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AN ACT

1 Amending the act of December L1,1968 (P.L.1224, No.387),
2 entitled "An act prohibiting unfair methods of competition
3 and unfair or deceptive acts or practices in the conduct of
4 any trade or conimerce, giving the Attorney General and
5 District Attorneys certain powers and duties and providing
6 penalties, " further providing for definitions, for unlawful-
7 acts or practj-ces and exclusions and for private actions.
B The General- Assembly of the Commonweal-th of Pennsylvania

hereby enacts as follows:9
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( P. L. 1224, No. 387 ) , known as the

Consumer Protection Law, is amended

adding a subclause to read:

Section 2. Definitions. --As used

Section 1. Section 2 ( ) (xxi) act of December L7, 1968

Trade Practices and

the clause is amended by

in this act.

of the

Unfair

and

***

(4)

acts or
***

(xxi )

"Unfair methods of competition" and "unfair or deceptive

practices" mean any one or more of the following:

Usinq a contract for the safe of goods or services

which states that anv of the contract-rs orovisrons are or mav be
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void. unenforceabl or inaoo'l 'i cable in a i urisdict i on without.
sI)ec'l fvino whic Drovasr on sareora e not voi cl
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unenforc abl-e

or inapplicabl-e within this Commonweal th.
(xxii) Engaglng in any other fraudul-ent or deceptive conduct

which creates a likel-ihood of confusion or of mj-sunderstanding.
secti-on 2 - sections 3 and 9.2 (a) of the act are amended to

read:

Section 3. Unl_awful Acts or practices; Exclusions.__Unfair
methods of competition and unfair or deceptive acts or practices
in the conduct of any trade or conimerce as defined by subcl-auses
(i) through [(xxi)] (xxii) of clause (4) of section 2 of this
act and regul-ations promulgated under section 3.1 of this act
are hereby declared unlawful. The provisions of this act shal_l

not apply to any owner, agent or employe of any radio or
television station, or to any owner, publisher, printer, agent
or employe of an rnternet service provider or a newspaper or
other publication, periodi-cal or circul_ar, who, in good faith
and without knowledge of the farsity or deceptive character
thereof, publishes, causes to be published or takes part in the
publication of such advertisement.

Section 9 -2 - private Acti-ons. -- (a) Any person Iwho
purchases or leases goods or services primarily for personal,
family or household purposes and thereby suffers any

ascertainable l-oss of money or property, real_ or personal, as a

resul-t of the use or employment by any person of a method, act
or practicel which uses or emnl ovs a method act or Dra ctice
declared unlawful- by section 3 of this act [, may bring a private
action to recover actual damages or one hundred dolrars ($100),

whi-chever is greater. l shall e liable for a civil- Dena

not less than ars ($1
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one hundred dofl
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0) or for actual- d
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r both. t the election of the r:onslrmer. tooether w irh1

.)
L reason b'l e attornev fees and court cost The court ildy, in itss-

3 discretion, award uP to

4 sustained, but not fess

5 provide such additional-

6 [The court may award to

7 relief provided in this

three times the actual damages

than one hundred dollars ($100) ' and may

rel-ief as it deems necessary or proper.

the plaintiff, in addition to other

section, costs and reasonable attorney

bv a consumer in afees. l ActuaI damaqes mav be recoverable

orivate act-ion or as rt of a counterclaim bv a cons lrmer

aoainst a sel-l er. lessor, credit or- lender, bailee o assaonee

which useci or emolove a met-hod. act o r oractice declar ecl
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unlawfu] bv section 3 of this act. A consumer s have the

rioht t o oetition the court to termi ate a contract wh'i ch

violates section 3 of t i s act.

***

Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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