
 

                                                            MEMORANDUM 
 

TO:                  All House Members 

 

FROM:             Rep. Chris Sainato 

 

RE:                  Proposed Legislation on Energy Theft (Former HB 1812) 

 

DATE:             January 26, 2011 

 

In the near future, I will be re-introducing legislation from the prior legislative session amending Title 18 

(Crimes and Offenses), Section 3926 (Theft of Services) that would expand the definition of “theft of 

services” to include theft of natural gas and propane from a service provider.  Current law only addresses 

electricity, telecommunications and cable. 

 

Energy diversion is a public safety issue that cuts across classes, individuals, and businesses.  Safety 

hazards may include public exposure to serious injury or death and destruction of public or personal 

property that could affect an entire neighborhood.  This practice is especially a direct threat to our first 

responders when they enter a home or business that has been wired with devices to divert energy, usually 

for unlawful purposes. 

 

My legislation would provide additional tools to support legal and punitive measures to combat the 

dangerous aspects of this crime and the adverse impact on energy rates that often lead to increased costs 

for paying consumers. 

 

Prior sponsors of this legislation include: 

 

HORNAMAN, M. O'BRIEN, D. COSTA, PRESTON,  LONGIETTI, J. TAYLOR, MENSCH,  

FARRY, BOBACK, PASHINSKI,  HARHAI, MANN, CLYMER, FAIRCHILD, HALUSKA, 

SCAVELLO, SANTONI, GERGELY, KORTZ, MAHONEY,  STERN, CALTAGIRONE, 

CARROLL, MOUL, FLECK,  READSHAW, GOODMAN, BURNS, EVERETT, 

YOUNGBLOOD, MYERS, MILLARD, KRIEGER, CUTLER, STEVENSON, REICHLEY, 

GRELL, KULA, KOTIK, VULAKOVICH, GODSHALL, BAKER, O'NEILL, MILLER, 

HENNESSEY, DENLINGER, PHILLIPS, PETRARCA, MURT, BRADFORD, CREIGHTON, 

K. SMITH AND MARSHALL 

 

If you would like to co-sponsor this legislation, please contact Tracy Balistrere in my Harrisburg Office at 

772-2436 or via email at tbalistr@pahouse.net . 
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