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AN ACT

1 Amending Titles 18 (Crimes and Offenses) and 53 (Municipalities
2 Generally) of the Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes, in
3 burglary and other criminal intrusion, defining the offense
q of unlawful use of unmanned aircraft; and, in preemptions,
s prohibiting l-ocal regulation of unmanned aircraft.
6 The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

7 hereby enacts as follows:

Section 1. Titl-e 18 of the Pennsylvan j-a Consol- idated

a section to read:Statutes is amended by adding

€ ?qnq I'fnl r wf rr I rr eê ^€ t.-mr¡naÄ ¡'i r¡r¡fl-

(a) Offense defined.--A person commits the offense of

unlawful use of unmanned aircraf if fhe nerson intent'ì onallv or
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knowinqlv uses an unmanned aircraft:
(1) To conduct surveillance of another person in a

private place.

(2\ To operate in a manner which places another person

in reasonable fear of bodilv inìurv.
(3) To deliver, provide, transmit or furnish contraband

in violation of section 5L23 (relatinq to contraband) or 6I
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(b ) Seoa rate viol-ations --A separate violati on under

o

subsecti (a) (1) or (2\ sh 11 occur:
(1) for each victim of an offense under subse ction (a)

)nrI (2.\ uncler t he sâme ôr s imilar c.i reumstances Drrrsuant
to one cheme or cours of conduct. wh ether at the .s orâ
different time; or

(2\ if a þerson is A r¡.l tím of an offen.q e under

subsecl on (a) (1) or ( ) on more than one occasion cl rlno a

va e

lc) Pen Ities - --
11) A v iolation of sukrsection (a) l1'l or 2\ is d

misdeme anor of the th rd deoree if t ere is more t n one

viol at i Otherwi se- â violation of .qr sect-ion la ) l1 ) Õr (2\
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as a sunìmarv of f ense -

(2\ A of f en se uncie r subser:l i on ( a ) (3) shal I be oracleci

as a felonv of the second deqree.

lcl) trxcentions fo law enfor nt offi cer . --Subsect i on (a)

she ll not anol v i f the conclur:t roscri bed ìrn der subseeti n (a)

b ef
t1) Law en f orr: nt offir:er s enoaoecJ 'i the oerfo nce

of the r official 1a w enforcement duties.
(?\ Personne l of the Denar nt- of Co rections, ocaf

correct onal- facil itv- þr1son or -l â 1 I for seelrri tv ose.q

or clrr r ino investi oation of a'l I oed misco ct bv a trer.s on an

t he a-ì l toclv of rh a rtme n tnf Correr:t 'l or:a Ia Õns -

corre i-onal faci'l tv, orison ôr iail-
fe) her exr:en tions. --Subs ection (a ) l1 'l and (2\ shel 1 not

annl r¡ if the conclu t oroscri bed under .sukrse
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(1) Firefiohters. as define in section 2 of the act of

December 16. 1998 lP-T,- 980- o.!29), known as the Police

Officer. Firefiohter. Correcti on Empl-ovee and National Guard

Member Ch'i 'ì cl Benef i ei a rv trclr cati-on Act. or soecial f i re

police, âs provided for in 35 Pa.C.S. Ch. "74 Subch. D

IreIatino to soeciaI fire nolir: e), enoaoed in the oerformance

of their official firefiqhtinq or fire police duties.
(2\ Emeroencv medical responders, as defined in 35

Pa-C-S. S 8103 (relatino to efinitions). enoaoed in the

of th 1r f a

(3) An emolovee or aoent of an electric, water, natural

cras or other rIt'i 'l i tv whi I e encl oed in the oerformance of the

emnl clvee r s clr âoent I s official duties -

( 4\ A oerson enoaoecl in ee ial data collection if the

rrnmanned aírcraft 'i s arrthorr zed bv an exemÐtion that- is
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issued bv the Federal Aviation Administration or is used in
comoliance with reoufations promul-qated bv the Federal-

Aviation Administration.
(5) An emplovee or aoent of a government agencv whil-e

enoaoed in the oerformance o f the emÞlovee's or aoentrs

official duties.
(f) Definítions.--As used in this section, the followinq

words and ohrase s shall have the meaninqs qiven to them in this
subsecti-on unless the context cl-earlv indicates otherwise:

"Bocl i I v 'i n-i rr rv ." As defined in section ?iO ( rel-atino to
definitions) .

"Law enforcement officer." An officer of the United States,

of another state or subdivision thereof, or of the Commonwealth

or nol 'i t'i ca I .s division thereof, who is emÐ red bv law to
conduct investioations of or to make arrests for offenses
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enumerate in this title or an equival-ent crime ther
iurísclietion ãn an attornev authori zecl bv I aw to orosecute c;r
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"Private place . " A place where a person ha a reasonabl-e

5 expectati-on of privacv.
ttSurveillance 

^ 
tt UsÍno or causino l-o be us an unmanned

aircraft to ent r or remain on or akror¡e the I an d of another 'r n

nrÄar {-n nl-.co ra¡nrrl ^r i n¡z¡rìa l- he rav ¡r¡ nf ¡nn1-ì.rarrve
ttUnmann cd aircraft - tt An aì rr: raft that is ooerated without

the nossibilitv of direct human int-ervention f r within or on

the aircraft.
Section 2. Title 53 is

oarr I ¡l i nn af

amended by adding a section to read:
€ ?nq cal rTn ed fl nral.rì ì.ri J-aÄT

lal P T ccmnt'i n - --The nror¡i s'i o s of '1 R P -c-s- s 3505n

re1 at i nrr to lrn I a\^rf ìr'l u se ô fu nnecl airr:rafl) sha 1 nreemnt-

and supersede a ance, resol-ution, rule or other enactment

of a munir:'i nal tv reoulatino the owner.sh'i n .) r ooeration of
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unmanned aircra As of the effective date of this section, a

mun'i r:i na I i tv shall not reoul ate the ownershin clr oÐ ration of
nn sta

lb ) Mun'i ioal use. --Noth'ino nder 18 Pa.C-S. € 3 505 shall
nroh i kr it a municinaIit.v from u sino unmanneci ai rr:rafl ithin the

boundari es of the municioalitv for mrrnir:'i nal ournoses ancl

requl-atinq that use.

(c) Defin'i ti on.--As used in th'i s ser:t'i on, the term

"municioalitv" shall include a countv. c tv, borouqh,

incorporated t townshi-p or home rule, oÐ tional- plan or
ootional r: arter munici oal i tv- a nv other oenerâl nrrrno se unit of
cf ô\¡e rnmênt establi shecl bv lhe General Assemb'ì v- ã municioa l
authoritv anci a nv entitv formecl orrrsuant c
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(relatinq to intergovernmental cooperation) .

Section 3. This act shall take effect in 90 days.
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