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RE: Co-Sponsor Memo — Club Liquor Licenses Held in Safekeeping (former HB 2654)

In the near future, I will be re-introducing legislation from last session to help veterans’ organizations and
other clubs whose liquor licenses are put in jeopardy through no fault of their own.

Under current law, a club may keep a license in safe-keeping for up to two years, but no extensions are
available beyond that for any reason whatsoever. In my district, an American Legion lost its license
because its building was destroyed by an arson fire. The arson investigation took so long that the
American Legion exceeded its time period for re-building and re-activating its license. Since no
additional extensions were permitted, the Legion lost its license.

To help other organizations that may find themselves in the same situation in the future, my legislation
would provide additional time to clubs to rebuild when their facility is out of operation because of fire,
flood, or other disaster. Clubs would be given an additional two years beyond what they have now, and
they would be required to apply for the extensions on an annual basis to ensure the extension is

legitimately needed. This language is similar to extensions that are provided to restaurants because of
flood, fire, or other natural disaster.

Previous co-sponsors: BELFANTI, BRENNAN, CARROLL, CASORIO, CONKLIN, DALEY,
DeLUCA, DERMODY, DONATUCCI, FREEMAN, GEIST, GEORGE, GRUCELA, HALUSKA,
HARHAI, HARKINS, HENNESSEY, HORNAMAN, HOUGHTON, KNOWLES, KOTIK,
LONGIETTI, MAHONEY, MANN, MARSHALL, MICOZZIE, MILLER, MURPHY, MURT,
PALLONE, PASHINSKI, READSHAW, SABATINA, SIPTROTH, K. SMITH, STABACK, STURLA,
SWANGER, VULAKOVICH, YOUNGBLOOD, and YUDICHAK.

If you would like to join me in co-sponsoring this legislation or if you would like to view a copy, contact
Linda Reed at lIreed@pahouse.net or 787-2798.
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