicLol 
Nyce 
O'Brien 
Oliver 
P~wrcl 
Pesci 
Pewarca 
Petrone 
Prttit 
Phillips 
Pistella 
Pitts 
Platts 
Preston 
Ramos 
Raymond 

Saylor 
Schroder 
Schuler 
Scrimenti 
Sernmel 
Serafini 
Sheehan 
Smith, B. 
Smith, S. H. 
Snyder, D. W 
Stahack 
Stairs 
Steelman 
Stril 
Slrrn 
Steller 
Stish 
Strittmattcr 
Sturla 
Surra 
Tangrstti 
Taylor. E. Z. 
Taylor, .I. 
Thomas 
Tiguc 
Trrllo 
T r i ~ h  
True 
rull i  
Varic~ 
Van Hamc 
Veon 
Vibl i  
Walko 
Washington 
Waligh 

and inserting 

may 
Amend Sec. I (See. 3902). page 2. line 27. by striking out " $ 2 0  
Amcnd Sec. I (Sec. .3902),page 2. line 28, b> striking out "on all" 

and inserting 
of up to $20 on . 

On the question, 
Will the House agree to the amendment'? 

The SPEAKER. On the question of the adoption of the 
amendment, the Chair recognizes the gentleman, Mr. Masland. 

Mr. MASLAND. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
This is also an agreed-to amendment that has been reviewed 

with the prime sponsor of the bill, Senator Greenleat I t  changes 
some language to make the imposition of the fee discretionaty on 
the court, and 1 think that it should have no problem. Thank you. 

.r*' 
On the question recurring, 
Will the blouse agree to the a~nend~nent'! 

The following roll call u a s  recorded: 

Adolph Uurhoin l.ucyk \ntl?c~. 
Allcn Egoll. I.ynch Saylor 
Acgall Evans Maitland Schmdrr 

d 
Armstrong IZairdiild Mainr Scholcr 
Baker Fqit Mandcrinn Scri~ne~lti 
Bard 1Fargo Mnrkoseh Scil>~nel 



Harlcy 
Battisto 
Hzhko-Jones 
I%clardi 
Hrltjnli 
Rirlnelin 
Bishop 
Blaum 
Uosfoia 
Boyes 
Hrown 
Hrownc 
Hunt 
Hukuvio 
Bunton 
Callagirone 
Cappahianca 
Cam 
Camns 
Cawlc) 
('haduick 
Cibrra 
Clarh 
('lyo~rr 
Cohcn. 1.. I .  
Cohcn, M. 
Colaklla 
Coliiirrir 
Conli 
Cornell 
Corpora 
Corrixan - 
Cowzll 
coy  
('"II) 

Dalcy 
I)eI."ca 
1)smpsey 
Dent 
Dermody 
DcWeese 
Di(iirolarno 
Donalucci 
Drucc 

rirrmcr 
Frrsc 
Fichler 
f:leagl" 
Flick 
Ciamhlr 
(i:tnnon 
Cicist 
George 
<;igliotti 
(iladrck 
Godshall 
(iordntv 
(iruitrn 
I lahay 
Haluska 
Hanna 
Hislharl 
Iiasuy 
Hsnncssc> 
l lerlman 
Hershey 
l less 
Horsey 
IIutchin~on 
Itkin 
Jadlowirc 
Jamlin 
Jilsrphs 
Kaiser 
Kcllcr 
Kennry 
King 
Kirkland 
Krrhs 
Kukovich 
1.aGrotta 
I.aughlin 
Lawlcis 
Lederer 
I.rh 
l.cscc~vit~ 
Lcvdansky 
L.lovd 
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Manic" Serafini 
Masland Sheehan 
Mayernik Smith. R. 
McCall Smith. S. H. 
Mc(izchan Snyder. D. W 
McGill Staback 
Mclio Stairs 
Merry Steelman 
Michlovif Stril 
Micoaic Stern 
Miller Stetler 
Mundy Stish 
Myers Strittmatter 
Nailor Sturla 
Nichol Surra 
Nbcc Tangretli 
O'Bricn I aylol-, E. 7. 
Oliver Iaylor.1. 
Prr~cl Thomab 
Pesci Tigue 
Pctrarca rrrllo 
Petcone lrich 
Pcltil Truc 
Phillips rulli 
Pi'tclla Vnnce 
Pitts Van llorns 
PI8119 Veun 
Prestorl Vltali 
Ramos Walho 
Raymond A arhington 
Rcadsha* Waugh 
Rehcr Williams 
Rrinard 
Ricgcr 
Kohcns 
Rohinson 
Roebuck 
Rohrcr 
Roonry 
Ruhlcy 
Kudy 
Sainato 
Santuni 

Wogan 
Worniak 
Wright. D. R. 
Wright. M. N 
Yewfic 
Youngblood 
Limmcrman 
zug 

Rlan, 
Speaker 

NOT VOTING-l 

(ivoppo Olas, Shoner rravaglio 
Mihalich 

The ma.jority having voted in the affir~~inti\,c, the question was 
detennined in the alrinnative and the amendment was agreed to. 

On  the question recurring, 
W i l l  the House agree to the bill on third consideration as 

amended'! 

Mr. BLAUM offered the following amendment No. A6008: 

Amend Title, page I, line 4, by striking out " A N D  
Amend Title, page I, line 5 ,  by striking out all of said line and 

inserting 
agency"; and further providing for reciprocal 
enforcement of support and for interstate 
enforcement o f  family support. 

Amend Sec. 3, page 3, line 20, by striking out "SECTION 4303 OF 
TITLE 23 IS" and inserting 

Sections 4303 and 4352(a) and (f) of Title 23 are 
Amend Bill, page 4, by inserting between lines 18 and 19 

6 4352. Continuinr! iurisdiction over s u ~ ~ o r t  orders. . . 
(a) General rule.-The court making an order of support shall at all 

times maintain Jurisdiction o f  the matter for the purpose o f  enforcement 
o f  the order and for the purpose of increasing, decreasing, modifying or 
rescinding the order [without limiting the right o f  the obligee to institute 
additional proceedings for support in any county in which thc obligor 
resides or in which property o f  the obligor is situated] unless the order has 
been registered pursuant to Part V l l l  (relatine to llniform Interstate 
Family Support) or Parl VIII-A (relating to Intrastate Family Suprnrt). A 
method shall be developed for the automatic review of each order of 
support at least once every three years from the date o f  establishment or 
the mast recent review, for the purpose o f  making any appropriate 
increase, decrcase, modification or rescission o f  the order. If, however, it 
is determined that such a review would not be in the best interests ofthe 
child and neither oarent has reauested a review in the interim. no review 
shall be required. 

* * *  .,. .,. .,. 

[(D Foreign support orders.-Subject to the limitations in subsection 
(d), the court may modify or remit any suppon obligation under registered 
foreign suppon orders when the foreign court declines, surrenders or 
determines that it is an inappropriate forum to modify the decree.] 

* * * 
Section 4. Chapter 45 o f  Title 23 is repealed. 
Section 5. Title 23 is amended by adding parts to read: 

PART V l l l  
UNIFORM INTERSTATE FAMILY SUPPORT 

Chapter 
71. General Provisions 
72. Jurisdiction 
73. Civil Provisions o f  General Application 
74. Establishment o f  Support Order 
75. Direct Enforcement of Order o f  Another State without 

Registration 
76. Enforcement and Modification of Support Order after Registration 
77. Determination o f  Parentage 
78. lntcrstate Rendition 
79. Miscellaneous Provisions 

CHAPTER 71 
GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Sec. 
7101. Short title o f  part and definitions. 
7102. Tribunals o f  this State. 
71 03. Remedies cumulative. 
$ 7101. Short tille o f  palt and definitions. 

(a) Short title o f  part. --l'his part shall he known and may be cited as 
the Unilbrm Interstate Family Suppurl Act. 

(h) De1initions.-Subject to additional definitions contained in 
subsequent provisions of this part which are applicable to specitic 
provisions o f  this part, the lbllowing words and phrases when used in this 
part shall have thc meanings given to them in this section unless the 
context clearly indicates otherwise: 

"Child." An individual, whether over or under the age of majority, 
who is or i s  alleged to be owed a duty o f  support by the individual's 
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parent or who is or is alleged to be the beneficiary o f  a support order 
directed to the parent. 

"Child support order." A support order for a child, including a child 
who has attained the age o f  majority under the law o f  the issuing state. 

"Department." The Department o f  Public Welfare of the 
Commonwealth. 

"Duty of support." A n  obligation imposed or imposable by law to 
provide support for a child, spouse or former spouse. The term includes 
an unsatisfied obligation to provide support. 

"Home state." The state in which a child lived with a parent or a 
person acting as parent for at least six consecutive months immediately 
preceding the time of filing of a petition or comparable pleading for 
support and, if a child is less than six months old, the state in which the 
child lived from birth with any of them. A period o f  temporary absence 
o f  any o f  them is counted as part of the six-month or other period. 

"Income." The term includes earnings or other periodic entitlements 
to money from any source and any other property subject to withholding 
for support under the law ofthis State. 

"Income-withholding order." An order or other legal process 
directed to an obligor's employer, as defined in section 4348 (relating to 
attachment of income), to withhold support from the income o f  the 
obligor. 

"Initiating state." A state in which a proceeding under this part or 
a law substantially similar to this pan, the Uniform Reciprocal 
Enforcement o f  Support Act or the Revised Uniform Reciprocal 
Enforcement o f  Support Act is filed for forwarding to a responding state. 

"Initiating tribunal." The authorized tribunal in an initiating state. 
"Issuing state." The state in which a tribunal issues a support order 

or renders a judgment determining parentage. 
"Issuing tribunal." The tribunal that issues a support order or 

renders ajudgment determining parentage. 
"Law." The term includes decisional and statutory law and rules 

and regulations having the force o f  law. 
"Obligee." Any o f  the following: 

( I )  An individual to whom a duty o f  support is or is alleged 
to be owed or in whose favor a support order has been issued or a 

~ ~ 

judgment determining parentage has been rendered. 
(2) A state or mlitical subdivision to which the rights under . . u 

a duty of support or support order have been assigned or which has 
independent claims based on tinancial assistance provided to an 
individual obligee. 

(3) A n  individual seeking a judgment determining 
parentage o f  the individual's child. 
"Obligor." An individual, or the estate o f  a decedent: 

( I )  that owes or is alleged to owe a duty of support; 
(2) that is alleged but has not been adjudicated to be a 

parent o f  a child; or 
(3) that is liable under a support order. 

"Register." To record a support order or judgment determining 
parentage in the office designated by a court of common pleas. 

"Registering tribunal." A tribunal in which a support order i s  
registered. 

"Responding state." A state to which a proceeding i s  folwarded 
under this part or a law substantially similar to this part, the Uniform 
Reciprocal Enforcement of Suppol* Act or the Revised Uniform 
Reciprocal Enforcement of Support Act. 

"Responding tribunal." The authorized tribunal in a responding 
state. 

"Spousal-support order." A suppart order for a spuse or former 
spouse of the obligor. 

"State." A state o f  the United States, tlie District o f  Columbia, the 
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico or any territory or insular possession 
subject to the jurisdiction of the United States. The term includes an 
Indian tribe and a foreign jurisdiction that has established procedures for 
issuance and enforcement of suppol? orders which are substantially similar 
to the procedures under this pan. 

"Support enforcement agency." A public official 01. agency 
authorized to seek: 

( I )  enforcement o f  support orders or laws relating to the 
duty of support; 

(2) establishment or ~nodification ofchild support; 
(3) determination o f  parentage; or 
(4) location o f  obligors or their assets. 

"Support order." A judgment, decree or order, whether temporary, 
final or subject to modification, for the benefit of a child, a spouse or a 
former spouse, which provides for monetary support, health care, 
arrearages or reimburse~nent. The tenn includes related costs and fees, 
interest, income withholding, attorney fees and other relief, 

"Tribunal." A court, admini~trative agency or quasi-judicial entity 
authorized to establish, enforce or modify support orders or to determine 
parentage. 
5 7102. Tribunals o f  this State. 

'The courts set forth in 42 Pa.C.S. 9 301(1) through (7) and (9) 
(relating to unified judicial system) are the tribunals of this Statr. 
5 7103. Remedies cumulative. 

Remed~es provlded by this pan are cumulative and do not affect the I availabilitv o f  remedies under other law. 
CHAPTER 72 

JURISDICTION 
Subchapter 

A. Extended Personal Jurisdiction 

I B. Proceedings Involving Two or More States 
C. Reconciliation with Orders of Other States 

I SIIBCIIAPTER A 

I EXTENDED PERSONAL JURISDICrlON 
: Sec. 

7201. Bases for jurisdiction over nonresident. 
7202. Procedure when exercising jurisdiction over nonresidcnt. 
5 7201. Bases for jurisdiction over nonresident. 

In a proceeding to establish, enforce or modify a support order or to 
determine parentage, a tribunal of this State may exercise pol-sonal 
jurisdiction over a nonresident individual or the individual's guardian or 
conservator if any o f  the following apply: 

( I )  The individual is personally served u i t l i  a writ of 
summons or aco~nplaint within this State. 

(2) The individual submits to thc jurisdiction o f  this State 
by consent, by entering a general appearance or by tiling a 
responsive document having the effect o l  waiving any contcst to 
personal jurisdiction. 

(3) The individual resided with the child in this State. 

(4) The individual resided in this Statr and provided 
prenatal expenses or support for thc child. 

(5) The child resides in this State as a result o f  the acts or 
directives o f  the individual. 

(6) The individual engaged in sexual intercaorse in this 
State and tlie child !nay have k e n  conceived by that act of 
intercourse. 

(7) (Reserved). 
(8) There i s  any other basis consistent with the 

constitutions o f  this State and the United States for the exercise of 
personal jurisdiction. 

5 7202. Procedure when exercising,iurisdiction over nonresidcnt. 
A tribunal o f  this State exercising personal jurisdiction over a 

nonresident under section 7201 (relating to bases ibr jurisdiction o ~ c r  
nonresident) may appl) section 7316 (relating to special rules a f  evidence 
and procedure) to receive evidence fiom another stale and section 7318 
(relating to assistance with discovery) to obtain discovery through a 
tribunal o f  anvthcr state. In  all other respects. rhaptcrs 73 (relating to civil 
provisions o f  general application) through 77 (relating to drtcrn7ination 
o f  parentage) do not apply; and the tribunal 5liall apply the proccdural and 
substantive Ian ofthis State, including the rules on choice o f  Ian other 
than those established by this pall. 
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SUBCHAPTER B 

PROCEEDINGS INVOLVING TWO OR MORE STATES 
Sec. 
7203, lnitiating and responding tribunal of this State. 
7204. Simultaneous proceedings in another state. . 
7205. Continuing, exclusive jurisdiction. 
7206. Enforcement and ~nodification of suooort order bvtribunal having . . 

continuing jurisdiction. 
5 7203. Initiating and responding tribunal o f  this State. 

Under this part, a tribunal o f  this State may serve as an initiating 
tribunal to forward proceedings to another state and as a responding . . 
tribunal for proceedings initiated in another state. 
6 7204. Simultaneous nroceedines in another state. 

(a) Permissible.-A tribunal o f  this State may exercise jurisdiction 
to establish a support order if the petition or comparable pleading is filed 
after a petition or comparable pleading is filed in another state only if all 
ofthe following apply: 

(1) The petition or comparable pleading in this State is filed 
before the expiration o f  the time allowed in the other state for tiling 
a responsive pleading challenging the exercise ofjurisdiction by the 
other state. 

(2) The contesting party timely challenges the exercise o f  
.jurisdiction in the other state. 

(3) If relevant, this State is the home state of the child. 
(b) Impermissible.-A tribunal o f  this State may not exercise 

jurisdiction to establish a support order if the petition or comparable 
pleading is filed before a petition or comparable pleading is filed in 
another state i fa l l  ofthe followingapply: - ~~ ~ 

(I) The petition or comparable pleading in the other state 
is filed before the exoiration of the time allowed in this State for I 
fil ing a responsive pleading challenging the exercise o f  jurisdiction 
by this State. 

(2) The contesting party timely challenges the exercise o f  
jurisdiction in this State. 

(3) If relevant, the other state is the home state o f  the child. 
5 7205. Continuing, exclusive jurisdiction. 

(a) Extent.-A tribunal o f  this State issuing a support order 
consistent with the law o f  this State has continuing exclusive jurisdiction 
over a child suppon order: 

( I )  as long as this State remains the residence of the 
obligor, the individual obligee or the child for whose benefit the 
support order is issued; or 

(2) until each individual party has filed written consent 
with the tribunal o f  this State for a tribunal of another state to 
modify the order and assume continuing, exclusive jurisdiction. 
(b) Restriction.-A tribunal of this State issuing a child support order 

consistent with the law o f  this State may not exercise its continuing 
jurisdiction to modify the order if the order has been modified by a 
tribunal of another state pursuant to a law substantially similar to this part. 

(c) Modification.-If a child support order o f  this State is modified 
by a tribunal o f  another state pursuant to a law substantially similar to this 
part, a tribunal of this State loses its continuing, exclusive jurisdiction 
with regard to prospective enforcement of the order issued in this State 
and may only do the following: 

( I )  Enforce the order that was modified as to amounts 
accruing before the modification. 

( f )  Duration and modification.-A tribunal o f  this State issuing a 
support order consistent with the law of this State has continuing 
exclusive jurisdiction over a spousal support order throughout the 
existence o f  the support obligation. A tribunal of this State may not 
modify a spousal support order issued by a tribunal of another state having 
continuing, exclusive jurisdiction over that order under the law o f  that 
state. 
5 7206. Enforcement and modification of support order by tribunal 

having continuing jurisdiction. 
(a) lnitiating tribunal.-A tribunal of this State may serve as an 

initiating tribunal to request a tribunal o f  another state to enforce or 
modify a suppon order issued in that state. 

(b) Responding tribunal.-A tribunal o f  this State having continuing, 
exclusive jurisdiction over a support order may act as a responding 
tribunal to enforce or modify the order. If a party subject to the 
continuing, exclusive jurisdiction o f  the tribunal no longer resides in the 
issuing state, in subsequent proceedings, the tribunal may apply 
section 7316 (relating to special rules of evidence and procedure) to 
receive evidence from another state and section 7318 (relating to 
assistance with discovely) to obtain discovery through a tribunal o f  
another state. 

(c) Lack o f  jurisdiction.-A tribunal of this State which lacks 
continuing. exclusive jurisdiction over a spousal support order may not 
serve as a responding tribunal to modify a spousal support order o f  
another state. 

7207 Recognltlon of ch~ld w p p m  orderc 
7208 hlultlole chlld sunmn orden ior t\ro or more ohll~er.\ 
7209. ~redi ;  for payments. 

- 
5 7207. Recognition of child support orders. 

(a) Principles.-If a proceeding is brought under this part and one or 
more child support orders have been issued in this State or another state 
with regard to an obligor and a child, a tribunal o f  this State shall apply 
the following rules in determining which order to recognize for purposes 
o f  continuing, exclusive jurisdiction: 

(I) If only one tribunal has issued a child support order, the 
order o f  that tribunal must be recognized. 

(2) If two or more tribunals have issued child support 
orders for the same obligor and child and only one o f  the tribunals 
would have continuing, exclusive jurisdiction under this p;llt, the 
order of that tribunal must be recognized. 

(3) If two or more tribunals have issued child support 
orders for the same obligor and child and more than one o f  the 
tribunals would have continuing, exclusive jurisdiction under this 
part, an order issued by a tribunal in the current home state of the 
child must be recognid, but, if an order has not k e n  issued in the 
current home state o f  the child, the order most recently issued must 
be recognized. 

(4) If two or more tribunals have issued child support 
orders for the same obligor and child and none o f  the tribunals 
would have continuing, exclusive jurisdiction under this part, the 
tribunal of this State may issue a child support order, which must be 
recognized. 
(b) Result.-The tribunal that has issued an order recoenized under 

12, I n r i ~ . ~  ~i<~n~iiod~fi:ihIe ~ I ~ X L I <  ~ t i t l ~ a t  ordcr. suhsca~on ra l  i s  the tribunal na\in~ionlln.llng, ex:lulive jur~sdiition. 
1 3 I I'ru\ ~dc .,llier annr~nriiltt cr ' lc i  i , ~  \ IO~AII<)~,  J< thdl I J 7211X. \!ulti~le ihi ld wnmn  ordcrs ri,r r\ro ur niorr o b l i r c ~  , , .. . 

order which occurred before the effective date o f  the modification. 
(d) Faith and credit.-A tribunal of this State shall recognize the 

continuing, exclusive jurisdiction of a tribunal o f  another state vhich has 
issued a child support order pursuant to a law substantially similar to this 
part. 

(e) Interim orders.-A temporaly support order issued ex parte or 
pending resol~~tion of a jurisdictional conflict does not create continuing, 
exclusive jurisdictian in the issuing tribunal. 

. . - 
In responding to multiple registrations or petitions for enforcement . 

o f  two or more child support orders in effect at the same time with regard 
to the same oblieor and different individual oblieees at least one o f  which - 
was issued by a tribunal of another state, a tribunal o f  this State shall 
enforce those orders in the same manner as if the multiple orders had been 
issued by a tribunal of this State. 
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5 7209. Credit for payments. 

Amounts collected and credited for a particular period pursuant to 
a support order issued by a tribunal of another state must be credited 
aeainst the amounts accruing or accrued for the same wriod under a . 
support order issued by the tribunal ofthis State. 

CHAPTER 73 
CIVIL PROVISIONS OF GENERAL APPLICATION 

Sec. 
7301. Proceedings under this part. 
7302. Action by minor parent. 
7303. Application o f  law of this State. 
7304. Duties o f  initiating tribunal. 
7305. Duties and powers o f  responding tribunal. 
7306, Inappropriate tribunal. 
7307. Duties o f  suppon enforcement agency. 
7308. Duty o f  General Counsel. 
7309. Private counsel. 
73 10. Duties of department. 
73 1 I. Pleadings and accompanying documents. 
7312. Nondisclosure o f  information in exceptional circumstances. 
73 13. Costs and fees. 
7314. Limited immunity ofpetitioner. 
73 15. Nonparentage as defense. 
73 16. Special rules o f  evidence and procedure. 
7317. Communications between tribunals. 
73 18. Assistance with discavety. 
7319. Receipt and disbursement o f  payments. 
5 7301. Proceedings under this part. 

(a) Scope.-Except as otherwise provided in this part, this chapter 
applies to all proceedings under this part. 

(b) Proceedings.-This part provides ibr the following proceedings: 
(I) Establishment of an order for spousal support or child 

support pursuant to Chapter 74 (relating to establishment of support 
order). 

12) Enforcement o f  a suowrt order and income- , , . . 
withholding order o f  another state without registration pursuant to 
Chapter 75 (relating to dircct cnmrcement o f  order of another state 
without registration). 

(3) Registration of an order for spousal support or child 
suppon of another state fbr enforcement pursuant to Chapter 76 
(relating to enforcement and modification of suppolt ordcr after 
registration). 

(4) Modification o f  an order for child support or spousal 
support issued by a tribunal o f  this State pursuant to Subchapter B 
of Chapter 72 (relating to proceedings involving two or more 
states). 

(5) Registration o f  an order for child support of another 
state for modification pursuant to Chapter 76. 

( 6 )  Determination of parentage pursuant to Chapter 77 
(relating to determination o f  parentage). 

(7) Assertion ofjurisdiction over nonresidents pursuant to 
Subchapter A o f  Chapter 72 (relating to extended personal 
jurisdiction). 
(c) Commencement.-An individual pstitioner or a support 

enforcement agency lnust commence a proceeding authorired under this 
part by filing a petition in an initiating tribunal for forwading to a 
responding tribunal or by filing a petition or a con~parable pleading 
directly in a tribunal o f  another state which has or can obtain personal 
jurisdiction over the respondent. 
5 7302. Action by minor parent. 

A minor parent or a guardian or other legal representative ofa minor 
parent may maintain a proceeding on behalf of or for the brnefit of the 
minor's child. 

5 7303. Application o f  law ofthis State. 
Except as otherwise provided by this pan, a responding tribunal o f  

this State: 
( I )  shall apply the procedural and substantive  la^'. 

including the rules on choice of law, generally applicable to similar 
proceedings originating in this State and may exercise all powers J 
and provide all remedies available in those proceedings; and 

(2) shall determine the duty of support and the amount 
payable in accordance with the law and support guidelines o f  this 
State. 

ji 7304. Duties of initiating tribunal. 
Upon the filing of a petition authorized by this pan. an initiating 

tribunal o f  this State shall forward three copies o f  the petition and its 
accompanying documents: 

( I )  to the responding tribunal or appropriate support 
enforcement agency in the responding state; or 

(2) if the identity oftlie responding tribunal is unknown, to 
the state information agency of the responding state with a request 
that they be fixwarded to the appropriate tribunal and that receipt be 
acknowledged. 

5 7305. Duties and powers oSresponding tribunal. 
(a) Filing and notice.-If a responding tribunal of this State receives 

a pctition or comparable pleading from an initiating tribunal or directly 
pursuant to section 7301(c) (relating to procccdings under this pan), it 
shall cause the petition or pleading to be filed and notiSy the pctitioiier by 
t in t  class  nail where and when it was tiled. 

(b) Action.-A responding tribunal of this Statr, to the extent 
otherwise authorired by law, ,nay do any ofthe ibllowing: 

( I )  Issue or enforce a supwrt order, modi* a child support 
order or render aiudgment to determine parentage. 

(2) Order an obligor to comply with a support order, 
specifiing the amount and the manner ofcompliancc. 

( 3 )  Order income withholding. 
(4) Deter~ninc thc amount o f  any arccarages and specif) a 

lnethod o f  payment. 
(5) Enforce orders by cir i l  or criminal contempt. or both. 
(6) Set aside propetty tnr satislictirm o f  the s~ipport order. 
(7) Place liens and order execuiion on the ohligor's 

property 
1 8 )  Order an oblizor to kern the tribunal inl"~.~ned of thc 

L 

obligor's current residential address, tclephonr nulnber, umploycr, 
address o f  employment and teleplione numbel. at the place o f  
employment. 

(9) Issue a bcnch warrant k>r an obligor who has failed * 
after propel- notice to appear at a hearing ol-dcrcd by the tribunal and 
enter the bench warrant in any star and local computer systcms for 
cl.iminal warrants. 

(10) Order the obligor tn seek appmpi-iate employinent by 
specified methods. 

( I  I )  Award reasonable attorney kes and other fccs and 
costs. 

( I?)  Grant any other a\ailable remedy. 
(c) Calculations-A responding tribunal o f  this Statr shall include 

in a support order issued under this palt, or in the documents 
accompanvi~ir the order, tlie calculatic~nh on \vhicli the s i i l ~ ~ o n  order i s  . . 
based. 

(d) Visitation.-A responding tribunal irf thic State ma) (not 
condition the payment o f  a s u p ~ ~ r t  order issued i~rider this part upon 
co~npliance by a patty u i th provisions ii>r \isit:iti,rn. 

(e) Notice-If a responding tribunal o f  this State issues a11 older 
undcl- this pall, the tribunal shall send a copy or tlie older hy 1il.st class 
mail to the petitioner and the rrspondr~it and to the initialing trihi~iial, i f  
any. 1 
$ 7306. Inappropriate tribunal. 

If a petition or comparable pleading i s  received by an inappropriate 
tribunal of this State, it shall forward the pleading and accompanying 
docume,its to an app,opc.iale tribunal in this State or another state and 
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notify the petitioner by first class mail where and when the pleading was 
sent. 
5 7307. Duties of support enforcement agency. 

(a) (irneral duty.-A support enfbrce~nent agrncy ofthis State, upon 
request, shall provide services to a petitioner in a proceeding under this 
part. 

(h) Specific duties.-A suppon enforcement agrncy that is providing 
services to the petitioner as appropriate shall do all o f  the following: 

( I )  Take steps necessary to enable an appropriate tribunal 
in this State or another state to obtain jurisdiction over the 
respondent. 

(2) Request an appropriate tribunal lo set a date, time and 
place for a hearing. 

(5) Make a reasonable cfTort to obtain relevant information, 
including infor~iiatian as lo income and property o f  the parties. 

(4) Within two days, cxclusive o f  Saturdays, Sundays and 
legal holidays, aflar receipt o f  a written notice from an initiating, 
responding or rcgistcring tribunal, send a copy o f  the notice by first 
class  nail to the petitioner. 

(5) Within two days, cxclusive o f  Saturdays, Sundays and 
legal holidays, afier reccipt of a written communication from the 
respondent or thc respondent's attorney, send a copy o f  thc 
communication by tirst class ,nail to the petitioner, 

( 6 )  Nutib the petitioner ifjurisdiction ovcr thc rrspondcnt 
cannot be obtained. 
(c) Fiduciaries.-This pati does not create or negate a relationship 

of attorney and client or other fiduciary relationship between a support 
enforcement agency or the attorney for the agrncy and the individual 
being assisted by the agency. 
$ 7308. Duty o f  General Counsel. 

If the General Counsel determines that the support enforcement 
agcncy i s  neglecting or rrtiising to provide serviccs to an individual, the 
Gencrel Counsel may ordcr the agency to perform its duties under this 
part or !nay probide those services directly to the individual. 

7309. Private counsel. 
An individual ma? employ private counsel to represent the 

individual in proceedings authorized by this pan. 
$ 73 10. Duties of depart~iient. 

(a) Designation-The department i s  thc State intbrmation agency 
under this part. 

(h) Duties.-The department shall do all ofthe following: 
( I )  Compile and !maintain a current list, including 

addresses, o f  the tribunals in this State uhich have jurisdiction 
under this pan and any support enibrcement agencies in this State 
and transmit a copy to thc state information agency of every other 
state. 

(2) Maintain a register o f  tribunals and support enforcement 
agcncirs received fro~n ather states. 

(3) Forward to tlie appropriate tribunal in the place in this 
State in \rhich the individual ohligec or the obligor resides, or in 
which the obligor's property is belicved to be located, documcnts 
concerning a proceeding under this pan receiwd fro~n an initiating 
tl.ibunal or the slate information agcncy ot.the iniliatirig state. 

(3) Ohtain inlormation concerning the location o f  tlie 
ohlignr and tlie ohligor's property within this State not exempt from 
execution by such means as postal verification: Federal or Statc 
locator services; cxamination of telcplionc dircctol-irs; requests for 
thc obligor's addrrss li.o~ii emploqcn; and examination o f  
gobcl-nmcntal records, including. tu the extent not prohibited by 
utlie~. la%, those relating to real propcny. vital statistics. 
la\$ cnforcrmrnt. taxation, inotor vehicles, driver's licenses and 
Social Security. 

p 7.3 I I. Plcndings and accompanying documents. 
la1 Vcrificatiori and content.-i\ petitioner seekine to establish or - 

modif> a support order or to dctcrnline parentage in a proceeding under 
this part must verit:\ thr petition. Ilnlcss othcrwisr ordered undcr 
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section 7312 (relating to nondisclosure o f  information in exceptional 
circumstances), the petition or accompanying documents must provide, so 
far as known, the name, residential address and Social Security number 
of the obligor and the obligee and the name, sex, residential address, 
Social Security number and date of birth o f  each child for whom support 
is sought. The petition must be accompanied by a certified copy of any 
support order in ef'fect. The petition may include any other information 
that may assist in locating or identifying the respondent. 

(b) Relief.-The petition must specify the relief sought. The petition 
and accompanying documents must conform substantially with the 
requirements imposed by the forms mandated by Federal law for use in 
cases tiled by a support enforcement agency. 
5 73 12. Nondisclosure of information in exceptional circumstances. 

Upon a finding, which may be made ex pane, that the health, safety 
or liberty o f  a party or child would be unreasonably put at risk by the 
disclosure o f  identibing information or if an existing order so provides, 
a tribunal shall order that the address o f  the child or party or other 
identifying information not be disclosed in a pleading or other document 
tiled in a proceeding under this pan. 

7313. Costs and fees. 
(a) Petitioner.-The petitioner may not be required to pay a filing fee 

~ ~ 

or other costs. 

(b) Ohlig(~r.-If an obligee prevails, a responding tribunal may 
assess against an obligor filing frcs, reasonable attorney fees, other costs - . 
and necessary travel and other reasonable expenses incurred by the 
obligee and the obligee's witnesses. The tribunal may not assess fees, 
costs or expenses against the obligee or the support enforcement agency 
o f  either the initiating state or theresponding state except as provided by 
other law. Anomev fees mav he tawed as costs and mav be ordered oaid 
directly to the attorney, who may enforce the order in the attorney's own 
name Payment o f  support owed to the ohligee has priority ovcr fees, costs 
and expenses. 

(c) Dilatory actions-Thc tribunal shall order the payment o f  costs 
and reasonable attorney fees if it determines that a hearing was requested 
primarily ibr delay. In a proceeding under Chapter 76 (relating to 
enforcement and modification o f  support order alier registration), a 
hearing i s  presumed to have been requested primarily for delay if a 
rcgisteicd support order i s  confirmed or cnforccd without change. 
5 7314. Limitcd immunity olpetitioner. 

(a) Jurisdiction over person.-Participation by a petitioner in a 
proceed in^ before a responding tribunal, whethcr in person, by private - . ~ ~ 

attorncy or through services provided by the support enforcemcnt agency, 
does not confer personal jurisdiction over the petitioner in another 

- 
(b) Service.-A petitioner is not amenable to service ofcivi l  process 

while physically present in this State to participate in a proceeding under 
this pan. 

(c )  Exception.-The immunity granted by this section does not 
extend to civil litigation based on acts unrelated to a proceeding under this 
part committed by a party uhile present in this Stale to panicipate in the 
proceeding. 
5 73 15. Nonparentage as delense. 

A party whose parentage of a child has been previously determined 
by or pursuant to law may not plead nonparentagr as a defense to a 
proceeding under this pan. 
5 73 16. Special rules of evidence and proccdurc. 

(a) Physical presence.-The physical presence o f  the petitioner in a 
responding tribunal o f  this State i s  not required for the establishment, 
~nforcement or ~nodification of a support ordcr or the rendition of a 
judgment determining parentage. 

i b i  Hearsay exception.-A verified ~etition, afidavit or document. 
substantially comblying'uith federally Inandated forms, and a dmurnent 
incornorated bv reference in anv o f  thcm. not excluded under the hearsav 
rule ifgiven in pcrson, is admissible in rvidcnce if givcn under oath by a 

party or witness residing in another state. 
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(c) Payment record.-A copy o f  the record o f  child support 
payments certified as a true copy o f  the original by the custodian o f  the 
record may be forwarded to a responding tribunal. The copy is evidence 
of facts asserted in i t  and is admissible to show whether payments were 
made. 

(d) Bills.<opies o f  bills for testing for parentage and for prenatal 
and postnatal health care o f  the mother and child, furnished to the adverse 
party at least ten days before trial, are admissible in evidence to prove the 
amount of the charges billed and that the charges were reasonable, 
necessary and customary. 

(e) Transmission of documentary evidence.-Documentary evidence 
transmitted from another state to a tribunal o f  this State by telephone, 
telecopier or other means that do not provide an original writing may not 
be excluded from evidence on an objection based on the means o f  
transmission. 

(f) Testimony.-In a proceeding under this part, a tribunal o f  this 
State mav oermit a oartv or witness residing in another state to be demsed , . . . - 
or to testify by telephone, audiovisual means or other electronic means at 
a designated t;ibunal or other location in that state. A tribunal o f  this State 
shall cooperate with a tribunal o f  another state in designating an 
appropriate location for the deposition or testimony. 

(g) Self-incrimination.-If a party called to testify at a civil hearing 
refuses to answer on the ground that the testimony may be 
self-incriminating, the hier o f  fact may draw an adverse inference from 
the refusal. 

(h) Spousal communications.-A privilege against disclosure o f  
communications between spouses does not apply in a proceeding under 

~~ ~ 

this part. 

(i) Family immunity.-The defense of immunity based on the 
relationship o f  husband and wife or parent and child does not apply in a 
proceeding under this part. 
6 7317. Communications between tribunals 

A tribunal o f  this State may communicate with a tribunal o f  another 
state in writing or by telephone or other means to obtain information 
concerning the laws o f  that state; the legal effect of a judgment, decree or 
order o f  that tribunal; and the status o f  a proceeding in the other state. A 
tribunal of this State may furnish similar information by similar means to 
a tribunal o f  another state. 
5 7318. Assistance with discovery. 

A tribunal o f  this State mav do all of the followine: 
(1) Request a tribunal o f  another state to assist in obtaining 

discovery. 
(2) Upon request, compel a person over whom it  has 

jurisdiction to respond to a discovery order issued by a tribunal o f  
another state. 

5 7319. Receipt and disbursement o f  payments. 
A support enforcement agency or tribunal o f  this State shall disburse 

~ ~ 

promptly any amounts received pursuant to a support order, as directed by 
the order. The aeencv or tribunal shall furnish to a reauestina Danv or 
tribunal o f  another s k  a certified statement by the custodian o f  the 
record o f  the amounts and dates o f  all payments received 

CHAPTER 74 
ESTABLISHMENT OF SUPPORT ORDER 

Sec. 
7401. Petition to establish s u ~ m r t  order. . . 
p 7101 Pellt~on 10 cstabibh support order. 

la )  Jur~sd~ctlon. l f a  ~uooon order cntillcd lo recornition ~nder  this \ ,  . . - 
part has not been issued, a responding tribunal o f  this State may issue a 
support order if any o f  the following apply: 

(I) The individual seeking the order resides in another 
state. 

(2) The support enforcement agency seeking the order is 
located in another state. 
(b) Temporary orders.-The tribunal may issue a temporary child 

support order if any o f  the following apply: 
( I )  The respondent has signed a verified statement 

acknowledging parentage. 
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(2) The respondent has been determined by or pursuant to 

law to be the parent. 
(3) There i s  other clear and convincing evidence that the 

respondent i s  the child's parent. 
(c) Relief-Upon finding, afler notice and opportunity to be heard, 

that an obligor owes a duty o f  support, the tribunal shall issue a support w 
order directed lo the obligor and may issue other orders pursuant to 
section 7305 (relating to duties and powers o f  responding tribunal). 

CHAPTER 75 
DIRECT ENFORCEMENT OF ORDER OF 

ANOTHER STATE WlTHOlJT REGISTRATION 
Sec 
7501. Recognition of income-withholding order o f  another state. 
7502. Administrative enforcement o f  orders. 
5 7501. Recognition o f  income-withholding order o f  another state. 

(a) Authorization.-An income-withholding order issued in another 4 
state mav be sent bv first class mail to the oerson or entitv defined as the 
obligor's employer under section 4348 (relating to attachment o f  income) 
without first filing a petition or comparable pleading or registering the 
order with a tribunal o f  this State. UDon recei~t o f  the order. the emolover . , 
shall do all ofthe following: 

( I )  Treat an income-withholding order issued in another 
state which appears regular on it5 face as if it had been issued by a 
tribunal o f  this State. 

(2) Immediately provide a copy o f  the order to the obligor. . 
(3) Distribute the funds as directed in the withholding 

order. 
(b) Contests.-An obligor may contest the validity or enforcement 

of an income-withholdine order issued in another state in the same manner 
as if the order had been-issued by a tribunal o f  this State. Section 7604 
(relating to choice o f  law) applies to the contest. The obligor ]nust give 
notice o f  the contest to any support enforcement agency providing 
services to theobligee and to: 

( 1  ) the person or agency designated to receive payments in 
the income-withholding order; or 

(2) if no person or agency is designated, the obligee. 
5 7502. Administrative enforcement o f  orders. 

(a) Initiation.-A party seeking to enforce a support order or an 
income-withholding order issued by a tribunal o f  another state !nay send 
the documents required for registering the order to a support enforcement 
agency o f  this State. 

(b) Procedure.-Upon receipt o f  the documents, the support 
tnforcement agency, without initially seeking to register the order, shall 
consider and, if appropriate, use any administrative procedure = 
nuthorized by the law of this State to enforce a support order or an 
income-withholding order. If the obligor does not contest administrative 
:nforcement, the order need not be registered. If the obligor contests the 
validity or administrative enforcement o f  the order, the support 
:nforcement agency shall register the order pursuant to this pan. 

CHAPTER 76 
ENFORCEMENT AND MODIFICATION 

OF SUPPORT ORDER AFTER REGISTRATION 
Subchapter 

A. Registration and Enforcement o f  Support Order 
w 

B. Contest of Validity or Enforcement 
C. Registration and Modification o f  Child Support Order 

SUBCHAPTER A 
REGISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT OF SUPPORT ORDER 

jec. 
7601. Registration o f  order for enforcement. 
7602. Procedure to register order for enforcement 
7603. Effect o f  registFation for enforcement. 
1604. Choice o f  law. 
i 7601. Registration o f  order for enforcement, - 

A support order or an income-withholding order issued by a tribunal 
,fanother state may be registered in this State for enforcement. 
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5 7602. Procedure to register order for enforcement. 

(a) General rule.-A support order or income-withholding order of 
another state may be registered in this State by sending the following 
documents and information to the appropriate tribunal in this State: 

( I )  A letter o f  transmittal to the tribunal requesting 
registration and enforcement. 

(2) Two copies, including one certified copy, o f  the order 
to k registered. including any modification o f  the order. 

(3) A sworn statement by the party seeking registration or 
a certified statement by the custodian o f  the records showing the 
amount o f  any arrearage. 

(4) The name o f  the obligor and, if known: 
( i )  the obligor's address and Social Security 

number; 
(ii) the name and address of the obligor's employer 

and any othzr source o f  income of the obligor; and 
(ii i) a description and the location o f  property o f  

the obligor in this State not exempt from execution. 
(5) Thc name and address of the obligee and, if applicable, 

the agency or person to whom suppon payments are to be remitted. 
(b) Docketing.4" receipt o f  a request for registration, the 

registering tribunal shall tile the order as a foreign judgment, together 
with one copy o f  the documents and information, regardless oftheir form. 

(c) Simultaneous relief-A petition or comparable pleading seeking 
a remedy that must k afiirmatively sought under other law o f  this State 
may be filed at the same time as the request for registration or later. The 
pleading must specify the grounds for the re~nedy sought. 
$ 7603. Effect o f  registration Tor enforcement. 

(a) Procedure.-A support order or income-withholding order issued 
in another SVdtr is registered when the ordrr is liled in the registering 
tribunal o f  this State. 

(b) Enforcement.-A registered order issued in another state is 
enforceable in the same manner and is subject to the same procedures as 
an order issued by a tribunal o f  this State. 

(c) Faith and credit.-Except as otherwise provided in this chapter, 
a tribunal o f  this State shall recognize and enforce, but may not modify, 
a registered order ifthe issuing tribunal had jurisdiction. 
5 7604. Choice o f  law. 

(a) General rule.-The law o f  the issuing state governs the nature, 
extent, amount and duration of current payments and other obligations o f  
support and the payment o f  arrearages under the order. 

(b) Proceeding for arrrarages.-In a proceeding for arrearages, the 
statute of limitation under the laws o f  this State or o f  the issuing state, 
whichet'er i s  longer, applies. 

SUBCHAPTER B 
CONTEYI OF VALIDITY OR ENFORCEMENT 

Sec. 
7605. Notice of registration o f  order. 
7606. Procedure to contest validity or enforcement of registered order. 
7607. Contest o f  registration or enfbrcement. 
7608. Confirmed order. 
$ 7605. Notice of registration of order. 

(a) Requirement.-If a support order or income-withholding order 
issued in another state i s  registered, the registering tribunal shall notify the 
nonregistering party. Notice lnust be given by lirst class, certified or 
registcrcd mail or by any means o f  personal service authorized by the law 
ol th is  State. The notice must be accompa~iied by a coay of the registered 
order and thc docr~imentc and relevant inibrtnation accompanying the 
order. 

(b) Contents. The notice musr inform the nonregistcl-ing pan) o f  
all ofthc following: 

i I )  That a re~istercd order is enforceable as o f  the date o f  
registration in the same manner as an order issued by a tribunal o f  
this State. 

(2) Th;a a heariiif to contest the \illidit). or enforcement of. 
the registered order (must be reilnested ui l i l in 20 days aticy the date 
of inailing or personal servicc ofthe notice. 

(3) That failure to contest the validity or enforcement o f  the 
registered order in a timely manner will result in confirmation of the 
order and enforcement o f  the order and the alleged arrearages and 
wi l l  preclude further contest of that order with respect to any matter 
that could have been asserted. 

(4) The amount of any alleged arrearages. 
(c) Employer-Upon registration o f  an income-withholding order 

for enforcement, the registering tribunal shall notify the obligor's 
employer pursuant to section 4348 (relating to attachment o f  income). 
g 7606. Procedure to contest validity or enforcement o f  registered order. 

(a) Action.-A nonregistering party seeking to contest the validity 
or enforcement o f  a registered order in this State must request a hearing 
within 20 days afier the date o f  mailing or personal service o f  notice o f  the 
registration. The nonregistering party may seek to vacate the registration, 
to assert any defense to an allegation of noncompliance with the registered 
order or to contest the remedies being sought or the amount o f  any alleged 
arrearages pursuant to section 7607 (relating to contest o f  registration or 
enforcement). 

(b) Inaction.-If the nonregistering party fails to contest the validity 
or enforcement o f  the registered order in a timely manner, the order is 
confirmed by operation o f  law. 

(c) Hearing.-If a nonregistering party requests a hearing to contest 
the validity or enforcement o f  the registered order, the registering tribunal 
shall schedule the Inaner far hearing and give notice to the parties by first 
class mail ofthe date, time and place ofthe hearing. 
5 7607. Contest of registration or enforcement. 

(a) Defenses.-A party contesting the validity or enforcement of a 
registered order or seeking to vacate the registration has the burden o f  
proving one of the following defenses: 

( 1 )  The issuing tribunal lacked personal jurisdiction over 
the contesting party. 

(2) The order was obtained by fraud. 
(3) The order has been vacated, suspended or modified by 

a later order. 

(4) The issuing tribunal has stayed the order pending 
appeal. 

(5) There is a defense under the law o f  this State to the 
remedy sought. 

(6) Full or partial payment has been made. 
(7) The statute o f  limitation under section 7604 (relating to 

choice of law) precludes enforcement of some or all o f  the 
arrearages. 
(b) Relief-If a party presents evidence establishing a full or partial 

defense under subsection (a), a tribunal may stay enforcement o f  the 
registered order, continue the proceeding to permit production of 
additional relevant evidence and issue other appropriate orders. An 
uncontested portion o f  the registered order may be enforced by all 
remedies available under the law of this State. 

(c) Aftirmance.-If the contesting party does not establish a defense 
under subsection (a) to the validity or enforcement o f  the order, the 
registering tribunal shall issue an order confirming the order. 
$ 7608. Confirmed order. 

Confirlmation o f  a registered order, whether by operation o f  law or 
atier notice and hearing, precludes further contest o f  the order with respect 
to any matter that could have been asserted at the time o f  registration. 

SUBCHAPl-ER C 
REGISTRATION AND MODIFICATION 

OF CHI1.D SUPPORT ORDER 
Sec. 
7609. Procedure to register child supp~rt order o f  another state for 

modification. 
7610, Effect o f  registration for modification. 
761 1. Modification ofchild support order of another state. 
7612. Recognition o f  order modified in another state. 
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$ 7609. Procedure to register child support order o f  another state for 

rnodification. 
A party or support enforcement agency seeking to modify, 

or to modify and enforce, a child support order issued in another state 
must register that order in this State in the same manner provided in 
Subchapter A (relating to registration and enforcement of support order) 
if the order has not been registered. A oetition for modification mav be 
filed at the same time as a request for registration, or later. The pleading 
must specify the grounds for modification. 
6 7610. Effect o f  reeistration for modification. - 

A tribunal of this State may enforce a child support order o f  another 
state registered for purposes o f  modification in the same manner as if the 
order had been issued by a tribunal o f  this State, but the registered order 
may be modified only if the requirements o f  section 761 1 (relating to 

. . 
(a) Authority.-Afier a child support order issued in another state 

has been registered in this State,the responding tribunal of this State may 
modify that order only if, aRer notice and hearing, i t  finds any o f  the 
following: 

( I )  The following requirements are met: 
(i) the child, the individual obligee and the obligor 

5 7701. Proceeding to determine parentage. 
(a) Jurisdiction.-A tribunal o f  this State may serve as an initiating 

or responding tribunal in a proceeding brought under this part or a law 
substantially similar to this part, the Uniform Reciprocal Enforcement of 
Support Act or the Revised Uniform Reciprocal Enforcement o f  Support 
Act to determine that the petitioner is a parent o f  a particular child or to W 
determine that a respondent i s  a parent ofthat child. 

(b) Choice of law.-In a proceeding to determine parentage, a 
responding tribunal o f  this State shall apply the procedural and substantive 
law ofthis State and the rules of this State on choice of law. 

CHAPTER 78 
INTERSTATE RENDITION 

Sec. 
7801. Grounds for rendition. 
7802. Conditions of rendition. 
5 7801. Grounds for rendition. ‘rr 

(a) Definition ofgovernor.-For purposes of this chapcr, "governor" 
includes an individual performing the functions of governor or the 
executive authority o f  a state covered by this pan. 

(b) Authority of governor.Thc governor o f  this State may do all of 
the following: 

(1) Demand that the governor of another state surrender an 

. ,  . 
seeks modification; and 

(iii) the respondent is subject to the personal 
jurisdiction ofthe tribunal o f  this State. 

(2) An individual party or the child i s  subject to the 
personal jurisdiction o f  the tribunal and all of the individual parties 
have filed a written consent in the issuing tribunal providing that a 
tribunal o f  this State may modify the support order and assume 
continuing, exclusive jurisdiction over the order. 
(b) General rule.-Modification o f  a registered child support order 

is subject to the same requirements, procedures and defenses that apply to 
the modification o f  an order issued by a tribunal o f  this State; and the 
order may be enforced and satisfied in the same manner. 

(c) Restriction.-A tribunal o f  this State may not modify any aswct . . .  
of a child support order that may not be modified under the law o f  the 
issuing state. 

(d) Continuing, exclusive iurisdiction.4n issuance of an order 
modifying a child suppan order issued in another state, a tribunal o f  this 
State becomes the tribunal o f  continuine. exclusive iurisdiction. -. 

(e) Filing.-Within 30 days after issuance of a modified child 
support order, the party obtaining the modification shall file a certified 
copy o f  the order with the issuing tribunal which had continuing, 
exclusive jurisdiction over the earlier order and in each tribunal in which 
the party knows that earlier order has been registered. 
6 7612. Recognition of order modified in another state. 

A tribunal o f  this State shall recognize a moditication of its earlier 
child support order by a tribunal of another state which assumed 
jurisdiction pursuant to a law substantially similar to this part and, upon 
request, except as otherwise provided in this pan, shall do all of the 
following: 

(1) Enfbrce the order that was modified only as to amounts 
accruing before the modification. 

(2) Enforce only nonmodiiiable aspects o f  that order. 

(3) Provide other appropriate relief only for violations of 
that order which occurred before the effective date of the 
modification. 

(4) Recognize the modifying order of the other state, upon 
registration, for the purpose of enforcement. 

CHAPTER 77 
DETERMINATION OF PARENTAGE 

Sec. 
7701. Proceeding to determine parentage. 

" . . - 
(2) On the demand by the governor o f  another state. 

surrender an individual found in this State who is charged 
I 

criminally in the other state with having failed to provide for the 
support of an obligee. 
(c) Extended extrddition.-A provision for extradition of individuals 

not inconsistent with this part applies to the demand even if the individual 
whose surrender is demanded was not in the demandine state when the - 
crime was allegedly committed and has not fled from the demanding state. 
6 7802. Conditions o f  rendition. 

(a) Extradition to this State.-Before making demand that the 
governor o f  another state surrender an individual charged criminally in 
this State with having failed to provide for the support of an obligee, the 
governor of this State may require a prosecutor o f  this Statc to 
demonstrate that at least 60 days previously the obligee had initiated 
proceedings for support pursuant to this part or that the proceeding would 
be o f  no avail. 

(b) Extradition from this State-If, under this part or a law 
substantially similar to this part, the llniform Reciprocal Enforcement o f  
Support Act or the Revised Uniform Reciprocal Enforcement of Support . . 
~c.1; the governor o f  another state makes a demand that the governor of 
this State surrender an individual charged criminallv in that state with - 
having failed to provide for the support o fa  child or other individual to 

~ ~ 

whom a duty o f  support is owed, the governor ]nay require ;I prosecutor 
to investiratc the demand and renort whether a oroceedin~ li>r suonort has . . 
k e n  initidted or would he effecAvr. i f  i t  appears that a pkeeding ,w,uld 
be effective but has not hcen initiated, the gouernol- may delay honrrring 
the demand for a reasonable time to permit the initiation o f a  proceeding. 

(c) Declining to honor de11iand.-lf a proceeding for support has 
been initiated and the individual whose rendition i s  dclnandcd prevails, d 
the governor !nay decline to honor the demand. If the petitioner prcvails 
and the individual whose rendition is demanded i s  sr~hject to a support 
order, the governor may docline to honor the denland i f  the individual is 
complying with the support order. 

CHAPTEK 7') 
MISCELLANEOl,'S PROVISIONS 

Sec. 
7901. Uniformity of application and construction. 
5 7901. Uniformity of application and construction. 

This part shall be applied and construed to cffectuate its gcncl-al w 
purpose to make uniform the law nit11 respect to tlic rubject of thib part 
among states enacting it. 
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PART VIII-A 

INTKASrA lE  FAMILY SUPPORT 
Chapter 

8 1. General Provisions 
82. .Jurisdiction and Venue 
83. ('ivil Provisions ofGeneral Application 
84. Entbrccment and Modification o f  Support Order after 

I<cgistrillion 
CHAPTER 81 

GENFRAI. PROVISIONS 
Sec. 
8101. Short title ofpart and definitions. 
8102. Scope. 
8100. Remedies cumulati\~c. 
5 8101, Short title otpan and definitions. 

(a) Short title o f  part-This part shall be known and may be cited as 
the Intrastate Famil) Support Act. 

(b) Dcfinitiuns.-Subject to additional delinitions contained in 
subsequent provisiow 01' this part which are applicable to specific 
provisions o f  this part, the following words and phrases when used in this 
part shell have the meanings gi\,cn to them in this section unless the 
contcxt clearlq indicates othcnvisc: 

"Child." An individual, whcthcr over or under the age o f  majority. 
u ho is or i s  allcgcd to be owed a duty o f  support by the individual's 
parent ar who is or i s  alleged to be the beneficiary o f  a support order 
directed to the parent. 

"Child support order." A support order for a child, includinga child 
who has attained the age o f  majority. 

"Department." 7hr  Department of Public Welfare o f  thc 
Co~n~nonwcalth. 

"Duty o f  >upport." An obligation imposed or impasable by la\* to 
provide support for a child, spouse ur lbrmer spouse. The tcrrn includes 
an unsatisfied obligation to provide support. 

"Income." The term includes earnings or other periodic entitlements 
to money fiom any sourcc and any other property suhject to withholding 
for support under the laws of this Commonwealth. 

"Income-withholding order." An order or other legal process 
d i r rc t~d  to an i>hligor's employer, as defined in section 4348 (relating to 
attachment 01' incornc), tu withhold support from the income of the 
obligor. 

"Initiating county." A county in which a proceeding under this part 
or a law substantially similar to this part, the llniform Keciprocal 
tnibrcemcnt of Support Act or the Re*ised llnifi>cm Reciprocal 
Enforcement o f  Support Act i s  filed for fotrarding to a responding 
county. 

"Initiating tribunal.'' The authorized tribunal in an initiating county. 
"Issuing county." Thc count) in which a tribunal issues a support 

order or renders a judgmcnt determining parentagc. 
"Issuing tribunal." The tribunal that issues n support order or 

rcndcrs ajudgmeiit determining parentage. 

"Law." I'he term includes decisional and statuc,~ law and rulcs 
and regulations having the force o f  law. 

"Ohligcc." Any o f t l ~c  ii,llowing: 
( I )  A n  individual to whom a duty of support is or is alleged 

to hc ov.r.d or in \rlarse Fwur a srlpport ordcr has heen issued or a 
judg~nent dcterniining parentage has been rendcrcd. 

(2 )  A political subdivi,ion to \+hich the rights under a dut) 
o f  support or support al-der habe been assigned or which has 
independent claims based on financial a?sistancc provided to an 
individuzsl obligee. 

(3)  An individual qeeking ZI jl~dgment determining 
parentage ot.the individual's child. 
"Oblig~r." .An indi\idilaI, or thc cstale ofadecedcnt, that: 

( I )  o\res or i s  allcgcd to owe a duty of support: 
(2) is allcgcd hiit has not heen ndj~~dicatcd to be a parent o f  

a child; or 
(3) is liahlc i~ndel- 3 s~~ppurt ordel.. 

"Register." To record a support order or judgment determining 
parentage in the office designated by a court o f  common pleas. 

"Registering tribunal." A tribunal in which a support order is 
registered. 

"Responding county." A county to which a proceeding is forwarded 
under this part. 

"Responding tribunal." The authorized tribunal in a responding 
county. 

"Spousal-support order." A support order for a spouse or former 
spouse o f  the obligor. 

"Support enforcement agency." A public official or agency 
authorized to seek: 

( I )  enforcement o f  support orders or laws relating to the 
duty o f  support; 

(2) establishment or modification o f  child support; 
(3) determination o f  parentage; or 
(4) location ofobligors or their assets. 

"Support order." A judgment, decree or order, whether temporaty, 
final or subject to modification, whcther incidental to a pending divor~.e, 
far the benefit o f  a child, a spouse or a former spouse. which provides for 
!monetary support, hralth care, arrearages or reimbursement. The term 
includes related costs and fees, interest, income withholding, attorney fees 
and other relief 

"Title IV-D attorney." The official in the appropriate county who, 
by contract or appointment. has the duty to represent obligees in support 
actions brought in the county. 

"Tribunal." A coun, administrative agency or quasi-judicial entity 
authorized to establish, enforce or modify support orders or to determine 
parentage. 
$8102. Scope. 

This pan applies to actions between panies from different counties 
in this Commonwealth. 'This part docs not apply to actions under Part V l l l  
(relating to uniform interstate family support). 
$ 8103. Remedies cumulative. 

Remedies provided by this pan are cumulative and do not affect the 
availability of remcdies under other law. 

CHAPTER 82 
JlJRlSDlCTlON AND VENlJE 

Sec. 
8201. Continuing, exclusive jurisdiction. 
8202. Recognition ofsupport ordcrs. 
8203. Crcditforpayments. 
8204. Venue. 
5 8201. Continuing, exclr~sivejurisdiction. 

(a) Extent.-A tribunal issuing a support order has continuing, 
exclusive jurisdiction over a support order unless the order is registered 
pursuant to Part V l l l  (relating to llniform Interstate Family Support) or 
this pan. 

(h) Faith and credit.-.A tribunal shall recognize the continuing 
exclusive jurisdiction o f  another tribunal which has issued a support order. 
$ 8202. Recognition o f  sr~pport orders. 

(a) Principles-lfa proceeding i s  brought under this part and more 
than one support order has been issued in this Commonwealth with regard 
to the rame obligation, a tribunal shall apply the following rules in 
determining which order to recognize for purposes o f  continuing, 
cxclusivcjurisdiction: 

( I )  if twrl or more tribunals have issued support orders for 
the same obligation and only one of the tribunals would have 
continuing, exclusive jurisdiction under this part, the order o f  that 
tl-ihn~ial must he recognized. 

(2) If two or (nore tribunals have issued suppah orders for 
the same obligation and mare than one of the tribunals would have 
continuing, exclusivejurisdiction under this part, an order issued by 
a tribunal in the county where the obligee resides must be 
recogni7ed; but, i fnn  order has not been issued in the county where 
the obligee resides, the order most recently issued must be 
recogni~ed. 
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(3) If two or more tr~bunals have Issued suppon orders Sol 

the same obl~gat~on and none o f  the tr~bunals would have - 
continuing, exclusive jurisdiction under this part, the tribunal may 
issue a suooort order. which must be recoenized. . . - 
(b) Result.-The tribunal that has issued an order recognized undel 

subsection (a) is the tribunal having continuing, exclusive jurisdiction. 
$ 8203. Credit for payments. 

Amounts collected and credited for a particular period pursuant tc 
a support order issued by one tribunal must be credited against the 
amounts accruing or accrued for the same period under a suppon order 
issued by another tribunal. 
$ 8204. Venue. 

(a) General rule.-Except as provided in subsection (b), venue for an 
action under this part lies in the county where the petitioner resides. 
regardless of whether the parties maintained a family domicile in that 
county. 

(b) Exceptions.- 
( I )  Subsection (a) shall not apply if any of the followin€ 

apply: 
( i )  AAer diligent effort, the petitioner is unable tc 

effect service upon the respondent in the county where the 
petitioner resides. 

(ii) I t  is not legally possible to enter an order 
against the respondent in the county where the petitioner 
resides. 

( i i i )  The respondent is already subject to an order 
for suppon, in the case at bar or in any other case. 
(2) If paragraph (1) applies, venue for an action under this 

pan lies in any ofthe following: 
(i) The county in which the respondent resides. 
(ii) The county in which the respondent is regularly 

employed. 
(i i i) The county in which the respondent i s  subject 

to an order under paragraph (I)(iii). 

(3) If paragraph (2) applies, the county in which the 
petitioner resides shall act only as a facilitating county. 

CHAPTER 83 
CIVIL PROVISIONS OF GENERAL APPLICATION 

Sec. 
8301. Proceedings under this part. 
8302. Action by minor parent. 
8303. Duties of initiating tribunal. 
8304. Duties and powers o f  responding tribunal. 
8305. Inappropriate tribunal. 
8306. Duties o f  suppon enforcement agency. 
8307. Duty o f  General Counsel. 
8308. Private counsel. 
8309. Nondisclosure o f  information in exceptional circumstances. 
83 10. Nonparentage not a defense. 
831 1. Special rules o f  evidence and procedure. 
83 12. Assistance with discovery. 
$8301. Proceedings under this pan. 

(a) Scope.-This pan provides for the following proceedings: 
(1) Establishment of an order for spousal suppon or child 

suppon. 

(2) Registration o f  an order for spousal suppon or child 
suppon o f  another county for enforcement or modification pursuant 
to Chapter 84 (relating to enforcement and modification of suppon 
order afler registration). 
(b) Commencement-An individual petitioner or a suppon 

enforcement agency must commence a proceeding authorized under this 
pan by tiling a petition in an initiating tribunal for forwarding to a 

responding tribunal or by filing a petition or a comparablc plcading 
directly in a tribunal of another county which has or can obtain personal 
jurisdiction over the respondent. 

~ ~~p 

$ 8302. Action by minor parent. 
A minor parent, or a guardian or other legal representative o f  a 

minor parent, may maintain a proceeding on behalf of or for the benefit 
o f  the minor's child. 
5 8303. Duties o f  initiating tribunal. 

Upon the filing o f  a petition authorized by this pan, an initiating 
tribunal shall forward one copy o f  thc petition and its accompanying 
documents to the responding tribunal. 
$8304. Duties and powersof responding tribunal. 

(a) Filing and notice.-lfa resoonding tribunal receives a oetition or . . 
comparable pleading from an initiating tribunal ur directly pursuant to 

~ ~ 

section 8301(b) (relating to proceedin$ under this pan), it shall file the 
oetition or oleadinlr and notifi the oetitioner bv first class mail where and 
when it was filed. 

(b) Action.-A responding tribunal, to the extent otherwise 
authorized bv law. may do any o f  the fullowina: w - 

( I )  lssue or enforce a suppon order, lnodify a support order 
or render a judgment to determine parentage. 

( 2 )  Order an obligor to comply with a suppon ordcr, 
specifying the amount and the manner o f  compliance. 

(3) Order income withholding. 

(4) Determine the amount o f  any arrrarages and specify a 
method of payment. 

( 5 )  Enforce orders by civil or criminal contempt, or both. 
(6) Set aside propeny for satisfaction ofthe suppon order. , 
( 7 )  Place liens and order execution on the obligor's 

property 
(8) Order an obligor to keep the tribunal inforlned of the 

obligor's current residential address, tclcphone number, employer, 
address of employment and telephone number at place o f  
employment. 

( 9 )  lssue a bench warrant fnr an obligor who has failed 
after proper notice to appear at a hearing ordered by the tribunal and 
enter the bench warrant in any state and local computcr systelns for 
criniinal warrants. 

(10) Order the obligor to seek appropriate employment by 
specified methods. 

( I  I )  Award reasonable attorney fees and athcl- fees and 
costs. 

(1 2) Grant any other available remedy. 

(c) Findings o f  fact.-/\ responding tribunal shall include in a : 
support order issued under this pan. or in the docr~mcnts accompanying 
the order, the findings o f  fact on which the suppon order is based. 

(d) Visitation.-A responding tribunal may not condition the 
payment o f  a support order issued under this part upon compliance by a 

- 
party with provisions for visitation. 

(c) Notice.-lfa responding tribunal issues an order under this pan. 
the tribunal shall send a copy of the order by first class mail to the 
petitioner and the respondent and to the initiating tribunal, ifany. 
$ 8305, Inappropriate tribunal. 

If a petition or coniparable pleading i s  recei\'ed by an inappropl-iatc 
tribunal, it shall forward the pleading and accolnpanyilig documents to an 
appropriate tribunal and notifj the petitioner by til.st class mail where and 
when the pleading was sent. 

w 
9 8306. Duties o f  suppolt e~iforcement agency. 

(a) General duty.-A suppon enforcement agency, upon reilocst, 
shell provide services to a petitioner in a proceeding under this pall. 

(b) Specitic duties-A suppon enforcement agency that is providing 
services to the petitioner as ao~moriate shall do all o f  the followinc: . .  . 

( I )  1-ake all steps necessary to cnablc an apprupriatc 
tribunal to obtain jurisdiction o\el-thc i-cspondcnt. 

(2) Reqr~cst an appropriate tribunal to set a date, time and 
place for a hearing. rr 

(3) Make a i-casonablc ctyol-t to ohrain all i-elcvant 
information. including information as to income and proput) of the 
parties. 
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(4) Within two days, exclusive of Saturdays, Sundays and 
legal holidays, after receipt o f  a written notice from an initiating, 
responding or registering tribunal, send a copy o f  the notice by first 
class mail to the petitioner. 

(5) Within two days, exclusive of Saturdays, Sundays and 
legal holidays, after receipt of a written communication from the 
respondent, send a copy o f  the communication by first class mail to 
the petitioner. 

(6) Provide to the petitioner and respondent notice o f  all 
proceedings within two days, exclusive o f  Saturdays, Sundays and 
legal holidays, o f  setting a date for proceedings pursuant to this part. 

(7) Provide to the petitioner and respondent a copy o f  all 
recommendations and court orders, including findings o f  fact, 
within two days, exclusive o f  Saturdays, Sundays and legal 
holidays, of issuing the recommendations or court order. 

(8) Provide to the petitioner and respondent a copy of the 
court's procedure to file a demand for a de novo hearing or to file 
exception to the recommendation o f  the hearing officer. 

(9) Notify the petitioner ifjurisdiction over the respondent 
cannot be obtained. 
(c) Fiduciaries.-This part does not create or negate a relationship 

of attorney and client or other fiduciary relationship between a support 
enforcement agency or the attorney for the agency and the individual 
being assisted by the agency. 
5 8307. Duty ofGeneral Counsel. 

If the General Counsel determines that the support enforcement 
agency is neglecting or refusing to provide services to an individual, the 
General Counsel may order the agency to perform its duties under this 
part or may provide those services directly to the individual. 
5 8308. Private counsel. 

An individual may employ private counsel to represent the 
individual in proceedings authorized by this part. 
5 8309. Nondisclosure of information in exceptional circumstances. 

Upon a finding, which may be made ex parte, that the health, safety 
or liberty of a party or child would be unreasonably put at risk by the 
disclosure o f  identifying information or if an existing order so provides, 
a tribunal shall order that the address o f  the child or party or other 
identifying information not be disclosed in a pleading or other document 
filed in a proceeding under this part. 
5 8310. Nonparentage not a defense. 

A party whose parentage of a child has been previously determined 
by or pursuant to law may not plead nonparentage as a defense to a 
proceeding under this part. 
5 83 I I. Special rules o f  evidence and procedure. 

(a) Physical presence.-The physical presence o f  the petitioner in a 
responding tribunal is not required for the establishment, enforcement or 
modification o f  a support order or the rendition o f  ajudgment determining 
parentage. 

(b) The obligee shall be represented, where appropriate, by the 
county Title IV-D attorney in a proceeding brought before the responding 
tribunal. 

(c) Hearsay exception.-A verified petition, affidavit or document, 
and a document incorporated by reference in any o f  them, not excluded 
under the hearsay rule if given in person, is admissible in evidence if 
given under oath by a party or witness. 

(d) Payment record.-A copy o f  the record of support payments 
certified as a true copy of the original by the custodian of the record may 
be forwarded to a responding tribunal. The copy i s  evidence o f  facts 
asserted in it and is admissible to show whether payments were made. 

(e) Bills.-Copies o f  bills for testing tbr parentage and for prenatal 
and postnatal health care o f  the mother and child, furnished to the adverse 
party at least ten days before trial, are admissible in evidence to prove the 
amount of the charges billed and that the charges were reasonable, 
necessary and customary. 

(f) Tran51nission o f  documentary evidence.-Documentary evidence 
transmitted to a tribunal by telephone, telecopier or other means that do 

not provide an original writing may not be excluded from evidence on an 
objection based on the means oftransmission. 

(g) Testimony.-In a proceeding under this part, a tribunal may 
permit a party or witness to be deposed or to testify by telephone, 
audiovisual means or other electronic ]means at a designated tribunal or 
other location. Tribunals shall cooperate in designating an appropriate 
location for the deposition or testimony. 
$ 8312. Assistance with discovery. 

A tribunal may do any o f  the following: 
( I )  Request another tribunal to assist in obtaining 

discovery. 
(2) Upon request, compel a person over whom it has 

jurisdiction to respond to a discovery order issued by another 
tribunal. 

CHAPTER 84 
ENFORCEMENT AND MODIFICATION 

OF SUPPORT ORDER AFTER REGISTRATION 
Subchapter 

A. Registration of Support Order 
B. Contest o f  Validity or Enforcement 

SUBCHAPTER A 
REGISTRATION OF SUPPORT ORDER 

Sec. 
8401. Registration of order. 
8402. Procedure to register order. 
5 8401. Registration oforder. 

A support order issued by a tribunal may be registered in any 
tribunal o f  competentjurisdiction. 
5 8402. Procedure to register order. 

(a) General rule.-A support order may be registered by sending the 
following documents and information to the appropriate tribunal: 

(I) A letter o f  transmittal to the tribunal requesting 
registration and enforcement. 

(2) Two copies, including one certified copy, of the order 
to be registered, including any modification of the order. 

(3) A swom statement by the pa@ seeking registration or 
a certified statement by the custodian o f  the records showing the 
amount o f  any arrearage. 

(4) The name o f  the obligor and, if known: 
(i) the obligor's address and Social Security 

number; 
(ii) the name and address o f  the obligor's employer 

and any other source o f  income of the obligor; and 
(iii) a description and the location of property o f  

the obligor not exempt from execution. 
( 5 )  The name and address o f  the obligee and, if applicable, 

the agency or person to whom support payments are to be remitted. 
(b) Docketing.-On receipt of a request for registration, the 

registering tribunal shall file the order as a foreign judgment, together 
with one copy o f  the documents and information, regardless of their form. 

SUBCHAPTER B 
CONTEST OF VALIDITY OR ENFORCEMENT 

Sec. 
841 1. Noticeofregistrationoforder. 
8412. Procedure to contest validity of registered order. 
8413. Contest o f  registration or enforcement. 
8414. Confirmed order. 
8415. Effectofaconfirmedorder. 
5 841 I. Notice o f  registration of order. 

(a) Requirement.--If a support order or order issued by another 
tribunal i s  registered, the registering tribunal shall notify the 
nonregistering party. Notice must be given by first class, certified or 
registered mail or by any means o f  personal serviceauthorized by the law. 
The notice must be accompanied by a copy o f  the registered order and the 
documents and relevant information accompanying the order. 
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(b) Contents.-The notice must inform the nonregistering party o f  
all o f  the following: 

(1) A registered order is enforceable as o f  the date o f  
registration in the same manner as an order issued by a tribunal. 

(2) A hearing to contest the validity of the registered order 
must be requested within 20 days after the date o f  mailing or 
personal service o f  the notice. 

(3) Failure to contest the validity of the registered order in 
a timely manner will result in confirmation o f  the order and 
enforcement of the order and the alleged arrearagcs and will 
preclude further contest o f  that order with respect to any matter that 
could have been asserted. 

(4) The amount of any alleged arrearages. 
5 8412. Procedure to contest validity o f  registered order. 

(a) Action.-A nonregistering party seeking to contest the validity 
of a registered order must request a hearing within 20 days afier the date 
of mailing or personal service o f  notice o f  the registration. The 
nonregistering party may seek to vacate the registration or the amount o f  
any alleged arrearages pursuant to section 8413 (relating to contest o f  
registration or enforcement). 

(b) Inaction.-If the nonregistering party fails to contest the validity 
of the registered order in a timely manner, the order is confirmed by 
operation o f  law. 

(c) Hearing.-If a nonregistering party rrqursts a hearing to contest 
the validity o f  the registered order, the registering tribunal shall schedule 
the matter for hearing and give notice to the parties by first class mail o f  
the date, time and place o f  the hearing. 
5 8413. Contest o f  registration or enforcement. 

(a) Defenses.-A party contesting the validity o f  a registered order 
or seeking to vacate the registration h a  the burden o f  proving one o f  the 
following defenses: 

( I )  The issuing tribunal lacked personal jurisdiction over 
the contesting party. 

(2) The order was obtained by fraud. 
(3) The order has been vacated, suspended or modified by 

a later order. 
(4) The issuing tribunal has stayed the ordcr pending 

appeal. 
(5) Full payment has been made and there is no continuing 

support obligation. 
(b) Relief-If a party presents evidence establishing a full or partial 

defense under subsection (a), a tribunal may stay enforcement of the 
registered order, continue the proceeding to permit production o f  
additional relevant evidence and issue other appropriate ordcrs An 
uncontested portion o f  the registered order ,nay be enforced by all 
remedies available. 

(c) Affirmance.-If the contesting party does not establish a defense 
under subsection (a) to the validity o f  the order, the registering tribunal 
shall issue an order confirming the order. 
5 8414. Contirmed order. 

Confirmation o f  a registered ordrr, whether by operation of law or 
after notice and hearing, precludes further contest ofthe order with respect 
to any maner that could have been asserted at the time of registration. 
6 841 5. Effect o f  a confirmed order. 

A confinned ordrr has the fullowingcffect: 
( I )  It confers continuing exclusive jurisdiction to the 

responding tribunal which registered the order. 
(2) I t  eliminates the jurisdiction o l  the tribunal mhich 

issued the order or requested that the order be registered. 
Section 6. This act shall apply to actions itiitiatcd on or atier the 

effective date ofthis act. 
Amend Sec. 4, page 4, line 19, by 3triking out "4" and inserting 

7 

On the question, 
W i l l  the I louse agree to the amendment'? 

The SPEAKER. O n  the question of the adoption o f  the 
amendment, the Chair recognizes the gentleman, Mr. Blaum. 

Mr. B L A U M .  Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
This, too, I believe, is an important amendment to this 

legislation which w i l l  improve child si~pport enbrcemmt 
throughout the Commonwealth and bring us into compliance u i t h  
Federal requirements so that we have a un i lb r~ i i  law throughout tlie 
country to better enable families i n  need o f  child support to obtain 
it. 

We have lhund over the years that there are so many obstacles 
when a parent w i l l  leave the home and move to another State that 
obtaining child support, i n  Inany cases, becomes very di l l icult  if 
not impossible. Because o f  that, the Federal Ciovcmment has 
required the States to enact legislation to make i t  un i lb r~n  w 
throughout the Nation. 

This bill was introduced at the beginning o f  the session with 
bipartisan support, and now I offer i t  as an amendment to this 
legislation so that Pennsylvania can j o i ~ i  some 20 other States that 
have moved fonbard in this regard to ~nake i t  eabier ibr i imi l ies - 
again, i n  different States -- to obtain the necessary child support for , 

their kids. 
This b i l l  also encourages the 67 counties i n  Pennsylvania to 

also better cooperate under a uni ibmi system so that they can 3 

obtain the necessary child support paylnents \%hen the parents of 
that particular child live i n  different counties. 

This legislation has been worked out with the domestic 
relations offices o f  thc 67 counties and is supported hy these 
professionals uho, again, work with this legislation and this l a u  on 
a daily basis. 

I t  is estimated that some 44 percent o f  children on AEDC 
(aid to fa~nilics with dependent children) and 19 percent ol'all other 
children do not receive the child support to which they are entitled. 
Moreover, according to recent data, we have found that la~ni l ies 
where the father was absent froin the home, 57 percent - only 
57 percent - had legally enforceahle child support awards, arid out 
o f  that number, only half  rccci\,ed the full amount. and indeed 
one-quarter received absolutely nothing hccause ot' the geographic - 
distance involved between the two parents. 

So this legislation. this   nod el lcgislation, was adopted and 
appro\,ed for the States to enact, and I ask that I'ennsylvania do so - 
now. I t  eliminates a great deal ol.confusion 2nd a grcat deal o f  
loopholes in the existing system and again is supported by the 
Domestic Relations Association of I'cnnsylvania uh ic l i  operates 
and deals u i t h  this law i n  all ol'our 67 counties. 

Let me just go through very quickly what i t  does, becausc this 
is a rather lengthy amendment u l i i ch  is very simple to understand 
uhen i t  is outlined, as 1 w i l l  try to do ti11 tlie ~nemhers. 

What i t  says. first of all, is that only one support ordcr w i l l  he 
in effect at any one time, and thc State ul iere the child resides w i l l  

1 
he thc dominant State i n  establishing priority in the competing 
courts. Too oficn when motions arc filed in tlie courts o l  
Pennsylvania, the l i ther w i l l  file another inotion i n  the court wlicre 
he resides with the result that nothing gets done li)r tlic cliild. 

Secondly, extended personal or long-anti,jurisdiction ollo\vs the 
court to retain exclusive iorisdiction over hoth nartics in the 

~ ~ ~ 

support order even i f  one or hoth o f  the parties live outside ol'the 
Commonwealth. 

Thirdly, for the lirst time, all incollie \vitliliolding ordcr can he 
w 

mailed directly to a person's employer \\.hen i n  anothcr State. 
Currently we are not able to do this \vhen a parent of a 
Pennsylvania k id lives outside of t l ie  State. 
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Fourth, the State with continuing exclusive jurisdiction t( 

modify the order will be the State that issues the order. 
Five, certain improvements are made in the terms o 

evidentiary rules to permit the use of faxes, facsimile materials, tc 
be placed in evidence and that allow depositions to occur bj 
telephone or conference call. This protects a single parent, a singli 
mother, who simply does not have the wherewithal to travel t( 
another State, many times to another county, to appear at endles! 
court dates in order to obtain the necessary support payments. 

In terms of enforcement of support orders, a court can orde~ 
withholding of income and hold an individual in civil or crimina 
contempt, set aside property for payment of support- 
Mr. Speaker, can I have some quiet, please? 

The SPEAKER. Now, there is a hope that we will get out o 
here in a reasonable amount of time. That hope dims as the noise 
level increases. 

The gentleman, Mr. Blaum. 
Mr. BLAUM. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
In tenns of intercounty cases -that being within Pennsylvani; 

- again, when the parents reside in two different counties, the 
amendment clarifies which county has priority in terms of issuin~ 
the support orders and establishing a venue jurisdiction, again tc 
make it very clear what courts are in charge of that particular case 

The bill streamlines the intercounty support procedures b) 
making the support case a one-county action, which does no 
allow, again, the courts in various counties to delay the payments 

These county support procedures are made consistent with the 
Pennsylvania automated child support enforcement system, an< 
again, something that is supported by the Domestic Relation: 
Association of Pennsylvania representing our 67 counties. 

It is time that we pass this kind of legislation to prohibi~ 
deadbeat fathers from escaping the natural responsibility they have 
to the child which they brought into this world. This legislation, 
again, begins to break down the barriers and close the loopholes bq 
which deadbeat parents seek to escape their responsibilities. 

Mr. Speaker. I ask for the members' approval of the 
amendment. 

The SPEAKER. On the question, the Chair recognizes the 
gentleman, Mr. Perzel. 

Mr. PERZEL. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, although DPW (Department of Public Welfare: 

does support the concept, they want some time to take a look a1 
this, Mr. Speaker. They are not 100 percent for this rewrite thal 
Mr. Blaum has put before us. 

It is 28 pages long. Mr. Speaker. Pennsylvania already has an 
interstate enforcement act, and this is a massive rewrite of that act. 
And the Feds are also, right now as we speak, currently making 
changes that might make this ineffective. 

So I would urge a "no" vote at this time, Mr. Speaker. 
The SPEAKER. On the question, the gentleman, Mr. Blaum. 
Mr. BLAUM. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, the Department of Welfare helped us write this 

legislation. The fact that the gentleman argues that the Feds are 
changing it is not corroborated by anything that we are aware of or 
the 20 other States that have adopted this. 

There is no reason, there is no reason for this to delay. This was 
introduced vcly early in this session by myself and the gentleman, 
Mr. Piccola, who has now moved over to the Senate, and it is 
legislation which is needed, again, so that deadbeat parents will not 
escape their responsibilities. 

lRNAL - HOUSE 2251 
The distinguished majority leader is correct. We are currently 

operating under a collection system. It does not work. There are 
too many loopholes in it and too many advantages which parents 
who want to escape their responsibilities use, legal maneuvers 
which they use, and I think we have all heard of cases in our 
offices that will corroborate this, where deadbeat parents use these 
kinds of loopholes and legal maneuvers which this legislation is 
designed to prohibit. 

I think this is an important piece of legislation, it is timely, and 
it is one that is necessary to bring Pennsylvania's law into the 
21st century, Mr. Speaker, and 1 ask that it be adopted. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman, Mr. Lloyd. 
Mr. LLOYD. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, this piece of legislation is the product of the 

National Conference of Commissioners on Uniform State Laws. I 
am one of Pennsylvania's four members of that commission, and 
I was at the meeting where this was approved at the national level. 

Mr. Speaker, a few weeks ago I got contacted by the national 
conference headquarters in Chicago indicating that this legislation 
was addressed in the welfare reform legislation moving through the 
Congress in Washington, and in fact that legislation contained a 
mandate that the State enact this uniform act on support. 
Mr. Speaker, I do not know what happened in the final conference 
committee report in Washington, which I gather is going to be 
vetoed, but the one thing that I have heard consistently from people 
who understand this subject is that regardless of the politics, of 
who the President is and who controls Congress, a mandate to 
implement this legislation is going to be imposed on us. 

Mr. Speaker, the purpose of this legislation is to try to reform 
the welfare system by making parents who happen to be living in 
some other State easier to reach in terms of getting them to meet 
their support obligations. To the extent that we can improve the 
collections from parents who are out of State, that means that 
money which is currently paid out in aid to families with dependent 
children and perhaps money which is paid out in medical 
assistance can be reduced, so that the fiscal impact of this 
legislation will be to save the State money. Mr. Speaker, ifwe are 
really interested in welfare reform, we ought to be interested in 
trying to make sure that those people who have brought children 
into this world take care of their obligations to those children. 

Mr. Speaker, this legislation is endorsed by all of the major 
national organizations which have been involved in child support, 
has been adopted in numerous States. It will have to be adopted in 
this State. It was staffed through the Department of Public Welfare, 
3nd I think we ought to put it into the bill today. Thank you, 
Ur. Speaker. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman, Mr. Williams, from 
Philadelphia. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
I believe that the previous speaker also captured several of the 

:omments that I was going to make, but the obvious one is that if 
a e  have imperfections within our own State system, it is clear and 
~bvious that if we do not have a mechanism to capture outside of 
)ur system, that we should do and move with all expeditious 
:fforts to that end. 

1 have in my district, unfortunately, encountered a mother who 
?as on occasion not received a check in a timely manner within the 
jtate of Pennsylvania. Clearly those who do not have the support 
~ n d  wherewithal that we do who live here, those of us who do not 
: o m  tiom families that have a father or a mother at home, those 
)I' us who do not have at this particular festive time during the 
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The majority required by the Constitution having voted in the 
affirmative, the question was determined in the affirmative and the 
bill passed finally. 

Ordered, That the clerk return the same to the Senate with the 
information that the House has passed the same with amendment 
in which the concurrence of the Senate is requested. 

RULES SUSPENDED 

The SPEAKER. Page 5 of today's calendar - this will be the 
last series of votes - page 5 of today's calendar, HR 250, PN 2824. 
It will be necessary to suspend rules prior to the adoption of this 
resolution. 

Accordingly, the Chair recognizes the lady, Mrs. Cohen. 
Mrs. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, 1 ask that the rules of the House be 

suspended to pennit the immediate consideration of HR 250. 

On the question. 
Will the House a g e e  to the motion'? 

The t o l l o ~ ~ n g  roll call Nas recorded. 

Adolph 
Allen 
Argall 
Armstrong 
Baker 
Bard 
Barlcy 
Hattisto 
Behko-Jones 
Belardi 
Bclfanti 
Birmelin 
Bishop 
Blaum 
Boscola 
Buyer 
Brown 
Brownc 
Bunt 
Butkovilr 
Huxton 
Caltagironr 
Cappahianca 
Carone 
Caulcy 
Chaduick 
Civera 
Clark 
Clylner 
Cohcn, L. I. 
Cohen, M.  
Colal'tlla 
Calairro 
Conti 
Cornell 
Corpora 
Corrigan 
Cowell 
coy 
Curry 
Daley 
DcLuca 
Drmpsey 
Dent 
Drrmody 
DeWeese 
DiGimlamo 
Donatucci 
Druce 

Durham 
Egolf 
Evans 
Fairchild 
Fajt 
Fargo 
Farmer 
Feese 
Fichter 
Fleagls 
Flick 
Gamblc 
Gannon 
Grist 
(icorge 
Gigliatti 
Gladeck 
Godshall 
tiordnrr 
Gruitza 
Habay 
Haluska 
Harhan 
l lasay 
Hennessey 
Herman 
Hrrshry 
Hrss 
llorscy 
Hutchinson 
ltkin 
Jadlowisc 
James 
Jarolin 
Josrphs 
Kaiser 
Keller 
Kenney 
King 
Kirkland 
Krebs 
Kukovich 
I.aGrotta 
Laughlin 
1.awless 
Ledrrer 
Leh 
Lescovit~ 
Lrvdaniky 

Lloyd 
Lucyk 
Lynch 
Maitland 
Major 
Manderino 
Markosrk 
Marsico 
Masland 
Mayernik 
McCall 
McGrehan 
McGill 
Melio 

Memy 
Michlovic 
Micouir  
Miller 
Mundy 
Myers 
Nailor 
Nickol 
Nyce 
O'Brien 
Oliver 
Perzel 
Pesci 
I'etrarca 
Petrone 
Petlit 
I'hillips 
Pislrlla 
Pitts 
Plattts 
Preston 
Ramos 
Raymond 
Readshaw' 
Keber 
Reinard 
Riegcr 
Rokns 
Roebuck 
Rohrer 
Rooney 
Ruhley 
Rudy 
Sainato 
Santoni 

Sather 
Saylor 
Schradcr 
Schuler 
Scrimenti 
Semmel 
Seratini 
Sheehan 
Smith, B. 
Smith, S. H. 
Snyder, D. W. 
Staback 
Stairs 
Steelman 
Steil 
Stern 
Stetler 
Stish 
Strillmaher 
Sturla 
Surra 
Tangretti 
Taylor. E. Z. 
Taylor, J. 
Thomas 
Tigue 
Trello 
Trich 
True 
Tulli 
Vance 
Van Horne 
Vron 
Vitali 
Walko 
Washington 
Waugh 
Williams 
wogan 
Worniak 
Wright. D. R. 
Wright. M. N. 
Yeucic 
Younghlood 
Zimmerman 
Lug 

Ryan, 
Speaker 

Hanna Robinson 

NOT VOTING-I 

(;cuppo Olasz Shancr Travaglio 
Mihalich 

A ]majority of the members electcd to the House having voted 
in the aftinnative, the question was determined in the affirmative 
and thc  notion was agreed to. 
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RESOLUTION 

Mrs. C O H E N  called u p  HR 250, PN 2824, entitled: 

the immense march of the millennia which separates his listeners from our 
readers, "They shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears 
into pruninghwks: nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither 
shall they learn war any more" (2:4). 

A Resolution expressing condolences to the people of lsrael on the 
occasion of the violent assassination of their valiant and heroic son, 
Yitzhak Rabin, one of the greatest men of history, and confirming hope 
for the continuation of efforts to achieve security for lsrael through peace 
in the Middle East. 

content. The  gentleman is positively entitled to  the strict attention 
o f  the House. 

Mr.  DeWEESE. Mr.  Speaker, I will submit remarks for the 
record; I only wanted 10 o r  15 seconds. 

But Representative Cohen and I had chatted. I have had the 
privilege of working and  livtng in Israel for over 2 months on four 
different occasions, had the privilege of having dinner with 
Mr. Peres,  never Mr. Rabin, but I have some  personal reflections 
on the gentleman's life and career. I did want t o  make these 
observations for the record, and I thank the gentleman for gaining 
the anention of the House. 

T h e  SPEAKER. The  Chair thanks the gentleman. 

The unstinting and unweatying example of Prime Minister Rabin's life, 
which spanned a mighty arc from sabra to in  Haganah to 
tenure as Chiefof Staffof the Defense Force in the June 1967 War 
to his twin tenures as Prime Minister (1974.1977 and 1992 until his 
Dremature demise), shall forever endure as his monument and as a 

On the question, 
Will the House adopt the resolution? 

T h e  SPEAKER. O n  the question of the adoption o f  the 
resolution, the Chair recognizes the gentleman, Mr. DeWeese. 

M r .  DeWEESE.  Mr. Speaker, may  I have the attention of the 
House just for 15 seconds, please? 

The SPEAKER. This is a v e w  serious resolution, serious in its 

REMARKS SUBMITTED FOR THE RECORD 

testament of his creed initially enunciated by one of the greatest 
declamatory voices of his people, Isaiah. 

All thoughtful men and women will take heed of the splendid example he 
set for us all of unyielding courage in the teeth of titanic obstacles, of 
unstinting steadfastness of heart when engaged in conquering these very w 
same obstructions set to bar the way to his people's happiness and sense 
of nationhood, and of a rapidity of mind matched with a surety of 
judgment. 

Mr.  DeWEESE submitted the following remarks for the 
Legislative Journal: 

IN MEMORIAM CITATION FOR YITZHAK RABlN 
(MARCH I, 1922-November 4, 1995) 

My point of reference is as someone who has traveled to lsrael on 
numerous occasions and lived on the Ramot Hakovesh kibbutz. My 
wonderful experiences in Israel only bring me greater sorrow when I 
learned of Prime Minister Rabin's brutal assassination. 

The Prime Minister of the State of Israel, His Excellency Yitzhak Rabin. 
was suddenly and by an insensate deed of violence gathered unto his 
fathers on November 4, 1995. Yitzhak Rabin was someone who devoted 
his life to his nation and to his people, so that his native land would not 
only assume its rightful place amongst the nations of the Earth but also 
glow amidst the darkness of a violent age as to a beacon of hope and 
stability in a region of our world far too often bereft of cautious counsels 
and of wise prudence. 

We - the citizenry of the Commonwealth olPennsylvania - whose distant 
ancestors ventured across the tempestuous salt wastes of the 
North Atlantic, hoping to find in a New World that precious alnalgam of 
peace and prosperity that had eluded them in whatever Old Country from 
which they sprung, are proud to acknowledge an adamantine bond ol 
spiritual kinship and perdurable affection with our Nation's cousins who 
in similar fashion have forged a modem nation-state in the bitter afiermath 
of World War 11. 

Yitzhak Rabin was one of the principal laborers at that arresting task so 
eloquently delineated by the prophet Isaiah that shall ever resonate across 

I send my heartfelt condolences to the People of the Book, in the Land 
~romised to them from olden times unto Abraham and his seed in 
perpetuity, and especially to Leah Rabin and to her children in a grievous 
hour. as we ioin her and her familv in commemoratin~ a !most substantial 
loss and in ever remembering the propulsive force and creative energies 
ofthis man who indeed died in harness for us all 

O n  the question recurring, 
Will the House adopt the resolution? 

The  following roll call was  recorded: 

Adolph Durham 1.loyd Sather 
Allen Egolf I.ucyk Saylor 
Argall Evans Lynch Schroder 
Armstrong Fairchild Maitland Schulcr 
Baker 
Bard 
Barley 
Battisto 
Bebko-Jones 
Relardi 
Brlfanti 
Birrnelin 
Bishop 
Blaum 
Hoscola 
Boyrs 
I3rown 
Brownc 
Bunt 
Butkovitz 
Buxlon 
Caltagirone 
Cappahianca 
Carn 
Carnnr 
Cawlq 
Chadhick 
Civrrv 
Clark 
Clymer 
Cohen. I.. 1. 
Cahen. M. 
Colafella 
Colaiuo 
Conti 
Cornrll 

Fajt 
Fargo 
Farmer 
Feese 
Fichter 
Fleaglr 
Flick 
Gamhlc 
Oannon 
(ieist 
(icorge 
(iiglioui 
Gladeck 
(iodslvall 
Gordnrr 
Gruit~a 
I labay 
Halurkn 
Hanna 
Harhan 
Hasay 
lie,,,lessc> 
Herman 
Herhhc) 
HCSS 
I lorss) 
Huvhlnson 
l t l i n  
ladlouirc 
James 
Jarolin 
.losrphs 

Major 
Mandcrino 
Marknsek 
Mariico 
Masland 
Maycrnik 
McCall 
McCiechan 
McCiill 
Mulio 
Mcrn. 
Michloric 
Mico,,ie 
Miller 
Mundy 
Mycrs 
Nailor 
NicLol 
N>CC 
O'B~.ien 
Oli\cr 
I'cncl 
I'csci 
I'ctrarca 
Pctrone 
l'ettit 
I'hillip5 
I'islella 
Pills 
I'liltt~ 
I'rcstnn 
Ramos 

Scrimenti 
Semrnsl 
Seralini 
Shsehan 
Smith. B. 
Smith. S. 11. 
Snyder. I). W 
Stahack 
Slairb 
Stcelmnn 
Stcil 
SI?l.n 
Slctler 
Stish 
Strilllm~ttrr 

Vancc 
Van tiornc W 
Veon 
Vitali 
Walko 
Washing1.ton 
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Corpora 
Corrigan 
Cowell 
COY 
Cuny 
Daley 
DeLuca 
Dempsey 
Dent 
Dcrmody 
DeWeere 
DiGirolamo 
Donatucci 
Drucr 

Kaiser Raymond 
Keller Readshaw 
Kenney Reber 
King Reinard 
Kirkland Rieger 
Krebs Roberts 
Kukavich Robinson 
LaGrotta Roebuck 
Laughlin Rohrer 
Lawless Rooney 
Lederer Rubley 
Leh Rudy 
Lrscovilz Sainalo 
Lrvdansky Santoni 

WauS 
Williams 
wogan 
Wozniak 
Wright. D. R. 
Wright. M. N 
Yewcic 
Youngblood 
Zimmerman 
zug 

Ryan, 
Speaker 

N O T  V O T I N G 4  

Gruppo Olasz Shaner Travaglia 
Mihalich 

The  majority having voted in the affirmative, the question was 
determined in the affirmative and the resolution was adopted. 

RESOLUTION ON CONCURRENCE 
IN SENATE AMENDMENTS 

T h e  House proceeded to  consideration o f  concurrence in 

Senate amendments to  HR 235, PN 2700, entitled: 

A Concurrent Resolution amending House Resolution No. 2 
(Concurrent), approved by the Governor March 9, 1995, entitled 
"A concurrent resolution to create a commission of public and private 
cost-minded leaders of this Commonwealth to study the management of 
current government operations and ~nake recommendations of cost-cutting 
measures," changing the date of the report; and further providing for 
funding of the commission. 

O n  the question, 
Will the House concur in Senate amendments? 

The following roll call was  recorded: 

Adolph Egolf Luc! k Sather 
Allen I:vans I.ynch Saylor 
Argilll Fairchild Maitland Schroder 
Annstiong I.'ail Major Schuler 
I3tnker Fargo Mandcrino Scrimenti 

Butkovitr 
Bunton 
Caltagirone 
Cappabianca 
Carone 
Cawley 
Chadwick 
Civera 
Clark 
Clymer 
Cohen, L. I. 
Cohen, M. 
Colafella 
Colaiuo 
Conti 
Comell 
Corpora 
Corrigan 
Cowell 
COY 
Curry 
Dalw 

Habay 
Haluska 
Hanna 
Harhart 
Hasay 
Hennesne) 
Herman 
Henhey 
Hess 
Horsey 
Hutchinson 
ltkin 
Jadlowiec 
James 
Jarolin 
Josrphs 
Kaiser 
Kellrr 
Kenney 
King 
Kirkland 
Krebs 

~eL;ca Kukovich 
Dempsey LaGrotta 
Dent Laughlin 
Dermody L.awless 
DeWeese Lrderer 
DiGirolamo Leh 
Donatucei Lescovitr 
Druce Levdansky 
Durham Lloyd 

Nailar 
Nickol 
Nyce 
O'EJrien 
Oliver 
Perrel 
Pesci 
Petrarca 
Petrone 
Penit 
Phillips 
Pistella 
Pins 
Platts 
Preston 
Ramos 
Raymond 
Readshaw 
Rckr 
Reinard 
Rieger 
Roberts 

Sturla 
Surra 
Tangreti 
Taylor, E. Z. 
Taylor, J. 
Thomas 
Tigue 
Trello 
Trich 
True 
Tulli 
Vance 
Van Home 
Veon 
Vitali 
Walko 
Washinyon 
Waugh 
Williams 
wogan 
Wozniak 
Wrizht. D. R 

Robinson  right, M N. 
Roebuck Yewcie 
Rohrer Youngbld 
Rooney Zimmerman 
Rubley zug 
Rudy 
Sainato b a n ,  
Santoni Soeakrr 

N O T  VOTING-1 

Gruppo Olasr Shaner Travaglio 
Mihalich 

The majority having voted in the affirmative, the question was 
determined in the affirmative and the amendments were concurred 
in. 

Ordered, That the clerk inform the Senate accordingly. 

The SPEAKER. That was the last vote of the day. Drive safely; 
have a good Thanksgiving. 

T h e  Chair  will keep the House open for a shon  period of time. 
When  we adjourn, w e  will adjourn until December 1 1 .  

Bard Filrmcr Markosck Semmel 
Barlr) Feese Marsico Scmlini 
Battisto Fichter Masland Sheehan 
Rehka-Jones Flsaglr Muyernik Smith, B. 
Brlardi 1 lick McCall Smith. S. I f .  

TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE MEETING 

The  SPEAKER. The  Chair recognizes the gentleman, 
Mr. Geist. 

Belljnti Gamhlr McGrrhan Snyder, D. W. 
Hirmelin (~h+nno Mc(iill Staback 
Hishap (iciil Mclio Stairs 
Hlauxn (icorgt Mcrr) Steelman 
Ro\a,la (iigliotti Michlovic Stcil 
Boles tiladcck Micouic Stem 
Brown Godshall Millcr Stcticr 
t3rownc (iovdnrr Mundy Stish 
Hunt (iruitra M>crs Stiiltmattcr 

Mr. GEIST. Thank you. 
For the  Transportation Committee members, w e  will meet 

immediately in the majority caucus room; the meeting will be 
continued then until tomorrow morning. But members should 

report now to  the majority caucus room and then tomorrow 
morning at 10 a.m. Thank you. 
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VOTE CORRECTION I COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA, SS 

The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the gentleman 'om 
Philadelphia County, Mr. Donatucci. 

Mr. DONATUCCI. Mr. Speaker, to correct the record. 
On the conference report, SB 282, my vote malfunctioned. I 

BILLS SIGNED BY SPEAKER 

TO THE HONORABLE YVETTE KANE, SECRETARY OF THE 
COMMONWEALTH, AND TO RUSSELL L ,  SHEAFFER, 
SALLY S. KLEN, AND ANTHONY M. PETRUCCI, CONSTITUTING 
THE BOARD OF ELECTIONS OF DAUPHIN COUNTY: w 

would like to be recorded in the negative. 
The SPEAKER. The remarks of the gentleman will be spread 

upon the record. 

one thousand nine hundred ninety-five. I NOW, THEREFORE, I, Matthew J .  Ryan, Speaker of the House of 

GREETINGS: WHEREAS, A racancy exists in the office of 
Representative of the Com~nonwealth of Pennsylvania for the 
One-hundred and Fourth Legislative District of the County of Dauphin 
caused by the reason of the resignation of Jeffrey E. Piccola, the 
Representative from said District, on the 21st day of November, 

An Act amending Title 18 (Crimes and Offenses) of the Pennsylvania 
Consolidated Statutes, defining "police officer"; defining "law 
enforcement officer" and "loaded" for purposes of the Uniform Firearms 
Act of 1995; further providing for certain prohibited criminal conduct, for 
administration, for fees and for notification; prohibiting the provision of 
butane to minors; further providing for buying or exchanging Federal food 
order coupons, stamps, authorization cards or access devices and for 
fraudulent traffic in food orders; prohibiting the operation of certain 
establishments; providing for local option; and making repeals. 

"Inbered and as having been prepared 
for presentation to the Governor, and the same being correct, the 
titles were publicly read as follows: 

An Act amending Title 37 (Historical and Museums) of the 
Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes, further providing for members of the 
Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission; providing for 
archAeological field investigations; and further providing for cooperation 
by public officials with the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum 
Commission. 

Representatives, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the 
Constitution of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, and by the Act of rr 
Assembly in such case made and provided, do hereby command you: 

That vou cause an election to be held in the said Countv of Dauohin 

Whereupon, the Speaker, in the presence of the House, signed 
the same. 

~ ~ 

on the 30th of January, AD., one thousand nine hundred ninety-six to 
choose a person to represent said Legislative District in the House of 
Representatives of Pennsylvania, for the remainder of the term expiring 
December first, one thousand nine hundred ninety-six, and that you give 
due and public notice of said election throughout said District, in the form 
and manner directed by law. 

Given under my hand and the seal of the House of Representatives, . 
this 21st day of November, A.D., one thousand nine hundred ninety-five. 

ATTEST: 
Ted Maria 
Chief Clerk of the House of Representatives 

(SEAL) Matthew J. Ryan 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 

Service of the written writ and receipt of same is hereby acknowledged 
this 2lst day of November, 1995. 
By William P. Boehm. 

REPORT OF 
COMMITTEE ON COMMITTEES * 

The SPEAKER. The clerk will read the fbllowing resolution 
with respect to the appointment of Mr. Myers to certain 
committees. . 

VOTE CORRECTION 
The following report was read: 

The SPEAKER. The Chair recoenizes the sentleman. -~~~ 

Mr. Egolf. 
Mr. EGOLF. Mr. Soeaker. would 

- 
like to be ' 1  ~-~ ~~ 

recorded in the affirmative. I made a mistake on the vote. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman's remarks will he spread upon 

the record. 

WRIT OF SPECIAL ELECTION 

The SPEAKER. The Chair at this time submits for the record 
a writ for a special election in the 104th Legislative District. 

For the information of the members, 1 have called a special 
election to fill the seat of Representative Piccola for January 30. 

The following writ of special election was submitted: 

Committee on Committees 
Supplemental Re~on  

I n  the House o l  Representatives 
November 21, 1995 J 

RESOLVED, That 
Representative John Myers, Philadelphia County, is elected a inember 

of the Agriculture and Rural Affairs Committee, vice Representative 
Dan A. Surra resigned. 

Representative John Myers, Philadelphia County. is 'lectrd a member 
ofthe Liquor Control Committee, vice Rcprrsentative Edward (i. Staback 
resigned. 

Respectii~lly submitted, w 
Richard D. Olasz. Chairman 
Colnlnittee on Committees 



1995 LEGISLATIVE JOURNAL - HOUSE 2257 
On the question, 
Will the House adopt the resolution? 
Resolution was adopted. 

BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS PASSED OVER 

The SPEAKER. Without objection, all remaining bills and 
resolutions on today's calendar will be passed over. The Chair 
hears no objection. 

ADJOURNMENT I 
The SPEAKER. Do the Republican floor leaders have any 

further business? Do the Democratic floor leaders have any further 
business? 

Hearing none, the Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Chester County, Mr. Schroder. 

Mr. SCHRODER. Mr. Speaker, I move that this House do now 
adjourn until Monday, December 11, 1995, at I p.m., e.s.t., unless 
sooner recalled by the Speaker. 

On the question, 
Will the House agree to the motion? 
Motion was agreed to, and at 5:11 p.m., e.s.t., the House 

adjourned 
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