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A RESOLUTION

Directing the Legisl-ative Budget and Finance Committee to
conduct a study of the feasibility of providing t.wo
additional passenger raiL trips daily between Pittsburgh and
Harrisburg and its impact on existing freight rail service.
VüHEREAS, Vrlestern Pennsylvania has historically had a high

level of passenger rail service with L2 daily trains as recently

as the 1960s, and three daily passenger trains in 2004, serving

the Keystone corridor west of Harrisburg; and

I/üHEREAS, Iri February 2005, The Keystone Vüest Passenger Train

Study, prepared for Norfolk Southern and the Department of

Transportation, examined the Keystone corridor west of

Harrisburg and the impact that adding two passenger rail trains
a day to the t.hen-existing two passenger rail trains a day would

have on freight service in the Keystone corridor west of

Harr j-sburg; and

WHEREAS, fû Scenario No. 3, the study concluded that the

additional service would be compatible with freight service if
i-mprovements identified in the study hrere made to the rail-
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infrastructure; and

WHEREAS, rn August 2014, the Keystone vüest Hiqh speed Rail
study: Feasibility Report & prel_iminary service Deveropment

P1an, prepared for the Department of Transportation and the
Federal Railroad Administration, evaluated the feasibil_ity of
options to reduce rail- traver times and increase trip frequency
on Amtrak's Keystone West portion of the Pennsylvanian service
and identified incremental- improvements that woul-d make the l_ine
compatibre for both freight and passenger rail service; and

V{HEREAS, rn April 201,4, on Track to Accessibility, rncreasing
service of the pennsyJ-vanian: Benefits and costs, prepared for
the Pittsburgh Downtown Partnership, exami-ned the cost of adding
two trains a day to the pennsyrvanian's existing single train a

day and estimated an annual_ cost of between $10 mil_lion and

çr2.9 mil-1íon, including costs for capital investments in
rolling stock, to operate three trains dairy on the corridor;
and

VüHEREAS, The Transportation committee of the House of
Representatives held a hearing on August 23, 2016, the topic of
which was Increasing Passenger Train Service in the Harrisburg-
Pittsburgh Corridor; and

WHEREAS, The foll-owing have sent ]etters supporting two
additional passenger rail trains a day and provided their
reasons for doing so: AJ-legheny county chief Executive, Rich
Fitzgerald; cambria county commissioners Thomas cherni_sky, B.J.
Smith and Mark J. !ùissinger; Mifflin County Commissioners Lisa
Nancollas, Stephen DunkIe and Kevin Kodish; Westmoreland County
commissioners chartes Anderson, Tyler courtney and Ted Kopas;
southwestern pennsylvania commission chai-r, steve craig;
Pittsburgh Mayor Bill Peduto; Johnstown Mayor Frank Janakovic,.
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Direct.or, Johnst.own Community and Economic Development, Renee

DaIy; President, Greater Johnstown/Cambria County Chamber of

Commerce, Robert Layo; Coordinator, Lift Johnstown, Brad

Clemenson; Executive Director, Greater Johnstown/Cambria County

Convention and Visitors Bureau, Lisa Rager,' President, Blair

County Chamber of Commerce, Joseph Hurd; President,

Visit.Pittsburgh, Craig Davís; and Chairman, Modern Transit

Partnership, Marshal} Stevens; and

WHEREAS, The existing one traj-n a day between Harrisburg and

Pittsburgh has excellent ridership but does not meet the

transportation needs of residents in the western communities

along the l-ine and many others who depend upon passenger rail

service to travel-; and

IdHEREAS, Given the existing rail 1ine, adding service would

not require entireJ-y new rail infrastructure; and

IdHEREAS, Residents of western Pennsylvani-a deserve the same

consideration and opportunity for increased frequency of service

on the existing l-ine as residents of Pennsylvania in other parts

of this Commonwealth along the Keystone l-ine; and

WHEREAS, !ÍesLern Pennsylvanians and the communities along the

Pennsylvanian would l-ike to obtain the economic development and

environmental benefits of passenger rail travel-; and

WHBREAS, Increased frequency and dependable service, rather

than increased speed, are the main priorities of the residents

of these western communities; and

WHEREAS, Pursuant to the Passenger Rail Investment and

Improvement Act of 2008, Amtrak in 2010 recommended extending

Pennsylvanian service west of Pittsburgh to Clevel-and and

Chicago once it had sufficient rail- cars and track improvements;

therefore be it
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RESOLVED, That the House of Representatives direct the
Legislative Budget and Finance committee to conduct a study of
the feasibirity of providing two additionar passenger rail
trains a day to the existing single dairy train between
Pittsburgh and Harrisburg; and be it further

RESOLVED, That the study determine the improvements to the
rail infrastructure between Pittsburgh and Harrisburg that aïe
necessary to make the additional_ passenger rail service
compatible wit.h the existing freight service,. and be it further

RESOLVED, That the study consist of:
(1) A review of the existing studies referenced in this

resolution and the transcript of the Transportation committee
hearing of August 23, 2016.

(2) An estimate from the Department of Transportation
and Amtrak of the cost and schedule for two additional trains
a day to provide such service.

(3) The minimum and optimum infrastructure improvements
and operational requirements needed to implement. the servj_ce
proposed by Amtrak and the Department of Transportation along
the Keystone Vüest corridor.

(4) Locomotive poù/er and rorling stock needed and
avaiÌability of Federal grants for purchase of equipment and
operations.

(5) An identification of the existing and proposed
Keystone west round trips that coul_d feasibly be extended
west to cfeveland and chicago pursuant to Federal
appropriations authorized under section 11104 of the Fixing
Ameri-ca's surface Transportation Act (pubr_ic Law rr4-94);

and be it further
RESOLVED, That the committee issue to the speaker of the
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House of Representatives a report of its findings under

paragraphs (1) , (2) , (3 ) and (4 ) of the penultimate Resol-ved

Cl-ause within nine months from the date of the adoption of this

resol-ution and a report of its findings under paragraph (5) of

the penul-timate Resolved Clause within one year from the date of

the adoption of this resol-ution.
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