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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

GUESTS INTRODUCED

The House convened at 11 a.m., e.s.t.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair is pleased to
recognize the following guest pages from the Milton Hershey
School: Lewis Quilama, Bill Kilgore, Keith McAninch, Jody
McGuimess, Dee George, and Edith Hutchins. Also in the
House gallery are the rest of the students of the Milton
Hershey School, along with their teacher, William Bitner. I
would like to ask the House members to please give them a
warm
~
, welcome. They are guests of Representative Tulli's.
Welcome to the hall of the House.

THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE
(GREGORY C. FAJT) PRESIDING
PRAYER
REV. CLYDE W. ROACH, chaplain of the H~~~~ of
~
~
~
~from ~~ ~h t~ pemylvania,
~b ~t
~i offered
~ the
,~
following prayer:
Let us pray:
Lord Your servant, Alfred, Lord T e m y s o ~wrote that
"Hope springs eternal from the human breast," and the
psalmist said that "Weeping may endure for a night but joy
cometh in the morning."
When during hours of grief and pain, misunderstandings and
political upheavals, we thank You for giving us hope; for
giving us to understand that no matter what may befall us, we
can still look to You for brighter tomorrows.
Though, 0 Father, we never see a day without a cloud, we
rejoice to confess that there is never a night without a star.
Remind us that though we may be troubled on every hand,
we are not in distress; though perplexed we are never in
despair; and though cast down, we are never destroyed,
because we know in whom we have believed.
In Your dear name we pray. Amen.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
p e Pledge of Allegiance was recited by members and
visitors.)

JOURNAL APPROVAL POSTPONED
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without objection, the
approval of the Journal of Monday, December 13, 1993, will
be postponed until printed. The Chair h e m no objection.

JOURNALS APPROVED
The SPEAKER pro tempore. However, the Journals for
Wednesday, June 16, 1993, and Thursday, June 17, 1993, are
in print, and without hearing objection, they will be approved.

COMMUNICATION FROM GOVERNOR
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursuant to Act 374 of 1974,
I am hereby submitting for the record a communication from
Governor Casey expressing his intentions to return to his ofice
on Tuesday, December 21, 1993, at 12:Ol a.m.
The following communication was submitted:

I

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
Office of the Governor
Harrisburg
December 13, 1993
The 14onorable H. William DeWeese
Sneaker
Pennsylvania House of Representatives
Room 139 - The Capitol
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17120
Dear Bill:
I enclose herewith a copy of a letter I sent today to Acting
Governor Mark S. Singel announcing my intention to return to the
office of Governor on Tuesday, December 21,1993, at 12:Ol a.m.
Best wishes for the Christmas season and the new year.
Sincerely,
Robert P. Casey
Governor

LEAVES OF ABSENCE
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Are there requests for leaves
of absence?
The Chair recognizes the Representative from Butler
County, Mr. Steighner.
Mr. STEIGHNER Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Mr. Speaker, I would like to ask for a leave for today only
for the gentleman from Philadelphia, Mr. RIEGER; the
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gentleman from Westmoreland, Mr. PETRARCA; and the
gentleman from Allegheny, Mr. O1,ASZ.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the
gentleman.
Without objection, those leaves of absence are granted.
The Chair recognizes Representative Perzel for leaves of
absence from the ~ e p u b l i c aCaucus.
Mr. PERZEL. No leaves, Mr. Speaker.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the
gentleman.

EvaFairchild
Fajt

Lpncavitz
Levdansky
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Santoni

-

Dew-,
Speaker

ADDITIONS-0
NOT VOTING-0
EXCUSED4
Bush

Olasz

Petrarca

Rieger

FILMING PERMISSION
MASTER ROLL CALL
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair is about to take the
master roll call. The members will please proceed to vote.
The following roll call was recorded:

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair wishes to advise all
members that he has given permission to Bob Mainhart, who
is a reporter with WJAC-TV from Johnstown, and also Joe
McGinty, who is a photographer, to take video with audio
during the general floor discussions today.

t
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GUESTS INTRODUCED
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair is also pleased to
welcome the First United Methodist Church Men's Club from
Williamsporl, who are the guests of Representative Dempsey
and are located in the gallery. I ask the members to please
welcome them to the hall of the House.

BILL ON CONCURRENCE REPORTED
FROM RULES COMMITTEE
HB 659, PN 2958 (Amended)
By Rep. ITKIN
An Act amending the act of July 28, 1953 (P.L.723, No.Z3O),
known as the Second Class County Code, further providing for the
jurisdiction of the coroner; providing authorization to certain
counties and cities for creation of the Allegheny Regional Asset
District as a special purpose areawide unit of local government;
creating a governing board for the district; authorizing the district
to fmance and suooort civic. recreational. librarv. soorts and otherregional assets; empowering the district to issue bonds and notes;
authorizing the district to enter into intergovernmental cooperation
agreements regarding regional assets; authorizing the imposition
of an additional tax on the sale and use of tanrible
oersonal
u
.
property and services; creating a fund; providing for use of the
revenues generated by the additional tax; providing for reduction
of local taxes; and making repeals

..
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BILLS ON THIRD CONSIDERATION
The House proceeded to third consideration of IIB 851, PN

2931, entitled:
An Act providing for the establ~shmentof a Manufactured
Housing Ombudsman and fixing the powers and duties of the
ombudsman; establishing the Manufactured Housing Hearing
Board and orovidina for its membershio. Dowers and duties:
cstabl~shtnsa rc,tr~c~cd
account, rcqulrlng all prlnclpal clwners c ~ f
w
manul8clurr.d h.,urlny con~rounit~es
loc;~tr.din Ih~sCa~mm~~nuualth
lo rerlrtcr annually with thu 1)uaartmunt of ('olnmunllv Alla~rc.
provrding for penalties; and making an appropriation. -

.. .
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On the question recurring,
Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration as
amcnded?
'I'he clerk read the following amendments No. A3094:
Amend Bill, page I, lines 1 through 8, by striking out all of
said lines and inserting
Providing for the establishment of a Manufactured Housing
Ombudsman and fixing the powers and duties of the
ombudsman; establishing the Manufactured Housing Hearing
Board and providing for its membership, powers and duties;
establishing a restr~cted account; requiring all principal
owners of manufactured housing communities located in this
Commonwealth to register annually with the Department of
Community Affairs; providing for penalties; and making an
appropriation.
TABLEOFCONTENTS
Section I . Short title.
Section 2. 1,egislative purpose.
Section 3. Definitions.
Section 4. Manufactured Housing Hearing Board.
Soction 5 . Manufactured llousiug Ombudsman.
Section 6. Informal disposition before ombudsman.
Section 7. Petition for hearing.
Section 8. Hearing procedure before board.
Section 9. Appeal.
Section 10. Public access.
Section 11. Resident notification.
Section 12. Manufactured housing community registration form.
Section 13. Contents of form.
Sectlon 14. Filing.
Section 15. Transfer of funds.
Section 16. Regulations.
Section 17. Enforcement.
Section 18. Restricted account.
Sectiiln 19. Construction of act.
Section 20. Funding.
Scction 21. Effective date.
Amend Hill, page I , lines 11 through 20; pages 2 through
l I , lines 1 through 30; pagc 12, lines 1 through 9, by striking out
all of said lines on said pages and inserting
Section 1. Short title.
This act shall be known and may be cited as the
Manulhcturcd Housing Ombudsman and Ilcaring Board Act.
Section 2. I.egislativo purpose.
An increasing numbcr of c i t i ~ e n softhisCommonwealth live
in nianufacturud hamcs, and many of these citizens reside in
rnanufacturcd housing cummunit~es. Decause of the growing
number of problems and complaints deahng w ~ t hvarious aspects
ofhving in manufactured housing communities and because of the
uniaue nature of manufactured huusine and the difficulhi in

residents and owners of man;factured housingcommunities In
addition, the creation of the Manufactured Housing Ombudsman
will assist in a more equitable and expeditious iniplementation of
the act of November 24, 1976 (P.L.1176, No.261). known as the
Mobile llotne Park Rights Act.
Section 3 . 1)efinitians.
I h e following words and phrases when used in this act shall
have the meanings given to thcm in this section unless the context
clearly indicates otherwise:
"Board."
'She Manufactured Housing Hearing Board
cstabllshcd under section 4.
"Comparable manufactured housing community."
A
manufactured housing camnlunity with slmilar facilities, services,
amenities and management.
"1)epartmcnt." The Dcpartmcnt ofcommunity Affairs of the
Commonwealth.
"Manufactured home."
A transportable single-family
dwelling unit containing plumbing, heating andlur cooling and

2247

~

~ l e c t r ~ csystsms
al
lotcndeJ for prrmanent occupancy constructed
cd
as a stngle unlt or as I W ~ J or more untts dcs~ynedto be ~ o ~ n Into
#me tnteeral unlt whtch 1s bullt on a permancnt c h n ~ s ~and
s
designed-to be used as a dwelling with or without a permanent
foundation
when connected to the required utilities.
~"Manufactured housing." A tiansportable, single-family
dwelling unit which contains plumbing, heating and/or cooling
and electrical systems intended for permanent occupancy, is
constructed as a sinele
unit or as two or more units designed
u
- to be
joined into one integral unit, is built on a permanent chassis and
is designed to be used as a dwelling with or without a permanent
foundation when connected to the required utilities.
"Manufactured housing community." A site, lot, field or
tract of land, privately or publicly owned or operated, upon which
three or more manufactured homes, occupied for dwelling or
sleeping purposes, are or are intended to be located, regardless of
whether or not a charge is made for such accommodation.
"Manufactured housing resident."
An owner of a
manufactured home who leases a r rents space in a manufactured
housing community. The term does not include a person who rents
or leases a manufactured home.
"Ombudsman." The Manufactured Housing Ombudsman
established under section 5.
"Principal owner." A person having majority or controlling
interest in any site, lot, field or tract of land upon which a
manufactured housing community is established or is intended to
be located.
The person against whom the original
"Respondent."
complaint is directed.
"Secretary." The Secretary of Community Affairs of the
Commonwealth.
"Unreasonable." Not fair, proper, just, moderate or suitable
under the circumstances a r fit or appropriate to the end in view.
Section 4. Manufactured klousing Hearing Board.
(a) Estab11shment.-The Manufactured Housing Hearing
Board is established as an independent quasi-judicial agency.
(b) Members.-The board shall consist of seven members.
'Two n~embers shall be members of the Pennsylvania
Manufactured Ilousmg Association; two members shall be
members of the Pennsylvania Manufactured Home Owners of
America, Inc.; one member shall be the Attorney General or his
or her designee; one member shall be the Secretary of the
Ilepartment of Community Affairs or h ~ or
s her designee; and one
momber shall be the Secretary of the Department of
Environmental Resources or his or her designee. The Governor
shall appoint two members of the Pennsylvania Manufactured
Housing Association and two members of the Pennsylvania
Manufactured Home Owners of America. Inc. from a list of three
~~

~~~~~

~

board to serve as chairman.
(d)
, , Terms.-A member of the board shall serve for a term of
five years or until a successor is appointed and qualified within
six months of the expiration of the original term. Board members
may be reappointed to one additional term.
(e) Compensation.-Boardmembers shall receive adaily per
diem of $60. In addition, all members shall be reimbursed for
actual and reasonable expenses for travel, lodging and meals
incurred in the performance of their official duties.
(0 Meetings.-The board shall meet every 60 days or as
often as is necessarv to imolement the orovisions of this act. and
the meetlngs may be rotated between P~ttsburgh,Phdadelph~a.
Scranton and Harnsburg as feas~bleto facll~tatethe attendance of
those having appeals pending before the hoard.
(g) Administrative decisions.-Thc board shall assist the
Manufactured Housing Ombudsman with respect to deciding the
need far and location of field offices, which may include, if space
is available, location within the current regional offices of the
Attorney General's office or State Human Relations Commission.
Section 5. Manufactured Housing Ombudsman.
(a) Establishment.-There is horeby established, under the
Governor's Office, the Manufactured Housing Ombudsman to
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investigate and resolve complaints and disputes involving
manufactured housing.
(b) Appointment.-The position of ombudsman shall be a
full-time position. The ombudsman shall be appointed by the
board.
(c) Compensation.-The compensation of the ombudsman
shall be fixed by the board but in no case shall it exceed the
average annual compensation paid to all cabinet secretaries.
(d) Powers and duties.-The ombudsman shall have the
following powers and duties:
(1)
To investieate and resolve comnlaints and
\ , i
disputes between residents and ~ o m m ~ i owners
ty
related to manufactured housing concerning the
following:
(A) Disputes over the interpretation
of provisions contained in the act of
November 24, 1976 (P.L.1176, No.261),
known as the Mobile Home Park Rights Act.
(B) Disputes over the approval of a
prospective purchaser of an existing
manufactured home owned by a resident.
(C) The reasonableness of rules and
regulations promulgated by manufactured
housine communitv owners oursuant to the
~obile~om
par<
e Rights A&.
(D)
Environmental concerns,
including, but not limited to, the provision of
safe drinking water and proper sewage
disposal.
(E) Interpretation of provisions of
lease agreements.
(F) The reasonableness of pending
eviction procedures.
(ii) The decision of the ombudsman shall be
final and binding on all parties unless appealed to
the board as provided for in section 7. Once an
investigation has been initiated by the ombudsman
concerning a complaint filed, rule or regulation or
eviction proceeding shall be stayed pending a final
decision by the ombudsman. If the ombudsman
determines that an existing or proposed rule or
regulation promulgated by the owner or manager of
a mauufactured housing community is unreasonable,
the rule or regulation shall be rescinded. Copies of
all decisions of the ombudsman shall be forwarded
to the Office of Anomey General.
(2) To initiate any legal proceeding before any
Federal, State or county court necessary to protect the rights
ofmanufactured housing residents or community owners and
to represent the residents and or community owners before
the court in any such proceeding.
(3) To initiate any proceeding before any Federal,
State or local agency necessary to protect the rights of
manufactured housing residents or community owners and to
represent the residents and/or community owners in any such
proceedings.
(4) (i) To disseminate necessary information to the
public concerning informatiou they should review
prior to the purchase of manufactured housing or
leasing space in a manufactured community. This
shall include, but shall not be limited to, the
nrenaration of a brief statement titled "IMPORTANT
~ N ~ O R M A T I O NFOR
A
PROSPECTIVF
\ ,

COMMUNITY." Following the title shall appear a
brief summary of the key facts of which auyone
contemplating purchasing a manufactured home or
leasine mace in a manufactured housina communitv
ab<,uldbiaware. 'l'he nutlce, lncludiny zle titlc, shail
bu in ten-point buldface print aud slgns and vliual
symbols shall bc used as appropr~ateto facilitate the

I

I

I
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understanding of the informatiou by readers. A copy
of the statement shall be orovided bv:
(A) ~ a u u f a c t u r e dho;sing dealers or
others licensed in this Commonwealth under
the act of December 22, 1983 (P.L.306,
No.84). known as the Board of Vehicles Act.
to a ' prospective purchaser of a new
manufactured home at least 48 hours before
the purchaser signs an agreement of sale.
(B) Anyone licensed under the Board
of Vehicles Act. or anv real estate
salesperson or braker llccns~hundcr th* act
of February 19. 1980 ( P . L . 1 5 . No.9). kut~wn
as the Keal Eslatd Llcenslnu and Rcgistrarmn
Act, to a prospective
of a preowned manufactured home at least 48 hours
before the purchaser signs an agreement of
sale.
(C)
Manufactured housing
community owners or managers, to a
prospective lessee at least 48 hours before
the lessee signs a lease for space in a
manufacturedhousing community operated in
this Commonwealth.
fii)
~, The ombudsman shall. within 90 davs of
the el'fectlve datc u i t h ~ sact, ionvard a uupy of thu
statement under subparagraph (1) to anyone llccnsed
to sell manufacturedhousing in this Commonwealth,
as well as to all owners or manaeers of mauufactured
h3using oonimunities, along with a copy of thls act
and a noticu o f t l ~ e respuns~b~lit~es
~r
pursuant 11, t h ~ s
section. Failure to receive a copy of this act and
notification from the ombudsman, as required by this
section, shall not relieve auyone of his
respousibilities under this section.
(5) To educate the public concerning the powers and
duties of the ombudsmau and the services available.
(e)
Staff.-The ombudsman shall work closely and
cooperatively with the Office of Attorney General, and, in
addition to staff support from the Office of Geueral Counsel, the
Human Relations Commission and other appropriate State
aeencies. includinp the Office of Attornev Geueral. the board mav
appoint altorncy;as assistants and k c h add~iional clericai,
techn~caland prdt'css~onalstal'l' as may bc appropriate and may
contract for such additional services as are necessary to implement
the provisions of this act. The compensation of assistants and
clerical, technical and professional staff shall be set by the board.
An assistant or other staff employee shall not, while serving in
such position, engage in any business, vocation or other
employment involving manufactured housing or have other
interests involving manufactured housing inconsistent with his
official respousibilities.
Section 6. lnformal disposition before ombudsman.
(a) General rule.-Aperson who rents or owns manufactured
housing which is located on land in a manufactured housing
community for which a ground rental fee is paid, or any owner or
manager of a manufactured housing community, may contact the
ombudsman to investigate his complaint.
(b) Complaint form.-The ombudsmau shall prepare a
standardized complaint form to be used by an individual or group
of individuals filing a complaint. There shall be no charge to file
a comolaint with the ombudsman. The form shall include. but
shall i o t be limited to:
(1) A list of the complaints.
(2) The notarized sixnature of the individual or
individuais filing the cornplaGtt.
(3) The address and telephone number of the
individual or individuals filing the complaint.
(4) The name, address and'teleuhone number of all
parties &olved in the complaint.
(c) Response.-On receipt of the complaint form, the
ombudsmau shall send to the named respondent, by certified mail,
a copy of the complaint, along with a notice that a response is

-
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required showing cause, if any, why the complaint should be I
There shall be a toll-free teleohone
established
bv
- -~number
-~ ~.
..
-,
dismissed.
the ombudsman for publ~cuse regarding inquiries on the services
available from thc ombudsman, mcludtng, but not lirn~tedto, the
(d) Review.-After reviewing the complaint and response,
the ombudsman or his staff shall promptly investigate the
procedures for filing a complaint and making an appeal to the
complaint and try to mediate the dispute. The ombudsman shall
board.
render a decision on all complaints filed within 30 days of receipt
Section 11. Resident notification.
of the complaint.
It shall be the responsibili@ of every owner of a
(e) Decision of ombudsman.manufactured housing commhity, within 30 days of the effective
date of this act, to provide each resident of the manufactured
(1) The ombudsman, after the investigation of a
housing community with a copy of this act and to maintain one
complaint, may determine that there ix no factual basis to
support the complaint and shall so notify all parties.
copy of this act at a convenient location within the community for
review by residents. In addition, all lessees in the community shall
(2) If a complaint is substantiated, the ombudsman
may make a recommendation, with respect to resolving the
be provided with a copy of this act by the owners of the
manufactured housing community at least 48 hours before a lessee
dispute, to which all parties may voluntarily agree.
13)
signs a lease.
\ ~In,the absence of the voluntarv acceotauce of the
recommendations of the ombudsman by d l
to resolve
Section 12. Manufactured housing community registration form.
a dispute when a complaint is substantiated, the ombudsman
A principal owner of a manufactured housing community in
shallissue an order setting forth the appropriate actions to
this Commonwealth shall be required to fill out a manufactured
housing community registration form prepared by the department.
be taken bv all oarties to the disoute. This order shall have
Section 13. Contents of fonn.
the effect bf la&, and the ombidsman may go to court to
enforce the order, provided the order is not overturned by
Themanufacturedhousingcommunityregistration form shall
the board on appeal.
include, but not be limited to, the following information:
(fl Aoneal to board.-If aeerieved bv the decision of the
(I)
The name of the manufactured housing
ombud;mad,ihe individual or inxkiduals fiiing the complaint, or
community and the county and municipality in which it is
located.
the respondent, may appeal the order of the ombudsman to the
(2) The name, address and telephone number of the
principal owner of the manufactured housing community.
(3) The names and addresses of anyone having a
(a) Form.-The ombudsman shall prepare a standardized
financial interest in the manufactured housing community.
petition form to be used by an individual or indi
(4) The number of acres in the manufactured
iu appeal an order of the ombudst~~an
to the board.
housing community.
(b) Fee-A i ~ l ~ ntee
g ~ i S 2 0 0sl~dllacconipilny each petition
itled with the ombudsman
for a hcarinr before the board. If thc
15) The number of develooed homesites in the
- - ~
~~board finds in favor of the original Grty or parties filing the
manuiact"red hous~ngcommunity. including the number
complaint, the respondent shall be responsible for the payment of
currcntly occupled and currently vacant
(6) The monthly rent charged.
the required $200 filing fee.
(7)
Section 8. Hearing procedure before board.
. , A list of anv additional charees and fees and the
amount of same.
(a) General rule.-Upon receiving a petition for a hearing
and the accompanying filing fee, the chairman of the board shall
Section 14. Filing.
The registration form shall be filed with the department
set a time and place for a hearing and shall give the parties
annuallv and shall include a filine fee of $3 for each develooed
reasonable notice of the date, time and location of the hearing. A
homesiie located in the mauufact&ed housing community.
notice of each hearing shall also be provided to the Office of
Attorney General.
Section 15. Transfer of funds.
All funds received by the deparhnent from manufactured
(b) Proceedings.-All hearings shall be conducted under 2
housing communities filing the annual registration form and the
Pa.C.S. Ch. 5 (relating to practice and procedure). Either party to
a hearineu mav, aresent
witnesses on his behalf. in nerson or bv
annual filine fee oer homesite shall be submitted bv the
r~
department
the &ate Treasurer to be placed in the resiricted
depos~tion,on mak~nga request to the baard and Jcsidnatiny the
person or persons. as well 35 recorJs and papers, requested to be
account established for the operation of the Office of the
subpoenaed, and may request that a writtin transcript of the
Manufactured Housing Ombudsman and the Manufactured
hearing be taken a n i mahe upon payment of the cost of the
Housing Hearing Board.
Section 16. Regulations.
transcript. Subpoenas may be enforced in Commonwealth Court,
The department shall promulgate rules and regulations to
which, after a hearing, may judge in contempt or make another
carry out the provisions of this act.
appropriate order. For the purpose of the hearing, the board has
Section 17. Enforcement.
the powers vested in the officers by section 502 ofthe act of April
(a) Civ~lpenalty.-A c~vilpcnalty of S500 shall bc assessed
9, 1929 (P.L.177, No.175), known as The Administrative Code of
1929, which secures the power to inspect, examine, secure data or
on a pr~nc~pal
owner for fa~lureto comply with thc provisions of
information or procure assistance from any department, board or
this act.
committee. The board may cause the deposition of witnesses in or
(b) Rental charees.-No manufactured home communih,
outside of this Commonwealth to be taken as prescribed by law
shall he'cnt~tlvdto levy rental charges for any space located in th;
for depositions in civil cases.
community unlcss they have compl~edwlth the provis~onsof this
act.
(c) In8pectiou.-Either party or his authorized agent may
inspect any file that pertains to the hearing if such authorization
(c) Attorney General.-The Attorney General shall enforce
is filed in writing with the ombudsman.
the provisions of this section.
Sectiou 18. Restricted account.
(d) Decision.-The hoard shall render a decision based on
evidence given within seven calendar days of the bearing, and the
There is hereby established within the State Treasury a
decision of the board shall be final and binding on all parties
restricted account, into which shall be deposited all annual
unless appealed to the Commonwealth Court as provided for by
manufactured housing community registration fees collected by
section. 9. A copy of each decision shall be forwarded to the
the Department of Community Affairs, any appropriation and all
Office of Attorney General.
fees paid to the board. The moneys in this account are
Section 9. Anoeal.
appropriated for the operation of the ombudsman and the board in
Within i6 days after service of notice of the decision of the
such amounts as the General Assembly may designate.
board, a person aggrieved by a decision of the board may apply
Section 19. Construction of act.
for an appeal in Commonwealth Court
Nothing in this act shall be construed to contradict or
Section 10. Public access.
interfere with the rights of consumers as provided for by the act
~~~~~
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~~~
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~

~

~

~
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~~~~
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of December 17, 1968 (P.L.1224, No.387). known as the Unfair
Trade Practices and Consumer Protection Law.
Section 20. Funding.
?'he funding of the operation of the Office of the
Manufactured Housing Ombudsman and the Manufactured
Housiig Hearing Board provided for by this act shall be provided
by the annual filing fees required to accompany the annual
registration of manufactured housing communities in this
Commonwealth.
Sectiob 21. Effective date.
This act shall take effect in 30 days.
On the question recumng,
Will the House agree to the amendments?
The SPEAKER pro tempore. On the question, the Chair
recognizes Representative Kukovich.
Mr. KUKOVICH. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Since it appears that today will be a long day, I will try to
make this brief.
To remind the members, this was the amendment that was
passed last week. The bill with this amendment was then
passed, I believe unanimously, afler that.
To quickly remind members about the debate, there has
been some discussion about the difference of the version of the
original bill and the amendment as it was adopted. 1 would
point out that one of the big distinctions and one of the reasons
why I think most of the members supported the amendment
was that it sets up a processMr. MIHALICH. Mr. Speaker? I cannot hear what is going
on, Mr. Speaker.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the
gentleman from Westmoreland County, Reprcscntative
Mihalich, and, please, members, can we have somc order in
the House. We are discussing a bill that causcd a lot of
controversy last week, and the Chair asks the members for
their attention.
?'he gentleman, Mr. Kukovich, may proceed.
Mr. KUKOVICH. With this amendment, the dispute
process is much more efficient, would prcvent any backlog,
and would cut down on the bureaucracy as originally drafted
in the bill.
There have also been some comments about the powers of
the ombudsman. The ombudsman is not in a position to, as it
has been suggested in a memo and in some argument, look for
trouble. The ombudsman must respond to complaints. There is
power granted to the ombudsman to represent individuals
before different regulatory agencies, even the Federal
Government. In that capacity they can represent park owners,
manufacturers, or the actual homeowners themselves. I think
this is a very equal way of doing business and helping
Pennsylvania with policy that would be set at thc Federal level.
I would also suggest that one of the key provisions in this
amendment is that it maintains authority with the Attorney
General and the district attorneys. Over the years, a lot of
money has been returned because of violations of antitrust. A
lot of people have been represented and defended in the courts.
One of the insidous parts of the legislation without this
amendment is it would remove that authority and to a great
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extent, even with an ombudsman, even with a different type of
commissio& render a lot of folks without support in matters of
antitrust and other violations of the law.
In terms of the filing fces, what we have been talking about
is simply $3 per individual per year; very nominal hut
adequate to fund what needs to be done.
Mr. NYCE. Mr. Speaer? Mr. Speaker?
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair recognizes the
gentleman, Mr. Nyce. For what purpose does the gentleman
rise?
Mr. NYCE. Mr. Speaker, there is a lot of commotion on
the House floor. This is important legislation. We are having
difficulty hearing what is going on. I wish you would call
order to this issue, please.
The SPEAKER pm tempore. The Chair thanks the
gentleman.
Would the Ilouse please come to order and extend the
courtesy that we all like when we speak to Representative
Kukovich. As the Chair stated earlier, this is an important
issue. It is an issue that we discussed last week. It is going to
be a long discussion today, and I please ask the members to
give the courtesy to the various speakers that will be before us
in the next few minutes. Thank you.
Mr. KUKOVICH. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Just a couple other points.
One of the big distinctions as to why this amendment is
important is that a lot of homeowners are not cognizant of all
their rights and obligations, and this amendment provides a
system lo disseminate information which would not be
provided if this amendmcnt is not approved.
I would also suggest that apart from making sure
everybody understands their rights and responsibilities, there
would be a standardized form, a very simplified method of
dealing with dispute rcsolution and with the filing of
complaints. It also would set up a mechanism to insure that the
ombudsman would be able to deal with unreasonable rules and
regulations. It would also insure that they would have a chance
to deal with environmental concerns, because we have had a
host of complaints about inadequate water supplies, unhealthy
water. This would give us a chance, finally, to make sure that
the hundreds of thousands of people who live in these homes
would have the same right to clean water as anybody else.
I would remind the members that why we have reached ths
point is because of the scarcity of sites for these homes,
because thc homes have become so immobile. According to the
task force of the Attorney General, 99 percent of manufactured
housing, oncc it is in place, cannot be moved, is not moved. It
is too costly and there can be structural damage, and what has
happened recently is that somc of the park owncn, I think only
a minority, have used that to their advantage. They have forced
people out. They have created a reign of tyranny in somc of
these parks to force people out. These pcople cannot afford to
move these homes or sell them, and sometimes those park
owners will buy these places at reduced costs and then have a )
monopoly to control who comes in and triple and quadruple
the cost of the home whenever they resell it.

'
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All these things are just a tenihle travesty of justice. And
1 would remind people that we have somewhere near half a
million people who live in manufactured housing in this
Commonwealth. I never realized until 1 got into this issue how
many lived in my county. But there are 11,000 people in
Berks, 11,000 in Bucks; 16,000 in Butler County; 11,000 in
Chester; 8,000 in Clearfield; 20,000 in York; 13,000 in
Washington County-I could go on and on-14,000 in Erie. In
Bedford, Bradford, Greene County, Juniata, Perry,
Susquehanna, Tioga and Wyoming, over 10 percent of the
total population in each of those counties live in manufactured
housing.
Mr. Speaker, t h s is, at base, an affordable housing issue.
In this Commonwealth, with its old housing stock and the fact
that new housing starts are too expensive for our elderly
people, are too expensive for young families who cannot afford
the typical housing or afford rent, sometimes their only
recourse, if they want to be on their own and still have a
decent lifestyle, is in manufactured housing. If that is the case,
for the first time in this Commonwealth we have got to start
setting policy that is going to protect those people and at least
try to provide a mechanism so they can bargain at equal
strength with indviduals who have all the power and all the
money to hold over them.
We have got to try to level that playing field, and that is all
that this amendment does. 1 would ask for your continued
support.
The SPEAKER pro tempare. The Chair thanks the
gentleman, and on the amendment, the Chair recognizes
Kepresenlative IIdrley.
Mrs. HARLEY. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
I would urge all of my colleagues to wholeheartedly and
enthusiastically support Representative Kukovich with this
incrembly important amendment.
What we are talking about here is the lives of many, many
senior citizens in this State and many first-time home buyers.
'l'his housing is no longer trailers out of 'The Grapes of
Wrath." These are manufactured homes. They cost new
between $70,000 and $100,000. It costs hetween $5,000 and
$7,000 to move these. That is very different from just a rental
property wherc if you do not like the conditions, you just pull
your pickup truck up to the hack of the apartment and just
move it some Saturday morning. It costs hetween $5,000 and
$7,000 to move these homes. So these are not mobile homes.
'lhat is a misnomer. No longcr are they mobile homes. They
are manufactured homes, and they are very expensive homes.
So please understand that. What we are trying to do here is to
reform a system that is incredbly poorly constructed at ths
point and vely badly needs reform.
As Representative Kukovich said, this ombudsman,
contrary to informatic~nthat you have received this morning,
contrary, please understand this ombudsman will not only
represent thc pcople who live in those single-family homes that
cost $50,000 to $70,000 to $100,0000, hut he will also
represent the community owners as well and the industry as
well. So everyone is prolccted under the ombudsman.
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Also, it is very, very important to maintain the authority of
the Attorney General with this. Please understand and I think
you all understand that the Department of Community Affairs
is simply not capable in many situations of overseeing
regulations. So what happens, when you put sornetlung into the
Department of Community Affairs, many times, even though
you have regulations, they are poorly overseen.
Please understand, the Attorney General's Office has a long
history with this subject. They understand it; they know it. It
is a legal authority, and we need this authority hack. That is
where it is now. There is absolutely no reason to change it,
and the cument legislation without the Kukovieh amendment
would seek to change that authority and put that into the
Depament of Community Affairs where it will he very, very
difficult to oversee it. So please see that for what it is.
Also, I would urge you to look at the information which
you have on your desk. You have a copy of a letter fmm the
AARP (American Association of Retired Persons) -the AARP
- which supports this amendment. The AARP supports this
amendment. Please understand that. And this amendment
addresses many of the issues that are outstanding with the
Attorney General's repon that you all have received at this
point on manufactured housing.
Please understand, there are many, many problems, and the
current legislation as drdfled in HB 851 simply does not, does
not, address those issues without the true reform of the
provisions in the Kukovich amendment.
I cannot urge you enough or stress enough the importance
of this. We passed this amendment last week. This House
passed t h s amendment last week. Please, let us pass it again
and send a strong statement to all consumers in this State that
we care about them and to the senior citizens and the first-time
home buyers that we are not going to vote with them one week
and tum around the next week and turn our backs on them.
'lhat is not the message we want to send.
We supported this last week. 1x1 us support this again.
Thank you.
'The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the
gentlelady and recogni~~s
the chairman from Clarion County,
Representative David Wright.
'fie chairman yields to Representative Nyce, and the Chair
recognizes Representative Nyce for the purpose of speaking on
the amendment.
Mr. NYCE. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of the Kukovich amendment.
Having spent the last 3 years personally involved in this
issue and having heard from the constituents in my district
who have had problems with park owners, I can tell you that
the overwhelming outcry was the fact that there is little
enforcement; there is nowhere to turn when they need help or
advice on how to deal with these vague and at times
unenforceable rules under Act 261. What Representative
Kukovich is providing with his amendment is an opportunity
for the average home owner or park owner to register a
complaint. The only thing that is going to happen at that point
is the ombudsman is going to make a decision. All of these
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decisions are subject to scrutiny, and the ultimate enforcement
falls in the hands of the judiciary.
I find it ironic that we constantly stand here in this House
and pass laws with little or no enforcement. Here is an
amendment that provides not only for enforcement through an
ombudsman's oftice but also pays for the enforcement through
an assessment on the individual lots that will be paid for by
the consumers' rent. This is something that costs this
Commonwealth no money and provides protections that should
be afforded to every one of our homeowners, whether they be
in a conventional home or a manufactured home. We have
created two distinct classifications of homeowners. Ixt us stop
this nonsense. Let us have homeowners that are homeowners,
not because you live in manufactured housing you get treated
dfferently.
We want to provide the same rights, rules, and regulations
for those folks as everyone else. I urge the members to support
the Kukovich amendment. Thank you.
The SPEAKER pm tempore. The Chair thanks the
gentleman an4 on the amendment, recognizes Chairman
Wright.
Mr. D. R WRIGHT. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
I rise to oppose the Kukovich amendment.
As so often happens in this hall, you get half the truth. You
heard tha! we had passed this amendment l a ~ week.
t
You did
not hear the other half that we also defeated this amendment
last week.
I am asking today that you defeat the Kukovich amendment
for a variety of reasons. It is not that HB 851 as we present it
today does not address problems. The bill addresses the
environmental concerns. As a matter of fact, under present law,
if you have 15 homes, then you are under the Department of
Environmental Resources' control, the water protection act. If
you have a facility that has as much as 10,000 gallons of
sewage, you are under the DER regulations. What this
amendment would do would be to put every small community
home under the authority of the Department of Environmental
Resources. But the important thing is that the executive
director, under the provisions of the act which we are
proposing, has the authority to look at all of those
environmental concerns.
I am really interested in the rhetoric that is brought to this
topic as if we were somehow or other going to do great
damage to residents. Representative Kukovich has a very
interesting way of talking about compromise and balanced
amendments. He takes his IiB 617, puts it into an amendment,
and calls that a compromise, despite the fact that he has not
participated in any negotiations on this issue. We have been
available to talk. We have had meetings. Re has chosen not to
participate in that, and so he brings before us an amendment
which we have not participated in drafling.
Listen very cdrcfully to what I am saying. If you are a
resident of a manufactured community home, do you want
every facility, cvcry home, to bc there forcver in perpetuity?
It seems to me there ought to be some provisions for evictions,
If you pass the Kukovich amendment, it will be virtually
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impossible to evict anybody for any reason from a
manufactured home facility.
There are a whole variety of reasons, Mr. Speaker, why we
need to defeat this amendment, but perhaps the most important W
reason is that we are trying to get away from the Attorney
General, who has many powers to enforce provisions and, as
Mr. Nyce said, they have not been enforced. But what the bill
does without thc Kukovich amendment is simply it provides a
mechanism for residents of manufactured housing communities
to get a resolution within 30 days, within 30 days of their
problem, and not be tied up in State and Federal courts and
county agencies in perpetuity.
Mr. Speaker, I urge the defeat of the Kukovich amendment. ..*
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the
gentleman and recognizes Representative Corrigan for
\,
comments on the amendment.
Mr. CORKIGAN. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
I rise to support the Kukovich amendment, and I do not
think that the amendment needs any long speeches. I think that
this House has to be concerned with the thousands of people
across Pennsylvania who are being persecuted by unsc~upulous
landowners in this State.
It should be a very short speech. The people we represent
are taking a beating from people from out of State who own
ground in ths State, who have dealt with the people who own
the buildngs in such a way as to put these people out of their
homes.
It is time that, it is long past time that this House of
Reprcscntatives comes to grip with this most serious problem,
and one of the ways to come to grips with this problem is to
support the Kukovich amendment. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the
gentleman and recognizes the Representative from Monessen,
Representative Mihalich.
Mr. MIHALICH. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
In Westmoreland County we have 22,000 units of
manufactured housing, the largest number of any county in the
Commonwealth. A large portion of those are located in my
district and in districts adjoining my district. So I do have
some knowledge of the problems that exist, and for that reason
I support the Kukovich amendment.
And there are other organizations that recog~lizewhat the
,
problems are. Most notably, the AAW has endorsed the
Kukovich amendment, the Kukovich concept, and the reason
they have done so-and this is very important-is that the
percentage of these units that are being occupied by senior
citizns, because it is the economical way or sometimes the
only way they can get into housing, the reason they are getting
involved is because the percentage of senior citizens moving
into this housing is increasing, and if we do not solve the
problem correctly, we are going to have to revisit it.
Now, without making a long speech, I would like to direct
your attention to what I think is the focal issue, the main point
here, and that is that the Kukovich amendment will keep the W
Attorney General in the Imp on these measures, and is that
desirable or is it not desirable, and perhaps I could answer that
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is housed in the Department of Community Affairs, and we
best with an analogy. Izt us say that the IKS (lntemal Revenue
have a letter from the Department of Community Affairs which
Service) and the Department of Health go out and start
indicates that this is not a problem for them and they are not
pmducing for whatever reasons, justifiably or not, a lot of
in opposition to this legislation.
citations and fines and investigations against hotel and motel
It is very difficult to stand here and answer arguments of
operators. IIow do we solve that? Do we go out and say, well,
people who apparently have not read HB 851 and the
we do not need any more IRS agents; we do not need any
amendments to it, but let it be said that all of the problems
1)epartment of Health investigators; we do not need any
which have heen mentioned here today are essentially resolved
policemen who have teeth, who have the ability to investigate
in one form or another in HB 851. ?'his is essentially a
and who have the ability to impose fines; let us get rid of them
resident protection bill.
and there will not he any more fines and we solve the
It has also k e n suggested that it is an affordable housing
prohlem? I hardly think that is the solution, and that is
hill, and certainly it is. Unlike Representative Harley's district,
analogous to what we are saying and what we are trying to do
I do have manufactured housing in my legislative dislricf and
today if we try to defeat the Kukovich amendment.
I know how important that is to the people that I represent. But
Mr. Speaker, I strongly urge that we adopt the Kukovich
I will tell you this: If we do not have places that are fit for
amendment. Thank you.
those manufactured houses to be, there will not be any
'l'he SPEAKER pro tempore. 'The Chair thanks the
affordable houses, because there will not be any place to put
gentleman and recognizes Representative Hennessey for
them, and there will not he anybody who wants to live in those
comments on the amendment.
manufactured communities.
Mr. I1ENNESSEY. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
So if you want to protect the community, if you want to
Mr. Speakcr, I rise in suppolt of the Kukovich amendment.
protect the resident, 1 urge you to defeat the Kukovich
As we have learned in our hscussions last Wednesday and
amendment in order that we can have this independent
today, mobile home park living creates special problems and
commission that can speedily and fairly resolve the conflicts
it has tenants with very special needs. 'The statistics indicate
which have been mentioned today.
that 80 percent of the people who live in mobile home parks
Mr. Speaker, I urge emphatically the defeat of the
make less than $20,000 a year and almost half make less than
Kukovich amendment.
$10.000 a year. I suggest to you and to this House that this is
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the
a situation that crics for somc sort of specialized treatment.
gentleman.
The Kukovich amendment will provide that specialized
treatment. It would create an ombudsman who would have
stdtewidc authority ,and create uniformity across the State.
FILMING PERMISSION
More importantly, as Representative Mihalich has indicated
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Thc Chair wishes to inform
and some others, it would keep enforcement of the Mobile
the
members that permission has been given to John Dille of
Homc Park Rights Act in the Attomey General's Office, which
the
House
Republican Video to film with video the debate on
has almost 20 years of experience in dealing with these kinds
manufactured
housing.
of problems. Based on those years of experience, the Attomey
Also,
the
Chair
wishes to inform the members that Robert
General last week has indicated that the approach favored in
Mackintosh,
who
is
a reporter with KYW-'IT' in Philadelpha,
H H 851 still has problems, and those problems are corrected
and
Jerry
Amole,
who
is a photographer with that TV station,
by the Kukovich amendment. So I ask the members of tlus
hcen
given
permission
to film the general debate today on
have
House to listen to the experience of those 20 years from the
(
matters.
Attomey General and to support
~. the Kukovich amendment as
dms that office.
CONSIDERATION OF HB 851 CONTINUED
Thank you very much.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. I h e Chair thanks the
'The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair recognizes the
gentleman and recognizes Representative Harley for the second
gentleman, Mr. Battisto, for comments on the amendment.
time on the amendment. 'The Representative passes.
Mr. BARISTO. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
'lhe Chair recognizes Chairman David Wright on the
Mr. Speaker, I rise to support the Kukovich amendment.
amendment.
Among other things, there are two compelling reasons.
Mr. 1). K. WRIGII?'. Mr. S ~ a k e r ,I have heen interested
Number one, we need an ombudsman to deal with
in the comments of who supports and who does not support.
umeasonable rules promulgated by many, many park owners.
It is true that the AARP is not enthusiastic about IIB 851, and
For examploand this is not fantasy; this is absolute fact-I can
do you know why they are not? Because we do not have rent
tell you horror stories about people who are not allowed to
controls in FIH 851. So if you want to vote for rent controls,
have visitors. In fact, in some cases they charge people if a
you can wait until you have an AARP prop~salbefore you.
relative sleeps overnight. Now, that is not at all fantasy. That
It has bccn suggested that Community Affairs is not the
happens time and time again. Besides those unreasonable lules
place for ths. As a matter of fact, we are creating an
that are promulgated capriciously and arbitrarily, there is the
independent agency, and strictly for administrative purposes it
idea of cnvironmental problems. I can tell you, I have visited
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sites and I have seen on more than one occasion raw sewage
running over the ground. I have seen places without water for
weeks, and actually, there is very little recourse. Local officials
are stymied to deal with this. We need an ombudsman, some
central person, to deal with these problems.
Certainly, as the former speaker said, this is to protect
residents. There is no doubt about that. The residents in the
many counties in this Commonwealth need protection from this
kind of capricious action, and I plead with you to do what you
did last week: vote for the Kukovich amendment. Thank you
very much.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the
gentleman and recognizes Representative Kukovich for the
second time on the amendment.
Mr. KUKOVICH. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
I will be very brief, hut I would like some order. I need to
respond to some statements that were made earlier. Can I have
order, please?
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair would please ask
the members to pay attention to the debate out of respect for
Representative Kukovich and others who are speaking on this
issue.
The gentleman may proceed.
Mr. KUKOVICH. In response to the arguments made by
the sponsor of the hill against the amendment, I am not sure
whether to laugh or cry.
First of all, I am stunned by an unfair attack on the AARP.
The AARP has niver said anything about rent review or rent
control to me regarding this issue. What they have said in their
letter, which everybody has seen, has dealt with taking away
the enforcement power of the Attomey General, has dealt with
eliminating due process from a complaint procedure, has talked
about discriminatory and unnecessary mles and regulations.
They have talked about creating, under this amendment, a
more appropriate resolution system for consumers.
I would also suggest that over 6 weeks ago, I had sent a
letter to the chairman of the committee saying that 1 think rent
review could be removed and we can find a compromise. I did
not get the courtesy of a response to that.
Mr. Speaker, if you continue to uphold this amendment and
vote as you did last week, we will be able to protect not only
the homeowners, but we will also protect those park owners
and manufacturers who do have a good reputation and who are
honorable. 1 am convinced that is the majority of them. But we
have got to pass this amendment and this hill to prevent
discrimination, to try to provide decent living standards for
thousands and thousands of people and try to send a message
to those folks who have run their trailer parks like a
dictatorship, and there is sufficient testimony in hearings of
committees of this House over the last 6 years, articles written
in national magazines about Pennsylvania, and contained
within the Attorney General's recent report, which was mailed
to everybody last week, the most in-depth study in the country
about the inequities and the unfairness. This amendment is the
way that we can deal with that and hold our heads up high on
the manufactured housing issue.
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I would ask for a positive vote.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the
gentleman.

t

On the question retuning,
Will the House agree to the amendments?
The following roll call was recorded:
YEAS-91
Acasta
Allen
Argall
Baker
Battista
Bebko-Jones
Blaum
Bunt
Cappabiaoca
Carone
Cawley
Cohen, M.
Colaizo
Come11
Comigan
Cawell
Cun~
Daley
Dem~sey
Dent
Evans
Fajt
Fichler

Flick
F m n
Gerlach
Gladgk
Godshall
Gordner
Gruitvl
GTP~
Haluska
Hama
Harley
Heonessey
Herman
Hershey
Hutchinson
ltkin
lames
Josephs
Kasuoic
King
Kirkland
Krebs
Kukovich

Laub

Lee
Lwdansky
Lloyd
Lynch
Maoderioo
Melio
Michlovie
Mihalich
Miller
Mundy
Murphy
Nyce
Petmne
Plans

Preston
Reber
Richardson
Ritter
Roberts
Rcbinson
Rubley
Santoni

Saurman
Scrimti
Semmel
Snyder. D. W.
Steelrnan
Steil
Sletler
Shlrla
Surra
Tanmi
Tigue
Trello
Tricb
True
Uliana
Vitali
Washingbn
Williams
Wmniak
Wright, M. N.
Yaodrisevits
Yewcic
~

k

~

NAYS-I08
Adolph
Armstrong
Barley
Belardi
Belfanti
Birmelio
Bishop
Bmwo
Butkovilz
Buxton
Caltadmne
Cam
Cessar
Chadwisk
Civna
Clark
Clymer
Coheo, L I.
Colafella
Conti
COY
DeLuca
Demwdy
Donatusci
Druce
Durham
Egolf

Fairchild
Fargo
Farmer

Fee
Flede
Gamble
Ganoon
Geid
George
Gigliotti
Hasay
Hess
Hughes
Jadlowiec
Jamlin
Kaiser
Keller
Kemey
LaGrotta
Laughlin
Lawless
Ledem
Leh
Lescovitz
h c ~ k
Maitlaod
Markosek
Marsico

Masland
Mayemik
Mdall
McGeehan
McNally
Mew
Micorde
Nailor
Nickol
O'Brien
WDonoell
Oliver
P-I
PeSn
Petit
Phillips
Piecola
Pistella
Pim
Raymood
Reinard
Roebuck
Rohrer
Raoney
Rudy
Ryan
Sather

NOT VOTING-0

Saylor
Scbeetz
Schuler
Serafini
Smith, B.
Smith. S. H.
SLaback
Stairs
Steighner
Stem
Stish
Striamatter
Taylor, E. Z.
Taylor, J.
Thomas
Tomlioson
Tulli
Vance
Van Home
Veon
waugh
Wogao
wnght, D. R

zu%
DeWeese.
Speaker

t
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NAYS- I I

EXCUSEM
Bush

Olaa

Petrarca

Rieger

The question was determined in the negative, and the
amendments were not agreed to.
On the question recurring,
Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration as
amended?
Bill as amended was agreed to.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. This bill has been considered
on three dfferent days and agreed to and is now on final
passage.
The question is, shall the bill pass finally?
Agreeable to the provisions of the Constitution, the yeas
and nays will now be taken.

Awsta
Adolph
Allen
Argall
Adrong
Baker
Barley
Battista
Bebko-Jones
Belardi
Belfaoli
Birmelio
Bishop
Blaum
Boyes
Brown
Butkovitz
Buxton
Callagirone
Cappabianca
Cam
Carone
Cessar
Chadwick
Ctvers
Clark
Clymer
Cohen, L. I.
Cohen, M.
ColaConti
Comell
Conigan
Cowell
COY
Curry
Daley
DeLuca
Dempsey
Dent
D e d y
Donatuc~i
~

~

Deuce

Durham
Egolf
Evans
Fairchild

Pajt
Fargo
Famr
Fee
Fishter
Floagle
Flick
Gamble
Ganooo
Geist
Gwrge
Gerlash
Gigliotti
Gladsk
Godshall
Gordner
Gmitm
G ~ P P ~
Haluska
Hanna
Hasay
Herman

llershey
lless
Hutchinson
ltkin
Jadlowiec
James
Jarulin
Josephs
Kaiwr
Kasunis
Keller
Kennev
King
Kirkland
Krebs
LaGrotta
Laub
1,aughlin
1,awless
IAercr
Im
Irh
Lcsovltz
Lloyd
Lucyk

Lyoch
Maitland
Manderino
Markosek
Marsico
Masland
Mayemik
McCall
McGeehao
McNally
Melio
Merry
Michlovlc
MicoGe
Miller
Mundy
Murphy
Nailor
Nickol
Nyce
O'Brien
O'Donnell
Peml
Pesi
Petrone
Peltit
Phillips
F'iccala
fistella
F'itts
Platts
Preston
Rapond
Keber
Reinard
Richardson
nittor
Roberts
Robinson
Roebuck
Rohrer
Kouney
Rubly
Rudy
Ryan
Santoni
Sather

Saumn
Saylor
Ssheetz
Sshuler
Scrimenti
Semmel
Serafini
Smith, B.
Smith, S. H.
Snyder, D.W.
Slaback
Stain
Steighner
Steil
Stem
Stetler
Stish
Strhtmtter
Sturla
Sum
Tangmtti
Taylor, E. Z.
Taylor, J.
Thomas
Tigue
Todinson
Trello
Trish
Tulli
Ullana
Vansr
Van Home
Veon

Vilali
Washington
waugh
Williams
Wogan
Womiak
Wright, D. K.
Wright, M. N
Yewnc

Zug
DeWeew,
Speaker

Bunt
Cawley
Freeman

Harley
HennKuLovich

Levdansky
Mihalish
Steelman

Tme
YandrisRlts

NOT VOTING-3
Colafella

Hughes

Oliver

EXCUSED-4
Bush

Olaz

Pelrarca

Rieger

The majority required by the Constitution having voted in
the affirmative, the question was determined in the affirmative
and the bill passed finally.
Ordered, That the clerk present the same to the Senate for
concurrence.

The House proceeded to third consideration of HB 850, PN
913, entitled:
An Act amending the act of November 24, 1976 (P.L.1176,
No.261), known as the Mobile Home Park Rights Act, further
providing for evictions, for park rules and regulations, for
maintenance and repairs, for underskirting and tie-down
equipment, for community associations, for overnight guests, for
written leases, for installations, for business visitors, for fees at
competitive prices, for security deposits, for abandoned homes, for
sales of manufactured homes and for sewer and water facilities.
On the question,
Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration?

RULES SUSPENDED
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair recognizes
Representative Wright.
Mr. D. R. WRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, I move that the rules of
the House be suspended so that amendment A4785 may be
considered by the House.
On the question,
Will the House agree to the motion?
The following roll call was recorded:
YEAS-161
Acosta
Adolph
Allen
Adrong
Baker
Barley
Battisto
Bebka-Jones
Belardi
Belfanti
Birmelin
Bishop
Blaum
Boy=
Brawn
Bunt

Durham
Egolf
Fairchild
Fajt
Fargo
Farmer
Fep
Fichter
Fleagle
Flick
Gamble
Gannon
Geist
George
Gerlach
Giglid

Laughlin
Lawless
Lederer
Lemvitz
Lloyd
Lucyk
Manderino
Markosek
Marsico
McCall
McGeehan
MsNally
Melia

Merry
Michlo~c
Micamje

Ryan
Santoni

Sather
Samn
Schuler
Scrimti
Serafini

Smith, B.
Smith, S. H.
Stain
Steigbner
S m
Stish
StciUmatta
SMa
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Butltovitz
Buxton

Caltsgimne
Cappabianca
Cm
Cessar
Chadwick
Civera
Clark
cly~r
Cohen, L. I.
Coben, M.
Coldella
Colakm
Cooti
Cornell
Corrigsn
Cowell
COY
CW
Daley
DeLuca
Dermod~
Dooahlcci

Gladesk
Godshall
Gordner
Glwtvl
G ~ P P ~
Haluska
Harley
Hasay
Henoess~y
Herman
Hershey
Hesa
Hughes

ltkin
Jadlowiec
James
Jamlin
Josephs
Kasunic
Keller
Kenney
King
KirNand

Mihalich
Miller
Mundy
Murphy
Nickol
O'Brieo
O'Donnell
Oliver
Peml
Pee
Pelmne
Penit
Phillip
tistella
Pitts
Preston
Reber
Reinard
Richardson

Robolls
Rcbinson
R&ck
Rmney
Rubley
Rudy

LaGrotta

DNE~

Laub

Argall
Camne
Cawley
Dewey
Dent

Kukovich

Nyce

Lee

Piccola

Leh

Platts
Raymond
Ritter
Rohrer
Saylor
Scheetz
Semmel

Sum
Tangretti
Taylor, J.
Thomas

Time
Tomlinson
Trello
Tnch
Tulli
Uliaoa
Van Home
Veon
Vitali
Washin@oo
Waugh
Williams
Wogao
Wmiak
Wright. D. R
Y W ~ C

zug

DeWeose.
Speaker

NAYS-37

Freeman

Hams
Hutchinson
Kaiser
Krebs

hdnnsky

Lynch
Maitlaod
Marland
Mayernik
Nailor

Snyder, D. W.
Steelman
Steil
Steller
Taylor, E. Z.
Tme
Vance
Wright, M. N.

Yandnsevits

N O T VOTING-1
Evans

EXClJSED-4
Bush

Olasz

Petram

Rieger

A majority of thc members elected to the House having
voted in the affirmative, the question was determined in the
affirmative and the motion was agreed to.
O n the question recurring,
Will the House agree t o the bill on third consideration?
Mr. D. R W R I G H T offered the following amendments No.

A4785:
mend Title, page 1, lines 4 through 10, by striking out all
of said lines and inserting
changing the title; providing for legislative purpose; further
providing for definitions and for evictions; providing for
termination of leases, far written leases and for illegal use of
drugs; further prov~dingfor park rules and regulations; providing
for residents associations; further providing for exterior additions;
providing for installation, removal, maintenance and repair and for
removal of certain parts; further providing for disclosure of fees,
for appliance installation fees, for entrance and exit fees, for
installation and rernoval fees and for other fees; providing for
security deposits; furthcr providing for sale of manufactured
homes; providing for retentton of sold manufactured homes, for
abandonment of. manufactured homes and for Fair Housing Act
Compliance; and furthcr providing for waiver of rights and for
damages.

- HOUSE

DECEMBER 14

Amend Sec. 1, page 1, line 13, by striking out "sections 1,
2 and 3" and inserting
section 1
Amend Bill, page 1, by inserting after line 22
Section 2 . The act is amended by adding a section to read:
Section 1.I. Legislative Pur~ose.-An increasing number of
citizens of this Commonwealth live in manufactured homes and
many of these citizens reside in manufactured home communities.
Because of the erowing number of ~ r o b l e m sand camplaints
dealing with various a s ~ e c t sof living in manufactured home
communities and because of the unique nature of manufactured
housing. manufactured home residents and owners of
manufactured home communities need the protection of this act.
In addition, due to the significant and increasing costs of moving
manufactured homes. the potential for damage to the homes
through movine as a result of their design and the inability of *).
manufactured homeowners to find comparable space in other
manufactured home communities in this Commonwealth. the
General Assembly finds and declares that it is necessary to
provide the owners of manufactured homes located within a
manufactured home community reasonable ~rotection from
constructive eviction as a result o f t h e termination of a lease. The
General Assembly further finds and declares that it is ncccssary
to ~ r o v i d ethe owners and operators of manufactured homc
communities with a mechanism to resolve d i s ~ u t e s with
manufactured home residents.
Section 3. Sections 2 and 3 of the act are amended to read:
Amend Sec. I (Sec. 2), page 2 , lines 21 and 22, by striking
out all of said lines
Amend S e c 1 (Sec. 2), page 2, by inserting between lines 24
and 25
"Commission" means the commission responsible for
manufactured housing communities.
Amend Sec. 1 (Sec. 2), page 2, lines 26 and 27, by striking
out "Manufactured Housing Community Commission" and
inserting
commission
Amcnd Sec. 1 (Sec. 21, page 3, line 3, by striking out "a"
and inserting
a licensed
Amend Sec. 1 (Sec. 2), page 3, line 5, by inserting after "or"
any retailer, distributor, wholesaler or manufacturer from which
a manufactured homc community owner or his aeent requires the
purchase of
Amend Sec. 1 (Soc. 2). page 3, lines 6 and 7, by striking out
all of said lines
Amend Sec. 1 (Sec. 2), page 3, line 26, by strik~ngout the
bracket before "three"
Amend Scc. 1 (Sec. 2), page 3, line 26, by striking out "1
ten"
Amend Sec. 1 (Soc. 2), page 4, line 12, by inserting brackets
before and after "means" and inserting immediately thereafter
include, but are not limited to,
Amend Sec. 1 (Sec. 31, page 4, line 21, by inserting after
..period,.,
A violation shall be deemed continuing if the manufactured home
resident does not correct it nor make a goad faith effort to correct
it within 30 days after recaivina notice under subsection (bU2).
Thc burden of roof is on the manufactured home r e s w
establish that a:ood
faith effort has been made to correct the
Amend S e c 1 (Sec. 3), page 4, line 26, by removing the
underscored period after .'residency,' and inserting
if the falsity was intentional and concerned infarmation that if
reported truthfullv would have caused the manufactured
community owner ;r oDerator to iustifiably deny the manufactured
home resident admission to the manufactured home community.
Amend Sec. 1 (Sec. 3), page 4, hue 27, by striking out the
underscored colnma after "felonv'.and inserting

hoke

or

Amend Sec. 1 (Sec. 3), page 4, line 28, by striking out
involves moral turpitude,'

"or

w
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Amend Sec. 1 (Sec. 3), page 4, line 29, by inserting after

"W

under section 3.3
Amend Sec. 1 (Sec. 3). page 5, line 2, by inserting brackets
before and after "by" and inserting immediately thereafter
lor
Amend Sec. 1 (Sec. 3), page 5, line 12, by striking out the
bracket before "if'
Amend Scc. 1 ( S e c 31, page 5. line 14, by striking out the
bracket aftor "April 1"
Amend Sec. 1 (Sec. 3), page 6, line 8. by striking out ''or
conviction of a crime or use of illegal drugs"
Amend S e c 1 (Sec. 3), page 6, lino 11, by str~kingout
''M
and inserting
owner
Amend S e c 1 (Sec. 3), page 6, lino 13, by striking out
''M
and inserting
owner
Amend Sec. 1 (Scc. 3), pagc 6, by inserting between lines 13
and 14
(b.1) A person, 18 years of age or older, who violates
subsection (ax6) or (7) shall be evicted from the manufactured
home communitv.
Amend S e c 2, page 7, linc 1, by striking out "2" and
inserting
4
Amend Scc. 2 (Sec. 3.1). page 7, line 12, by striking out
"bases" and insurting

2257

all of lines 26 through 30, page 9, all of lines 1 through 12, page
10 and inserting
(b) If a residents association exists within the manufactured
s reaulations shall. prior to
home community. proposed ~ l e and
takinr effect. be submitted at the same time to the residents
association and to each manufactured home resident for review
and comment. If no residents association exists within the
manufactured home comniunity, proposed rules and rerulations
shall. prior to taking effect, be submitted to each manufactured

reeulation mav not take effect until 45 davs after the submission
required by this subsection.
(c) If the manufactured home residents, regardless of
whethcr a residents association exists. or the residents association
are dissatisfied with the response of the commnnitv owner, a
petit^:,"
h! at l c Z t ~ 5 1 % the.
. ~ ~maoutactured home
,gitcl<nta mas bu iuhm~ttedb) thcmgnul'acturcd h o n ~ cres~dcnts
.>r by the resdent:. aaraclql!on-tq the#,mmiia~c,n
for rcvlcw undcr
the Commission Act.
(d) No rule or regulation may prevent the placement of a
sinn. on the manufactured home space or on the manufactured
home, advcrtisine the manufactured home for sale.
Amend Sec. 3 (Sec. 4), page 10, line 13, by striking out
and inserting

"m

M

Amend Sec. 3 (Sec. 41, page 10, line 21, by striking out
and inserting

baslg

"m

Amend Sec. 2 (Sec. 3.1). page 7, line 20, by inserting after
''\Lr,L,!I& ''
If ;t ~ C . , I J CJ~cI~I ~ . l eI.!s Ic.,\< .L r n . m ~ ! ~ ~ t ~ ! rlt2m,c
e J c ~ ~ n ~ m u n ~ i > Amend Sec. 3 (Sec. 4), page 12, line 18, by striking out the
underscored comma after "felony" and inserting
!.!b.lcr p.~r:a~r:aplb ( 2 , , > r . ~ - ~ . ~ u ~ ! the
v ~ honl?
. ~ l ~ 10
~ : h.c
~ r+i~ncJ.in
or
thc ~lllnnlunlty~,
& ~ l . i l n u i ~ ~ i u r ~h.,n~c
d
;hall br. r.>lJ in
Amend Sec. 3 (Sec. 4). page 12, line 19, by striking out "or
accordance with the provisions of this act.
involves moral tumitude"
Amend Sec. 2 (Sec. 3.1). pane 7, line 23, by inserting- after
"resident"
Amend Sec. 3 (Soc. 4), page 12, line 23, by inserting a
on the effective date of this section
bracket before and after "by" and inserting immediately thereafter
for
Amend Sec. 2 (Sec. 3.2). page 7, lines 24 through 29, by
striking out all of said lines and inserting
Amcnd Sec. 3 (Sec. 4). page 13, line 3, by striking out the
Section 3.2. Written 1,eases.-(a) With respect to leases
bracket beforo "if'
entered into o n or after the effective date of this section, every
Amend Sec. 3 (Sec. 4). page 13, line 5, by striking out the
bracket after "Aoril 1"
manufactured home resident shall be offered, at a minimum, a
mend ~ e Z . 3(Sec. 41, page 13, line 26, by striking out the
written one-year lease. W r ~ t t r nleases for a period exceedine one
bracket before "if'
year, or for a period less than one year, including month-to-month
Amend Sec. 3 (Sec. 4). page 13, line 28, by striking out the
leases. are also permitted subject to approval in writing by a
rcsidunt. All residents chausinn a lease for any period oftime less
bracket after "Aoril 1"
Amend ~ e c 3. (Sec. 4), page 14, line 10, by striking out
than one year must sieu a form indicating they were offored a
one-year lease and voluntarily chase a lease of a lesser duration.
"this act or tho "Commission Act."" and inserting
the Manufactured Home Communitv Rights Act or the act
A copy of the s i ~ n e dform shall be xiven to the resident and a
establishinn and providing for the powers and duties of the
copy shall be retained by the owner of thc community. No
residcnt shall bc rcquired lo sign a lease containine any blank
Manufactured Housine Communitv Commission.
spaces to be f~lledin by thc owncrs of a manufactured home
Amend Sec. 3 (Sec. 4). page 14, by inserting between lines
18 and 19
community at a future date.
(b) Disputes over the
(61 Environmental concerns. includina, but not limited to,
Amcnd S e c 2 ( S e c 3.2). page 8, line 3. by striking out "@"
thc provision of safe drinkina water and proper sewaee disposal.
Amend Sec. 3 (Sec. 4), page 14, lines 23 through 28, by
and inserting
striking out "In cases in which the commnnitv is serviced bv
Amend Sec. 2 (Soc. 3.2). page 8, line 16, by striking out
total" in line 23, all of lines 24 through 27 and "Further, a" in line
The onlv bases" and inserting
28 and inserting
Id) The onlv basis
A
Amend S e c 2 (Sec. 3.3). page 8, line 30, by striking out
Amend Sec. 3 7 % ~ .4). page 15, lines 16 through 19, by
striking out
"illeeal sale" and inserting
in line 16, all of lines 17 through 19 and
first conviction for an illegal sale.
insertine
manufactur$
and its-residents must comply with sections 5 and 5.1 of the
Amcnd S c c 2 ( S c c 3.3). page 9, linc 4, by striking out "A"
Manufactured Home Community Rights Act.
Amend Sec. 3 (Sec. 4). page 15. line 28, by striking
and insertinn.out ",
'lhc second
safety or upkcep" and insert&gand safety for upkeep and construction
Amend S e c 3, page 9, l ~ n e12, by striking out "3" and
Amend S e c 3 (Sec. 4), page 15, line 30, by inserting after
"regulations"
under section 4 of the Manufactured Home
Amend Sec. 3 (Sec. 41, pagc 9, l ~ n e s25 through 30; page 10,
Community Rights Act
lines 1 thri~ugh12, hy striking out "Any c h a n ~ e sor" in line 25;

La!

E
l

"w

"w"

~

A

~
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Amend Sec. 4, page 16, line 10, by strlking out "4" and
inserting
6

Amend Sec. 5, page 16, line 18, by striking out "5" and
inserting
7

Amend Sec. 5 (Sec. 5), page 16, line 30, by inserting after
"communitv"
owner
Amend Sec. 6, page 17, line 12, by striking out "6" and
inserting

u

Amend Sec. 6, page 17, line 12, by striking out "a section"
and inserting
sections
Amend Sec. 6 (Sec. 5.1), page 17, lines 14 through 21, by
striking out all of said lines and inserting
Repair:-(a)
The installation of a manufactured home shall be
performed only by a licensed installer. The manufachlred home
resident shall have the right to eneaae the services of an
experiencedor licensedprofessianalcontractar far the installation,
setup and tie-down of the home onsite as lone as it is performed
in accordance with the installation requirements set forth in the
act of November 17. 1982 (P.L.676. No.1922 known as the
Manufactured Housing Construction and Safehi Standards
Authorization Act.

-

~

col~tlgu~"_s.
~ h cice shall, i ~ p o n r e c y ~ p l - ?lctler uf complaint
l i o m any manuthctured home rehndrnt, he r e \ ~ e w e d by the
cdnlnnlssn,n undcr thc Cumnusston Acl to Jetermtne ,-!ls
reasonableness. If the commission determines the fee to b e
unreasonable, the fee currently being charged shall be
automatically reduced to a rate which the commission determines
to be reasonable. Nothine in this subsection shall affect the
jurisdiction of the Pennsvlvania Public Utility Commission
reeardine public utilities.
Amend Sec. 7 (Sec. 71.
, . oaee
. - 20.. line 1.. bv, insertine an
underscored comma after "visitors"
Amend S e c 7 (Sec. 7), page 20, line 1, by inserting an
underscored comma after "m"
Amend Sec. 7 (Sec. 7), page 20, line 11, by inserting after
"from"
reasonably
b
Amend Sec 7 (Sec 9), page 21, lme 24, by lnsertlng after
"a"
reasonable
Amend Sec. 7 (Sec. 9). page 21, line 24, by striking out the
bracket before "the"
Amend Sec. 7 (Sec. 9), page 21, line 26, by striking out "1
I>

-

Amend Sec. 7 (Sec. 10). page 21, line 28, by inserting
brackets before and after "unit" and inserting immediately
thereafter

home

Amend Sec. 7 (Sec. 10). page 22. line 4, by inserting
brackets before and after "unit" and inserting immediately
thereafter

home

the communitv reserving the right to suporvise the connection.
Amend Sec. 6 . page 17, by inserting after line 30
Section 5.2. Removal of Certain Parts-No manufactured
home community owner or manager may remove or cause to be

manager takespossession of these Items when removed for storage

Amend Sec. 8, page 22, line 14, by striking out "8" and
inserting
10
Amend Scc. 8 (Sec. 10.1), page 22. lines 19 and 20, by
striking out "two months"' and insorting
one month's
Amend Sec. 8 ( S E C 10.1), page 23, lines 18 and 19, by
striking out "and less the 1% per year administrative expense"
Amend Sec. 9. page 24. line 29. by striking out "9" and
inserting
11
Amend Sec. 9 (Sec. 1 I), pagc 25, lines 11 and 12, by
str~kingout "sizc, quality a n d
Amend Sec. 10, page 25, line 23. by striking out "10" and
inserting
1.2

owner's permission. Such recolpt shall also include the location
where they are to be stored and the value of the items as
determined by the manufacturer of the manufactured home. These
items shall not be subsequently sold by the community owner or
manaeer unless the salo and the sale price is first approved by tho
manufactured home owner who owns the items. If the sale is
approved by the owner and the items are subsequcntlv sold, the
money received from the sale as aereed to by the home owner
shall be paid immediately to the manufactured home owner: and
the manufactured home owner shall be eiven a copy of the bill of
sale.
Amend Sec. 7, page 18, line 1, by striking out "7" and
inserting
0

Amend Sec. 7 (Sec. 6 ) . page 18. lincs 16 through 30; page
19, lines I through 5, by striking out all of said lines a n said
pages and inserting
{b) If a fee charged to a manufactured home resident by the
owner of a manufactured home community or a subsidiary
company for trash removal, sewage disposal, water, electricit\i,
ail, gas or other utility-type service exceeds the averaee rate far
similar services, as determined by the commission, p a ~ dby
customers of private companies or cornorations regulated by the
al
Pennsylvania I'ublic Utility Commission or m u n i c ~ ~ authorities
or municipalities in the municipality in w h ~ c hthe manufactured
home community is located or to which the manufactured home

Amend Scc. 10 (Scc. 11.1). page 25, line 28, by striking out
"size, quality a n d
Amend Sec. 10 (Sec. 11 .I), page 26, line 13, by striking out
"the communitv the opportun~ty to inspect the homo." and
inserting
an opportunity for the home to be inspected
by the municipality in which the home is
located or by the community owner
Amend Sec. 10 (Sec. 11 .I), page 26, lincs 16 through 28, by
striking out all of said lines and inserting
(;,
'Fhc r~j~J:n!-stllcr shall i r c ~ ,~ d .!crtrtcn
a!t>t~cc,
! ~ ! t ~ ~ ! ~ ~ . ~ g < . a . l ..,n.lj.~lr.ph~~~~r.
lrr..i
no~nh<r..I! the pr.,-lp<
pur<h:~ir.ror 11lr. ~ ~ l : + n o l ' ; + , l ~ ~ ~ < c ! IJ! ~ ~thd
> yL< ! m ~ n u n $ . c ! . w d
community owner shall give notice in writing to the prospective
purchaser of the commun~ty'sright to approve or disapprove the
purchaser as a resident and shall providc the prospective purchaser
with an application for community residency. The community
owner also shall provide the prospective purchaser with the
community's rules and regulations and shall obtain a signed
roceipt from thc prospective purchaser.
Amend Sec. 10 (Sec. 11.1), pagc 27, lino 8. by striking out
"may request in writing" and inserting
t.
shall be provided
Amend SEC.I 0 (Sec. 11.1), page 27, lines I0 through 12, by
striking out all o f lines 10 and 11 and "to the prospective
purchaser." in line 12 and inserting

p
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3) The followiny shall be grounds for d i s a ~ ~ r a vof
al a
purchlaser as a resident in a manufactured home communitv: lack
of creditworthiness failure of the home to meet the reasonable
health and safety siandards as specified by the community for
construction or upkeep, inability of the purchaser to complv with
the rules and renulations of the communitv or previous conduct in
a manufactured home community which was detrimental to the
communit or residents.
AmAd Sec. l o (Sec. I I.I), page 27, lines 14 through 18, by
striking out "Grounds for" in line 14, all of lines 15 through 17
and "and reyulations of the communitv." in line 18
Amend Sec. 10 (Sec. 1 1 . I ) , page 27, lines 26 and 27, by
striking out all of said lines
b e n d Sec. 10 (Sec. 11.1), page 27, linc 28, by striking out
and inserting

"w

(
v
iJ

Amend Sec. 10 (Sec. 11.1), page 27, line 30; page 28, line
1, by striking out all of said lines on said pages
Amend Sec. 10 (Sec. 11.1), page 28, line 2, by striking out
and inserting

"w

f!l

Amend Sec. 10 (Sec. 11.1), page 28, line 4, by striking out
and inserting

"m

Amend Sec. 10 (Sec. 11.1). page 28, line 5, by inserting
after "systems"
, as l o n g as the standards are yenerallv
applicable to all homes regardless of whether
sale is contemplated
Amend Sec. I0 (Sec. 11.I), page 28, lines I5 through I?, by
striking out "fails to ~ r o v i d ethc prospective buver with notice of
the" ~n line 15 and all of lines 16 and 17
Amend Sec. 10 (Sec. 11.1), page 29, line 11, by inserting
after ''Under"
reasonable
Amend Sec. l l . page 30, line 9, by striking out "11" and
inserting

- HOUSE

and residents todevelop and comment
a fact which would, I believe,

BattistO, On the basis

On the question,
Will the House agree to the amendments?
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair now recognizes
Representative Wright for comments on the amendment.
Mr. D. R. WRIGKI'. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
That was necessary because it is essentially a previous
amendment but it was an agreed-to language that concerned
several provisions in IIB 850.
The amendment contains "legislative purpose," which
describes the status of manufactured housing in Pennsylvania.
It further defines the terms of "designated dealer" and
"manuf.d~tured home community." It further clarifies the
grounds for evictions It provides importantly for written leases
for the first time, and it also provides for residents associations

his previous

The amendment requires that the resident shall have the
right to engage the services of an experienced or licensed
contractor when performing installation. It provides for
reasonable security deposits and clarifies the provisions for the
sale of homes in communities.
This is an amendment which had been worked out in
consultation with others who are interested in this issue, and I
would urge the adoption of the amendment.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the
gentleman and recognizes the Representative from Manor,
Representative Kukovich.
Mr. KUKOVICII. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
I have not seen this specific language, but I have been told
that it is a partial compromise based on negotiations between
Representative Harley and Representative Wright and a few
other folks. I do not think it goes far enough clearly, but I do
not think it is a bad amendment. Based on the last version that
1 saw, it makes some slight improvements, and I would go
along with a "yes"
on this amendment.
The S P E ~ Rpro tempore. The Chair thanks the
gentleman.
On the question recuning,
Will the House agree to the amendments?
The following roll call

1..
7

Amend Sec. l I, page 30. line 9, by striking out "and 13"
and inserting
, 13, 15 and 16
Amend Rill, page 30, lines 23 through 30; page 31, lines 1
through 8, by str~kingout all of said lines on said pages
Amend Bill, page 31, lines 28 through 30; page 32, lines 1
and 2, by striking out all of said lines on said pages and inserting
Section 14. The provisions of this act are severable. If any
provision of this act or its application to any person or
circumstance is held invalid, the invalidity shall not affect other
provisions or applications of this act which can be given effect
without the invalid provision or application.
Amend S e c . 15, page 32, lines 3 and 4, by striking out "on
the date o f ' in linc 3, all of lme 4 and inserting
in 60 days.

on lules and regulations,
the
M~,

was

recorded:

YEAS-199
Acosta
Adolph
Allen
Argall
Armstrong
Baker
Barley
Battiao
Bebko-Jones
Belardi
Belfaoti
Birmelin
Bishop
Blaurn
Boves
Brown
Bunt
Butkovitz
Buton

Cdtagimne
Cappabiaoca
Cam
Carone
Cawley
Cessar
Chadwick
Civera
Clark
Clymer
Cohen, L. I.
Cohen, M.
Colafella
Colaiao

Fargo
Farmor
Fee
Ficbta
Fleagle
Flick
Freeman
Gamble
Cannon
Geia
George
Gerlach
Gigliotti
Gladeck
Codshall
Gonioer
Cmilza
GNFP
Halush
Hanna
lladey
Hasay
Hennessey
Hem"

Hemhey
Hess
Hughes
Hutchinson
ltkin
Jadloulw
James

Jarolin
Josephs

Lloyd
Luc*
Lmch
Maitland

Sather
Saurman
Saylor

Manderino

SEhuler
Scrimenti
Semmel
Serafini
Smith, B.
Smith. S. H.
Snyder, D. W
Staback
Stairs
Steelman
Steiehner

Markosek
Mamiso
Masland
Maye",ik
MECall
McGeehan
McNally
Melio
Merry
Michlovic
M i d e
Mihalish
btiller
Mundy
Murphy
Nailor
Nickol
N~ce
O'Brien
O'Donnell
Oliver
P-l
Pesn
Petrone
Pettit
Phillips
F'iceols
Pistella

Scheecz

stai

Stem
Stetler
Stish
Strinmaner
Shrrla
Surra

Tanptti
Taylor, E. Z.
Taylor, J.
Thomas
Tigue
Todinson
Trello
T"ch
Tnre
Tulli
Uliana
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Conti
Comell
Comigan
Cowell
COY
CW
Daley
DeLuca
Dempsey
Dent
D
~
Donatusci
Dmce
Durham
Egoif
Evans
Fairchild
Fajt

Y

Pins

Kaiser
Kasunic
Keller
Kenoey
King
Kirkland
Krebs
Kukovich
LaGmtta
Laub
Laughlin
Lawless
Lederer

Plans
Preston
Raymond
Reber
Reinard
Richardsan

Lep

Leh
h v i l z
bdansky

Ritter
Robnts
Robinson
Roebuck
Rohrer
Rmney
Rubley
Rudy
Ryaa
Santoni

Vaoce
Van Home

Vson
Vitali
Washioglon
Waugh
Williams
Wogan
Wmiak
Wnght, D. R
Wrighl, M. N.
Yandriswits
Yewsic

DeWesse.
Speaker

NAYS4
NOT VOTING-0
EXCUSED4
Bush

Olasz

Petrams

Rieger

The question was determined in the affirmative,
amendments were agreed to.

and the

On the q u e s t i o ~
Will the House agree to the hill on third consideration as
amended?
The SPEAKERpro tempore. The Chair asks Representative
Harley if she intends to offer any amendments on HB 850 and
notes that she savs no. Thank you.
On the question recurring,
Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration as
amended?
Bill as amended was agreed to.

neSPEAKER pro tempore. ms hill has kenconsidered
on three different days and agreed to and is now on final
passage.
The question is, shall the bill pass finally?
The Chair recognizes Representative Kukovich.
Mr. KUKOVICII. I would like the members to know and
the record to reflect that I have withdrawn a whole host of
amendments - some comprehensive, some go to individual
problems. I am convinced that even with the last amendment
to this bill, in light of what has been done with HB 851 and
this bill without any amendments, it will actually make the law
worse than the current law. I am convinced that what has
happened during the last 6 Years surrounding this particular
problem in the Commonwealth is that those few park owners
who have been tyrants, who have discriminated, who have
gone out of their way to destroy people's homes and lives, are
going to win on t h s issue, and I thnk we an: going to hear
more and more about this issue a? ttus session progresses and
on into the future until something is done.
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But one of the more egregious problems is that the one ray
of hope for people out there has k e n what prosecutorial
people have been able to do, and it is focused on the A.G.
(Attorney General) but D.A.'s (district attorneys) are also
having their authority taken away from them, so there is going
to be no real recourse for folks who cannot afford private
counsel, who have no hope. I think it is going to be a very sad
day for Pennsylvania if this ever does become law. I do not
think it will. I think it would probably be vetoed at some point,
if it ever goes that far. But I think we have got to take stock
as to the pmcess in the House vis-a-vis regular people having
a voice here or whether money is going to continue to dictate
the policies of the Commonwealth.
I think this is a very bad bill. It is not a compromise, and
I would ask for a "no" vote.
The SPEAKER pro lempore. The Chair thanks the
gentleman and recognizes Representative Harley for the
purpose of speaking on final passage.
Mrs. HARLEY. Thank you very much Mr. Speaker.
I would echo very strongly Representative Kukovich's
comments. I think this is a travesty and a tragedy for every
Pennsylvanian and certainly for every person that sits in this
m m , because we can successfUlly say at this point that we
have turned our back, just in 1 week, on hundreds of thousands
of senior citizens and first-time home buyers. I hope that none
of us will go home and ever make the comment that we share
their concerns for affordable housing; I hope that we will never
face another senior citizens erouo
- . and ever sav to them that we
support their efforts, that we care about their living conditions,
because voting for this bill and voting down the Kukovich
amendment previously is to send a very clear message to every
senior citizen in this State and to the first-time home buyers
and to people who live in these homes-and there are hundreds
of thousands of them-that we do not care about them: that
what we care about are special interests, because that is what
is working here. Everyone in this m m knows that that is
working here. So let us be clear on what really just happened.
Okay7 We are not supporting those people.
I cannot urge you enough to vote against HB 850 on linal
passage. This is a travesty. This takes us back, back, further
hack than what present law is. What a travesty. Please vote
against HB 850.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the
gentlelady
recogniws Representative Nyce for the purpose
of speaking on final
Mr. NYCE. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Mr. Speaker, I know that the people who live in my district
who occuW manufactured housing are not going to be 100
pe,ent happy. 'neyare going to be disappointed as I am
today, that we were not able to do more to protect them and to
an opportunity
for
to appeal any decision that
occur as a result of a park owner's unilateral rulemaking.
But at the same time, I learned something in my life ovcr the
years, and that is, if you cannot get everything you want, you
lakc what you can get, and today we have an opportunity to at
least get something. We may be back to revisit this issue, and

,,
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if we do, I hope that we are able to funher improve on this
legislation, but most importantly, I hope that after this
legislation is passed, the appropriate authorities make sure that
the enforcement of these rules and regulations is made.
Without enforcement, none of this is going to mean a thing. If
we do not set the standards for what is appropriate in this form
of housing, it is going to continue to boil, it is going to
continue to be revisited by this House, and I think that we
need to get a grip on what is going on. We heard tons of
testimony at the hearings. Those of us who have manufactured
housing varks in our districts know what this is all about.
YO; know, 1 find it ironic because there has been a lot of
attention lately to a bill that is going to ban pigeon shoots in
Pennsylvania, and that is a very important issue. All of us are
very concerned about it. But who are the real pigeons in this
case? Who are the pigeons here? Who are the people that are
trapped and cannot get any relief? I hope that the members
reflect, when they are concerned about pigeons, let us be
concerned about people and homeowners. Thank you.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the
gentleman .and recognizes Representative Wright for the
purpose of spaking on final passage.
Mr. D. R. WRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, I thought I heard the
foundations of the Commonwealth shaking over the
consequences that might occur if we pass t h s HB 850.
I have heard people stand on the floor and say we needed
to send a message. Well, we arc sending a message. We are
scnding a message to those community owners that they must
have a written lease. No longer can you have just some oral
agreement. You have to have a written lease. We are sending
a message to say that the residents of those homes can
participate in the making of the rules and regukations that
govcm those manufactured community homes. We are sending
a message that says, you can establish resident associations that
participate in the governing of your community. We are
sending a message that says, therc will be an independent
commission, and there will hc an executive director who has
the sole responsibility of resolving conflicts between
manufactured community owners and the residents of those
communities, and we are saying, you do have a right to appeal.
If you do not like what that execu:ive director does, you can
appeal to the independent commission, and you do not have to
pay $200 simply to exercise your right to appeal. And we are
sdying that the Attorney General has not relinquished his
power under existing law. Ife can go to civil and criminal
court on any issue which he decides.
To say that somehow or other by this vote we have sold
out to some kind of special interest, whoever those people
are-those special interests may be the men and women who
work manufacturing homes; they may be those special interest
people who make a living maintaining those residential
facilities-whoever those special interests happen to be, the
interests of the residents and of the homeowners are protected
under ths hill, and we can vote for it with pride, knowing that
for the first time we have done something balanced with regard

to affordable housing and affordable housing facilities in
Pennsylvania.
For those reasons, with pride, I ask that we vote in favor
of HR 850.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the
gentleman.
On the question retuning,
Shall the bill pass finally?
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Agreeable to the provisions
of the Constitution, the yeas and nays will now be taken.
YEAS-173
Adolph
Allen
Argall
Amdroog

Baker
Barley
Battisto
Bebko-Jones
Belardi
Belfanti
Bimlin
Bishop
Blaurn
Boyes
Brown
Butko\iIz
Ruxton
Cappabianca
Carone
Cessar
Chadwick
Civera
Clark
Clymer
Cohsn, L. I.
Cohen, M.
Colafella
Colaim
Cooti
Comell

corn@"
Cowell
COY
Daley
DeI.uca
Dempsey
Dent
D e d y
Donalucci
Druce
Durham
Egolf
Evans

Fairchild

Fajt
Fargo
Farmer
Fee
Fichter
Ragle
Flick
Gamble
Gsnnon
Geist
George
Gerlach
Giglidti
Gladeck
Godshall
Gordner
Gruitza
G ~ P P ~
Halush
Hasay
Herman
Hershey
Hess
Hutchinson
ltkin
Jadlowis
lames
Jamlin
Kaiser
Kasunic
Keller
Kenney
King
Kirkland
Krebs
hGrotta
hub
Laughlin
Lswless
Lederer
Lee
Leh
LescoviIz
Lloyd

LUC*
Lynch
Maitland
Markosek
Msrslco
Masland
Mayermk
McCall
McGeehao
McNally
Melio
Meny
Mishlovic
Wc-e
Miller
Muody
Nailor
Nickol
N~ce

O'Briea
O'Donnell
Oliver
Penel
Pesci
Petrooe

Pettit
Plillipr
Piccola
Pistella
Pitts
Plans
Preston
Raymod
Rek
Reinard
Richanlsoo
Ritter
Rabuck
R o k
Roooey
Rubley
Rudy
Ryan
Saotoni

NAYS-23
Bunt
Cam
Cawley
cuny

Freeman
Hanna

Harley
Heonesey
Josephs
Kukovich
Lwdaosky
Maoderioo

Whalich
Murphy

Roberts
Robinson
Senmenti
Snyder, D.

Salber
Saumun
Saylor
Sche
SEhuler

Semmel
Serafini
Smith, B.
Smith, S. H.
Stahck
Shim
Sldghoer
Steil
Stw
Stetler
Stish
stinmatter
Shlrla
sum
Taylor, E. Z.
Taylor, 1.
nomas
Tiye
Tomlinsoo
Trello
T"ch
True
Tulli
Uliaoa
Vance

Van Home
Veon

Waugh
William
Wogan
Wmiak
Wright, D. R
Wright. M. N ,
Yewcic
Zug

Dew-,
Speaker
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Your assurance that the department and its budgetary integrity
would remain intact greatly influenced the department's position
reversal.
If I can be of further assistance on this matter please call our
b
office at 787-6441.

NOT VOTING-3
Acosta

Caltagjrone

Hughes

EXCUSED-4
Bush

Olasz

Pdrarca

DECEMBER 14

Rieger

FILMING PERMISSION

The majority required by the Constitution having voted in
the affirmative, the question was determined in the affirmative
and the bill passed finally.
Ordered, That the clerk present the same to the Senate for
concurrence.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Also, the Chair wishes to
advise members that Tom Herdman from the House
Democratic Broadcast Office hasbeen given permission to film
with audio today for the purpose of general debate.

LETTER SUBMITTED FOR THE RECORD

VOTE CORRECTION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. For what purpose does the
gentleman, Mr. Wright, rise?
Mr. D. R. WRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, I rise for unanimous
consent to have submitted for the record a letter from the
Department of Community Affairs. I should have done that
earlier. It was a commitment which I made to them, and I want
to fulfill that commitment.
The second thing, Mr. Speaker, I simply would say that we
have been dealing with this issue a long time, and there have
been times when we have tried the patience of the members of
the Iiouse, and I simply want to express my appreciation for
your patience throughout this fairly long and arduous and
somewhat controversial issue.
ne SPEAKER pro
ne chair thank; the
gentleman and notes that the submission will be spread upon
the record.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair asks Representative
Serafini, for what purpose does the gentleman rise?
Mr. SERAFWI. Mr. Speaker, I rise to change a vote.
I was incol~ectly recorded on amendment A3094 to HB
851. I would like to change my vote from the negative to be
recorded as positive, in favor of that amendment. Thank you.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the
gentleman and asks that his comments be spread upon the
record.

BILL ON FINAL PASSAGE POSTPONED
The House proceeded to consideration on final passage
postponed of HB 619, PN 2138, entitled:
An Act amending the act of December 22, 1983 (P.L.306,
No.84), known as the Board of Vehicles Act, providing for
warranty and presale information.

Mr. D. R. WRIGHT submitted the following letter for the
Legislative Journal:
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
Department of Community Affairs
December 7, 1993
SUBJECT: Amendment A4740 to HB 851, PN 2174,
establishing the Manufactured Housing Community
Commission and HB 850, PN 913, amending the
"Mobile Home Park Rights Act"
TO:
Honorable David Wright
House of Representatives
FROM:
Frank RyderIMarlene Berman
Legislative Office
The Department of Community Affairs withdraws opposition
to House Bill 850 and House Bill 851 which was previously stated
in correspondence. including a memo dated this day.
The primary reason for the department's reversal of its position
can be ascribed to amending language to House Bill 851 which
creates the Manufactured Housing Community Commission as an
"independent commission." The previous, unacceptable language
provided for a departmental administrative board within the
department.
And your explanation, as the bill's sponsor, was clear that the
Commission is intended to be separate and distinct from the
department in budgetary matters, as well as, in operation and
function.
The department had concerns that staffing and support
services, and the funds appropriated to DCA for these purposes,
would be siphoned off by the new needs of a Commission within
DCA.

t

On the question recurring,
Shall the bill pass finally?
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Agreeable to the provisions
of the Constitution, the yeas and nays will now be taken.
(Members proceeded to vote.)
VOTE! STRICKEN

I

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair asks the clerk to
strike the vote and recognizes Representative Wright for
comments on final passage.
Mr. D. R. WRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, this is a bill that simply
guts HB 849, which this House overwhelmingly approved and
which Was one of the three bills which had been agreed to.
Mr. Speaker, I am going to ask, if I may, that this be held W
over at least long enough for me to offer an amendment to HB
619 lhat would at least bring it
what this House did with HB 849. We are in conflict with
if
vote On this ($11 today. I would ask that it be
held over.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair recognizes the
gentleman, Mr. Kukovich, on the motion that Representative
Wright raised.
w
Mr. KUKOVICH. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
I am somewhat surprised. I did not think this would be
controversial
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HB 849 dealt with installers, and that compromise had been
worked out and passed before. This has nothing to do with
Ulat. It amends a totally different statute. It deals with the State
Board of Vehicles Act, and it just again provides protections
regardng manufacturen' warranties of the homes that are
purchased, and the wmdnty would pmtect the roof framing,
the floor systems, the bearing walls and partitions, the girders,
the foundation systems. 'The purpose of tlus amendment was
simply to try to pmtect those consumers, because too oflen
some of the homes, afler they had been purchased and
installed, different structural parts would be damaged, and
people either would not be able to live in them or have to
expend even more money.
I thought this was all part of an overall package and would
not be contmvenial. I am not sure what would need to be
amended, but I think the homeowners deserve some protection,
and this certainly is a minimal amount.
I would ask that we vote this bill and pass it unanimously
as we did last week until it was reconsidered
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair asks the gentleman,
Mr. Kukovich, if he is requesting that the hill be called up
right now and notes that he is requesting that.

MOTION TO PLACE BILL ON
FINAL PASSAGE POSTPONED CALENDAR
711e SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair recognizes

Representative Wright for the motion that HB 619 be held over
temporarily.
On the question,
Will the House agree to the motion?
?he SPEAKER pro tempore. On that question, the Chair
recognizes Representatjve Nyce.
Mr. NYCE. Mr. Speaker, is it appropriate at this time to
interrogate the maker of the bill, or are we acting only on the
motion to hold over?
The SPEAKER pm tempore. 'l'he question before the
House currently is strictly the motion to postpone, so
interrogation on the bill is not in order right now.
Mr. NYCE. May l then comment on the motion to hold
^..--9

POINT OF ORDER
Mr. MIIIALICH. Point of order, Mr. Speaker.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. 'The Chair asks everybody to
suspend and recognizes Representative Mihalich.
Mr. MIHAI~ICII.Did you not call- I would assume that
where we were at, we were taking a roll-call vote. I might be
wrong, but I thought that we had begun to take a vote, and had
we done so, there is nothing in order but the talang of the
vote, Mr. Spcaker.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair states that the rollcall vote was originally called and then suspended by the
Chair, so that mll-call vote has k e n suspended for the purpose
of considering the motion to postpone.
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Mr. MIHALICH. Mr. Speaker, I think you are establishing
a very dangerous precedent. There should be any number of
times when people who have opposing views on the floor will
come up and intenupt you and ask you to intermpt the roll-call
vote. Some things should be rather sacrosanct around here, and
I think the roll-call vote is one of them. Thank you.

PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRY
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair recognizes the
Republican leader, Mr. Ryan.
Mr. RYAN. Point of parliamentary inquiry.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman may ptuceed
and please state his point.
Mr. RYAN. Mr. Speaker, my understanding of the mles
would lead me to believe that it would be necessary to suspend
the rules to consider lhis particular bill in that it does not
appear on our calendar for a vote today, on our printed
computer calendar for a vote today, the voting schedule.
BILL PASSED OVER
I h e SPEAKER pm tempore. The Chair notes that the
Republican leader is technically correct, and the bill canna be
considered today and will be held over.

PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRY
The SPEAKER pm tempore. The Chair recognizes
Representative Nyce. For what purpose does the gentleman
rise?
Mr. NYCE. Point of parliamentary inquiry.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman will please
state his point.
Mr. NYCE. Mr. Speaker, did we vote HB 619 previously
and was it not up for reconsideration?
I'he SPEAKER pro tempore. Yes.
Mr. NYCE. l'hen why is it not available for voting today?
The SPEAKER pm tempore. Because it technically was n d
listed on the voting schedule, and because of that, it was not
proper for consideration today.
Mr. NYCE. Mr. Speaker, could you explain, on a
reconsideration motion, what is different? I mean, once it is on
the calendar, what is different about a reconsideration motion?
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Would the gentleman please
approach the rostrum.

RULES SUSPENDED
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair recognizes the
majority leader.
Mr. rIXIN. Mr. Speaker, 1 move that the rules be
temporarily suspended for the purpose of considering two
resolutions - HR's 215 and 216 - which are on page 10 of
today's calendar.
On the question,
Will the House agree to the molion?
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Bush

Olasz

Petrsrca

Kegn

NOT VOTING-2
Acosta

Hughes

' h e question was determined in the affirmative, and the
resolution was adopted.

EXCUSED4
~ush

Mr. GORDNER called up HK 216, PN 2918, entitled:

Famr

Fee

Pichter
Pleagle
Flick
I'reeman
Gamble
Gannon
Gist
George
Gerlach
~ig~iotti
Gladak
Godshall
Gordner

Gruitza
GNPPO
Haluska
Hanna

Harley
IIasay
llennessey
Herman
Hershey
Hess

Dent
Dermcdy
1)unatucci

Hulshinson
ltkin
ladlouies
James
Jarolin
Josephs
Kaiser
Kasunic
Kellrr
Kcnney
King
K~rkland
Krebs
Kukovlch
1,aGrotta
Lauh
I.aughlin
1au.less

Dmce

Lsdrrer

1)urham
Egolf
Evans
1:airchild
rajt

Ine
l.ch
lzscovllr
Imdanrky
Lloyd

1,ucyk
Lpch
Mailland
Manderino
Markosek
Manco
Masland
Mayemik
McCall
Mc(;eehan
M~Nally
Mclio
Mew
Michlovic
Misoloe
Mihalich
Miller
Mundy
Muwhy
Nailar
Nickol
Nycr
O'Bnon
0'l)onncll
Oliver
Peml
Pesl
Petrone
Petlit
Phillips
Piccola
Pistella
Pitts
Platts
Preston
Raymond
Keber
Reinard
Kchardson
Kilter
Koberts
Robinson
Kochuck
Rohrer
Kooney
Kuhlry
Rudy
Kyan
Santonl
Sathcr

Rieger

I

YEAS-197
Far!+>

Petmrca

DEMOCRATIC CAUCUS

The following roll call was recorded:
Adolph
Allen
Argall
Armstmng
Baker
Barley
Battisto
Behko-Jones
Uelad
Belfanti
Birmelin
Bishop
Blaum
Boy=
Brown
Run1
Butkovltz
Ruxton
Caltaamne
Cawanca
Cam
Carooe
Cawley
Cessar
Chadwick
Civera
Clark
Clper
Cohen. L. I.
Cohen, M.
Colafella
Colaina
Conti
Cornell
Comgan
Cowell
Coy
CU~TY
I)aley
I)el.uca

Olasc

The question was determined in the affirmative, and the
resolution was adopted.

A R e s o l u t i o n endorsing "Canine Goad Citizen" programs.

On the question,
Will the House adopt the resolution?
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Saurman
Saylor
Scheetz
Schuler
Scrimenti
Semel
Serafini
Smith, 8.
Smith, S. H.
Snyder, D. W.
Staback
Stairs
Steelman
Stkghner
Sleil
Stem
Stetler
Stish
Strillmatter
Slurla
Suna
Tangetti
Taylor, E. Z.
Taylor, J.
Thomas

T~guc
'Tomlinsoo
Trello
Tnch
True
Tulli
Uliana
Vance
\'an Home
Veon

Vitali
Washington
Waugh
Williams
Wogan
Waniak
W"gh1, D. K.
Wright. M. H.
Yandnsvsls
Yewcic

zug
IIeWeese,
Spsvker

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair recognizes the
. majority caucus chairman, Representative Coy. For what
purpose does the gentleman rise?
Mr. COY. For the purpose of making an announcement
about caucus, Mr. Speaker.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman may proceed.
Mr. COY. llank you, Mr. Speaker.
Mr. Speaker, it is the majority leader's intention to recess
the House at this time for a brief lunch break. The Democlatic
members will go to caucus at 1 o'clock to discuss several
important pieces of legislation, and we will return to the floor
at 2 p.m.
Mr. Speaker, would you please recognize the majority
leader for a fiulher announcement.

I

HOUSE SCHEDULE
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the
gentleman and recognizes the majority leader.
Mr. ITKIN. Could I have the attention of the members of
the House for a moment just to advise you of o w schedule.
On our side of the aisle, we are going to have a meeting
now of the leadership and the committee chairmen in room
39E, so those committee chairmen and leaders report
immediately to room 39E.
I sec at 1 o'clock the caucus chairman has said we will go
into caucus and rcturn to the floor at 2.
In terms of our schedule today, we will be considering the
regional asset district legislation, the E.M.T. (emergency
medical technician) legislation; we are going to deal with HB
185 and its myriad of amendments. We intend to cut off debate
today around 6:30, and we will then go into session tomorrow
mormng at 9:30. What I am hoping to do is to get everybody
out of hcre tomorrow at a reasonable hour, and since we do
not know at this time what communications we may receive
from the Senate, that is the reason for us to hold a Wednesday
session. If that should change, I certainly will let you know,
but at this time I want you to plan to be here tomorrow
momine at 9:30.
T h e SPEAKER pro tempore. 'Ihe Chair thanks the
gentleman.
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H. William DeWeese
Speaker of the
. ---.House of Representatives

REPUBLICAN CAUCUS
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair recognizes the
minority leader.
Mr. RYAN. Thank you. Mr. Speaker.
Mr. Soeaker. the Re~ublicanswill also caucus beginning
- at
1 o'clock. I appreciate the majority leader's advising us now
that we will start session tomorrow moming at 9:30 a.m. so
that we can finish at a reasonable hour tomomw. I think it is
vely generous of him to explain that to us, and I think it is
something that we should all keep in mind.
Let us act in as prompt a fashion as possible. Thank you,
Mr. Speaker.
The SPEAKER pm tempore. The Chair thanks the
gentleman.

CITATION SUBMITTED FOR THE RECORD

A1 I b b l :

John J. Zubeck
Ch~efClerk of the
House of Representatives

JUDICIARY COMMITTEE MEETING

I

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair recognizes
Representative Gamble. For what purpose does the gentleman
rise?
Mr. GAMBLE. Mr. Speaker, I would like to present the
wording of a House citation presented by Representative
Mumhv
- -..r - ~ , for
~ - the
~- ~record.
- The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair notes that that
would definitely be in order, and the gentleman may submit
that resolution for p u w e s of being spread upon the record in
honor of our new mayor-elect.

-

-

- -

VOTE CORRECTIONS
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair recognizes
Oliver,
OLIVER, Thank you,
Speaker.
Mr. Speaker, my switch malfunctioned on HB 851, final
passage. i would like the record to show I was voting in the
affirmative.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the
gentleman and asks that his comments be spread upon the
record.
Anybody else recognizing or considering recognition?
Representative Van Ilome.
Mr. VAN HORNE. Mr. Speaker, ycstcrday on the vote on
HI3 2057, I would like to be recorded in the affirmative. Thank
you.
'The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair notes the
gentleman's comment and asks that it be spread upon the
record.

Mr. GAMBLE submitted the following citation for the
Legislative Journal:
COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA
THE IIOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
CITATION
WHEREAS, The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania is always
proud to recognize its citizens who, through outstanding
achievements, bring great distinct~on to themselves, their
community and this state; and
WHEREAS, Billy Conn the Pittsburgh Kid is being honored
posthumously for his lifetime accomplishments as a world class
boxer; and
WHEREAS, One of the logcndary figures and extraordinary
athletes to ever come out of Pittsburgh, Billy Corn is widely
recognized as the greatest pure boxer of all time. He was light
heavyweight champion of the world and fought ten world
champions during his brilliant boxing career including
heavyweight boxer Joe Louis. One of the most memorable events
in boxing history occurred on June 17, 1941, when Billy Conn, at
one hundred sixty-nine pounds, went twelve rounds with Joe
Louis. at two hundred two oounds. The Pittsburrh Kid was ahead
of LO& on all score cards. In the twelfth rolnd, he staggered
Louis and missed a left hook that would have made him
heavyweight champion of the world. Bdly Conn was inducted into
the Boxing Hall of Fame in 1990.
NOW THEREFORE, The House of Representatives of the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania pays tribute to the late Billy
Conn on his richly deserved recognition; heartily acknowledges
him as an inimitable force in the world of boxing;
s
sponsored by the
AND DIRECTS That a copy of t h ~ citation,
Honorable Thomas J. Murphy, Jr. on December 10, 1993, be
transmitted to the Family of Billy Conn.
Thomas J. Murphy, Jr.
Sponsor

The SPEAKERpro
The Chair now recognizes the
chairman of the Judiciary Committee, Representative
Caltagirone,
Mr. CALTAGIRONE. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
For the members of the House Judiciary Committee, since
the schedule has been chanced that we are coine to be in
session at 9:30 tomorrow, 1would like to reschedule the House
Judicialy Committee meeting that we were going to have at the
call of the recess or adjournment, whichever comes first,
tomorrow. Thank you.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the
gentleman.

t

RECESS
The SPEAKER pro tempore. This House now stands in
recess until 2 o'clock this aflemoon.

-

RECESS EXTENDED
The time of recess was extended until 2 3 0 p.m.; funher
extended until 3 p.m.; further extended until 3:15 p.m.

AFTER RECESS

I

I

?'he time of recess having expired, the House was called to r)
order
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CALENDAR CONTINUED

I

The following bill, having been called up, was considered
for the second time and agreed to, and ordered transcribed for
third consideration:

BILLS ON THIRD
CONSIDERATION CONTINUED

On the question,
Will the House agree to the motion?

The Rouse proceeded to third consideration of HB 1284,
PN 1425, entitled:
An Act amending l'itle 34 (Game) of the Pennsylvania
Consolidated Statutes, further providing for a quorum.

On the question,
Will the House agree to the hill on third consideration?

BILL RECOMMITTED
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair recognizes the
chairman of the Game and Fish Committee, Representative
Fee.
Mr. FEE. Mr. Speaker, I move that HB 1284 be
recommitted to the Ciame and Fish Committee.
On the question,
Will the House agree to the motion?
Motion was agreed to.

SUPPLEMENTAL CALENDAR A
BILL ON CONCURRENCE
IN SENATE AMENDMENTS AS AMENDED
The House proceeded to consideration of concurrence in
Senate amendments to the following HB 659, PN 2958, as
further amended by the House Rules Committee:
An Act amcndiny the act of July 28, 1953 (P.L.723,No.230),
known as the Second Class Countv Code. further orovidin~for the
District as 4 special purpose areawide unit of local government;
creatine a governing board for the district: authorizing the district
authorizing the district to enter into intergovcrnmental cooperation

-

Un the question,
Will the House concur in Senate amendments as amended
by the Rules Committee?

MOTION TO SUSPEND RULES
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair recognizes the
Representative from Allegheny County, Representative Farmer.
For what purpose does the gentlelady rise?
Mrs. FARMER Mr. Speaker, I rise to request a suspension
of the rules to offer an amendment to this hill.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentlelady is in order for
the motion to suspend the rules.

BILL ON SECOND CONSIDERATION

agreements reeardine regional assets: authorizing the im~osition
07 an additional tax on the sale and use of tangible personal
property and services; creating a fund; providing for use of the
revenues generated by the additional tax; providing for reduction
of local taxes; and maklne repeals.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair asks that the
members voting in favor of the motion vote "aye"; those
opposed, "no."
But before that, we would like to recognize the majority
leader for a comment.
Mr. ITKIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to oppose the
gentlelady's motion to suspend the mles.
It is my understanding that what she wishes to do is to
propose an amendment to the bill which has been considered
>&ady two times and on both occasions has been defeated,
once on the Senate floor yesterday and once in the Rules
Committee today.
Mrs. FARMER Mr. Speaker?
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Would the majority leader
suspend for one moment, please.
For what purpose does the lady rise?
Mrs. FARMER I believe the gentleman is debating the
merits of my amendment.
'lbe SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair generally grants the
majority and minority leaders certain latitude on their
discussions on the floor. The Chair will ask the majority leader
to please keep that in mind in his comments. The motion
before the floor is the motion to suspsnd. But again, the Chair
asks the gentlelady to grant the iatitude that is normally
granted to the minority and majority leaders.
The gentleman may proceed.
Mr. lTKIN. Mr. Speaker, what I am tlying to say is that if
I felt that there was extraordinary relief to be provided, I
would certainly have granted the lady from Allegheny County
this consideration. Unfortunately, the Senate has already
considered her amendment and rejected it.
This bill is too valuable to be lost in the shufle between
the House and the Senate today, and as a consequence, since
it had been considered already in the Rules Committee of the
House and reiected, it is my stronz- urzinz
- - that the House not
further any
dilatory actions in this regard and vote not to
suspend the mles.
Mrs. FARMER. Mr. Speaker?
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The lady is in order. For what
purpose does the lady rise?
Mrs. FARMER. I would like to comment on the motion to
susoend the rules.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The motion to suspend the
rules is not debatable.

more

I
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PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRY
The SPEAKER pro tempore. For what p~uposedoes the
gentleman, Mr. Lee, rise?
Mr. LEE. Point of parliamentary inquiry.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Please state your point.
Mr. LEE. It is my understanding- Is the mle that is being
suspended merely lule 301 Rule 30, as I understand it, is the
rule that says bills coming back from the Senate, House bills
coming back from the Senate, go immediately to the Rules
Committee, and the Rules Committee has the only chance to
amend the bill in the Rules Committee and the House does not
have a chance, as a whole, to amend the bill. What she is
doing by her motion is merely suspending that mle because we
have had sufficient notification of over a day, as far as the
notification goes, and all she is asking to do is to gain the
same rights as the Rules Committee had to offer amendments
to that bill. Is that correct?
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the gentleman please
suspend.
Mr. LEE. Is that correct?
The SPEAKER pro tempore. What specifically is the
gentleman's
paint of order?
Mr. LEE: Is the rule that she is suspending rule 30?
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Yes. The Chair has been
advised, yes, it is.
The ChGr recognizes the gentlema Representative Barley.
For what purpose does the gentleman rise?
Mr. BARLEY. I would like to speak on the motion to
suspend the rules.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair has been advised
that that motion is not debatable.
On the question recuning,
Will the House agree to the motion?

YEAS-93

Boyes
Bmwn
Bunt
Carone
Civera
Clark
CIymer
Cohea, L. I.
Conti
Comell
DBnpsey
Dwt

DNW
huham
Egolf
Fairchild

Famr
Fichter
Flea&
Geist
Gerlach
Godshall
Gruppo
Hanna
Harley
Herman
Hershey
Hcss

Hutchinson
Jadlowiec
K a e ~
King
Krebs
hub
Laudin
Lawless

Lee
Leh
Lyoch

Maitland
Mamico
Masland
Merry
Micoaie
Miller
Nailor
Nick01
Nyce
O'Brien
Perzel
Pottit
Phillips
Pitts
Platts
Kaymond
Reber
Reinard
Rohrer
Rubley
Ryan
Sather
Sawn
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Fargo

NAYS-I01
AC&
Battisto
Bebko-Jones
Belardi
Belfanti
B~S~OP

Blaum

Fajt

~loyd

Fee
Flick
Freeman
Gamble
Camon
George
Gidiotti
Gl&k
~ordner
Gruitzs
Halwb
Hasay
Hennessey
Hughes
ltkin
James
Jamlin
Josephs
Kaiw
Keller
Kirkland
LaGrotta

h+

E:c'mne
Cappabianca
Cam
Cawley
Cessar
chadwick
~,h,,
M.
Coldella

Evans

Lederer
hovitz
Levdanslry

Manderioo
Markosek
Mayemik
MsCall
McGeehan
McNally
Melio
M ~ C ~ I O ~ ~ C

Mihalich
Mundy
Murphy
O'Dannell
Oliver
Pesci
Petmne
Pistella
Preston
Richardson

Ritter
Roberts
Robinson
Roebuck
Rmoey
Rudy

Steelman
Steighner
Stdler
Stish
Sturla
Sum
Tanptti
Tbomas
Trich
Van Home
Veon
Vitali

Saylor
Scheerz
Schuler
Semmel
Smith, B.
Smith. S. H.
Snyder, D. W.
Stairs

Stnl
Stem
Stliltmatter
Taylor, E. 2.
Taylor, J.
Tigue
Tomlinsoo
Trello
True
Tulli
Uliana
Vawe
Wogan

Wrigh< M. N.
Zug

.r

washinaon
Williams
Wcrmiak
Wright, D. R
Yandrimits
Ynvcic

NOT VOTING-S
Butkovitz
Kasunic

Kukovich

Piccola

Waugh

FXCUSED-4
Bush

Olasl

Pdrarca

&eger

Less than a majority of the members elected to the House
having voted in the affirmative, the question was dctcrmined
in the negative and the motion was not agreed to.
On the question recuning,
Will the House concur in Senate amendments as amended
by the Rules Committee?

The following roll call was recorded:
Adolph
Allen
Argall
'k"m011g
Baker
Barley
Bimlin

- HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair recognizes the
gentleman from Allegheny County, Representative Michlovic.
For what purpose does the gentleman rise?
Mr. MICHLOVIC. To speak to the bill, Mr Speaker.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman is in order and
may proceed.
Mr. MICHLOVIC. Mr. Speaker, HB 659 is the now
infamous legislation which proposes a I-percent sales tax addon to counties of the second class or Allegheny County. For
those of you here last session, I introduced this legislation in
June of 1991 and again in November of 1992 in a somewhat
different form, but it is essentially the same concept, except
this time the bill applies only to Allegheny County and some
of the distributions are dfferent than they were before.
In June of 1991 this House overwhelmingly approved the
Philadelphia PICA (Pennsylvania Intergovernmental
Cooperation Authority) Act, which gave Philadelphia, enabled
them the power to fund themselves and get out of their

%
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desperate financial situation. The members of the Philadelphia
delegation, Democrat and Republican, came to us and said that
they had to deal with problems in their city and they wanted
to deal with their own problems and they wanted us to allow
them to do that, and we did indeed support them in their effort
and approved the I-percent sales tax for Philadelphia County.
Today we in Allegheny County and in the city of
l'ittsburgh are coming to you to ask your support to do the
same thing. A little later on you are going to hear from the
mayor-elect, Tom Murphy, ahout the situation in the city of
Pittsburgh and why this legislation is so desperately needed.
Today I was in a meeting and a Representative-

THE SPEAKER (H. WILLIAM DeWEESE)
PRESIDING
The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman yield.
The Iheouse will please come to order. The legislation at
hand is of paramount importance to our second largest city.
The gentleman deserves to be heard.
Sergeants at Ams, please ask the staff to he seated.
Sergeants at Ams, please be involved in the debate this
altemwn. The House will please come to order; the House
will please come to order.
Those who are not recogni7xd by the Chair as members
and arc recognizd a5 staff are asked to bc seated.
The gentleman may continue.
Mr. MICII1,OVIC. Tkank you, Mr. Speaker.
Mr. Spcaker, today, this morning, I was in a meeting and
we were talking about regional perat at ion, and a
Representative outside Allegheny County made this statement;
he said the city of Pittsburgh is the capital of southwestern
Pennsylvania. We all recognix that, and I think that is a very
true and telling statement. We lwk to the city of Pittsburgh
proudly, and when we go to other parts of this country and
other parts of this world, people ask us where we are from. We
are not from North Braddock; we are not from Turtle Creek;
we are not from Aliquippa; we are from Pittsburgh, and
Pittsburgh desperately needs aur help today.
This legislation and the I-percent sales tax is estimated to
generate about $106 million in Allegheny County. That
mvcnue would he rebated back to the municipalities and md
distributed in the following manner: 50 percent to what is
called a regional asset district, and that regional asset district
would have a commission, enabled by both the county and the
city, to pay the expenses of our regional assets, and some of
those regional assets include the m,the aviary, the
consewatov, the county parks, the city parks, our libraries,
some museums, the Stadium Authority -those kinds of things
which we as a region in southwestem Pennsylvania all enjoy
but here until now are paid primarily by the citizens of the city
of Pittsburgh.
The other 50 percent of the proceeds of this legislation
would be split in half, 25 percent of it going to Allegheny
County. All of the revenues coming to Allegheny County,
estimated to bc around $26 million, would go toward tax relief.
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It is required in this legislation that all of the proceeds to
Allegheny County go to tax relief.
About $16 million of that is going to eliminate the personal
property tax. We have heard of the awful problem in
Allegheny County of the personal property tax, which has been
a major source of public discontent in the last year or two, and
this bill would eliminate that at the outset.
The other 25 percent of the proceeds of this legislation
would go to the individual municipality. There is adistribution
formula based upon local effort and local tax b u r d e ~and that
formula would distribute the moneys to the municipalities, and
they would be required by the tenets of this legislation to
reduce their taxes by two-thirds of that amount, lwo-thirds of
that amount, whatever it is, and it varies from municipality to
mu~cipality.
So somewhere in the range of 40 to 45 percent of the
proceeds of this legislation, of the tax revenues coming in to
this legislation are going for tax relief - tax relief to personal
property tax owners who are paying that now; tax relief to
property tax owners - and there are provisions in the
legislation that attempt to deal with the gentrification issue,
which we voted on in 1988, and attempt to cap the assessments
for those people who are longtime owners of their home, who
are eligible for the PACE (Pharmaceutical Assistance Contract
for the Elderly) program, and who have difficulty living in
their homes because the pmpe~tyvalues around their homes
are increasing so rapidly they cannot pay the taxes and they
cannot stay in their homes. This legislation attempts to deal
with that problem by driving some of those revenues toward
those folks and taking care of that problem.
'['his legislation also promotes intergovernmental
In the second and third and fourth years after that
first year, the distribution of the revenues-the additional
revenues, not all of the revenues-the additional revenues, any
increases in that sales tax over the first yeas, are split to the
municipalities this way: 50 percent has to go to tax relief; 25
percent may go to the municipality to deal with more crime
prevention, more police on the streets; and 25 percent of that
increase goes automatically to the council of governments that
that community helongs to.
In Allegheny County, most every community of the 130
mu,,jcipalities in ~ l l ~ ~most h evety
~ community,
~ ~
belongs to a council ofgovemments, we are t w n g to promote
cwperat,on, we are trying to
the notion of
those problems directly and getting people to work on their
problems and
them
Mr. Speaker, when we introduced this legislation 2 years
ago, as I said, it included an option for all of the counties.
Unfortunately for some, this legislation does not include that
and I know many of you represent cities of the third
class that desperately
the same kind of relief that we are
trying to provide to the city of Pittsburgh and the
,,,iCipalities
in /\llegheny county
in this legislation today,
AI] I can tell you is that I will support yon wholeheaedly in
your effort to help your communities work their way out of
their distressed
when that
arises,

county,
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The reason we are here today is because of a unified effort
of the county commissioners, of the mayor of the city of
Pittsburgh the mayorelect, local officials from all over the
county. The chambers of commerce from the county, the
Conference on Community Development in Allegheny County
have all gotten together, the civic and arts groups throughout
Allegheny County have all gotten together to support this
legislation, and there is a unitied effort this time to get this
thing done.
We desperately need this thing to be done. We are asking
for your help, and I ask for your support on HB 659 this
afternoon.
The SPEAKER The Chair thanks the gentleman and
recognizes the gentleman from Warren County, Mr. Lynch.
Mr. LYNCH. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
I have a problem with this bill in that I am afraid that with
all the talk with the local tax reform that is going on currently,
that concurring with this bill is going to put us into a Julius
Caesar divide-and-conquer-type attitude which I do not think
we can afford to do.
We have to maintain a statewide impetus in order to enact
a local tax reform that is so much needed in all counties of this
State. I am afraid that we would lose that. I realize that
Pittsburgh has the problems and decidedly needs this, but at
the same time, too, I think we need to go through this as a
whole unit.
I also want to point out for the record here on page 2, if
anybody has not taken the time to look at the problem that the
coroners are going to have in the counties, I mean, we are
talking about the possibility of coroners driving across the
State in order to confirm a death.
I do not think this is a good bill for rural Pennsylvania, and
I strongly urge my rural colleagues on both sides of the aisle
to vote this down. Thank you.
The SPEAKER The gentleman from Delaware County, the
minority leader, Mr. Ryan.
Mr. RYAN. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Mr. Speaker, I want to address the concern that was just
raised with respect to other bills that we are all aware of that
are somewhat pending on local tax reform, and I am really
talking to our caucus more than the entire membership.
As you remember, we had a conversation in our caucus,
and as a result of that conversation, the gentlemen, Mr.
Gerlach, Mr. Reber, myself, had a meeting just a little while
ago with the majority leader and Mr. Kukovich, and at that
time the majority leader expressed to us that it was his
intention to-I am using the word "commit"; he did not use that
wod-to commit a timetable, if you will, of sometime during
the month of February-he said January or February; I am
taking the latter date of February-to move a package of bills
or to urge the moving of a package of bills that are presently
in, I believe, the Finance Committee that were introduced as
a'result of bipartisan efforts on the part of a number of
members, both Republican and Democrat, over the past several
months, indeed maybe the past year. That was a commitment
that I was asked about earlier in our own caucus, because
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some had wondered whether it would create a problem in
connection with the concurrence or nonconcurrence on this bill.
So this is really in the nature of a report to my own caucus
that Mr. Reber, Mr. Gerlach, and I did indeed do what you
asked us to do, and that is a report to this caucus. 1 think it is
fairly accurate. 1 see the gentlemen, Mr. Reber and Mr.
Gerlach, both nodding in the affirmative that such a
commitment has been made, and I thank the Chair for the
opportunity to explain it.
The SPEAKER The Chair recognizes the majority leader,
Mr. Itkin.
Mr. ITKIN.I want to just reemphasize what the Republican
leader has said that I am in fact committed to working with
the membership of the House and bringing forth to the House
floor late January or early February local tax reform legislation
so that we can all consider it. I do that because I believe that
just to deal with the Philadelphia issue, as we have done in the
past, and to deal with Pittsburgh and Allegheny County, as we
are contemplating today, that it is imperative that we also
consider all the other jurisdictions of the Commonwealth. They
have equal needs regarding local tax reform.
In addition, I also want to comment to a prior speaker
about the coroner provisions that are contained in this
legislation. As you may be aware, the regional asset district
proposal is an amendment to HB 659 which originally
addressed an issue brought into being by the coroner in
Allegheny County, who was concerned that when there arc
accidents in his county which result in death, that he has no
authority to go into an adjacent county, if the body is moved
to an adjacent county, and view the body and investigate the
circumstances surrounding the death of the individual. We feel
that since the event occurred in the home county of the
coroner, that he ought to be permitted to view the body.
I do not understand it; I do not see this as being a
significantly controversial issue. I think it is something that
gives the coroner in the county in which the event occurred the
opportunity to investigate and insure that death occurred
through a noncriminal or that it was a nonhomicide. So I
would hope that my comments right now would be able to
mitigate the concerns raised on the coroners' issue.
I have no more comments at this time, Mr. Speaker, but I
would like to speak on the bill before it is ultimately voted.
The SPEAKER The gentleman, Mr. Daley. For what
purpose does the gentleman rise?
Mr. DALEY. To discuss the bill.
The SPEAKER. The gentleman is in order and may
proceed.
Mr. DALEY. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
I rise to ask for an affirmative vote on concurrence in
Senate amendments as amended on HB 659.
As the legislator in that meeting this morning that made the
comment to Representative Michlovic that Pittsburgh actually
does serve as the capital of southwestem Pennsylvania, it is
both indeed true and an accurate and on-point statement that
Pittsburgh does serve that purpose. For all of us that live
outside the city of Pittsburgh and outside Allegheny County,

w
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we can identify in a different way than most people do that
I'ittsburgh is the regional center and Allegheny County is the
regional county; that Washington, Greene, Fayette,
Westmorcland, Beaver, Butler, and the surrounding counties of
Allegheny County can join together collectively and see it
grow, because if Allcgheny County grows, the city of
Pittsburgh grows, so do the counties surrounding Allegheny.
For several years now Allegheny County has been suffering
due to economic deprivation. It was one of the worst hit in the
country, and that spread up the Mon Valley through the Beavcr
Valley, the Allc-Kiski Valley, and that type of problem has
changed the economic face of southwestern Pennsylvania.
I ask for your suppoli for the Allegheny Regional Asset
Ilistrid, because it, too, indeed, will directly affect not only the
city of Pittsburgh and the county of Allcgheny hut the growth
and future growth of all of southwestern Pennsylvania, and I
ask for an affirmative vote.
The SPEAKER. Thc gentleman from Lancaster County,
Mr. Sturla, is recognized on concurrence; on concurrence.
Mr. STIJRLA. Mr. Speakcr, I rise in support of
concurrence on HB 659. 1 have been contacted by everyone
from citizens in Allegheny County to the Speaker himself in
terms of support of this legislation.
In contrast to one of the earlier speakers who said that we
will &vide ourselves here by doing this, I think quite the
contrary. I expect to support Allegheny County on this today,
and I would hope that those members from Allegheny County
who believe they benefit a.a result of this would then support
me whcn we try and do local tax reform also to help my city
and my county.
For those reasons I support concurrence. Thank you.
The SPEAKER. The gentleman, Mr. Merry, from Erie
County is recognized on concurrence.
Mr. MERRY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to ask for a "no" vote on
concurrence.
What I have got to say has somewhat already been said,
but you remember our tax vote, tax reform vote, of 4 years
ago. There were a good many compromises in that. It was a
tough vote, and we were disappointed to see that shot down.
I believe that IID 659 contains some of the most innovative
and well-nceded things for the second-class county - the
county of Allegheny -hut I thmk this is the wrong time to do
it. You know that we have so many different factions and
fractions in Pennsylvania that it is going to be difficult for any
tax reform vote. Now here we are permitting Allegheny
County to vote for a well-needed amendment because it serves
a good purpose to them. We need that same purpose served to
every counly in I'ennvylvanib and we u,ould like to have it
now.
To break up this process where we permit Allegheny
County to have thcir form of tax reform right now, leaving the
rest of the State float until February or August or December in
the hopes that we can gct together, I think is wrong. We are
not going to be able to insist on the same allegiance from the
legislators from Allegheny County as we would have today on
a statewide tax reform vote, because they have had their

problems largely solved, and for them to put up a tough vote
as well as we will be putting up tough votes to solve the
problems in our individual counties will mean that they will
have a tendency to break away.
I feel that we need 203 Representatives voting on tax
reform with the dedication and sincerity in Febmary or
whenever, and a vote today on HB 659 will be a delriment to
us. That plus the fact that it has been pointed out to me that
you are forming another form of govemment, adding to the
levels of government, the concerns of the coroners, which if
you check with your offices, I bet all the out-of-county people,
legislators, are hearing that the coroners are very concerned
about that inclusion.
So for those reasons, Mr. Speaker, I urge a "no" vote on
concurrence of HB 659.
The SPEAKER. The gentleman, Mr. Gigliotti, and then
Mrs. Farmer will be recognized after Mr. Gigliotti.
?'he gentleman is recognized on concurrence.
Mr. GIGLIOTII. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Mr. Speaker, I rise to support concurrence on this vote for
many, many reasons, and the most important reason is that my
district is in the city of Pittsburgh. And if I may have your
attention, let me just tell you a little story about the situation
in the city of Pittsburgh.
In 1974 when I first went to work for the city of
Pittsburgh, the city of Pittsburgh had 760,000 residents. Now
we are down to 364,000, maintaining the same services.
I am asking every member of this chamher, from Bucks
County, Montgomery County, Delaware County, Cambria
County, Erie County, to support me by supporting this
concurrence vote on this bill. Thank you.
The SPEAKER Mrs. Farmer fmm Allegheny County is
recognized.
Mrs. FARMER. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Mr. Speaker, the gentleman, Mr. Michlovic, outlined the
29-page amendment to the bill in a very adequate way.
However, this bill still creates a new tax, a tax increase for the
people of Allegheny County.
The taxpayers who foot the bill happen to be o w region's
greatest asset. My attempt today to suspend the rules so that
the voices of the people of Allegheny County, o w special
resource, the people who foot the bill, could be heard was
turned down. That opportunity was denied to me.
I think a new tax that would generate $106 million in new
tax dollars is a very impoltant amount. It should not be
railroaded through. I think we need to take a long look at this
particular bill. 1 think we need to do tax reform the right way,
in the daylight, and for all the people of Pennsylvania, not just
the second-class county.
I ask you to nonconcur in this bill. Thank you.
The SPEAKER The Chair thanks the lady from Allegheny
County and recognizes the gentleman from Armstrong, Mr.
Pesci, on concurrence.
Mr. PESCI. mank you, Mr. Speaker.
I rise to support this legislation. I live 26 miles from
downtown Pittsburgh but just 1 mile from the Allegheny
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County line. So my constituents will still end up paying this
sales tax, but my district will receive great benefits from it.
When we talk about regional assets, they are just that
regional. They do not enhance one city; they enhance an entire
area. Ask the people in counties around Pittsburgh where they
live, and they will tell you just north of Pittsburgh, just east of
Pittsburgh just south of Pittsburgh. My constituents know we
are a part of the Pittsburgh region. We are willing to do our
part to keep that region strong, because what is good for
Pittsburgh is good for the region. But there is one thing I want
my colleagues from Pittsburgh and Philadelphia to remember:
This tax and the one that was enacted in Philadelphia bring a
hint of tax reform which I was assured by our leadership we
would deal with next spring. We want your help to bring tax
reform to the other 65 counties that are represented in this hall.
It does not end here.
And, Mr. Speaker, as you know, a movie years ago called
"The Fish That Saved Pittsburgh" was a total flop, and as the
Italian caucus knows, my name in Italian means "fish." Please
make this a success, and please vote for it.
The SPEAKEK. The gentleman from Fox Chapel, Mr.
Cessar.
Mr. CESSAK. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
I think I prefer to be known as the kid from downtown
Etna.
The SPEAKER The Chair apologizes and will
acknowledge that in the future.
Mr. CESSAR Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Mr. Speaker, I rise to support this legislation, and I would
just like to remind the members of this General Assembly or
inform them that 50 years ago, two great leaders in Pittsburgh,
one by the name of Richard King Mellon and the other by the
name of David Lawrence, passed legislation in this chamber
known as the Pittsburgh Package, and that legislation, Mr.
Speaker, was the forerunner of the rebirth of the city of
Pittsburgh. Today, Mr. Speaker, we have an opportunity to
carry on and to reaffirm that rebirth for the city of Pittsburgh.
I support this legislation, Mr. Speaker. It is the right thing
to do for the right reasons. We are a region that depends on
the heart of the city to be able to function as a county and a
region for the good of the whole community.
As was mentioned before, Mr. Speaker, this is tax reform.
It is tax reform, and it is the first step for the commitment
from the majority floor leader, which I heartily endorse, to be
able to allow legislation to flow in the next 2 months on this
floor so it may be debated for the other 65 counties to
participate in true tax reform.
Mr. Speaker, 1 feel rather strongly that this will be the
savior for the city of Pittsburgh and for Allegheny County and
our whole region. I sincerely hope that all the members on
both sides of the aisle will consider this proposal and vote
favorably for it. ?'hank you, Mr. Speaker.
The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman, and on
concurrence, the gentleman from Elizabeth, Mr. Levdansky.
Mr. LEVDANSKY. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
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Mr. Speaker, I rise to urge concurrence in HB 659. 1 also
rise as a legislator who represents some of the poorest
communities within the Allegheny County region.
I represent a legislative district that is geographically the
farthest away from Pittsburgh and still in Allegheny County.
However, I recognize that the economic and social vitality of
my district are inextricably linked to the economic and social
well-being of the city of Pittsburgh, our regional economic
center.
We are a region whose economic and social well-being are
inextricably linked. If the economic engine of the western
Pennsylvania region is hurting, I submit to you that all people
in communities in Allegheny County and all of southwestern
Pennsylvania will hurt as well, for economic ills and economic
devastation really and truthfully know no boundary. What we
in Allegheny County are asking our colleagues here today is to
give us the tools, give us the means to resolve our own
problems back in our own county and in our own community.
This bill, though much debated and I think much maligned,
is not about a tax increase. It is really a tax redistribution; it is
really a tax redistribution of the local tax base. What we are
attempting to do is to shill from an overdependency on
property taxes to a more equitable tax base a sales tax, a
consumption tax. And if you talk to economists, Republican
and Democrat and middle-of-the-road, you will get a
unanimous agreement that if you have to do taxes,
consumption taxes are the most fair and most equitable form
of taxation. Consumer taxes are relatively economically benign.
This bill in effect promotes tax fairness. It enables us in
Allegheny County to shift our tax base from the cumen1
overdependency on properly taxes, which serve as a
disincentive to savings and investment, and instead enables us
to incoprate a more fair tax system for the county and the
communities in Allegheny County.
On the issue of tax justice and tax fairncss alone and in
addition, we ask you to give us the means and tools available
to resolve our own problems. I ask for your concurrence in FIB
659.
The SPE,AKER. The gentleman from Huntingdon County,
Mr. Sather.
Mr. SATHER. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Governor Casey said in the past, any tax reform must be
revenue neutral. This legislation will provide additional
revenue without a required direct offset.
This hill is not about tax reform; it is about raising taxes.
This legislation flies in the face of meaningful statewide tax
reform, an effort put forth by a bipartisan committee of the tax
reform caucus.
Many areas of this Commonwealth are ilnxiously waiting
for tax reform, meaningful tax reform in this Commonwealth.
I would recommend that you vote "no" on this proposal and
begin in earnest to provide all of this Commonwealth's citizens
relief from the real property tax burden. Thank you, Mr.
W
Speaker.
'Ihe SPEAKER. The gentleman from Allegheny County.
Mr. Murphy, is recognized on concurrence.
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Mr. MURPIIY. 'Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I appreciate the
opportunity to speak on the bill.
Mr. Speaker, all of us from western Pennsylvania over the
last 10 years have seen difficult times. Whether you live in
Allegheny or Greene or Fayette or Westmoreland or Indiana
Township, we have seen a way of life change; a way of life
change. My father worked for 51 years in the steel mill, and
that steel mill does not exist anymore. There is not a building
standing. And this legislaf on before us today is about defining,
defining how Allegheny County and hopefully the rest of the
region begim to work together.
Mr. Speaker, this legislation has been described as historic,
and why has it been described as historic? Because it defines
a new relationship.
The SPEAKER Will the gentleman please yield.
Again, staff be seated. Sergeants at Arms be alert to
conferences and do your best to dissuade more than two people
gathering. The legislation at hand is, as I said earlier, of
paramount importance to Pittsburgh. The gentleman deserves
to be heard.
The gentleman may proceed.
Mr. MURPIIY. 'Ibis defines a new relationship.
As we debate this bill today, there are lawsuits between the
city and the Pirates; there are lawsuits between the city and the
county, and those lawsuits are about how we pay for and how
we continue the vitality in the Pittsburgh region with the assets
that are so important to all of us, with our major league
baseball teams and with our m and with our libraries and
with our parks. This defines a new relationship. This says, for
the first time, we as a region, we as 132 municipalities, will
work together to protect these interests, that we will begin to
shape a regional agenda where all of us will share in both the
opportunities and the costs.
You know, with the changes that we have seen over the
last 20 years, Pittsburgh's population, for example, used to be
700,000 people. It is now 360,000. With that decline in
population came a decline with the tax base, and this is about
recognizing that one municipality can no longer afford to carry
the burden of all the assets.
Hut more importantly, 1 think this will open the door in
Allegheny County and in the rest of the counties of western
Pennsylvania for a broad m y of cooperation on how we
speak to the rest of the world, because, you know, if you are
in Germany or Japan or California or New York and you are
thinlang about doing business in western Penn~ylvania, you
probably say you are thinking about moving to Pittshurgh but
you could just as well he moving to I'ayette County as you
could to the north side of the city of Pittsburgh. We are all in
this together, and what this legislation in a very real way says
is that we are going to work together to hegin to build
economic opportunity.
We have tough times. 'l'his is a tough vote, but what it says
to people in western Pennsylvania is that we are going to
redefine how we have done business, and in rcdefining how we
have done business we believe that we can create real
opportunity to bcgin to shape western Pennsylvania as a place
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with wonderful assets, with a competitive tax climate, but also,
also, a community that understands how to work together.
For those reasons I very much urge your support for this
bill, because without it, without if I think we continue down
the same old path of Allegheny County fighting with
Washington County and Pittsburgh fighting with the suburbs,
and ultimately, we all .lose. Nobody wins in that scenario.
Please vote for this. Thank you.
The- SPEAKER The Chair thanks the gentleman and
recognizes the member from Bradford County, Mr. Chadwick.
Mr. CHADWICK. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

FILMING PERMISSION

,

The SPEAKER The Chair would also like to announce that
several media folks from around the Commonwealth will be
filmng. I have their names and will submit them for the
Journal. I am not golng to belabor the chamber at this moment,
hut filming will be going on for this afternoon's debate.
The following names were submitted:
John Dille, House Republican Video;
Barbara Grant, W - T V , channel 29;
Jeff Davenport, WTXF-TV, channel 29;
Bill Baldini, WCAU-TV, channel 10;
Phil Howser, WCAU-TV, channel 10;
Tony Gore, WCAU-TV, channel 10; and
John Sanks, WPVI-TV, channel 6 .

CONSIDERATION OF HB 659 CONTINUED
The SPEAKER The gentleman from Bradford may
proceed.
Mr. CHADWICK. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Mr. Speaker, I would like to offer the perspective of a nuaI
Republican from eastern Pennsylvania, a member whose
district is at least a 6-hour drive from Allegheny County and
who really has nothing personal at stake in this issue.
A couple of years ago the city of Philadelphia came to us
when they were on the verge of insolvency and asked for our
help. The Pem$ylvania Intergovernmental Cooperation
Authority was the result. And I stood up on that day and I said
as a rural Republican that I was willing to make that vote
because we had friends in Philadelphia who needed our help.
Today Philadelphia has started back up the long road to
financial solvency, and that would not have been possible
without our help.
Now today Allegheny County is here, and they have
regional assets thdt are in danger of being lost, not the least of
which is the Pittsburgh Pirates. They need our help. And while
l appreciate the majority leader's willingness to permit the rest
of us to have local tax refom addressed in January or
February, I do not urge you to support this legislation for that
reason; I urge you to support this legislation because it is the
right thing to do and because we have friends and neighbors in
Allegheny County who need our help. Thank you, Mr.
Speaker.
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The SPEAKER The Chair thanks the gentleman and
recognizes the member from Montgomery County, Mr.
Saurman.
Mr. SAURMAN. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Mr. Speaker, 1 rise to support concurrence on HB 659.
However, in so doing, I feel, I think, a little like Dr.
Kevorkian.
I really believe sincerely that the solution to the economic
problems of Pittsburgh, of Philadelphia, or of Pennsylvania in
general does not lie in increasing taxes, and this measure is not
tax neutral. However, if our colleagues in Pittsburgh feel that
this is the way they can solve their problems and feel that they
need this in order to meet the crisis that they have, then I
would suggest that we assist them and o b s e ~ ethe results.
Philadelphia has come back, but Philadelphia has not come
back because of the I-percent sales tax; it is because of the
cuts that have been made in their spending.
Let us look very carefully at what Pittsburgh does with this
opportunity. I suggest we give it to them and hope indeed that
it does provide the answer that they expect. I personally do not
think it will. Thank you.
The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman and
recognizes Representative Taylor from Chester County.
Mrs. TAYLOR Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
I have another concern that I do not think has been
addressed, and that is the portion of IIB 659 that deals with
coroners. If you have read that section, which I am sure all of
you have, you have noticed that there is a radical change in the
operation of the office of coroner. I represent a third-class
county, very close to counties of the second class, secondclass-A counties, and I would like to ask someone to explain
to me whether or not this portion of AB 659 is indeed legal.
My coroner from Chester County informs me that it is illegal
for him to move from his position in a third-class county to
pronounce or to investigate the facts concerning the death of
someone in a second-class or second-class-A county. Is there
someone that I can ask to respond to that portion of this
legislation?
The SPEAKER The gentleman, Mr. Pistella, indicates that
he will respond to the lady's interrogation, and the gentleman
may proceed.
Mr. PISTELLA. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
This legislation was originally drafled for the intention of
affecting second-class and second-class-A counties. It is
obvious that there seems to be some concern expressed on the
part of coroners such as yours. I am prepared to offer at this
time-and not to delay this legislatiowin an attempt to correct
this language, to do a trailer bill.
The purpose of the language was to address those situations
where a person sustains injuries under somewhat suspicious
circumstances in one county and is transported into Allegheny
County, the county of the second class. At that point the
thought would be if the coroner in the fmt county chose not
to investigate the circumstances, the coroner in Allegheny
County would have, at the request of the family or on their
own initiative, the opportunity to conduct such an investigation.
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Realizing, of course, that there was an amendment offered
that has caused some confusion during the course of this
legislative process, I am prepared to work on a trailer bill to
correct this language; to address the concerns that your coroner t
has, the concerns that my coroner has; to try to clean this
language up and solve this problem one way or the other.
Mrs. TAYLOR. Mr. Speaker, if I could further interrogate,
I would like to ask if there is some date at which this change
or your attempt to change the legislation would be offered to
the Assembly.
Mr. PISTELLA. Yes. There are two opportunities that I
was looking at for the purpose of scheduling meetings of the
Local Government Committee. One is going to be the week of t
January 10; the second was going to be during our
appropriations break. At that time we wanted to undertake IIB
333, the Township Code codification, use it for educational
purposes for the members, but I would be prepared at that time
to entertain the legislation. We could work on it over the
holidays or right afler the holidays and try to resolve it through
the committee at that point.
Mrs. TAYLOR. Mr. Speaker, if I could, one more piece of
interrogation. If we do happen to concur, are we concurring in
language, to the best of your ability, that you believe to be
illegal as it is written in HB 659?
Mr. PISTELLA. Well, in terms of whether or not it is
illegal, Mr. Speaker, I do not know that. I think the courts
would determine it. What I am suggesting is that we get
language that could be worked on and adopted by the
Assembly so that we could avoid the potential problem of a
coroner, in order to correct this legally, seeking out a c o w
case and doing it that way. I would much rather take the
initiative within this chamber to resolve the problem so none
of our coroners are faced with having to incur, on their rather
limited budgets in their respective counties, third class through
eighth, the onerous burden of trying to fight a legal battle to
get this resolved.
I realize the sensitivity of the coroners is the fact that their
budgets annually are not prepared to deal with what they think
could be an undue burden, and certainly I am not about to
stand here and say, we are going to lay another burden, and
that is that you are going to fight a lawsuit over this matter. I
am prepared to take the initiative in the Local Government
Committee to address this problem as expeditiously as possible
during the course of the next month.
Mrs. TAYLOR. Mr. Speaker, if I could make a final
comment.
I h e SPEAKER The gentlelady is recognized on
concurrence.
Mrs. TAYLOR I appreciate the comments from my
colleague on the other side of the aisle. I would just point out
to the membership that the last line of this bill that we are
working on today says that this act will take effect in 60 days.
I guess what I am trying to get from the majority leader or
from somebody is an assurance that this, 1 thought he said 'clr
Taylor bill, but I guess it was trailer bill was going to be able
to be passed by this House prior to the date at which this act
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would take effect. Is there anyone that is able to give the
members of this Assembly at this time that commitment?
I h e SI'IIAKIIK. Mr. I'istella is recogni~cdto answer the
query.
Mr. I'ISI'EI.L,A. If the gcntlclady is referring to me, the
efrectivr date is 60 days tiom its signaturc into law. As I l w k
at my calendar, presuming, of course, the Ciovernor has- Is it
10 days, Mr. Speaker?
Mn. 'I'AY1,OK. 'l'hat is right.
The SPliAKEK. Yes.
Mr. 1'ISl'lIl.l.A. 'Then if this goes to the Governor today,
which is the 14111, he would havc it on his desk by the 24th,
and 60 days from that time is 1:ehruary 24 or 25. We are only
scheduled to be in session for 4 weeks. We could probably get
it passed in thc llouse. I do not know how quickly the Sct~dte
could do it. unlcsa o r coursc, we find a Scnatc hill and send
the Scnatc bill back to them on concurrence, and I have not
had the o~x,rtunitylo look at our records to see what we havc
in comniittcc.
Mrs. 'I'AYI.OR. 'lhank you very much. I appreciate your
taking the time to check thosc dates. I still would like to get a
commitmcnt, a commitment on the part of your icadership, that
this will be addressed within the time, whatever thc dates arc.
' h e Sl'bAKI:K. The gcnlleman, Mr. Itkin, is recognized.
Mr. SIKIN. Mr. Slwakcr, 1 an1 happy to respond to the lady
Crom ('hestcr, and we will honor that commitment of gctting
a hill passed.
I just want to make it abundantly clcdr to the membership
that the way that coroner's provision was dralled, i t only
af'fccts four counties of the ('ommonwealth. It only affects
Allcghcny, 13ucks, I)elawarc, and Montgonicry. So if the lady
is conccmed about the impact in (:hester County with respea
to these provisions, there are not any, hut still, wc are
committed to makc those changes for the b u r counties
cnumciated. lhank you.
Mrs. '1'AYI.OK. Mr. Spaker. I would like to thank the
rnajr~ntylcadcr ibr that a~til~nitment,
but I want Lo point out
that it affects many more tha~ithosc four counties. Someone
i~~.iurcd111 my alunty who is transferred to a second-class or
second-class-A county, my coroner is the one that has to go to
that cou~ityulidcr the :anguage of this bill. So it does indccd
afrcct more than just the four coulit~csthat the lcader pointed
out. 'l'hank you. Mr. Speaker.
'lhc Sl'liAKliK. I h e ('hair thanks thc lady and recognizes
the lady from Inhand ('ounty, Ms. Steelman.
Ms. S'1'I:I:IMAN. 'lhank you. Mr. Speaker.
1 rise to support coticurrcncc in IIH 659 for three reasons.
'lhe first is that the formation ofthe regional asset district
offers us a laboratory for regional cooperative ventures of
many kinds. We have talked bcforc in this hall about the
problems that arc crcated in I'ennsylvania because wc have
such a tendency lo think of our municipalities in fragmented
constructs and thc dcgree to which we need to look at regions,
we need lo ltx~k at working together, we need to look at
fostering cooperation. 1 can also say that aRer some of the
dscussions that we havc had on this bill, I would say that if
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we can get cooperation among the municipalities of Allegheny
County and Pittsburgh, cooperation among any other set of
municipdlitics should be a breeze.
My second reason for supporting the bill is bccause I think
il represents a useful move toward tax reform in that we are
looking at very much the same kind of system that we are
talking about with regard to local tax reform across the State.
'The idea of substituting a sales tax and whether or not you
think that the sales tax is the fairest possible kind of tax, at
least it decs havc advantages over the taxes that in this
formulation and in our other tax reform formulations it would
replace, substituting a sales tax for personal property taxes and
nuisance taxes of other kinds. I think having t h s tested in
Allegheny County is advantageous to us in that it also
increases the momentum toward local tax reform generally.
And thircl I believe that the regional asset district proposal
should he supported on its particular merits, because as other
people havc said bcrore me, I'ittsburgh represents a special
kind of cultural resource for all or southwestem Pcnnsylva~a.
I know that when my daughter's schwl schedules field trips,
they go to I'ittsburgh. 'lhey go to Three fivers Stadium; they
go to the Children's Museum; they go to the science museum.
Whcn we take excursions as a family, we go to the zoo or the
aviary or to the theater, and all of those things are part of
I'ittshurgh. My county by itself, with a population of 94,000
people, could never support these kinds of cultural and
educational resourccs It could never supporf the land of
rccrcational resources that arc represented by thc Pirates.
Therefore, I think when these resources that serve all of that
part of the State, not just I'ittsburgh itself, are threatened, it is
the resp~nqihle thing in all of us to help take steps to protect
thosc things that arc valuable not just to Pittshurghers but to all
of us, lhank you, Mr. Speaker.
'lhe SPlAKER. For the information of the members, it is
the ('hair's policy to call on members to speak for the first
time kfore individuals are called upon to speak for the second
time.
I h e gentlemdn, Mr. Harley, is recognized to speak at this
time.
Mr. HAKLEY. 'Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
1 rise to urge nonconcurrence in this particular bill.
We have heard a lot of conversation, we have heard a lot
of rhetoric about local lax reform today. Well, one thing that
this issue is not, and that is, it is not local tax reform. It is
simply a tax increase, and the best numbers I can come by
indcate to me it is a tax increase of $106 million, and that is
a $1 06-million tax increase on small businesses, in particular,
and also on the residents of the Commonwealth.
Now, I have been thinking about this, and recently I read
an article in the Philadelphia Inquirer that ranked the top 25
cities in the Nation on their local tax effort and the amount of
local taxes that the residents pay, and this particular area,
Pittsburgh, the city of Pittsburgh, in that article was ranked
number two, so maybe if we pass this, we can elevate them to
number one; I am not sure.
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The other thought that I had was that on this issue it comes
back to trying to tax your way to prosperity. It is just
something that you positively cannot do, and so I just cannot
understand why we are standing here today when we are trying
to stimulate an economy and we are trying to do it by
increasing taxes. It just makes no sense to me at all.
One other additional comment I would like to add. The
issue today that we voted on when we attempted to suspend
the rules and have an opportunity to include the initiative and
referendum for this tax to take effect, I would like to point out
that, yes, when the majority leader indicated that that was
voted on in the Rules Committee, that is true, and it failed in
the Rules Committee, but it was supported by each and every
Republican member of the Rules Committee. So there was
unanimous support in our caucus to include that referendum.
I think that should have been included in the bill, and I think
that celtainly would have been a key component to this
legislation.
So again I just urge a nonconcurrence on this bill, unless
you believe that we need more taxes in Pennsylvania. Thank
you, Mr. Speaker.
The SPEAKER The Chair thanks the gentleman and
recognizzs the gentleman from Allegheny County, Mr. Trello.
Mr. TRELLO. Mr. Speaker, I rise not to ask anybody to
concur or nonconcur with this legislation. What I am saying to
this General Assembly is, what is the urgency?
My counterpart, Karl Boyes of the Finance Committee on
the minority side, and I traveled throughout Ulis
Commonwealth to hear the problems of businesses in this
Commonwealth. We stopped in Delaware County, at the
request of the delegation, and met witb Boeing Corporation to
find out what their umblems were. Their oroblem was with the
manufacturer's exedotion. Now. that is ukencv. Thev emolov
about 6,000 people. w e should be discussi& thHt ttoday. the
request of Tom Corrigan and Tony Melio, we went to Bucks
County to talk about the taxes on mobile homes, and that is an
emergency. We also went up to Lehib County to talk to the
publishers up there. Do yoi know there are f 0 publishers in
Pennsylvania that are complaining about the sales tax on their
publications, their periodicals? That is urgent. We should be
working on that today.
We hear about all these candidates running for Governor;
members of the House and the Senate talking about tax reform.
We hear them talking about reducing taxes the corporate net
income tax, the capital stock and franchise tax, and also the
loss forward canyover. Thal is urgent, and we should be
dealing with that now. We are talking about lowering the taxes
for industry and businesses, but this HB 659 talks about raising
taxes for Allegheny County.
I want to congratulate everybody who worked on this,
because no matter what side of this issue you are on, the men
and women did a tenific job in promoting the language in this
bill. But I have a problem; I have a very serious problem, and
1 wish you would allow me to do my job as a Representative
in my legislative district.

-

- HOUSE

DECEMBER 14

Monday morning I got 52 phone calls in my district office;
most of them against it, naturally, and a few of them were for
it. When I returned those calls-I returned 28 of them-the first
lady that I talked to was an old friend of my mom and dad's.
She read in the paper that the personal property tax was going
to be eliminated. Well, she assumed personal propelty to be
real estate propelty. She said, "I'm sick and tired of paying
school taxes and borough taxes and county taxes. FreQ you
vote for that bill." When I explained to her that it did not mean
her real estate taxes, she was really concerned, and then she
told me not to vote for the bill. The next lady I called was
concerned about freezing taxes at the current level. The bill
does not do that. It free%$ the assessment.
My local elected officials do not even know that they have
to pass a resolution in order to qualify for this money. They
might have second thoughts about voting to raise taxes in their
borough or township in Allegheny County. They also think that
this bill is going to give them a windfall; that they can use all
the money to pave their streets, their capital projects, buy
police cars, or whatever. It does not do that.
What I am trying to tell you today is, the constituents in
my district do not know what this bill does or does not do, and
what I am asking you today is to give me time, give me time
to do the job that I got elected to do, to go back home and
meet with my senior citizens, my business community, and tell
them what this bill does or does not do.

MOTION TO TABLE

I

Mr. TRELLO. Mr. Speaker, I would like to make a motion
to table this bill until we come back in J a n u q so that I can
have an opportunity to do what I got elected to do, and that is
represent
constituents on this very important issue.
I so move that that motion be made, Mr. Speaker.
The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman.
The gentleman has made a motion to table FIB 659. This
motion is not debatable except by the floor leaders.
On the question,
Will the House agree to the motion?
The SPEAKER. The gentleman, Mr. Itkin, is at the
podium. The gentleman wishes to debate the motion to table
and is in order.
Mr. K U N . Mr. Speaker, I rise to urge the members of the
House not to succumb to the tabling motion. A lot of effort has
gone into this bill. The Senate is now waiting to receive it. It
would be a miscaniage of justice to allow this bill to stay
around, and I urge my members on both sides of the aisle to
resist the tabling motion and vote against the motion to table.
The SPEAKER The gentleman from Delaware, Mr. Ryan,
is recognized on the motion to table.
Mr. RYAN. Mr. Speaker, I feel that it is time to face this
issue. Speaking really for myself, not for my caucus, I am
inclined to vote against the motion and suggest that we get on t
witb the bill and get on with the day's agenda.
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On the question recurring,
Will the House aeree to the motion?

-

The following roll call was recorded:
YEAS-65
A"".dmog
Barley
Bimlin
BOY=
Camne
Clark
Clymer
Cohen, L. I.
Comell
DeLuca
Deol

Egolf
Fairchild
Fargo
Farmer
Fichter
Pleagle

Cannon
GRst
Gerlach
G ~ P P ~
Haluska
Hanna

Henoessey
Herman
Hershey
fiutchinson
Kenney
Krebs
Kukovich
Laub
Lawless
Lee

Leh
Msitland
Maslaod
Mew
Nailor
Nickol
Nyce
Peml
Atts
Raymond
Rohw
Rmney
Rubley
Sather
Saylor
Scheetz

SFhuler
Semmel
Smith, B.
Smith, S. H.
Snyder, D. W.
Stain
Stem
Stish
striamaner
Taylor, E. Z.
Trello
True
Vance
Waugh
Wright, M. N.
zug

NAYS-133
Acosta

Adolph
Alleo
Argall
Baker
Banisto
Bebko-Jones
Belardi
Belfanti
Bishnp
Blaum
Bmwo
Bunt
Butkovitz
Buaon
Caltagirone
Cappahanca
Cam

Cawley
Ceswir
Chadwick
Civera
Cohen. M.
Colsfella
Colak'l
Conti
ColTigan
Cowell
COY
cuny
Daley
DewD e d y
Donatusci

Dm=
Durham
Evans
Fa~t

Fee
Flick
Freeman
Gamble
George
Gidiotti
Gladak
Gadshall
Gordner
Gmitn
Harley
Hasay
Hess
llughes
ltkin
Jadlowix
James
Josophs
Kaiser
Kasunic
Keller
King
Kirkland
LaOmtta
Laughlin
Lederer
lassovilrr
Lwdansky
Lloyd
I~cyk

Lynch
Maoderino
Markosek
Marslco
Mayemik
McCall
Mffieehan
McNally
Melio
Michlovic
Micome
Mihalich
Miller
Mundy
MW~Y
O'Brien
O'Donnell
Oliver
Pee
Petmno
Penit
Phillips
Rccda
Pistella
Platts
Prdon

Reber
RRnard
Richardson
Rilter
Roberts
Robinson
Roebuck
Rudy

Ryan
Santoni
s s u m
Scrimenti
Semfini
Staback
Steelman
StRghner
StRl
Stetler
Sturla
Sums

Tanmti
Taylor, J.
Thomas
Tigue
Tomlioson
Trich
Tulli
Uliana
Van Home
Venn
Vitali
Washington
William
Wogao
Woauak
Wright, D. R
Yandnsevits
Ywcic
DeWeese,
Speaker

N O T VOTMG-I
Jarolin

Bush

Rieger

The question was determined in the negative, and the
motion was not agreed to.
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On the question recurring,
Will the House concur in Senate amendments as amended
by the Rules Committee?
The SPEAKER The gentleman, Mr. Clymer, is recognized
on the concurrence debate.
Mr. CLYMER Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Mr. Speaker, I just put out a question, and that simply is
this: If indeed this economic package should pass that we are
voting on-and I pose this question to any of the promoten: of
this bill-then really, there is no need for riverboat gambling in
Allegheny County. That is my question.
The SPEAKER. The gentleman, Mr. Herman, is recognized
on the concurrence debate.
Mr. HERMAN. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Regrettably, I am going to be voting against this legislation.
I urge my colleagues to do so as well.
I have heard lawmaker afler lawmaker from the great city
and county in southwestern Pennsylvania lament on the very
serious problems that they face: an eroding tax base as people
leave the city to go live in the suburbs; senior citizens who
wony for their lifelong house that they might lose through
increased propelty taxes; and the need to eliminate nuisance
taxes, like the personal property tax. I understand those
situations, and I am very sympathetic.
I would like to address the matters and the concems of the
city of Pittsburgh and Allegheny County. However, those same
concerns I face in the boroughs that I represent in the 77th
Legislative District. The problems that have been articulated
already are not isolated incidences, and surely, the city of
Pittsburgh and Allegheny County are not an island in the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania in all of these concerns that
they have said. For sure, they want to have their problems
addressed through some local tax reform legislation, which
they have promoted on this House floor today as before us at
this time, but I can honestly say and I feel sure that the
problems that they have said that they have are the same and
probably consistent and commensurate with others of other
cities in the State, whether it be Erie or Scranton or Allentown,
DuBois, Altoona, Johnstown, or the boroughs that I represent
in central Pennsylvania or other boroughs throughout this State,
towns and townships, school districts and counties.
The reason I am voting against this legislation, Mr.
Speaker, is that for sure-and I appreciate that the majority
leader has given us some kind of a commitment to address our
needs through some local tax reform legislation, which we
have been advocating and promoting in this House of
Representativcs-that if this bill passes today, we do not have
any guarantee that we are going to be able to muster the
amount of votes that are needed in this House of
Representatives or in the State Senate to get that legislation
passed at a future date. For sure, Mr. Speaker, local tax reform
for the city of Pittsburgh and for Allegheny County and for all
other cities and bomuehs and eovemmentd entities t h m u h t
the Commonwealth of ~ennsy]vaniashould be done G g h a
comprehensive local tax refom package to be voted, hopefully,
in the near future.
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So I am going to urgc everyone to vote against this
legislation for something possibly better in the near Future.
'Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
The SPIAKER. The gentleman, Mr. Strittmattcr, is
recognired.
Mr. STRITI'MA'I*I'I':R. 'Thank you, Mr. Spcakcr.
I ask the members to vote against this tax incrcasc.
You cannot tax your way to prosperity. We havc hcard it
many times, but it is vcry true. Other cities are losing
conventions and tourist dollars becausc of raising taxes. They
have seen the ermr of their ways and the folly of that failed
policy. Higher taxes, especially thcsc ~gressivesales taxes,
affect the entire Stale. High taxes have made our
Commonwcallh an exporter of jobs, businesses, and our
educated children.
If everyone wants this in Allcghcny County, as the
sponsors of this tax increase lead us to klievc, the present
local governments voluntarily could provide the needed tax
dollars. l h i s bill is not needed. If it was truly supported by thc
taxpayers, Allegheny County would not try this incrcasc
mechanism.
Othcr cities, as I have said, have leamcd the error of
raising taxes. Instead of raising taxes, we in the Ilousc today
should be looking al eliminating wasteful government
practiccs, promoting economic growlh and jobs by lowering
taxes, not raising them.
Instcad, the supporters of this tax increase try to confuse
the citizens by talking about property tax reform. This is
exactly why propcrty tax reform has failed before. TXe
supporters ofthe sales tax hill talk reform hut raise taxcs even
higher. 'They fake right and run left. Morc lax and spend while
espousing reform.
I ask for a nonconcumencc. Thank you.
The SI'EAKliK. 'lhc gentleman, Mr. Hughes, is recognizxi.
Mr. IllJGllliS. l'hank you, Mr. Speaker.
Just to be brief on thc mattcr.
As we move foward to assist Allcghcny County in this
particular matter and the city of I'ittshurgh and we provide
them with local opportunity to control locally their economic
environment and their economic situation, I would remind
folks that if it is okay to assist a community, a local
municipality, locally with its economics, thcn it should be okay
to assist individuals locally when it comes to the issue of
dcaling with crime and vidcnce within their community, and
that issue needs to be placed on the record, Mr. Speaker, as we
get to the further debate on othcr matters. 'lhank you vcry
much.
'The SI'EAKliK. I b c Chair thanks the gentleman and
n.cogni/~sthe gentleman from Allegheny ('ounty, Mr. Preston.
Mr. I'KI:S'Il)N. 'lbank you, Mr. Spcakcr.
I think until ahout an hour ago I really had not made up
my mind which way I am going lo vote, hut I am going to
votc for this mcasurc. While there are somc things in here that
I havc somc concerns ahout, during the last 6 ycars 1 havc
watched this ilousc and hotli chdmhcrs lilcrdlly try to a)mc up
and handle lax reli)rnm. whcrc wc lhilcd and we havc not donc
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it, and I would like to think that part of our responsibility as
legislators is to try to give communities a chancc to run their
own destiny.
I sat and 1 thought about this very deeply, because I looked t
at Allegheny County, and othcr than I'hiladelpha County, we
arc the only county in t h s State that does its reassessment
properly. Nobody else docs. We are the only people who
adequately try to continuously collect our rcspectivc taxes.
whch a lot of othcr counties do not do. Hut yes, we do havc
aprohlem, and I will disagree with some of the comments that
I have heard, because as far as the rcgion is concerned, from
southwestern I'ennsylvania, with the metropolitan statistical
area, thosc regional assets that an. conccmcd are vcry W
important. 'They are even vcry important lo you, because when
you come that way with your families or whatever, you think
about some of the hfferent aviaries, the conservatory, the
Carnegic Science Center, the fantastic library system thdt we
have been [ortunate enough to build, along with the zcw. I say
I would like to think that we havc the best zoo within the
State. Unfortunately, just as well as the stadums are
concerned, the revenue just is not therc.
All we are ashng for you to do is give us a chance to be
able to have our own destiny, to be able to respect the
territories that we represent, just as well whcn many times a
lot of you have stood up with interests, as I hcard a person
yesterday and earlier today speak about mobile homes. Well,
I do not have any mobile homes in my legislalive district. I do
not havc any farms in my dstrict, hut yet continuously we
have always listened to your issues, we have always rcspectcd
you for it, and most times 1 personally have always voted for
an awful lot of those rural issues. When we had cows that
were dying and when the chickens wen. going and you needed
$20 million or $50 million for that and you had a prohlem, we
voted for it.
All we are simply now saying is that we have a problem
and we want to he able to handle it for ourselves. We are not
asking the State to pay for it, and we are asking for you to
give us that chance to run our own self-destiny.
I ask you to vote for this hill.
'The SPICAKEK. 'The gentleman, Mr. (;amble, is
recognixd.
Mr. A M . Mr. Speaker, I rise to support the
concurrence of 1113 659.
The crux of this whole piccc of legislation is regional
assets. 'The largest regional asset, in my view, in the entire
Stale is in my distrid, and that is the new airport, Midfield
Terminal. My entire region has gmwn - population has grown;
business has grown; the tax h a c has grown. On the other
hand, it is like the "'fale of 'l'wo Cities," the city of I'ittsburgh,
where all of thc old xgional assets, like the ~ u a
and the aviary
and 'l'hrce Rivers Stahum and others, their tax base has
hminished. If I wantcd to he sellish today and if I wanted to
be parochial. I could say, well, we arc Fat and sassy out there
in thc 44th 1)istnct around thc airport; let I'ittsburgh and all of t
the communities ltnd for thcmsclvcs. I3ut we are a rcgion, and
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this hill is very important to our rcgion to hring business, to
keep husiness, and lo remain a viable community.
When I talk ahout comniunitics, I have nine ofthem in my
district, and I lmk at 8658,000 that is going lo come back to
my district which is going to reduce the taxes in my district by
two-thirds of ~har,which is 543O-a1mc thousand.
I can vote for this and I can votc for this with a clear
conscience. 'lbosc of you who do not live in Allegheny
('ounty, give us the same kind consideration that you did our
good friends fmm I'hilaiclphia a few years ago. Let us vote
"yes" to concur on 1113 6 5 9 'I'hank you.
'The SI'15AKI:K. 'lhe gentleman, Mr. Pistella, is rccog~zed
on concurrence.
Mr. 1'IS'I'I:I.I.A. 'I'hank you, Mr. Spcaker.
Ovcr 200 ycars ago in wcstem I'cnnsylvania a pmblem
erupted that histoty records as thc Whiskey Kehcllion. 'lhat
was an incident that occurred during the administration of
George Washington when the tederal Ciovemmcnt proposed
taxing the stills that wcre used to manuPacture liquor in
southwestern I'cnnsylvania. l'wo hundrcd-plus years later,
many people in southwestern I'ennsylvania still live hy that
code, hut the truth is that tunes havc changcd; history has
changcd. With this single piccc of legislation bcforc us, we
stand at the cdgc of a new era in the dcvclopment of
southwcslcm I'cnnsylvan~a.
When I was liltlc growing up, I rcmcmhcr the Sun I had
going lo 1:orhcs Field to see the I'ittshurgh I'irdles play
basehall, and I rclnc~nhcrthe excitement that I had when my
parents t(n)k me shopping in downlown I'ittshurgh during the
('hrisltnas season. hut thc truth is, over the course of the years,
lhat city has changed. Many pcoplc have IcR
they have
moved to the suhurhs of I'itlshurgli, they have moved to
Westniorcland ('ounty. and many of thcm have nlovcd out of
the State.
I think that this plcce ol. lcg~slat~onis important hccausc
some of the assets that we havc - thc things that I enjoyed as
a child. Ihc things lhai my children will cnioy, and I hhopc the
things that your kids will enjoy - slill remain in I'ittshurgh,
hut they need nurturing and they need help, places like thc
Carnegie Institute of Natural Sc~encc,the Sclcncc Center. the
aviary, l'hipps ('onscrvalory, and yes, the I'ittshurgh Pirates
and the Stcelcrs, hecausc in a way I licl rcsponsihlc, as I am
sure many of my collcagiics from Allegheny County do, about
the fortuncs of lhal region.
When I lhink ahout this time, this moment in history, I
th~nkahout Winston ('hurchill, who, when hc was faccd with
thc freedom and ~ndcpcn(icnccmovement of Inha, stood in the
I louse of I'arllamcnt and s a ~ dhc h d not want to preside as the
I'rime M ~ n ~ s t cover
r the dis~nantlingof the l3rit1sh 1:mpire. In
a way, with t h ~ s lcgislat~on, if it docs nit pass, we will
d~smantle ihc city of l'irlshurgh. Wc will lo)sc the I'itlshurgli
I'iratcs as a hall tcain and sonicday they arc going to decide lo
close the d w r s of thc niuscum or the avlary or the
conscwatory or the LIr), and we WIII all sit hack and say urhat
a sad thmg it was, how t h ~ sshould not happcn, that no one
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was to blame. Hut we have an opportunity now to see to it that
that docs not happen.
I ask for your vote in support of concurrence so that we do
not dismantle thc city of I'ittshurgh in southwestern
Pennsylvania. 'lhank you.
The SI'EAKER. l h e Chair thanks the gentleman, and
Kcpresentative 1.ynch of Warren County is recognized for the
second time.
Mr. I,YN('II. 'lhank you for your patience, Mr. Speaker.
Earlier I rose to oppose the concurrence of HH 659. 1 had
a couple of concerns with it. The lirst concern, of course, was
with the coroners, and since then I have had assurances from
Kcprcsentalivc I'istella and later on with the majority leader,
Mr. Itlan, thal a trailer bill would follow to assure that the
coroners in my &strict and, quite frankly, for most of rural
Pennsylvania would not come under the stress or duress that
could be read into t h s bill.
The second problem I had was the impetus for future local
tax rcform for anything outside, any municipality or county
outside Allcgheny County. I have had assurances from
Representative Murphy that that impetus would k there and
that he himself, as the mayor of the great city of Pittsburgh,
would bc one to stand in suppan of impetus for local tax
rcform for the rest of the Statc.
Although I klicve that this really is a tax increase for the
pcople of Allegheny County, l tty to hc as supportive of local
control as I can. it appears thac the majority of the
Representatives in Allcghcny County want ths. If that is what
the majority ofthc Kcprcscntativcs in Allegheny County want,
then I think that they should be entitled to have it.
I wan1 lo change my stance on ths, and I urge my
collcagucs in rural I'emylvania to vote in favor of
concurrence in this bill and let the people in Allegheny County
have what they arc looking for. 'lhank you, Mr. Speaker.
'lhe SI'IAKIK. 'lhe ('hair t h a k s the gentleman.
On the question recurring,
Will the flouse concur in Senate amendments as amended
by the Rules Committee?
?be Sl'liAKIiK. Agreeable to the provisions of the
(:onslilulion, the ycas and nays will now be taken.

Acoaa
Adolph
Allen
Argall
Hatt~slo
Hcl,ko-Jones
I3rlaccll
Brllnti
Hishop
I3laum
I(unt
Hutko\,~l~
I3oxton
l'alragronr
(:;8ppahn,~cs
Cam

1)urham

t~~dassky

1;"il"s

l,loyd

[:a,[
t:ee

IFcchtcr
I'lssk
1:rccanan
liamlde
1;u,rgc

(itglicnli
<;ladeck
(icdshall
(iordncr
Cinlitm
Haluska
Harley

I.ucyk
I.ynch
Manderino

Koehuck
Kudy

Ryan
Santoni
Saumn

Marsic"

Scrimenti

McCall
MsCicchan
McSally
Michlovis

Staback
Stcclman
Steighner

Micome

Slish
Slurla
Surra

Mihaltch
Mundy
Murphy
Nickol
O'llcien

Steilcr

'l'angretti
Taylor, J.
Thomas
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Chamvidi
Civera
Cohen, M.
Colafella
ColCorndl
Corrigao
Cowell
Cw

ltba
Jam
lamlio
Josephs
Keller
Kenne~
Kirkland
Kulrovich
LaGmtta
Laub
Lauain
Lederer
Lee
Lescovitz

Ohver
Pee
Pdmae
Phtllip
Piccola
Pirtella
PI*
P-n
Raymond

R&
Kchardson
fitter
Roberts
Robinson

Tomiteson
Trish
Tulli
Van Home
Vo~n
Washioglon
waugb
William
Wwo
right, D. R
Wright, M. N.
Dew-.
Speaker

NAYS-76
A""Shng
Baker
Barley
Bimelin

%=

B m
Carone
Cawley
Clark
Clymer
C o h q L. I.
Coati
DeLuca
Dent
D
~
Egolf
Fairsluld
Fargo
Fsnm

Y

Fleagle
Gamon
GRst
Gdsch
GNW
Hanna
Hasay
Hennessey
Herman
Hershey
Hess
Hutchinson
Jadlowiec
Kaiser
Kawnic
King
Krebs
Lawless
Lah

Maitland
Markosek
Masland
Mayemik
Merry
Miller
Nailor
NY=
Penel
Peltit
Pies
Reinard
Rohrer
Rmney
Rubley
Satber
Ssylor
Sch&
Schuler

Senfini
Smith, B.
Smith, S. H.
Snyder, D. W.
Stairs
StRl
Stem
strinmatter
Tayloylor, E. Z.
Trello
T m
Uliaoa
Vance
Vilali
Warmiak
Yindrisevlts
Yewcic
zug

NOT VOTING-I
Melio

Bush

The majority required by the Constitution having voted in
the affirmative, the question was determined in the affirmative
and the amendments as amended by the Rules Committee were
concurred in.
Ordered That the clerk return the same to the Senate for
concurrence.

VOTE CORRECTION
The SPEAKER. For what purpose does the gentleman, Mr.
Melio, rise?
Mr. MELIO. I pushed my green button and it did not work,
Mr. Speaker. I want to be in the affirmative, please.
The SPEAKER The Chair thanks the gentleman. His
remarks will be spread across the record.

Mr. ITKIN. Mr. Speaker, I move that rule 21 of our
chamber be temporarily suspended in order that IIB 1474 may
be considered.
On the question,
Will the House agree to the motion?
The followine roll call was recorded:
YEAS-169
Acosta

Durham

Ahlph
Allen
Argall
Armsfrong
Baker
8.ttisto
Bebko-Jones
Belardi
Belfanti
Bimlin
Bishop
Blaum
BoyBmwn

Evans

Bunt
Butkovitz
Bunon
Caltaemne
Cappabianca
Cam
Cawley
Cessar
Chadulck
Civera
Clark
C l m
Cohen, L. I.
Cohen, M.
Colafella
Colakm
Conti
Cornell
comgao
Cowell
COY
curry
Daley
DeLuca
Dem~sqr
Dermdy
Donatucci
Druce

Fairchild
Fajt
Fargo
Famr
Fee
Fichter
Fleagle
Flick
Gamble
Gannoa
Gei*
George
Gerlach
Gidickti
Gladeck
Gordner
GNitla
G~ppo
Haluska
Harley
Hasay
Herman
Hess
tiughes
Itkia
Jadlouies
JJarolin
Josephs
Kaispr
Kasuoic
Keller
Kenney
King
Kirkland
Kukovish
LaGrotta
Laub
h&io
lawless
Lederer

Leh
Les~vitz
Lloyd
Lucyk
Manderioo
Markosek
Marslco
McCall
McOeehan
Melio
Mew
Mic-e
Mihalich
Miller
Mmdy
Murphy
Nickol

NYO'Brien
O'Doonell
Oliver
Penel
Pesn
Petrone
Pmit
Pistella
Pins
Prostoo
Raymond
Reber
RRnard
Richardsao
Riner
Roberts
Rchnson
Raebuck
Rohrer
Raoney
Rubley
Rudy
Ryao
Ssntoni
Sather

Saurman
Schuler
SISerafini
Smith, B.
Smith. S. H.
Stabnsk
Stairs
Steighner
Stem
Stetlet
Stish
Strinmatter
Slurla
Surra
Tanplti
Taylor, E. Z.
Tbomss
Tigue
Tomlinson
Tmllo
Trich
True
Tulli
Uliana
Vance
Van Home
Vean
Vitali
Washington
Waugh
Williams
Wogan
Warmiak
Wright, D. R
Wright, M. N.
Yandnsevlts
Yewcic
zug

NAYS-I9
Camne
Deol
Egolf
Hsnna
Hutchinson

Krebs
Lee
Lynch
Maitland
Maslaod

Mayemik
Nailor
Picsola
Plans
Saylor

Scheetz
Snyder, D. W.
Steelman
Steil

3T VOTING-I I

RULES SUSPENDED
The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Allegheny County, the majority leader.

Barley
Freeman
Godshsll

Hemessey
Hershey
Levdanslry

McNslly
Michlovic
Phillips

Scrimenti
Taylor, J.
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Bush

Olasz

Pdmrca
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Cowell
Rieger

K m e ~
King
Kirkland
- - ~ ~
Krebs
Kukovich
LaGmtta
Laub
Laugblin
Lawless

Cum

A maioritv
of the members elected to the House havine
,
voted in the affrrmat~ve, the question was determined in the
affirmative and the motion was agreed to.
<
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CALENDAR CONTINUED
BILLS ON THIRD CONSIDERATION
The Ilouse proceedcd to third consideration of HB 1474,
PN 2954, entitled:

..
D-dy
Donatucci
Druce
Durham
Egolf
Evans
Fairchild
Fajt

Lderer

lee
1 ~ h

corn@n

Hess
Hughes

Llwd
~u&k
Lynch
Maitland
Manderino
Markosek
Mamica
Masland
Mayemik
MsCall
McGeohan
MsNally
Melio
Mew
Michlovic
Mic0rn.e
Mxhalich
Miller
Mundy
Murphy
Nailor
Nickol
Nyce
O'Bneo
O'Donnell
Oliver
Peml

Bush

Hulehinwn
lthn
Jadlowiu
James
Jarolin
losephhs
Kaiser
Kasunis
Keller

Pdrone
Pettit
Phillips
Rccda
Pistella
Pilts
Platt~
Preston

Haluska

Hanna

Ilarley
Hasay
itenneswy
Herman
Hcrshey

Pesn

Wauph

wil<m
Wogaa

w&&
wright, D.R

Wnghl, M. N.

Yaadriswils
Yewcis
zug

R Y ~
Saotonl

Dew-,
speak=

Olas

P&ma

Riego

The majority required by the Constitution having voted in
the affirmative, the question was determined in the affirmative
and the bill passed finally.
Ordered, That the clerk present the same to the Senate for
concurrence.

STATEMENT BY M R PETRONE

Sather

The SPEAKER. For what purpose does the gentleman, Mr.
Petmne. rise?
Mr. PETRONE. For remarks on the legislation, Mr.
Speaker.
'The SPEAKER. The gentleman is recognized under
unanimous consent.
Mr. PETRONE. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
I would like to stress that this legislation is the result of a
bipariisan, cooperative effort. Among those involved in the
initial drafiing sessions were the Fraternal Association of
Professional Paramedics, the Pennsylvania Paramedic
Association, the Pennsylvania Chapter of the American College
of Emereencv Phvsicians. the Pennsvlvania Medical Societv..
the Hospital Association of Pennsylvania, the Pennsylvania
Emergency Health Sewices Council, the Governor's Office,
and the Department of Health.
Finally, I would he remiss if I did not acknowledge the
assistance of Chairman Dave Richardson and the staff of the
Health and Welfare Committee; Representative Mike Waugh,
who was instmmental in garnering bipartisan support among
the members of the Health and Welfare Committee; Jonathan
Bigley of the Governor's Office, who worked diligently with
my staff to address the concerns of the Department of Health;
and Chairman Dwiht Evans and the staff of the
Appropriations Committee; and the majority leader's office for
expediting the movement of this bill.
Many hours of devoted dedicated time and hard work was
put in, and I would like to thank all those individual
~

S a w n
Saylor

Scheetz
Schuler
Scrimenti
Semmel
Serafini
Smith, B.
Smith, S. H.
Snyder, D. W
Staback
Stairs
Steelman
Sleiehoer

~
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ski
Stem
SleUer
Stish
stnttmatter
Studa
Surra
Tanmi
'Taylor. E. Z.
Taylor, J.
nomas
Tigue
Todinson
Trello
Trich
True
7'dli
Liliaoa
Vance
Van Home
Veon

Rabuck
Rohrer
R m V
Rubley

Washington

EXCUSED4

The SPEAKER. This bill has k e n considered on three
different days and agreed to and is now on final passage.
The question is, shall the bill pass finally?
Agreeable to the provisions of the Constitution, the yeas
and nays will now be taken.

Farno
.
Farmer
Fee
Fichler
Fleagle
Flick
Freeman
tiamble
Cannon
Ceist
George
Gerlach
Gigiiotli
Gladeck
Codshall
Cordner
tiruitza
Gmpyx,

RObjmn

Vitali

NOT VOTING4

On the question.
Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration?
Bill was agreed to.

AcosLl
Adolph
Allco
Argall
Armstroog
Baker
Barley
Ballisto
Bebko.Jones
Belardi
Belfanti
Bimelio
Bishop
BlaBoves
Brown
Bunt
Butko\llz
Buaon
Callagimne
Cappatianca
Cam
Carone
Cawley
Cesssr
Chadwick
Civera
Clark
Clvmer
Coben, L. I.
Cohen, M.
Colafdla
Colsiao
Conti
Camell

Raymond
Reba
Reinard
Richardson
Rim
Robeas

MY

h v i b
LPvdaosIq

A n A c t a m e n d i n g t h e a c t of July 3, 1985 (P.L.164, No.45),
k n o w n a s the Emergency M e d i c a l S e r v i c e s Act, further providing
for certification o f e m e r g e n c y medical technicians a n d EMTa d d i n g definitions; a n d abrogating regulations.
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participants for their tireless efforts. It took 3 years for us, but
it happened. Thank you.

VOTE CORRECTION
'The SPEAKER. 'fie gentleman from Montgomery County,
Mr. Godshall, is rccognizd.
Mr. C;OT)SHAI,L. Ibank you. Mr. Speaker.
' f i e SPEAKER. On unanimous consent?
Mr. (?OI)SHAl.L. On a correction of the record.
The SPEAKER. 'lhe gentleman may proceed.
Mr. GOI)SHAI,I.. On the motion to suspend the rules prior
to voting on llf3 1474. I apparently pushed my switch just
prior to your activation of the board and again, that vote will
not record under those circumstances. So I would like to k
recorded in the affirmative. Ihank you.
' I l e Sl'IAKER. l'he Chair thanks the gentleman, and his
remarks will k spread across the record.

STATEMENT BY MR. WAUGH
The SI'I~AKI<K.'lhc (:hair rccognizcs the gentleman, Mr.
Waugh, from York County.
Mr. WAUCill. h a n k you, Mr. Speaker.
On unanimous consent, sir.
' l l e SPEAKER. 'The gentleman is rccognircd.
Mr. WAUCitJ. With respect to the prcvious hill, HH 1474.
I would like to just makc some comments for the record, Mr.
Speaker.
Representative I'ctronc, I think, and also thc llcalth and
Welfare Committee need to k congralulatcd for what I would
term as a "milestone." 'Ihis continuing ed bill is somcthlng thal
the folks in the gallery and also ahout 23,000 or so in our
communilies have wanted for many, many years, and it was
really a combined effofon and again, as Reprcscnt;ltivc I'ctronc
mentioned, a hipanisan cffon that hroughl this to fruition.
our
So I would like to thank everyone on k h a l r
emergency scwiccs personnel. Ihank you, Mr. Speaker.
The SPEAKER. The (:hair thanks the gentleman from York
County.

BILL ON CONCURRENCE
IN SENATE AMENDMENTS
'lhe llouse proceeded to consideration of concurrence in
Senate amcndmenls to IIH 185, PN 2217, entitled:
An Act anlending I I I I c I X ((‘rimes and Offeils~s)irf the
I'ennsylvanla ('c~osol~datedStatutes, further provid~ng Il,r
prohihilad offens~vuwcapuns and l o r Iimital~onon muntclpal
regulattun o f firearms and a m ~ n u n ~ l ~and
n ~ ~provldlny
;
llrr
summary oflensus 111 ccrnliectlcrn \villi ;miusumcnt rldes.

On the qucstion rccumng,
Will the ilousc concur in Senale amendments as amended'
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RULES SUSPENDED
The SPEAKER. 'fie Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Allegheny County, Mr. Itkin.
t.
Mr. I'KIN. Mr. Speaker, I move that the rules of the
House be temporarily suspended for the considcrdtion of
amendments to tlH 185.
On the question,
Will thr House agn'e to the motion'?
'Ibe following roll call was recorded:
Y IAS- 180
Acosta
Adolph

fhns
Fairch~ld
liajt

lsscovio

Fargo

Isvdansky
Lloyd
iucyk

Farmer
Fee

Maitland
Mandcrino

Battisto

Fichtcr

Markosek

Bebko-Jones
Belard

Fleagle
Flick
Freman

Mamco
Marland

Allen
Argall

Baker
Barley

Relfant~
Rimelin
Bishop
Blaurn

Gamble

Ikyes
Uruwn

Ciannun
GGst
Ci~~~rgc
Cicrlach

Bunt

(;tgliotlt

llulkovitz
Huxton
Caltag4mne
Cuppabanca
Cam
1:awlcy

(iladwk

Ccssar

lbdshall
(;ordncr

Gmiu

G~PPO
Harley
l lasay

(:hadwick
Civera
Clark
l'lymer
('ohen. I.. I.
('ohen, M.
l'olal'ella
Colatao

Hennesscy
Hrmn
llershq
Hess
Hughes

('onlt

Cumell
('omigan
1:iwell
Coy

Jamltn
Jou~hr
Katsr
Kasun~c
Kcllrr

Curry

Ksnnry

I)alcy

K~ng
Knrkland
Kukov~h

I)cl.uca
I)cmpscy
I)cnl

I>eni~c*ly
1)onatocci
1hce
Ihrharn
I:&nll'

lthn
JadIow!zc
James

I.a(irottr
I.auh
ILaeghlin
lawless

I culercr

Kudy
Kyan

Santoni
Sathhcr
Saurman
Saylor
Schulcr
Scrimenti

Semmel

McCall
McCechan
McNally
Melm

Scrafini
Smith. H.
Smilh, S. H.
Staback
Stain

.Merry

Stnghncr

Michlmvic
Micoric
Mthalich
Miller
Mundy
Murphy
Nailor
Nnckol
Syce
O'llricn
0'I)onnoll
Oliver
Per,sl
Pcsci
Petronc

Stem
Stetler
Sttsh
Sl~llmatlcr

Sturla
SU"~
'Tangre111
'Taylor. 1.

Thomar
ligsc
'1'mn)tnsta
Ihch

I'NC
lull,

lll,ana

Pet111
Ph~ll~pr
I?stclla

Van Ilon>c
Vmn
Vltali

Plus
I'reslon
Kaynond
Kekr
Kanard
lbchrnla>s

WashinGon
Waugh
Wbll~ains
Wogan
Wa,ntrk

Killer

Kolxns
Kolnnron
Kwhuck
Kohlrr
Kcwney
K~lhlcy

I.eh
NAYS-I6

Annstnmg
t:un~nr
llanna
I lutchmsrm

Krehs
I ,cr

I'rccola
Platts

I wch

Scheuv

Ivlayerntk

Snyder. I).

W.
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NOT VU~INING-3
Haluska

Taylor, E. Z.

Trello

EXCUSED-4
Bush

Olasz

Pdrarca

Rieger

A majority of the members elected t o the House having
voted in the affirmalive, the question was determined in the
affirmative and the motion was agreed to.
O n the question recurring,
Will the House concur in Senate amendments as amended?
Mr. MICHLOVIC offered the following amendments No.
A4958:
Amend Sec. 1 (Sec. 61 1I), page 2, lines 8 through 59; page
3, lines I through 24 (A4786). by striking out "Within 20 business
days after the", page 2. line 8 and all of lines 9 through 59, page
2 and all of lines 1 through 24, page 3
Amend Bill, page 3, by inserting between lines 31 and 32
(A4786)
Section 3. Chapter 61 of Title I 8 is amended by adding a
subchapter to read:
CHAPTER 61
FIREARMS AND OTHER DANGEROUS ARTICLES

.

*

SUBCHAPTER D
ASSAULT WEAPONS
Sec.
6181. Definitions.
6182. Determination by court.
6183. Registration.
6184. Relinquishment of weapons
6185. 1.icended gun dealers. '
6186. Penalties.
6187. Application of subchapter.
8 6181. Definitions.
The follow in^ words and phrases when used in this
subchapter shall ha& the meaning; given to them in this section
unless the context clearly indicates otherwise:
"Assault weapon."
( I ) The following weapons known by the trade
names specified:
RIFLES
Algimec AGM I type
Armalite AR-180 carbine
Australian SAR
Avtomat Kalashnikov (AK) series
Heretta AR-70 (SC-70)
Beretta BM59
Hushmaster Assault Rifle (armeunl
~
Callco M-900 type
CETME G3
Chartered lndustrles SR-88 type
Colt AR-15 serles #
CAR-15 series
Daewoo AR-I00 type
Daewoo K-l
Daewoo K-2
Daewoo Max 1
Daewoo Max 2
Demro TAC-I carbine type
1;ncom MP-9 carbine type
Encom MP-45 carbine type
Fabriquo Nationale FNlFAL
Fabriquc Nationale FNILAR
Fabrique Nationale F'NC
FAMAS MAS223
G3SA type

-
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Galil type
Heckler & Koch HK-91
Heckler & Koch HK-93
Heckler & Koch HK-94
Heckler & Koch MP-5
Heckler & Koch PSG-1
Mandall the TAC-I Carbine
MI45
M-16 type
M-900 Assault Carbine
MAC 11-99 Carbine Type
Plainfield Machine Company Carbine
R u ~ e rK-Mini-1415F
~ u i e ~r - ~ ; i - l 4 / 5 R F
SKS with detachable magazine
SIG AMT
SIG 500 series
SIG PE-57
Springfield Armory BM59
Springfield Armory SAR-48
Sterling MK-6
Sterling SAR
Steyr AUG
Valmet M62 semiautomatic
Valmet M71S semiautomatic
Vahnet M76 semiautomatic
Valmet M78 semiautomatic
Uzi carbine type
Weaver Arms Nighthawk
Mac 10
Mac 11
lntratec TEC-9
Intratec TEC-22
Mitchell Arms Spectre Auto
Sterling MK-7
Calico M-900
SHOTGUNS
Encom CM-55
Franchi SPAS 12
Franchi LAW 12
Gilbert Equipment Company Striker 12
Gilbert Equipment Company Street Sweeper
Steyr-AUG semiautomatic type
USAS 12 semiautomatic type
Pistols
UZI Pistol
(2) Any shotgun with a revolving cylinder such as
the "Street Sweeper" or "Striker 12."
(3) A semiautomatic weapon with a magazine
capacity exceeding ten rounds.
(4) Any fuearm declared by the court pursuant to
section 6182 (relating to determination by c o w ) to be an
assault weapon.
"Automatic firearm." A firearm which uses aportion of the
force of a fired cartridge to expel the case of the fued cartridge
and load another cartGdge into the firing chamber; and which
automatically shoots more than one shot by a single function of
the trigger.
"Commissioner." The Commissioner of the Pennsylvania
State Police.
"Licensed gun dealer." A person who has a Federal fuearms
license and any business license required by a State or local
governmental entity.
"Semiautomatic firearm." A firearm which uses aportion of
the force of a fired cartridge to expel the case of the fued
cartridge and load another cartridge into the firing chamber; and
which requires a separate function of the trigger to f i e each
cartridge.
8 6182. Determination by court.
(a) General rule.-Upon request by the commissioner filed
in a verified vetition in the Commonwealth Court. the court shall
issue a dec1a;ation of temporary suspension of the manufacture.
sale, distribution, transportation or importation into this
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Commonwealth, or the giving or lending of a firearm alleged to
be an assault weapon because the firearm is either of the
following:
( I ) Another model by the same manufacturer or a
copy by another manufacturer of a n assault weapon l;sted in
section 6181 (relating to definitions), which is identical to
one of the assault weapons listed in that section except for
slight modifications or enhancements, including, but not
limited to: a folding or retractable stock; adjustable sight;
case deflector for left-handed shooters; shorter barrel;
wooden, plastic or metal stock; larger magazine size;
different caliber provided that the caliber exceeds .22
rimfire; or bayonet mount. The court shall strictly construe
this paragraph so that a firearm which is merely similar in
appearance but not a prototype or copy can not he found to
be within the meaning o f this paragraph.
(2) A firearm first manufactured or sold to the
general public in this Commonwealth 90 days after the
effective date of this subchaoter. which has been redesimed.
renamed or renumbered frdm dne of the firearms lisGd in
section 6181, or which is manufactured or sold by another
company under a licensing agreement to manufacture or sell
one of the firearms listed therein regardless of the company
of production or distribution, or the country of origin.
(b) Declarationof temporary suspension.-Uponthe issuance
of a declaration of temporary suspension by the court and after the
commissioner has completed the notice requirements of subsection
(c)(l), the provisions of subsection (a) shall apply with respect to
those weapons.
(c) Notice.( I ) Upon declaration of temporary suspension, the
commissioner shall immediately notify all police, sheriffs,
district attorneys and those requesting notice under
paragraph (2), shall notify industry and association
publications for those who manufacture, sell or use firearms,
and shall oublish notice in not less than ten newsoaoers
. . of
gen<ral c~rculat~#,n
irn g*ograph~call)d ~ t r r s usuctluns ,111l11s
('ornmc,nwcaltl~
t l ~ cfact thilt the dr.clarat~on has been
issued.
(2) The commissioner shall maintain a list of any
persons who request to receive notice of any declaration of
temporary suspension and shall furnish notice under
paragraph (1) to all these persons immediately upon a court
declaration. Notice shall also be furnished by the
commissioner by certified mail, return receipt requested (or
substantial eauivalent if the oerson to receive same resides
outside the ~ i i t e dStates), td any known manufacturer and
Commonwealth distributor of the weapon subject to the
temporary suspension order or their dtatutorv. anent
- for I
servlcc. 'lhe nt;l~ce.hall he dee~ncdeffccttve up.m ma~lmg
(d) Ilear~ng-Alter ~ s s u ~ nag declarat~on~ ! tenlpurary
i
suspenllon under t h ~ scct~on,
s
the court shall set a date fur hear~ng
on a permanent declaration that the weapon is an assault weapon.
The hearina- shall be set no later than 30 davs from the date of
Issuance o f the declarat~ono f tcmp~varyruspens~on.'I'he hcarlnp
may be cont~nuedfur goud cause thereafter. Any manuia~turcror
C:ommvnwualth J ~ s t r ~ b u t oc)ithe
r
weaptm trhlch IS the auhlect of
the temporary suspension order has t i e right, within 20 days of
notification of the issuance of the order..to intervene in the action.
Any manufacturer or ('~~mn~.~nwe;llth
d ~ s t r ~ b u t uwh.1
r
falls to
t~melydxerc~aeI ~ Jr ~ g h t, t i i n t r r \ c n t ~ ~,,r
m any other p~.rsonwl18,
manufacturers, sells-or owns the assault weapon &ay, in the
court's discretion, thereafter join the action as amicus curiae.
(e) Burden of proof-At the hearing, the burden of proof is
upon the commissioner to show by a preponderance of evidence
that the weapon which is the subject of the declaration of
temporary suspension is an assault weapon. If the court finds the
weapon to be an assault weapon, it shall issue a declaration
thereof. Any party to the matter may appeal the court's decision.
A declaration that the weapon is an assault weapon shall remain
in effect during the pendency of the appeal unless ordered
otherwise by tho appellate court.
8 6183. Registration.

'1

I
1
I
1
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(a) General rule.-Any person who lawfully possesses an
assault weapon, prior to 90 days after the effective date of this
subchapter, shall register the frearm within one year of that
effective date, with the commissioner under those procedures
which the Pennsvlvania State Police mav establish. The
regtstratn,~ shall contutn a d e s c r ~ p t ~ u of
n the llrcarn~ that
~ d e n t t t ~ ci ts unlqudly. ~ncludlngall identlf~catn,omarks. the full
o i l h e ownur, and any
name, address. date oiblrth and thun~bpr~nt
other information as the department may deem appropriate. ~ h k
department may charge a fee for registration of up to $20 per
person but not to exceed the actual processing costs of the
department.
(b) Certain sales, transfers, etc.-No assault weapon
possessed under this section may be sold or transferred on or after
90 days following the effective date of this subchapter, to anyone
within this Commonwealth other than to a licensed gun dealer, as
defined herein. Any person who obtains title to an assault weapon
registered under this section by bequest or intestate succession,
moves into this Commonwealth in lawful nossession of an assault
weapon or l;lu,fully po\sr.isr.~la firearm zubsequcntly .Icclared to
be an assault weapoll unJr.1 t h ~ suhchapler
s
shall, wlth~nYO <la)s,
either render the weapon permanently inoperable, sell the weapon
to a licensed gun dealer or remove the weapon from this
Commonwealth. A person who lawfully possessed a fuearm which
was subsequently declared to be an assault weapon under section
6182 (relating to determination by court) may alternatively
register the firearm within 90 days of that declaration.
(c) Conditions of possession.-A person who has registered
an assault weapon under this section may possess it only under the
following conditions unless a permit allowing additional uses is
first obtained:
(1) At that person's residence, place of business or
other property owned by that person or on property owned
by another with the owner's express permission.
(2) While on the premises of a target range of a
public or private club or organization organized for the
ouroose of oracticine shooting at targets.
( 7 ) W h h sin a t;ar&etrange whlch holdr d regulatury
or h u ~ ~ n c Is~s ~ e n for
s e th* purpc,se
practlclnp bhuollng dt
that target range.
(4) While on the premises of a shooting club.
(5) While attending any exhibition, display or
educational project which is about irearms and which is
sponsored by, conducted under the auspices of or approved
by a law enforcement agency or a nationally or State
recognized entity that fosters proficiency in, or promotes
education about, firearms.
(6) While transporting the assault weapon between
any of the places mentioned in this subsection.
No nerson who is under 18 vears of aee and no oerson who is
proiibited from possessing a h e a r m by-this chapter may register
or possess an assault weapon. ? h e registration procedures shall
provide the option of iaint ieaistration for assaultweapons owned
by family members residing-in the same household. '
$ 6184. Relinquishment of weapons.
Any individual may arrange in advance to relinquish an
assault weapon to a police or sheriffs department.
v
$ 6185. Licensed gun dealers.
Any licensed gun dealer who lawfully possesses an assault
weapon under this subchapter, in addition to the uses allowed
hereunder, may transport the weapon between dealers or out of
this Commonwealth, display it at any gun show licensed by a
State or local governmental entity, sell it to a resident outside this
Commonwealth or sell it to a person who has been issued a permit
pursuant to this subchapter. Any transporting allowed by this
section must be done as required by this subchapter.
6 6186. Penalties.
(a) Ilnlawiul mdnuiacturc, unpdrtatlon, elc -Any pcrson
who w~thlnt h ~ s('omm~~nwcaltl,
manulhcturus or causcb I.) he
manufactured. distributes. bansnorts or i m ~ o n s into this
C'omnwnwealth, keeps fa,r ,ale t,r uffera o r <xpo\es ior sale. grr
who ~ I V C Sor lends any ass.~ult weapon, except as pro\ ~ d r dhy t h ~ s
suhchapter, comm>tra iclon) of the 1h1r.I dcgrer..

.
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Ib)
an assault
, , Unlawful oossession.-Anv, oerson ~ossessine
111 \ 101411~111d l II~I.,
suhihap1c.r commltr a m~sdcmr.an<~r
oi
the ilrst <lrgrr.; t;,r a T~rst.>ifenie ;and h lel.,ny of the thlrd degree
far each subsequent offense.
5 6187. Application of subchapter.
This subchapter shall not apply to the use or possession of
assault weapons by State or local law enforcement agencies, the
military forces of this Commonwealth or the armed forces of the
United States.
wdapan

L

On the question,
Will the House a-m e to the amendments?
The SPEAKER. On the amendment, the Chair recognircs
the gentleman, Mr. Michlovic.
Mr. MICHLOVIC. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
It looks like my day in the pit today.
Mr. Speaker, amendment 4958 is the amendment to HB
185 that would establish a statewide ban on assault weapons.
To briefly refresh your memories, this legislation hans the
possession, the sale, the replication of assault weapons unless
that person has registered with the Commissioner of the State
Police. If they have registered with the Commissioner of the
State Police, they may keep the weapon; they may use it for
target practice and shooting, et cetera, at the appropriate kinds
of clubs and institutions, but if they wish to rid themselves of
the weapon, they can sell it to a licensed gun dealer or they
may relinquish the assault weapon to the police or the sheriffs
department.
'me only difference with amendment A4958 from the
amendment I offered the other day is that I used the assault
weapon list that Representative Godshall placed in IIB 185
with his amendment with one exception. 1 stluck out the M-I,
which I understand is used as a hunting weapon. All of the
weawns on this list, again to reiterate my statement the other
day, place enormous firepower in a very short amount of time
in a given place. ARer last week's incident with the subway,
afler this issue rising to the forefront of the American concem,
their psyche, I think lhat it is time we take a move and ban
assault weapon9 statewide.
I remind you that this ban is not complete. It allows
responyiblc gun owners, responsible target shooters to continue
to keep their weapons; it grdndfathers in everybody that
currently ha7 a weapon but would allow no future sales of that
weapon inside the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, last week I told you of my experience with
weapons, and l think that we are hearing too many cases. I
think the public sentiment on this issue is changing. I think
people want some safety and some security in their streets, in
their schools, in their homes, and they are afraid. We are
secing reports every evening on TV of shootings, oftentimes
mass shootings, and I thlnk that we have got to start reflecting
that in our decisions here on the floor of the House, and so I
ask you to support my amendment, A4958, which would apply
a statewide ban on assault weapons.
In response to some of the criticism we have heard here
about the Philadelphia and Pittsburgh hans being inconsistent
and nonuniform, this would set a uniform standard across the
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State, and I urge your acceptance of the amendment. Thank
you, Mr. Speaker.
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Montgomery, Mr.
Godshall, is recognized on the Michlovic amendment.
Mr. GODSHALL. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Very briefly, this amendment bans sc-called assault
weapons throughout the whole State. It was defeated by the
House on at least one, if not two, previous occasions. It
provides for a list of banned weapons and the right of the State
Police Commissioner with cowt concurrence to add to this list.
If you own any of these banned guns, you have the privilege
of trying to get rid of it out of State, you have the privilege of
turning it in to the police, or you have the privilege of
registering it with the State Police for a fee of $20.
On this list of banned weapons is the Colt AR-15, I take
notice, for one. Colt AR-15 is the second most popular gun in
this country that is used in shooting sports. That is on this list.
This amendment is adamantly, and I repeat, adamantly
opposed by the almost 2 million sportsmen, target shooters,
that we have in this State, and I am asking for a "no" vote on
this amendment.
The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Philadelphia, Mr. Hughes.
Mr. HUGHES. Mr. Speaker, the issue that we are dealing
with here is an issue of grave importance, and I make that
statement not necessarily with respect to the lives that have
been lost not just in the last few weeks, not just in the last few
months, not just in the last few years, although they are
significant enough in itself to make this a grave and i m p o m t
issue. I make that statement not with respect to the direction
that this country is going in, as far as the issue of controlling
firearms not just within the State but across the country. I
make that statement, Mr. Speaker, in spite of the fact that Janet
Reno, the United States Attorney, and the President of the
United States have indicated that they are interested and want
to see a nationwide ban on assault weapons. But the issue of
preemption, Mr. Speaker, is an issue that has been raised by
those on the other side of the aisle, and let me go to specifics.
I refer, Mr. Spcaker, to a letter dated December 1, 1993,
and it was addressed to my ofice from the Pennsylvania State
Shooting Sports Education Foundation, signed by a gentleman
by the name of Michael J. Banosky, who is the chairman, and
a small portion of that text, Mr. Speaker, reads as follows:
'The foundation urges you to support House Bill 185.
legislation that will preserve the General Assembly's preemption of the field of firearm regulation."
The cities of "...Philadelphia and Pittsburgh 'assault
weapon' ordinances.... Neither provides an exception for nonresidents of the city when t m p o ~ t i n gfirearms through the
city to and from foundation-sponsored educational activities."
"Laws should be statewide so that law-abiding fireann
owners are not subjected to varying and confusing laws in
local jurisdictions throughout the Commonwealth." I
underscore lhat last sentence. Mr. Speaker: "Laws should be
statewide so lhat law-abiding firearm owners are not subjected
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to varying and confusing laws in local jurisdictions throughout
the Commonwealth."
But the National Rifle Association, Mr. Speaker, has said
that the issue of preemption, the issue of statewide laws, is
also important to them. I read to you, Mr. Speaker, a small
pofiion of a letter from Dr. Alan Kmg, who is the head of the
National Rifle Association of America and the Pennsylvania
chapter, in a letter dated to me December 3, 1993. "The most
important step taken, however, was that of the General
Assembly pre-empting the field of f i r e m regulation in the
late 1960s. The legislature recognized that without preemption, sponsmen would eventually be faced with a myriad
of local firearm laws with which they would not be familiar
and with which they could well find it virtually impossible to
comply."
One final comment, Mr. Speaker, if I may.
From William L. Sipple, the president of the Pennsylvania
Rifle and Pistol Association, he goes on and on about various
issues in his multipage letter, and it was directed to me on
December 2, 1993, but on regular occasion, he writes, the issue
is preemption; the issue is preemption. A g a i ~the issue is not
Philadelphia bill 508; the issue is not swcalled assault
weapons; the issue is preemption.
If preemption is not enforced, Mr. Speaker, other
municipalities whose council members may wish to make a
political statement are sure to follow the lead of Philadelphia
and Pittsburgh. The probability of an honest gun owner being
entrapped in an unknowing violation of one of these ordinances
is obvious. We need a statewide firearm law about which all
gun owners may reasonably and fairly expect it to be
knowledgeable. That is why the issue in HB 185 is
preemption, and that is why the Pennsylvania Rifle and Pistol
Association asks that you s u w r t it.
Well, Mr. Speaker, I have been rather vocal on this matter
and rather public on this matter lately, speaking of the lives
lost, spealang of the tragedy that is going on within our
society, speaking of the realities that exist in Philadelphia and
Pittsburgh, talking with individuals from other municipalities
all across the State who want to see some kind of activity
within their community. But right here in writing, Mr. Speaker,
those organizations, from the National Rifle Association and
the others that 1 have listed, have talked about the issue of
having inconsistencies from municipality tomunicipality, from
local borough to township to whatever, one law over here and
another law over there. Well, Mr. Speaker, we are trying to
address that policy; we are trying to address those
inconsistencies by calling for a statewide ban on assault
weapons.
Unless you support this, if you do not support the issue of
a statewide ban on assault weapons and you use the argument
of preemption and you use the argument of inconsistencies,
then one wonders whether you are really credible or really
serious about the arguments that you brought fo~ward. Is
preemption the issue or is it something else?
It has been put in writing to my office and to I guess just
about every member of this legislature that one single policy
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should be about the entire State of Pennsylvania. That is why
we are supporting Mr. Michlovic in his call for a statewide ban
on assault weapons. It is not just significant that we take action
in Philadelphia; it is not just significant that we take action in W
Pittsburgh; it is not just significant that other city council
members from all across the State are asking for action within
their local community; it is significant that we have a ban
across the entire State. What good does it do us, really, if we
deal with the issues in Philadelphia and Pittsburgh but we can
travel into Montgomery County or we can travel into Delaware
County or to Berks County or to Lycoming or wherever it is
that we want to travel and be able to do what must be done
t
there to access those weapons there.
I am urging every member of this Pennsylvania General
Assembly, Mr. Speaker, to move as they say that they are
believed to, to move as they say they are committed to, and to
support a statewide ban on assault weapons. If that is the issue,
if the issue is preemption, then we address that issue by having
a statewide ban. Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker.
The SPEAKER The Chair thanks the gentleman and
recognizes Mr. Evans.
Mr. EVANS. Mr. Speaker, I will yield to Representative
Cohen.
The SPEAKER Mrs. Cohen.
Mrs. COHEN. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to speak in favor of this
amendment.
I am a member of Families of Murder Victims. I will
repeat that for those that did not hear. 1 am a member of t h e
The SPEAKER The lady will yield momentarily.
The House will please give our new member, Mrs. Cohen,
their attention. Many times new members approach the
microphone for the first or second time. I think they deserve
to be heard. The rest of us sometimes speak and are not
necessarily heeded, but I think this lady has something to
share. The House will please come to order for Mrs. Cohen.
The lady may proceed.
Mrs. COHEN. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Mr. Speaker, I am a member of Families of Murder
Victims. My 66-year-old father-in-law died with three bullet
holes in his head. My son is named afler him, but I can assure
every member of this House, my son would have preferred,
rather than to cany his grandfather's name, he would have
preferred to have been canied by his grandfather.
I realize that this hill is far from being a panacea. It is not
perfect. We have much work to be done in our criminal justice
system with our courts, our police, evewhere. But if we
save one life, if this bill stops one gun and saves one life, then
we must ban assault weapons.
I would Like to ask the mothers in this room, we rise up
against drunk drivers to save our children. Why are we
jeopardizing our children sitting on their porches, playing in
the streets? We must save our children.
I challenge every member of this House to vote to ban W
assault weapons to save our lives. Today it might be one gun,
one child, one life. But the killing has got to stop, and if this
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hill will save just one life, then every member of this House of
Representatives is obligated to ban assault weapons. That is
why we are here. We owe it to our constituents. We owe it to
our children. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the lady and recognizes
the gentleman from Philadelphia, Mr. Evans, on the Michlovic
amendment.
Mr. EVANS. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Mr. Speaker, I would like to talk about what the purpose
is of an assault weapon.
An assault weapon was designed by the military to kill
people as efficiently and effectively as possible. The assault
weapon is not used for recreation or hunting. You do not go
hunting for deer with an Uzi. Generally, an assault weapon is
not accurate in its range. Instead, they are designed to spray a
large quantity of bullets quickly.
So let us talk about who wants an assault weapon. In fact,
few people even have assault weapons. According to the
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearms, the assault
weapons make up less than 3 percent of over 200 million guns
owned by Americans. Number two, nationally, assault weapons
account for 6 to 10 percent of guns used in crimes.
Clearly, Mr. Speaker, the only people who are interested in
assault weapons are drug dealers, organized crime, and violent
crime gangs. They have replaced the Saturday night special as
the gun of choice among criminals.
Mr. Speaker, whose rights are being infringed on anyway?
Something is fundamentally wrong when criminals are better
armed than the police. Let me repeat that: Something is
fundamentally wrong when criminals are better armed than the
police. Something is fundamentally wrong, Mr. Speaker, when
people are afraid to walk in their neighborhoods afler dark and
when families put bars on their windows for added security. I
thought we wcre supposed to put criminals behind bars.
Something is fundamentally wrong, Mr. Speaker, when
children have to pass through war zones to get to school.
Something, Mr. Speaker, is wrong when as elected officials we
cater to political intimidation of various organizations that are
out there.
Enough is enough, Mr. Speaker. The bottom line is that this
is just the beginning.
I repeat what 1 repeated to you last week. In Califomia,
they banned assault weapons. In New Jersey, they banned
assault weapons. In Massachusetts, the Governor changed his
position on assault weapon?.
Mr. Speaker, the United States Senate voted on November
17, 1993, 56 to 34 on the ban on assault weapons. Sooner or
later, Mr. Speaker, we here in Pennsylvania will realize that
we are part of this Nation, and sooner or later, Mr. Speaker,
we will catch up when everybody elsc around us keeps saying
enough is enough.
I am saying to you, Mr. Speaker, that this is just the
beginning. One way or thc other, we are going to win this
issue. Even if we do not win this issue here on this floor
today, Mr. Speaker, this issue will be won, because people
have gotten to the point where they are fed up. If you look at
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Time magazine this week, the headlines say enough. If you
look at Business Week: crime and the economics of crime in
our neighborhoods. Mr. Speaker, the President of the United
States has talked about the implications of violence and crime
and its effect upon our health care system. Mr. Speaker, the
Michlovic amendment is an attempt to at least send a message
that we want to draw the line regarding these assault weapons.
There is no way, Mr. Speaker, that anyone can rationally
give a-reason to maintain these assault weapons. So I am
saying to you, Mr. Speaker, that we have an opportunity, that
Representative Michlovic is standing here suggesting tous that
Democrats and Republicans alike should join with him to say
no to assault weapons. There is no reason, Mr. Speaker, why
we should have these particular weapons.
Let me just say this to you in conclusion: I have been in
this House for 13 years, and, Mr. Speaker, I have watched over
the 13 years that I have been in public office that sometimes
we do not seem to be connected to what is taking place out
there in the real world. We come to this chamber, we come to
this building, and we act, Mr. Speaker, like we do not seem to
understand that the violence that is occuning throughout the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania is not just locked in one
particular area.
l'hese are not problems, Mr. Speaker, that are just locked
in Philadelphia. Mr. Speaker, it was just announced in
Pittsburgh that their homicide rate has gone higher than it has
ever been in the history records of the city of Pittsburgh. Mr.
Speaker, may it be York or Lancaster or Erie or Wilkes-Barre,
those problems have been occuning throughout the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. So the question we have to
ask ourselves is, are we prepared to say enough is enough?
I would ask both Democrats and Republicans alike to
support the Michlovic amendment. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
The SPEAKER The gentleman, Mr. Thomas, from
Philadelphia on the Michlovic amendment.
Mr. TIIOMAS. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of the Michlovic amendment.
'fie question is not whether or not we should supporl this
amendment. I think the question of whether we support this
amendment is really nonnegotiable.
The record is replete. The record is replete with instances
of where access to assault weapons has gotten out of control.
There is no constitutional argument that can be raised giving
rise to the notion that we have a right to hear arms. The
accessibility to assault weapons, not just in Philadelphia
County but throughout the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania,
clearly indicates that that right contained in the Second
Amendment has gone far beyond what o w forefathers
anticipated. There was never any intent, never any intent to
have a situation where 13-, 14-, IS-, Ibyear-olds could put
their hands on assault weapons and then use those weapons to
kill our children, to kill one another, to kill our parents, to kill
our neighbors. It was never intended when the right to hear
arms was created.
And, Mr. Speaker, the question, like the former speaker
mentioned, is not one of preemption. It is not a question of
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whether or not local municipalities should have a right to enact
ordinances or enact laws that pmtect the health, safety, and
welfare of its citizens. Local municipalities should have that
right. We supported it on many other instances and we should
support it in this particular case. But if there are those, if there
are those members of this august body that believe that local
municipalities should not have a right to enact ordinances
dealing with the health, safety, and welfare 01their residents,
then the Michlovic amendment becomes a nonnegotiable
amendment, because the Michlovic amendment is designed to
pmvide for a statewide ban. So if members of this body
believe that we should not have municipalities acting on their
own, then they must act based on what they speak and their
actions must be designed to push that green hunon in support
of the Michlovic amendment.
Dr. King used to say quite oflen that the conditions, the
conditions of the people will not change until the people
change the conditions within themselves. We have a pmblem
in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. No legitimate hunter
can stand up and say that young people should have access to
the level of weapons that they have access to fmm one end of
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania to the other. No legitimate
sportsman can stand up and say that we need to have a
situation where 13-year-olds can acquire Uzis like they get
water and food. No legitimate sportsman can stand up and say
that we have reached a point in the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania where we are without a need for a ban on assault
weapons
Mr. Speaker, we must, we must reverse the deplorable
circumstances which exist in the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania, and we can do that by supporting the Michlovic
amendment.
Mr. Speaker, in closing let me say, this issue cannot be
resolved tomorrow or next week. In response to the question
of when should we put a limit on the accessibility of assault
weapons, Mr. Speaker, the time is now. Who is in the best
position to invoke such a limitation? We on behalf of 11.7
million people in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania have a
responsibility to place a limit on the accessibility of assault
weapons, so this august body has that responsibility.
Mr. Speaker, we have a responsibility to do it, not because
it is politically e x w e n t . We have a responsibility to do it, not
because our political futures are on the line. We have a
responsibility to do it, Mr. Speaker, because we have been sent
here to represent the interests of people in our respective
districts. Poll after poll afler poll has indicated that people have
said enough is enough, and if that is not satisfactory enough,
then, Mr. Speaker, let us support the Michlovic amendment
because it is in the best interests of our children and in the best
interests of our children's children.
We must act responsibly. We can no longer tum our heads.
We can no longer look to where the lobbyists' wind blows. We
can no longer look to what our own selfish interests are. ?'his
is a time that we must choose sclflcssness over selfishness.
Forget our own interests and think about the interests of the
40-plus young people that have died in Philadelphia County.
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Think about the four police officers that were shot in one
evening. Think about the people in Allegheny County; think
about the people in Erie County; think about the people in
Northumberland County that have been cut down, that have t
been cut down by individuals who were never intended to have
a right to bear anns in tlus country.
Mr. Speaker, I urge all 203 members of this body, do the
right thing and do it now. Support the Michlovic amendment.
Thank you.
The SPEAKER For what purpose does the gentleman from
Carbon County rise?
Mr. McCALL. On the amendment, Mr. Speaker.
The SPEAKER The gentleman is recognized on the
Michlovic amendment.
Mr. McCA1,L. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Mr. Speaker, wc are not talking about assault weapons here
today; we are talking about semiautomatic weapons. Real
assault weapons are already covered by Federal and State law.
Except for limited possession by a few collectors or possession
of assault- Possession of assault weapons is prohibited. As a
matter of fact, possession of the parts that can be used to
assemble a weapon to make it fully automatic is illegal to even
hold those parts. Real assault weapons were banned under the
Uniform Firearms Act back in 1933.
But today we are being asked to support the Michlovic
amendment. We are being asked to ban a list of firearms here
today, and the reason given is that these firearms constitute an
extraordinary crime problem and are an extraordinary threat to
the public safety. But the claims made that these firearms are
oflen used in crime just do not match the facts.
Last week we placed an amendment in IIB 185 at the
request of Pennsylvania's sportsmen and law-abiding gun
owners. We placed a list of the s@called assault weapons
under the provisions of the Uniform Fireanns Act. We did that
because we all wished to insure that criminals would not be
able to obtain these firearms through normal commercial
channels of trade, but the truth of the matter is, the guns that
we subjected to these additional regulations are rarely used in
crime. My understanding is, of the 67 firearms we acted upon,
53 have never been involved in a homicide in the United
States. Fifty-three of them that we have banned have never
been used in a homicide in the United States ever - in the
United States ever. Of nearly 500 homicides committed in
Philadelphia and Pittsburgh this year, 4 involved firearms on
the list we acted upon.
w
Obviously, subjecting these fireanns to further regulation
or even banning them is not going to significantly affect the
gun crime pmblem. We all want to do whatever we can to
reduce gun violence, but we need to go afler the person who
misuses the firearm, not the firearm, and we should not allow
ourselves to be stampeded by inaccurate claims about misuse
of certain firearms.
Mr. Speaker, I submit to this House that the problems are
not the firearms listed in the Michlovic amendment, and I t
would ask that we defeat the Michlovic amendment.
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'The SPEAKER. The gentleman, Mr. Clymer, is recognized
on the Michlovic amendment.
Mr. CLYMER. 'Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Mr. Speaker, I certainly share the concerns of my
colleagues who have mentioned the problems of violence in
society, and I would like to take a few minutes this evening to
talk about assault weapons that we have not touched on, those
assault weapons that are a major player in inIluencing
individual attitude and behavior, and 1 think that is an issue
that we need to talk about this evening.
Recently the Congress of the United States has done
hearings on violence in television, and they have concluded in
that bipartisan effort that the young people and others who
listen to this violence and see this violence day atler day, it
does affect them and it plays a part in their behavior in later
years.
Recently, Mr. Speaker, another assault weapon that I bring
to the attention of the members-and the Senate has been
spealang about this-is the violence of some video games.
Video gamesMr. BELFANTI. Mr. Speaker? Mr. Speaker, point of order.
The SPEAKER. The gentlema& Mr. Belfanti.
Mr. BELFANI?. Mr. Speaker, the gentleman, Mr. Clymer,
has failed to direct one remark to the Michlovic amendment,
and I would appreciate it if he would stick to the amendment
before us and not talk about video poker and whatever else he
wants to talk about truancy in schools. We have a very
important subject matter before us. We are due to adjourn
hopefully near 6:30. 1x3 us talk about the Michlovic
amendment. Thank you.
The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman for his
interest in a clearer debate.
The gentleman, Mr. Clymer, may proceed.
Mr. CLYMER. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
As we talk about indeed why I cannot see the value in
banning these assault weapom, that is the text that I am trying
to present to the body here this evening.
And by the way, I was interested to hear the speaker say
that we have to adjourn by 6:30 on an issue that is so
important, an issue that impacts on the lives of thousands of
people. He is interested in a timeframe; I cannot believe it.
But, Mr. Speaker, let me'The SPEAKER. The gentleman is only speculating about
a potential time for either conclusion of debate or a break for
dinner, but that decision will be made in other circles.
Mr. CLYMER. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Mr. Speaker, yes, as I was talking about the video games,
a subcommittee of the Senate had clearly demon~tratedthat
there are games out thcre that young children 7 and 8 and
9 years old - they play and they see this brutality. They see
the violence against women. Mr. Speaker, something is indecd
fundamentally wrong when we have these kinds of games
being played and these young children with their tender minds
and tender hearts areMr. WILLIAMS. Point of order, Mr. Speaker.
'The SPEAKER. The gentleman will desist momentarily.
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The gentleman Mr. Williams, rises. Will the gentleman
state his p i n t of order.
Mr. WILLIAMS. Mr. Speaker, will all due respect, I think
it has been asked of the gentleman that he remain on the point.
There are many of us who want to engage in this discussion.
I believe as he belleves that it is very important to the State of
Pennsylvania and to those youth that he is talking about, but
let us talk about what the amendment is about. Othenvise, Mr.
Speaker, 1 would have to ask that the gentleman yield to those
of us who want to speak about this issue.
The SPEAKER. With all due respect, the Chair would
respond to the gentleman from Philadelphia by saying-and the
gentleman from Mount Camel-that Mr. Clymer is in order in
the opinion of the Chair. He is making a metaphor, and he is
drawing a conclusion from that metaphor vis-a-vis young
children using video games with weapons in the video games
and the transmogrification of that youthful perspective into an
adulthood of crime.
The gentleman may proceed.
Mr. CLYMER Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I appreciate that.
Thank you.
Now, Mr. Speaker, that is indeed one of the areas that I
have problems with.
The third, Mr. Speaker, is the entertainment industry, the
entertainment industry that demonstrates and shows that police
somehow are very poor role models. They show them as inept,
as overstressed, as unable to handle family values an4 indeed
having no family values at all. These are the people that the
youth an: to look up to so they will obey the law, but we are
getting a picture very negative and very poor by the
entertainment industry. That is an assault on the minds and the
behavior of this culture.
And finally, Mr. Speaker, as has been debated on the floor
of the House by other members of this General Assembly are
the lyrics from some hard-rock music, that music that tells
them to be antisociety, to be encouraged for dmg and alcohol
abuse, for violence against women, for teenage suicide, and all
kinds of antisocial behavior, and we expect these youth who
are being inundated with this kind of influence not to have any
violence when they grow up. Mr. Speaker, it just does not
happen.
So, Mr. Speaker, I tell you that these kinds of cultural
influences on the minds of impressionable young people are an
assault that is as deadly as any assault weapon that we are
talking about here on the floor of the House.
So, Mr. Speaker, for these and other reasons I ask the
members to support Bob Godshall in his opposition to the
Michlov~camendment and vote "no." Thank you very much.
The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman and
recognizs the gentleman from Philadelphia, Mr. Williams.
Mr. WILLIAMS. 'Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Mr. Speaker, there are a number of items that I would like
to comment on, but first I would like it to be known that I am
standing in support of the Michlovic amendment.
A civili~rdsociety is defined by the rules that we prescribe
and the rules that we follow. Without those rules, the kedoms
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and the rights of that society are challenged. They are not only
challenged hut they are ultimately overturned by the chaos
which would prevail. I guess it can be seen as a paradox for
many of us who would like to stand on this floor and argue
about issues of the amendment, issues of the Second
Amendment, the right to bear m.
I have heard a great deal about automatic versus
semiautomatic, and certainly I am not here to stand befos this
body and suggest that those people who are responsible enough
in o w society, who follow the rules, who have permits legally,
should not be allowed to own those guns. I am not saying
ownership of a gun is immoral, hut I am saying to you that our
society is being challenged.
Mr. Speaker?
The SPEAKER The congregations will please break up.
Gun control is one of the most incendiary issues in American
politics today. A variety of perspectives are being shared by
the men and women we serve with. They deserve to be heard.
I have been flexible and I will continue to be flexible vis-avis what is debated as long as it has some reference to the
statewide ban that the Michlovic amendment is crafted to deal
with. But it will be advantageous for all of us and it will be a
more expeditious evening if we have order and each of our
speakers is able to be heard.
I would ask the members who speak to keep their remarks
to several minutes. I think it would be more poignant and more
effective.
The gentleman may continue.
Mr. WILLIAMS. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
I would suggest to those of us who believe that it is their
right to bear arms that they understand that there are many
rights in o w society which are provided as privileges the
right to drink; the right to drive. Those are certainly rights
which we have provided in this society. But guess what? The
right to drive does not mean you can drive a dragster on the
streets of Philadelphia, and it celtainly does not mean that you
can drive a Formula 1 automobile in the city of Philadelphia,
and it certainly means that you have to comply with celtain
standards with regard to speed. Those standards were provided
because we recognize that, yes, we as citizens of Pennsylvania,
we as citizens of the United States, we as citizens of
Philadelphia County have a right to get from point A to point
B, and we as a society should not intenupt that. But there are
parameters with regard to free transportation. Those parameters
are very detined.
We allow people to drink within this society; we allow
people to drink within the State of Pennsylvania, but we have
very strict standards about the age at which you are allowed to
~ n k the
, location in which you are allowed to drink, and the
type of alcohol which you are allowed to consume.
We asalegislative body have passed laws consistently. We
as a legislative body have said we will prescribe the manner in
which you will drive, the manner in which you will drink, and
an item which apparently is a lot more lethal than an alcoholic
drink in one's hand or an automobile being driven by someone
who is responsible -an assault weapon. We seem to think that
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for some reason, because the Second Amendment says the
right to bear arms, that means that we cannot prescribe certain
standards and certain regulations. That is ridiculous,,,and it is
unfoltunate. That is quite immature, and certainly if you have
a child articulating the same argument to you, you would sit
them down and say, hey, look son, you are right; you live
with me, hut there are going to be lules and standards that you
have to follow with regard to this, and 1 do not think anyone
here is suggesting to you that today we are going to wipe out
all the violence in the State of Pennsylvania, that we are going
to remove all the guns from the State of Pennsylvania, be they
legally owned or illegally owned, but we are starting
someplace. We are starting with a weapon. And I have these
pictures, and with all due respect to Representative Keith
McCall, none of these items that are listed here, be they
automatic or semiautomatic, have anything to do with
responsible gun ownership with regard to learning how to hunt
or be a part of this society.
These weapons date hack to the years of war, and
unfortunately, they are items of war. And even if you are a
collector of them and you do not intend to use them in an
assaultive manner, the description of them as an assault
weapon is precise, and it should be chilling to anyone who
understands that. Assault: It does not say, hello, how are you?
It does not say, let us be buddies. It does not say, let us go
hunt Bambi. It says assault weapon. Automatic or
semiautomatic, it says assault, and it is an assault on our
society.
We have to be much, much much more clear-minded and
responsible about what we are doing here. Let us not fall upon
technicalities. Within my county today, within Philadelphia
County today, the ban worked. There was a group of young
people carrying a carload of assault weapons, and I would
suggest they were not sports people. They were not responsible
members of a sports club. They were not collectors of these
items. They were going to perpetrate death on our community,
and I do not think anyone in this chamber can stand with an
ounce of pride or m d c u m and suggest to me that the Second
Amendment had anything to do with them today, not one.
These technicalities which we are arguing are going to be
the death of us. They are going to kill us as a society, as a
civilization, as a State. There is nothing, nothing positive about
these weapons, but if you choose to have them, if you are a
collector of them, that is your problem.
The gentleman stood and said, well, guess what? For the W
most part, they are not part of the killing process; people are
being killed with handguns. I would have to agree. People are
being killed with rifles. I would agree. People are being killed
with grenades. I would agree. But is that to suggest that the
one death with an assault weapon is one that we can stand,
when clearly there was no question, no question, no question,
when the officer in the city of Philadelphia was staring down
the barrel of a semiautomatic assault weapon?
For those people who stand in this chamber consistently
and tell me, oh, they stand for the virtues; they are
conservative, and they stand for the virtues of protecting our
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society and the law enforcement, well, guess what? Those four
ofiicers who are dead in Philadelphia County, we have to
disagree with your argument when you are sitting here saying,
I am trying to protect the Second Amendment of the United
States.
It is specious, it is repugnant, and it is using the
Constitution in a topsy-turvy manner. It is allowing those
young people that had that car full of assault weapons to laugh
at us, to smirk at us, and the next person that gets shot with
one of them, be it one, even though our police commissioner
has gone on record and your State Police have gone on record
and said, you are right, they are not the firearms of choice, and
the reason why they were not the firearms of choice is because
they were not as accessible before. But guess what? The
statistics are tuming around; the numbers are growing. It is just
a matter of time before, guess what, they will be the
ammunition of choice.
For those of us who fantasize about Dick Tracy and during
that period of time when machine guns went through the
streets of Chlcago, New York, Philadelphia, and other parts,
and it required the Federal Government, the FBI, States, and
the cities to participate to remove that element, we are simply
asking you today to maintain sanity and order within our
society and define it by the rules that we put down today,
today, not 200 years ago but today. The problem is with us.
Assault weapons have no purpose in Pennsylvania other than
to assault, to maim, and to lall.
I would ask you to respect the gentleman from Pittsburgh,
who has gone through war, who has been wounded by these
particular weapons, who understands how an assault weapon
can rip apa~Iyour body in but a second and understands that
this amendment is not a panacea, as it has been stated
eloquently before, but a beginning, a beginning, and I would
ask the Spcaker and evcryone in this chamber to stand in
unison in opposition, in opposition, to the proliferation of
assault weapons. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
The SI'EAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman from
Philadelphia and recognizes the gentleman, Mr. Belfanti, on the
Michlovic amendment.
Mr. BEIPANTI. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Mr. Speaker, the concluding remarks by the gentleman, Mr.
Williams, is the very reason that I rise in opposition to the
Michlovic amendment. Ile ended his comments by saying, Mr.
Speaker, this is the beginning, and that is exactly what those
of us who have a problem with a statewide ban of so-called
assault weapons have with the Michlovic amendment, which
I bclieve is the worst of all the amendments that we will be
asked to vote upon this aflemoon.
As Mr. McCall indicated the weapons on this list are not
in fact assault weapons. Many of them are simply look-dikes
which in appearance look like a military weapon but function
entirely differently and in fact operate exactly the same as the
semiautomatic hunting rifles, which we are not talking about
today. In fact, they use the same ammunition, the same caliber
bullets that are used in legitimate hunting rifles. In fact, this
amendment would also ban that t m of ammunition. Certain

.30-caliber bullets that are used today in legitimate hunting
rifles would not be allowed if this amendment were to pass.
These so-called assault weapons named in this amendment
are not the weapons of choice of the drug dealers or any other
criminals. These firearms are misused in crime at a rate even
less than the percentage of privately owned handguns, deer
rifles, and shotguns, aid I am not saying that it makes it right,
but we are being selective about these types of weapons
because of their looks, because of the emotions. The criminals
and dmgpushers do not purchase weapons in legitimate gun
stores that have trackable serial numbers. I suggest that if this
ban of so-called assault weapons clears the House and Senate
and is contained in HB 185, the criminals out there will still
have very ready, easy access to any type of fully automatic,
real assault weapons, while legitimate spoltsmen and gun
collectors will not be able to purchase weapons of lheir choice
that are not used in crime.
Now, rather than not having any common l a d purpose,
many of these swcalled assault weapons are widely used by
law-abiding citizens for target shooting, collecting, and above
all, self-defense in one's own home. The Colt AR-15, as Mr.
(iodshall mentioned, is the second most commonly and most
popularly used center-fire rifle used in NRA competitions. The
M-14s. another look-alike gun, is the third most popular.
These sc-called assault weapons do not pose any
extraordinary threat to law enforcement ofiicers. In the past 15
years, less than 1 percent of police officers killed with firearms
were shot with one of these firearms, but as Mr. Williams
concluded his remarks, this is just the beginning. Then we will
st^ looking at statistics a year or two or three down the line
and find out that the Pmillimeter handgun or the 300 Savage
deer rifle caused more officers' deaths than any of the weapons
that we would ban today, and they will be added to the list,
one afier another afler another.
These swcalled assault weapons that we are talking about
in the Michlovic amendment were not made for the military.
While they might resemble military firearms in appearance, no
army would purchase any of these weapons, since they do not
have readily available automatic capability.
While we are on the subject of the military, I sat here last
week and I listened to Mr. Michlovic talk about his experience
in Vietnam. I had the very same experience in Vietnam. I
spent 13 months there, and I was shot at by AR-IS'S, and I
was shot at by the most sophisticated Chinese and Russian
weapoluy, and 1 am not standing here supponing the Michlovic
amendment because I do not believe that the weapons we are
talking about today are the same weapons that I was shot at in
the jungles of Vietnam by. Banning firearms simply because
they resemble military weapons in appearance is unjustified
and represents an emotional rather than a factual approach to
the problem of the misuse of firearms in crime.
The ban amendment also has catchall clauses which would
authorize some named law enforcement official or government
bureaucrat in the future to add weapons to this list, and as I
said, what weapons are we talking about? A .32 Special that
women use in their purse for self-protection?
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The assault weapon ban amendment, as I said, has not
created serious crimes for law enforcement. Today the district
attorneys of the State were here to discuss the earned-time bill.
My district attorney from Northumberland County met withme
for in excess of a half hour today, and during the course of the
discussion, I asked him about the murders, the homicides that
he investigated and brought to trial in Northumberland County,
and he told me that out of a figure of roughly 27, may have
been 25 murders in Northumberland County, only 1 murder
was committed with a rifle, and that was the murder of a
police officer who involved himself in a crime of passion and
was shot with a deer rifle. A11 of the other murders committed
in Northumberland Caunty were strangulations, were knifings,
were poisonings, were suffocations, were any number of other
things.
This amendment, as I said, is the worst of all of the
amendments that we will be dealing with today, because it
bans these particular look-alike assault weapons in all 67
counties, even in the counties like Northumberland, Columbia
and Montour that do not have this problem. I sympathize with
my uhan colleagues from Pittsburgh and Philadelphia, hut do
not bring your problems back to my district.
We in the General Assembly are taking an ass-backwards
approach on this whole issue, and let me tell you why. We
imposed a 5-year additional prison sentence a couple of years
ago on crimes committed with handguns, and that did not, that
did not reduce the number of those types of crimes, and if we
pass this legislation today, the same thing will be said 5 or 10
years from now.
If we really want to do something about crimes committed
with weapons, whether they be pistols or rifles or shotguns or
look-alike assault weapons, then what we need to do is change
that 5-year additional mandatoly sentence to hard time. What
we need to do is put these people in prison and not just
incarcerate them for an extra 5 years but make them make big
rocks into little rocks, make them work; bring back the type of
punishment, not incarceration, that will force these people to
have a second thought about walking into an AM-PM with a
gun or spraying a sidewalk of children that are standing
outside a school. We need to enforce some punishment, not
simply incarceration. Then maybe, then maybe we will have
done something to stop the assaults and the shoolings that are
taking place in our urban centers.
Barring that solution, Mr. Speaker, 1 believe that it is
unwarranted and unfair for 60 of the 67 counties in this State
that have legitimate sportsmen who use these rifles in a
legitimate manner to have to pay the price for what is
happening in our urban centers.
Finally, even though I oppose the Michlovic amendment,
I do stand ready with other members of this chamber to maybe
sit down and talk about punishment or talk about some
approach that might work that deals with violent crime in this
State. This approach, & I said earlier, is ass backwards. Thank
you, Mr. Speaker.
The SPEAKER The gentlelady from Lehigh, Ms. Riner, is
recognized.
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Ms. IUTIER Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
There are about 40,000 members of the NRA in the Lehigh
Valley-only 3 of whom have called me to support the NRA's
position on this issue, by the way-and there are thousands
more hunters and sportsmen. I have many friends a&d relatives
who are hunters and sportsmen, and I would not support any
legislation that would take away their rights to pursue their
avocations. I support many of the issues that are impoltant to
members of the NRA.
Let us be clear here: This amendment to HB 185 is not
about the Second Amendment to the Constitution. Court
decisions have repeatedly held that the Second Amendment
does not guarantee individuals the right to arm themselves with
any weapon they choose, without any regulation.
This amendment is not ahout taking all guns away from
hunters and sportsmen. No one in this chamber would support
such a ridiculous idea.
This is about setting reasonable, rational restrictions on the
right to own firearms, or in this case, not to own certain
firearms.
This amendment is also not about ending the crime
epidemic we are facing. It may not even make a substantial
dent in it.
This is about taking a stand even a small step, against
crime in our State.
A ban on assault weapons is supported by law enforcement
officials all across this State, and I would also suggest that a
statewide ban, as this amendment proposes, is also supported
by large numbers of members of the NRA, even though the
leadership of the NRA does not reflect their members'
reasonableness on this issue.
Let us look at some of the arguments against a ban on
assault weapons.
The NRA says that these weapons are used in less than 1
percent of violent crime. The NRA says that these weapons
were used to kill only about 1 percent of the police officers
who have been killed with firearms in the last 18 years. The
NRA seems to feel that these deaths are insignificant.
We have heard statistics about homicides. The NRA did not
provide us with statistics on the number of individuals,
including police offtcers, who have been seriously maimed or
paralyred by people using these weapons. Perhaps they do not
feel those serious injuries are significant either.
They also did not talk about the number of times a person
used one of these weapons to terrona a crowd of people, as
happened recently in a nightclub a half block from my district
ofice, when a person with a history of mental illness used an
AR-15 to terrorize a crowd and to injure five people.
Well, Mr. Speaker, I happen to believe that those people
are significant, and if this amendment can prevent even those
small numbers of violent crimes, then how can we not do this?
How can we face the families of those people, our constituents,
who will be seriously injured or murdered with these weapons
if we do not pass this amendment? How can we tell them that
we think they are insignificant statistics?

w

:

*

1993

LEGISLATIVE JOURNAL

The NRA ha? again demonstrated its irrationality by
arguing that assault weapon bans in other States have increased
crime rates because gun owners have refused to comply with
the bans. In other words, we should not pass a law that will
prevent even a small percentage of violent crime because there
are some folks out there who only obey the laws they like and
they will not like this one. Mr. Speaker, I ask you, where is
the sense in that? Where is the justice?
Mr. Speaker, our constituents overwhelmingly support a
ban on assault weapons. They are demanding that we start
responding to their concern? and not to the concerns of the
radical elements of the NKA.
As Representative I.ita Cohen said so eloquently, if we can
prevent just one person - one mother or father, sister or
brother, daughter or son, one of the NRA's insignificant
statistics - if we can prevent just one person fmm being killed
or maimed by someone using one of these weapons, then do
we not owe it to that family - do we not owe it to all of our
families - to take that small step to do the right thing?
We must all find the courage to look beyond the next
election, to look beyond the special interests, to look to our
fi~ture and our children's future.
I strongly urgc my colleagues to do the right thing to
stand firmly beside our constituents, stand up to the NRA, and
pass this amendment. Thank you.
The SPEAKER. The gentleman, Mr. Rohrer, is recognivd
on the Michlovic amendment. Would the gentleman yield
momentarily?
There are quite a few folks who wish to speak. Let me just
give the order from the way that Eric noticed you standing up:
Kohrer, Sturla, Sam Smith, T. J. Rooney, Phillips, Ron Cowell,
Dennis Leh, David Levdansky, and Fairchild.
Mr. Kohrer, thank you for yielding. It is in order for you to
proceed.
Mr. KOHRER Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Very few issues have grabbed the headlines or the front
pages of newspapers across this State or this Nation as has this
topic of gun control.
Mr. Speaker, can I have attention, please?
The SPEAKER. The Chair will do his best to gain the
attention of the membership, although quite frankly, you seem
to have had more membership attention than most.
The gentleman is a first-termer. I think we would all be
beneficiaries of his dcbate. The House will please come to
order.
'The congregations of members will please break up so that
Mr. Rohrer's debate can be monitored by the membership.
Sergeants at Arms will please ask the staff to take their seats.
The gentleman, Mr. Kohrer, may continue.
Mr. ROHKER. As each of you know, if something grabs
the headlines, it grabs our attention and the attention of our
con?tituenls. However, each of you also know that just because
the headlines report an issue does not make it the truth nor
does it describe the problem completely.
We as elected Representatives are sent here to this
Assembly to do the people's business, not only to do what is
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best for this generation of citizens, our children, but also for
the next generation, our grandchildren. Our forefathers knew
we would face difficult situations, so they gave us guidelines.
They gave us basic principles to help us steer this basic ship
of state. That is why we were lefl a permanent reminder on the
ceiling in the back of this hall, "And ye shall know the truth."
We were also lefl our State Constitution with our basic rights
detailed in it. Between these two guidelines, we have what we
need against which to compare our decisions, including this
issue today.
My concern today is that due to the consideration of
political correctness or just plain fear or lack of commitment
to reason and logic, we will sacrifice the permanent on the
altar of the immediate. I call upon each of you here to reject
the temptation to make the easy decision and sacrifice vital
rights earned by our forefathers and guaranteed to us in our
Constitution.
You see, what is the real issue in this debate? What is the
real issue driving our media headlines? I submit that the real
problem is not guns and it cenainly is not gun control. The
real problem is not our law-abiding citizens. The real prohlem
is certainly not our Federal Second Amendment or our State
Micle I, section 21. Each of us here should be ashamed to be
discussing this issue of registering and, yes, limiting the rights
of all of our citizens, particularly our law-abiding citizens and
patriotic citizens.
The real problem, I submit, is an increasingly bold criminal
element in our society that no longer is dealt justice and
properly punished by our judicial system. Criminals that do not
respect themselves nor the lives of others do not respect the
law, regardless of what it is and no matter what we might pass.
Why would we or should we support this amendment when
we know from history that registration laws have not worked
in New Jersey, Cleveland California, or wherever? Why would
we or should we believe that criminals will somehow decide
to comply with this one? Why would we or should we tell our
law-abiding citizens that because of a few criminals, we are
going to restrict their constitutional rights? Why would we or
should we act irresponsibly, like a great herd of sheep being
driven over a precipice?
How can we rationalize away in any form a fundamental
right afforded not just to sportsmen or to hunters but to all
citizens? The basic issue to me is the need to preserve intact
the citizens' right to obtain and to bear m,regardless if they
ever decide to exercise that right or not.
This is our responsibility as elected officials to protect this
right, as we have sworn to do, and 1 ask each of my colleagues
to fulfill our responsibility with courage and not only vote
against this amendment but all amendments like it. Thank you.
The SPEAKER. The gentleman, Mr. Sturla, is recognized.
Mr. STUKLA. Mr. Speaker, will the maker of the
amendment rise for interrogation?
The SPEAKER Will the gentleman, Mr. Michlovic, yield
to interrogation? The gentleman indicates that he will, and the
gentleman from Lancaster may proceed.
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Mr. STUKLA. Mr. Speaker, in your interpretation of your
amendment, is preemption reestablished through HB 185 and
your amendment to HB 185?
Mr. MICHLQVIC. Preemption is established. In other
words, we are preempting local ordinances on ban. of assault
weapons. I did that in response to the earlier comments from
folks who were advocating HB 185 that having a lack of
uniformity across the State is a problem. This would apply
uniformity across the State.
Mr. STUKLA. So then it would be accurate to say that
under your amendment, we would be banning assault weapons
in the State, and at the same time, we would not be allowing
local governments to preempt the State law with regard to
other guns, in terms of you could not have local townships
passing bans against shotguns and hunting guns and things like

that?
Mr. MICHLOVIC. That is correct.
Mr. STURLA. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Mr. Speaker, if I could, could I interrogate Representative
Godshall?
The SPEAKER The gentleman from Montgomery County,
Mr. Godshall, is he on the floor of the House? Will the
gentleman yield to interrogation from the gentleman from
Lancaster? The gentleman fmm Montgomery County indicates
that he will, and Mr. Sturla may proceed.
Mr. STUKLA. Mr. Speaker, is your interpretation the same
as Mr. Michlovic's that this in fact would simply ban assault
weapons throughout the State but would also disallow local
ordinances against a ban on other types of weapons?
Mr. GODSHA1,L. Mr. Speaker, I am not exactly sure what
the Michlovic amendment would do. It would establish a list
of so-called assault weapons which are banned at the State
level, and what it would do to the preemption issue, I am not
certain of. I do not believe it would affect the preemption level
of any other gun, because right now, really, there is no
preemption. The preemption was destroyed with the
Philadelphia and Pittsburgh amendments, and we are coming
in now with a State ban, which in itself would create a list of
bills made at the State level, but 1 am not sure how it would
affect any local municipality.
Mr. STURLA. Okay. May I make a comment, Mr.
Speaker?
The SPEAKER. The gentleman is in order and may
proceed.
Mr. STUKLA. Mr. Speaker, it is my understanding that in
fact this would disallow local governments to preempt State
laws and pass local ordinances against hunting guns and things
like that, and I guess unless somebody can tell me differently,
I will proceed under that assumption. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
The SPEAKER. The gentleman, Mr. Sam Smith is
recognized for debate on the Michlovic amendment.
Mr. S. H. SMITH. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
As I listen to the debate on this issue, it comes to my mind
that there is a fundamental flaw in the intent or the premise of
this amendment. That premise seems to be that by banning
guns, it will make our streets safer. I just do not believe that
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is the case at hand, Mr. Speaker, and there is a flaw in that
theory.
One speaker previously stated that there is something
wrong when children go through war zones to get to school,
and he is absolutely right, Mr. Speaker. That is absolutely
wrong; it is insane. Other speakers spoke of responsibility, and
I agree that we must have more responsibility.
But, Mr. Speaker, the problem is not with the availability
of firearms. I believe, Mr. Speaker, that the problem here is
with the lack of respect for human life that exists in our
society. I believe that it stems from a failure within our
families and churches and communities.
Mr. Speaker, the insanity that follows a shooting from an
assault weapon or any weapon, for that matter, does not start
at the barrel of the gun; it starts with that failure of our society
to respect human life. It does not start at the barrel of the gun,
Mr. Speaker; it starts in the crazed mind of an individual in
New York who thinks he can get on a train and shoot some
innocent people to resolve something in his mind that is wmng
in society. Mr. Speaker, the problem does not start at the barrel
of that gun; it starts in the hatred that exists in some people's
hearts, and it starts with the greed that pushes people to reach
out for more than they are entitled to.
*
Mr. Speaker, the people that support this amendment have
a valid concern that k i n g the insanity, the crime in our
streets, but this amendment will not solve that problem, and I
would urge the defeat. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
The SPEAKER. The gentleman, Mr. Kooney, is recognized
on the Michlovic amendment.
Mr. KOONEY. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Mr. Speaker, this evening we have a unique oppo~tunity.
Tonight we have an opportunity to back our words with our
actions. All of us in this General Assembly who profess to be
concerned about crime and violence, the type of crime and
senseless violence that occurs in the streets of Philadelphia and
Pittsburgh, but as importantly, that occurs in the streets of
Bethlehem and Allentown and Easton, have an opportunity to
take a small step, a very small step, in the right direction by
supporting the Michlovic amendment and imposing a statewide
ban on assault weapons.
Mr. Speaker, I submit to my colleagues that the people of
this Commonwealth are afraid. We have witnessed and we are
experiencing a decline in the fiber that binds us as a society.
I would like to call the members' attention to an article that has
appeared in this moming's Pluladelphia Inquirer written by Mr. w
Ace1 Moore. In it, Mr. Moore suggests that in parts of
Philadelphia and in parts of this State the Fuller Brush
salesman has been replaced by a door-to-door gun salesman.
I think that speaks very poorly about where we are as a
society.
I had an opportunity to visit the Broughal Middle School,
which is in my district, a few weeks ago, and there I found
that parents are literally arming their children and allowing
them to go to school in that fashion for fear that they will not
come home as safely as when they sent them out the door.
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I would just like to address the assertion that nobody is
shot with assault weapons. Obviously, that is not so. All we
need to do is witness the fact that in Allentown, Pennsylvania,
in Ms. Kitter's district, just 9 days ago a person walked into a
nightclub loaded for bear with an assault weapon and shot two
people.
Mr. Speaker, as I said earlier, tonight we have an
opportunity to take a small step, but yet 1 believe it is a
symbolic step, a step in the right direction, and it will allow us
to go home and hack our words with our actions by saying that
this General Assembly is serious about combating crime and
violence that occurs every day in the streets of this
Commonwealth. Thank you.
The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman and
recognizes Representative Phillips on the Michlovic
amendment.
Mr. PHI1,LPS. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
When we get into an issue such as this where lives are
being lost, it offen becomes a very emotional issue and
probably rightfully so.
So oflen we hear about a lot of things and we get a lot of
misrepresentation, and we would almost think that these assault
weapons are used every day to kill people and really that no
one should own onc. As we heard by a previous speaker, they
get the statistics of I'hiladelphia ,and Pinsburgk and these
assault weapons which are on the list to be banned out of over
500 homicides, only 4 of them were used that committed
homicides.
Banning assault weapons does not address the issue, and I
do not think we gain anything. We must address the real issue,
and that is violent crime. Violent criminals commit violent
crimes, and this is the issue we must address. We must get
these people off the streets.
In my district, without question, there arc more guns than
there are people, and yet in the past year and years before that,
there has not been one homicide where a gun has been used.
In the past year there have been four homicides - 1 week ago
one homicide with a switchblade; approximately 2 months
before that one homicide with a hatchet. We had a homicide
where a pillow was used to smother an individual, and then we
also had a homicide where a wooden club was used. So I
guess the thing I ask is, what about these people? What are we
going to do to protect these people? What type of legislation
are we going to pass that we can keep these people from
killing people, and banning guns would do nothing in this case.
As you see, we need help also. I submit to you that I want
to see the criminal system deter crimes. We must take these
criminals off the street and we must have a stronger criminal
system, and we also have to institute family values. Family
values play a very important role. We should not pass laws to
affect law-abiding citizens. We should pass laws that will put
criminals behind hars. Therefore, I oppose the Michlovic
amendment.
The SI'EAKER. I h e Chair thank? the gentleman and
recognizes the gentleman from Allegheny County, Mr. Cowell,
on the Michlovic amendment.
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Mr. COWELL. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Mr. Speaker, Tom Michlovic deserves agreat deal of credit
for once again bringing this issue before this House of
Representatives. This clearly is an issue that a lot of people
would prefer not to deal with in this form. We, individually in
many cases and certainly institutionally, are a lot better talking
about these problems of violence in our speeches and in our
newsletters and when we pass resolutions on the floor of this
House, such as we did just a couple of weeks ago when we
created a select committee to look at the problems of violence,
but we are not so enthusiastic and we are not so good and we
are not so effective when we have real issues such as this
presented to us where we have an opportunity to do some
doing rather than just do some talking.
Mr. Speaker, the last time Tom Michlovic brought this to
our attention and gave us an opportunity to vote on this kind
of proposal I believe was in 1989, and shortly before he
brought this to our floor, I believe on two occasions within
about a week and a half, there was an incident in his
legislative district in a neighborhood that is now part of my
legislative district, and in that incident a young man who was
thrown out of a party went off and got his assault weapon and
went back to the site of the party and sprayed the front porch
and killed a young woman, a young woman who lived in Dick
Olasz' district.
The question for us now and really the question for which
we ought to be held accountable is, how many people have
died as a result of these kinds of weapons since we last passed
up the opportunity to do something? Was it 1, was it 2, was it
10, was it 20? Whatever the number, how do we explain away
that number in light of our failure to act? Do we go hack and
say it was too insigmficant a number? Do we go back to the
family members of those perhaps few and say that they are
statistically insignificant for us to do anything? Do we explain
our unwillingness to act on those grounds?
Mr. Speaker, I think that there is little doubt that sooner or
later this General Assembly will do something about the issues
of certain kinds of guns, these kinds of guns that are intended
to and are used to kill people. The only real questions, Mr.
Speaker, are, how much violence will occur; how many more
people will die before we choose to do something; how many
more awful tragedies will occur before we get some backbone
around here?
Mr. Speaker, the opponents of this amendment offer a
number of reasons why we should oppose the Michlovic
amendment. We have been told by one of the opponents that
those folks in urban areas, who allegedly have this problem to
a greater degree, should not bring your problems back to my
district. But, Mr. Speaker, many people who would share that
view and who would tell some legislators and some citizens of
this Commonwealth, do not bring your problem to my more
rural district perhaps, are the very first p p l e to stand up and
support HB 185, which is intended to make sure that those
same legislators and their elected officials and their
constituents do not try to solve these problems in their
backyard; they are the very same people to come here and say

2296

LEGISLATIVE JOURNAL

that we need statewide uniformity and we are not going to
provide the flexibility for folks to solve their problems or
address their problems in their own neighborhoods and their
own wmmunities where in fact the problems may be more
severe.
We have got to quit talking out of both sides of our
mouths. We either want to do something on a statewide basis
or we at least ought to have the guts to get out of the way for
those people that do want to address problems in their own
neighborhoods, in their own districts, in their own
communities.
We have been told that we really need to go after those
who abuse the firearms; the gun is not the problem. The
message there is, let us wait until somebody dies and then we
will try to do something. Then we should apprehend the
perpetrator. The suggestion is, we have no responsibility at all
to tly to prevent death, and I think that is wrong. I think that
is a terrible mistake for us to embrace, that kind of philosophy
that we are only going to be concerned and we are only going
to act afler somebody has gone off and killed somebody,
whether it is the hardened criminal who has acted or whether
it is a person who is insane and thoughtless, mindless, or the
pelson who is so filled with hate, whatever the case might be.
I think we have an obligation to do all that we can to keep
these kinds of weapons out of the hands of people who will
use these weapons to kill. I think a lot of
Pennsylvanians-frankly, I think most Pennsylvanians-are
getting a little sick and tired of the shallow argument that guns
do not kill, that people kill. People use guns to kill. The person
without the gun is not so likely to kill somebody. Let us quit
begging the point. Let us quit ducking the issue. Let us
recognize that the ease with which people, anybody, can get
some of these weapons contributes to people dying in this
Commonwealth, and we have a responsibility for that, whether
we want to own up to it or not.
We have also been told that this is the wrong list of guns,
but those who would argue that this is the wrong list of guns
have not come forward and suggested that there is a correct list
of guns that we ought to be addressing in this form of
legislation. They really do not believe that we should address
the issue at all. It is not an issue of the wrong list; it is a
question of no list for them. I reject that kind of thinking
because I think it is appropriate and it is responsible for us to
address the issue with an appropriate list of guns, and if this
list is inappropriate, where is the correct list, where are the
corrections? We have got to look to folks for more than just a
position where they say this is the wrong list but in the
alternative they offer no list.
We were also told that only I percent of the oftices who
have died, the policemen who have died have been killed with
one of the weapons on this list. Which one of us in this House
would want to go to the widowed spouse or to the kids of that
1 percent of those officers and again tell them that their
spouse, their father, their mother was statistically insigniticant,
too insignificant for us to be willing to do something that
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might have saved their life during the last seveml years or
might save the lives of other officers in the years to come.
Mr. Speaker, it is about time that we own up to our
responsibility. This is not just the beginning to take guns away W
from responsible hunters and responsible men and women
across this Commonwealth. There are few people in this
chamber who would take that step, and they surely would not
enjoy majority support in this chamber or the other chamber.
So that is not a real threat. That is a red flag that has floated
around from time to time, but that is simply an excuse to do
nothing.
This is not a foot in the door to awful thngs. It is a limited
but appropriate response on the p d of this General Assembly t
to do something that a huge majority of Pennsylvanians want
us to do something about.
I urge that we quit playing with the false arguments; we
quit playing on the fears of people legitimate hunters and
sportsmen across this Commonwealth and people who want
appropriate guns to defend themselves. Let us quit playing to
those fears and let us address the real issue before us. Are we
going to once and for all say, on a uniform, statewide basis,
you are not going to have these kinds of assault weapons in
Pennsylvania? We do not want them; we do not want them
because they kill people; they hurl people; they have no place
here any longer.
I hope that we have the courage to answer yes to the
question Tom Michlovic has posed. I urge that we adopt the
Michlovic amendment.
The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman from
Allegheny.
For the membership's awareness, the gentleman, Mr. Leh,
then Levdansky, then Fairchild, and Gamble. The next four are
I.eh, Levdansky, Fairchild, and Gamble.
The gentleman, Mr. Leh, is recoguzed on the Michlovic
amendment.
Mr. LEH. Mr. Speaker, the Michlovic amendment deals
with assault rifles primarily. I think the only handgun there
4,
would be an Ud,and that is already banned if it is automatic.
I have a newspaper article at my desk here. I am assuming
it is correct, because today we have not heard very much about
statistics. The newspaper article that 1 am in possession of
states that for Washington, DC-that is pretty much the crime
capital of the world, too, even outside the capital-statistics for
Washington, DC,between the years of 1990 and 1992, there
were 1,398 homicides committed. Now, how many of those .
.
I
homicides do you think were committed by rifles of any kind,
not just assault weapons, rifles of any kind? l,398? Were there
1,500 maybe? 150? 50? 101 5? I will tell you, Mr. Speaker,
not one, not one of those 1,398 homicides in Washington, M),
was committed by a rifle, and according to theFBI statistics,
nationally that percentage is 3.1. Of all the homicides
committed, 3.1 are committed by rifles.
So why are we voting on this legislation? I think I can tell
you why. Because this body, in its trdditional form, wants to
go back home before the holidays and deliver a Christmas
present to our constituents when in fact it is really a Flalloween
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trick. This is a scam because this is not going to solve the
crime problem; this is not going to stop people from being
murdered in the streets. Tlus legislature has to get down to
business ,and deal with crime in a responsible manner, not a
scam on the citizens of this Commonwealth.
Gun ownership in our country and in our State is not about
hunting; it is about the right of one to protect himself, his
family, and his property. Although it was alluded to by my
very apt colleague from Berks County, the Second Amendment
of the Constitution, I would like to read it for you, the last part
of it: "...the right of the people to keep and bear arms, shall
not be infringed." To me that is very plain. A fmnboy can
understand that. What about Article I, section 21, of the
Pennsylvania Constitution? That is even clearer and more
precise. "The right of the citizens to bear m s in defense of
themselves...shall not be questioned." These are not privileges
that are granted to us by those two Constitutions; they are
recognized by those two documents. These rights have existed
long before the Colonies. In fact, they were even recognized
in the English Bill of Rights of 1688.
Yes, we have murder; we have crime, but let us have the
intestinal fortitude to deal with it. Let us just not pass a seam
and go back home and tell our people that we have done
something great. 1 would ask this body to vote down the
Michlovic amendment. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
The SPEAKER The gentleman from Allegheny, Mr.
Levdansky, is recognized on the Michlovic amendment.
Mr. LEVDANSKY. 'Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Mr. Speaker, I do not think any of us are following in any
delusions in believing that crime and violence in our
community is going to he easily resolved. I think most of us
understand that the problems of crime in our communities are
going to demand a con~prehensive kind of solution, and I
would suggest to you that the Michlovic amendment represents
but one piece of an overall solution to a war on crime in our
communities. Other pieces of that solution also need to
incorporate some of the suggestion3 from the NRA and their
advocates that would say that we need to enhance our
incarceration rates and we need some predictable measures for
punishment for thosc that commit crimes with guns. I agree
with that. I do not disagree at all. I also believe that we need
to enhance and strengthen our safety, education, and training
programs for those people that choose to purchase and to use
guns.
I would further suggest to you that one day, either at the
national or State level, we need to address the issue of the
proliferation of violence in our mass media, because I think
that has something to contribute towards the problem as well.
In short, I am saying I do not have .any delusions that the
Michlovic amendment is going to resolve the problem with
crime in our communities, but it is part of a cornprehensivc
solution and that is why I support it.
I also want to say that I find it a little hit ironic here today
that the NRA is arguing against local ordinances to control the
proliferation of weapons of mass destruction. On the one hand,
they make the argument thdt we have a c m y quiltwork and
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patchwork of local laws and ordinances that do not solve the
problem, and yet when we a! the State level and when our
colleagues at the national level try to pass meaningful
legislation to address this issue, they fight you on a
comprehensive, on a national and State scale as well. When
will the NRA and their allies in the sportsmen's community
belly up to the bar and be part of the solution at the State level
or at the national level? They cannot have it both ways, and
we have got to send that message to them.
I also want to point out to those of you perhaps that are not
aware of the ranks of the hunting fraternity in this State, you
need to understand that not all sportsmen, the rank-and-file
sportsmen and the rank-and-tile NRA members do not a m e
with the NRA policy on these kinds of measures. I have just
completed a survey in Allegheny, Washington, and
Westmoreland Counties, and I have gotten responses back that
tell me that over 60 percent of my sportsmen are members of
the N M and over 57 percent of them disagree with the NRA
and the sportsmen's position on this issue, yet you are being
told by the same representatives of the NRA and the
sportsmen's clubs what the sportsmen want. I do not think they
know what they want. I think you know because you are closer
to the rank-and-file sportsmen and hunters in your legislative
district and you need to use your judgment on this measure.
1 would also submit to you that, you know, as a legislator
and as a hunter and as an NRA member, I happen to believe
at this point that the N M and some of the sportsmen's groups
are really more interested in protecting the interests and the
rights of the gun and the munition manufacturers than they are
in defen&ng my legitimate right to bear arms, to defend
myself and my home and my property, and they sure as heck
do not concern themselves that much about my rights as a
sportsman to have accessibility to public hunting in this State.
All those interests have sort of taken second place when it
comes to representing the true people who serve to gain by the
defeat of this measure.
Let me finally also say, Mr. Speaker, that, you know, there
was an old saying back in the sixties and seventies, "If you are
not part of the solution, you are part of the problem." The
problem is the accessibility and the proliferation ofweapons of
mass destruction. The solution is the Michlovic amendment;
the partial solution to the problem is the Michlovic
amendment. You have a chance today to decide if you as a
legislator are going to be part of the solution or are you going
to be part of the problem. Be part of the solution and vote for
the Michlovic amendment.
Let me also finally point out that on this issue, on the issue
of banning certain classes of semiautomatic firearms, the
NRA's position on this issue can be summed up very simply
in three words. NRA on this issue means, no rational
argument. Be a rational legislator and vote for this amendment.
'Thankyou.
The SPEAKER. 'The gentleman, Mr. Serafini, is recognized
on the Michlovic amendment.
Mr. S E W I N I . Would the maker of the amendment please
answer a few questions?

2298

LEGISLATIVE JOURNAL - HOUSE

The SPEAKER The gentleman. Mr. Michlovic, indicates
that he will stand for intermgation. Mr. Serafini should
proceed.
Mr. SERAFIM. Mr. Speaker, as I look through the list of
assault weapons, I am just wondering what defines these
weapons from a normal weapon and whether they are
automatic, semiautomatic, or pump, or whether they are pretty
much like a normal weapon except with a different type of a
look.
Mr. MICHLOVIC. Mr. Speaker, I took the list of assault
weapons which Representative Godshall put in his list as an
assault weapon, and I put it in my amendment. His definition
of "assault weapon" is acceptable to me. I have made one
exception to that. I took out the M-I rifle because hunters use
the M-l rifle for hunting. The rest of these weapons are not
used for hunting, as I understand it.
Also, you have on your desks a copy of pictures of every
one of these weapons. I ask you, take a look at it. Which one
do you want your kid having on that street? Which one is
acceptable to you? Those are assault weapons. They look like
assault weapons. They act like assault weapons. They are
assault weapons. We ought to get them off the street.
Mr. SERAFINI. Mr. Speaker, I understand that in
California when they have spomred such legislation, rifles
and assault weapons very similar to those which you would
like to eliminate were duplicated with different numbers and
put back on the shelves. Could this occur with your
legislation?
Mr. MICHLOVJC. Mr. Speaker, I attempt to remove that
option from manufacturers who wish to slightly modify a
weapon. On page 3 of my amendment, under section 6182,
subsection (I), I point out that "Another model by the same
manufacturer or a copy by another manufacturer of an assault
weapon listed in section 6181..., which is identical to one of
the assault weapons listed in that section except for slight
modifications or enhancements,..." and it goes on to say, would
be included in the definition of "assault weapon."
Mr. SERAFINI. Mr. Speaker, with that in mind. if the
coult is going to make a weapon termed an "assault weapon,"
how does the individual who owns one find out about that?
Would he have that weapon registered and then receive a letter
that he must do away with it?
Mr. MICHLOVIC. We, in passing this legislation, are
naming the types of weapons and the models of the weapon.
We would hope to advertise that fact. Those persons have a
responsibility within 60 days to register that weapon with the
Commissioner of the State Police if they wish to keep it, and
if they do so, they may use it on a target range for practice
firing, for competitive shooting, et cetera. But if they do not
register that weapon, then it is in violation of this law. and if
they are found in possession, it will be taken from them.
Persons not wishing to register and wishing to get rid of their
weapon may sell it to a licensed gun dealer or they may take
it to their local police department and the police department
will accept it and remove it.
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Mr. SERAFINI. With regard to the gun, what was that
statement you made? They give it to a certified gun dealer?
Mr. MICHLOVIC. A certified gun dealer is certified by the
Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms Bureau.
Mr. SERRFlNI. Mr. Speaker, thank you for answering
those questions. I appreciate it.
Mr. MICHLOVIC. You are quite welcome.
The SPEAKER The gentleman. Mr. Fairchild, is
recognized on the Michlovic amendment.
Mr. FAIRCHILD. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
1 kind of found the arguments compelling on both sides,
very interesting, but unfortunately, a lot of misinformation was
transmitted here today on the floor of the House. 1heard these
weapons that are referred to in the Michlovic amendment
referred to as machine guns, weapons of mass destruction.
They are not that. They are semiautomatic guns similar to a
semiautomatic shotgun or rifle. They are dressed up, some of
them, to look like and feel like military weapons. I guarantee
you, you can take an awfd lot of guns that are not on this list,
customize them in any way, any street thug that has any
imagination can customize these guns to look exactly like what
is being passed around here today. Ask your policeman
whether they would rather deal with a criminal who sticks an
automatic pistol in their face, oRentimes coming fmm a very
craftily concealed place on his or her body, than to try to carry
one of these wcalled automatic or semiautomatic weapons.
A mass weapon of destruction. 1st us take a look at the
facts. More people were killed in t h s Commonwealth with
baseball bats than the weapons that are listed on this
amendment. Now, does that mean we are going to ban baseball
bats as mass weapons of destruction? How about kitchen
knives? How about knives in general? I suppose that is another
form of mass weapons of destruction.
You have got to take a look at this from a technical aspect.
We all realize Philadelphia and Pittsburgh have a problem. We
realize that, and I think we are going to address it. We are
addressing crime on a nationwide basis, and we have to, but let
:
us not defer the argument to the guns; let us defer the
argument and fix the basis of what is wrong and why people
use guns to begin with.
The second part of my testimony is simply to represent a
body that may not have been represented very well today, and
that is the legal gun collector in Pennsylvania. These guns cost
approximately $800 to $1,000 apiece. There are gun collectors
in all 67 counties in Pennsylvania. These are legal gun 1
collectors who for various reasons, maybe it is because they
have got a patriotic sense of what America is about because
they served in World War I, World War n, the Korean war, or
the Vietnam war; maybe they want to have an M-16 lookalike; maybe they want an M-l Carbine or an M-14 because
they used it to protect this dam country.
Now, let us wise up. let us take a look at the technical
arguments, and let us defeat this amendment. Thank you.
The SPEAKER. The gentleman, Mr. Gamble; then the W
gentleman, Mr. James; then the gentleman, Mr. Staback
Gamble, James, and Staback.

-

1993

LEGISLATIVE JOURNAL

Mr. GAMBLE. Mr. Speaker, 1 have come full circle on this
issue. 'roday I oppose the outlawing of semiautomatic
weapons.
While some of my friends feel very strongly about this
amendment, I truly believe that it is a political facade. I do not
believe there is a politician here or anywhere else in the
country or anyone who has the answer to violent crime and the
increase of it in this country. The moral thread of 40 or 50
years ago is badly frayed-I thnk we all know that-of God
country, and family ethic, and the rise of the attitude "get out
of my way." "I don't care," that has caused the tremendous
increase in crime in Pennsylvania and this country.
We cannot legislate G o 4 country, family etluc in every
household in Pennsylvania. We could pass this amendment; we
could make this a law, and in fact we could pass a lot more
laws. We could pass a law to outlaw murder. We could outlaw
rape. We could outlaw crack and cocaine - using it, selling it,
sniffing it. We could outlaw armed robbely. We could outlaw
drive-by shootings and car-jacks, and we could outlaw
mayhem. Mayhem; that is what Mrs. Bobbitt did. In fact, what
we ought to do is outlaw everything that is illegal again.
Maybe thcn the criminals would finally get the message. They
would get the message that this General Assembly is serious
not serious about doing anything but serious about political
posturing, and that is all that we are doing here today, because
this will not make one iota of difference in the crime in the
cities, and you know it as well as I do.
And those young men that were in the car with all the
automatic weapons, if this amendment was signed into law last
week, 1 am sure those gun7 would not have been in that
vehicle? No.
What is the answer to crime? It is certainly not to disarm
the law-abidmg citizens. For starters, if we want to do
something, let us pass Tony 1)eLuca's bill on "three strikes and
you're out."
Vote "no" on the Michlovic amendment. Thank you.
The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman and
recognizes Representative James of Philadelphia on the
Michlovic amendment.
Mr. JAMES. l'hank you, Mr. Speaker.
Mr. Speaker, last week in the House we took a bite out of
crime by eliminating the Crime Commission, and now we want
to take another bite out of crime by some of us supporting
assault weapons. I would submit to you, Mr. Speaker, that
McGmff does not want you to take the bite out of crime that
way.
In 1965 when I came on the police department, we were
issued revolvers, six shots, and we were given clips of six
rounds on each side of our belt. When I retired in 1987, they
were talking in the police depanment offices about getting 357
Magnums, special units getting 357 Magnums. They started
SWAT (special weapons and tactics) tcams, et cetera. Now the
criminals, the ones that use the guns, they came and they
started getting automatic weapons and semiautomatic weapons
and all kinds of weapons and using weapons. So then the
police ofticers started changing their weapons. Now they are
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starting to have automatic and semiautomatic weapons, which
they need.
We as policymakers must send a message. We must send
a message that of course this is not going to stop crime; this
is not going to stop people from using guns; this is not going
to stop the criminals, but as policymakers we must send a
message, because solving and impacting on crime is putting a
puzzle together, and this is just a piece in putting that puzzle
together.
1 would hate to see tomorrow, Mr. Speaker, that CNN
(Cable News Network) or C-SPAN headlines say, PA says
okay to assault weapons.
You talked about in 15 years there has only been one
police officer somewhere that was shot with an automatic
weapon, but 1 would submit to you that if we do not send
some public policy out, the use of assault weapons is going to
rise, and there are going to be more police officers shot or hurt
and other people hurt as a result of assault weapons.
1 say that if we are going to pass and allow assault
weapons, maybe then we need to think about some financial
resources in terms of maybe taxing the bullets, so then we
could have a dedicated funding for police departments for
improving their vests and for other equipment.
Mr. Speaker, yesterday we had a number of police
organizations represented here, and for the record I just want
to tell you who they were, because I had asked someone last
week about did they talk to the F.O.P. (Fraternal Order of
Police) in regard to the assault weapons, and they indicated
that they dd. Yesterday we had the sheriff of Philadelphia,
John Green; we had Deputy Police Commissioner Seamon,
representing Philadelphia Police Commissioner Richard Neal.
We had correspondence with all the people that were here:
Jack Wagner, Pittsburgh city council president; John Street,
Philadelphia city council president; Donald Murphy, York city
3
council president; the mayor of Pittsburgh, Mayor Masloff; I
Kendell sent correspondence, the Philadelphia mayor;
Pennsylvania State Fraternal Order of Police; Philadelphia
Fraternal Order of Police; Pennsylvania State Guardians; the
National Organization of Black Law Enforcement Executives;
the International Association of Chiefs of Police, which
adopted a resolution; the Pennsylvania Chiefs of Police
Association, which will take it up this week; the N.dti0nal
Black Police Association; the Guardian Civic League of
Philadelphia; the Pennsylvania National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People; Lynne Abraham, the district
attorney of Philadelphia.
I am saying, regardless if it is an automatic weapon or a
semiautomatic wcapon or a half-automatic weapon, if we have
all of the police agencies saying we do not want it, let us ban
it, then let us support them. Let us be the public-policy makers
we are and support the Michlovic amendment. Thank you.

THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE
(PHYLLIS MUNDY) PRESIDING
The SPEAKER pru tempore. The Chair thanks the
gentleman.
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The gentleman, Mr. Staback is recognized on the
amendment.
Mr. STABACK. Thank you, Madam Speaker.
I stand to oppose the banning of any list of firearms. I
personally think it is going to set a bad precedent.
There is a better way, Madam Speaker. We need to
regulate firearms, not ban them. If we ban 1 gun today, we are
going to be asked to ban 2 guns t o m o m , 6 guns next week,
10 guns next month, and 100 guns next year.
Madam Speaker, criminals commit crimes. We need to
direct our gun laws at those who misuse firems in crimes,
and banning guns is not the answer to the crime problem.
Although it is true that some of the guns we are asked to ban
are sometimes used in crime, the truth is that most of these
firearms are owned by law-abiding people who have them for
target shooting, personal defense, and gun collecting.
Madam Speaker, we have 3 million gun owners in
Pennsylvania, and they expect us to have a better solution to
the crime problem than banning their guns. We hope that we
are helping to prevent crime by subjecting these firearms to the
waiting period and the background checks pmvided for in the
Uniform Firearms Act. But in the final analpis, Madam
Speaker, crimes with guns will continue until we take those
who misuse firearms out of circulation.
Madam Speaker, I, too, would ask for a "no" vote on the
Michlovic amendment.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the
gentleman and recognizes Mr. King.
Mr. KING. Thank you, Madam Speaker.
First of all, let me say that on both sides of the aisle I
certainly respect the emphasis on this subject from each
member who bas gotten up and spoken today. But as I have sat
here for the last hour or so and listened to the speakers, 1 have
listened and heard things like do the right thing, own up to it,
and have backbone. I have listened to people say about the
concerns of the F.O.P., and I can share with you that as a
father of a police oWcer, 1 can say to you that one of the
biggest concerns that apolice officer has is seeing the criminal,
the violent criminal, walk out of jail shortly after he has been
apprehended.
As I have listened to people across the aisle, whom 1would
consider to be very liberal people as I have sat here for the last
3 years and listened to their legislation that they have put forth,
I have heard them time and time again get up and speak out
against one bill in particular - a bill that would have pmvided
a death penalty for car-jacking, a bill that we passed through
this House with great opposition from certain members, a bill
that went to the Governor's desk and was promptly vetoed.
For the last 30 years we have had people on death row in
Pennsylvania. Just within the last week, a death warrant signed
by Acting Governor Singel was set aside with another court
challenge.
Where is the outcry in this chamber today from those same
tibeds who want us to ban these guns, and essentially ban all
guns, where is the outcry today in response to our Surgeon
General just last week calling for legalization of drugs in our
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country? Where is the outcry of this message of surrender from
one of the chief oficers of our administration in Washington
that sends a message of surrender to our teenagers, a message
of surrender that we cannot combat the war on crime? Where
is the message to you that for the last 30 years we have been
sending legislation across our great aisles in all of our State
chambers that has coddled the criminal and that has made lawabiding people victims in their own homes?
You just do not get it, do you? You just do not get it that
those liberal, bleeding-heart legislative acts have now brought
violence back into your neighborhoods, and you think the
answer is to make law-abiding citizens have a more restrictive
law placed on them. You just do not get it. Sign the death w
warrants. Put the people on death row through the final act of
justice as they had to do the Colombian drug lord, and you
will cease to have these guns picked up on the streets of
Philadelphia and Allegheny County and used against your
neighbors.
Get up here and stand with us over here who say enough
is enough of coddling the criminals. Put them in jail after those
same police officers have gone out there and put their lives on
the line to apprehend them. Put them in jail and keep them
there. Build the prisons; make our streets safer, but let us
'~
protect the Second Amendment and keep our guns in our
homes.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the
gentleman and recognizes Mr. Saurman.
Excuse me; a little order, please.
The gentleman, Mr. Saurman, is recognilzd on the
amendment.
Mr. SAURMAN. Thank you, Madam Speaker.
Madam Speaker, it is hard to follow an act like that,
obviously.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the gentleman yield for
a moment.
We are going to be here an awfully long time if we have
to wait for order.
Mr. S a m a n may proceed.
Mr. SAURMAN. Thank you.
I suppose that it would be wise to just say amen and sit
down. We just witnessed, actually, an assault by a weapon of
a very strong individual.
Let me say that there are, as has been indicated, many
assault weapons. The real problem as has been stated is the
criminal, because a single criminal commits hundreds and w
many times thousands of crimes, and more important and more
angering to the general public is when they look at the list of
priors that someone has behind their name, the crimes that they
have committed, crimes of violence, senseless crimes, and they
are back out on the street, and that is why what Representative
King was saying is so important. But we also need to look at
what Representative Clymer was saying, because this is not an
issue of simply taking a list of weapons and saying they are
going to be banned.
W
What we are talking about is violence, and what we need
to recognize is that in our culture today, we have selected
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violence. We not only allow violence to take place in our
civilization and our society but we encourage it. w e sit before
the television set and watch somebody go in with their helmet
or a cast that is maybe taped and attempt to injure seriously
the quarterback of the opposing team, and we cheer. We like
violence. We watch a pitcher throw a beanball in retaliation,
and we cheer, because we accept and we like violence. Walk
into any department store and look what is on the shelves.
Look what loving parents and grandparents are buying for their
kids: all kinds of weapons that have been described on this
sheet so that those kids can act out the violence that they see
on television every single night, more times than they see even
their parents. And if we want to talk about violence, we want
to talk about something to do, let us attack violence and let us
see what it is that is causing the crime, and let us deal with it
and let us not play games by saying we are going to take this
set of weapons and we are going to disallow them while we
allow the criminal to walk, while we sell alcohol from the
State, and while we allow drugs in our prison, because
prisoners come out of jail when that door opens and they are
addicts.
We have serious problems. It is not the guns: it is the
culture in which we are living; it is the tolerance that we have
come to accept. Thank you.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the
gentleman and recognizesMr. RYAN. Madam Speaker?
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair recognizes Mr.
Ryan.
Mr. RYAN. Madam Speaker, I would like the attention of
the gentleman, Mr. Itkin.
In discussions earlier today there had been a promise of a
solt, I thought, that we would be out of here at 6:30. Based on
that promise, I know a lot of people made plans. I am one of
them. I know that is going to break some hearts.
There is another reasow I am going to make a motion, but
prior to doing that, I have another reason for interrupting the
flow at the moment, if I may, and it has to do with what we
are doing on the floor here tonight.
1 frankly am going to make a motion that we adjoum for
the evening, but prior to doing that, I would like to say that for
one reason or another that I really cannot explain right now,
because I do not have a good explanation, some of the contents
of HB 185 and thc Michlovic amendment really got by us
got by some of our members, got by me, got by some of our
staff people, or if it did not get by them it was not told to, at
least the consequences of some of these amendments were not
told to me in the way that my little brain could readily digest
and I honestly want some of the evening and early morning
to take another look at IIB 185 and these amendments with the
hope, not really the expectation but celtainly the hope, that
there may be some middle ground that is going to be doable
and give us an oppoltunity to leave here no one fully satisfied
but no one completely disappointed.
On that basis, Madam Speaker, I would at this time yield
to the majority leader, of course, because he is going to have
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something to say about the remarks I just made, I am cenain.
But at such time as would be approPhate afler he is finished,
consider that I have made a motion to adjoum until 9:30 a.m.
tomorrow morning.
Madam Speaker, it is my understanding that it is the
preference of the majority leader that rather than an
adjournment to a specific time, we recess until the call of the
Chair, which would probably be until 9:30 tomorrow morning.
I have no objection to that.
Mr. ITKIN. Madam Speaker, I promised the House that we
would be out around 6:30. It is now almost 20 d e r 7, and I
am willing at this time to stop the proceedings of the House
and recess the House to the call of the Chair, which my desire
is to come in at 9:30 tomorrow morning. But I want to point
out, we will then continue dealing- At that time the issue
before the House, the first order of business, will be the
adoption of the Michlovic amendment, and so I just want to
make it clear that that will be the first order of business, and
we will go from there.
Consequently, Madam Speaker, I move that this House do
now recess until the call of the Chair.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the gentleman please
defer his motion for housekeeping.
Members are free to leave. There will be no funher votes
taken this evening.

INSURANCE COMMITTEE MEETING
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair recognizes Mr.
Colaizzo for an announcement.
Mr. COLAIZZO. Madam Speaker, I would like to
announce that there will be an Insurance Committee meeting;
an Insurance Committee meeting originally scheduled for 9:30
a.m. tomorrow is being changed to 9:15 a.m. The meeting will
still be held in room 418, the minority caucus mom, at 9:15
a.m. tomorrow. Thank you.
The SPEAKER pm tempore. Insurance Committee meeting,
9: 15 tomorrow morning.

COMMITTEE MEETINGS CANCELED
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair recognizes
Chairman Wright.
Mr. D. R WRIGHT. Madam Speaker, I would announce
that the Committee on Consumer Affairs, the meeting
scheduled for in the morning at 9:30 has been canceled. The
Consumer Affairs Committee meeting has been canceled that
was scheduled for 9:30 tomorrow.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Consumer Affairs Committee
meeting for tomorrow moming has been canceled.
The Chair recognizes the gentleman, Mr. Santoni.
Mr. SANTONI. Madam Speaker, I would like to announce
a schedule change and cancellation of meetings for tomorrow.
Since we are scheduled to convene at 9 3 0 a.m. tomorrow,
the House Urban Affairs Committee meeting scheduled for 10
a.m. is being canceled.
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Mr. SANTONI. The Subcommittee on Third-Class Cities
and Counties will meet at 9.15 a.m. tomonow instead of 9:45
in m m 39, East Wing. Thank you.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thanks the
gentleman.

BILL REMOVED FROM TABLE
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair recognizes the
majority leader.
Mr. ITKIN. Madam Speaker, I move that SB 369 be
removed from the table.
On the question,
Will the House agree to the motion?
Motion was agreed to.

BILL ON THIRD
CONSIDERATION POSTPONED
The House proceeded to IIB 294, PN 2283, on third
consideration postponed entitled:
An Act amending the act of May 17, 1921 (P.L.789, No.285),

known as The Insurance Department Act of 1921, further
providing for application of the act and for group policies.
On the question recurring,
Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration as
amended?

BILL TABLED
The SPEAKER pm tempore. The Chair recognizes the
majority leader.
Mr. ITKIN. Madam Speaker, I move that HB 294 be
placed on the table.

On the question,
Will the IIouse agree to the motion?
Motion was agreed to.

BILL REMOVED FROM TABLE
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair recognizes the
majority leader.
Mr. ITKIN. Madam Speaker, I move that IIIB 294 be
removed from the table.
On the question,
Will the IIouse agree to the motion?
Motion was agreed to.

HOUSE BILLS
INTRODUCED AND REFERRED
NO. 2357
By Representatives SCRIMENTI, CANNON,
MIHALICII and KIRKLAND

- HOUSE
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An Act regulating professional photographers; establishing the
State Board of Professional Photographers; and making an
appropriation.

Referred lo Committee onPROFESSIONAL LICENSURE, b
December 14, 1993.

No. 2358
By Representatives LAUB, SAURMAN,
FICHTER, L. I. COHEN, FARGO, TIGUE, CESSAR,
HANNA, ROBERTS, ARMSTRONG, CONTI, WAUGII,
GEIST, SATHER, M. N. WRIGHT, FAIRCHILD,
GERLACH, CLARK, LEH, TRELLO, RUBLEY, FARMER,
FAIT, BAKEK, KING, PHILLIPS, IIENNESSEY, FLICK,
CIVERA, RAYMOND and LAUGHLIN

m

A Joint Resolution petitioning Congress to call a convention
to propose an amendment to the Constitution of the United States
to orohibitthe Federal Government from increasim costs of states
by'reducing the proportion of Federal funds allocayed to the states
or requiring new or increased costs for mandated activities or
services without funding.

Referred to Committee on FEDERALSTATE RELATIONS, December 14, 1993.
By Representatives SAURMAN, PLA'ITS,
No. 2359
ARMSTRONG, RUBLEY, NICKOL, STEIL, LEE, LEH
and SCHEETZ
An Act providing a loan program for small business in this
Commonwealth; establishing a fund; providing for powers and
duties of the Department of Commerce; and abolishing the
legislative initiative program.

Referred to Committee on BUSINESS AND ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT, December 14, 1993.

No. 2360
By Representatives SAURMAN,
MAITLAND, HENNESSEY, TIGUE, PETTIT, LYNCH,
SATHER, ROBINSON and MERRY
An Act amsndimg Title 20 (Decedents, Estates and Fiduciaries)
of the Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes, providing for an
attorney at law serving as a personal representative.

~

Referred to Committee on JUDICIARY, December 14,
1993.
By Representatives L. I. COHEN,
No. 2361
E. Z. TAYLOR, PETTIT, TRELLO, MARSlCO and
HARLEY
An Act amending Title 75 (Vehicles) of the Pennsylvania
Consolidated Statutes, further providing for penalties for speeding
buses.
Referred to Committee on TRANSPORTATION, December 14, 1993.

No. 2362
By Representatives L. I. COHEN, JOSEPIIS,
E. Z. TAYLOR, J. TAYLOR FAJT, GERLACH, TRELLO,
DALEY, STURLA, STEELMAN and FICHTER

w
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Referred to Committee on AGRICULTURE AND RURAL
AFFAIRS, December 14, 1993.

Referred to Committee on JIJDICIARY, December 14,
1993.

No. 2368
By Representatives NYCE, CORRIGAN,
TIGUE, YANDRISEVITS, RllTER, ROONEY,
BATI?STO, SEMMEL, D, W. SNYDER, HARLEY, LEH,
KREBS,"ARGALL, ALLEN and HENNESSEY

By Representatives L. I. COHEN, FARGO,
No. 2363
CESSAR, PETITT, IIANNA, PKI'S, DEMPSEY, GEIST,
CONTI, CURRY, NNL,OR, MIHALICII, CLARK,
TRELLO, DONATLICCI, FAJT, HUTCHINSON, DeLUCA,
IIENNESSEY, RAYMOND, WOGAN and 1. TAYLOR

An Act amending Title 66 (Public Utilities) o f the Pemsylvania Consolidated Statutes, further defming "pblic utility"; and
further providing for resale of utility services within manufactured
hOUSin~

An Act amending Title 18 (Crimes and Offenses) of the
Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes, further providing for restriction of operating privileges for certain offenses relating to
weapons.

By Representatives L. I. COHEN, DALEY,
No. 2364
PETTIT, P I P S , IIeLUCA, CONTI, CLARK,
HENNESSEY, RAYMOND, BAKER and J. T A W R
An Act amending the act of March 10, 1949 (P.1..30, No.14),
known as the Public School Code of 1949, providing for a school
crime line for the reporting o f crimes.

Referred to Committee on EDUCA'YION, December 14,
1993.
By Representatives VAN HORNE,
No. 2365
YANDRISEVITS, THOMAS, NYCE, MARKOSEK,
PISTELLA, ARMSTRONG, 'II1ELL0, FLICK and
CARONE
An Act amending the act of March 4, 1971 (P.L.6. No.2),
known as the l a x Reform Code of 1971, providing for manufactured housing.

Refemd to Committee on FINANCE, December 14, 1993.

No. 2366

By Representative MAYERNIK

An Act amend~ngthe act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30. No.14),
known as the Public School Code of 1949, further providing for
personal income valuation information and determinations.

Referred to Committee on EDUCA'I'ION, December 14,
1993.

No. 2367
By Representatives NY(:I(, ARMSTRONG,
GORDNEK, SAYI,OK, YANI)RISEVI'I'S, CARONE,
P E l T T , IWil,l.O, BOYliS, NICKOI,, FARGO,
FNRCHILI), MUNDY, CLAKK, REINAKD, RARLEY,
BELFAN'T1, SIZIL, FNI', ALLEN, RAKER, PHILLIPS,
IIENNESSEY. C;RIJI'PO, FREEMAN, SCHFXTZ and
KING
An Act amcndlng the act of December 19. 1974 (P.L.973.
No.319). known as the Pennsylvan~aFarmland and Forest Land

2303

Assessment Act a f 1974, further providing for determination of
amounts of taxes when use abandoned.

An Act amending Title 18 (Crimes and Offenses) of the
Pennsylvania Consolidated Stamtes, providing for the possession
or transportation o f certain firearms by minors; and providing
rrenalties.

Referred to Committee on JUDICIARY, December 14,
1993.

- HOUSE

Referred to Committee on CONSUMER AFFAIRS,
December 14, 1993.

I

By Representatives STURLA, BLAUM,
No. 2369
B m N , COY. BELFANTI. VAN HORNE, SURRA.
BAKER, FAJT, ROONEY, CURRY, DeLUCA, HERMAN,
MARKO~EK,G O ~ C ~ W LNE Y ,~
SANTONI,
~
STEELMAN, CESSAR, PISTELLA, TRELLO, FICHTER,
SAYLOR, MUNDY, PRESTON, LEDERER, GERLACH,
HENNESSEY, CIVERA, VEON, FREEMAN, WILLIAMS
and CAPPABIANCA
An Act establishing the Child Day-care Facilities Loan
Guarantee Fund; providing for terms and conditions o f loans and
for a penalty; and making an appropriation.

Referred to Committee on AGING AND YOUTH, December 14, 1993.
By Representatives LEH, TRELLO,
No. 2370
E. Z. TAYLOR, SCRIMENTI, NICKOL, ZUG, SCHEETZ,
TIGUE, RUBLEY, HERSHEY, EGOLF, TOMLINSON,
WAUGH, B M , HANNA, GEIST, TRUE, TANGREm,
HENNESSEY, DEMPSEY, BIRMELIN, STERN, DRUCE,
NYCE, KIRKLAND, CLARK, ROHRER, ROBERTS,
SAYLOR and MERRY
An Act amending the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14),
known as the Public School Code of 1949, further providing for
the majority vote of school boards.

Referred to Committee on EDUCATION, December 14,
1993.

No. 2371
By Representatives KUKOVICH,
DeWEESE, MANDERINO, E. Z. TAYLQR, MARKOSEK,
CARONE, JAROLIN, DERMODY, GRUPPO, DeLUCA,
PISTELI,A, I.AUB, HENNESSEY, ROONEY,
TANGWITI, KENNEY, LAWLESS, VEON, TRICH,
GIGLIOTI'I, SCRIMENIT, RAYMOND, VAN HORNE,
LAUGIII.IN, COY, JOSEPHS, TRELU), BELFANTI,
LYNCH, BUNI; FAJT, ADOLPH, L. I. COHEN,
KIRKLAND, WI1,LIAMS and PETRARCA
An Act providing for the establishment o f an epilepsy services
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program; and making an appropriation.

1

Refer& to Committee on HEALTH AND WELFARE,
December 14, 1993.

DECEMBER 14

FAIRCHILD, TRELLO, FARGO, MAITLAND,
WOZNIAK, BROWN, MELIO, MANDERINO,
RAYMOND, CIVERA. BUNT. DRUCE and CARN
An Act imposing a limitation on requuing title insurance in
connection with the issuance of a mortgage commitment on
residential real property; and imposing a penalty.

No. 2372
By Representatives COWELL,
D. R WRIGHT. STAIRS. ROBINSON. HERMAN.
B A ~ S T O M~JNDY,
,
H ~ S K A CURRY,
,
S T ~ A ,
DALEY, TULLI, RAYMOND, CARONE, E. Z. TAYLOR,
COLAFELLA, COY, LESCOVITZ, KENNEY,
LEVDANSKY, MIHALICH, McCALL, TRELLO,
COLAIZZO, PETRARCA, MERRY, MASLAND,
ARGALL' SANToN1' BUXTON' FARGO'
CAWLEY, GIGLIO'W KUKOVICH, SCRIME-3
FAJT,
HANNA, TRICH, VAN HORNE, LAUGHLIN, CESSAR,
BAKER, PISTELLA, MANDERINO, PRESTON, SURRA,
YANDRISEVITS, SEMMEL, MELIO, LIJCYK, DURHAM,
FREEMAN, CNERA, CAPPABIANCA, THOMAS,
ROONEY, WOGAN, JOSEPHS and GORDNER

-

Referred to Committee on JUDICIARY, December 14,
1993.

No. 2376

By Representative GRUITZA

An Act amending Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure)
of the Pennsylvania Coosalidated Statutes, further providing for
exceptions to governmental immunity for f i e companies selling
or distributing alcoholic beverages.

b

Referred to Committee on JUDICIARY, December 14,

1

No. 2377

By Representatives THOMAS, PETRONE

An Act amending the act of January 25. 1966 (1965 P.L.1546.
andMANDERINO
No.541). entitled "An act providing scholarships and providing
funds to secure Federal funds for qualified students of the
An Act amending the act of May 28, 1937 (P.L.955, No.265),
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania who need financial assistance to
known as the Housing Author~tiesLaw, providing for the particiarrcnd pdstsucondar) l n s l ~ t u t l ~ nufs hlgllrr Icam~ng.making an
pation of women and minorities in contracts let by housing
approprlatlun, and pruvld~ngfar thc adm~nlslratldnof rhls act."
authorities of first class cities.
further p r o v ~ d ~ nfur
g the amounl ~ ~ f s c h o l a r s hand
~ p stor e l ~ y ~ b.~ l ~ r y
for scholarships.
Referred to Committee on URBAN AFFAIRS, December 14, 1993.

Referred to Committee on EDUCATION, December 14,

1993.

No. 2373
By Representatives HARLEY, DENT,
CESSAR, LAUB, CARONE, FAJT, KREBS, CHADWICK,
TRELLO, MAITLAND, PLATTS, PETIIT, HANNA,
CLARK, ROBERTS, FARMER, RUBLEY, HUTCHINSON
and SCHEETZ
A Joint Resolution proposing an amendment to the Constitution o f the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, further providing for
terms of members.

Referred to Committee on STATE GOVERNMENT,
December 14, 1993.
No. 2374
By Representatives GRUITZA, PRESTON,
SURRA, PISTELLA, MELIO, RAYMOND, DeLUCA,
HUTCHMSON, CIVERA, BUNT, DALEY, LAUGHLIN,
THOMAS, PITI'S, GEIST, KENNEY, COY, MIHALICH,
GORDNER, LEDERER, SATHER, B. SMITH,
SCRIMENTI, VAN HORNE, HENNESSEY, TANGRETI?,
ROBERTS, OLASZ, FARMER, WNATUCCI, WOZNIAK,
BROWN, DURHAM, BAKER and GIG1,IOTIl
An Act amending the act of March 4, 1971 (P.L.6, Na.2).
known as the Tax Reform Code of 1971, providing for an
exemption from filing a personal income tax return.

Referred to Comnuttee on FINANCE, December 14, 1993.
No. 2375

By Reprcsentatives GRUITZA, STEIL,

No. 2378
By Representatives FICHTER, SAURMAN,
LAUB, CESSAR, SERAFINI, HENNESSEY, KIRKLAND,
MICHLOVIC, MILLER, TRELLO and LAUGIILIN
An Act amending the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30. No.14),
known as the Public School Code o f 1949, further providing for
health services.

Referred to Committee on EDUCATION, December 14,
1993.

No. 2379
By Representatives TRELLO, MICOZZIE,
GANNON, MURPHY, PETRONE, FARGO, MERRY,
LAUGHLIN, BUNT, RAYMOND, DeLUCA,
DONATUCCI, SEMMEL, OLASZ, McCALL, BELFANTI,
HALUSKA, NICKOL, DEMPSEY, KASUNIC,
E. Z. TAYLOR, GIGLIOTTI, GLADECK and REINARD
An Act amending the act of May 17, 1921 (P.L.682, No.284).
known as The Insurance Company Law of 1921, providing far the
filing of loss ratio guarantees.

v

Referred to Committee on INSURANCE, December 14,
1993.

BY Representatives BISHOP. C A W ,
NO. 2380
ROONEY, THOMAS, WASHINGTON, KIRKLAND.
OLIVER, ROEBUCK, JOSEPHS and M. COHEN
An Act amending Title I 8 (Crimes and Offenses) of the W
Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes, further providing for licenses
to carry firearms and for administrativc regulations for fuearms;

LEGISLATIVE JOURNAL - HOUSE

1993

and imposing duties on the Pennsylvania State Police and the
Legislative Reference Bureau.
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Referred to Committee on JUI)ICIARY, December 14,
1993.

An Act amending the act of June 11, 1968 (P.L.149, No.84),
known as the Volunteer Firemen's Relief Association Act, further
providing for the purposes for which funds may be expended;
authorizingcooperationagreements betweenvolunteer fuefighters'
relief associations; and making editorial changes.

HOUSE RESOLUTIONS
INTRODUCED AND REFERRED
By Representatives L. I. COHEN, GEIST,
No. 221
TRUE, SCRIMENTI, FARGO, CLARK, PITI'S, FICHTER.
ROBERTS, PE'ITII', RUBI,EY, TRELLO, DeLUCA,
E. 2. TAYLOR. STEII,, STIJRLA, M A L L , CIVERA,
SAURMAN, CORNELL, WOGAN and DERMODY

An e c t amending Title 66 (Public Utilities) of the Pemsylvania Consolidated Stahltes, providing for dissemination of telephone numbers and other identifying information.

BILLS REPORTED FROM COMMITTEES,
CONSIDERED FIRST TIME, AND TABLED

A Resolution directing the Committee on Aging and Youth to
study modifications in juvenile court procedures to ensure parental
participation in certain school-recommended activities.

HB 165, PN 2961 (Amended)
By Rep. GAMBLE
An Act amending the act of June I , 1945 (P.L.1242, No.428).
known as the State Highway Law, providing for the designation
and preservation of herttage routes.

Referred to Committee on RULES, December 14, 1993.
By Representatives L. I. COHEN,
No. 222
FICHTER, DALEY, DENT, CESSAR, PETTIT,
MARKOSEK, DEMPSEY, GEIST, CONll, TRELLO,
P E m R C A , MANDERINO, HENNESSEY and
IIALUSKA
A Resolution requesting the llepartment of Education to study

the need for alternative education programs.

Referred to Committee on EDUCATION, December 14,
1993.
By Representatives FLICK. WOGAN,
No. 223
RCJBLEY, FICIITEK, HENNESSEY, ROONEY,
GERLACII, TRELI.0, 'TOMLINSON and E. Z. TAYLOR
A Resolution diroctmg the Jud~ciaryCommittee to investigate

certain matters relating

to

nursing homes.

Referred to Committee on RULES, December 14, 1993.

SENATE BILLS FOR CONCURRENCE
'The clerk of the Senate, being introduced, presented the
following bills for concurrence:
SB 1046, PN 1437

Referred to Committee on AGRICU1:KJKE AND RURAL
AFFAIRS, December 14, 1993.
SB 1101, PN 1257

Referred to Committee on 'TRANSPORTATION, December 14, 1993.

BILLS SIGNED BY SPEAKER
The Chair gave notice that the Speaker had signed the
following bills:

TOURISM AND RECREATIONAL DEVELOPMENT.

HB 175, PN 2962 (Amended)
By Rep. GAMBLE
An Act to promote and encourage the protection, preservation

and conservation of locally designated scenic roads.

1

TOURISM AND RECREATIONAL DEVELOPMENT.

HB 2311, PN 2963 (Amended)
By Rep. RICHARDSON
An Act establishing a separate office in the Department of
Public Welfare to administer the cash and crisis components of
the Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program; and providing
for the funding of that program from the emergency tax on liquor.
HEALTH AND WELFARE.

GUESTS INTRODUCED
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair welcomes Jenna
O'Shea, a guest page for the day, who is the guest of Mr.
Piccola. Welcome to the hall of the House, Jenna.
The Chair welcomes McBee Butcher, a resident of the
149th Legislative District, who is the guest today of Representattve Ellen Harley.

RECESS
The SPEAKER pro tempore. This House stands in recess
to the call of the Chair.

AFTER RECESS
'The time of recess having expired, the House was called to
order.

THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE
(GREGORY C. FAJT) PRESIDING
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BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS PASSED OVER

)

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without objection, all
remaining bills and resolutions on today's calendar will be
passed over. The Chair hears no objection.

ADJOURNMENT
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair recognizes Repffisentative Matthew Baker.
Mr. BAKER. Mr. Speaker, I move that this House do now
adjourn until Wednesday, December 15, 1993, at 9:30 a.m.,
e.s.t., unless sooner recalled by the Speaker.
On the question,
Will the House agree to the motion?
Motion was agreed to, and at 10:59 p.m., e.s.t., the Rouse
adjourned.

1
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