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TO: All House Members
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FROM: Representative Dick L. Hess — *

SUBJECT:  Introduction of Legislation — Former HB 314
Senior Citizen Property Tax Reduction Exchange Program

et

I am re-introducing legislation, former HB 314, the Senior Citizen Property Tax Reduction Exchange
Program. This legislation authorizes school districts to set up programs in which senior citizens volunteer
in the school district in which they reside and receive a property tax credit in exchange for their services.

Senior citizens, who are often living on fixed incomes, are especially vulnerable to rising property taxes.
Given today’s economy and the ongoing dilemma over the affordability of property taxes, it is prudent for
us as policymakers to find ways of lowering property taxes without sacrificing the quality of education.

My legislation sets up a program in which senior volunteers will receive a property tax credit at a rate of
$5/hour, not exceeding the total amount of property taxes that are owed, in exchange for providing
mentoring and other services that enhance the academic program of school districts. Mentoring activities
between children and senior citizens have proven to be beneficial for both. Services that seniors may
provide to schools include tutoring children, monitoring classrooms or the cafeteria, helping in the library
or office, or assisting with after-school programs, as well as a variety of similar mentoring activities.
School districts will have the authority to set up specific regulations over the criteria for acceptance. This
legislation does not interfere with already existing employees of the school district.

Please join me in co-sponsoring this legislation by contacting my office at 787-7076 or email Barb
Ramsey at bramsey@pahousegop.com.

Previous Cosponsors: HESS , HENNESSEY , PHILLIPS , STERN , ARGALL , BAKER ,
BARRAR , BEAR , BELFANTI, BEYER , BOYD , BRENNAN, BUXTON,
CALTAGIRONE , CARROLL , CAUSER , CONKLIN , CREIGHTON, DeLUCA ,
DENLINGER , DePASQUALE , DONATUCCI, J. EVANS , EVERETT , FABRIZIO,
FAIRCHILD , FLECK , FRANKEL , GEIST , GILLESPIE , GINGRICH , GODSHALL ,
GOODMAN, GROVE, GRUCELA , HALUSKA , HARKINS , HICKERNELL , M. KELLER ,
KIRKLAND , KOTIK , KULA , MANN , MARSICO , McILVAINE SMITH , MELIO ,
MICCARELLI, MICOZZIE , MOUL , MUSTIO , M. O'BRIEN , PEIFER , PETRARCA ,
PICKETT ,PYLE , READSHAW , REICHLEY , SANTONI, SCAVELLO, SIPTROTH,, K.
SMITH , TRUE , VULAKOVICH , WALKO , WATSON , WHEATLEY , FARRY and
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