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A number of historic covered bridges have been set on fire in my district. While
current Commonwealth law provides for varying levels of arson offenses, there is no
specific provision for, or protection of, historic structures.

In the near future, I will be reintroducing legislation to create an offense of arson
of a historic resource. A historic resource would be defined as a building or structure,
including a covered bridge, which has either:

. been in existence for more than 100 years, or
. is listed in the National Register of Historic Places or the Pennsylvania
Register of Historic Places.

Any person who sets on fire, or causes an explosion, intending to damage or
destroy a historic resource would be guilty of a felony of the second degree and would be
subject to a mandatory prison term of at least one year.

If you would like to cosponsor this important legislation, please contact Norma
Aviles at 783-3154 or via GroupWise at naviles@pahousegop.com.

PIC/nia

Previous Cosponsors: BARRAR, BEAR, BELFANTI, BOYD, BRENNAN, BROOKS,
CAUSER, COHEN, CREIGHTON, DONATUCCI, D. EVANS, FABRIZIO, FLECK, GEIST,
GIBBONS, HARKINS, HELM, HESS, M. KELLER, KILLION, KORTZ, MAJOR, MANN,
MILLARD, MOUL, MURT, D. O'BRIEN, O'NEILL, PALLONE, PAYNE, PETRI, PHILLIPS,
PICKETT, QUINN, RAPP, READSHAW, ROHRER, SCAVELLO, SIPTROTH, K. SMITH,
STERN, STEVENSON, VULAKOVICH, WALKO, WATSON AND YOUNGBLOOD



