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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1842 >%°

INTRODUCED BY ZIMMERMAN, BROOKS, HAMM, MILLARD, WEBSTER, RADER,
QUINN, GAYDOS AND KEEFER, SEPTEMBER 9, 2021

AS REPORTED FROM COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES AND
ENERGY, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, AS AMENDED, OCTOBER 4, 2021
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AMENDING THE ACT OF JUNE 22, 1937 (P.L.1987, NO.394), ENTITLED <--
"AN ACT TO PRESERVE AND IMPROVE THE PURITY OF THE WATERS OF
THE COMMONWEALTH FOR THE PROTECTION OF PUBLIC HEALTH, ANIMAL
AND AQUATIC LIFE, AND FOR INDUSTRIAL CONSUMPTION, AND
RECREATION; EMPOWERING AND DIRECTING THE CREATION OF
INDEBTEDNESS OR THE ISSUING OF NON-DEBT REVENUE BONDS BY
POLITICAL SUBDIVISIONS TO PROVIDE WORKS TO ABATE POLLUTION;
PROVIDING PROTECTION OF WATER SUPPLY AND WATER QUALITY;
PROVIDING FOR THE JURISDICTION OF COURTS IN THE ENFORCEMENT
THEREOF; PROVIDING ADDITIONAL REMEDIES FOR ABATING POLLUTION
OF WATERS; IMPOSING CERTAIN PENALTIES; REPEALING CERTAIN
ACTS; REGULATING DISCHARGES OF SEWAGE AND INDUSTRIAL WASTES;
REGULATING THE OPERATION OF MINES AND REGULATING THE IMPACT
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OF MINING UPON WATER QUALITY, SUPPLY AND QUANTITY; PLACING
RESPONSIBILITIES UPON LANDOWNERS AND LAND OCCUPIERS AND TO
MAINTAIN PRIMARY JURISDICTION OVER SURFACE COAL MINING IN
PENNSYLVANIA," IN OTHER POLLUTIONS AND POTENTIAL POLLUTION,
PROVIDING FOR NOTICE OF DISCHARGE ENDANGERING PUBLIC HEALTH
OR ENVIRONMENT.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

hereby enacts as follows:
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13 fH——ecatses—or—witt——ecause—a—~vrotatron—of—water—eouatTty—

14 eriterisg—under 25Pa—Ffode—{redatina—te—environmental—

15 protectionr—for +the receiving waters—or

16 {2 r—execeeds—reportable—euantities—establishedunder——section—

17 3B8+——of+theFtederalWater Poliution Controt—Aet {62 Statr—33 55—

18 22 I & 1277\
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19 Section—3+—The—bEnvironmentat—Ouatity Board—shatt—promutgate—

20

21

22

23 Seetion—4+—This—act—shatt—take—effect—in66—days~-

24 SECTION 1. THE ACT OF JUNE 22, 1937 (P.L.1987, NO.394),

25 KNOWN AS THE CLEAN STREAMS LAW, IS AMENDED BY ADDING A SECTION
26 TO READ:

277 SECTION 404. NOTICE OF DISCHARGE ENDANGERING PUBLIC HEALTH

28 OR ENVIRONMENT.--(A) A PERSON WHO SPILLS, DISCHARGES OR

29 RELEASES A SUBSTANCE INTO THE WATERS OF THIS COMMONWEALTH, OR ON

30 A LOCATION FROM WHICH THE SUBSTANCE IS LIKELY TO ENTER THE
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WATERS OF THIS COMMONWEALTH, TAKING INTO ACCOUNT ANY CONTROL AND

REMEDIAL MEASURES, SHALL NOTIFY THE DEPARTMENT IF THE SPILL,

DISCHARGE OR RELEASE IS NOT AUTHORIZED BY A PERMIT FROM THE

DEPARTMENT AND IS TIKELY TO RENDER THE RECETIVING WATERS HARMFUL

TO PUBLIC HEATLTH OR THE ENVIRONMENT AS DETERMINED BY REPORTABLE

QUANTITIES OR OTHER READILY ASCERTAINABLE STANDARDS ADOPTED BY

REGULATION UNDER SUBSECTION (C).

(B) NO LATER THAN ONE HUNDRED EIGHTY DAYS AFTER THE

EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS SECTION, THE ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY BOARD

SHALL PUBLISH FOR PUBLIC COMMENT PROPOSED REGULATIONS

ESTABLISHING REPORTABLE QUANTITIES OR OTHER READILY

ASCERTATNABLE STANDARDS BY WHICH A PERSON UNDER SUBSECTION (A)

MAY DETERMINE WHETHER A SPILL, DISCHARGE OR RELEASE IS LIKELY TO

RENDER THE RECETVING WATERS HARMEFUL TO PUBLIC HEATLTH OR THE

ENVIRONMENT .

(C) NO LATER THAN THREE HUNDRED STIXTY-FTVE DAYS AFTER THE

EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS SECTION, THE ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY BOARD

SHALL PROMULGATE FINAL REGULATIONS ESTABLISHING REPORTABLE

QUANTITIES OR OTHER READILY ASCERTAINABLE STANDARDS BY WHICH A

PERSON UNDER SUBSECTION (A) MAY DETERMINE WHETHER A SPILL,

DISCHARGE OR RELEASE TS TLIKELY TO RENDER THE RECEIVING WATERS

HARMEUL TO PUBLIC HEALTH OR THE ENVIRONMENT.

SECTION 2. THIS ACT SHALL TAKE EFFECT IN 60 DAYS.
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