PRIOR PRINTER'S NO. 1975 PRINTER'S No. 3883

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1594 >3

INTRODUCED BY MAHER, DeWEESE, PASHINSKI, BAKER, BEYER, BRADFORD,

BRENNAN, BRIGGS, BROWN, BURNS, CALTAGIRONE, CASORIO, COHEN,
CUTLER, DAY, DENLINGER, GEIST, GEORGE, GODSHALL, GROVE,
HARHAI, HESS, HORNAMAN, JOSEPHS, KILLION, KORTZ, KULA, LENTZ,
LONGIETTI, MAHONEY, MARKOSEK, MARSHALL, MENSCH, MILNE, MURT,
MUSTIO, M. O'BRIEN, O'NEILL, PHILLIPS, PICKETT, PYLE, RAPP,
READSHAW, REICHLEY, SANTONI, SEIP, SIPTROTH, K. SMITH,
SONNEY, SWANGER, J. TAYLOR, VULAKOVICH, WATERS, YOUNGBLOOD
AND WATSON, JUNE 2, 2009

AS

REPORTED FROM COMMITTEE ON HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES, HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATIVES, AS AMENDED, JUNE 9, 2010
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5 Seection 20— Funding~

6 Seetion 2102 —Fffectivedater
7 ESTABLISHING THE GOVERNOR'S CABINET FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES <«
8 AND THE GOVERNOR'S ADVISORY COMMITTEE FOR PEOPLE WITH
9 DISABILITIES; AND PROVIDING FOR THEIR POWERS AND DUTIES.
10 The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

11 hereby enacts as follows:
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

31

20090HB1594PN3883 -2 -



11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27

28

29

30

20090HB1594PN3883 - 3 -



2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11 = i =i i -
12 £ ] SEED Co E dailo 1ioiees
13 H—Mobitity-

14 (2 r—Communteation—
15 (S ——Setf—earer

16 H—Werlk-

17 5 r—Reereation-

18 ‘o r—Independent—tiving-
19 Fr—TLearning—

20 (S —Setf—direction~
21 = -

22 = reet

23  ugrader—seetion—304—+

24 = i i ey

25 severe—chreopice——eonditionr—resutting—iarSubstantiat—foretionat—
26 Tmitatieon—that—is—attributabte—to—psychotogicat—cogritive—
27

28

29 impairment—ant—istikety—to—continge—indefinitely-

30 CHAPTER—

20090HB1594PN3883 -4 -



11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28

29

30

20090HB1594PN3883 -5 -



10

11

12

17
18 {3y —Seeretaryof Publie Welfarer

19 {2y —Seeretary of Labor—and Industrye
20 {3—Seeretary—of Heatihr

21 4—Seeretaryof Bdueations
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29 This—act—shatt—takeeffect—ain60—days~

30 SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.
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1 THIS ACT SHALL BE KNOWN AND MAY BE CITED AS THE GOVERNOR'S
2 CABINET FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES ACT.

3 SECTION 2. DECLARATION OF POLICY.

4 THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY FINDS AND DECLARES AS FOLLOWS:

5 (1) DISCRIMINATION AGAINST INDIVIDUALS OR GROUPS BY

6 REASON OF DISABILITY IS UNLAWEUL.

7 (2) DISCRIMINATION BASED UPON DISABILITY THREATENS THE

8 RIGHTS AND PRIVILEGES OF RESIDENTS OF THIS COMMONWEALTH.

9 (3) THE DENIAL OF EQUAL EMPLOYMENT, HOUSING AND PUBLIC
10 ACCOMMODATION OPPORTUNITIES BECAUSE OF DISCRIMINATION BASED
11 UPON DISABILITY, AND THE FAILURE TO USE THE PRODUCTIVE
12 ABILITIES OF INDIVIDUALS TO THEIR FULLEST EXTENT, DEPRIVE
13 PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES FROM OPPORTUNITIES TO ENHANCE THEIR
14 STANDARD OF LIVING.

15 (4) THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY AND GENERAL WELFARE OF THE
16 COMMONWEALTH IS PROMOTED BY PROVIDING EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES FOR
17 ALL INDIVIDUALS, REGARDLESS OF DISABILITY, TO PUBLIC

18 ACCOMMODATION AND SECURE, ACCESSIBLE, AFFORDABLE HOUSING

19 ACCOMMODATION AND COMMERCIAL PROPERTY.

20 (5) SERVICES AND PROGRAMS PROVIDED BY THE COMMONWEALTH
21 FOR INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES AND THEIR FAMILIES AND

22 GUARDIANS SHOULD BE PROVIDED IN A TIMELY MANNER THAT PROMOTES
23 INDEPENDENT LIVING, ENABLES PEOPLE TO OBTAIN AND MAINTAIN

24 EMPLOYMENT AND SUPPORTS PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES IN THE LEAST
25 RESTRICTIVE ENVIRONMENT.

26 (6) THE COMMONWEALTH SHOULD STRIVE TO PROMOTE THE

27 EMPLOYMENT OF ALL INDIVIDUALS IN ACCORDANCE WITH THEIR

28 FULLEST ABILITIES TO SAFEGUARD THEIR RIGHT TO OBTAIN AND HOLD
29 EMPLOYMENT WITHOUT DISCRIMINATION.

30 (7) A STATE-LEVEL OFFICE IS NEEDED TO ADVISE AND ASSIST
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THE OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR AND DEPARTMENTS WITHIN STATE
GOVERNMENT IN DEVELOPING POLICIES ADDRESSING THE CONCERNS OF
INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES.

(8) ACCESS TO THE OFFICE WILL ENABLE INDIVIDUALS WITH
DISABILITIES AND THEIR FAMILIES AND GUARDIANS TO HAVE THEIR
CONCERNS AND ISSUES ADDRESSED.

SECTION 3. DEFINITIONS.

THE FOLLOWING WORDS AND PHRASES WHEN USED IN THIS ACT SHALL
HAVE THE MEANINGS GIVEN TO THEM IN THIS SECTION UNLESS THE
CONTEXT CLEARLY INDICATES OTHERWISE:

"CABINET." THE GOVERNOR'S CABINET FOR PEOPLE WITH
DISABILITIES ESTABLISHED IN SECTION 4.

"COMMITTEE."™ THE GOVERNOR'S ADVISORY COMMITTEE FOR PEOPLE
WITH DISABILITIES ESTABLISHED IN SECTION 5.

SECTION 4. GOVERNOR'S CABINET FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES.

(A) ESTABLISHMENT.--THE GOVERNOR'S CABINET FOR PEOPLE WITH
DISABILITIES IS ESTABLISHED.

(B) EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR.--THE GOVERNOR SHALL APPOINT AN
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF THE CABINET.

(C) MEMBERSHIP.--THE CABINET SHALL CONSIST OF THE FOLLOWING
MEMBERS, WHO SHALL SERVE BY VIRTUE OF THEIR PUBLIC POSITIONS:

(1) THE SECRETARY OF PUBLIC WELFARE, WHO SHALL SERVE AS
CHAIR OF THE CABINET.

(2) THE SECRETARY OF LABOR AND INDUSTRY.

(3) THE SECRETARY OF HEALTH.

(4) THE SECRETARY OF EDUCATION.

(5) THE SECRETARY OF TRANSPORTATION.

(6) THE SECRETARY OF THE BUDGET.

(7) THE SECRETARY OF AGING.

(8) THE SECRETARY OF POLICY AND PLANNING.
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(9) THE DIRECTOR OF THE OFFICE OF HEALTH CARE REFORM.

(10) THE ADJUTANT GENERAL OF MILITARY AND VETERANS
AFFAIRS.

(11) THE CHAIRPERSON OF THE PENNSYLVANIA HUMAN RELATIONS
COMMISSION.

(12) THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF THE PENNSYLVANIA
DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES COUNCIL.

(13) THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF THE GOVERNOR'S OFFICE FOR
PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES.

(14) THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF THE GOVERNOR'S LONG TERM
LIVING COUNCIL.

(D) RESPONSIBILITIES.--THE RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE CABINET

SHALL BE AS FOLLOWS:

(1) MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE GOVERNOR ON POLICIES,
PROCEDURES, REGULATIONS AND LEGISLATION THAT AID PEOPLE WITH
DISABILITIES IN THIS COMMONWEALTH.

(2) SERVE AS THE GOVERNOR'S LIAISON TO PEOPLE WITH
DISABILITIES ON POLICIES, PROCEDURES, REGULATIONS AND
LEGISLATION THAT AFFECT PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES IN ORDER TO
ENSURE THAT STATE GOVERNMENT IS ACCESSIBLE, ACCOUNTABLE AND
RESPONSIVE TO PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES.

(3) SERVE AS A RESOURCE TO ALL DEPARTMENTS, COMMISSIONS
AND AGENCIES UNDER THE GOVERNOR'S JURISDICTION TO ENSURE THAT
THESE GOVERNMENT ENTITIES ARE COGNIZANT OF THE NEEDS OF
PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES AND THEIR RESPECTIVE SERVICES AND
PROGRAMS ARE ACCESSIBLE TO THOSE INDIVIDUALS.

(4) WORK WITH THE OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR AND STATE
AGENCIES TO MONITOR THE HIRING, RETENTION AND PROMOTION
PRACTICES OF THE COMMONWEALTH RELATING TO THE EMPLOYMENT OF

PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES IN ORDER TO ENSURE THAT THERE ARE NO
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DISCRIMINATORY PRACTICES.

SECTION 5. GOVERNOR'S ADVISORY COMMITTEE FOR PEOPLE WITH
DISABILITIES.

(A) ESTABLISHMENT AND RESPONSIBILITIES.--THE GOVERNOR'S
ADVISORY COMMITTEE FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES IS ESTABLISHED
AND SHALL SERVE IN AN ADVISORY CAPACITY TO THE CABINET IN
MATTERS REGARDING PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES IN THIS COMMONWEALTH.

(B) MEMBERSHIP.--THE COMMITTEE SHALL CONSIST OF THE
FOLLOWING MEMBERS, WITH A CHAIRPERSON TO BE DESIGNATED BY THE
GOVERNOR:

(1) THE GOVERNOR SHALL APPOINT AS MEMBERS PEOPLE WITH
DISABILITIES, INCLUDING INDIVIDUALS FROM EXISTING STAKEHOLDER
GROUPS, IN SUCH NUMBER AS THE GOVERNOR DEEMS APPROPRIATE.

(2) AT A MINIMUM, 60% OF THE COMMITTEE MEMBERS SHALL BE
PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES OR FAMILY MEMBERS OF PEOPLE WITH
DISABILITIES.

(3) COMMITTEE MEMBERS SERVE AT THE PLEASURE OF THE
GOVERNOR.

(C) COMPENSATION AND EXPENSES.--THE MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE
SHALL NOT RECEIVE A SALARY OR PER DIEM ALLOWANCE FOR SERVING AS
MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE, BUT SHALL BE REIMBURSED FOR ACTUAL AND
NECESSARY EXPENSES INCURRED IN THE PERFORMANCE OF THEIR DUTIES
IN ACCORDANCE WITH COMMONWEALTH POLICY.

SECTION 6. RESPONSIBILITIES OF COMMONWEALTH AGENCIES.

ALL AGENCIES UNDER THE JURISDICTION OF THE GOVERNOR SHALL
COOPERATE WITH AND PROVIDE ANY NECESSARY ASSISTANCE TO THE
CABINET AND COMMITTEE IN PERFORMING THEIR FUNCTIONS.

SECTION 7. REPORTS AND STUDIES.
THE CABINET MAY CONDUCT STUDIES AND ISSUE REPORTS UPON

REQUEST AND AS IT DEEMS NECESSARY ON ISSUES AFFECTING PEOPLE
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1 WITH DISABILITIES IN THIS COMMONWEALTH.
2 SECTION 20. EFFECTIVE DATE.

3 THIS ACT SHALL TAKE EFFECT IMMEDIATELY.
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