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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 937 %%’

INTRODUCED BY GRELL, MARSICO, ROzZZI, REGAN, VEREB, BLOOM,

MIRABITO, MILLARD, PICKETT, DAVIS, JAMES, COHEN, READSHAW,
O'NEILL, BENNINGHOFF, KIRKLAND, SCHLOSSBERG, SONNEY, BISHOP,
KORTZ, MILNE, GINGRICH, BAKER, EVERETT, MAJOR, YOUNGBLOOD,
D. COSTA, FLECK, GOODMAN, SCHLEGEL CULVER, STEVENSON,
BIZZARRO, THOMAS, SABATINA, ROCK, WATSON, CALTAGIRONE,
DELOZIER AND M. K. KELLER, OCTOBER 30, 2013

AS

REPORTED FROM COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES, AS AMENDED, NOVEMBER 19, 2013

DSw N

a1

10
11
12
13
14
15

16

A RESOLUTION




11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28

29

30

20130HR0537PN2688 -2 -



11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

22

28

29 Net—+he—evidence—

30 Net—+heneeds—of +thecourts—

20130HR0537PN2688



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19

20

21
22
23
24

25
26
27
28
29
30
31

32

RECOGNIZING CHILDFIRST PENNSYLVANIA FOR ITS FORENSIC INTERVIEWER <=--
CHILD ABUSE TRAINING PROGRAM AND COMMITMENT TO TRAINING
MEMBERS OF MULTI-DISCIPLINARY INVESTIGATIVE TEAMS IN
PENNSYLVANTIA.

WHEREAS, CHILDFIRST IS A NATIONALLY RECOGNIZED FORENSIC
INTERVIEW TRAINING PROGRAM DEVELOPED IN PARTNERSHIP BY
CORNERHOUSE, A CHILD ABUSE TRAINING FACILITY IN MINNEAPOLIS,
MINNESOTA, AND THE NATIONAL CHILD PROTECTION AND TRAINING CENTER
(NCPTC); AND

WHEREAS, THE CHILDFIRST PROGRAM'S PURPOSE SINCE 2003 HAS BEEN
TO ASSIST STATES IN DEVELOPING CERTIFIED FORENSIC INTERVIEW

TRAINING PROGRAMS IN CASES OF CHILD ABUSE AND TO ASSIST LAW
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ENFORCEMENT, CHILDREN AND YOUTH SERVICES WORKERS AND OTHERS IN
INTERVIEWING THE ALLEGED VICTIMS OF CHILD ABUSE IN AN AGE AND
DEVELOPMENTALLY APPROPRIATE MANNER; AND

WHEREAS, IN JULY 2009, THE PENNSYLVANIA CHILDREN AND YOUTH
SOLICITORS ASSOCIATION FIRST APPLIED TO BRING CHILDEFIRST TO
PENNSYLVANIA; AND

WHEREAS, IN MARCH 2011, PENNSYLVANIA BECAME THE 17TH STATE IN
THE NATION TO UTILIZE THE CHILDFIRST TRAINING; AND

WHEREAS, CHILDFIRST PENNSYLVANIA TRAINING HAS SINCE BEEN USED
IN MORE THAN 28 OF PENNSYLVANIA'S 67 COUNTIES, WITH MORE THAN
300 PROFESSIONALS CHARGED WITH THE RESPONSIBILITY OF
INVESTIGATING SUSPECTED CHILD ABUSE HAVING UNDERGONE THE
EXTENSIVE FIVE-DAY TRAINING COURSE, WRITTEN EXAMINATION AND
CERTIFICATION PROCESS; AND

WHEREAS, CHILDFIRST PENNSYLVANIA HAS BEEN AN INVALUABLE
TRAINING TOOL FOR THE MULTI-DISCIPLINARY INVESTIGATIVE TEAMS IN
THE COMMONWEALTH; THEREFORE BE IT

RESOLVED, THAT THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES RECOGNIZE
CHILDFIRST PENNSYLVANIA AS A RECOGNIZED RESPECTED FORENSIC
INTERVIEWER AND MULTI-DISCIPLINARY INVESTIGATIVE TEAM TRAINING
PROGRAM; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES COMMEND THE
FACULTY MEMBERS WHO DELIVER THE CHILDFIRST PENNSYLVANTIA TRAINING
TO THOSE WHO INVESTIGATE SUSPECTED CHILD ABUSE IN THIS
COMMONWEALTH; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES COMMEND THE
PENNSYLVANIA CHILDREN AND YOUTH SOLICITORS ASSOCIATION FOR
WORKING COLLABORATIVELY WITH THE PENNSYLVANIA DISTRICT ATTORNEYS
ASSOCIATION AND THE PENNSYLVANIA STATE POLICE TO BRING THE

CHILDFIRST TRAINING PROGRAM TO THIS COMMONWEALTH.
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