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AN ACT

Amending the act of June 3, 1931 (P.L.1333, No.320), entitled
"An act concerning elections, including general, municipaf,
special and primary elections, the nomi-nation of candidates,
primary and election expenses and efection contests; creating
and defining membership of county boards of efections;
imposing duties upon the Secretary of the Commonwealth,
courts, county boards of elections, county commissioners;
imposing penalties for violation of the act, and codifying,
revising and consolidating the l-aws relating thereto; and
repealing certain acts and parts of acts relating to
elections, " in dates of elections and primaries and special
elections, further providing for special elections for
Senator and Representative in the General Assembly, for
nominations for special el-ection for Representative in
Congress, Senator and Representative in the General Assembly
and member of council or legislative body of cities,
boroughs, towns and townships and providing for special
primaries.
The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

20 hereby enacts as follows:

2L Section 1. Sections 628 and 629 of the act of June

the Pennsylvania Election

3, 1931

22 (P.L.1333, No.320) , known as Code, are

23 amended to read:
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not it then be in session, the presiding officer of such house

shal-l-, within ten (10) days after the happening of the vacancy'

issue a writ of election to the proper county board or boards of

election and to the Secretary of the Commonwealth, for a special

election to fill said vacancyr which el-ection shall be hel-d at

the next ensuing primary, municipal or general election

schedul-ed at' least sixty ( 60 ) days after the issuance of the

writ or such other earlier date which is at feast sixty (60)

days following the issuance of the writ as the presiding officer

may deem appropriate: Provided, however, That should the

Governor after the issuance of the said writ of election advise

the presiding officer that the General Assembly wifl be called

into extraordinary session prior to the date set for such

special election, the presiding officer may countermand the writ

theretofore issued and shall issue a new writ of election,

fixing therein such earfier date therefor as is deemed

expedient, but which shal-l- not be l-ess than sixty (60) days

after the issuance of said writ: Provided further, That if the

vacancy shall- occur fess than seven (7) months prior to the

expiration of the term, a special election shall be held only if

in the opinion of the presiding officer the el-ection is in the

public interest. A candidate to fill- a vacancv shall be

nomi nated in a special orimarv hel cl rrncler secti on 650 of th i s

h n sixt bU

Section 629. Nominations for Special Election for

Representative in Congress[, Senator and Representative in the

General- Assemblyl and Member of Council- or Legislative Body of

Cities, Boroughs, Towns and Townships.--Candidates to fill

vacancies in the offices of Representative in Congress [, Senator

and Representative in the General- Assemblyl and member of the
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councll or legislative body of any city, borough, town or

township shall be nominated by political parties, in accordance

with the party rules relating to the filling of vacancies, by

means of nomj-nation certificates, in the form prescribed in

section 630 of this act; and by political bodies, by means of

nomination papers, in accordance wit.h the provisi-ons of sections

95t, 952 and 954 of thls act. Said nomination certificates and

nomination papers for the office of Representative in Congress [,

Senator and Representatj-ve in the General Assemblyl shall be

fil-ed in the office of the Secretary of the Commonwealth not

later than fifty (50) days prior to the date of the special

electj-on, and for the office of member of the council or

legisl-ative body of a city, borough, town or township, in the

office of the county board of elections wherein such city,
borough, town or township is situate, not fater than fifteen
(15) days after the issuance of the writ of election.

Section 2. Articl-e VI of the act is amended by adding a

subarticl-e to read:

ARTTCLE VI

Dates of El-ections and Primaries and

Special Elections

(c) Special Primaries

Section 650. Conduct of Special Pri-maries. --Everv speci-a1

primarv, held under the provis ons of thi.s artic'l e- shalI be

held and conducted in all respec s 'i n aeeordance wi th nrorri s i ons

of th'i s act relatino to reoular nri ma rrz el er: ns- ancl lhet o

ororri si ons of this act relatin tor ccrrr I ar rl_mar efectionsn

shall aoolv thereto in so ar As annlir:able- and not

inconsistent wi-th anv other pr isions of this act- excent as
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follows:
(a ) A no'l i l'i ca I oartv and ooli t i r:a I bocirr sha I I nomi nale a

candidate for a pecial election to fill a vacanc v in the office

of Senal,or or Reoresentative in the General Assemblv at. a

special primarv.

(b) No nomination petition c irculated for a soecial orimarv

shall be circul-ated prior to the eiqhth (Bth) Tue sciav before the

nrimarv and no sionature shall b r:orrnted un I ess 'i t l-lea rs a clate

1

2

3

4

5

6

'7

B

9

10

11

L2

13

L4

15

15

affixed not earlier than the eiqhth (Bth) Tuesdav nor later than

t-he sixth ( 6th') Tuesciav -

(c) Notwithstandino the provisions of sectio s '702. ancl 1210

of thi s act- t-o the contrarv, a eoi stered el ector who i s not- a

memher of a oart-v. as orovided under ser:tion 80-l (a) or 91 2-? of

th"i s ar:t - .shal I be entitled to vote i n a sner:i a I nri ma rrz uncler

this section.

Section 3. This act shafl take effect in 60 days
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