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SUMMARY:  Senate Bill 943 amends the Judicial Code by establishing an alcohol offense prevention fee.  It 
would take effect in 60 days. 
 
ANALYSIS:  The alcohol offense prevention fee established by this legislation is a $100 fee imposed for each 
conviction for a series of alcohol related offenses.  These offenses are public drunkenness and similar 
misconduct; misrepresentation of age to secure liquor or malt or brewed beverages; purchase, consumption, 
possession or transportation of liquor or malt or brewed beverages; representing that minor is of age; 
inducement of minors to buy liquor or malt or brewed beverages; selling or furnishing liquor or malt or 
brewed beverages to minors; manufacture or sale of false identification card; carrying a false identification 
card; selling or furnishing non-alcoholic beverages to persons under 21 years of age; operating watercraft 
under influence of alcohol or controlled substance; homicide by watercraft while operating under influence; 
hunting or furtaking prohibited while under influence of alcohol or controlled substance; minor prohibited 
from operating vehicle with any alcohol in system; homicide by vehicle while driving under influence; 
aggravated assault by vehicle while driving under influence; and driving under influence of alcohol or 
controlled substance. 
 
This fee would only be collected in municipalities in which an institution of higher education is wholly or 
partially situated.  The fee would be transferred to the municipality to be expended on programs directed at 
enforcement and prevention of the alcohol-related offenses listed above which are run by law enforcement 
officers of the municipality or on behalf of the municipality. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT:  Enactment of this legislation will have no adverse impact on Commonwealth funds.  
However, according to calendar year 2011 data from the Administrative Office of the Pennsylvania Courts, 
there were 79,193 convictions for the above mentioned alcohol related offenses.  Of that total, 30,047 occurred 
in municipalities in which an institution of higher education is wholly or partially situated.  There are 109 such 
municipalities located in 45 counties across the state. 
 
Assuming a similar number of convictions in these municipalities after enactment of Senate Bill 943, it would 
generate approximately $3 million per year statewide to be distributed to the municipalities in which the 
alcohol offense prevention fee was imposed. 
 
PREPARED BY: Jeff Miller  
 House Appropriations Committee (R) 
 
DATE: October 17, 2012 
 
Estimates are calculated using the best information available.  Actual costs and revenue impact incurred may vary from estimates. 

 


