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AN ACT

1 Amending Title 23 (Domestic Refations) of the Pennsylvania
2 Consol-idated Statutes, in general provisions relating to
: chil-dren and minors, providing for contracting and consent
4 certain minors.

The General- Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

by

hereby enacts as foffows:

Section 1. Titl-e 23 of the Pennsylvania

Statutes is amended by adding a section to
S 5106- Contractino ancl onsent bv certai-n

Consol-idated

read:

mi-nors.

(a) General rule--- Notwithstandino anv other orovision of
'l a w a manor ma contract for housino, emol-ovment, ourchase of

5

6

1

B

9

10

11

I2

13

I4

15

I6

L1

1B

an automobife. receiot of a student foan, admission to hiqh

school or oost-secondarv school - obtaininq medical care, openino

a bank account - acimi ssion to a shelter for victims of domest-i c

vio]ence or a homefess shelter and receipt of services as a

victim of domest-ic viofence or sexual- abuse, includinq, but not

I imi tecl to- counsel i no- cou rt advocacv, financial assistance and

other advocacv services, if:
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(1) The minor is at east 16 vears of aoe-

(2\ The minor is a homeless minor -

(3) The minor is seff-su ortin o and is wi thorrt the

phvsical or financiaf support of a oarent or I eoal ouarcli an-

( 4\ The minor's parent or l-e c' cfila rdian has con enal s t ecl

to t.he f h ren ts or le -f.1 L

ouardian's control. Consent mav be exoressecl or imo'l iecl as

folfows:
(i) Expressed consent shal-l be anv verbal- or written

statement made bv the paren I or I eoa'l oua rcl'i an of t.he

minor disolavino aporoval or a cI reeme t than t he m'i nor mAVt
I ive indeoendentfv of the rent's or le cIal- cIl'l ardian fs

controf.
(ii) Implied consent shall be anv action made bv the

parent or leqal quardian of t e mi nor that i nclicates that
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the parent or leqal quardi i s unwi'l l'i no or unabl e to

adequatelv care for the minor. The actions mav include,

but are not limi-ted to:
(A) barrinq the minor from the home or otherwise

indicating that the minor is not wel-celne to S!Cy;

(B) refusj-nq to provide anv or all financial

support for the minor; or

(C) abusinq or neqfectinq the mi-nor or

committinq an act of dome t'i c vi olence aoainst the

manor

(b) Contract for automobil-e insurance.--A homel-ess minor or

a minor who is 1 6 vears of age or older and who is in the feoal

custodv of a countv aqencv cler an orcler of a court of

comnet-ent rurisdiction mav contract for th e rllrrchase of

automobile insurance with the consent of the countv aoencv or
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the iuvenile court. The minor shal-l- be responsible for pavang

the costs of the insrrrance nr ums and shall be liable for

damaoes carrsecl bv the m'i n or's neolioent ooeration of a motor

vehicle- No corrnt-v aoencv. fo ster oarent or entitv orovi cli no

case manaoement of chi I clren on behalf of a countv aoencv shall

be resn onsible for oavinq anv insurance oremirrms nor liable for
anv damaoes of anv kind as a result of the operation of a motor

vehicle bv the minor.
(c) Contracl- for checki ncf or savinos account - --A home'l ess

mt no r or a minor who is 16 vears of acre or ol cle and who is in

the leoal custodv of a countv a encv under an order of a cortrt

of comoetent irrriscl iction ma contract for the ooeni no of a

checkinq or savinqs bank account wi-th the consent of the countv

acrenc or the uvenile court- The m'i nor shal 1 be resoonsible for
r)a l-n CI aff bankino-refatecl costs a ssociated with the checki no or
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savinos bank accorrnt ancl sha 1 be liable for anv and alf
penalties shoufd the minor viofate a bankinq aqreement. No

colrn t cIenc f oster parent or ent-it v nrov i cl i ncr case manaoementt
of children on behalf of a countv adencv shal I be responsible
fo r)a \/an cf an bank fees nor liabfe for anv rlena ties rel-ated tor
violation of a bankinq aqreement.

(d) Consent- for no cosl emeroencv shelter, housino ancl

re'l atecl se rvices. --A homefess minor mav cons ent to no cost

eme cIenc shelter, housino and relal,ecl .serrrir:es- if the homefessr
minor understands the benefils responsibilities. risks ancl

fimits of the shel-ter, housino and servi-ces and the homeless

m'1 nor a CT rees to adhere to the oroviclerrs rules and cooperate and

nartici ate in the services recommenclecl bv t he provider if:
( 1 ) the orovi cier ha s nol - despite reasonable efforts.

been able to contact the homeless minor's parent, leqaf
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guardian or leqaf custodian;
(2\ the provider has made contact with the homel-ess

minor's parent, legal guardian or l-egal custodian and the

homeless minor's parent, leqaf guardian or l-eqal custodian

has refused to qive consent and, based on the information

availab]e to the provider, the provider reasonablv bel-ieves

that the homeless minor would incur harm or wou]d be subiect

to threatened harm if the homeless minor returned immediately

to the home of the parent, fegal guardian or leqal custodian,'

or

(3) the homeless minor has refused to provide contact

information for the homeless minor's parent, legal quardian

or lega1 custodian, and the provider reasonablv believes that

the homefess minor would incur harm or would be subiect to
threatened harm if the homel-ess minor returned immediatel-v to

the home of the parent, lega1 quardian or l-egal- custodian.

(e) Duration of consent for no cost emergency shelter,

housing and related services. --Anv consent qiven under

subsection (d) bv a homeless minor shaff, for the duration of

the period of shelter or housinq and with respect to all

servj-ces, including medical servlces, be valid and bindinq as if

the homefess minor had reached the aqe of maioritv. The

followinq shall applv:

(1) The consent qiven under subsection (d) shall not be

sub-ject to fater disaffrglCrree bv reason of tne hqlqeless

minor's minoritv.
(2) A provider who renders emergencv shelter, housing

and related services to a homeless minor under and can

demonstrate compliance with s bsect i on ( cl ) sha I 'l be i mmu en

from anv civil or crlminal liabilitv based on the provider's
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det-ermi nat ion to orovide the emeroencv sh elter, housino and

elated services orovidecl that i f a nrovidert s assessment- anclr

determination or conduct in providinq emergencv shelter,
h ousr_n and related servi ces - i s the result of the orovi cler I scf

oross neolioenc e or will-ful or wanton acts or omissions, the

nrovicler mav be held liable for t-he orov ider's oross

necrl i oence or wi]]fu] or wanton acts r omtsst-ons.

(3) A orovider who renders emerqencv shelter, housing

and related services to a homeless minor sha 1l document in
wri t-i no t.he efforts made to contact the less minor's
na rent fe al ouardian or lecral custodi-an.

( 4) The orovi der shal1 report anv suspecte d chil-d abuse

or neolect t-o the countv aoencv or t-he l-ocaf police

department in accordance with this title.
efinitions.--As used in thi.s sec tion the foflowino(f) f)
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worcl s and nhrases shall have the mean l-n cf a cI iven to them in th'i s

subsection unless the context cl_earlv indicates otherwise

"Countv aqencv.rr As defined in section 5303 (rel-atino to
definitions).

ttHomeless mino . " An individual who is un T 18 vears of
aoe. who l-ives aoart f rom the i nciirzi clu al's carent, feoal
quardian or leoaf custodian and who lacks a fixed and regular
niohttime resi dence. The term includes the foffowinq:

('1 ) Chilcl ren and vouths who are sharino t he housino of

other individual-s due to loss of housinq, economic hardship

or other similar reasons, who are livinq in motef s, hotel-s,

trailer parks or campinq orounds due to the l-ack of
allernati vea te accommodations. who re livino in

emeroencv or transitional- shefters or who are
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(2\ Chilcl ren and vouths who have a nrimarv niohttime
residence that is a publlc or private pface not desiqned for
or ordinarilv used as a reoul r sleeoino accommocl ation for
human belnqs.

(3) Children and vouths who are ]ivino i cars, parks,

orrblic snaces- abandoned buildinos. substancl ard housino. bus

or train stations or similar settings.
( 4\ Mi crral-orv children, as defined uncler he El-ementarv
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and Seconcia rv ducation Act of 1965 (Public Law B9-10. 20

.\ C s 6301 et seo. ) . livincrin ei rcumstances under

ara ra h 1

ttMin r.) tr An i ncli rri rlrre f under 18 e A r q nf ,a.rA

ttProvider - tt An orqanizati-on establishecl t-o nr vide emeroencv

shel t-er to mi nors and to provide refated services, health care

SU lies.
Section 2. This act shall- take effect in 60 days.
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