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SUBJECT: Re-Introduction of Legislation —
Reintroduction of Nursing Facility Expulsion Legislation
(Previous HB1208)
TO: All House Members
FROM: Representative Ron Marsico

A few years ago, I was contacted by a constituent who brought to my attention some very serious
shortfalls that exist in our current statutes as they pertain to the care of individuals with
Alzheimer’s Disease and related disorders. This individual’s mother, who was diagnosed with
Alzheimer’s Disease, was actually “expelled” from a nursing facility, without adequate
notification and recourse. She exhibited severe behavioral changes that developed as a direct
result of her disease and her family was totally caught off guard and unprepared for the action
that was taken by the facility.

It is my understanding that, while the current regulations call for “prior notification” in
“reasonable advance” of an impending transfer or discharge, the needs and welfare of the
expelled resident are not always addressed or considered. In addition, the resident’s family or
other responsible party must be included in the decision-making process in order that they can be
prepared to deal with the situation in an appropriate manner.

The legislation I am re-introducing will require a multi-disciplinary approach for long-term care
facilities to address the needs of Alzheimer’s and dementia residents and their families. In
addition, my bill will establish a specific notification procedure that providers must use in
dealing with situations such as that of my constituent.

Previous HB 1208 co-sponsors: Boback, D. Costa, Creighton, Cutler, Denlinger, Gingrich,
Goodman, Grucela, Helm, Hennessey, Hess, Hornaman, Kauffman, M. Keller, Kula, Longietti,
Mensch, Moul, Murt, M. O'Brien, Pickett, Pyle, Quinn, Rapp, Reichley, Rock, Siptroth, Staback,
Stevenson, Swanger, J. Taylor, Vulakovich, Walko, Watson, Geist, Benninghoff, Kotik and

Daley

If you would like to cosponsor this legislation, please contact Anna or Michelle in my office at
3-2014 or via Groupwise at mmoore@pahousegop.com.



