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SUMMARY:  House Bill 2275 amends Title 42, Jud icial Code, and  Title 57, Notaries Public, by 

updating these laws concerning declarations and  notaries public.  The effective dates vary by 

provision. 

 

ANALYSIS:  This legislation adds a new chapter to the Judicial Code concerning Uniform Unsworn 

Foreign Declarations and  a new chapter to Notaries Public revising the uniform law on notarial acts.  

 

The Uniform Unsworn Declarations Act applies to unsworn declarations by individuals who at the 

time of making a declaration are physically located  outside the boundaries of the United  States, 

whether or not the location is subject to the jurisd iction of the United  States. 

 

The adoption of the Revised  Uniform Law on Notarial Acts would  modernize Pennsylvania’s notary 

law and standard ize it with other states while retaining many of the existing safeguards in 

Pennsylvania’s current notary public law, such as education, journal , and  bonding requirements.  The 

bill codifies current notary practice, reconciles inconsistent sections of the current law , and  repeals 

obsolete sections.  The bill also updates the notary law to take into account new technologies. 

 

FISCAL IMPACT:  Enactment of this legislation will have a nominal fiscal impact on the Department 

of State.  The Department will need  to make changes to current processes and  regulations concerning 

examinations for first time notary applicants, changes that will likely necessitate enhancements to the 

current notaries database to process and  store this information.  These changes will occur during the 

normal course of system upgrades, and  can be handled  within the Department’s current and 

projected  funding. 
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