DEBERAH KULA, MEMBER
52ND LEGISLATIVE DISTRICT

G-05 IRVIS OFFICE BUILDING
P.0. BOX 202052
HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA 17120-2052
(717) 772-1858
FAX: (717) 780-4784

COMMITTEES

AGRICULTURE & RURAL AFFAIRS,
DEMOCRATIC VICE CHAIRMAN

APPROPRIATIONS
GAME & FISHERIES
JUDICIARY, DEMOCRATIC SECRETARY

DISTRICT OFFICE:
1251 UNIVERSITY DRIVE
DUNBAR, PENNSYLVANIA 15431
(724) 626-2761

e House of Representatives
COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA

SATELLITE OFFICE:
(13 ETZE AVENUE:I_M;JENICIPAL BUILDING HARRISBURG
M T PLEA ] VANIA
R MEMORANDUM
FAX: (724) 547-0398
TO: All House Members
DATE: June 15, 2011
FROM: Representative Deberah Kula 9%
SUBJECT: Introduction of Legislation — Prohibition Use of Nicotine Products in School

In the near future, 1 plan to introduce legislation that will prohibit the use of both tobacco and nicotine
based products in Commonwealth of Pennsylvania schools. The use of such products on school grounds
will result in a summary offense.

According to the Federal Trade Commission, tobacco companies spend upwards of $534 million to
market their products in Pennsylvania, and influence our children.' Because of these egregious marketing
campaigns, 90% of tobacco users start smoking and using tobacco products before the age of 182
Approximately 18,500 Pennsyivania youth become new daily smokers each year, and today, nearly 18%
of public middle and high school students are cigarette smokers.”

Many of the nicotine products available on the market today are colorful and attractive to young persons.
Often, these products look, smell and taste like mints, gum and other candies. Furthermore, because
Pennsylvania lacks a tax or user fee on other tobacco products, such as spit or spitless tobacco products
and dissolvable tobacco products, the price of these products is much lower than cigarettes, making them
more accessible to children who are more likely to purchase cheaper products.

By prohibiting the use of both tobacco and nicotine products on school grounds, we can attempt to
decrease the prevalence of tobacco and nicotine use at our Commonwealth schools, as well as enhance the
currently tobacco-free environments. Should you wish to join me in the fight against tobacco and
nicotine use among our youth, please contact Joyce Martin at jmartin@pahouse.net or 772-1858,
extension 6367.

i Federal Trade Commission, Cigarette Report for 2006, 2009.
* Tobacco Free SWPA, Favyetie County School Resource Guide, http://www.tobaccofreeswpa.org.

% Campaign for Tobacco Free Kids, Toll of Tobacco in PA: New Underage Daily Smoker Estimate,
hitp:/iwww._tobaccofreekids.org; PA DOH. Youth Tobacco Survey Webpage, http:/'www.health.slate.pa.us.
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