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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1213 *%%°

INTRODUCED BY QUINN, ADOLPH, CLYMER, PEIFER, AUMENT, BARRAR,
BIZZARRO, BRIGGS, V. BROWN, CALTAGIRONE, D. COSTA, CUTLER,
DAVIDSON, DeLUCA, EVERETT, FABRIZIO, FLECK, GINGRICH,
GOODMAN, HARKINS, HARPER, HELM, LONGIETTI, MACKENZIE, MURT,
NEUMAN, READSHAW, REED, ROCK, ROEBUCK, SCHLOSSBERG, STEPHENS,
STERN, STEVENSON, THOMAS, VEREB, WATSON, SIMMONS, KAUFFMAN,
HAGGERTY, HICKERNELL, CARROLL, PETRI, GABLER, DENLINGER,
ROZZI, KULA, M. DALEY, GIBBONS, BROOKS, SCAVELLO, BISHOP AND
SIMS, APRIL 17, 2013

AS REPORTED FROM COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES, AS AMENDED, APRIL 30, 2014
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AN ACT
Providing for migede—incoeme student debt reduction THROUGH THE <--
ESTABLISHMENT OF A READY TO SUCCEED SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM; and

imposing powers and duties on the Pennsylvania Higher
Education Assistance Agency.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
hereby enacts as follows:

CHAPTER 1
GENERAL PROVISIONS
Section 101. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Middle—TFncome—<--
Student—Pebt—Reduwetion READY TO SUCCEED SCHOLARSHIP Act. <--
Section 102. Definitions.

The following words and phrases when used in this act shall
have the meanings given to them in this section unless the

context clearly indicates otherwise:



1 "Agency." The Pennsylvania Higher Education Assistance

2 Agency.
3 "Approved institution of higher education.”" Any institution
4 of higher learning THAT IS approved by the agency+ TO <--

5 PARTICIPATE IN THE STATE GRANT PROGRAM AND IS DOMICILED AND
6 HEADQUARTERED WITH ITS PRINCIPAL LOCATION IN THIS COMMONWEALTH.
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"PROGRAM." THE READY TO SUCCEED SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM <--
ESTABLISHED UNDER THIS ACT.

"STATE GRANT." A GRANT OR SCHOLARSHIP AWARDED UNDER THE ACT
OF JANUARY 25, 1966 (1965 P.L.1546, NO.541), REFERRED TO AS THE
HIGHER EDUCATION SCHOLARSHIP LAW.
Section 103. Legislative purpose.

The General Assembly finds as follows:

(1) Since 1965, the Pennsylvania Higher Education
Assistance Agency has provided over 5,000,000 financial aid
awards to needy Pennsylvania students attending and pursuing
a postsecondary education through its administration of the
PHEAA grant program.

(2) The income limits for the agency's student financial
assistance program, however, are set at a range that
precludes many middle income students from the opportunity of
receiving a State grant to pursue their postsecondary
endeavors.

(3) With the cost of higher education increasing,

financial aid should be expanded to reduce debt on middle
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1 income students.

2 (4) It is the intent of this General Assembly and the

3 purpose of this act to establish a targeted—State—ogrant— <--
4 SCHOLARSHIP program to assist the Commonwealth's students <--
5 from middle-income families and give them the opportunity to

6 continue their program of self-improvement in an approved

7 institution of higher education of their choice.

8 (5) The eg¥ramt program created shall augment and not <--
9 replace other State-supported financial aid.
10 CHAPTER—2 <--
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12 Seetion 201 Administrations
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CHAPTER 2
PROGRAM
SECTION 201. ESTABLISHMENT.

THE READY TO SUCCEED SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM IS ESTABLISHED
WITHIN THE AGENCY.

SECTION 202. AGENCY.

(A) GENERAL RULE.--THE AGENCY MAY USE FUNDS APPROPRIATED FOR
THE PURPOSES OF THIS ACT FROM THE GENERAL FUND AND MAY ACCEPT
DONATIONS FROM ALL PUBLIC AND PRIVATE SOURCES, INCLUDING THE
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT, TO PROVIDE SCHOLARSHIPS TO ELIGIBLE STUDENTS
PURSUING POSTSECONDARY EDUCATION AT AN APPROVED INSTITUTION OF
HIGHER EDUCATION.

(B) GUIDELINES.--THE AGENCY, IN CONSULTATION WITH THE
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION, SHALL ADMINISTER AND ESTABLISH
GUIDELINES FOR THE PROGRAM.

(C) AWARDS.--SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS UNDER THE PROGRAM SHALL BE
ESTABLISHED BY THE AGENCY BASED UPON AVAILABLE RESOURCES.

CHAPTER 3
ELIGIBLILITY
SECTION 301. ELIGIBILITY.

THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION SHALL CONSULT WITH THE AGENCY TO
IDENTIFY AND PROVIDE GUIDELINES FOR STUDENT ELIGIBILITY AND
RENEWAL CRITERIA. STUDENT ELIGIBILITY AT A MINIMUM SHALL
REQUIRE:

(1) TOTAL ANNUAL HOUSEHOLD INCOME WHICH DOES NOT EXCEED
$110,000. WITH EACH NEW AWARD YEAR, THE AGENCY SHALL ANNUALLY
ADJUST THE TOTAL ANNUAL HOUSEHOLD INCOME THRESHOLD UNDER THIS
PARAGRAPH TO REFLECT ANY UPWARD CHANGES IN THE CONSUMER PRICE
INDEX FOR ALL URBAN CONSUMERS (CPI-U) FOR THE PENNSYLVANIA,

NEW JERSEY, DELAWARE AND MARYLAND AREA.
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1 (2) AT LEAST HALF-TIME ENROLLMENT IN A PROGRAM OF STUDY

2 APPROVED BY THE AGENCY.

3 (3) DEMONSTRATION OF OUTSTANDING ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT.
4 (4) COMPLIANCE WITH ALL REQUIREMENTS OF THE STATE GRANT
5 PROGRAM ADMINISTERED BY THE AGENCY, NOTWITHSTANDING THE

6 FINANCIAL NEED REQUIREMENTS OF THE STATE GRANT PROGRAM.

7 CHAPTER 9

8 MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

9 SECTION 901. EFFECTIVE DATE.

10 THIS ACT SHALL TAKE EFFECT IN 60 DAYS.
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