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For yeats, finding a funding source to replace school property taxes has been a matter of discussion
in the General Assembly. For those of you who believe that the replacement of school property
taxes is not only possible, but necessary, I invite you to join with me to be part of an historic
approach to drafting legislation. We will begin with the premise that we CAN replace school
property taxes with a broader-based revenue source such as an expanded sales tax which could
include many goods and services which are currently exempt. Other sources of revenue may also be
considered such as an increase in the personal income tax, local sales tax and/or an increased share
of gambling revenues.

Because the distribution of funding to our local schools has been a divisive issue during property tax
discussions, this legislation will contain a baseline for distribution, based initially on ADM (Average
Daily Membership) times Equilized Mills. Other components that are likely to become part of our
discussion include socio-economic factors such as poverty, disabilities and language batriers.

The people of Pennsylvania have waited patiently for us to craft an equitable solution to the school
funding dilemma. The bill I will be introducing shortly will be a starting point for this discussion
and a bill that I hope will come to include the ideas of all those interested in providing true propetty
ownership to all Pennsylvanians.

If you believe school property taxes have become an unbearable burden on Pennsylvania's propetty
owners and that the time to act is NOW, please contact Jen Sellers at 772-2435 or
jeseller@pahousegop.com to co-sponsor this legislation.



