PRIOR PRINTER'S NO. 268 PRINTER'S NO. 938

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 222 %%i°

INTRODUCED BY BOSCOLA, COSTA, SCHWANK, CAPPELLETTI, COMITTA,
KANE, KEARNEY, MARTIN, TOMLINSON, YUDICHAK, SANTARSIERO,
HUTCHINSON, COLLETT, MUTH, BARTOLOTTA, HAYWOOD, FONTANA,
VOGEL, STREET, SAVAL, L. WILLIAMS, BROWNE, A. WILLIAMS,
BREWSTER, TARTAGLIONE AND ARGALL, FEBRUARY 26, 2021

SENATOR ARGALL, STATE GOVERNMENT, AS AMENDED, JUNE 22, 2021
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Seetton—210+—Fffectisre—date~

PROVIDING FOR CONGRESSIONAL REAPPORTIONMENT AND REAPPORTIONMENT <=--
CRITERIA.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

hereby enacts as follows:
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25 SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

26 THIS ACT SHALL BE KNOWN AND MAY BE CITED AS THE CONGRESSIONAL
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CONTEXT CLEARLY INDICATES OTHERWISE:

"CENSUS." THE DECENNIAL COUNT OR ENUMERATION OF THE
POPULATION REQUIRED BY SECTION 2 OF ARTICLE I OF THE
CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES AND RELATED FEDERAL LAW
CONDUCTED EVERY 10 YEARS IN YEARS ENDING IN ZERO.

"CENSUS BLOCK."™ THE SMALLEST AND LOWEST LEVEL OF GEOGRAPHY
USED BY THE UNITED STATES CENSUS BUREAU TO TABULATE POPULATION
DATA COLLECTED DURING THE CENSUS, THAT IS COMPILED WITH OTHERS
INTO BLOCK GROUPS, WHICH ARE THEN COMPILED INTO CENSUS TRACTS,
AND THAT MAY HAVE ANY POPULATION LEVEL INCLUDING ZERO.

"COMMITTEES." THE STATE GOVERNMENT COMMITTEE OF THE SENATE
AND THE STATE GOVERNMENT COMMITTEE OF THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES OR THEIR SUCCESSOR COMMITTEES.

"CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT." THE BOUNDARIES DEFINING THE
CONSTITUENCY FROM WHICH A MEMBER OF THE CONGRESS OF THE UNITED
STATES IS ELECTED.

"CONGRESSIONAL REAPPORTIONMENT PLAN." A PROPOSAL TO
ESTABLISH ELECTION BOUNDARIES FOR CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS
PREPARED UNDER THE REQUIREMENTS OF THIS ACT. THE TERM INCLUDES A
REAPPORTIONMENT PLAN.

"DEVIATION." A STATISTICAL FORMULA MEASURING THE DEGREE TO
WHICH THE POPULATION OF A CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT VARIES FROM THE
IDEAL POPULATION OF THAT DISTRICT AS EXPRESSED AS A PERCENTAGE.

"IDEAL POPULATION." A POPULATION FIGURE DETERMINED BY
DIVIDING THE TOTAL POPULATION OF THIS COMMONWEALTH BY THE NUMBER
OF CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS TO BE CREATED AS DETERMINED BY THE
CENSUS.

"MUNICIPAL FRAGMENT OR ENCLAVE."™ A PORTION OF A POLITICAL
SUBDIVISION THAT IS GEOGRAPHICALLY ISOLATED FROM A CONGRESSIONAL

DISTRICT BECAUSE IT IS SURROUNDED ENTIRELY BY ANOTHER POLITICAL

20210SB0222PN0938 - 14 -



1 SUBDIVISION OR EQUIVALENT JURISDICTION.

2 "OVERALL RANGE." THE DIFFERENCE IN POPULATION BETWEEN THE

3 LARGEST AND THE SMALLEST CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS AS EXPRESSED AS
4 A PERCENTAGE THAT REFLECTS THE DIFFERENCE IN THE NUMBER OF

5 PEOPLE BETWEEN DISTRICTS.

6 "PLAN." A CONGRESSIONAL REAPPORTIONMENT PROPOSAL OFFERED

7 UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF THIS ACT.

8 "POLITICAL SUBDIVISION." A CITY, COUNTY, INCORPORATED TOWN,
9 BOROUGH, TOWNSHIP OR WARD WITHIN THIS COMMONWEALTH.
10 "REAPPORTIONMENT." THE REDRAWING OF THIS COMMONWEALTH'S
11 CONGRESSIONAL REPRESENTATIVES BASED UPON DATA FROM THE CENSUS.
12 THE TERM INCLUDES REDISTRICTING.
13 "VOTING DISTRICT." BOUNDARIES ESTABLISHED TO ADMINISTER
14 ELECTIONS FOR CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS. THE TERM MAY INCLUDE AN
15 ELECTION DISTRICT OR PRECINCT.
16 SECTION 3. COMMITTEE RESPONSIBILITIES.
17 NOT LONGER THAN 30 DAYS AFTER THE OFFICIAL REPORTING OF THE

18 CENSUS, THE COMMITTEES SHALL:

19 (1) DETERMINE THAT DATA FROM THE UNITED STATES CENSUS
20 BUREAU PROVIDED IN ACCORDANCE WITH 13 U.S.C. § 141 (RELATING
21 TO POPULATION AND OTHER CENSUS INFORMATION) IS AVAILABLE AND
22 USEABLE.

23 (2) DETERMINE THE IDEAL POPULATION FOR EACH

24 CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT.

25 (3) DISSEMINATE INFORMATION TO THE PUBLIC ON DATA TO BE
26 USED IN CREATING, EVALUATING OR ANALYZING MAPS OR DRAFTING
27 PLANS, WHICH SHALL INCLUDE CENSUS BLOCK DATA, VOTING

28 DISTRICTS AND REQUIREMENTS OF THE VOTING RIGHTS ACT OF 1965
29 (PUBLIC LAW 89-110, 52 U.S.C. § 10301 ET SEQ.), AS

30 INTERPRETED BY THE UNITED STATES SUPREME COURT.
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1 (4) DEVELOP A SYSTEM FOR RECEIVING AND PUBLICLY SHARING

2 WRITTEN COMMENTS AND CITIZEN CONGRESSIONAL REAPPORTIONMENT

3 PLANS.

4 (5) CONDUCT AT LEAST FOUR PUBLIC HEARINGS TO RECEIVE

5 INPUT FROM FOUR DIFFERENT AND DISTINCT REGIONS OF THIS

6 COMMONWEALTH ON PLANS.

7 (6) PROVIDE WRITTEN EXPLANATIONS OF':

8 (I) HOW A PLAN DIVIDES CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS INTO
9 COMPACT AND CONTIGUOUS TERRITORY NEARLY EQUAL IN

10 POPULATION AS PRACTICABLE WHILE ENSURING NO DIVISION OF
11 ANY COUNTY, CITY, INCORPORATED TOWN, BOROUGH, TOWNSHIP OR
12 WARD UNLESS ABSOLUTELY NECESSARY IN ACCORDANCE WITH
13 SECTION 4;
14 (IT) HOW A PLAN COMPLIES WITH SECTION 4;
15 (III) HOW A PLAN CONSIDERS PUBLIC COMMENTS AND
16 CITIZEN MAP SUBMISSIONS; AND
17 (IV) THE DIFFERENCES BETWEEN PRELIMINARY PLANS AND
18 THE FINAL PLAN.

19 SECTION 4. CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT STANDARDS.

20 (A) GENERAL RULE.--CONGRESSTIONAL DISTRICTS SHALL BE

21 ESTABLISHED ON THE BASIS OF POPULATION. EACH CONGRESSIONAL

22 DISTRICT SHALL HAVE A DEVIATION FROM THE IDEAL POPULATION THAT
23 SHALL NOT EXCEED THE OVERALL RANGE OF A CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
24 PLAN. A CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT PLAN SHALL HAVE AN OVERALL RANGE
25 OF 0%, EXCEPT A HIGHER RANGE SHALL BE USED TO PREVENT THE

26 DIVISION OF OR IN ANY POLITICAL SUBDIVISION AS PROVIDED FOR IN
27 SUBSECTION (B).

28 (B) BOUNDARIES.--CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT BOUNDARIES SHALL
29 COINCIDE WITH THE BOUNDARIES OF POLITICAL SUBDIVISIONS AS

30 FOLLOWS:
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(1) A CITY, INCORPORATED TOWN, BOROUGH OR TOWNSHIP WITH
A POPULATION LESS THAN THE IDEAL POPULATION OF A
CONGRESSTIONAL DISTRICT MAY NOT BE DIVIDED.

(2) THE NUMBER OF COUNTIES AND WARDS DIVIDED TO FORM ONE
OR MORE CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS SHALL BE THE MINIMUM NUMBER
NECESSARY TO NOT EXCEED THE OVERALL RANGE ESTABLISHED UNDER
SUBSECTION (A).

(3) IF A DIVISION IS NECESSITATED UNDER PARAGRAPH (2),
THE NUMBER OF DIVISIONS IN A COUNTY OR WARD TO FORM ONE OR
MORE CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT SHALL BE THE MINIMUM NUMBER
NECESSARY TO ACHIEVE EQUAL POPULATION UNDER SUBSECTION (A).

(4) NO VOTING PRECINCT MAY BE DIVIDED.

(5) PREFERENCE SHALL BE GIVEN TO MAINTAINING SCHOOL
DISTRICT BOUNDARIES BUT NOT IF DOING SO WOULD CREATE A
DIVISION TO A POLITICAL SUBDIVISION.

(C) CONTIGUOUS.--THE BOUNDARIES OF EACH DISTRICT SHALL BE
DRAWN USING A SINGLE NONINTERSECTING CONTINUOUS LINE. A COUNTY
OR MUNICIPAL FRAGMENT OR ENCLAVE CONTAINING LESS THAN FIFTY
PERSONS SHALL BE CONSIDERED CONTIGUOUS TO THE DISTRICT IF THE
REMAINDER OF THE COUNTY OR MUNICIPALITY IS WHOLLY WITHIN THE
SAME DISTRICT.

(D) COMPACTNESS.--THE BOUNDARIES OF EACH DISTRICT SHALL
PROVIDE FOR GEOGRAPHIC COMPACTNESS, HOWEVER, GEOGRAPHIC
COMPACTNESS SHALL NOT TAKE PRECEDENCE OVER THE PRECEDING
CRITERIA, INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED TO, OVERALL RANGE AND
NUMBER OF POLITICAL SUBDIVISIONS DIVIDED.

(E) VOTING RIGHTS ACT.--NOTHING IN THIS SECTION SHALL BE
CONSTRUED TO REQUIRE OR PERMIT ANY REAPPORTIONMENT POLICY OR
ACTION THAT IS CONTRARY TO THE VOTING RIGHTS ACT OF 1965 (PUBLIC

LAW 89-110, 52 U.s.C. § 10301 ET SEQ.), AS INTERPRETED BY THE
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1 UNITED STATES SUPREME COURT.
2 SECTION 5. EFFECTIVE DATE.

3 THIS ACT SHALL TAKE EFFECT IMMEDIATELY.
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