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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 485 “%2”

INTRODUCED BY BARTOLOTTA, J. WARD, STREET, LANGERHOLC, COLLETT,
GORDNER, PHILLIPS-HILL, SCAVELLO, YAW, REGAN, SCHWANK,
MASTRIANO, ROBINSON AND MUTH, MARCH 19, 2021

AS AMENDED ON SECOND CONSIDERATION, IN SENATE, JUNE 21, 2021
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AMENDING TITLE 51 (MILITARY AFFAIRS) OF THE PENNSYLVANIA <--
CONSOLIDATED STATUTES, IN VETERAN-OWNED SMALL BUSINESSES,
FURTHER PROVIDING FOR DEFINITIONS; PROVIDING FOR
MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS; AND IMPOSING A PENALTY.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
hereby enacts as follows:
Seetteonr—3—Chapter—S6heading—of Fitle—S5t+——of+he— <=--
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grder—section—06722{er—
SECTION 1. THE DEFINITION OF "VETERAN" IN SECTION 9601 OF <=--

TITLE 51 OF THE PENNSYLVANIA CONSOLIDATED STATUTES IS AMENDED TO
READ:
§ 9601. DEFINITIONS.

SUBJECT TO SECTION 9602 (RELATING TO REGULATIONS), THE
FOLLOWING WORDS AND PHRASES WHEN USED IN THIS CHAPTER SHALL HAVE
THE MEANINGS GIVEN TO THEM IN THIS SECTION UNLESS THE CONTEXT
CLEARLY INDICATES OTHERWISE:

* x *

"VETERAN." [AN INDIVIDUAL WHO SERVED IN THE UNITED STATES
ARMED FORCES, INCLUDING A RESERVE COMPONENT OR THE NATIONAL
GUARD, AND WHO WAS DISCHARGED OR RELEASED FROM SERVICE UNDER

CONDITIONS OTHER THAN DISHONORABLE.] ANY OF THE FOLLOWING:

(1) AN INDIVIDUAL WHO SERVED ON ACTIVE DUTY IN THE
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1 UNITED STATES ARMED FORCES, INCLUDING THE RESERVE AND

2 NATTONAL GUARD, WHO WAS DISCHARGED OR RELEASED FROM SERVICE
3 UNDER HONORABLE CONDITIONS.

4 (2) A RESERVIST OR MEMBER OF THE NATIONAL GUARD WHO

5 COMPLETED AN INITTAT TERM OF ENLTISTMENT OR QUALTFYTING PERIOD
6 OF SERVICE.

7 (3) A RESERVIST OR MEMBER OF THE NATIONAL GUARD WHO WAS
8 DISABLED IN THE LINE OF DUTY DURING TRAINING.

9 * x %
10 SECTION 2. CHAPTER 96 OF TITLE 51 IS AMENDED BY ADDING A

11 SUBCHAPTER TO READ:

12 SUBCHAPTER D
13 MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS
14 SEC.

15 9621. DEFINITIONS.

16 9622. VETERAN-OWNED BUSINESS LOGOTYPE.

17 9623. NONPROFIT MEMBERSHIP ASSOCIATION.

18 § 9621. DEFINITIONS.

19 AS USED IN THIS SUBCHAPTER, THE FOLLOWING WORDS AND PHRASES

20 SHALL HAVE THE MEANINGS GIVEN TO THEM IN THIS SECTION UNLESS THE

21 CONTEXT CLEARLY INDICATES OTHERWISE:

22 "NONPROFIT MEMBERSHIP ASSOCIATION." A NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION

23 WHOSE MISSTION IS TO SUPPORT VETERANS, RESERVISTS, NATIONAL GUARD

24 MEMBERS, THEIR SPOUSES AND FAMILIES.

25 "VETERAN-OWNED BUSINESS." A BUSINESS OWNED OR CONTROLLED BY

26 A VETERAN.

27 & 9622. VETERAN-OWNED BUSINESS LOGOTYPE.

28 (A) LOGOTYPE.--EXCEPT AS PROVIDED UNDER SECTION 9623

29 (RELATING TO NONPROFIT MEMBERSHIP ASSOCIATION), THE DEPARTMENT

30 SHALL DEVELOP AND DESTIGN AN OFFICIAL COMMONWEALTH LOGOTYPE TO BE
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USED BY A VETERAN-OWNED BUSINESS.

(B) APPLICATION.--EXCEPT AS PROVIDED UNDER SECTION 9623, THE

DEPARTMENT SHALL DEVELOP AN APPLICATION, CRITERIA AND

AFFTRMATTON UPON WHTICH AN ELTGIBLE BUSINESS MAY APPLY FOR A

LICENSE TO USE THE TOGOTYPE UNDER THIS SECTION.

(C) FELIGIBILITY.--A VETERAN-OWNED BUSINESS SHALL BE ELTIGIBLE

TO BE ISSUED A LICENSE TO USE THE LOGOTYPE TIF':

(1) THE BUSINESS IS REGISTERED WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF

STATE; AND

(2) AT ILEAST 51% OF THE OWNERSHIP INTEREST IN THE

BUSINESS IS HELD BY A VETERAN.

(D) VERTFTICATION OF MIILTTARY SERVICE STATUS.--EXCEPT AS

PROVIDED UNDER SECTION 9623, THE FOLLOWING SHALL APPLY:

(1) THE DEPARTMENT SHALL VERTIFY THE MILITARY SERVICE

STATUS OF EACH BUSINESS OWNER SEEKING STATUS AS A VETERAN-

OWNED BUSINESS WITHOUT ADDITIONAL VERIFICATION, BY CONFIRMING

THAT THE BUSINESS:

(I) POSSESSES A VALTD VERIFICATION ISSUED BY THE

DEPARTMENT OF GENERAL SERVICES AS A VETERAN BUSINESS

ENTERPRTISE, INCLUDING A VETERAN-OWNED SMATLL BUSINESS

ENTERPRTISE OR A SERVICE-DISABLED VETERAN-OWNED SMALL

BUSINESS ENTERPRISE.

(IT) POSSESSES A VALID VERIFTICATION ISSUED BY THE

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS THROUGH

VETBIZ OR ITS SUCCESSOR.

(2) NOTHING UNDER THIS SUBSECTION SHALL PROHIBIT THE

DEPARTMENT FROM WORKING WITH ANOTHER STATE AGENCY OR AN

ADDITTONAL THTRD-PARTY ENTITY TO ESTABLISH VETERAN-OWNED

BUSINESS VERTFICATION.

(E) NOTICE.--WITHIN 10 DAYS OF THE CREATION OF A LOGOTYPE
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UNDER THIS SECTION AND THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE CRITERIA

NECESSARY TO USE AND DISPLAY THE LOGOTYPE AND THE APPLICATIONS

AND INSTRUCTIONS ON HOW TO COMPLETE AND SUBMIT AN APPLICATION,

THE DEPARTMENT SHATLL POST ON A PUBLICLY ACCESSTIBLE TINTERNET

WEBSTITE OF THE DEPARTMENT, A NOTICE THAT:

(1) THE LOGOTYPE UNDER THIS SECTION IS AVAILABLE TO AN

ELTGIBLE BUSINESS.

(2) INCLUDES THE CRITERIA NECESSARY TO RECEIVE A LICENSE

TO USE AND DISPLAY THE LOGOTYPE AND ALLOWS FOR ACCESS TO THE

APPLICATIONS AND INSTRUCTIONS ON HOW TO COMPLETE AND SUBMIT

THE APPLICATIONS.

(F) ISSUANCE.--EXCEPT AS PROVIDED UNDER SECTION 9623, THE

DEPARTMENT SHALL TSSUE A LICENSE TO USE AND DISPLAY THE TOGOTYPE

TO AN APPLICANT DEEMED ELIGIBLE UNDER SUBSECTION (C).

(G) FEE.--

(1) AN INITIAL FEE OF $250 IS ESTABLISHED FOR THE

ISSUANCE OF A LICENSE TO USE AND DISPLAY THE LOGOTYPE.

(2) A RENEWAL FEE OF $100 IS ESTABLISHED FOR EACH

SUBSEQUENT LICENSE RENEWAL TERMS.

(3) FEES COLLECTED UNDER THIS SUBSECTION SHALT BE USED

AS FOLLOWS:

(I) FIFTY PERCENT OF THE FEE SHALL BE TRANSEFERRED TO

THE VETERANS' TRUST FUND.

(IT) FIFTY PERCENT OF THE FEE SHALL BE USED FOR

ADMINISTRATIVE COSTS.

(4) IF A NONPROFIT MEMBERSHIP ASSOCIATION IS CHOSEN

UNDER SECTION 9623, THE NONPROFIT MEMBERSHIP ASSOCIATION

SHATLTL:

(1) COLLECT THE FEE UNDER THIS SUBSECTION;

(IT) TRANSFER 50% OF THE FEE QUARTERLY TO THE
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DEPARTMENT FOR DISPOSITION UNDER PARAGRAPH (3) (I);

(ITT) RETAIN 50% OF THE FEE FOR ADMINISTRATIVE

COSTS; AND

(IV) ANNUALLY SUBMIT AN AUDIT TO THE AUDITOR GENERATL

OF THE FEES COLLECTED, TRANSFERRED AND RETAINED UNDER

THIS PARAGRAPH.

(5) THE DEPARTMENT SHALL ADJUST THE FEE AMOUNTS UNDER

THIS SUBSECTION EVERY THREE YEARS TO REFLECT ANY UPWARD

CHANGES IN THE CONSUMER PRICE TINDEX FOR ALL URBAN CONSUMERS

FOR THE PHILADELPHIA-CAMDEN-WITMINGTON, PA-NJ-DE-MD AREA IN

THE PRECEDING 12 MONTHS AND SHALIL TRANSMIT THE ADJUSTED FEE

AMOUNT TO THE TLTEGISTATIVE REFERENCE BUREAU FOR PUBLICATION AS

A NOTTCE IN THE PENNSYIVANTA BULLETIN. THE FEE SHATLTL BE

ADJUSTED BY MULTIPLYING THE ANNUAL FEE AMOUNT BY ANY

PERCENTAGE INCREASE TO THE CONSUMER PRICE INDEX FOR ALL URBAN

CONSUMERS FOR THE PHITADELPHTIA-CAMDEN-WILMINGTON, PA-NJ-DE-MD

AREA, ROUNDED TO THE NEAREST $10. THE RESULTANT PRODUCT SHALL

BE ADDED TO THE FEE AMOUNT, AND THE SUM SHALL BECOME THE NEW

ANNUAL FEE AMOUNT UNDER THIS SUBSECTION.

(H) PENALTY .——

(1) AN INDIVIDUAL COMMITS A MISDEMEANOR OF THE THIRD

DEGREE TF THE TNDIVIDUAL FRAUDULENTLY HOLDS THE INDIVIDUAL

OUT TO BE A VETERAN FOR THE PURPOSE OF OBTAINING A LTICENSE OR

USING A LOGOTYPE UNDER THIS SUBCHAPTER.

(2) NOTWITHSTANDING ANY OTHER PROVISION OF LAW, THE FULL

AMOUNT OF EACH FINE COLLECTED FOR A VIOLATION OF PARAGRAPH

(1) SHALL BE DEPOSITED INTO THE VETERANS' TRUST FUND.

(1) REPORT.--BY MARCH 31ST OF EACH YEAR, THE DEPARTMENT

SHATT PREPARE AN ANNUAL REPORT ON THE NUMBER OF VETERAN-OWNED

BUSINESSES ISSUED A LICENSE TO USE THE ILOGOTYPE, THE ANNUAL
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1 APPLICATIONS AND RENEWALS OF THE LICENSE TO USE THE LOGOTYPE AND

2 THE ADMINISTRATION FEES COLLECTED DURING THE PRECEDING YEAR. A

3 COPY OF THE REPORT SHALL BE SENT TO THE VETERANS AFFATRS AND

4 EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS COMMITTEE OF THE SENATE AND THE VETERANS

5 AFFATRS AND EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS COMMITTEE OF THE HOUSE OF

6 REPRESENTATIVES.

7§ 9623. NONPROFIT MEMBERSHTIP ASSOCIATION.

8 THE DEPARTMENT MAY, EXCEPT FOR SECTION 9622 (D) (RELATING TO

9 VETERAN-OWNED BUSINESS LOGOTYPE), CONTRACT WITH A NONPROFIT

10 MEMBERSHIP ASSOCIATION TO PERFORM THE DUTIES AND

11 RESPONSIBILITIES UNDER SECTION 9622.

12 SECTION 3. THIS ACT SHALL TAKE EFFECT IN 60 DAYS.
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