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SUMMARY:  House Bill 44 amends Title 61 (Prisons and Parole) concerning the investigation of 
the circumstances of an offense and corrections officer statement, testimony and participation in 
a hearing.  It would take effect in 60 days. 
 
ANALYSIS:  Currently, Title 61 lists elements the PA Board of Probation and Parole must 
consider when making parole decisions.  House Bill 44 would add the written statement or 
testimony of a corrections officer to this list. 
 
House Bill 44 also adds a new section to Title 61 concerning corrections officers’ statements, 
testimony, and participation in hearings.  It provides that a corrections officer who has care, 
custody and control of an inmate under consideration for parole may provide a written statement 
to the board or testify to the board regarding the conduct of the inmate while in prison.  Within 
30 days of receiving notice that an inmate is being considered for parole, a corrections officer may 
submit a written statement or notify the Board of the officer's intent to testify in person.  A 
corrections officer who provides a written statement or testifies to the Board must do so as a part 
of that officer's regular employment and will be compensated at the same rate that the officer 
would be compensated for conducting the officer's regular duties. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT:  Enactment of this legislation could have a fiscal impact on the 
Commonwealth.  According to the Department of Corrections, there are approximately 20,000 
parole hearings per year.  It is not possible to estimate how many officers would choose to testify 
under this legislation, so the extent of any fiscal impact cannot be estimated at this time. 
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