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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1163 “%%°

INTRODUCED BY MARSICO, CALTAGIRONE, HESS, ELLIS, CUTLER,
DELOZIER, SACCONE, STEPHENS, ROCK, TOOHIL, M. K. KELLER,
O'NEILL, HACKETT, D. COSTA, McGEEHAN, MILLARD, SAINATO,
PICKETT, ROZZI, BISHOP, WHITE, BAKER, V. BROWN, KILLION,
COHEN, DUNBAR, KORTZ, GODSHALL, BARRAR, BIZZARRO, HARHART,
C. HARRIS, GINGRICH, SWANGER, MAJOR, CLYMER, WATSON, QUINN,
FREEMAN, DeLUCA, SCHLEGEL CULVER, STEVENSON, EVERETT, FLECK,
O'BRIEN, HICKERNELL, FARINA, SCAVELLO, SAYLOR, R. MILLER,

M. DALEY, FARRY, VEREB, GROVE, DENLINGER, DONATUCCI, HARKINS,
MURT, BARBIN, GREINER, SCHREIBER, MOUL, GIBBONS AND ENGLISH,
APRIL 9, 2013

AS AMENDED ON SECOND CONSIDERATION, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
MARCH 31, 2014
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AN ACT

Amending Title 18 (Crimes and Offenses) of the Pennsylvania
Consolidated Statutes, further providing for harassment.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

hereby enacts as follows:

SECTION 1. SECTION 2709 (B) AND (C) (2) OF TITLE 18 OF THE <--

PENNSYLVANIA CONSOLIDATED STATUTES, AMENDED NOVEMBER 27, 2013
(P.L.1061, NO.91), ARE AMENDED, SUBSECTION (B.1) IS AMENDED BY
ADDING A PARAGRAPH AND SUBSECTION (F) IS AMENDED BY ADDING

DEFINITIONS TO READ:



1 § 2709. Harassment.

2 * k* %
3 (b) [Stalking.--] t&yber—harassment—of—a—chita—— <--
4
5
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12 sexgatityor—sexvat—activity -
13 Hi—A—dispareaing—statement—or—opinionr—about—the—
14 ehitals—physicat—eharaeteristies,—mentat—or—physicat—
15 heatth—or—conditions
16 i —A—+threat——ofuntawful—herm:
17 2 —Nething—under—thissubsection—shall prohibit—a—
18 communieation—made—for—medicat——educationat—or—other—
19 Tegitimatepurposes,—iftheactor—is—an—adutts CYBER <--
20 HARASSMENT OF A CHILD.—--A PERSON COMMITS THE CRIME OF CYBER
21 HARASSMENT OF A CHILD TIF, WITH INTENT TO HARASS, HE ENGAGES
22 IN A CONTINUING COURSE OF CONDUCT BY REPEATEDLY COMMUNICATING
23 THE FOLLOWING BY ELECTRONIC MEANS DTRECTLY TO A CHILD OR BY
24 PUBLICATION THROUGH AN ELECTRONIC SOCTAT, MEDIA SERVICE:
25 (1) A STATEMENT OR OPINTON ABOUT THE CHILD'S SEXUALITY
26 OR SEXUAL ACTIVITY.
27 (2) A SERIOQOUSLY DISPARAGING STATEMENT OR OPINION ABOUT
28 THE CHIID'S PHYSICAIL CHARACTERISTICS OR MENTAIL OR PHYSICAL
29 HEALTH OR CONDITION.
30 (3) A THREAT TO INFLICT UNLAWEFUL HARM.
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(b.1) Venue.--
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(3) In addition to paragraphs (1) and (2), an offense

under subsection (b) may be deemed to have been committed at

the place where the child who is the subject of the

communication resides.

(c) Grading.--

(2) AN OFFENSE UNDER SUBSECTION (A) (4), (5), (6) OR (7)
OR (B) SHALL CONSTITUTE A MISDEMEANOR OF THE THIRD DEGREE.
* kX %
(f) Definitions.--As used in this section, the following

words and phrases shall have the meanings given to them in this

subsection:

" 3 3 3 "
.

nwro

4= 3 3 ] a2 4= 1 3 Ay £ £
O TCTCO T 1L OUIT T T O U T AL 1M U T JTTCT T WUOULN \ O 1LV I T T I\ L O LI O

L ==

"EMOTIONAL DISTRESS." A TEMPORARY OR PERMANENT STATE OF

MENTAL ANGUISH.

20130HB1163PN3273 -3 -

<--



2 "Repeatedly communicates." To convey more than one message

3 over a period of time.

4 "SERTOUSLY DISPARAGING STATEMENT OR OPINTION." A STATEMENT OR <--

5 OPINION WHICH IS INTENDED TO AND UNDER THE CIRCUMSTANCES TS

6 REASONABLY LIKELY TO CAUSE SERIOUS EMOTIONAL DISTRESS TO A CHILD

7 OF THE VICTIM'S AGE.

8 Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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