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A RESOLUTION
Honoring United States Congresswoman Shirley Chisholm on the 

40th anniversary of her swearing in as the first African-
American woman in the United States House of Representatives.
WHEREAS, The Honorable Shirley Anita St. Hill Chisholm was 

born November 30, 1924, in Brooklyn, New York, of immigrant 
parents; and

WHEREAS, Congresswoman Chisholm earned a bachelor's degree 
from Brooklyn College in 1946 and a master's degree from 
Columbia University in 1952; and

WHEREAS, Congresswoman Chisholm was elected to the New York 
State Assembly in 1964; and

WHEREAS, In 1968, Congresswoman Chisholm ran as the 
Democratic candidate for New York's 12th District congressional 
seat and was elected to the United States House of 
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Representatives, becoming the first African-American woman 
elected to the Congress of the United States; and

WHEREAS, Congresswoman Chisholm joined the Congressional 
Black Caucus (CBC) in 1969 as one of its founding members, 
envisioning its evolution and growth from 13 members to 42 and 
serving as the "conscience of the Congress"; and

WHEREAS, In 1972, Congresswoman Chisholm made a bid for the 
Democratic Party's presidential nomination in a demonstration of 
sheer will and a refusal to accept the status quo; and

WHEREAS, From 1977 to 1981, during the 95th Congress and 96th 
Congress, Congresswoman Chisholm was elected to a position in 
the House Democratic leadership as Secretary of the House 
Democratic Caucus; and

WHEREAS, Congresswoman Chisholm's congressional priorities 
included working to improve opportunities for inner-city 
residents; and

WHEREAS, Congresswoman Chisholm opposed the draft and 
supported spending increases for education, health care and 
other social services, and reductions in military spending; and

WHEREAS, Retiring from Congress in 1982, Congresswoman 
Chisholm wanted history to remember her "not just as the first 
black woman to be elected to Congress, not as the first black 
woman to have made a bid for the presidency of the United 
States, but as a black woman who lived in the 20th century and 
dared to be herself - I want to be remembered as a catalyst for 
change in America"; and

WHEREAS, Congresswoman Shirley Anita St. Hill Chisholm died 
January 3, 2005, near Daytona Beach, Florida; and

WHEREAS, On March 3, 2009, Speaker Nancy Pelosi of the United 
States House of Representatives, CBC Chairwoman Barbara Lee and 
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members of the CBC held a portrait unveiling ceremony in 
remembrance of the late Congresswoman Shirley Chisholm; 
therefore be it

RESOLVED, That the House of Representatives honor United 
States Congresswoman Shirley Chisholm on the 40th anniversary of 
her swearing in as the first African-American woman in the 
United States House of Representatives; and be it further

RESOLVED, That Congresswoman Shirley Chisholm's courage, 
leadership, dedication to public service and unending fight for 
equality as a woman and African American be recognized by the 
House of Representatives.
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