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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 209 “%%°

INTRODUCED BY PHILLIPS-HILL, BARRAR, BLOOM, BOBACK, GABLER,
GILLEN, GROVE, IRVIN, KAUFFMAN, MACKENZIE, MENTZER, ROTHMAN,
RYAN, SACCONE, WARD, ZIMMERMAN, DUSH, METCALFE, ROAE, NELSON,
SCHEMEL, CUTLER, GREINER AND KLUNK, JANUARY 25, 2017

AS REPORTED FROM COMMITTEE ON STATE GOVERNMENT, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES, AS AMENDED, MARCH 13, 2018

AN ACT
o SERPRIY ] Ied . Vs £ i - ] . <--
AMENDING THE ACT OF JUNE 25, 1982 (P.L.633, NO.181), ENTITLED <--
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"AN ACT PROVIDING FOR INDEPENDENT OVERSIGHT AND REVIEW OF
REGULATIONS, CREATING AN INDEPENDENT REGULATORY REVIEW
COMMISSION, PROVIDING FOR ITS POWERS AND DUTIES AND MAKING
REPEALS," FURTHER PROVIDING FOR DEFINITIONS AND FOR EXISTING
REGULATIONS; AND ESTABLISHING THE INDEPENDENT OFFICE OF THE
REPEALER AND PROVIDING FOR ITS POWER AND DUTIES.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

hereby enacts as follows:
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11 ‘i r—Progress—of—the reviston, repeat—orabrogation—
12 of—statutes—and—regutations~

13 SectronrS5+—Membership—and—appointmentss

14 ‘o r—FCommittee—The—committee—establtished—3n—theoffice—

15 shatts

16 (b——~Censist—of—the—foltowing memberss

17 H—one—member—appointed—by—theGovernor-

18 i —Oonemember—appointed—Pby—the Presidentpro—

19 tempore—ofthe—Senate—inconsuttationr—with the Majority—
20 eader—and—theMinority beader—of—the—Senate~

21 “{i+i+i)—Onemember —appointed—by—the—Speaker—of—the—

22 House—of Representativesinconsuttation—withthe—

23 Majeority—header—and—the Minority Fheader—of +the House—of—
24 Representatives—

25 (2 r—Setect—thedirector—of—the office—inaccordance—with—
26 the—fottowings

27 i —TFhe—committee—shatt—pubtish guatifications—of—

28 the—dirrector—ithn—thePennsytvanta Code—andButteta—within—
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30 ‘i r—TFhe—appoirtment—may not—bemade—on—the—basis—of—
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4 SJthe—pubtished—oauvatificationss

5 ‘b )r—bBirector—Thedirector shall——serve inaccordance—with—
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7 I—The—setectionofthe dgirector Shalloccur no—tater—
8 thanr—Faty—+—26438

9 2 —TFhe—directeor—shalt—serve—fora—termof st —Frears—
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15 “IH—Performassigred—cuties—from—the—director-

16 (2 r—Assume—the—rote—of thedirectors

17 H—during—anr—abserce—or—ineapacity—of—the—director;—
18 or
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20
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24 Section 66— birectors
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30 ‘i r—Procure—the—temporary or intermittent service—
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This—act—shatt—takeeffectimmediatedty~

SECTION 1. SECTION 3 OF THE ACT OF JUNE 25, 1982 (P.L.633,
NO.181), KNOWN AS THE REGULATORY REVIEW ACT, IS AMENDED BY
ADDING DEFINITIONS TO READ:
SECTION 3. DEFINITIONS.

THE FOLLOWING WORDS AND PHRASES WHEN USED IN THIS ACT SHALL
HAVE, UNLESS THE CONTEXT CLEARLY INDICATES OTHERWISE, THE

MEANINGS GIVEN TO THEM IN THIS SECTION:

* x %
"DIRECTOR." THE DIRECTOR OF THE OFFICE.

* x %

"OFFICE." THE INDEPENDENT OFFICE OF THE REPEALER.

* k%

"SELECTION COMMITTEE." THE SELECTION AND ORGANIZATION

COMMITTEE IN THE OFFICE.

*x Kx  *%

SECTION 2. SECTION 8.1 OF THE ACT IS AMENDED TO READ:
SECTION 8.1. EXISTING REGULATIONS.

THE COMMISSION, ON ITS MOTION OR AT THE REQUEST OF ANY PERSON
OR MEMBER OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, MAY REVIEW ANY EXISTING
REGULATION WHICH HAS BEEN IN EFFECT FOR AT LEAST THREE YEARS. IF
A COMMITTEE OF THE SENATE OR THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
REQUESTS A REVIEW OF AN EXISTING REGULATION, THE COMMISSION
SHALL PERFORM THE REVIEW AND SHALL ASSIGN IT HIGH PRIORITY. THE
COMMISSION MAY SUBMIT RECOMMENDATIONS TO AN AGENCY RECOMMENDING
CHANGES IN EXISTING REGULATIONS IF IT FINDS THE EXISTING
REGULATIONS TO BE CONTRARY TO THE PUBLIC INTEREST UNDER THE
CRITERIA ESTABLISHED IN SECTION 5.2. THE COMMISSION MAY ALSO
MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY AND THE GOVERNOR

FOR STATUTORY CHANGES IF THE COMMISSION FINDS THAT ANY EXISTING
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REGULATION MAY BE CONTRARY TO THE PUBLIC INTEREST. UNLESS

PROHIBITED BY THE LAWS OF THIS COMMONWEALTH, AT THE TIME AN

AGENCY PROMULGATES A NEW REGULATION, THE AGENCY SHALTL TIDENTIEY

AT TEAST TWO EXTISTING REGULATIONS FOR REPEATL.

SECTION 3. THE ACT IS AMENDED BY ADDING A SECTION TO READ:

SECTION 12.2. INDEPENDENT OFFICE OF THE REPEATER.

(A) THERE TS ESTABLISHED A NONPARTISAN TINDEPENDENT OFFICE OF

THE REPEATLER WITHTIN THE TINDEPENDENT REGULATORY REVIEW

COMMISSION.

(B) THE OFFICE SHALL HAVE THE FOLLOWING POWERS AND DUTY TO:

(1) ADOPT LOGICAL, QUANTITATIVE AND QUALITATIVE RULES TO

DETERMINE WHETHER AN EXTSTING STATUTE OR REGULATION OF THE

COMMONWEALTH IS:

(1) UNREASONABLE, UNDULY BURDENSOME, DETRIMENTAL TO

ECONOMIC WELTL-BETING, DUPLICATIVE, ONEROUS, DEFECTIVE OR

IN CONFLICT WITH ANOTHER STATUTE OR REGULATION.

(IT) DEFYING A COMMON SENSE APPROACH TO GOVERNMENT.

(2) PERFORM A SYSTEMATIC REVIEW OF EXISTING STATUTES AND

REGULATIONS OF THIS COMMONWEALTH IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE RULES

ADOPTED FOR REVIEW UNDER THIS ACT.

(3) IDENTIEFY EXISTING STATUTES AND REGULATIONS WHICH MAY

BE APPROPRIATE FOR TLEGISLATIVE AND EXECUTIVE AGENCY

MODIFTICATION, REVISTON OR REPEATL.

(4) FESTABLISH AS SOON AS PRACTICAL A SYSTEM WITH A

PUBLICLY ACCESSIBLE INTERNET WEBSITE THAT ALLOWS THE OFFICE

TO RECEIVE:

(I) SUGGESTIONS AND COMMENTS, ALONG WITH SUPPORTING

DOCUMENTATION, FOR MODIFICATION, REVISION OR REPEAL FROM

CITTIZENS, BUSINESSES, GOVERNMENT AGENCIES OR OTHERS.

(I7) REPORTS ON ALLEGATIONS OF WASTEFUL GOVERNMENTATL

20170HB0209PN3162 -7 -



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29

30

PRACTICES.

(5) DETERMINE AND IMPLEMENT TINTERNAL POLICIES, STANDARDS

AND PROCEDURES AS MAY BE NECESSARY FOR THE ORDERLY AND

EFFICIENT EXECUTION OF THE MISSTION OF THE OFFICE.

(6) IMPLEMENT A TRACKING SYSTEM TO FOLLOW ALL

SUBMISSIONS AND ACTIONS TAKEN ON A RECOMMENDATION MADE BY THE

DIRECTOR WHICH INCILUDES PROGRESS OF MODIEFICATION, REVISION OR

REPEAL.

(7) BY JUNE 30 OF EACH YEAR, REPORT TO THE GENERAL

ASSEMBLY AND THE GOVERNOR ON:

(I) RECOMMENDED CHANGES TO STATUTES AND REGULATIONS.

(I7) RECOMMENDED CHANGES TO INCREASE EFFICIENCY AND

ELIMINATE WASTEFUL PRACTICES.

(ITT) PROGRESS OF THE REVISION, REPEAL, OR ABROGATION

OF STATUTES AND REGULATIONS.

(C) THE COMMITTEE ESTABLISHED IN THE OFFICE SHALL:

(1) CONSIST OF THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS:

(I) ONE MEMBER APPOINTED BY THE GOVERNOR.

(IT) ONE MEMBER APPOINTED BY THE PRESIDENT PRO

TEMPORE OF THE SENATE IN CONSULTATION WITH THE MAJORITY

LEADER AND THE MINORITY TEADER OF THE SENATE.

(ITT) ONE MEMBER APPOINTED BY THE SPEAKER OF THE

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES IN CONSULTATION WITH THE

MAJORITY LEADER AND THE MINORITY LEADER OF THE HOUSE OF

REPRESENTATIVES.

(2) SELECT THE DIRECTOR OF THE OFFICE IN ACCORDANCE WITH

THE FOLLOWING:

(1) THE COMMITTEE SHALL PUBLISH QUALTIFICATIONS OF

THE DIRECTOR IN THE PENNSYLVANIA CODE AND BULLETIN WITHTN

90 DAYS OF THE FTIRST MEETING OF THE COMMITTEE.
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(IT) THE APPOINTMENT MAY NOT BE MADE ON THE BASTS OF

POLITICAL AFFILTATION.

(ITT) THE APPOINTMENT SHALL BE MADE ON THE BASIS OF

THE FITNESS TO PERFORM THE DUTIES OF THE OFFICE BASED ON

THE PUBLISHED QUALIFICATIONS.

(D) THE DIRECTOR SHALL SERVE IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE

FOLLOWING:

(1) THE SELECTION OF THE DIRECTOR SHALL OCCUR NO LATER

THAN SEPTEMBER 1, 2018.

(2) THE DIRECTOR SHALIL SERVE FOR A TERM QOF SIX YEARS.

(3) AN INDIVIDUAL APPOINTED AS DIRECTOR TO FILL A

VACANCY PRTIOR TO THE EXPTRATTION OF A TERM SHALL ONLY SERVE

FFOR THE UNEXPTRED PORTION OF THE TERM.

(E) THE DIRECTOR SHALL APPOINT A DEPUTY DIRECTOR WHO SHALL

HAVE THE FOLLOWING DUTIES:

(1) PERFORM ASSIGNED DUTIES FROM THE DIRECTOR.

(2) ASSUME THE ROLE OF THE DIRECTOR:

(I) DURING AN ABSENCE OR INCAPACITY OF THE DIRECTOR;

(I7) IF A VACANCY OCCURS IN THE POSITION OF DIRECTOR

UNTIL A SUCCESSOR DIRECTOR TS APPOINTED.

(F) THE DIRECTOR MAY BE REMOVED BY A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

PASSED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.

(G) THE DIRECTOR SHALL HAVE THE FOLLOWING POWERS AND DUTIES:

(1) THE AUTHORITY TO:

(I) DETERMINE AND IMPLEMENT INTERNAL POLICTES,

STANDARDS AND PROTOCOLS TO ORDERLY AND EFFICIENTLY CARRY

OUT THE MISSTON OF THE OFFICE UNDER THTIS SECTION.

(I7) PROCURE THE TEMPORARY OR INTERMITTENT SERVICE

OF ATTORNEYS, EXPERTS, CONSULTANTS OR ORGANIZATIONS BY
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1 CONTRACT.

2 (2) HIRE AND FIX COMPENSATION IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE
3 FOLLOWING:
4 (I) THE HIRING AND APPOINTMENTS SHATLIL BE MADE ON THE
5 BASIS OF THE DUTIES OF THE OFFICE AND THE PERFORMANCE OF
6 THE FUNCTIONS OF THE OFFICE.
7 (IT) ALL PERSONNEL SHALL BE HTIRED OR APPOINTED
8 WITHOUT REGARD TO POLITICAL AFFILTIATION.
9 (ITT) HIRING AND APPOINTMENTS SHALIL BE BASED ON
10 FITNESS TO PERFORM THE NECESSARY DUTIES.
11 (H) (1) WHEN THE OFFICE DETERMINES THAT A STATUTE OR
12 REGULATION MEETS THE STANDARDS SET UNDER THIS SECTION AND AS
13 SET BY THE DIRECTOR FOR MODIFICATION, REVISION OR REPEAL, THE
14 DIRECTOR SHALL RECOMMEND THE ACTION TO:
15 (I) THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY TIF A STATUTE NEEDS TO BE
16 MODIFTED, REVISED OR REPEALED.
17 (IT) THE STATE DEPARTMENT OR AGENCY THAT PROMULGATED
18 THE REGULATION THAT NEEDS TO BE MODIFIED, REVISED OR
19 REPEALED.
20 (2) A RECOMMENDATION FROM THE OFFICE SHALL PROVIDE
21 SPECIFIC DETATILS WHY THE OFFICE IS RECOMMENDING THAT THE
22 STATUTE OR REGULATION NEEDS TO BE MODIFTIED, REVISED OR
23 REPEALED.
24 (I) THE OFFICE SHALL BE A COMMONWEALTH AGENCY FOR THE

25 PURPOSES OF THE ACT OF FEBRUARY 14, 2008 (P.L.6, NO.3), KNOWN AS

26 THE "RIGHT-TO-KNOW TLAW."

27 (J) THIS ACT SHALL EXPIRE JUNE 30, 2024.

28 SECTION 4. THIS ACT SHALL TAKE EFFECT IMMEDIATELY.
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