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SUMMARY:  
House Bill 2046 amends the Judicial Code concerning definitions related to bonds and 
recognizances. It would take effect in 180 days. 
 
ANALYSIS:  
House Bill 2046 both adds and changes definitions related to bonds and recognizances in the Judicial 
Code. The current definition of “bail bondsman” as a person who engages in the business of giving 
bail as a surety for compensation is changed to the definition of “professional bondsman,” and “bail 
bondsman” is defined as a professional bondsman or a surety bondsman. 
 
The terms “business of giving bail" and "business of a bail bondsman" include acting as a surety for 
a defendant, indemnifying a surety for a defendant or providing financial support for the release of 
a defendant on a monetary condition of release on bail with or without compensation to a defendant. 
A person is engaged in the business of giving bail notwithstanding whether the person completes a 
necessary written obligation required by the court of a surety or by allowing a defendant for which 
a bond is issued to submit a necessary written obligation in the defendant's own name as surety. 
 
Finally, "surety bondsman" is defined as a person who engages in the business of giving bail as a 
surety without compensation in a judicial district for at least three defendants within 30 days in 
criminal proceedings not arising out of the same transaction or occurrence. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT:  
The Pennsylvania Insurance Department has no way to estimate how many individuals might seek 
licensing as bail bondsmen due to the changes in this legislation. Therefore, any potential fiscal 
impact on the Commonwealth cannot be estimated. 
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