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SUMMARY:  Senate Bill 75 amends the Crimes Code and the Judicial Code concerning human 
trafficking.  It would take effect in 60 days. 
 
ANALYSIS:  This legislation amends the Crimes Code by repealing Chapter 30 concerning the 
“trafficking of persons” and replacing it with a new, more comprehensive Chapter 30 
concerning “human trafficking.”  The new chapter is divided into five subchapters lettered A 
through E.  Subchapter A, General Provisions, provides for definitions used throughout the 
Chapter. 
 
Subchapter B concerns the Prosecution of Human Trafficking and is summarized by section 
below. 
 
Section 3011 establishes the offense of trafficking in individuals, which mirrors the current 
offense of “trafficking of persons.”  This is a felony of the second degree unless it results in a 
minor being subjected to sexual servitude, in which case it is a felony of the first degree. 
 
Section 3012 establishes the offense of involuntary servitude, a felony of the first degree. 
 
Section 3013 establishes the offense of patronizing a victim of sexual servitude, a felony of the 
second degree. 
 
Section 3014 establishes the offense of unlawful conduct regarding documents, a felony of the 
third degree. 
 
Section 3015 establishes the offense of nonpayment of wages, a misdemeanor of the third degree 
if the amount owed is less than $2,000; and a felony of the third degree if $2,000 or more is 
owed, or it is a second or subsequent offense, or the person falsely denies the amount due or the 
validity of the debt. 
 
Section 3016 provides that anyone who interferes with or prevents the enforcement of any of the 
offenses above will be subject to the same penalties imposed for that offense. 
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Section 3017 provides that any business entity or other legal entity that knowingly aids or 
participates in any of the above offenses will be subject to a fine of not more than $1 million, the 
revocation of the entity’s charter or certificate of authority, and any other relief the court deems 
equitable. 
 
Section 3018 establishes certain facts or conditions that will not constitute a defense against the 
above offenses related to human trafficking. 
 
Section 3019 establishes rules and procedures to provide victim protection during prosecution 
of human trafficking related offenses. 
 
Section 3020 establishes specific rules concerning restitution related to human trafficking. 
 
Section 3021 provides for the sale of assets forfeited as the result of investigations into human 
trafficking, with sale proceeds used to cover the expenses of such investigations.  If any 
proceeds remains after these expenses are paid they are to be disbursed as follows: 

 30% to the office of the prosecuting attorney to be used to investigate and prosecute 
human trafficking cases. 

 35% to the Pennsylvania Commission on Crime and Delinquency (PCCD) for grants to 
develop, expand, or strengthen programs to prevent and help the victims of human 
trafficking. 

 35% to PCCD for the Office of Victims’ Services to provide services to victims of human 
trafficking. 

 
Section 3022 provides for a minimum one year suspension of a professional license if the holder 
of a professional license, in the course of a violation of a human trafficking offense knowingly 
employs or permits the employment of a victim of human trafficking. 
 
Section 3023 provides that remedies under this chapter are cumulative to criminal penalties and 
forfeitures provided under other Commonwealth laws. 
 
Sections 3024 and 3025 place requirements on the Pennsylvania Commission on Sentencing 
(PCS).  The Commission must provide enhancements for courts to consider in cases of human 
trafficking and involuntary servitude, and collect data and other information on sentences 
imposed for these crimes. 
 
Subchapter C concerns the prevention of human trafficking and requires the PCCD to make 
grants to state agencies, units of local government, and nongovernmental agencies, subject to 
the availability of funds.  If funds are available, these grants could be used to develop, expand 
or strengthen programs for victims of human trafficking; ensure prevention of human 
trafficking by increasing public awareness; and ensure protection of victims by training first 
responders. 
 
Subchapter D concerns the protection of victims of human trafficking.  It provides for civil 
causes of action for victims of human trafficking against persons participating in human 
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trafficking.  Law enforcement agencies are required to take reasonable steps to identify, protect, 
and assist victims of human trafficking, and the Commonwealth, including those acting on its 
behalf, must provide services to minor victims of human trafficking in a manner that is in the 
best interest of the minor and appropriate to the situation.  Subject to the availability of funding, 
PCCD would make an informational sheet available that provides information on services 
available to victims of human trafficking.  The Department of Labor and Industry must enforce 
labor standards and working conditions without regard to the legal status of the individual’s 
right to work in the United States.  In addition, law enforcement can seek special immigrant 
visas for human trafficking victims who cooperate with investigations. 
 
Subchapter E contains numerous miscellaneous provisions.  This includes the provision that, in 
addition to any money that may be appropriated by the General Assembly for its work, the 
PCCD may apply for and expend federal grants and other public and private sources of funds. 
 
This legislation also contains other provisions concerning how the new Chapter 30 relates to 
other areas of the Crimes Code and Judicial Code.  
 
FISCAL IMPACT:  The current Chapter 30 in the Crimes Code contains one offense, 
“trafficking of persons.”  This legislation would replace this current offense with trafficking in 
individuals and adds the offenses of involuntary servitude, patronizing a victim of sexual 
servitude, unlawful conduct regarding documents, and nonpayment of wages.  According to 
the PCS, there have only been two convictions under Chapter 30 of the Crimes Code since it 
took effect in 2007.  This suggests these changes would not increase sentences or convictions to 
an extent that would impact state or local corrections or probation and parole budgets.  
However, no data is available specific to the new offense created by this bill, so the potential 
number of new convictions is difficult to estimate. 
 
The PCS indicates that any sentencing enhancement enacted by the Commission would likely 
increase the duration of sentences rather than change the type of sentences imposed by the 
courts.  Therefore, the number of cases receiving a state prison sentence would likely only 
increase minimally, if at all.  However, increasing the length of sentences may have a long-term 
impact on the Pennsylvania Department of Corrections (DOC).  Any long-term population 
increases or additional costs to the DOC cannot be determined at this time. 
 
Several sections of this legislation assign responsibilities to the PCCD, subject to the availability 
of funds.  Therefore, the PCCD considers this legislation to have no fiscal impact since it does 
not require expenditures unless state funds are appropriated or federal or private grants are 
available. 
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