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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1536 %z

INTRODUCED BY GROVE, JUNE 3, 2021

AS REPORTED FROM COMMITTEE ON STATE GOVERNMENT, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES, AS AMENDED, DECEMBER 13, 2021

g W N

()

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

AN ACT

Apportioning this Commonwealth into congressional districts in
conformity with constitutional requirements; providing for
the nomination and election of Congressmen; and requiring
publication of notice of the establishment of congressional
districts following the Federal decennial census.

TABLE OF CONTENTS
Chapter 1. Preliminary Provisions

Section 101. Short title.

Section 102. Definitions.

Chapter 3. Establishment of Congressional Districts

Section 301. Congressional districts.

Section 302. Current officeholders AND VACANCIES. <--

Section 303. Missed political subdivision.
Section 304. Duty to publish notice of redistricting.
Chapter 15. Miscellaneous Provisions
Section 1501. Effective date.
The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

hereby enacts as follows:
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CHAPTER 1
PRELIMINARY PROVISIONS
SECTION 101. SHORT TITLE.

THIS ACT SHALL BE KNOWN AND MAY BE CITED AS THE CONGRESSIONAL
REDISTRICTING ACT OF 2021.

SECTION 102. DEFINITIONS.

THE FOLLOWING WORDS AND PHRASES WHEN USED IN THIS ACT SHALL
HAVE THE MEANINGS GIVEN TO THEM IN THIS SECTION UNLESS THE
CONTEXT CLEARLY INDICATES OTHERWISE:

"SECRETARY." THE SECRETARY OF THE COMMONWEALTH.

CHAPTER 3
ESTABLISHMENT OF CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS
SECTION 301. CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS.

FOR THE PURPOSE OF ELECTING REPRESENTATIVES OF THE PEOPLE OF
PENNSYLVANIA TO SERVE IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES IN THE
CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES, THIS COMMONWEALTH SHALL BE
DIVIDED INTO 17 DISTRICTS WHICH SHALL HAVE ONE CONGRESSMAN EACH,
AS FOLLOWS:

(1) (RESERVED) .
(2) (RESERVED) .
SECTION 302. CURRENT OFFICEHOLDERS AND VACANCIES.

(A) CURRENT OFFICEHOLDERS.--THE MEMBERS OF CONGRESS NOW IN
OFFICE SHALL CONTINUE IN THE OFFICE UNTIL THE EXPIRATION OF
THETIR RESPECTIVE TERMS.

(B) VACANCIES.--VACANCIES NOW EXISTING OR HAPPENING AFTER
THE PASSAGE OF THIS CHAPTER AND BEFORE THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE

TERMS OF THE MEMBERS ELECTED AT THE ELECTION OF 2022 SHALL BE

20210HB1536PN2509 - 22 -
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FILLED FOR THE UNEXPIRED TERMS FROM THE DISTRICTS FORMERLY
PRESCRIBED BY LAW.
SECTION 303. MISSED POLITICAL SUBDIVISION.

IN THE EVENT ANY POLITICAL SUBDIVISION OR PART THEREOF SHOULD
BE OMITTED IN THE DESCRIPTION OF THE CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS,
THE POLITICAL SUBDIVISION OR PART THEREOF SHALL BE INCLUDED AS A
PART OF THE CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT WHICH COMPLETELY SURROUNDS
IT. SHOULD ANY OMITTED POLITICAL SUBDIVISION OR PART THEREOF BE
NOT COMPLETELY SURROUNDED BY ONE CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT, IT
SHALL BECOME A PART OF THAT CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT TO WHICH IT
IS CONTIGUOUS, OR IF THERE ARE TWO OR MORE SUCH CONTIGUOUS
DISTRICTS, IT SHALL BECOME A PART OF THAT CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
CONTIGUOUS THERETO WHICH HAS THE LEAST POPULATION.

SECTION 304. DUTY TO PUBLISH NOTICE OF REDISTRICTING.

THE SECRETARY SHALL PUBLISH NOTICE OF THE CONGRESSIONAL
DISTRICTS AS ESTABLISHED AT LEAST ONCE IN AT LEAST ONE NEWSPAPER
OF GENERAL CIRCULATION IN EACH COUNTY IN WHICH SUCH NEWSPAPERS
ARE PUBLISHED. THE NOTICE SHALL CONTAIN LEGAL DESCRIPTIONS FOR
ALL CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS IN THE COUNTY IN WHICH THE
PUBLICATION IS MADE. THE NOTICE SHALL ALSO STATE THE POPULATION
OF THE DISTRICTS HAVING THE SMALLEST AND LARGEST POPULATIONS AND
THE PERCENTAGE VARIATION OF SUCH DISTRICTS FROM THE AVERAGE
POPULATION FOR CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS.

CHAPTER 15
MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS
SECTION 1501. EFFECTIVE DATE.

THIS ACT SHALL TAKE EFFECT IMMEDIATELY.
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