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A RESOLUTION
Commemorating April 26, 2009, as "American Folk Artist, Edward 

Hicks Day" in Pennsylvania.
WHEREAS, After William Penn designed Philadelphia, his "great 

town," in 1682, he traveled some 28 miles northeast of 
Philadelphia, through a vast tract of land he had purchased from 
the local Indians, and allegedly announced, "This is where I 
propose to build my 'new town,'" and two years later in 1684, 
William Penn's surveyor, Thomas Holme, set forth plans for the 
"new town," which came to be known as Newtown; and

WHEREAS, Newtown Borough, Bucks County, Pennsylvania, is 
celebrating its 325th anniversary in 2009; and

WHEREAS, Edward Hicks, (1780 - 1849) was a Quaker minister 
and sign painter, and is now considered one of America's 
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greatest folk artists for his paintings of "Peaceable Kingdom"; 
and

WHEREAS, Edward Hicks lived in Newtown most of his life, co-
founded Newtown Friends (Quaker) Meetings in 1815, and is buried 
on its grounds; and

WHEREAS, On April 26, 2009, Carolyn Weekly, Director of the 
Abby Aldrich Rockefeller American Folk Art Museum, Williamsburg, 
Virginia, which houses the largest collection of Edward Hicks 
paintings, and who is the author of the Kingdoms of Edward 
Hicks, will be in Newtown as the guest of Newtown Friends 
Meeting, The Newtown Historical Association and The Newtown 
325th Anniversary Committee; and

WHEREAS, The schoolchildren of Newtown will be creating their 
own versions of "The Peaceable Kingdom" in the weeks prior to 
April 26 to be publicly exhibited on that day; therefore be it

RESOLVED, That the House of Representatives commemorate April 
26, 2009, as "American Folk Artist, Edward Hicks Day" in 
Pennsylvania in celebration of his life as a Quaker minister and 
artist, and in recognition of his remarkable talent, his legacy 
of peaceful resolutions to conflict, his high ethical values and 
his participation in the development and growth of Newtown 
Borough, Bucks County, as it celebrates its 325th anniversary as 
a valued part of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.
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