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A RESOLUTION
Celebrating the 90th anniversary of the ratification of the 19th

amendment, guaranteeing a woman's right to vote, on August
26, 2010.

WHEREAS, August 26, 2010, marks the 90th anniversary of the
ratification of the 19th amendment, guaranteeing a woman's right
to vote; and

WHEREAS, Women were denied the right to vote nationally for
144 years after the Declaration of Independence was signed; and

WHEREAS, The beginning of the national debate over a woman's
right to vote began at the world's first woman's rights
convention in Seneca Falls, New York, in 1848; and

WHEREAS, The campaign for equal voting rights continued for

72 years; and
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WHEREAS, The 19th amendment was passed by Congress on June 4,
1919, and ratified on August 18, 1920; and

WHEREAS, The 19th amendment granted women the right to vote
and states: "The right of citizens of the United States to vote
shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or by any
State on account of sex"; and

WHEREAS, The 19th amendment was ratified by the legislatures
of the states of Arizona, Arkansas, California, Colorado, Idaho,
Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky, Maine, Massachusetts,
Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Montana, Nebraska, Nevada, New
Hampshire, New Jersey, New Mexico, New York, North Dakota, Ohio,
Oklahoma, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, South Dakota,
Texas, Utah, Washington, West Virginia, Wisconsin and Wyoming;
and

WHEREAS, This year's 90th anniversary of one of the greatest
single expansions of citizenship rights in the United States
presents a remarkable opportunity both to honor the unrelenting
tenacity and spirit of the multitude of women and men who worked
to secure a woman's right to vote and also to illustrate how
much can be achieved in a democratic society by the collective
efforts of citizens committed to political reform; and

WHEREAS, It was the hope of our foremothers who fought for
women's suffrage that future generations of women would use that
hard-won vote to make this a better world and to fight for full
equality and justice for women; and

WHEREAS, Full participatory rights of women in the political
process are vital to democracy in the United States; therefore
be it

RESOLVED, That the House of Representatives celebrate the

90th anniversary of the ratification of the 19th amendment to
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1 +the United States Constitution and honor the contributions and

2 achievements of women in the United States; and be it further

3 RESOLVED, That Pennsylvania reaffirm its commitment to

4 pursuing policies that achieve political and social equality for
5 women, commensurate with their role in life in the United States

6 and society.
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