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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 142 °%0°

INTRODUCED BY HORNAMAN, DEASY, BARRAR, BOBACK, B. BOYLE,

CALTAGIRONE, CARROLL, DeLUCA, FABRIZIO, FLECK, FREEMAN,
GEORGE, GOODMAN, GROVE, HARHAI, HESS, JOHNSON, KORTZ, KOTIK,
MAHONEY, MICOZZIE, MILLER, MIRABITO, MURPHY, PETRARCA, PYLE,
REICHLEY, ROAE, SAINATO, SCAVELLO, SIMMONS, K. SMITH,
STABACK, STURLA, SWANGER, READSHAW, SANTARSIERO, RAVENSTAHL,
BROOKS, MURT, QUINN, GIBBONS, EVERETT, VULAKOVICH, DAVIS,
FARRY AND ROCK, JANUARY 20, 2011

AS

REPORTED FROM COMMITTEE ON VETERANS AFFAIRS AND EMERGENCY
PREPAREDNESS, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, AS AMENDED, MARCH 1,
2011
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AMENDING TITLE 35 (HEALTH AND SAFETY) OF THE PENNSYLVANIA
CONSOLIDATED STATUTES, PROVIDING FOR INCENTIVES FOR MUNICIPAL
VOLUNTEERS OF FIRE COMPANIES AND EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES
AGENCIES.
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9 The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
10 hereby enacts as follows:
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19 SECTION 1. TITLE 35 OF THE PENNSYLVANIA CONSOLIDATED

20 STATUTES IS AMENDED BY ADDING A CHAPTER TO READ:

21 CHAPTER 79
22 INCENTIVES FOR MUNICIPAL VOLUNTEERS OF FIRE COMPANIES AND
23 EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES AGENCIES

24 SUBCHAPTER

25 A. PRELIMINARY PROVISIONS

26 B. TAX CREDITS

27 C. VOLUNTEER SERVICE CREDIT

28 D. MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

29 SUBCHAPTER A

30 PRELIMINARY PROVISIONS
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SEC.

7901. SCOPE OF CHAPTER.

7902. PURPOSE.

7903. DEFINITIONS.

§ 7901. SCOPE OF CHAPTER.

THIS CHAPTER RELATES TO INCENTIVES FOR MUNICIPAL VOLUNTEERS

OF FTIRE COMPANTES AND EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES AGENCIES.

§ 7902. PURPOSE.

THE PURPOSE OF THIS CHAPTER IS TO AUTHORIZE MUNICIPALITIES TO

ENACT A TAX CREDIT AGAINST AN ACTIVE VOLUNTEER'S EARNED INCOME

AND PROPERTY TAX LIABILITY AS A FINANCIAL INCENTIVE TO:

(1) INDICATE THE MUNICIPATLTITY'S ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF THE

VALUE OF AND THE ABSENCE OF ANY PUBLIC COST FOR VOLUNTEER

FIRE PROTECTION AND EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES PROVIDED BY

ACTIVE VOLUNTEERS.

(2) ENCOURAGE OTHER INDIVIDUALS TO NEWLY VOLUNTEER OR

FOR FORMER VOLUNTEERS TO CONSIDER REJOINING AS ACTIVE

VOLUNTEERS IN A VOLUNTEER FIRE COMPANY OR EMERGENCY MEDICAL

SERVICES AGENCY.

§ 7903. DEFINITIONS.

THE FOLLOWING WORDS AND PHRASES WHEN USED IN THTIS CHAPTER

SHALL HAVE THE MEANINGS GIVEN TO THEM IN THIS SECTION UNLESS THE

CONTEXT CLEARLY INDICATES OTHERWISE:

"ACTIVE VOLUNTEER." A VOLUNTEER FOR A VOLUNTEER FIRE COMPANY

OR EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES AGENCY WHO HAS COMPLIED WITH THE

REQUIREMENTS OF THE VOLUNTEER SERVICE CREDIT PROGRAM AND WHO IS

CERTIFIED UNDER SECTION 7923 (RETLATING TO CERTIFICATION) .

"COMMISSIONER." THE STATE FIRE COMMISSIONER OF THE
COMMONWEALTH.
"EARNED INCOME TAX." A TAX ON EARNED INCOME AND NET PROFITS
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LEVIED UNDER CHAPTER 3 OF THE ACT OF DECEMBER 31, 1965

(P.L.1257, NO.511), KNOWN AS THE LOCAL TAX ENABLING ACT.

"EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES AGENCY." AS DEFINED IN SECTION

8103 (RELATING TO DEFINITIONS).

"GOVERNING BODY." A COUNTY COUNCIL, COUNTY BOARD OF

COMMISSIONERS, CITY COUNCIL, BOROUGH COUNCIL, INCORPORATED TOWN

COUNCIL, BOARD OF TOWNSHIP COMMISSIONERS, BOARD OF TOWNSHIP

SUPERVISORS, GOVERNING COUNCIL OF A HOME RULE MUNICIPALITY OR

OPTIONAL PLAN MUNICIPALITY, A SCHOOL DISTRICT BOARD OF DIRECTORS

OR A GOVERNING COUNCIL OF ANY SIMILAR PURPOSE GOVERNMENT WHICH

MAY BE CREATED BY STATUTE AFTER THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS

SECTTON AND WHTICH HAS ADOPTED A TAX CREDIT UNDER THIS CHAPTER.

"LOCAL TAX ENABLING ACT." THE ACT OF DECEMBER 31, 1965

(P.1,.1257, NO.511), KNOWN AS THE LOCAL TAX ENABLING ACT.

"MUNICIPALITY." A CITY, BOROUGH, INCORPORATED TOWN OR

TOWNSHIP LOCATED IN THIS COMMONWEALTH.

"TAX CREDIT." THE TAX CREDIT GRANTED UNDER SECTION 7911

(RELATING TO PROGRAM AUTHORIZATION) OR 7912.1 (RELATING TO REAL

PROPERTY TAX CREDIT).

"VOLUNTEER." A MEMBER OF A VOLUNTEER FIRE COMPANY OR AN

EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES AGENCY.

"VOLUNTEER FIRE COMPANY." A NONPROFIT CHARTERED CORPORATION,

ASSOCIATION OR ORGANIZATION LOCATED IN THIS COMMONWEALTH THAT

PROVIDES FIRE PROTECTION SERVICES AND MAY OFFER OTHER VOLUNTARY

EMERGENCY SERVICES WITHIN THIS COMMONWEALTH.

"VOLUNTEER SERVICE CREDIT PROGRAM." THE PROGRAM ESTABLISHED

UNDER SECTION 7921 (RELATING TO VOLUNTEER SERVICE CREDIT

PROGRAM) TO DETERMINE THE ACTIVE STATUS OF A VOLUNTEER.

SUBCHAPTER B

TAX CREDITS
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7911. PROGRAM AUTHORIZATION.

7912. CLAIM.

7912.1. REAL PROPERTY TAX CREDIT.

7913. ILIMITATIONS.

§ 7911. PROGRAM AUTHORIZATION.

(A) ESTABLTISHMENT.--A MUNICIPALITY OR SCHOOL DISTRICT THAT

LEVIES AN EARNED INCOME TAX MAY ESTABLISH BY ORDINANCE OR

RESOLUTION A TAX CREDIT AGAINST AN INDIVIDUAL'S LIABILITY

IMPOSED UNDER CHAPTER 3 OF THE ACT OF DECEMBER 31, 1965

(P.L.1257, NO.511), KNOWN AS THE LOCAL TAX ENABLING ACT, FOR

ACTIVE SERVICE AS A VOLUNTEER.

(B) AMOUNT.--A MUNICIPATITY OR SCHOOL DISTRICT MUST SET

FORTH IN THE ORDINANCE OR RESOLUTION THE AMOUNT OF THE TAX

CREDIT. TF THE TOTAL EARNED INCOME TAX TLTABILITY TS TESS THAN

THE AMOUNT ESTABLISHED, THE TAX CREDIT SHALL EQUAL THE REMATINING

TAX LIABTLITY.

(C) PUBLIC NOTICE.--AT LEAST 30 DAYS PRIOR TO ADOPTION OF

THE ORDINANCE OR RESOLUTION, THE GOVERNING BODY SHALL GIVE

PUBLIC NOTICE OF TITS INTENT TO ADOPT AN ORDINANCE OR RESOLUTION

TO ESTABLISH A TAX CREDIT AND CONDUCT AT TEAST ONE PUBLIC

HEARING ON THE ISSUE.

(D) SPECIFIC NOTICE.—-—-A MUNICIPALTITY OR SCHOOL DISTRICT THAT

ESTABLISHES A TAX CREDIT UNDER THIS CHAPTER SHALL NOTIFY THE

COMMISSIONER IN THE MANNER AND PURSUANT TO ANY SCHEDULE

PRESCRIBED BY THE COMMISSIONER.

§ 7912. CLAIM.

(A) ELIGIBTILITY.--AN INDIVIDUAL WHO SATISFIES ALL OF THE

FOLLOWING CRITERTIA MAY CLATM A TAX CREDIT ESTABLISHED UNDER

SECTION 7911 (RELATING TO PROGRAM AUTHORIZATION) :
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(1) THE INDIVIDUAL IS SUBJECT TO AN EARNED INCOME TAX

THAT HAS ESTABLISHED A TAX CREDIT UNDER SECTION 7911.

(2) THE INDIVIDUAL IS CERTIFIED UNDER SECTION 7923

(REIATING TO CERTIFICATION) .

(B) RETURN.--AN ACTIVE VOLUNTEER MAY CLATIM A TAX CREDIT

PROVIDED FOR UNDER THIS SUBCHAPTER WHEN FTLING A JOINT RETURN.

THE TAX RETURN FORM SHATLTL PROVIDE A MECHANISM FOR SEPARATING THE

LIABTLITY OF AN INDIVIDUAL FOR ANY EARNED INCOME TAX IMPOSED BY

THE SCHOOL DISTRICT OF RESIDENCE FROM THE LIABILITY OF AN

INDIVIDUAL FOR ANY EARNED INCOME TAX TIMPOSED BY THE

MUNICIPALITY.

§ 7912.1. REAL PROPERTY TAX CREDIT.

(A) SCHOOL DISTRICT.--THE GOVERNING BODY OF A SCHOOL

DISTRICT MAY PROVIDE, BY RESOLUTION, FOR A TAX CREDIT AGAINST

REATL PROPERTY TAX TO BE GRANTED TO AN ACTIVE VOLUNTEER. THE TAX

CREDIT SHALL APPLY TO TAX LEVIED ON RESTIDENTIAL REATL PROPERTY

OWNED AND OCCUPIED BY AN ACTIVE VOLUNTEER WHO IS CERTIEFIED UNDER

SECTION 7923 (RELATING TO CERTIFICATION) . THE AMOUNT OF THE TAX

CREDIT SHALL BE EQUIVALENT TO NO MORE THAN 20% OF THE TAX

LIABILTITY OF THE ACTIVE VOLUNTEER.

(B) COUNTY.--THE GOVERNING BODY OF A COUNTY MAY PROVIDE, BY

RESOLUTION, FOR A TAX CREDIT AGAINST REAL PROPERTY TAXES TO BE

GRANTED TO ACTIVE VOLUNTEER FIREFIGHTERS. THE TAX CREDIT SHALL

APPLY TO TAXES LEVIED ON RESTIDENTIAL REAL PROPERTY OWNED AND

OCCUPIED BY AN ACTIVE VOLUNTEER FIREFIGHTER WHO IS CERTIFIED

UNDER SECTION 7923. THE AMOUNT OF THE TAX CREDIT SHALL BE

EQUIVALENT TO NO MORE THAN 20% OF THE TAX LIABTLITY OF THE

ACTIVE VOLUNTEER FIREFTGHTER.

§ 7913. TILIMITATIONS.

A TAX CREDIT ESTABLISHED UNDER THIS SUBCHAPTER MAY BE USED
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AGAINST THE ACTIVE VOLUNTEER'S EARNED INCOME TAX OR PROPERTY TAX

LIABILITY FOR THE CURRENT TAXABLE YEAR.

SUBCHAPTER C

VOLUNTEER SERVICE CREDIT

SEC.

7921. VOLUNTEER SERVICE CREDIT PROGRAM.

7922. SERVICE RECORD.

7923. CERTIFICATION.

7924. REJECTION AND APPEAL.

§ 7921. VOLUNTEER SERVICE CREDIT PROGRAM.

(A) FESTABLISHMENT.--WITHIN 90 DAYS OF THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF

THTS SECTION, THE COMMISSIONER SHATLTL ESTABLISH A VOLUNTEER

SERVICE CREDIT PROGRAM THAT ESTABLTISHES THE ANNUAL REQUIREMENTS

FOR THE CERTIFICATION OF A VOLUNTEER IN ACTIVE SERVICE AT A

VOLUNTEER FTIRE COMPANY OR AN EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES AGENCY.

(B) ACTIVITIES.--THE VOLUNTEER SERVICE CREDIT PROGRAM SHALL

CONSIDER THE FOLLOWING ACTIVITIES IN DETERMINING CREDIT TOWARD A

CERTIFICATION OF ACTIVE SERVICE:

(1) THE NUMBER OF EMERGENCY CALLS TO WHICH A VOLUNTEER

RESPONDS.

(2) THE TEVEL OF TRAINING AND PARTICTPATION IN FORMATL

TRAINING AND DRILLS FOR A VOLUNTEER.

(3) THE TOTAL AMOUNT OF TIME EXPENDED BY A VOLUNTEER ON

ADMINISTRATIVE AND OTHER SUPPORT SERVICES, INCLUDING

FUNDRAISING AND FACILITY OR EQUIPMENT MATINTENANCE.

(4) THE INVOLVEMENT IN OTHER EVENTS OR PROJECTS THAT ATID

THE FINANCIAL VIABILITY, EMERGENCY RESPONSE OR OPERATTIONAL

READINESS OF A VOLUNTEER FTRE COMPANY OR AN EMERGENCY MEDICAL

SERVICES AGENCY.

(C) GUIDELINES.--THE COMMISSIONER SHALL ADOPT GUIDELINES,
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INCLUDING FORMS AND APPLICATIONS, NECESSARY TO IMPLEMENT THIS

SECTION.

§ 7922. SERVICE RECORD.

(A) LOG.—--THE CHIEF OF A VOLUNTEER FTIRE COMPANY OR THE

SUPERVISOR OR CHTIEF OF AN EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES AGENCY OR

THETR DESIGNEES SHALL ESTABLISH AND MATINTAIN A SERVICE LOG THAT

DOCUMENTS THE ACTIVITIES OF EACH VOLUNTEER THAT QUALTFTIES FOR

CREDIT TOWARD ACTIVE SERVICE UNDER THE VOLUNTEER SERVICE CREDIT

PROGRAM AND THE CALCULATION OF THE TOTAL CREDITS EARNED FOR EACH

VOLUNTEER IN THE VOLUNTEER FIRE COMPANY OR EMERGENCY MEDICAL

SERVICES AGENCY.

(B) REVIEW.--SERVICE TOGS ESTABLISHED AND MAINTAINED BY

VOLUNTEER FTRE COMPANIES OR EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES AGENCIES

SHATLTL BE SUBJECT TO PERTIODIC REVIEW BY THE AUDITOR GENERAT, THE

GOVERNING BODY WHERE THE VOLUNTEER FTIRE COMPANY OR EMERGENCY

MEDICAL SERVICES AGENCY IS LOCATED AND THE GOVERNING BODY WHERE

THE VOLUNTEER FIRE COMPANY OR EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES AGENCY

PROVIDES SERVICES.

§ 7923. CERTIFICATION.

(A) SELF-CERTIFTCATION.--THE ACTIVE VOLUNTEER SHATLL STGN AND

SUBMIT AN APPTLICATION TO THE CHIEF OF THE VOLUNTEER FIRE COMPANY

OR THE SUPERVISOR OR CHIEF OF THE EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES

AGENCY WHERE THE VOLUNTEER SERVES.

(B) TOCAL SIGN-OFF.--THE CHIEF AND ANOTHER OFFICER OF THE

VOLUNTEER FTIRE COMPANY, THE SUPERVISOR OR CHIEE AND ANOTHER

OFFICER OF THE EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES AGENCY SHALL SIGN THE

APPLTICATION ATTESTING TO THE INDIVIDUAL'S STATUS AS AN ACTIVE

VOLUNTEER. THE APPTLTCATION SHALL THEN BE FORWARDED TO THE

COUNTY, MUNICIPALITY OR SCHOOL DISTRICT, AS APPROPRIATE, FOR

FINAL REVIEW AND PROCESSING.
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§ 7924. REJECTION AND APPEAL.

(A) GENERAL RULE.--A GOVERNING BODY THAT ESTABLISHES A TAX

CREDIT UNDER THIS CHAPTER SHALL ADOPT, BY ORDINANCE OR

RESOLUTION, A PROCESS FOR REJECTING A CLATM BY AN ACTIVE

VOLUNTEER WHO DOES NOT SATISEFY ALL OF THE CRITERTA ESTABLISHED

UNDER THIS CHAPTER FOR EACH TYPE OF TAX CREDIT PROVIDED UNDER

THIS CHAPTER.

(B) APPEAL.--AN ACTIVE VOLUNTEER SHALL HAVE THE RIGHT TO

APPEAL A CLATM THAT HAS BEEN REJECTED BY A GOVERNING BODY. THE

GOVERNING BODY SHALTL ESTABLISH, BY ORDINANCE OR RESOLUTION, THE

PROCEDURE BY WHICH A REJECTED CLAIM CAN BE APPEALED.

SUBCHAPTER D

MISCELLANEOUS PROVISTIONS

SEC.

7931. PENALTIES FOR FALSE REPORTING.

§ 7931. PENALTIES FOR FALSE REPORTING.

THE FOLLOWING SHALL APPLY:

(1) ANY PERSON WHO KNOWINGLY MAKES OR CONSPIRES TO MAKE

A FALSE SERVICE RECORD REPORT UNDER THIS CHAPTER TO THE

COMMISSIONER COMMITS A MISDEMEANOR OF THE FTIRST DEGREE

PUNISHABILE BY A FINE OF $2,500.

(2) ANY PERSON WHO KNOWINGLY PROVIDES OR CONSPIRES TO

PROVIDE FALSE INFORMATION THAT IS USED TO COMPILE A SERVICE

RECORD REPORT UNDER THIS CHAPTER COMMITS A MISDEMEANOR OF THE

FIRST DEGREE PUNISHABLE BY A FINE OF $2,500.

SECTION 2. THIS ACT SHALL TAKE EFFECT IN 60 DAYS.
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