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BILL NO.    Senate Bill 601   PRINTER’S NO.  1188 

 

 

AMOUNT       FUND   

 

No Fiscal Impact              General Fund 
 

 

DATE INTRODUCED     PRIME SPONSOR   

 

March 8, 2013      Senator Scarnati 
 

HISTORY OF BILL   

 
Referred to STATE GOVERNMENT, March 8, 2013 

Reported as committed, April 30, 2013 

First consideration, April 30, 2013  

Re-referred to APPROPRIATIONS, May 14, 2013 

Re-reported as amended, June 10, 2013 

 

DESCRIPTION AND PURPOSE OF BILL   

 

Senate Bill 601 amends Title 44 (Law and Justice) by adding a chapter, the Uniform 
Electronic Legal Material Act.  The bill also amends Title 45 (Legal Notices). 

 
Chapter 7 of Title 44, shall be known and cited as the Uniform Electronic Legal 
Material Act.  It defines “bureau,” “electronic,” “legal material,” “official publisher,” 

“publish,” “record,” and “state.” 
 

The bill authorizes publishers who choose to publish legal material solely in 
electronic format to designate the electronic record as the official record, if he 
complies with authenticating, preservation and security, and public access 

requirements of the law.  If a publisher chooses to publish legal material in a record 
other than the electronic record, that publisher has the option of designating the 

electronic record as the official record, if he complies with the same requirements. 
 
The bill requires a publisher of legal material that designates the electronic record 

as the official record to authenticate the record.  The publisher must provide a 
method for the user to determine that the record received is unaltered from the 

official record published by the publisher. 
 
The bill states that in Pennsylvania, legal material as an authenticated electronic 

record, is presumed to be an accurate copy of the legal material.  The bill also 
provides that if another state has a substantially similar electronic official record 

law, that the electronic record is presumed to be an accurate copy of the legal 
material. 

http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/cteeInfo/Index.cfm?Code=41&CteeBody=S
http://ldpc6.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/RCC/PUBLIC/listVotes.cfm?sYear=2013&sInd=0&chamber=S&cteeCde=41&nbr=601&bBody=S&type=B&theDate=04/30/2013
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/cteeInfo/Index.cfm?Code=3&CteeBody=S
http://ldpc6.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/RCC/PUBLIC/listVotes.cfm?sYear=2013&sInd=0&chamber=S&cteeCde=3&nbr=601&bBody=S&type=B&theDate=06/10/2013
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The publisher of an official electronic record of legal material must provide for its 
preservation and security either in its electronic form or a form that is not 
electronic.  If in its electronic form, the official publisher must 1) ensure the 

integrity of the record; 2) provide for backup and disaster recovery of the record; 
and 3) ensure continuing usability of the material. 

 
The official publisher must assure that the material required to be preserved, must 

be reasonably available for use by the public on a permanent basis.  The official 
publisher of legal material as an electronic record must adhere to certain standards 
listed in Section 709. 

 
Title 45 (Legal Notices) is amended by adding the definitions, “authenticate,” 

“electronic,” “publish,” and “record.” 
 
The bill increases the governmental membership of the Joint Committee on 

Documents, an administrative board in the Department of General Services, from 
five to nine members.  The bill adds the following members: General Counsel, 

Director of the Pennsylvania Code, the Minority Leader of the Senate, and the 
Minority Leader of the House. 
 

The bill makes several technical changes to the existing language in the Legal 
Notices code. 

 
The bill requires an investigation and public hearing by the Joint Committee on 
Documents prior to the selection of a sole source contractor by the Joint Committee 

for items listed in Section 732 (a) to be published by the Legislative Reference 
Bureau. 

 
The bill takes effect in 60 days.   
 

FISCAL IMPACT: 
 

The bill adds 4 additional governmental members to the Joint Committee on 

Documents.  While these Committee members do not receive compensation for 

serving, they are eligible for reimbursement for travel and other actual expenses in 

the performance of their duties.  However, the Department of General Services 

(DGS) has no record of requests for reimbursement of expenses from the 

Committee members.  Therefore, DGS does not anticipate additional costs by 

adding four governmental members to the Committee. 

 

 

 


