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AMOUNT       FUND   

 
No Fiscal Impact     General     

              

DATE INTRODUCED   PRIME SPONSOR    

 
Jan. 29, 2009      Senator Greenleaf  
  

HISTORY OF BILL   

 
Referred to JUDICIARY, Jan. 29, 2009  

Reported as committed, Feb. 10, 2009 
First consideration, Feb. 10, 2009 

Re-referred to APPROPRIATIONS, March 9, 2009 
Re-reported as amended, June 1, 2009 

  

DESCRIPTION AND PURPOSE OF BILL   
 

Senate Bill 112 codifies and consolidates in Title 61 of the 
Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes, the acts relating to prisons, 

probation and parole and makes conforming amendments to the 
Judicial Code (42 Pa.C.S.).  The newly consolidated Title 61 will be 

known as the “Prisons and Parole Code.” 

 
Unlike the Crimes Code (18 Pa.C.S) and the Judicial Code (42 Pa.C.S), 

Title 61 of the Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes (Penal and 
Correctional Institutions) has never been codified. Purdon’s Title 61, 

entitled “Penal Institutions,” contains various acts of the General 
Assembly dating back to 1819. The purpose of the Title 61 codification 

is to repeal acts that are obsolete, modernize terminology and clarify 
the law without making substantive changes. The bill makes no 

substantive changes in existing statute. 
 

 Part I of Title 61 contains preliminary provisions (short title, 
definitions); 

 Part II provides for correctional facilities, both state institutions 
and county jails; 
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 Part III focuses on inmates and covers topics such as inmate 

labor, medical services and visitation; 
 Part IV codifies the probation and parole law; 

 Part V contains interstate compacts including the compact that 
governs the transfer of offenders between states. 

 
In addition, Senate Bill 112 moves statutory provisions that are more 

directly related to the courts to the Judicial Code (42 Pa.C.S.) and 

Judicial Code Chapter 99 relating to state intermediate punishment has 
been moved to Chapter 41 in Title 61.  Finally, Senate Bill 112 

organizes the subject matter and modernizes the terminology in Title 
61 and repeals numerous acts either as obsolete or to codify them into 

Title 61. 
 

House Bills 4, 5, 6 and 7 that were enacted by the General Assembly 
and ultimately signed by the Governor during the 2007-2008 Session 

(Acts 81-2008, 82-2008, 83-2008 and 84-2008), were part of a prison 
and sentencing reform package.  These Acts made significant changes 

to the laws pertaining to prisons and parole.  These changed 
provisions have also been incorporated into Senate Bill 112. 

 
 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

 
This legislation represents a codification of existing laws relating to 

penal and correctional institutions and probation and parole by 
repealing acts that are obsolete, modernizing terminology, and 

clarifying these existing laws and is not intended to make any 
substantive changes.  Therefore, there should be no adverse impact on 

Commonwealth funds. 
  


