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$IJSJfiCT; &erok$ian Celebrating the $5t]'Anrriversary of North Central Sigbt $ervices, Inc.

lr the lear future, I plan tr: intrcduce *:ssolufion cel*brating fhe Silh annivenary af North
Central $ight Services, Inc.

Norrh Central $ight $en iees, Inc." formerly knavar as the Lyconiing Counry Awaciation for the
ISlind, wix irrcoqlorated on February "1, 1957 as the 29rh branch of the ltennsylvania Association
for r.h* Blind in Stilliamspsrt, Pennsyiva*i*, N*rth Cenlral Sight Services provid** opportunilirs
for rhe blind a*d visually impaired ro achieve seif-reiianee and rutolomy through the
exceptiun*l prsgrarxs: serviles, and ernpioyme*t oppnrtunitirs acuessible tp t}le blind and
visualiy in:paired residents afnortb ssntrat Pennsylvaniq including the i$hebiefits ofBradbrd,
Cenire, Clinton, l,ycr:n:ing, Pctter, Sullivan, $usquehanna, and Tioga Counties.

Maculx degener*licn snd diabetie retinupathy are juet two rf the marry r.isual impatitie* present
trm*ng thousxtds af Pennsylvanian$ au well ar people worldwide. Accarding to tbe $$ti$n*l Eys
In*titutq (t{ri:}, ths incidence of n'racular degenerati*n (Ms) is coneiderably higher in
gecgraphiral *reas $ith a greiiterpopulatian rf people age 4S and oldcr. Age-related MD {AMI})
i* more psovalent among Cauca.sianr than amcng African-Anreri*ans. Thq NEI sstiu!fitss tlut $w
numbarof pnrsans with AMD will likely increase by 50% by 2030.

Additi*aally" *he NgI rEports th&t the inddsnce ratt of diabetic retinoparhy i* 3.4% of rhe
gcnetxl p*pulalion but is *igni$canlly higher among diabetics at 40.3%. Fu*hennore, I in 1?

{$.2Y0} *f pr.'rsons wit} diabeter have advaReed, virio*-tlueatening retinopathy.

Tkoughout its history, l,{orth Ccnaal Sight Services has tirelessly supported and prouratecl tlrr
interests oiiindivieiuals afflicted with mactlar degeneratiol, diabetic relinopaihy, sx oflter visuel
imparities by creating indepexdent lives arrd meaaingful jobs f*r these ltennsylrraniana.

lf.you are interented in ct"rpansoring thir legislation, piease c$ntact Jeanxis Kcsier in my
Hi:risburg cffi*e qt Ot?] '1"12-1314 or via email atjkosier@pahouse.net.
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