
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 
 

 

FISCAL NOTE 
 

 

 

SENATE BILL NO. 237 PRINTERS NO. 722   PRIME SPONSOR: Tartaglione 

    

 

             COST / (SAVINGS) 

FUND FY 2011/12 FY 2012/13 

Motor License Fund $0 ($6,656,841) 

Municipal Funds $0 $6,656,841 

 

 

 

SUMMARY: Senate Bill 237, Printer’s Number 722, amends Title 42 (Judicial Code) 

regard ing fines from vehicle offenses prosecuted  as a result of State Police actions and 

citations.  The act shall take in 60 days upon enactment. 

 

ANALYSIS:  This bill amends Title 42 § 3571(b) to provide that fines and  forfeitures for 

vehicle offenses prosecuted  as the result of State Police action (which , under current law , are 

d istributed  to municipalities in the ratio established  under the Liquid  Fuels Tax Municipal 

Allocation) shall only be d istributed  to municipalities that:  

•  have a population of no more than 3,000; or  

•  provide at least 40 hours per week of local police services through a municipal police 

department, regional police department or contract for police services with another 

municipality or regional department.  

 

Revenues not payable to municipalities under this provision shall be transferred  to the PA 

State Police for cadet classes.  

 

The bill further provides that, notwithstanding the above, all fines and  forfeitures imposed  as 

a result of State Police action on an interstate highway shall be payable to the 

Commonwealth for credit to the Motor License Fund.  

 

Title 42 § 3571(b) currently provides that, except for revenue under Chapter 77 of Title 75 

(relating to snowmobiles) and  Title 75 § 3802 (relating to DUI), all fines, forfeited  

recognizances and  other forfeitures imposed , lost or forfeited  for vehicle offenses in 

connection with matters arising under the Title 75 shall be payable to the Commonwealth. 

Further, if the prosecution is the result of State Police action, all such funds are payable to the 

Commonwealth, for credit to the Motor License Fund and one-half of the revenue shall be 

paid  to municipalities in the same ratio provided  in the Liquid  Fuels Tax Municipal 

Allocation.  
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FISCAL IMPACT: Enactment of this legislation will not adversely impact Commonwealth 

Funds. The legislation would  create a maximum amount of approximately $6.7 million for 

the Motor License Fund in Fiscal Year 2012-13 from all municipalities in the Commonwealth  

utilizing fine revenue data from 2010 as a basis. 

 

According to data provided  by PennDOT and the Governor’s Budget Office, fine revenue 

d istributed  to municipalities totaled  approximately $12.4 million in 2010. Their analysis 

ind icates that approximately 44.6% of Pennsylvania State Police citations are written on 

interstate highways including the Pennsylvania Turnpike. Therefore, red irecting that fine 

revenue from all municipalities to the Motor License Fund would  total approximately $5.5 

million in Fiscal Year 2012-13 based  on 2010 fine revenue data.  

 

The Governor’s Budget Office suggests that there are 321 municipalities exceeding 3,000 

residents where the Pennsylvania State Police provide primary or part -time enforcement. 

Redirecting fine revenues from those 321 municipalities would  provide a maximum of 

approximately $1.1 million in Fiscal Year 2012-13 to the Pennsylvania State Police for cadet 

classes. The Pennsylvania State Police are unable to identify the number of hours that a part -

time police force provides, therefore, it would  be possible that a part-time police force could  

provide more than 40 hours per week which would  reduce the $1.1 million in Fiscal Year 

2012-13.  
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Estimates are calculated using the best information available.  Actual costs and revenue impact 

incurred may vary from estimates.  


