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SUMMARY:  House Bill 1397 amends the Crimes Code by adding sexual assault by a sports 

official and  volunteer or employee of a nonprofit association as an offense.  It would  take effect 

in 60 days. 

 

ANALYSIS:  This legislation makes it a felony of the third  degree for a person who serves as a 

sports official in a sports program or an employee or volunteer of a nonprofit association to 

engage in sexual intercourse, deviate sexual intercourse or indecent contact with a child  under 

18 years of age participating in an activity of th e sports program or a program or activity of the 

nonprofit association.  The bill also adds definitions. 

 

FISCAL IMPACT: The fiscal impact of this bill arises from treating as a felony behavior that 

under current law may be only a misdemeanor or even  non-criminal if it involves a minor who 

is 16 or 17 years of age.  Much depends on the circumstances of each individual case. 

 

Reliable data do not exist to predict how many sports officials and  volunteers or employees of 

nonprofits will be convicted  and  sentenced  with enactment of this legislation .  However, it may 

be useful to consider data on professional educators for comparative purposes. 

 

According to the Department of Education, there are approximately 127,000 classroom teachers 

in Pennsylvania, and  in 2010, 63 d iscip linary actions were taken against educators involving 

sexual misconduct with students.  Given this relatively small number of d isciplinary actions on 

a comparative population, the overall fiscal impact of this legislation on the state is predicted  to 

be minimal.  The current average cost of incarcerating an offender in state prison is $33,000 per 

year and  the average cost for state parole supervision is $3,000 per year. 
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