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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

Rescinding the request to the Congress of the United States
that it call a Constitutional Convention to propose an
amendment to the Constitution to guarantee the right to life
to the unborn fetus.
WHEREAS, Under Article V of the Constitution of the United

States, amendments to the Federal Constitution may be proposed

by the Congress whenever two-thirds of both Houses deem it

necessary, or on the application of the Legislatures of two-

thirds of the several states, the Congress shall cal-I a

Constitutional Convention for the purpose of proposing

amendments; and

WHEREAS, By House Bill No. 7!, adopted by the House of

Representatives on April 5, 1978, and adopted by the Senate on

April It, 1-978, the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of

Pennsylvania requested the Congress of the United States to

prepare and submit to the several- states an amendment to the

Constitution of the United States to guarantee the right to life

of the unborn fetus; and
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WHEREAS, Less than the requ-ired number of 34 states have,

through their Legislatures, made application to lhe Congress for
the calring of a constitutional convention to propose an

amendment to the Constitution; and

WHEREAS, There has been no such Constitutional Convention
since the Foundl-ng Fathers met to draft the constitutj_on in
L787, all amendments added since then having originated in
congress and then having been ratifled by the states; and

WHEREAS, One reason for the fail-ure of the "state appJ_ication

for a convention" option is the ambiguity of Article V of the
Constitution, in that it does not speak to how the "application"
process occurs' nor does it specify the processes to be foll_owed

at the convention for proposing amendments, such as the method

for selection of delegates, the voting procedures and the number

of votes needed to propose a specific amendment, nor does

Articl-e V indi-cate whether the conventi-on must limit itsel,f to
matters ment j-oned in the states' applicat j_ons r ox whether a
"runaway convention" coul-d seek to remake the Constitution anew

after bei-ng called to consider only a single subject; therefore
be it

RESOLVED (the Senate concurri-nq), That the General Assembly

of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania rescind j-ts application and

request to the congress of the united states to cal_l_ a

Constitutional Convention for the specj-fic and excl-usj-ve purpose

of proposing an amendment to the Federal_ constitution to
guarantee the right to l_ife to the unborn fetus,. and be it
further

RESOLVED, That the General Assembly of the commonwealth of
Pennsylvania continue and renew its request to congress to
prepare and submit to the several- states such an amendment to
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1 the Constitution of the United States in the same manner as

2 existJ-ng amendments have originated; and be it further

3 RESOLVED, That copies of this resolution be sent to the

4 members of the Congress from Pennsylvania, the Clerk of the

5 United States House of Representatives, Washington, DC, and

6 Secretary of the United States Senate, Washington, DC, with

7 request that this action by the General Assembly of the

I Commonweal-th of Pennsylvanj-a be promptly published in the

9 Congressional Record.
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