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AN ACT

1 Amending the act of March 10, 1,949 (P. L. 30, No. 14 ) , entitl-ed "An
z acl relating to the public school system, including certain
3 provisions applicable as wel-l to private and parochial
4 schoofs; amending, revising, consolidating and changing the
5 laws relating thereto, " in pupils and attendance, providing
6 for assisting students experiencing education instability.

7 The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

B hereby enacts as f ol-l-ows:

Secti-on 1. The act of March 10, 1949 ( P. L. 30, No. 14 ) , known

of 7949, is amended by adding a

section to read:

Sect-ion 1331.1. Assistino Students E A ri enci no Eclrrcat'i on

as the Public School Code

Tn.slabi'l itv---(a) Beoinnino in the 202L-2022 school ar ancl
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each school vear t-hereafter. a school entitv receivi ncI a student

who has experienced edu t i on i nstabilit-v shaIl:

(1) Assi-on a point of conta t-o the student exoeriencino

ed at ion instabilit-v. A ooint of contact maUC v not be a th-i rcl-

partv. A school entj-tv mav satisfv the requirement under this

DaradraDh bv assionino the dut es uncler srrbsection (b) to an
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1 existino ooint of contact estabf ishecl l-rv the schoo'l entitv- The

name ancl contact information of the no int of cont act shall l-re2

3
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(i) Incfuded in the student's education records.

(ii) Provided to the student's education decision maker.

(2) Devefop policies and procedures to appfv full or partial

credit- for coursework that is satisfactoril v comnl elecl at - ancl

7 reflecte T from rior school entita

B by a student Lhe! errralfs AL the receivinq school entitv.
(3) Not penalize a student f or a school rrni form or: dress

code vi I la in obtainin a uni-form.

(4\ Waive all fees that woufd otherwise be assessed aoainst

the student. The receivinq s hoo'l entitv mav not- limit a

student-rs oarticioation in school -snonsorecl ancl extracrrrr'i cu'l ar

activities due to a wai-ver of the participation fees

(5) Al-Iow the student to parti cioate in anv school-soonsored

or extracurricular activitv for wh'i ch t-he stuclent meets

placement and qualification reouirements.

A nsultation with the school-

counsefor. school social worke r. home and school visitor or
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school psvchofooist. shall
('1 ) Fac'i I itate a student's exnedi-ted consuftati o wi th then

school counselor or other me ntal health orofessionals, as

appropriate.
(2\ Facifitate the prompt p acement of a st-udent in the

appropriate courses ?

(3) Connect the student with arlnrooriate education services.

( 4 ) Tmmediatefv reouest the nrior schoof e nt'i tv. countv

aqencv and the student's education decision maker to provide the

comolete student i-nformation a records. includino an IEP or

504 service aqreement, if appl-icable.
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davs the prior schoof entitv shal-l provide the requested student1

2

3

information and records to ensure proper transfer of course

credits, qrades and an IEP, if applicable.

4 (5) Develop and execute a qraduation plan in collaboration

5 with a student in grades nine throuqh twelve to support the

student in qraduatinq. The qradua ti t-Ici ed 'tnon r) n shaII be inclucl

the student's education records.

(c) A schoof entitv shall- ensure that a student experiencing

an educational instabilitv q raduates on time. The fol-l-owinq

shaff applv:

(1) A school entity may waive a specific course required for

qraduation for a student in grades nine throuqh twelve if

similar course work has been satisfactorifv comofeted in another

schoof entitv or a student has demonstrated competencv in the

content area. The receivinq s chool enti t.v mav consi cler as
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evidence in determi-ninq whether colrrsework has been

satisfactorilv completed and the amount of credit to award for

coursework through anv of the folfowinq:

(i) demonstration of etencv bv t-he student;

(ii) performance bv a stuclent on an exam'i nat..i on ;

(iii) successful completion of a career and technical-

education course:, or

(iv) anv other evidence or me hod whi ch i s cleterminecl to be

appropriate bv t he schoof entrtv.

(2\ If the receivins school entitv does not waive a soecific

course reouired for qraduatio of a st-rrclent. the receivino

school- entitv shal-1 provide an alternative or modified course of

st.udv that is currentlv offered to anv student and that will

assist a student with acquirins the required work or comoetencv

reolrirements bv the student's rea

2020D09644 3

sonabl v exnect-ecl oraclrration



date

(3) If a student is ineliqibfe to sraduate from the

receivilS school entitv. the receivj-nq sghool entitv mav reguest

a hiqh school dj-ploma from the prior schoof entitv and the prior

schoo'l entitv mav i.ssue a clinlom if the student meets the prior

school- entitv's qraduation requirements.
( 4\ Afler exhausl i ncr a I I other options under this section, a

sl udent who ha s sltcces

section I27(c), (c.1) or (c.3), but who cannot obtain a diploma

f ulf satisfied the resui-rements of

from a receiving school entitv, shafl as a l-ast resort be

eliqible !qoblartla Statevliele Secondary gchoof diploma, known

as the Kevstone Diploma, issued bV the department. The point of

contact shall assist the student in obtaininq the Kevstone

Diploma.

(5) Notwithstandinq anv provision of this act or anv other

1

2

3

4

5

6

1

B

9

10

11

I2

13

I4

15

I6

11

1B

I9

20

2T

zz

24

25

zo

21

)a

29

30

l-aw or requl-ation to the contrary, a hiqh school- diploma awarded

bv the department under paragraph (4) shall- be considered as

having all the rights and privil-eges afforded bv the

Commonwealth, a Commonweafth asency, incf udinq, but not l-imited

to, the Pennsvl-vani-a Hiqher Education Assistance Agencv, a

political subdivision, a focal agencv and an authoritv or

instrumentalitv of the Commonweafth or a political subdivision

to a hiqh schoof diploma awarded under thls act. In the case of

a diploma awarded bv the department the followinq shall appl-y:

(i) The student receivinq the diploma shal-l- have completed

all the reguirements under paragraph (4) while enrolled in a

school- entitv that is in compliance with this section.

(1i) The diploma shall be awarded to the student on a

standardized form to be devel-op ed bv the department and which

shall be made avail-able on the department's publiclv accessible
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Internet website.

(d) The department, in consul-tation with the Department of

Human Services, shal-l issue quidel-ines and best practices within
one hundred eiqhtv (180) days of the effective date of this

section to assist school- entities in implementing the provisions

of this section and facilitate the transition between school

entities. The guidelines issued under this subsection shalf be

posted on the department's publicly accessible Internet website

(e) As used in this section, the following words and phrases

shalf have the meanings qiven to them in this subsection unl-ess

the context clearlv indicates otherwi-se:

"504 service agreement." An aqreement under section 504 of

the Rehabif itation Act of 7913 (Public Law 93-1,1,2, 29 U.S.C. S

107 et ses. )

"Countv aqencv." As defined under 23 Pa.C.S. S 6303

(relatinq to definitions) .

"Education decision maker. " An individual with the authoritv

to make education decisions for a student experiencing education

instabilitv.

"Education instabil-itv. " One or more changes in school

entitv enrol-l-ment durinq a sinqle school vear as a resuft of anv

of the followi-nq:

(1) Homelessness as defined in the McKinneV-Vento Homeless

Assistance Act (Public Law l00-ll, 101 Stat. 482) and as

determined bv the schoof en!ity-
(2\ An adi udicati-on:

(i) of dependencv under 23 Pa.C.S. Ch. 63 (relatinq to chil-d

protective services) and 42 Pa.C.S. Ch. 63 (relatinq to -tuvenil-e

matters ) ,'

(ii) of del-inquencv under 23 Pa-C-S. Ch- 63 ancl 42 Pa-C-S-
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1 Ch. 63, if the parent or guardian of the student wishes to
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discl-ose the adiudication of defin guencv,' or

(fif) as part of court-ordered services under a voluntarv

facement or custodv aoreementn

"Graduation plan." A student-specific pl-an detail-inq the

courses necessary for a student to qraduate hiqh schoof and to

successfullv transition to postsecondarv education and the

workforce.

llIEP,l' An individual-ized educatien plan devefoped in
accordance with 22 Pa. Code S 14.131 (relatins to IEP) and the

Individuals with Disabifities Education Act (Public Law 9I-230,

20 U.S.C. S 1400 et seq. )

"School entity." Any of the following:

(1) A schoof district.
(2\ A charter school-.

(3) A cvber charter school.

(4\ A regional- charter schoof.

(5) An intermediate unit
(6) A career and technicaf school.

"Student." A student in qrades kinderqarten throuqh qrade

twelve who has experienced edugatren instabifity.

Section 2. This act shall- take effect immediately.
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